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LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION #ACKNOWLEDGING SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY-BASED
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT STATUS FOR SMALL SCALE
WIND PROJECT

January 3, 2006

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Minnesota to foster Commuuity-Based Energy
Development (C-BED) projects;

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes § 216B.1642, subd, 2()(3} requires a resolution of support by
the local county Board of Comimissioners in each county in which a project is to be located;

WHEREAS, 15 individual and separate projects will be developed by 15 Minnesota limited
liability companies known as Community Wind North 1 LLC, Community Wind North 2 LLC,
Community Wind North 3 LLC, Community Wind North 4 LLC, Community Wind North 5 LLC,
Community Wind North 6 LLC, Community Wind North 7 LLC, Community Wind North 8 LLC,
Community Wind North 9 LLC, Community Wind North 10 LLC, Community Wind North 11 LLC,
Community Wind North 12 LLC, Community Wind North 13 L1.C, Community Wind North 14 LLC and
Community Wind North 15 LLC and have requested a resolution of support for a propoesed wind energy
project in Verdi Township, Lincoln County, Minnesota;

WHEREAS, the projects are being developed by Minnesota limited liabiliry companies organized
by Minnesota residents;

WHEREAS, the project calls for the development of up to 30 megawatts of wind energy to be
produced by 15 turbines; and

WHEREAS, the projects are structured 1o ensure that a mujority of the financial benefit of the
projects accrue the local owner of each project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT:

RESOLVED, that the Lincoln County Board of Commissioner hereby indicates its support for the
development of the projects as a C-BED project in Verdi Township.

RESOLVED, that nothing i this resolution shall be construed to waive or amend any necessary
federal, state or local permits or approvals required prior to construction of said projects.

Unanimously approved by the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners this 3rd day of January,

2006.
ATTEST:
oy
oHAANLY TLEgA aﬂfah
Larry Hansgﬁ()ﬂ() Board Chair Kathy Schrefles” Auditor
‘ P
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Rural Minnesota Energy Board

2401 Broadway Ave Jack Keers, Chair Blue Eqrih Lyon Pipestone
Suite 1 Brian Kletscher, Vice Chatr  Cottonwood Martin Redwood
Slayton, MN 56172 Ken Hoime, Secretary Faribault Mower Renville
507/836-8547 Larry Hansen, Treasurer Jackson Murray Rock
Lincoln Nobles Watonwan

RESOLUTION #05 - 2005

RURAL MINNESOTA ENERGY BOARD

By Order of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission dated March 11, 2003 (Docket No. E-
002/CN-01-1958)(the “Order"), the Rural Minnesota Energy Task Force, now the Rural
Minnesota Energy Board ("RMEB"), was given the authority and responsibility to define “small
locally owned projects” under paragraph 6 of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s Order.
{Order dated March 11, 2003 page 24 at { 6).

On August 25, 2003 the RMEB defined the terms as follows:

1. “Locally-owned” is deflned as ownership of a small scale wind generation facllity by an
individual or entity who Is subject to Minnesota property tax or Minnesota income tax payment
and whose facility is located in a county In which the Buffalo Ridge Is located. The counties
within which the Buffalo Ridge is located are Lincoln, Pipestone, Murray and Nobles.

2. “Small” is defined as any individual or entify that qualifies under Minnesota Statute 216C.41
known as the Renewable Energy Production Incentive as described in whole in subdivisions 1,
2, 3, 4 and 5; and as further defined in the Minnesota Department of Commerce Renewable
Energy Production Incentive Eligibility Application for Small Business-Owned Wind Conversion
Facllities- valid as of August 18, 2003.

(RMEB Minutes dated August 25, 2003),

As a result of the Order and the definition adopted by the RMEB, two 30 megawatt projects
named Community Wind North, LLC ("CWN"} and Community Wind South, LLC ("CWS") were
started, These entities now seek approval as “small locally owned projects”.

The Commission found that “there is strong evidence that local ownership of new wind
generation will provide substantially greater benefit to southwestern Minnesota than outside
ownership.” (Order dated March 11, 2003 page 20). The Commisslon also found that the
*1996 study, Economic Impact Analysis of Windpower Development in Southwest Minnesota
concluded that economic development from wind may be ten times greater if the new
generation is Jocally owned and financed.” {Order Dated March 11, 2003 at page 20). As a
tesult, the Commission found that “Xcel must build the Fenton and Yankee Substations on
Buffalo Ridge as soon as 30-40 megawatts or more of viable, small, locally owned wind
generators are aggregated per substation, using the Rural Minnesota Energy Task Force’s
definition of “small locally owned projects.” (Order dated March 11, 2003 at page 20).

Based on the statements made and documents presented by CWN and CWS; the RMEB finds
that CWN and CWS meet the definition of “small locally owned projects” under the PUC Order
dated March 11, 2003,

Dated: December 14, 2005 ,Q /f ?é@c

V' Chairman
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Appendix B
Lincoln County Permits
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The applicant sought and obtained permits from Lincoln County for each of the
fifteen (15) wind turbines. An example of a county permit and reissued permit are
included in this Appendix.

Permit # Applicant Name Date of Issue Date of Reissue
LC-0707 Community Wind North 1 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0708 Community Wind North 2 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0709 Community Wind North 3 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0710 Community Wind North 4 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0711 Community Wind North 5 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0712 Community Wind North 6 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0713 Community Wind North 7 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0714 Community Wind North 8 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0715 Community Wind North 9 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0716 Community Wind North 10 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0717 Community Wind North 11 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0718 Community Wind North 12 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0719 Community Wind North 13 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0720 Community Wind North 14 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
LC-0721 Community Wind North 15 2/16/2006 12/1/2007
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Parcel #1  15-0030-000 LAND USE PERMIT

LINCOLN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL GFFICE
P.0. Box 66 - 402 N. Harold Strest

Ivanhoe, MN 56142

Phone No. (507) 694-1344
Fax No. (507) 694-1341

APPLICANT / CWNER INFORMATION Date: 2/16/2006
Permit #:  LC-0707

Applicant Last Name:  Community Wind North 1 LLC First Name: Phone #: 507-694-1552
Address: PO Box 46 City: Ivanhoe © State: MN 2ip Code: 56142
Cwner Last Name:  Trigg Owner First Name:  David

Qwner Address:  RR 2 Box 117 Owner City:  Eikton Owner State: SD Qwner Zip: 57026

LEGAL INFCRMATION AND LOCATION

Lot No: Block No: Q Subdivision Name:
Township Name:  Verdi Quarter: NE1/4 Secson: 7 Township No: 109 Range: 46
Descnpton:
Cistriez Tyse: v Rural " Fioodplain Z Snoreland . urban Exp . Bus Ind
Shoreland Lake/River Name: Lake/River No: Cassificanon:

se of Usa T ag ' Commercial . Indusmal " Residental " Recreational
C!ass of ‘Work ¥ New " Addition/ Improvement
Siza/Height: 2 megawatt Estimated Cost: $2,800,000.00

Description of Use: Suzion $88 Wind Conversion Unit; 2 mega watt; 80 meter tower; 88 meter blades

STTBACKS / MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATICN

Road Right of Way Setback: 300 Floodplain Sethack:
Lakeshore Setback: River Setback: Other Sethack:

_ Variance V' Condidonial Use Permit Needed T waiver Used 7 Owelling/Septic Permit
List Conditions:

PLEASE TAKE NOTE that this office will not conduct on-site inspections for verification for those applications which show a setback of 200 fest or
mere. This office reserves all legat rights and remedies for the enforcement of compliance with the Lincoln County Comprehensive Developement
Ordinance as of January 1, 2001. Accordingly, in the event an application is found, after campliance and approval of the application, to be in error as
to sethatks or otherwise, this office shall commence proceedings to obtain compliance. Permission is hereby granted to the above named applicant
to perform the work descnbed in the application. This permit is valid for a period of twelve (12) months.

Permit Fee: $1,000.00
iance Fee: $0.00 i @ )
CUP Fees: $10.00

Robert E, Qlsen. Adminisorator

Lincoln County Favironmental Office
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Appendix C
Project Layout
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Appendix D
Historical and Tribal Consultations and
Correspondence
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January, 2009

1/4 Minnesota
Historical Society

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
December 23, 2008

Mr. Kevin Walli

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1260

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  Construction of 15 wind turbines
Verdi Twp., Lincoin County
SHPO Number: 2005-2044

Dear Mr. Walli:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(36CFR800).

We are in receipt of your letter of 11 December 2008. We have reviewed the additional location for
some of the turbines. Based on this and other available information, we conclude that no
properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this

project.

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 259-3455 if you have any questions regarding our

review of this project.
Sincerely,

Pt Do

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Minnesota Bistorical Scciety, 345 Kellogg Boulevard West, Samt Paul, Mamesota 55102

651-259-3000 « B8EB-727-8386 + www.mnhs.org
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

ST. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESOTA ST. SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 DULUTH, MINNESOTA ‘558024863
TELEPHONE (851) 221.1044 TELEPHONE (218) 722-0861
FAX [218] 72526800

FAX (851}221=1035

December 11, 2009

Dennis Gimmestad

Government Programs and Compliance Office
State Historic Preservation Office

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

On May 5, 2005 and again on August 15, 2008, our firm wrote to you on behalf of developers of a wind
powered electric generation facility in Verdi Township, Lincoln County who are working to develop a 30
megawatt wind farm —~ which will involve the installation of fifteen (15) 2.0 MW turbines. The project is
seeking State Historic Preservation Office review for information regarding impacts on historic sites. The
original request was in compliance with provisions of the USDA Renewable Energy Systems and Energy
Efficiency Improvements Grant Program calls for the project to secure a letter indicating whether historic
or culturally sensitive resources are present at the project site.

This information was requested and received for the property on which the wind turbines were to have
been located. The more recent confirmation that “no properties™ of historic significance are present was
issued on September 5, 2008. (See attached letter from Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg.)

In recent weeks, there has been a modest adjustment to the project site which involves moving up to three
of the turbines to property immediately south of the site which was previously examined. A map
indicating the original project site and the newly-identified adjacent properties which must also be
examined is attached for your consideration. In addition, we are forwarding the legal descriptions of the
original properties as Exhibit A and the legal descriptions of the newly-identified properties as Exhibit B
to this correspondence.

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind generation facilities would have
on wildlife in the project area. Your willingness to review this matter and provide a response regarding
impacts on historic or culturally sensitive resources would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walli

KW/kmd
Attachments
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]-/4 Minnesota
Historical Society

SYATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

September 5, 2008

Mr, Kavin Wall

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1260

St Paul, MN 55101

RE:  Conatruction of 15 wind turtines
Verdi Twp., Lincoln County
SHPO Number: 2003-2044

Dear Mr, Walli:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. it has been reviewed
pumuuﬁtoﬂwmmndbﬂﬁosgmmsmaﬂmchmmmmﬁwbymNmmmm
Prassrvation Act of 1988 and the Procadures of the Advisory Courxil on Historic Preservation

(38CFR800).

We ars in recaipt of your letter of 15 August 2008, We have reviewed this submittal and find that,
based on available information, wa concluds that our earlier finding (lstter of 13 Junes 2005) of no

properties remains valid.

Please contact our Compliance Section at (851) 259-3455 ¥ you have any questions ragarding our

review of this project.

Sincerely,
M\iw

Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Minresota Hatorcai Sacwty, 345 rallogg Boulevard West, Sant Paul, Minnes.ats $5102

€51:259-3000C + 888-727-8386 « www minhs g
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Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Northwest Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southwest Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

2. The East Half of the Southwest Quarter (E1/2SW1/4) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16} Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/2NE1/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

3. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 Nerth, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

4. The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

5. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4} of Section Eight (8) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

6. Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 North, Range 46
West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

8. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

January, 2009 52 Community Wind North Project
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Attachment B
Supplemental Legal Descriptions

1. NE Y% of Section 19 T-109-N, R-46-W
2. NW Y% of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
3. SW % of Section 20 T~-109-N, R-46-W
4. NE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W

s. N % of the SE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W
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]-/4: Minnesota
Historical Society

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

September 5, 2008

Mr. Kevin Walli

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1260

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  Construction of 15 wind turbines
Verdi Twp., Lincoin County
SHPO Number: 2005-2044

Dear Mr. Walli:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFR800).

We are in receipt of your letter of 15 August 2008. We have reviewed this submittal and find that,
based on available information, we conclude that our earlier finding (letter of 13 June 2005) of no
properties remains valid.

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 253-3455 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely,

Pt Do

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Minnesota Historical Society, 345 Kellogqg Baulevard West, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102
£51-259-3000 » 888-727-8386 » www.mnhs.org
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

8T, PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESOTA ST. SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
$T. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 DU;UTH;DM&NES?TA;{S;M-WM
TELEPHONE (851)221-1044 ELEPHONE (218) 722-0881
FAX [218) 725=6800

January, 2009

FAX (8511221=1038

August 15, 2008

Dennis Gimmestad

Government Programs & Compliance Officer
State Historic Preservation Office

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Bivd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re:  USDA Rural Development — State Historic Preservation Office Review Form

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

In 2005, developers of a wind powered electrical generation facility in Lincoln County were approved by
the United States Department of Agriculture for a grant from the USDA Renewable Energy Systems and
Energy Efficiency Improvements Grant Program. One of the requirements in this grant process was an
environmental review which sought out information regarding impacts on historic sites. USDA officials
advised the grantees that securing a letter from the State Historic Preservation Office indicating if there
are any known historic sites on these parcels would be helpful to the application.

In May of 2005 the grantees transmitted a cover letter and review form to your office. At that time you
indicated that no properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places are within the
project’s area of effect. Now, as the project moves to financial closing, the project financier has requested
that more current information be obtained for the project, and we request your reevaluation of the
proposed project site. (Please see the attached chain of communications from 2005.)

The wind towers are to be located in Verdi Township, Lincoln County, Minnesota.  The legal
descriptions for the properties and the request form are attached as Attachment A.

If you have any questions in this matter, please give me a call at (651) 221-1044 or send me an e-mail at
1li b
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Dennis Gimmestad

Govemment Programs and Compliance Officer
Minnescta State Historic Preservation Office
Minnesota Historical Society

345 W. Kellogg Blvd

St Paul, MN 55102-1906

Subjact:
Finalized Froject Layout Maps for the Community Wind North Project, Lincoln County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A. requested in 2005 that you provide comments on potential
impacts fo sites of historic or cultural significance from a proposed wind generation facility known as
Community Wind North in conjunction with my client's application to the U.S. Department of Agriculture
for a Renewable Energy Efficiency grant. Your agency wrote a response lefier on June 13, 2005. In the
letter you concluded that the project would naot affect any properfies sligible for or listsd on the National
Register of Historic Places (see Exhibit A). However, the previous information submitied to your agency
included only proposed Wwrbine locations. We therefare request that your agency re-review the enclosed
maps {Exhibits B and C), which depict the final and complets project, and dstermine if any impartant
archaeological sites, historic buildings, or struciures that may be polentially affecled by the proposed wind
farm development located in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

Although the overall project area has not changed substaniially, the project boundary now extends north
across Highway 14 along the county road right-of-way o the existing Yankee Substation. The project will
be located in the Verdi Township in Lincoln County, Minnesota in Sections 5, 7, 8,9, 16, and 17. This
location is 5 miles west of Lake Benton, Minnesota at the north end of Buffalo Ridge. The Community
Wind North project proposes fo construct wind turbines on privately owned land currently in agriculfural
use. The project will be interconnected to Xcel Energy's existing Yankee Substation.

Please feel free to give me a call should you have any questions regarding the proposed project. 1 can be
reached at 651-221-1044. Please forward the invoice for the database search fo my attenfion at the
address listed above. Thank you very much for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walli

Atashmans:

Exhibit A, Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A. Project Information Submitied in 2005
Exhibit B, Project Area for Environmental Clearance — Aerial Base

Exhibit C, Project Area for Environmental Clearance — Topographic Map
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

ST. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESOTA ST, SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
DULUTH. MINNESOTA 55802-1863
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 RSl

TELEPHONE (651)221-1044

FAX [651]221=1035 FAX [218) 725=6800

December 11, 2008

[Follow-up Letter Transmitted to Tribes — See Attached Addressee List]

Re:  Follow-up to Previous Correspondence Relating to Section 106 Review
Process — National Historic Preservation Act

Dear

In May, 2005, my clients transmitted a letter to you dentifying the location of 15 wind turbines —
each of which was seeking federal financial assistance from the Renewable Energy Systems and
Energy Efficiency Improvements Grant Program administered by the Office of Rural
Development, United States Department of Agriculture. In conjunction with the USDA Grant
Program process, we were authorized to initiate the consultation process required under Section
106 of the National Historical Preservation Act (INHPA).

Section 106 of the NHPA requires federal agencies to take into account the affects of the
undertakings on historic properties. The federal agencies are required to consult with the State
Historical Preservation Officer, Indian Tribes, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and other
interested individuals and organizations. The goal of the consultation is to identify historic
propetties potentially affected by the undertaking, assess its effects and seek ways to avoid,
minimize or mitigate any adverse affects on historic properties.

You have been identified as a possible consulting party under 36 C.F.R. Part 800.2(c). We
previously provided you with information regarding the proposed project and requested
comments with respect to the potential of the proposed project to impact any eligible or listed
historic and cultural resources.

We have attached a map and legal descriptions of the properties which establish the footprint for
the wind project. Please note that the only properties which were not included in the materials
transmitted to you in 2005 are the properties on the south side of the project site and are
designated by marking with diagonal lines. The legal descriptions for the originally described
properties are provided as Attachment A. The legal descriptions for the newly-added properties
are indicated on Attachment B.

We would appreciate any comments you may have on the following issues:

* The described proposed project. (Particularly the newly designated properties.)

January, 2009 57 Community Wind North ®roject
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» The described area of potential effect.
¢ The potential effects of the undertaking on any historic or cultural properties.

» Information regarding any religiously significant, archeological or cultural resources
important to you that have yet to be identified.

» The potential effect o any such properties and recommended mitigations measures.

The project is pursuing a State of Minnesota Site Permit and that process will commence this
month. Therefore, we respectfully request that you submit any comments within 30 days of
receipt of this letter.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me by mail at 332 Minnesota
Street, Suite W-1260, St. Paul, MN 55101 or by phone at (651) 221-1044 or by e-mail at
kwallii@fryberger.com or you may contact Christine Goddard, Rural Utilities Specialist, USDA
Rural Development, Austin Service Center directly by mail at 101 — 21* Street N.E., Austin, MN
55912 or by phone at (507) 437-8567.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walli

KW/kmd
Attachments

MADOCS 5575000000 ORKXB6GT.DOC

January, 2009 58 Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/WS-08-1494



January, 2009

Mr. Sheldon Wolfchild

Lower Sioux Indian Community Council
39527 Res Highway 1 P.O. Box 308
Morton, MN 56270

Mr. Roger Trudell

Santee Sioux Nation

108 Spirit Lake Avenue, West
Niobrara, NE 68760

Ms. Myra Pearson

Spirit Lake Tribal Council
P.0. Box 359

Fort Totten, ND 58335

Mr. Mark Allen

Flandreau Santee Sioux Executive Committee
P.O. Box 283

Flandreau, SD 57028

Ms. Audrey Bennett

Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

Mr. James “JC” Crawford
Sisseton-Wahpeton QOyate

of the Lake Traverse Reservation
P.O. Box 509

Agency Village, SD 57262

Mr. Kevin Jensvold

Upper Sioux Community of Minnesota
P.O. Box 147

Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147

59
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Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Northwest Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southwest Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

2. The East Half of the Southwest Quarter (E1/2SW1/4) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/2NE1/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

3. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

4, The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarter (8E1/4) of Section Seven (7) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

5. The Southwest Quarter {(SW1/4) of Section Eight (8) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

6. Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 North, Range 46
West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

8. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
{NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.
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Attachment B
Supplemental Legal Descriptions

1. NE % of Section 19 T-109-N, R-46-W
2. NW % of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
3. SW Y of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
4. NE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W

5. N 2 of the SE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, r.s.

DULUTH OFFICE

ST.PAUL OFFICE
700 LONSDALE BUILDING

1
pm5373*21‘;J'NONNEASL;—:NSKT?%EIELE ne 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
SUITE W-1280 DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802
ST PAUL. MINNESOTA 55101 TELEPHONE (218)722-0861
FAX[218]725-6800

TELEPHONE (6651)221-1044
FAX851]221-1035

MEMORANDUM

TO: FIELD(Name)
FIELD(Tribe)
FIELD(Address)
FIELD(City, State)
FROM: Kevin Walli, Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.

(As Applicants’ Representative for Community Wind North 1 LLC; Community Wind
North 2 LLC; Community Wind North 3 LLC; Community Wind North 4 LLC;
Community Wind North 5 LLC; Community Wind Nerth 6 LLC; Community Wind
North 7 LLC; Commaunity Wind North 8 LLC; Community Wind North 9 LLC;
Community Wind North 10 LLC; Community Wind North 11 LLC; Community Wind
North 12 LLC; Community Wind North 13 LLC; Community Wind North 14 LLC
and Community Wind North 15 LLC

RE: Initiation of Section 106 Review Process — National Historic Preservation Act
DATE: May 5, 2005
Dear FIELD(Salutation)

My clients are applying for federal financial assistance from the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy
Efficiency Improvements Grant Program administered by the Office of Rural Development, United States
Department of Agriculture. We have been authorized by that Agency to initiate the consultation process
required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). We have attached for your
review materials which will be submitted to the USDA Rural Development office for 15 projects which will
be sited close to one another in Verdi Township, Lincoln County, Minnesota.

Section 106 of the NHPA requires federal agencies to take into account the effects of their undertakings on
historic properties. To achieve this, federal agencies are required to consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Indian Tribes, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, applicants, and other interested
individuals and organizations. The goal of consultation is to identify historic properties potentially affected
by the undertaking, assess its effects and seek ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any adverse effects on

historic properties.
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You have been identified as a possible consulting party under 36 CFR Part 800.2(c). We are providing you
with the enclosed information regarding our proposed project and respectfully request your comments with
respect to the potential for our proposed project to impact any eligible or listed historic and cultural
resources. Specifically, we would appreciate any comments you may have on the following issues:

. The described proposed project,

. The described area of potential effect;

The potential effects of the undertaking on any historic or cultural properties we have thus
far identified;

Information regarding any religiously significant, archeological or cultural resources irmportant
to you that have yet to be identified, and,

The potential effect to any such properties and recommended mitigation measures.

The USDA Rural Development environmental review process for this particular program is under strict
timelines so we are respectfully requesting that you submit comments within 30 days from receipt of this

letter.
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Kevin Walli by mail at 332 Minnesota Street,

Suite W-1260, St. Paul, MN 55101 or by phone at (651) 221-1044 or you may contact Christine Goddard,
Rural Utilities Specialist, USDA Rural Development, Austin Service Center directly by mail at 101 - 21st

Street N.E., Austin, MN 55912 or by phone at (507) 437-8567.

January, 2009 64 Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/W/S-08-1494



Mr. Leonard Eller

Flandreau Santee Sioux Executive Committee
PO. Box 283

Flandreau, SD 57028

Ms. Doreen Hagen

Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

Mr. James "CJ" Crawford
Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Nation
P.O. Box 509

Agency Village, SD 57262

Ms. Helen M. Blue

Upper Sioux Community of Minnesota
P.O. Box 147

Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147

January, 2009
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Ms. Ann Larsen

Louwer Sioux Indian Cormmunity Council
P.O. Box 308, 39527 Res Highway 1
Morton, MN 56270

Mr. Roger Trudell

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska
425 Frazier Avenue No., Suite 2
Niobrara, NE 68760

Mr. Valentino White
Spirit Lake Tribal Council
P.O. Box 359

Fort Totten, ND 58335

Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/WS-08-1494



Appendix E
Microwave Study
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ARCADIS-US, Inc
Community Wind North

Executive Summary — Wind Power GeoPlanner™

Comsearch performed an analysis to evaluate the potential effect of the planned
Community Wind North Project in Lincoln County, Minnesota on existing non-Federal
Government microwave telecom systems.

Comsearch's Wind Power GeoPlanner™ provides a graphical representation of affected
microwave paths and provides supporting technical parameters. The microwave path
data is overlaid on USGS topographic basemaps.

Microwave Search Results. Comsearch identified no microwave paths that intersect
the project area (see Figure 1).

Therefore, none of the proposed turbines will conflict with licensed microwave systems
in the frequency bands listed in Figure 1's legend.

Turbines: 15 turbines were considered in the analysis, each with a blade diameter of
88 meters. The coordinates provided were in NAD27 and converted to NAD83 to be
consistent with the datum of our GeoPlanner™ application.

Map Projection: The ESRI® Shapefiles contained in the enclosed GeoPlanner CD are
in NAD 83 UTM Zone 14 projected coordinate system.

Comsearch Contact:

Denise Finney, Account Manager

Phone: (703) 726-5650 Fax: (703) 726-5599
Email: - :

Comsearch 1 October 23, 2008
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Appendix F
DNR Consultations and Correspondence
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Kevin T. Walli

From: John Schladweiler [John.Schiadweiler@dnr.state.mn.us)
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 4:25 PM

To: Kevin T. Walli

Subject: Verdi Wind project

I received your letter and information regarding an expansiocn of the wind preject planned
in Verdi Twp., Lincoln County. Based on that review, the comments that we provided you
earlier would pertain to the expanded area as well.

John

John Schladweiler

MN Dept. of Natural Resources
Regional Ecological Resources Manager
261 Hwy 15 S

New Ulm, MN 56073
john.schladweiler@dnr.state.mn.us
507-359-6003

January, 2009 69 Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/W/5-08-1494



LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

ST. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESOTA ST. SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802-1863
TELEPHONE (851)221-1044 TELEPHONE (218) 722-0861
FAX [218] 72526800

FAX {661]221=103§

December 11, 2009

John Schiadweiler

Assistant Regional Wildlife Manager
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
261 Highway 15 South

New Ulm, MN 56073

Dear Mr. Schladweiler:

On May 5, 2005 and again on September 19, 2008, our firm wrote to you on behalf of developers of a
wind powered electric generation facility in Verdi Township, Lincoln County who are working to develop
a 30 megawatt wind farm — which will involve the installation of fifteen (15) 2.0 MW turbines. The
project is seeking Department of Natural Resources environmental review for information regarding
impacts on wildlife and endangered species. The original request was in compliance with Federal Form
RD 1940-20 (page 4) which calls for specific information regarding wildlife resources. The USDA
Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Grant Program calls for the project to
secure a letter from the Department of Natural Resources indicating whether wildlife or endangered
species for this area is available.

This information was requested and received for the property on which the wind turbines were to have
been located.

In recent weeks, there has been a modest adjustment to the project site which involves moving up to three
of the turbines to property immediately south of the site which was previously examined. A map
indicating the original project site and the newly-identified adjacent properties which must also be
examined is attached for your consideration. In addition, we are forwarding the legal descriptions of the
original properties as Exhibit A and the legal descriptions of the newly-identified properties as Exhibit B
to this correspondence.

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind generation facilities would have
on wildlife in the project area. Your willingness to review this matter and provide a response regarding
wildlife impacts would be greatly appreciated.

Kevin Walli

KW/kmd
Attachments
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Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Northwest Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southwest Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

2. The East Half of the Southwest Quarter (E1/2SW1/4) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/2NE1/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

3. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

4, The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

5, The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Eight (8) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

6. Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 North, Range 46
West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

8. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

Community Wind North Project
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Attachment B
Supplemental Legal Descriptions

1. NE % of Section 19 T-109-N, R-46-W
2. NW Y% of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
3. SW % of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
4. NE Y% of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W

5. N % of the SE !4 of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W
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LAW OFFiCES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

OULUTH OFFICE

837. PAUL OFFICE
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING too LOKSDALE BUILDING
332 MINNESOTA STREET IGZWEST SUPERIOR STREE ¥
SUITE w-1240 DULUTH, MINKESOTA S8a03
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 8810¢ TELEPHONE (216)722-0n 01
FAXFZTB]725.4800

TELEPHONE (88132211044
FAX |881)221.1038

May 3, 2005

Tim Bremicker, Sectio} Chief

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Section of Wildlife Division

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re:  Request for Letter on Wildlife Impacts of Wind Generation Facilitles

Dear Mr. Bremicker:

Nazuraikgoum indicating the wildlife or ends ered species informati ~rtbfdsfsmaw0uﬁd&iwl§fu‘ 1
1o the application.

These towers are to be located in Verdj Township, Lincoln County, Mimesota  The legal descriptions for
the propertics are atiached as Exliibit A,

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind gencration facilities would have on
wildl,&?nzbzmjectm Your willingness tamﬂewﬂxi@muttaandpmvidewﬁ‘espame indicating

wildlife impacts s{voulq begrmlyapmwiated This application process wag otﬂyteceht!y announced and
comes with very tight timelines. Your prompt review and response to this request will be greatly appreciated.

KW/kmd

Enclosure

Community Wind North Profect
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Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Northwest Quarter (NE1/4) of Sectiont Nine (9} in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southwest Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Nine {9) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

2. The East Half of the Southwest Quarter (E1/28W1/4) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16) Township 109 Nortl,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/ZNE1/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 Norih,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesots.

3 The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/28W1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

4, The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Seven {7 in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota,

LR The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Eight (8) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

6. Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesots.

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventesn {17} Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 North, Range 46
West in Lincols County Minnesota.

8. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
{(NW1/4) and the West haif of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

Community Wind North Project
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Miunnesota Department of Natural Resources

Division of Wildlife
261 Highway 18 Seuth
New Ulm, MN 56073
PHONE: (507) 359-6031
FAX: (567) 3596018
June 21, 2005
Kevin Walli
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
First National Bank Building
332 Minnesota Street
Suits W-12680
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

’misisinwsmnsewyuwmys,msmmwﬁngmmimmfawﬁd]iﬁ from &
proposed wind generation facility in Verdi Townahip of Lincoln County, Mimmesota. We
subsequently requested and you provided maps showing the proposed location of the frbines,

Mywmmhblyawm,wmdawgywuumw«wtymmmﬁpmmywds
and bats, and their habitats, Duetoloealdmdm in wildlife concentration and movement
paiterns, habitats, area topography, facility de ign, and weather, each proposed | development site
is umique and requires detailed, individual evelustion. Unfortunately, because of the time
mmdmwmmawum«ﬁmmmammwmmmm
Humva,!mwmgwhﬂfunﬂiwmmamaf&emmmmwﬁmmmﬂ
photos of the area.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has prepared interim guidelines for avoiding and minimizing

involve work in any stream, direct impacts to Topeka shiners will not occur, However,
mmdmmgmymmmmmwdwmw to Topeka shiners as well as other
aquatic life. Control of crusion and sedimentation during construction is critical.

'have attached 2 list of Best Management Practices (B&&P*s}tﬁﬂh&wbeéudevﬂoped for work
in and arcund streams with Topeka shiners. While most of these are applicable to work in and

Community Wind North Project
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immediately adjacent to streams (even intermittent streams), they are generally applicable to
protection of Topeka shiner habitat wherever it may be impacted by human activity. Items 2 and
3 are particularly relevant to the proposed turbines.

Amﬁewufﬁwwmﬂﬂeﬁtagcmtabasedm.mtshnwanygﬂmkmn occurrences of
endangered or threatened species. The Nature! Heritage datsbase is maintained by the Natural
Heritage and Nongame Research Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Services, Department
of Natural Resources, It is continusily updated as new information becomes available, and is the most
complete source of data on Minncsota’s rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities,
and vther natural features. lts purposs is 1o foster better understinding and protection of thess features.

Bacause our information is not based on a comprehonsi ive inventory, theve risy be rare of otherwise
significant natural features in the state that are not representsd in the database. A county-by-county
survey of rare natural features ¥ is now underway ;bmhunethemcum!etad‘far[.anwhtwnty.
Therefore ecologically significant features for which we huve no records s may exist on the project ares.

ItisnotlikclyMmmmmm,ﬁtlm&ﬁ@iﬁmmmmﬁmmityof
birds or bats in this locality. However, indirect affects on bird populstions are another impact of
wind turbines. Some studies on Buffalo Ridge have shown that grassland birds will avoid an
area around wind turbines. Thisamieadwdecmsedpmdmﬁmafyuungbim Raptors have
also been shown to not nest in the vicinity of wind farms. You should review Appendix 6 of the
Fish and Wildlife Service guidelines for further information o this topic
It&ppcamﬁumthcmapsyouimvemt,ﬂmﬂwmbineswdﬂbep&wdincwﬁmdamlmtin
any grassland areas. A possible exception may be the far western turbine. Placement in
cropland is preferred over placement in grassland becausc of the avoidance - of turbines by
grassland bird
Thank you. ifyaumﬁn‘ﬂminfomaﬁmafd&iﬁmﬁmg please contact me at the numbers
bove.

[ lls s

John Schiadweiler
Asst. Regional Wildlife Manager

ce: Sarah Hoffman
Lisa Gelvin-Innvaer

Community Wind North Project
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Best Management Practices for Topeka shiners

1. No in-stresn work should be conducted between ice-out and August 15, to ensure free
passage of Topeka shiner adults and to protect spawning habitat. Site work above the ordinary
high water line is not affected. No tracked or wheeled vehicles should be allowed in the
streambed. All mechanized work should be conducted from the banks.

2. Erosion control measures will receive the utmost attention. Silt fences should be installed
adjacent to the stream, and additfonal devices such as silt fences or check bales should be
installed upslope. Devices should be inspected frequently, particularly following precipitation,
to ensure that they are effective and in good repair. Repairs or replacements should be made
promptly, Bmdonwn&oimmmsimuldremniuinpfwemﬁt vegetation begins to recover.

3. Cmmmonshouldmtbegmlfxsfmmduﬂngtheneﬂthmdays Construciion
Mﬂmb@nmmﬂwmm;eﬂmhmmphwdmmomdehy

4. Removal of riparian vegetation should be kept to a minimum and should ocour sequentially
a3 reeded over the length of the project. Areas of disturbed soils should be mulched and/or
resecded promptly, preferably with native grasses and forbs. The site should be inspected
foliawingsprhgyeenup,hemmthﬂ:wgemﬁmisweﬁﬁgasmwi

8. Ihemjectpromshouﬂmmwdﬂlmyhkedmmmbefomme ominencement of the
Pproject, to ensure that all BMP's are clearly understood.

Community Wind North Project
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LAW QOFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

ST. PAUL OFFICE BULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MJHNESOT;\RCSJ. SWUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREEY
OULUTH, MINNESOTA §5802-1863
skfé‘:#b:émgfﬁg-?g:g l TELEPHONE (218) 722-0801
FAX {218) 725%8800

FAX [§511221=1035

August 13, 2008

Jokn Schiadweiler

Assl. Regional Wildlifs Manager
Minnesota Department of Nataral Resources
Division of Wildlifs

261 Highway 15 South

New Ulm, MiN 58073

Re: Request for Letter on Wikdlife Impacts of Wiid Generation Faciiities
Dear Mr. Schladweiler:

In 2005, developers of a wind powered electrical generation facility in Lincoln County were approved by the United
States Department of Agriculture for a grant from: the USDA Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency
Improvements Grant Program. One of the requiremeats in this grant process was an environmental review whick
sought information regarding impacts on wildlifs and endangered species. Specifically, in the instructions for
preparing a Form RD 1940-20 (page 4), the applicants were asked 1o provide specific information regarding wildlife
resources, USDA officials advised the grantees that securing a letter from the Mimnasota Departmient of Natural
Resources indicating the wildlife or endangered species information for this area would be helpful to the application.

in May of 2005 the grantees transmitted a request to the department regarding wildlife and endangersd species
impacts. At that time you indicated that no significant theeats on wildlife and endangered species wers found. Now,
as the project moves to financial closing, the project financier has requested that more currest information be
obtained for the project, and we request your resvaluation of the proposed projéct sits. (Please ses the attached chain
of communications from 2005.) )

The wind towers are to be located in Verdi Township, Lincoln County, Minnesota. The legal descriptions and a
map for the properties are attached as Attachment A.

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind generation facilities would have on wildlife
in the project ares. Your willingness to review this matter and provide correspondence indicating wildlife impacts

Kevin Walli

Community Wind Northi Project
January, 2009 7 Docket No. IP6712/WS-08-1494



Bill D, Lunzer

From: John Schiadweiler [John.Schladwailer@dnr.state.mn.us}
Sent; Thursday, September 18, 2008 3:48 PM

To: Bill D. Lunzer '

Subject: Re: Lincoin County Wind Project

Bill,

The maps you sent were very poor quality and it was hard to determine the exact placemant
of the proposed turbines., HNakive prairie (prairie grassland that has never been plowed)
is wery rare in MM with less than 0.5% remaining. Some of the land within the bBoundaries
of the wind farm appear to contain prairie, however, it iz likely in poer condition. It
alss appears that none of the turbines will be srected on these parcsls. If that i3 the
case, the comments made in the 6-21-2005 letrer remain valid. Please advise if this is
the case.

John
>>> "Bill D. Lunzer” <wlunzer@fryberger.com> Thursday, September 18§,

»>» 2008 10:46 AM >35>
John,

Please see the attached information regarding a wird project in VYerdi Township, Lincoln
County MN. Feel free to contact ocuyr office with questicns or concerns.

Thank you,
Bill

Bill D. Lunzer

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith, & Frederick, P.&.
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1280

St. Paul, MM 55101

Phone: {651) 221-1044

Fax; (631) 221-1035

Community Wind North Project
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

S8T. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIGNAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 M‘NNESOT‘SBSJA SUITE WEST 307 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
- DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802-1863
s&fg;’%:‘éﬂ';gfgg?jg}g‘ TELEPHONE (218) 7220861
FAX [218} 72528800

FAX [661]221=1035

September 19, 2008

John Schladweiler

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Regional Ecological Resources Manager
261 Hwy 15 South

New Ulm, MN 56073

Re:  Request for Letter on Wildlife Impacts of Wind Generation Facilities
Dear Mr. Schladweiler:

In order to satisfy our project financier that the proposed project site does not present any
barriers to development, we want to pravide you with a more definitive view of the project site.
The two attached maps present the entire project footprint with specific detail with respect to the
siting of 15 towers and turbines. We are providing the detailed site map in a larger scale to
ensure that you can see just where the facilities will be located. We are also sending a
topographic map which marks every section in which facilities will be located.

The project developer knows of no portion of this property which rermains as native prairie. This
land has been planted in comn and soy beans for sometime - - although some parcels have been
returned to pasture in recent veats,

Please let me know if I can provide any further information as you consider whether this
proposed project site will receive clearance from the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources to be developed for a wind park.

If you have any questions, I can be teached at (651) 221-1044 or by email at

kewalli@fryvberger.com.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walli
Enclosure

Community Wind North Project
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Bill D. Lunzer

i

From: John Schiadweiler {John.sm{admilw@dnr‘state.mn.us]
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2008 1:32 PM
To: Bilt D. Lunzer
Subject: Re: Lincoln County Wind Project {Verdi Township)
Attachments: Re: Lincoln County Wind Project
I

Re: Lincoln County

Wind Projec...

8ill,
I did review the newsr, high quallty maps that you sent me on 5-15-2008. As I indicated
in the attached email that 1 sent to you on September 128, it appears that none of the
turbines will be erected in prairie. If that is the case, the comments that I made in the
letter dated 6-21-2005 remain as my final comments.

John
»»> “Bili D. Lunzer® “wlunzerdfryberger, com> Wednasday, Wovember 05,

>>> 2008 B:449 AM >>>
Mr. Schladweiler,

I am emailing you to see how the wildlife impact study is going for the Lincoln County
wind project. The closing date of this project is quickly zpproaching. Please let me
know how the study is going when you have a chance, and et me know Lf there is anything I
can do to help.

Thank you,

Bili

Biil D. Lunzer
Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith, & Frederick, P.&.
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1260

St. Paul, MN 35101

Phone: (651} 221-1044

Fax: [651) 221-1035

Netice: Pursuant to Treasury Department Circularp 236G, this is to advise yOU that, unless
W exXpressly state otherwise in the appended communlcations, e-mails and other written
communications from this firm are not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used,

1
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Nutural Heritage and Nongame Research Program, Box 23
S0 Latavetie Road

St Paul. Minnesota 3315340 _

Phone: 16511 296-7863  Fax: (651) 296-1811  E-mail: sarah hoffimann @dnr.state.mn.us

May 23, 2003

Mr. Kevin Walli

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W-1260

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Verdi Township Small Scale Wind
Projects; TIO9N R46W Sections 7, 8,9, 16, & 17; Lincoln County
NHNMRP Contact #: ERDB 20050810

Dear Mr. Walli,

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or
animal species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile
radius of the area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request. Based on this review, there
are 3 known occurrences of a rare species in the area searched (for details, see enclosed database printout
and explanation of selected fields). However, based on the nature and location of the proposed project I do
not believe it will affect any known occurrences of rare feafures.

The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research
Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Services, Department of Natural Resources. It is
continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant cornmunities, and other natural features. Its
purpose is to foster better understanding and protection of these features.

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or
otherwise significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database. A county-by-
county survey of rare natural features is now underway, but has not been completed for Lincoln County.
Therefore ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist on the project area.

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: index and full record. To
control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or destruction of a rare
element, both printout formats are copyrighted.

The index provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be reprinted,
unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report
compiled by your company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the index for any other
purpose. please contact me to request written permission. The full-record printout includes more
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the full-
record printouts for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission.

Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only
on rare narural fearures. It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources
as a whole. If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural
resource-related issues. you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist. Mike Nonh,
at (218) 828-2433.

An invoice in the amount of $120.57 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two weeks
of the date of this letter. You are being billed for map and database search and staff scientist review.

DNR Information: 631-206-6157 ¢ |-88R-646-6367 + TTY: 631-296-3484 «  1.800-657-3979

R AW Pinted on Reoroled Paper Ceonts [
An Eyual Opporanny koployves o Srled b e g
: Ruenan of 19 Post-Constimer Waste
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

ST. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESOTA ST, SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
1280 .
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802-1863
TELEPHONE (851)221-1044 TELEPHONE (218) 722-0881
FAX [218] 725=8800

FAX (651]221=1035

December 11, 2009

Tony Sullins, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4101 American Blvd. East
Bloomington, MN 55425

Dear Mr. Sullins

On May 5, 2005 and again on August 15, 2008, our firm wrote to you on behalf of developers of a wind
powered electric generation facility in Verdi Township, Lincoln County who are working to develop a 30
megawatt wind farm — which will involve the installation of fifteen (15) 2.0 MW turbines. The project is
seeking U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service review for information regarding impacts on wildlife and
endangered species. The original request was in compliance with Federal Form RD 1940-20 (page 4)
which calls for specific information regarding wildlife resources. The USDA Renewable Energy Systems
and Energy Efficiency Improvements Grant Program calls for the project to request site review by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to determine whether wildlife or endangered species are present at the
project site.

This information was requested and received for the property on which the wind turbines were to have
been located.

In recent weeks, there has been a modest adjustment to the project site which involves moving up to three
of the turbines to property immediately south of the site which was previously examined. A map
indicating the original project site and the newly-identified adjacent properties which must also be
examined is attached for your consideration. In addition, we are forwarding the legal descriptions of the
original properties as Exhibit A and the legal descriptions of the newly-identified properties as Exhibit B
to this correspondence.

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind generation facilities would have
on wildlife in the project area. Your willingness to review this matter and provide a response regarding
wildlife impacts would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walli

KW/kmd
Attachments

January, 2009 87 Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/W/5-08-1494



uoReso Jookig
D77 YUON P Ayunwiwod

7 "Lt ne Jrvw Arvmn s opary
gl ok $OL/T WAL § | A Pt
R R T

[HS L GYET T
uoneysgng pasodosg

uoneisgng Sunsncy =
seuadoy 193[01d PappY g

Asepunog wafoid jeulbug H

puafio

r

oty
REE CYE]

i

96 03 24400 Own M) Rty

A TID VORI UMK T FEMA

o1y

Community Wind North Project
Docket No. IP6712/WS-08-1494

88

January, 2009



Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Northwest Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southwest Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Nine (9) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

2. The East Half of the Southwest Quarter (E1/2SW1/4) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/2NE1/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2SE1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

3. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

4. The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Seven (7) in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

5. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Eight (8) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

0, Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventeen (17) Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 North, Range 46
West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

8. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W1/2NE1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

January, 2009 89 Community Wind Nortk Project
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Attachment B
Supplemental Legal Descriptions

1. NE % of Section 19 T-109-N, R-46-W
2. NW Y% of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
3 SW % of Section 20 T-109-N, R-46-W
4. NE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W

5. N % of the SE % of Section 21 T-109-N, R-46-W

90 Community Wind North Project
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

DULUTH OFFICE

ST. PAUL OFFICE
TOO LOMSOALE BUILOING
FIRSTNATIONAL BANK BUH.DING
JI2 MINNESOTA STREET J0ZWEST SUPERIOR STREET
SUITE w-1200 CULUTH, MINNESOTA 55302
ST. PAUL, NINNESOTA 85101 ) TELEPHONE (218}722.0861
FAX [218)725-8800

TELEPHONE (881)221-1044
FAX[851]221-1036

May 5, 2005

Dan Stinnett, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
4101 B. 80* Street

Bloomington, MN 55425
Re:  Request for Letter on Wildlife Impacts of Wind Generation Faclities

Dear Mr. Stinnett:

are asked to provide specific information regarding
wildlife resources. USDA officials have advised us that securing a letter from the U S, Fish & Wildlife
Service indicating the wildlife or endangered species information for this area would be heipful to the
application.
These towers are to be located in Verdi Township, Lincol: County, Mirmesota. The legal descriptions for
the properties are attached as Exhibit A

Sincerely, ,
“"?/ g - 4
[ y2's t
/
Kevin Walii
KW/kmd
Enclosure

Community Wind North Project
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Attachment A
Legal Descriptions

1. The Narthwest Quarter (NEi/4) of Section Nine (9} in Townghip 109 Morih,
Hange 46 West and The Southwesi Quarter {SE1/4) of Section Mine (9) in
Township 109 Norih, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minmesota.

2 The East Half of the Southwest Guarter {EV/28W144) and the West Half of the
Southeast Quarier (E1/ZSE1/4) of Section Sixteen (16} Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and East Half of the Northeast Quarter (E1/2NE/4) and the East
Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/28B1/4) of Section 16 Township 109 Negth,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

K The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W [2NE1/4) and. the Norihwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (WI1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen (16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

4, The Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seven (7} in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West and The Southeast Quarier (SE 174} of Sectisn Seven {77 in
Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minmesots,

5. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Eight (3) in Township 109 North,
Range 46 West in Lincoln County, Minnesots.

6. Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Seventern (17} Township 109 North, Range
46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota.

7. The Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section Seventoen (L7} Township 109 Worth,
Range 46 West and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) Township 109 Norih, Range 46
Weat in Lincoln County Minnesota.

B. The West Half of the Northeast Quarter (W 1/2N El1/4) and the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) and the West half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2SW1/4) all in Section
Sixteen {16) Township 109 North, Range 46 West in Lincoln County Minnesota,

Community Wind North Project
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LAW OFFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.
BULUTH OFFICE

BT. PAUL SPRiCE
FUQ LORSOALE U iLDING

iR %isgm;fﬁtﬁﬁ%?:rﬁ P I WEST SUBERIOR BYNEE T
BULTE W -5 780 DULUTH, MISHESOTH SRiay
5T PAUL, WINBERDTA S5 TELEFHORE (2981752 -0h&T
FAK [TE81FI6-S00T

TELEPHOWHE |88 128 1044
FAX RSN 32]- 1038

MEMORANDUM
TO: Lisa L. Noty, Business and Cooperative Speeislist, USDA Raral Development
RE: Request for Letter on Wikilie Impacis of Wind Gencration Facilitles
DATE: Joge 16, 2008
On May 5, 2005, a letter was forwarded to Dan Stinnett, Ficld Supervisor, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
tequesting a letter on wildlfe impacts of wind generation faciities. Having received no imformation to date
from M. Stinnett, | loft a message on M. Stinnett's voicernadl on June 9, 7005,
18 on wrildlife

end endangered species i this matter, Heﬁtedﬂwlmwuﬂeamfummmmgmmmem
He:hﬂkaﬁthhknﬁee&wmamdwmfﬁsﬁmmﬁmhmﬁwwwﬂdﬁfe-mdaidwemi

Mr. Strmett called me on the moming ufJunq 16, 2005 wmwmm«;wmm

Mr. Stisnctt’s contact mformetion is as fullows:

Dian Stinmetts
U.S. Fish & Wildlifc Service
4101 B. 30® Soree
Bioondngion, MN 55425
B12-725-3338, Ext. 20§

Community Wind North Project
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LAW OFFICES
FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A.

8T. PAUL OFFICE OULUTH OFFICE

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILOING stITE 108
332 mnnssor;nzssg, SUITE wesT 302 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802-1883
57. R N TA 55101 "
S;ELé:#oxéN(:gfgz?-mu TELEPHONE (218) 722-086 ¢
FAX [218] T25=8800

FAX {851)22121035

Angust 15, 2008

Dan Stinnett, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
4101 E. 80* Street
Bloomington, MN 55423

Re: Request for Letter on Wildlife Impacts of Whid Generation Facltities

Dear Mr. S&nﬂgﬂ:

In 2005, developers of & wind powered electrical generation facility in Lincoln County were spproved by the United
States Department of Agriculture for a grant from the USDA Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency
Improvements Grant Program. One of the requirements in this grant process was an environmental review wlich
sought information regarding impacts on wildlife and endangered species. Specifically, in the instructions for
preparing a Form RD 1940-20 (page 4}, the applicants were asked to provide specific information regarding wildlife
resources.  USDA officials advised the grastees that securing a letter from the U.S. Fish & Wildlifs Service
indicating the wildlife or endangered species information for this area would be hielpful to the application.

In May of 2005 the grantees transmitted a request to your office regarding wildlife and endangered species impacts,
At that time you indicated that no impacts on wildlife and endangered species were found. Now, as the project
moves to financial closing, the project financier has requested that more current information be obtained for the
project, and we request your reevaluation of the proposed project site. (Please see the sttached chain of
communications from 2005.) If your office does ot typically semd formal letters when no wildlife impacts are
found, an email to this effect would be very telpsful,

The wind towers are to be located in Verdi Towaship, Lincoln County, Minnesota, The legal descriptions for the
properties are attached as Attaclment A.

The developers are not aware of any significant impact which their wind generation facilities would have on wildlife
in the project arca. Your willingness to review this matter and provide correspondence indicating wildlife impacts
would be greatly appreciated. The due diligence process is well underway and the project is facing tight tiniefines.
Your prompt review and response to this request will be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, I can be reached st (651) 221-1044 or by emuit at kwallichfrvberper.com,

Community Wind Nortk Project
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LAW OEFICES

FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A,

ST. PAUL OFFICE DULUTH OFFICE
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING SUITE 700
332 MINNESQTA ST. SUITE WEST 302 WEST SUPERIGR STREET
5T. PAUL. MINNESOTA 55101 DULUTP:{‘. MiNN'EiOTﬂ. 568021863
TELEPHONE (851)221-1044 TELEPHONE (218} 722.0861
FAX {218] 726=6800

FAX 1851]221=1035

October 1, 2008

Tony Suilins

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Field Supervisor

4101 Ametican Blvd. East
Bloomington, MN 55425

Re:  Request for Letter on Wildlife Impacts of Wind Generation Facilities

*

Dear Mr. Sullins:

In order to satisfy our project financier that the proposed project site does not present any barriers to
development, we want to provide you with a more definitive view of the project site. The three attached
maps present the entire project footprint with specific detail with respect to the siting of 15 towers and
turbines. We are providing the detailed site map in a larger scale to ensure that you can see just where the
facilities will be located. We are also sending a topographic map which marks every section in which
facilities will be located, and an aerial view map to outline wind turbine locations. I have also enclosed
the original letter our office sent to Dan Stintiett on August 15, 2008,

The project developer knows of no portion of this property which remains as native prairie, This land has
been planted in corn and soy beans for sometime - - although some parcels have been returned to pastute
in recent years.

Please let me know if | can provide any further information as you consider whether this proposed project
site will receive clearance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be developed for & wind park.

If you have any questioas, | can be reached at (651} 221-1044 or by email at whunzer@ifrvberger.com.

Sincerely,

William D. Lunzer
Enclosures

Community Wind North Project
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Bill D. Lunzer

-

From: Tony_Sullins@fws.gov
Sanm: Thursday, November 06, 2008 11:26 AM
To: Bill . Lunzer
Co: Alices_Hanley@iws.gov
SBubject: Re: Lincoin County Wind Project (Verdi Towniship)
Attachments: Community Wind North. pdf

Community Wind

North.pef (681 ...

Dear Mr. Lunzer,
It was a pleasure to speak with you this morning. As I indicated on the

phone, the 2005 communications with my predecessor, Dan Stinnett, with regards to the
above~referenced project conclude my office's involvement.

As you explained, the project is as non-federal project which will impact previously
disturbed, agricultural lands -- npot prairie or grasslands.

Therefore, we would not expect impacts to federally listed endangered {Topeka shinery,
threatened {(western prairie fringed archid), or candidate

{dakota skipper) species. Final determinations on these matters lie with

¥ou and your clients, and not with my office; I understand there to be no

federal agency action which would trigger Endargered Species Act Section 7 consultation
With my office.

Please ensure that the project site does net contain or impact fedsral land interests
{such as Waterfowl Production Areas or wetland or grassland easements). If you nesd

information about the location of these lands, I suggest you contact Alice Hanley at

320-273=-2191.,

Thank You.
Tony Sullins
Field Supervisor

Community Wind North Project
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