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MR. EK:  So now I guess we'll open it up 


to public comment.  And I failed to mention that 


there were green cards in the back for people who 


wanted to speak, and in the hurry of getting this 


all ready I didn't let people know.  


So why don't we just go this time with a 


show of hands, and if I could have a person come up 


here and, please, we'll have you face the court 


reporter, state your name, and then your comment, if 


you could.  


MR. DOLAN:  My name is Michael Dolan and 


I'm an affected landowner, or potentially affected.  


The question I have is relatively simple.  


If we go through the trouble of submitting a written 


comment later than today, will someone in your 


office or another office actually get back to us and 


give us a response as to whether or not it was 


accepted or why it was rejected or what the other 


alternatives might be to that concern that we have?  


In other words, will somebody actually let us know 


that you received it and actually considered it?  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Yes, we actually 


receive all the comments, we go through them, and in 


a memo or in the scoping decision we would describe 
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the different alternatives and possibly what was 


accepted, what was not accepted, why, and so on and 


so forth. 


MR. DOLAN:  So you will respond to our 


specific questions?  


MR. EK:  We wouldn't send you a direct 


letter back, no.  


MR. DOLAN:  So we really don't know 


whether it's being considered, in other words.  


MR. EK:  Well, you would see in the 


scoping document that eventually comes out, and if 


you're on the project contact list you would receive 


notice and actually receive that scoping document, 


and it would show the items that you requested.  And 


if they weren't requested, you can call and ask why.  


MR. DOLAN:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  And then you would -- and then 


again, I should say, in the Draft EIS, once that's 


put out, there is that second comment period, you 


could bring that question up again as to why this 


wasn't addressed in the EIS and so forth. 


MR. DOLAN:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Anybody else?  State your name. 


MR. WAMBEKE:  My name in Dan Wambeke, I 


live over by Green Valley with my wife Joy, over 
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there, and my son Toby and my two-year-old daughter, 


Anna.  


I want to reiterate some of the comments 


that were already put in about the importance of 


keeping away from homes.  For me, as a father, I 


don't feel that I could live with putting my 


children extremely close to one of these lines.  And 


I don't feel that anybody else should have to make 


that decision either.  And I realize that there's 


some -- it's difficult to determine what is an 


acceptable distance, but I know there are a handful 


of homes along this line that are uncomfortable, 


quote, unquote, shall we say.  So that's the first 


comment I want to make.  


And along that line, I'm -- I do have 


some concerns about the accuracy of some of the 


information that's in the route application.  I know 


my own home is -- was marked incorrectly, which 


miscategorized how close we actually were.  And as I 


looked, anyone can go out to Google Maps and to 


Microsoft's maps site, and at least in Lyon County 


they have a nifty feature where you can -- there's 


aerial photography.  And when I did that I 


discovered several other homes that were 


miscategorized.  
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So I think as we go forward in this 


process I want to make sure that everything is 


accurately represented so that an evaluation can be 


made.  And just for your information, I'll submit or 


I'll e-mail you the information that I have so far.  


I just looked at Lyon County, of the portion of the 


line between -- or that goes from Brookings to the 


Lyon County substation.  


And the second comment I wanted to make, 


I think an evaluation should be made not only on 


proximity to homes, but the impact on trees that are 


around homes.  There are some -- or there's sort of 


kind of a vague statement in the route application 


right now about minimizing the number of trees in 


the right-of-way as much as possible, but all you 


have to do is just step outside today to know why 


there are trees around people's homes.  And there 


are several cases where there are groves that are 


liable to be taken down in the process.  So I think 


that would be a categorization that's missing from 


the route -- or the current evaluation of things 


that should be added.  


And it seems to me I had a third thing to 


say, but I can't remember what it was, so I'll send 


that to you as well.  
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So, thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Just to reiterate, 


the locations, please put that in the comment letter 


so we can look at that.  That's something important.  


And to get on the item of tree breaks, or whatever 


you want to call them, there have been past permits 


where we've -- where those are considered, past 


projects where tree breaks are considered.  So it is 


something that's thought about during the process.  


Even though you may not have seen it here or in the 


application, it is an item that is thought about 


during the environmental impact statement process.  


Just to let you know.  


Any other comments?  Sure.  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  Perry Oftedahl from Hanley 


Falls.  


And one of my comments kind of echoes the 


last one, concern about health issues.  The 


preferred route runs about a hundred feet from my 


house, and so I'm worried about health issues, I 


mean now and in the future.  Not only for myself, 


but for my grandkids and further on down the line, 


being that close to my actual house.  And the 


possibilities of moving it to the other side of the 


road so it's a little farther away, where there's 
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bare farmland, rather than preferred route closer to 


the house.  


And also the question of the preferred 


route versus the alternate route, was the alternate 


route chosen because it's -- or put second because 


it's more costly to go that way?  Was there more 


farmhouses along that alternate route?  You know, 


what was the reasoning for the preferred route?  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  


Any other comments?  Please state your 


name.


MR. GALHONES:  Albert Galhones 


(phonetic), Lincoln County, Limestone Township.  My 


concern is that if a pole -- first of all, I 


understand that the poles are to be roughly 1,000 


feet apart.  Is that correct?  


MR. EK:  That does depend on the 


topography, and I forget what exactly is in the 


route permit but, yes, there are figures of 700, 


1,000 -- to 1,000 feet.  


MR. GALHONES:  My concern is that if a 


pole, at its proposed placement, would be in such a 


place that it would be difficult for a farmer, say, 


to get between the pole and another obstruction, 
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like trees or wetland, to get between there with 


machinery, is it possible, will it be possible for 


that farmer to mitigate the placement of that pole?  


To, you understand what I mean, to discuss the 


placement. 


MR. EK:  Sure, during final design.  


That's something -- I believe something that I 


believe Craig might be able to answer for you here.


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  Now, that's a good 


question.  That's a real detailed question.  I think 


when we eventually get a route, if we do, that's a 


question that -- or a thing that we're going to have 


to negotiate with each individual landowners, where 


the poles go.  And I think we're going to have to 


work really closely with landowners and farmers on 


those situations, because there are a lot of issues 


that go into where we put a pole.  I mean, issues 


could be tile lines, other underground features that 


may be there, do you want it on the fence line or 


would you rather have it north or south, on a 


property corner, we'll try to hit property corners 


as much as we can as well.  So those are a lot of 


details that we'll have to work with each individual 


landowner on, in that eventuality.  


And also to address your question as 
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well, on how do we pick the preferred over the 


alternate.  I'm not sure, Hanley Falls, you're in 


the portion from Lyon County to Granite Falls.  I 


can comment on that portion right there, there's a 


115 kilovolt line that runs up there right now, and 


it's our intent to take that line out and replace it 


with this one here.  So I'm hoping that that impact 


is going to be minimal.  But that existing 115 kV 


line, I know, is probably pretty close to the 


roadway, and the road authorities really like us to 


be right on the edge of their right-of-way, just 


outside of the road right-of-way. 


MR. GALHONES:  So farther away from the 


road.


MR. POORKER:  Yep.  It's a township road, 


as I recall, and their right-of-way is most likely 


33 feet, so we'd probably be out there with our 


centerline 35 to 38 feet or something like that. 


MR. GALHONES:  It could put it right 


through the middle of my garage.


MR. POORKER:  We don't want to be doing 


that. 


MR. GALHONES:  Because if you move 


farther away from the right-of-way, you're moving 


closer to my house.  You know, and obviously, if you 
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put it on the other side of the road, there is a 


farm there, but I got neighbors down the road where 


their house is on the other side of the road, and 


the odds are you can't have poles there going back 


and forth.


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  We like to do that 


as little as possible, but if there is something 


there and we need to engineer around it or build 


around it, that's something we certainly need to 


take into consideration, definitely.  And did I 


answer all your questions?  


MR. GALHONES:  No, I have one more.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.


MR. GALHONES:  First of all, on this 


question here, if I understood you right, you said 


that you could come in, move inland from the 


right-of-way.  Is that correct?  


MR. POORKER:  Can we move inland from 


further -- a little bit further away from the road?  


MR. GALHONES:  Correct.


MR. POORKER:  I think there are probably 


situations we can do that.  Again, those are 


specifics that we'll work with with the landowners 


while we're in the design phase. 


MR. GALHONES:  Now, for the most part, 
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you follow the road.  Is that correct?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  For the most part, 


again, we looked at the criteria, the routing 


criteria, and that's addressed pretty well in 


section four, I believe, in the permit application.  


We tried for the most part to follow roadways, 


existing transmission lines where we can, we can do 


that very often.  We also try to follow field lines.  


If we can't follow a roadway or perhaps a railroad, 


and we have to go out away from a roadway, we try to 


stick to like quarter section lines in most cases 


where there is a field line or a field break line.  


MR. GALHONES:  You can hold it.  Is there 


any statute or statement by you people that you 


cannot go diagonally where there's an offset, where 


you cannot go diagonally across the field with an 


offset?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  I think your question 


is are we going to go diagonally across fields in 


some cases.  And the answer to that, or his question 


was is there a statute.  It's not a statute, but I 


think it's in the rules, they tell us as much as we 


can to avoid that situation.  And I don't think -- I 


think there are very few cases on this whole 


project, both on the preferred and alternate, where 
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we are going diagonally across any fields.  We're 


doing our best to stay out of farmers' fields.  And 


I don't think we have anything diagonal on this 


project.  


MR. GALHONES:  Thank you.


MR. POORKER:  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Any other questions?  Comments?  


Can you state your name?  


MR. BOERBOOM:  My name is Galen Boerboom, 


I live between Ghent and Minneota.  


First of all, I'd like to address what 


you had said earlier when you got up about sending 


out the letters with your first mailing.  The 


mailings looked like junk mail, to be honest with 


you, so I don't think a lot of people commented or 


even looked at it.  Secondly, we were advised that 


we could have a public task force committee, there 


was two of them, you said, that were up by the 


New Prague area.  


MR. EK:  Correct.


MR. BOERBOOM:  We applied, and from my 


understanding, we were denied, or not given a chance 


to have it.  I went to a township meeting.  We were 


also told that all government agencies where the 


line was run through was notified.  The township 
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board never knew anything about it, nor the next one 


to us didn't know anything about it.  So right away 


red flags go up, mistrust is placed, and then when 


we're not allowed this input by the public task 


force, there's a lot of mistrust that comes, and a 


lot of answers -- questions that are not answered.  


So some of this stuff you say I don't believe.  And 


I don't know how the other people feel, but I know 


when you made the comment about the task force, I 


seen people look at each other here and say how come 


we weren't allowed.  


MR. EK:  Well, I don't know how to answer 


that question, because we did send out letters to 


all townships, all counties, all regional 


development commissions, all large cities.  And no, 


we did not receive any -- 


MR. BOERBOOM:  Oh, yes, you did.  And 


I'll tell you the guy that called you was Ross 


Thompson from our township, and he was sent mail 


from your office and he e-mailed it back.  Any 


comment on this, Dan?  


MR. WAMBEKE:  I had called a couple of 


times, but I'm just a citizen.  


MR. BOERBOOM:  There's another member of 


the township board in here, sitting right there.  
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MR. BUYSEE:  I called you and e-mailed 


you, hoping to be on a task force.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  Well, we didn't receive a 


response from -- 


MR. BOERBOOM:  You did. 


MR. BUYSEE:  I talked to you 


specifically. 


MR. EK:  And your name?  


MR. BUYSEE:  Brian Buysee.  


MR. BOERBOOM:  So, in other words, we're 


supposed to sit in this room and believe everything 


else that's said. 


MR. EK:  I'm sorry you feel that way, 


sir.  


Any other questions, comments?  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  Just a comment.  I was 


wondering on like of the size of the poles and the 


distance between, is there a specific, you know, if 


your building site is so long, is it possible, if it 


does go through your place, that you'd have a pole 


at the beginning and at the end, you don't have one 


in the middle of your yard?  I mean, is there a 


minimum distance that the poles or towers have to be 


set apart, and then the height of them or whatever?  


Any specifics on that?  
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MR. POORKER:  That's a good question and 


that gets back to what we were talking about.  We 


work really hard with the landowners when we're 


designing so we don't end up with a pole in your 


yard.  If we need to span through, that's certainly 


something we can do.  Minimum, we try not to put 


them too close together because they're a few 


thousand dollars a pole, but we can certainly space 


them out, you know, before and after, to lengthen 


those out a little bit.  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  So it's possible.


MR. POORKER:  Oh, yeah, it's definitely 


possible.  And we try to work hard to not put them 


in people's yards and span through that.  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  And how much sag is there?  


I know there's quite a bit of sag, especially in the 


summertime on the existing lines.  So what's the 


height of them and the sag in them?  


MR. POORKER:  All right.  The question is 


how much sag is there.  Of course, these 


transmission lines are going to sag the most when 


it's really, really hot and when it's under full 


load, which is going to be when it's hot, of course, 


we're all running our air conditioners at that time.  


We do have to design this so that those wires are a 
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minimum distance above the ground, and I believe 


it's 35 to 40 feet.  So we have to design for that 


maximum sag.  So it's going to be in those hottest 


conditions.  So we do have to design it for that to 


make sure that we are above the ground that certain 


distance.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MR. GALHONES:  I have another comment I'd 


like to make.  


MR. EK:  All right.


MR. GALHONES:  There's some 


misinformation going on around here, I've been 


hearing it from other people.  Some fellows say that 


you're going to put the poles or the support 


structures on the edge of the right-of-way.  Some 


others have said that you may put the poles anywhere 


within the 150 feet of right-of-way.  Now, which 


would be correct?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  For the most part 


we're going to try to stay right along the road 


right-of-way as much as we can, if we're going along 


the road right-of-way.  Are we going to go out 


further than that?  In most cases, no, unless 


there's something right there we need to be aware 


of.  But our right-of-way is 150 feet wide, 75 feet 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


18


each side of the transmission line centerline.  And 


so we're going to stick right to the middle of that 


right-of-way.  And for the most part, we're going to 


be just like maybe 5 feet outside of a road 


right-of-way, whether it's a 33 foot or four rod 


road, we'll be just to the outside of that.  If it's 


a 50-foot right-of-way on a county road, in some 


cases our centerline will be at 55 feet from the 


center of the road.  But for the most part, we're 


going to try to parallel those as best we can.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Any other comments, questions?  Please 


state and spell your name, sir. 


MR. DIEKEN:  My name is Harold Dieken, 


D-I-E-K-E-N.  I have a couple of comments here.  


Number one, on your flow chart there, of 


the different procedures and process you go through, 


I'd like to know if, one, if the certificate of need 


is denied, if the routing process stops at that 


point?  


And number two, in regard to trees and 


lines of this stature, which are single pole, this 


must not be the first time you've done this, so I'd 


like to know the exact technique you do for dealing 


with groves, as to the width of the trees or 
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whatever.  Here's the thing.  I've got a mile and a 


half of this highlighted, so I'm getting a pretty 


good dose of this.  And during the early '70s I 


planted numerous wind breaks along this path, and 


I'm hard-pressed to have a high line come through 


and bulldozers take out my trees.  So there must be 


a standard or a procedure or whatever so you can 


tell us what to expect, that it ain't the 


last-minute decision that we're hearing about.  


And number three, on this citizen task 


force, I too filled out an application, I too sent 


it e-mail and, yes, you did reply to me.  I have got 


your e-mail reply in my computer at this moment.  So 


don't tell us that you didn't receive any replies 


with the citizen task force information and that we 


filled out and returned to you.  That is not true.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  All right.  On the task forces, 


I guess I should clarify that.  We need more than -- 


a task force is made up of a regional development 


commission, a county, a township within the county.  


If we don't receive enough requests from those 


entities, we statutorily cannot set up a task force.  


And therefore we did not receive the required local 


government entities to set up the task forces along 
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the western portion of this route.  So, yes, 


certainly I may have received yours, I may have 


received another gentleman's, but in order to set up 


a task force we are required to have certain local 


government representatives included to set up that 


task force.  


Let's see.  Your other question was tree 


breaks.  What I would suggest is you submit a 


comment, where you live, the tree breaks you have, 


the concerns you have with those tree breaks, so we 


can identify those in our environmental impact 


statement and know where they are, where you're 


located, and address that issue.  


And I forget your third issue.  


MR. DIEKEN:  The certificate of need. 


MR. EK:  Oh, the certificate of need.  


Yes, you're correct.  I'm not an expert on that, 


that's a separate docket from this.  This is 


routing, there's certificate of need.  I believe in 


the next few weeks the Public Utilities Commission 


will be deliberating or making a decision on the 


need of the project.  I believe you are correct, if 


they decide it's not needed, well, then, I believe 


this does go away, the routing.  The project does 


need to be needed, so that will determine what goes 
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forward from here.  


MR. DIEKEN:  I'd like to address one more 


thing.  Getting back to your citizens advisory task 


force, I didn't see anywhere's in that application 


where it said we had to have a minimum number of 


applicants not to be represented out here.  I feel 


as though that the people out here have got just as 


much right to be represented on a citizens task 


force as those people up at New Prague or Prior 


Lake.  Probably even more so.  We're in agricultural 


land out here and our land is adversely affected 


with this. 


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  We'll 


take that under consideration.  


Any other comments, please?  


MR. DEBBAUT:  Yes.  I have to identify 


myself, Delmer Debbaut.  And I'm concerned about, my 


daughter-in-law has a day care center.  It's kind of 


a unique situation because it's out in the country, 


the house sits right up next to the right-of-way.  


Even if you put the poles on the other side of the 


road it's still only 30 or 40 feet from the house.  


Now, is there a safety hazard of magnetic fields?  


Is the state going to come along and say, hey, you 


can't have a day care center underneath these power 
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lines?  It might shut her out of business.  That is 


a legal business, she's licensed by the state.  If 


the state don't say anything, maybe the mothers who 


bring in their children there will say, oh, I don't 


want my child underneath that wire, it's giving off 


all kinds of radiation and what have you.  


I'm very concerned about the placement of 


this power line.  I would be happy if you went a 


half a mile and went through the field, I would say 


nothing about that, or I don't see why you can't go 


a mile north and reconstruct that power line that 


goes to that substation.  


MR. EK:  Could you tell me where you're 


located?  


MR. DEBBAUT:  Section 27, Underwood 


Township, in Redwood County.  


I'm very concerned about this 'cause that 


is a legal business.  You're taking away her 


livelihood.  


MR. EK:  Well, I can't comment on what -- 


I believe it's the Department of Public and Human 


Health that oversees day cares, I'm not sure, so I 


can't comment on what their rules are.  But I can 


tell you that's an item, health and safety, 


electromagnetic fields, that's an item that we 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


23


automatically analyze in the environmental impact 


statement on any impacts that it might have.  


I also suggest -- you mentioned some 


alternatives, I suggest you put into a comment those 


alternatives of moving that line north through your 


property, or the other one, south, I believe you 


said.  I suggest that you put that in a comment so 


we know, otherwise we will not know.  However, we 


will have it transcribed here, so that will be 


helpful.  But a comment would also be helpful.  And 


just to let you know, we do study that in great 


detail, electric and magnetic fields. 


MR. DEBBAUT:  Who do I send a comment to?  


MR. EK:  There should be a comment form 


in the back.  Why don't I just go ahead -- yep, 


that's it.  And all the information is on there, you 


can either just send this in, the address is on the 


back, there's also e-mail right here, and then 


online.  


MR. DEBBAUT:  I can't e-mail, I'm not 


smart enough to have a computer. 


MR. EK:  But there you go, there's the 


address, then, and just send it on in.  


Any other comments, questions?  


MR. WAMBEKE:  I don't have any more 
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comments, but I do have a couple of questions for, 


hopefully, Craig, you can answer.  


The first question, and this might be an 


engineering thing so if you don't know, that's okay.  


One of the peculiarities that I noticed in the route 


application, there's a table in there that says what 


the magnetic field is at various distances from the 


route centerline.  And now the route as it is 


proposed right now is a single circuit, but it's an 


upsized single circuit so at some point in the 


future a double circuit could be put on it.  The 


peculiarity I noticed is that the magnetic field is 


greater on a single circuit line than it is on a 


double circuit line.  So I was wondering if you 


could address that.  


And then my second question is in regard 


to the actual -- you know, all the maps have the 


1,000 foot wide, but within that there's a proposed 


centerline.  Could you just explain the process that 


went in to determining where that proposed 


centerline went?  You know, why was it shifted in 


some cases and in other cases not.  And in 


particular, I realize you want the flexibility to 


work with landowners and all that, but how 


reasonably certain can we feel that that's where 
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it's going to go?  


I'll tell you, I'm sitting in a situation 


right now where if the route would flip to the other 


side of the road from where it is, as far as I'm 


concerned it's an eviction notice.  So if you could 


address that, that would be great.  


Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Dan, what was your first 


question?  


MR. WAMBEKE:  It was why the magnetic 


field is greater for a single circuit than it would 


be for a double circuit.


MR. POORKER:  First off, you're right, 


I'm not an engineer, I never wanted to aspire to 


something like that.  But your question, I've been 


told that, yes, for a double circuit line there is 


less magnetic field at the right-of-way than there 


is for a single circuit.  Why that is, I don't know.  


It's something about cancelling each other out, and 


I'm sure there's some good engineering speak for 


that.  But that is what I've been told.  And the 


portion that is double-circuited, initially, when we 


filed for this project with the certificate of need, 


it was proposed to be double circuit from Lyon 


County to Helena, that portion was always going to 
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be double circuit.  But we heard things in the 


certificate of need proceedings that suggested we 


need to upsize this a little bit and plan for some 


of the future renewable energy that could be coming 


online.  And there's a lot of that in this area.  So 


it is being proposed to be upsized from there.  And 


that single -- or that second circuit will be coming 


on at a later date.  That will have to be determined 


depending how much wind energy comes online and 


things like that.  


Your second question, Dan?  


MR. WAMBEKE:  The process that went into 


figuring out where that line goes and how -- I mean, 


were engineers consulted in the process at all, or 


is that just a best guess right now?  


MR. POORKER:  You hit it on the head.  We 


did come up with a proposed centerline, but that's 


all it is.  It's more a reference centerline than 


anything else.  And you'll see that it does jump the 


road now and then and we are on one side of the road 


as opposed to the other.  And the reason for that is 


exactly right, if there's a home that's really close 


to the road we'd probably jump the road to avoid 


that and then stay on the other side of the road for 


as long as we could.  But there's going to be some 
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more detailed work again, it's not cast in stone.  


And the PUC may very well tell us you will be on 


this side of the road from here to here.  In other 


cases they might leave that up to us and surveying 


and engineering work.  But that's exactly why we 


moved around.  If we were on one side of the road, 


it was to avoid some of those homes.  


MR. EK:  Thanks, Craig.  


Any other comments, questions?  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  If you will jump the road 


to avoid homes, then why are some homes still -- the 


line is still on that side of the road?  


MR. EK:  Actually, what could happen is 


it could jump the road several times.  You jump the 


road in one place, run along, jump the road in 


another place.  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  I don't want it by my 


neighbor's house either. 


MR. EK:  Right.  There is that 


possibility where it could jump the road more than 


one time.  And there's feasibility issues and 


engineering issues with that.  But, yes, that's 


something that has been done in the past. 


MR. OFTEDAHL:  My concern is the health 


thing with stray voltage, whatever you want to call 
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it.  I'd rather have it move farther away, but then 


my neighbors want it as far as they can from them 


too. 


MR. EK:  Right, because it would be 


running along their side of the road then.  Yes, 


there is that possibility of having it jump back 


then to the other side.  Yes.  


Any other comments or questions?  


MR. WAMBEKE, SR.:  I'm Dan Wambeke, 


Senior, W-A-M-B-E-K-E.  I guess my concern is with 


these magnetic fields, what impact do they have on 


livestock and wildlife?  I know I've seen articles 


on it where it shows that they become disoriented 


and they kind of lose their sense of direction.  


MR. EK:  I can't answer your question 


here today.  I can tell you that is a subject that 


we do study in the environmental impact statement, 


and that includes the electric and magnetic fields 


as well as stray voltage issues.  And that the stray 


voltage kind of deals with the livestock issues and 


so forth, where the electric and magnetic fields are 


more of a human health type safety risk.  And both 


of those are automatically analyzed in the 


environmental impact statement.  I can't give you 


answers here today, of course, because we have to 
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get to that environmental impact statement.  But I 


can tell you that it will be analyzed.  


MR. WAMBEKE, SR.:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Any other questions, comments?  


State your name and spell it, please.  


MR. LIBAT:  John Libat, J-O-H-N, 


L-I-B-A-T.  I was just wondering if anyone could 


tell us the approximate cost per lineal foot, per 


lineal mile, of this line that's proposed?  


MR. EK:  Sure.  I think I should know 


that, it's in the application.  Maybe Craig can give 


you a figure.  


MR. POORKER:  I don't remember what the 


cost is per mile, but I think the total cost for the 


preferred route is, I believe, $700 million, so a 


couple million dollars per mile.  


MR. LIBAT:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  Another question?  


MR. DIEKEN:  Harold Dieken.  I'd like to 


know, on your environmental impact study, what 


weight do farm windbreaks carry?  Very important, 


not too important, don't count at all?  And another 


thing, if a farm windbreak is involved, and this is 


a question for the power line man there, what do 


they actually do with the trees?  Do we go over them 
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or are they bulldozed out, or how wide a strip are 


we talking, and the general guidelines that you use?  


MR. EK:  Well, first, to answer your 


question about the environmental impact statement 


and tree breaks.  That subject holds just as much 


weight as any other subject in the environmental 


impact statement.  Nothing is graded, everything is 


just important as the next.  And we look at that 


through the route.  There may be certain areas where 


there are more tree breaks and so we'll have to 


focus on those areas.  However, no, we don't 


discount a tree break that may be in an area where 


there are none others.  So, no, it all holds the 


same weight, each subject.  


As for routing around them or what final 


design may be, maybe Craig can answer that.  But 


there is -- that possibility again comes up of 


jumping across sides of roads to avoid those, and 


back and forth I know is one option.  Craig may know 


others.  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure of other 


options, but I certainly understand.  We've done 


other projects before, usually smaller projects, and 


I really understand the importance of windbreaks.  


That's something that our local governments and the 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


31


state's been telling us to do for a long time, to 


build those windbreaks to protect your fields, 


protect your homes, so they're are very, very 


important, I really understand that.  


And also, if we have to take them down, 


your other question was what do we have to clear, I 


think.  And that's typically 75 feet, they're pretty 


much the whole right-of-way.  However, some lower 


growing trees are certainly okay, if they're 15 to 


20 feet tall they can be replanted.  Just so we can 


have access to the line, so we can drive down the 


road or down the centerline or something like that 


so we can inspect the poles.  


So other plantings, if we have to, it's 


certainly allowed -- it's probably best to talk with 


any utility company before you do that just to make 


sure that that's okay and the species is correct.  


And what do we do with the wood?  That's 


usually up to the landowner.  We certainly have to 


pay significantly for windbreaks, they are not cheap 


when we have to acquire those.  But what do we do 


with the wood?  Usually we ask the landowner what 


they want us to do with the wood.  So if it's yours, 


a lot of times we negotiate with the landowner to 


cut it up into eight-foot lengths, sometimes four 
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feet, stack it, take away the brush or chip the 


brush or whatever you want to do.  That's something 


that is certainly negotiable.  


MR. EK:  Any other questions, comments?  


MR. GALHONES:  Albert Galhones again.  


When a landowner signs an easement -- it's probably 


a legal question, maybe you can't answer it -- but 


when a landowner signs an easement, can another 


entity ride, so to speak, ride on the back of that 


easement to put in, say, a gas line, a line of some 


other kind, underground or above ground?  


MR. EK:  You're correct, I can't answer 


that question.


MR. POORKER:  That's a really good 


question.  If you didn't hear it, when we acquire an 


easement, what can anybody else do on it.  And the 


answer is nothing, without getting your permission.  


Because when we acquire an easement for a 


transmission line, that's all we get.  That's all 


the document says, is that we can have it there for 


that transmission line.  Sometimes we write in 


information about maybe a local co-op can bury a 


line in there.  And that's about it.  It's still 


your private property, you still do with it what 


you're doing now.  If you're farming it, there's no 
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reason you can't do that then.  And if somebody else 


comes along that wants to use it, whether it's a 


bike trail or put another buried telephone cable or 


anything like that, it's your private property, they 


still need to get permission and an easement from 


you to do that. 


MR. GALHONES:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Any other questions or comments?  


All right.  


MR. OFTEDAHL:  Perry Oftedahl.  Probably 


not one that you want to answer right now, but when 


you come along and you want to get the landowners to 


sign the easements, if a landowner refuses to sign 


an easement, does it really matter, and it's still 


going to go through?  


MR. EK:  That's a question I can't answer 


either.  Craig can answer that question.  


MR. POORKER:  And that is a question I 


hate answering, 'cause I think you know what the 


answer probably is and it's a word I hate saying, 


but it's eminent domain.  And usually, at least the 


company I work for and the people I've worked with 


acquiring easements were pretty good at getting an 


easement and making it satisfactory somehow.  


Whether we need to mitigate something with you as a 
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landowner or we need to pay for some damages or 


whatever, we're usually pretty good at that.  And 


the utilities, the electric utilities that work in 


this state are usually pretty good, all of us, at 


getting a satisfactory easement.  Sometimes we 


can't, but that's what the system is there for.  


Sometimes people think that our offer is way off.  


Usually we can negotiate that pretty well.  Or there 


might be other reasons for eminent domain, too, 


there might be title problems or we can't find 


somebody to get an easement from them, or there are 


situations like that where we have to go through the 


eminent domain process.  


MR. EK:  Again, any other questions, 


comments?  With that, I encourage -- certainly.  If 


you could please spell your name.  


MR. COUDRON:  Okay.  Mike Coudron, 


C-O-U-D-R-O-N.  In regards to your last comment 


there, if you could clarify for me, your offer for 


the easement, would that be per parcel of land, 


would that be a base for each one and then you 


negotiate from there, or where will that start and 


how will that be involved?  


MR. POORKER:  All right.  That was a good 


question, too.  How do we pay for easements, right?  
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We buy it by the acre.  I know some of you that have 


had transmission lines go across your property back 


in the '40s or '50s or something like that, we used 


to pay per pole.  But we base it now, we look at how 


many acres that you have, how many acres we're 


encumbering with the easement, and we pay you based 


on what land values are right now.  Hopefully it's 


back up there the way it was a year ago when corn 


prices were up there about eight bucks a bushel and 


land prices were right up there with it.  But we do 


pay for easement value, your land value, per acre 


basis, and there are a lot of other things that we 


need to pay for, too.  Crop loss, if we damage your 


crop we need to pay you for that.  We need to pay 


you for soil compaction, tree damage, and things 


like that.  Anything that impacts your property or 


impacts the easement that we're getting from you, we 


need to compensate for all those things.  I answered 


your question?  Anything else?  I think that's a 


question that comes up frequently, so thanks.  


MR. EK:  Any additional questions, 


comments?  


All right.  Well, what we'll have is an 


open house after this, I believe the meeting here 


ends at 4:00, I believe.  And I encourage you to go 
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grab a comment sheet in the back, go to the back and 


find a map sheet, maybe fill out that for an 


alternative.  Identify your concerns so we can have 


them when we put them into the scope, when we write 


the environmental impact statement.  Very important.  


So thank you for coming, thank you for 


your questions, comments, and we'll all be around 


here to answer any questions you might have.  


(Public comments concluded.)
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MR. EK:  Well, now we'll open it up to 


comments.  And what we're looking for, we're looking 


for comments on issues and alternatives that you 


would like to see addressed in the EIS.  


So, I believe we had some little green 


forms back there, I think we'll start out with them, 


I don't know how many folks filled those out.  Any 


hands?  No?  


All right.  So why don't we just go 


ahead, and those who would like to provide a comment 


on the issues and concerns they see with the project 


and would like to see us address in the 


environmental impact statement.  Any comments?  


MR. HOLMBERG:  Are the transmission lines 


going to interfere with any communications -- 


MR. EK:  Could you step up here, sir?  


Or, actually, here, I'll just move your way here.  


If you could state your name and -- 


MR. HOLMBERG:  Daniel Holmberg.  I'm 


wondering if these lines are going to interfere with 


any of our communication, radio, cell phone or GPS 


systems we have out here?  


MR. EK:  I can't answer that comment for 


you right now.  I can tell you that is an item we 


discuss -- or will analyze in the environmental 
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impact statement.  And if there is an impact, 


mitigations would be suggested and so on and so 


forth.  But that's something we do look at.  So it's 


something that will be addressed.  Thank you for 


your comment.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  You mean to say there's 


no, how would you say, studies on that type of 


thing?  That seems kind of strange. 


MR. EK:  Well, I can't answer them here 


tonight, you know, off the top of my head, of 


course.  That's what the environmental impact 


statement is for, is to look at that item.  I'm not 


going to go out on a limb and say yes or no and so 


forth.  It's something we, of course, will look at.  


And there are, of course, studies out there, and 


would be included.  So yes.  Yes.  


Did you have -- 


MR. POORKER:  That's a question, this 


question has come up a lot in the last couple of 


years in our open houses and routing work group 


meetings.  And it's a serious question because 


that's how you guys are operating now, is by GPS in 


your equipment.  So that's -- and I'm talking with 


our engineers and even our surveyors, because our 


surveyors use GPS and they're surveying our 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


5


transmission lines.  And they do survey work right 


under the wires and they tell me that it doesn't 


affect what they're doing.  So to the best of my 


knowledge, it doesn't affect farming operations.  


MR. EK:  Any other comments and issues 


that you'd like to see addressed?  Sir, if you could 


step up here, please, I'd appreciate it.  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Bernard Louwagie.  


MR. EK:  Could you spell that, please?


MR. LOUWAGIE:  L-O-U-W-A-G-I-E.


MR. EK:  Okay.


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Like I got Otter Tail on 


the other side of the road, and I feed off of that, 


and then Marshall Utilities, and Xcel goes right by 


on the south side of the road -- or north side of 


the road.  And are they going to, you know, put two 


lines on one pole, on one set of poles going by, 


then, or are they going to have another one out in 


the field or what are they going to do there?  


MR. EK:  This will be a question for 


Craig to answer.  


MR. POORKER:  Could you help me out with 


the street you're on?  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Section 30 of Stanley 


Township.
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MR. POORKER:  What's the name of the 


street?  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  290th Street.


MR. POORKER:  290th.  And I think 


Marshall Municipal Utilities has a 115 kV line 


running the road, on the other side of the road 


there's a distribution line and a smaller 


subtransmission line. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Yeah.


MR. POORKER:  And I've talked with 


Marshall Municipal Utilities about that, and that's 


a tight spot for us right there, but I think there 


are some things we can do so we don't have another 


transmission line further out in the field.  An 


example, and of course we have to run this by 


Marshall, is they have that 115 kV on the north side 


of the road, I believe, and on the other side maybe 


that subtransmission line could be put over on that 


other side on the same set of poles and perhaps bury 


the distribution line and then we can put ours on 


that line where that other subtransmission is.  So 


you wouldn't have a gain of poles, now, but that's 


our discussion with Marshall Municipal Utilities.  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Okay.  


MR. POORKER:  And likewise with any other 
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distribution line that's out there that we interfere 


with, we're going to have to negotiate with a lot of 


utilities on this whole project for the whole 


distance.  And not just electric utilities, but 


telephone and fiber and things like that.  Those are 


all things we're going to have to work out.  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  You said something about a 


150-foot right-of-way.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, yeah.  The 


right-of-way is 150 feet, as Mr. Ek had mentioned, 


75 feet each side of the centerline.  And if we 


could put our line right up against the road 


right-of-way, the road right-of-way will share that 


easement and then 75 feet out into the private 


property. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Okay.  Thank you.


MR. POORKER:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  All right.  I do have a green 


card.  Mr. Joe Cauwels.  Is that correct?  


MR. CAUWELS:  Good evening. 


MR. EK:  Good evening.


MR. CAUWELS:  It's Joe Cauwels of Milroy.  


And, first of all, this power line is going to 


happen, probably.  And what I -- my take on the 


thing is this power line is a wheeler, meaning it's 
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not -- it doesn't serve its use specifically, it's a 


power line for hire.  Am I correct?  I mean, anybody 


who generates electricity can put it over that power 


line if they buy into it.  Am I correct?  Or hire 


this power line?  


MR. EK:  I guess that is true.  Yeah, 


that is true.  You know, they will allow any type of 


power. 


MR. CAUWELS:  Whoever can generate power 


and get it from point A to point B, they can hire 


onto it, correct?  


MR. EK:  Correct.  


MR. CAUWELS:  When it comes to that, 


where I am looking at or where I am coming from is 


it's not -- it could service us minutely, but very 


minutely.  And my concern is my people here.  And 


since all the people are here before this power line 


was initiated, I wanted to accommodate these people 


and make it as absolutely convenient and non or 


minimally disruptive as possible.  But people.  And 


my question to you is really two things.  Or number 


one is what is your minimum distance from a 


dwelling?  Where is your minimum distance from a 


dwelling?  How far will you stay away from a 


dwelling, from either a centerline or your 
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right-of-way?  


MR. EK:  Okay.  That's a good question.  


There is no minimum distance by the state, it's 


ruled by the National Electric Safety Code.  And to 


be honest with you, I don't know those figures.  


Possibly Craig may know those figures.  Just real 


quick to questions you asked prior, you were getting 


a little bit into the need part of the project, I 


believe, is what it seems. 


MR. CAUWELS:  I see a need.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  Okay.  


MR. CAUWELS:  I see a need, but I also 


see my people that I'm really, really concerned 


over.  You know, I'm concerned over the people who 


are here, who were here before the power line came 


along.  And I want the absolute minimum impact to 


the residents here or anyplace along the power line, 


wherever it's going to come.  I want the minimum 


impact to them people.  


We personally got involved with the 115 


volt line from Balaton to Marshall, and the 


proposed -- the first proposal wasn't good enough 


because some folks got lawyered up and got it 


changed.  And in the interim Xcel Energy was going 


to put a power line 78 feet from the eave of some of 
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my people's home.  Grossly intolerable.  Absolutely 


intolerable.  And it turned out I have to farm 


around a pole now.  It's sitting out in the middle 


of the field.  But that farming around the pole, I 


have to be in its proximity probably three hours a 


year, but as it were, you're going to go 78 feet 


from people who live there 24/7.  You know, three, 


five hours a year, versus I don't know how many 


hours there is in a year or in a lifetime or 


whatever it might be, and I felt as though that was 


grossly intolerable.  And I want from you people 


tonight, if I can get it, is what's your minimum 


distance that you're going to stay away from a 


dwelling?  


MR. EKNES:  I can't answer that from a 


state perspective, but I hear your comment, and your 


comment, if I'm getting this correctly, is we should 


look at, in the environmental impact statement or in 


scoping, that you would like to see a distance from 


residential farming.  


MR. CAUWELS:  A residence, a dwelling.  


Where they're living right now.  It's obvious that 


you can't get a building permit after it's there to 


put a home underneath it. 


MR. EK:  So I just want to make clear, 
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she's taking this down, so that's your concern with 


the project, to make -- to ensure that the line is a 


safe distance or an adequate distance from residents 


in the area?  


MR. CAUWELS:  Correct.  And I want to 


know the distance.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  


MR. CAUWELS:  Not about or -- 


MR. EK:  Sure, sure. 


MR. CAUWELS:  I want a specific number. 


MR. EK:  To be honest with you, the state 


does not have a minimum distance. 


MR. CAUWELS:  What is this coalition of 


the power companies state or view on distance?  


MR. EK:  Well, let me pass it over to 


Craig, who works for Great River Energy, and see 


what their thoughts are as it pertains to this 


project and the distances maybe they've thought 


about and maybe he can answer that question for you.  


MR. CAUWELS:  Please.  


MR. POORKER:  Thanks.  Mr. Cauwels, was 


it, right?  


MR. CAUWELS:  Correct.


MR. POORKER:  And you have the same 


concerns I would believe of everybody in this room, 
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is how close we're going to be to homes.  And that 


was probably the most important criteria that we 


used when we were doing this.  Now, as far as the 


distance goes, we don't want any dwellings within 75 


feet of our transmission line, of course, but is 


that too close?  


MR. CAUWELS:  Oh, absolutely.  


MR. POORKER:  That's too close.


MR. CAUWELS:  That's grossly, totally, 


absolutely, under all circumstances completely 


intolerable.


MR. POORKER:  And we're doing our best.  


We have charts in the application that show how many 


homes are within zero to 75, 75 to 150, 150 to 300.  


We'd much rather have that 300 to 500 feet away.  Is 


that -- are we able to do that in every case?  No.  


But we are doing the best that we can -- 


MR. CAUWELS:  You have to -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yes, I agree.  


MR. CAUWELS:  You have to set up 


different poles, your electricity will go around a 


corner in a U-turn just as well as it will go 


straight -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yep.


MR. CAUWELS:  -- and you have to put 
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another pole up one way or another to get off of 


people if they don't want to leave, if you can't buy 


them out.  My thoughts are is 500 feet would be the 


absolute minimum.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And that's the 


concern that we're dealing with, with proximity to 


homes.  That was number one.  Number two, of course, 


like I said, was agriculture.  But you have a good 


point.  And we are looking at not just buildings, 


but occupied homes.  And we made an effort -- in 


fact, we drove the whole route twice, out and back, 


counting homes and how close they were, to make sure 


that we had a good idea of where they were.  Because 


proximity to homes is what we heard from everybody 


at all of our open houses and work group meetings 


and things like that.  Then you had a second 


question, too, a comment in there.  I forget what it 


was now. 


MR. CAUWELS:  I personally will have to 


farm underneath a wire for probably three hours a 


year.


MR. POORKER:  Right, right.  Yep.  


MR. CAUWELS:  That would be the maximum, 


versus setting this thing -- their proposal was to 


set it 78 feet from the eave of a home, with two 
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adults and a child, and that's totally intolerable.  


MR. POORKER:  Sure.


MR. CAUWELS:  Absolutely, completely 


intolerable.


MR. POORKER:  And there are other people 


with that same view, and I can understand that.  And 


that's what this is about.  The state, the OES here 


needs to hear those comments.  Because they're the 


ones that are going to tell us where we go, how far 


we have to be from homes, if they tell us that, and 


they're going to tell us what side of the road to be 


on in some cases.  So those are things that they 


need to hear and that's an important one, 


definitely.  


MS. TORKE:  My name is Kathy Torke, 


spelled T-O-R-K-E.  


My question is, why do you try to stay 


from 300 to 500 feet away from a dwelling?  What's 


the reason?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  We're trying to stay 


as far away as we can from homes just because people 


don't want to live 75 feet or 85 feet away. 


MS. TORKE:  Because why?  


MR. POORKER:  What's your reason?  


MR. CAUWELS:  The electromagnetic fields.  
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MR. POORKER:  Some people have health 


issues, some people have property value issues. 


MS. TORKE:  Do you feel there's a danger?  


MR. POORKER:  Do I feel there's a danger?  


MS. TORKE:  Yes.  


MR. POORKER:  You're talking 


electromagnetic fields, I would presume?  


MS. TORKE:  How dangerous would it be 


living under a high voltage transmission line?  


MR. POORKER:  Do I feel that?  I feel not 


100 percent and here's why.  Electromagnetic fields 


have been studied since the beginning of 


electricity, and so have the electric fields.  And 


it's going to continue to be studied.  And there are 


recent studies all the time because it is a 


significant issue.  And they can't find a causal 


effect or any correlation between magnetic fields 


and any diseases that link up.  But on the flip side 


of that, there's nothing that proves that there 


isn't anything, either.  So what happens is it 


continues to be studied just like it has for 


decades. 


MS. TORKE:  So my question is would you 


feel comfortable raising your family under a high 


voltage transmission line?  
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MR. POORKER:  I don't know what I would 


say that would be a good answer, so...  


MS. TORKE:  So would you feel comfortable 


doing that?  What's your gut feeling?  Would you 


feel comfortable living under a high voltage 


transmission line?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a hard one to say.  


MR. CAUWELS:  Would you buy a home near 


one?  


MR. POORKER:  I did at one time, I've 


lived near a power line.  But then, again, some 


people will and other people choose not to.  But 


this is a comment that needs to be -- if you have 


concerns with that, this is the place to be making 


those. 


MS. TORKE:  Okay.


MR. EK:  I think we're getting a little 


off subject here.  What we're looking for are 


comments and issues and alternatives to be studied 


in the EIS, not -- not getting -- 


MS. TORKE:  This is a concern that the 


majority of the people have.  


MR. EK:  Sure.


MS. TORKE:  I don't know about this, but 


I Googled the dangers of living under a high voltage 
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transmission line.  Our home is very close to the 


proposed preferred route.  There were 13,500 


articles that I could read that people have written 


about the dangers of living under a high voltage 


transmission line.  I think it's a huge concern.  


MR. EK:  And that is shown in my study, 


that is a major topic that is addressed in the 


environmental impact statement.  You know, it's not 


just boilerplate.  As Craig said, we're continuing 


to look at the new studies and look at the new data 


and look at things as they move on.  It's not 


something we take lightly.  No, we want to make sure 


we get it right.  And that's what the environmental 


impact statement is meant to do, is to analyze and 


address that issue.  


MS. TORKE:  The information that I have 


off of the Google search that I did indicates that 


most European countries, including the United 


Kingdom and Germany, have prohibited the 


construction of transmission power lines near homes 


for many years, the United States has no such laws.  


So that tells me that there's a legitimate concern.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  What I could -- if I 


could ask, maybe after the meeting, if I could meet 


with you and get your name and maybe you could 
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provide me with the data that you have.  That would 


be great. 


MS. TORKE:  Yeah. 


MR. EK:  Well, no, it's easy to get, but 


if you could provide me with it and know where I 


could find it, that would be helpful when we're 


putting things together.  So I would appreciate 


that.  Thank you.  


MR. POLFLIET:  My name is Larry Polfliet, 


P-O-L-F-L-I-E-T.  And my question is for Craig.  


Craig, you were saying there is a lot of 


these studies done about the magnetic field around 


these lines and everything else and there's been 


studies for however long or whatever.  So obviously 


you have a number on how many feet this transmission 


line is going to create, as far as the footage of 


the magnetic field.  Can I have that number?  


MR. POORKER:  I don't have that number.  


However, off the top of my head, it is in our 


application.  We did address magnetic fields and 


there are -- there's not a graph in there but there 


are charts that show what the magnetic field is, 


measured in milligauss, from the centerline and 


measured out certain distances.  So that is in 


there.  And it's different for double-circuit 
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structures as opposed to single-circuit structures 


also.  And this transmission line is proposed double 


circuit from Lyon County to Helena.  So from Lyon 


County, just east of town here, east to Helena is 


going to be double circuit.  However, we understand 


that the PUC may tell us to build the whole thing 


double circuit capable so that we can have double 


circuit, if not right now, but in the future for 


when that demand is there.  And what a 


double-circuit structure or a double-circuit 


transmission line does, is it minimizes, to an 


extent, the magnetic fields, that they cancel each 


other out.  And that's addressed in our document, I 


forget what chapter it is offhand, but there are 


some charts in there that show what it is at 


centerline, 50 feet out, 75 feet out and so on, so 


that is in there.  


MR. POLFLIET:  And that chart, how can we 


get that chart?  


MR. POORKER:  I can supply you with a CD, 


it's on our website, it's on the PUC's website now 


since we filed it.  So that's back here also. 


MR. POLFLIET:  So we can get that?  


MR. POORKER:  I might have like five or 


six more CDs in the car yet.  
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MR. POLFLIET:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  So I could probably get you 


that.  Randy?


UNIDENTIFIED:  We've got a bunch of them.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  


MR. POLFLIET:  And from the CD we can 


figure out how big this line will have -- what the 


magnetic field is going to be?  


MR. POORKER:  Yep.  And I bet you 


somebody here can help me find what chapter that is. 


UNIDENTIFIED:  It's 3-18.


MR. POORKER:  3-18.  Section 3.  And 


that's in the first part, the smaller part of that 


binder back there.  Section 3-18.  We have a whole 


section on electric fields, magnetic fields, and 


things like that.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  And that's also 


another item that will be included in the 


environmental impact statement, specifics just such 


as that, distance from the line, distance from 


centerline and so forth. 


MR. POLFLIET:  Do you have a CD?  


MR. EK:  A gentleman back there.  Catch 


any one of us and we'll make sure you get that.  


Any other comments, issues, alternatives 
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you'd liked to see addressed in the environmental 


impact statement?  If you could state your name, 


please?  


MR. VROMAN:  Richard Vroman, V-R-O-M-A-N.  


I am a landowner here and also a town board member.  


I thought when Larry got up there they 


were all going to come and help, but I own a piece 


of property that has a high voltage line on one side 


and now it looks like they're going to put another 


one.  I own this quarter section here.  That doesn't 


really make a big problem unless it goes out into 


the field.  And I guess that's minimal compared to 


the homes and so forth.  


Then I notice at this point you went on a 


property line and I think we should be realizing 


that property lines aren't permanent.  All of a 


sudden somebody will buy a piece on the other side 


and then he ends up with the row of poles right in 


the middle of his field.  And things are changing, 


the farming operations are getting so much bigger 


and the machinery is bigger.  And the poles are 


not -- I'll argue with my neighbor there, Joe, that 


the poles bother a lot more than -- to me they 


bother a lot more than he's saying.  


The other thing is we had, in Clifton 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


22


Township, it probably isn't very plain on here, but 


we had a high voltage power line go through our 


township not too many years ago, probably five or 


six, and it sounds simple until somebody gets behind 


on their contract, that they're supposed to be done 


and all of a sudden they're doing it in the mud and 


in the frost and they ruined a couple roads of ours.  


And that's another point of going on the property 


line out in the middle of nowheres, you may have to 


service that sometime, and the conditions might not 


be the nicest when you do that.  And if you really 


act and mess that land up, that's not just a few 


years' situation, that's five or 10, probably.  


MR. EK:  Sure.  Sure.  


MR. VROMAN:  Them are the comments.  I 


would prefer the number one route, that doesn't 


affect our township. 


MR. EK:  Number one being the preferred 


route?  


MR. VROMAN:  The preferred route, yes.  


Just looking at the maps, it seems to make more 


sense to me, but I'm sure there are people who are 


going to tell you the other way, so.  


MR. EK:  Of course.  What I suggest is 


take this, put a comment down, send it to me.  
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Actually, no, we have it in the record.  Forget 


that.  I have it in a record here, it'll be 


transcribed and everything. 


MR. VROMAN:  You wouldn't be able to read 


my writing anyway.  


MR. EK:  What was -- what question did 


you -- 


MR. VROMAN:  Well, I said I own some 


property here where the line would be going on the 


side of it, and that's not a serious concern.  I'm 


more concerned about going out in the middle here 


and the expenses and the damage to the -- 


MR. EK:  That's right, the damages.  


Items such as that are included in a permit, that 


the Applicant will need to repair damages such as 


that, damages such as compaction, damages to crops, 


damages to drain tile, so on and so forth.  And 


that's detailed in the permit and the permit can get 


as detailed as possible.  So should that happen, it 


is in a permit.  I know you wouldn't want it to 


happen, of course, but -- 


MR. VROMAN:  We prefer it to be the -- 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  And I agree.  But it 


is something that we think about or is thought about 


and is included in the permit. 
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MR. VROMAN:  Do the rest of the town 


board members have anything to say here?  I stepped 


up and took over for the township.  The rest of them 


are here, but evidently what I said was what they 


meant. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


MR. SCHUELKE:  Don Schuelke, 


S-C-H-U-E-L-K-E.  I got a couple things, I guess.  


On the map here, my residence and my 


neighbor's residence, where they're stating where 


our homes are is not right.  We're at least 100 feet 


closer to your line than what you have here.  And 


also I heard that this is -- they're trying to push 


this 345 through and in 10 years, possibly, it's 


going to be a 600?  


MR. EK:  That I'm not aware of.


MR. POORKER:  No. 


MR. EK:  No.  I've never heard that.  


MR. SCHUELKE:  I just heard rumors of 


that, I was just wondering that, and does that make 


a larger field.  And I also have this, I have that 


bar chart that has your -- the distance you're 


supposed to be away before you get to minimal -- 


that magnetic field is 300 feet.  And I have that, 


if you want that sheet that I have.  I'm sure you 
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got it, it came from you guys.


MR. POORKER:  Is that our fact sheet?  


MR. SCHUELKE:  No, it was an e-mailed 


sheet from -- it said CapX 2020 on it.  It's a 345 


kilovolt line, it has a bar chart that starts out -- 


I don't remember the number, it's back at my chair 


there, but it starts out high and it gets down to 


about -- as you are 300 feet away then the level is 


low.  


MR. POORKER:  Right.  Okay.  Yeah, I 


think that's probably our fact sheet that we have on 


our website and also addressed in -- that same chart 


is in the application, too.  


MR. SCHUELKE:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Just to clarify your earlier 


statement, you might want to provide your address if 


you feel that these locations are off, so in the 


record we can go back and look and make sure. 


MR. SCHUELKE:  I'll make a comment of 


this. 


MR. EK:  If you want to send that in.  I 


just want to make sure we have this on record. 


MR. SCHUELKE:  Yeah, I'll put that on 


there.  Thanks. 


MR. EK:  Great.  Thanks for your comment.  
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MR. LOUWAGIE:  Dean Louwagie, Fairview.  


And my question is to Craig also.  The poles line is 


going east of my farm, and there's another power 


line there already.  And it looks like it's going to 


be on the same side at the edge of my field.  What's 


the distance between two power lines?  What will 


that be?  And how far will the poles be out in the 


field?  


MR. POORKER:  I think the way it's drawn 


on your property, there's an existing transmission 


line probably along the road right-of-way line, and 


the way it's drawn on the map, anyway, is that we'd 


be outside further from that. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Right, into the field 


further?  


MR. POORKER:  Right.  And, again, the 


centerlines that are drawn on our maps, they're not 


100 percent by any means.  We just kind of drew them 


there so we can measure left and right to get those 


home locations and right-of-way, things like that.  


So I'm not sure what's on the opposite side of the 


road from you.  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  A drainage ditch.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  And that's a problem 


for us, too, we don't want to put our poles in 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


27


there.  But I'm not sure what, maybe perhaps on the 


top of the drainage ditch, what that might look like 


right there. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  The other power line is 


right next to the drainage ditch.  The pole is right 


next to the drainage ditch.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  So you have the 


road, drainage ditch, and then a pole there.


MR. LOUWAGIE:  A power line there.


MR. POORKER:  Okay, a power line there.


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Yes.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  What about the 


opposite side of the road?  


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Well, there's a house on 


the opposite side, which is part of the problem.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Which is probably 


why we indicated being on the other side of the road 


at that time. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Right.  So my question is 


how far are those two power lines going to be apart 


if you have to go -- 


MR. POORKER:  So if we put them side by 


side we have to put them so that our rights-of-way 


easements don't overlap.  So if we have a 75-foot 


easement and the other one has a 50-foot easement, 
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probably, I'm not sure what the easement may be, I 


think that's probably a 115 kV line, so you're 


looking at probably 100 feet. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Between the poles, 


basically?  


MR. POORKER:  From one centerline to the 


next centerline.  So it would be 100 feet out in 


your field if that was to be our centerline. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Could they ever put those 


lines on top of the poles, on top of one pole?  


MR. POORKER:  I think what we're 


proposing for our transmission line is already 


double circuit, in other words, two sets of 


transmission lines on that one set of poles.  And 


putting a third one on, on that transmission line, 


there's not quite room for that, it's an engineering 


problem, it's a maintenance problem.  And a safety 


problem, too, for maintenance guys that might be 


working on those.  An example is if we need to work 


on the lower voltage line, we probably have to take 


out the upper voltage lines out of service, too. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  So then you're going to 


get into the field quite a ways in this particular 


case.


MR. POORKER:  If that was to happen, that 
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would be 100 feet, right.  We're doing our best not 


to do that and perhaps there's an alternative, and 


that's what these meetings are about, if we can go a 


mile north or a mile east or something like that and 


find another route.  That's what these meetings are 


for here for the next few weeks. 


MR. LOUWAGIE:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MR. DOVRE:  Dave Dovre, that's D-O-V-R-E.  


And I have several questions.  


In the scope statement that we saw 


tonight, I didn't see anything in there and maybe, 


you know, I needed to be a little more involved 


earlier in the process.  But I see that you're 


running this line from Brookings to Hampton, 


Minnesota, and I'm assuming that we're bringing -- 


the idea is to bring electricity to the Twin Cities 


metro area.  What is the source of generation for 


the power that's flowing through that line?  I 


haven't heard that or seen it in the documents 


provided.


MR. POORKER:  If you've got several 


questions, can I answer them one at time, because 


I'll forget?  


MR. DOVRE:  Yeah.  Yeah, absolutely.
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MR. POORKER:  The question is the 


transmission line is running from Brookings to 


Hampton and what's the generation source.  In this 


area, a lot of that generation source, as you know, 


is going to be wind.  This is a huge resource for 


wind generation.  But there could be other 


generation on there also.  It could be, if the wind 


isn't blowing, there might still be some generation 


on there, it could be coal, it could be a biomass 


plant.  And as a lot of people know, we have to have 


25 percent of our energy be renewable energy by the 


year 2025, so you might see more of that coming on.  


And we have substations every 25 to 50 miles, too, 


and those are good onramps and off-ramps for 


renewable energy, and also for some of the growth 


that's happening in this area also.  Does that 


answer your question?  


MR. DOVRE:  Yeah, that answers the first 


question.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  


MR. DOVRE:  My second question, with the 


concerns we've heard tonight about the health 


effects of living underneath a high-voltage power 


line, and if we were to comment or make comments on 


an environmental impact statement, the one comment I 
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would have, and again, maybe it's been addressed in 


earlier meetings, but why wouldn't the power company 


consider burying these lines, rather than running 


them overhead?  Is there a technical issue or cost 


issue?  Why are they overhead rather than 


underground?  


MR. POORKER:  Good question.  We get this 


one a lot.  This one will be heard several times at 


our open houses and work group meetings, why can't 


these lines be buried.  Once you get much above 


distribution voltage it gets really difficult to 


bury transmission lines, even 35 kV transmission 


lines.  And a lot of local distribution companies 


and co-ops don't even like burying their 


three-phased lines.  You get -- but you're right, it 


is a maintenance issue, it is a cost issue.  But 


more importantly it has to do with construction, 


it's significant construction, it's digging a trench 


20 feet wide.  It's also maintenance issues.  It may 


be more reliable, but when something does happen and 


goes wrong with the transmission line, it's not 


quite so easy to find it, and so it does take a long 


time to get it repaired, to find that fault and to 


fix it and get it repaired.  So it is a lot of 


issues with that.  And it's not quite there 
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technologically yet either, to have a voltage of 


this size for that distance.  


MR. EK:  However, in the same breath, 


that is something that we can look at in the 


environmental impact statement.  That could be a 


form of mitigation in a certain area.  We can look 


at undergrounding.  We're not prohibited looking at 


it.  There are the cons against it, but there's also 


the pros.  So if that's an item that you would 


suggest we look at, certainly, that's something that 


we would consider looking at in an environmental 


impact statement.  


MR. DOVRE:  In considering environmental 


issues, some of the more technical questions that I 


would need information on in order to be able to 


comment would be that you talk about single pole, a 


single pole structure, I haven't seen anything, how 


high would that pole be?  


MR. EK:  75 to 150, is it?  


MR. POORKER:  About 150 to 170. 


MR. EK:  150 to 170.  And then that 


depends on topography and so on and so forth. 


MR. DOVRE:  When you talk about the 150 


foot right-of-way or your easements or whatever the 


power company would need for that, is the thought 
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that the landowner currently would remain the 


landowner of this 150-foot strip and the power 


company would have a permanent easement to that 


property and would retain agricultural use 


underneath it and that sort of thing?  Is that the 


idea involved here?  Or if the power company is 


looking to purchase or acquire land through eminent 


domain, what can the landowner expect in terms of a 


price to get for their land or that kind of thing?  


I'd like to hear a little something about that. 


MR. EK:  Sure.  I'll let Craig talk on 


the negotiations for easements and so forth.


MR. POORKER:  The question was what 


rights, basically what rights do we acquire and what 


rights are left of the landowner after we get an 


easement.  And that's exactly what we acquire, is an 


easement, we don't buy the property in fee from a 


landowner, we buy the rights to construct and 


maintain that transmission line.  And that's it.  


That's what we get.  It's still your property, it 


still can remain used for farming, most definitely.  


Some people put gates up or fences, farm their 


cattle, raise their crops.  So it is still your 


property to use.  That right-of-way that we encumber 


is about 75 feet from the centerline, but we don't 
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even use most of that.  We use that area where the 


pole is right there and that's about it.  


And compensation, it's based on land 


values.  We buy an easement for that whole strip, 75 


feet wide by the length of your property that we're 


crossing, and it's based on land values.  And it's a 


high percentage that we pay per acre, but there are 


whole host of other things that we pay for when we 


get easements.  Because every property is different, 


it's going to affect every property differently.  So 


we do pay for that easement, for that right to build 


this line and to maintain it.  We also pay for crop 


damage.  If you have a crop on there we're going to 


pay you for that.  Soil compaction, big issue, we're 


going to compensate for that.  And it's my hope that 


we can pay for all of this right upfront.  When 


we're there negotiating an easement with the 


landowner, we can pay for all those things right 


now, rather than have to come back two years, three 


years, five years later and have to make payments 


for crop damage, payments for soil compaction, 


things like that.  And also if there are fence 


damage, gate damage, things like that.  Windbreaks 


are a significant issue, we heard a lot about that 


earlier this afternoon, that's a significant issue 
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for a lot of folks.  And if we impact those, that's 


another something that we have to compensate for.  


So there are a lot of issues that we have to look at 


when we're getting the easement. 


MR. DOVRE:  And one last follow-up 


question.  Earlier you talked about potentially 


permitting the entire run in this line for what you 


call the double circuit, I think you said, where you 


can run two power lines across it.  As it's being 


constructed originally you have a 345 kV line 


running through there, but it's permitted for a 


second line.  Does that mean that you can add a 


second 345 kV line, bringing the total voltage 


running over those poles up to 690,000 kV?  I think 


someone had a comment about that.  


MR. EK:  What's happened through the 


process is, yes, that the structures originally were 


going to be designed to carry two circuits, two 345 


circuits.  Throughout the proceedings it was 


suggested by the PUC that they should be upgraded to 


carry the two instead of just being built, the 


structures being built to hold one 345 circuit, that 


they indeed carry the two 345 circuits.  So, yes, 


the project would carry the two 345 circuits 


throughout. 
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MR. DOVRE:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Any other concerns, questions 


that you'd like?  


MS. THOSTENSON:  I have one.  Terri 


Thostenson, T-H-O-S-T-E-N-S-O-N.  I'm the clerk for 


Wood Lake Township, we've been getting your letters 


and our lovely township board has been ignoring 


them.  I happen to live on the very west edge of 


Wood Lake Township.  And as the lines are going 


through, your preferred route goes right over a 


dairy.  They milk three times a day.  And I'm just 


kind of concerned, what kind of impact is the 


electricity going to have on all of the animals and 


his operation.  He's not here to speak for himself, 


but I figure someone has to. 


MR. EK:  Well, I know a gentleman earlier 


brought up the stray voltage, and that's, I believe, 


what you're talking about.  And that's an item that 


is automatically included in the environmental 


impact statement.  I can't say right here at this 


point, you know, exactly what the impacts could be, 


would be where you're located and where the line 


would be located and so forth.  But it is an item we 


study, it's a grounding issue in the permit.  The 


Applicants are required to address any stray voltage 
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or grounding issues when it pertains to that 


problem.  So it's something that we do look at.  I 


can't tell you what the impact or effect would be, 


but I can tell you we do look at that.  Thank you.  


MR. ENGELS:  I'm Wally Engels, 


E-N-G-E-L-S.  What I've been listening to tonight is 


you fellows are not giving us good enough answers.  


It's always we'll look into it.  We should have more 


specific measurements and answers.  You keep on 


putting it off.  And is it going to be put off right 


to the end until it goes through?  Like so many feet 


from houses, what this dairy thing is going to 


affect the dairy, things like that.  I feel we 


should have better answers.  You're always going to 


look into it.  


MR. EK:  Well, no, let me -- let me 


answer that.  Let me answer the question. 


MR. ENGELS:  You're always giving us 


these kind of answers. 


MR. EK:  Well, that's the point of the 


environmental impact statement, to look into these 


problems and analyze them in the environmental 


impact statement.  I can't come up here as a wealth 


of knowledge, unfortunately, and tell you what 


impact is going to impact a certain area along the 
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line, what mitigation at this point would solve that 


problem.  So when I say we're going to look at those 


items, they will be included in an environmental 


impact statement.  And what the environmental impact 


statement will do is address and analyze those 


issues and address the potential impacts as it 


pertains to this line.  It will also suggest 


mitigations or alternatives to those potential 


impacts.  I -- of course I'd love to be able to come 


up here and say, well, stray voltage is not going to 


cause a problem here, EMF is not going to cause a 


problem here, proximity to homes should only be so 


many feet.  However, all of those items that were 


brought up tonight will be studied by the Office of 


Energy Security, a third-party consultant we've 


hired, and we will look into all that data and we 


will provide that in the environmental impact 


statement for the public to look at.  Tonight is 


primarily the public's opportunity to get their 


concerns, such as EMF, such as stray voltage, such 


as proximity to homes, to us so we can include those 


items to analyze in a document.  I'd love to give 


you the answers today, but I don't have them.  


MR. ENGELS:  Well, we'll have more 


meetings.  But I think one of these meetings you 
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should be able to tell us how many feet we got to be 


from a house, what's it going to do to animals, 


what's it going to do to our environment.  If it's 


buzzing.  If you're going to buy our house if it's 


only so many feet from it.  We need to know answers, 


not we're going to look into it. 


MR. EK:  Well, those answers are part of 


the environmental -- 


MR. ENGELS:  You just keep pushing them 


back. 


MR. EK:  No.  Those answers are part of 


the environmental impact statement.  It's a study 


and a report.  That's the reason for these meetings, 


is to gain information to put into that report.  


Thank you, sir.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  Why doesn't the company 


have that information already?  We have chemical 


companies, seed corn companies, they all have to 


have the answers, give them to the government when 


they're going to come out with something. 


MR. EK:  A lot of those answers are 


included in the route permit application.  However, 


we need to look at them and look through them, make 


sure they're correct, supplement them, so on and so 


forth.  I can't sit here and just rattle off 
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information that's in an application, not knowing 


that it might be correct.  I'm not saying that the 


power companies are not doing their due diligence, 


but I don't think it's right of me just to rattle 


off information I may not be too sure of.  And 


that's the reason for all your comments, to put into 


a study to study those impacts.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  This can't be the first 


line ever built like this that you don't know that.  


I mean, they've got to have studies of lines like 


this that you could know that now. 


MR. EK:  As I said, every project is 


subjective, it's different.  We're talking to 237 -- 


UNIDENTIFIED:  It doesn't matter if it's 


Lyon County or northern Minnesota or southern 


Minnesota, Wisconsin or Texas or California, it's 


345 kilovolts.  345 kilovolts in southern Minnesota 


is the exact same as 345 kilovolts in California.  


It's been studied.  


MR. EK:  Very good.  And the object of 


tonight's meeting is to get your information.  It's 


not for me to answer the questions.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  When will you answer it?  


MR. EKNES:  As I said, in the 


environmental impact statement. 
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UNIDENTIFIED:  When is that due?  


MR. EK:  Which is the next step in the 


process.  Once the scope comes out with the comments 


that are received from the public, it's included in 


an environmental impact statement.  


Any other questions, comments?  Please 


come forward.  


MR. CAUWELS:  Thank you.  What engineered 


line, what kind of ice load can it carry at what 


wind?  What's the engineered lines and ice load that 


it'll be able to carry before it fails and in what 


wind?  Do you have any idea?  The reason I ask that 


is if -- the potential, if you have a failure, if 


it's tornado proof, a tornado isn't going to take it 


down, if it's ice proof, ice won't take it down, so 


consequently there won't be any future problems.  


But my question to you is what ice load will they 


carry and at what wind and what temperatures?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question and 


one that we get, especially in southern Minnesota 


where get probably just as many ice storms as you do 


snow storms and blizzards.  And that is something 


that we have to design, and that's a question I 


asked of our engineers when they were designing 


this.  Because people were asking me at our open 
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houses, do they tip over, if they fail, how do they 


fail, and what kind of ice loading do they take.  


They're designing it to take one inch of ice on that 


conductor wire.  And the conductor wire itself is 


one inch in diameter, roughly, I think it's an inch 


or inch and a quarter, so you put an inch ice load 


on that, that makes a diameter of three inches, so 


three inches of ice is what it's designed for, which 


is quite a bit.  


And I think your question is, too, if it 


should fail, how does it fail.  These poles are not 


going to tip over, but when they do, when they fail, 


is up toward the top they will fold over, the pole 


itself will bend where the most pressure is on that 


pole, and then they'll just hang there.  So that's 


how they're going to fail.  And I've seen that 


before, I think was it last winter or two winters 


ago in Nebraska, a lot of those, they failed, and 


I've seen pictures where they just kind of like bent 


over and just hung there.  


MR. CAUWELS:  What was that ice load 


there?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure what that ice 


loading was, but of course in Nebraska they have 


even more icing and rain problems, freezing rain, so 
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I'm not sure how much ice loading that was.


MR. CAUWELS:  But a one-inch diameter, 


three-inch diameter?


MR. POORKER:  Three-inch diameter, right, 


so one inch of ice on the wire itself, so you've got 


one inch of ice on the wire itself, so you have one 


inch and then that inch conductor and an inch on the 


other side too.  So three inch, pretty significant 


stuff.  


MR. CAUWELS:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  If you could state your name.


MR. THOSTENSON:  John Thostenson, 


T-H-O-S-T-E-N-S-O-N.  I just got a question on the 


life expectancy of each pole?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a question I can't 


answer, but I know a lot of them, you'll see 40 or 


50 or 60 years down the road, and that's even with 


wood construction, too.  So many, many years, I 


would say decades, but the exact answer, I'm not 


sure.  


MR. THOSTENSON:  I asked a gentleman 


earlier about line droop.  Do you have a standard 


for that or anything like that?  


MR. POORKER:  Line droop, I think you 


mean the sag in the wire, right?  
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MR. THOSTENSON:  Distance from the ground 


to the -- 


MR. POORKER:  Distance from the ground?  


That's what we call in the industry, sag, and it 


sags more when it's really, really hot out and under 


full load, and that's when you can have your maximum 


sag.  And that's what we have to design those lines 


for, is for those really hot days, maximum load, we 


have to design it to be above the ground.  And 


electric safety code is like 25 feet, but we're 


going to be much higher than that.  Your farm 


equipment out here is -- when you fold up those 


things or you happen to stand near your combine, 


you're up there higher than 25 feet.  So I think our 


design, if I remember, was 40 feet.  Anybody that is 


with me remember that?  But I think that's also in 


our application itself, but we're designing to be 35 


to 40 feet minimum above the ground to max sag.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  I understand that the pole 


will be 150 feet above ground.  How about below 


ground?  How is that construction completed?  And is 


the pole above ground in sections?  How is that 


fastened?  


MR. POORKER:  The question is pole 


construction, how deep is it.  It's 150 to 170 feet 
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above ground, so how much is below ground, and is 


the pole built in sections.  Below ground, it all 


depends on what the soils are, but it's below ground 


that keeps that pole from tipping over.  It's going 


to be sitting on a concrete pad, roughly six to 


eight feet in diameter, and probably, depending on 


the soils, 30 to even 40 feet deep in the ground in 


that concrete tube.  So that's why it isn't going to 


tip over.  Is the pole built in sections?  Yes.  


Either two or three sections, they lay them on the 


ground and they'll push those sections together, 


bolt them, put the cross arms on them, and then 


we'll use a big crane to hoist it up in the air or 


set it down on the bolts on that concrete pad.  


And for anybody that's been to our 


website, you've probably seen, we have a 


construction video that shows exactly that.  I don't 


know if anybody has seen that video.  I know at our 


open houses we had that video here as well.  And 


it's an interesting process to take a look at, too, 


so check our website out on that, you can see 


exactly what goes on from start to finish with that 


project.  


MR. EK:  Just to let you folks know, I 


think we're moving a little away from the whole 
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purpose of this meeting.  The purpose was to receive 


comments that folks would like to see addressed in 


the scoping document and the EIS.  I'm sure you are 


interested in the design of the poles and so on and 


so forth, but we're looking for information that we 


can include in a scoping document and environmental 


impact statement. 


UNIDENTIFIED:  Well, we're looking for 


information too. 


MR. EK:  Sure. 


THE WOMAN:  You have information that we 


don't know and this is the source of the answers. 


MR. EK:  I understand that.  But at the 


same time, this is your opportunity to have your 


issues put into the environmental impact statement 


to study so you can get those answers that everybody 


is talking about, the answers that everybody wants.  


So... 


UNIDENTIFIED:  So we know how far to ask 


you and what we can expect in the future.  You 


should know more answers than you're giving us, I 


feel.  That's my opinion about it.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  Thanks 


for your comment, sir.  Any other comments?  


MR. GREENFIELD:  My name is Mike 
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Greenfield, G-R-E-E-N-F-I-E-L-D, Marshall.  


First of all, I've been down this road 


before.  When they say answers will come, they 


won't.  They'll tell you to go to a website, it 


won't be there.  They'll tell you to go to another 


website, it won't be there.  They'll say something 


is coming in the mail, it doesn't.  You will contact 


25 people and get 25 answers all pointing you to one 


of those other 24 people.  


First of all, this is not the first 345 


kilovolt line.  It's been done, people know the 


issues, even if they don't know them tonight.  


Second of all, the source, it's been 


discussed.  Yes, we want to be 25 percent or 


something renewable, wind-generated energy.  It 


doesn't take a very smart person to figure out that 


if this is originating in Brookings, and Big 


Stone II is only a small distance up the road, it 


won't be long before it's a coal-fired line and not 


so much the wind generated.  


Third of all, distance mandates.  You 


stated earlier we needed to get the Office of Energy 


Security involved to say what these distances are.  


When we looked at that before, they told us to talk 


to the power companies, who told us to talk to the 
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Office of Energy Security.  No previous discussion 


about 24 people, 25 different comments.  


Also, this line qualifies you to -- what 


Minnesota has is a Buy the Farm provision.  That if 


you feel the line is too close to your property and 


you don't agree that they're compensating you for 


the easement, they are forced to buy your entire 


property, not just get your easement.  Those are my 


comments.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  Any 


other comments?  


MR. PETERSEN:  I got one.  My name is 


Nate Petersen, P-E-T-E-R-S-E-N.  When we were over 


at that CapX 2020 meeting, I think it was last fall 


sometime, I'd just like to address the minimum 


distance.  I believe the transmission line guy said 


it was 29 feet, pretty much nonchalantly, just 


didn't deny that at all.  Could we see that in the 


route permit application?  I'm not sure, would it be 


in the route permit application, the minimum 


distance from a dwelling?  


MR. EK:  Well, what we do is reference 


the National Electric Safety Code.  And to be 


honest, I don't know that figure off the top of my 


head.  
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MR. PETERSEN:  Could we get a copy of the 


route permit application?  Is that available to the 


public?  


MR. EK:  For this project?  


MR. PETERSEN:  Yes. 


MR. EK:  Oh, eventually, if this project 


is permitted.  We first have to go through that 


step.  But certainly.  Certainly.  


MR. PETERSEN:  Just, you know, I live out 


in the country and everything, too.  The line's not 


coming near as close to my place or my dad's place 


as some of you in the room here, but I just want to 


address the noise level issue as well for the EIS 


statement there.  Okay.  And let's see.  Why hasn't 


the name been changed to like dual line, you know, 


345 kilovolt, if we know we're probably going to be 


putting that on anyway?  


MR. EK:  It's actually in the route 


permit, there is a section in the route permit. 


MR. PETERSEN:  Is there a reason why, you 


know, if this is the proposed 345 kilovolt line, 


transmission, why, now we know that we're probably 


going to have, you know, your dual circuits on 


there, so is there a reason why we're not putting 


that into writing, I guess, on these presentations 
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and everything?  


MR. POORKER:  I think you're referring to 


the double-circuit structure. 


MR. PETERSEN:  Yeah.  Does that double 


the capacity of the line, per se?  


MR. POORKER:  Double the capacity is not 


a 690 kilovolt transmission line, that's different.  


This is two 345 kV lines.  And our original proposal 


was from Lyon County substation to Helena to be 


double circuit.  And what we heard from a lot of 


intervenors during the certificate of need process 


was that they didn't -- there were folks out there 


that believed we were not building it big enough to 


carry enough capacity for renewables.  And it 


appears that the state kind of agrees with us on 


that, we'll see when that ruling comes out.  But we 


would build it double-circuit capable right now, and 


probably just string one wire.  Because we don't 


want to have to build it a single structure, a 


single-circuit structure now and then five or ten 


years from now have to rip the thing out and rebuild 


it to double circuits.  So we're going to build it 


so it does take two circuits.  And so eventually, 


five years from now, six years, ten years from now, 


when that new generation comes online, that it will 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


51


be ready to go, we can just string that extra wire 


on there and hang the insulators.  And I believe it 


is in our route permit application, there's a 


section in there describing why it was single 


circuit and now we're proposing double-circuit. 


MR. PETERSEN:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Any questions?  


MS. THOSTENSON:  So actually what happens 


when the second line goes through, are you going to 


go through all of this process again, or do you just 


go up and it's there and the building and the 


structure is there, slap that other line on there?  


MR. POORKER:  Good question.  The 


question is what happens five or ten years when we 


come to string that other wire on there and do we 


have to go through this process again.  The answer 


is yes.  We do have to go through a process to 


string another wire like that.  Construction, 


however, is going to be a lot different.  It's not 


going to be nearly as intensive as building this 


transmission line.  It'll still be driving through 


the fields to pull that cable through, but we're not 


going to be driving cement trucks back and forth and 


cranes and dump trucks and things like that.  It 


will be a lot less intrusive when we put that second 
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circuit on.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  You reviewed that earlier, 


someone talked about a 600 or 690, or whatever the 


numbers are.  And you said no, no, it's not going to 


be this.  Now we're talking two 345s, at least one 


line now and then another.  I'm confused.  What's it 


going to get to ultimately?  Am I looking at a 345 


out my kitchen door and two years now from I've got 


1,000?  Or what have we got?  


MR. POORKER:  I think what some people 


may be confusing our project with is another one 


called Green Power Express, has anybody heard of 


that?  Green Power Express, it's something that's 


been proposed by Interstate Transmission Corp., I 


think that's what ITC stands for, but that's a whole 


different issue.  That's a big transmission line, 


that has nothing to do with what we're proposing at 


all, it's something to take some wind generation in 


North Dakota, possibly South Dakota, too, and maybe 


Scott knows more about that. 


MR. EK:  Well, what I think you're 


referring to is the structures.  They are going to 


be designed to hold two circuits, two 345 circuits.  


What you're getting about the 690, you don't add the 


two 345s together to make a 690.  It would be two 
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separate 345 circuits.  And it's in the application, 


it's under consideration, the structures would be 


built to hold one 345, with the possibility for 


another 345 kilovolt.  However, they're not added 


together to be 690.  Does that answer your question?  


UNIDENTIFIED:  I'm not sure if it does or 


not.  I'll pass. 


MS. TORKE:  Could you clarify something 


for us, please?  Does the EMF increase with the 


addition of another 345 kilovolt?  


MR. EK:  Actually, from my understanding, 


it decreases, because they cancel each other out.  


It's less when there are two circuits on a 


structure.  


MS. TORKE:  Is that a fact or is that 


something that you're kind of guessing at?  


MR. EK:  No, that is a fact. 


MS. TORKE:  You know that?  


MR. EK:  Yes. 


MS. TORKE:  Good. 


MR. EK:  It's something I've seen.  Any 


other questions?  Sir.  


MR. FISCHER:  Chuck Fischer, 


F-I-S-C-H-E-R.  


In Lynd Township there's a wide green 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


54


strip there, and he just said there's no positive 


route going through there yet.  When are we going to 


find out when there's a route going, where it's 


going to go?  


MR. EK:  I'm not sure of the area you're 


talking about.  The alternative route there by Lynd?  


Where it goes through the city of Lynd there?  


MR. POORKER:  North of Lynd, there's an 


area where it kind of widens out, it looks like a 


boa constrictor ate something there. 


MR. EK:  Oh, the large route width.  What 


they're asking, yeah, that's the route width, and 


so -- 


MR. FISCHER:  The route width, that's a 


big width. 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  You can see it from 


here it's so big. 


MR. FISCHER:  Well, when are we going to 


find out?  


MR. EK:  That's what'll happen during 


this process.  You know, things will get whittled 


down, whittled down. 


MR. FISCHER:  Are we going to see it get 


whittled down and are we going to have something to 


say about it?  
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MR. EK:  You have something to say about 


it tonight.  And you have something to say about it 


in your -- 


MR. FISCHER:  What can we say tonight?  


We don't know where it's at.  


MR. EK:  Well, the route width is what 


we're looking at.  There is no alignment, actually, 


within that route width.  What the PUC would permit 


is that width.  And somewhere within that width they 


could put the transmission alignment once a permit 


is issued.  So what you're looking at is the width.  


And a comment you might make is, well, I really 


don't prefer that alternative route near Lynd.  I 


don't -- 


MR. FISCHER:  I will have something to 


say once that route gets put in?  


MR. EK:  To say if it even gets put in.  


What happens in the environmental impact statement 


is those routes are compared, the impacts are 


compared.  Who knows if that area in Lynd would even 


come out to be favorable or not.  That's the purpose 


of this environmental impact statement.  That's the 


purpose of seeking out public comments such as 


yours.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  He won't answer your 
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question.  


MR. FISCHER:  I know it.  You talk around 


things here.  I think we could just as well go home. 


MR. EK:  All right.  


MR. FISCHER:  We don't have a route. 


MR. EK:  We do have a route, that blue is 


a route. 


MR. FISCHER:  But it's two miles wide. 


MR. EK:  But you don't understand.  The 


PUC will permit a wide route, so... 


MR. FISCHER:  I presume they will. 


MR. EK:  And that's to allow the 


Applicants or the utilities to work with landowners, 


work with different agencies, work with cities, work 


with DOT, counties, to place that line in an optimal 


location within that large route width.  So right 


now you don't know, we don't know where that 


150-foot right-of-way would be, but we do know that 


there is that large route width being proposed as an 


alternative.  Thank you, sir.  Any other comments?  


UNIDENTIFIED:  What's the approximate 


distance between your poles?  


MR. POORKER:  Roughly 1,000 feet, we're 


going to try to average 1,000 feet.  


MS. ZWASCHKA:  I don't know if this is -- 
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MR. EK:  Could you state your name?


MS. ZWASCHKA:  This is Kathy, with a K, 


and I'll spell the last name, Z-W-A-S-C-H-K-A.  This 


is our place, this is our daughter's place.  I would 


prefer the alternate route or else go a little 


farther out here, there's nothing out here.  How is 


this going to affect the resale value of our place?  


Plus, we have -- we rent out this land, there's only 


11 acres here, that's not even going to be -- is 


that going to be rentable, that little part?  And 


are we going to be compensated enough for the 


devaluation of our place?  Probably it won't resell 


with that going there because it's on the side of 


the road, but our property taxes probably won't 


drop. 


MR. EK:  Well, just for your first 


question, you're in Underwood Township, Township 112 


R 39, section 2536, and you would prefer the 


alternative.  Correct?


MS. ZWASCHKA:  Um-hum. 


MR. EK:  So just to get that on the 


record.  And you would also like us to study in the 


environmental impact statement, should this route be 


selected, what effect it would have on your property 


values?  
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MS. ZWASCHKA:  Yes. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  That's all I can answer 


tonight.  


MS. ZWASCHKA:  And why couldn't it just 


jog out a little bit here?  


MR. EK:  That's exactly -- that's exactly 


why we had these map stations.  Yeah.  After the 


meeting you can very well go over there and just 


let -- what it will allow you to do is draw a 


different route.  You're not limited to what you see 


here. 


MS. ZWASCHKA:  I don't know about here, 


and this is where our daughter lives who has five 


young kids and another one on the way.  And I 


haven't researched as much as that one lady, but I 


have read articles about stray voltage. 


MR. EK:  I can meet you after the meeting 


and we can go over to the printers there.  Any other 


comments, questions?  


All right.  Well, thank you, folks.  


Thanks for attending.  And I urge you to submit your 


comments.  Thank you.  


(Public comments concluded.)
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MR. EK:  So at this point, we'll go 


ahead, and this is your opportunity if you'd like to 


submit comments orally.  Comments and suggestions 


for issues, concerns, alternatives that you would 


like to see included in the environmental impact 


statement that will be prepared for this project as 


shown to you on the flowchart.  


We did have green cards out here, but 


there's not too many people here today as compared 


to other meetings, so why don't folks just go ahead 


and raise their hand.  And if you could, say your 


name and spell it out for the court reporter and 


just go ahead and voice your questions.  


So any questions?  Yes, sir.  


MR. OERTER:  Norris Oerter, O-E-R-T-E-R.  


I wanted a clarification on the process.  


From what I gather now, you folks are pretty 


confident that this is going to get a green light 


when you're done with all the paperwork.  April 30, 


which is coming along, is the last time you'll be 


taking comments from the public?  


MR. EK:  No.  No, that's incorrect.  And 


actually, there is no green light on the project 


right now, as a matter of fact.  


MR. OERTER:  But you're fairly 
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comfortable you're going to get it?  


MR. EK:  There is no green light on the 


project right now, I can tell you that.  But as a 


matter of fact, there are two different dockets.  


Right now there's a certificate of need that the PUC 


is going through and that's -- it is the same 


project but they are different dockets.  They, right 


now, are -- in the next few weeks, I believe -- or 


next month, will decide -- make a decision on 


whether this project is indeed needed.  That 


decision would determine the fate of this whole 


routing process.  If they decide that it is not 


needed, well, this routing process goes away and so 


does the project at this point.  There is no green 


light for this project as of right now.


MR. OERTER:  How does that correlate to 


the -- January 29 of 2010?  


MR. EK:  Oh, okay.  Well, that's part of 


this whole process.  And you asked the question, 


April 30, was that your last time to comment -- 


MR. OERTER:  Because you have that date 


in writing. 


MR. EK:  Right.  That's for the scoping 


part of the -- 


MR. OERTER:  Okay.
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MR. EK:  -- environmental review.  And 


that's to get your comments into the scope, which 


is -- what I said is the table of contents, kind of, 


what would we study in the environmental impact 


statement.  So what we do, we take that, we put 


together the environmental impact statement.  And 


then there would be another opportunity, once that 


EIS is issued, for the public to comment on that 


EIS, on the alternatives that were analyzed in that 


EIS, maybe what alternative is better.  


And at the same time, there's a contested 


case hearing with an Administrative Law Judge where 


the public has an opportunity to provide testimony 


on, you know, the process that's already gone on and 


what's been found -- what's been shown in the EIS, 


the alternatives, what alternative's better.  


And all that information, including your 


public comments, is taken by my office and we put it 


all together, we funnel it to the PUC, and it's 


considered the record of the docket.  And what they 


do, they take a look at all that information and we 


also provide them a recommendation on what we think 


would be the best route for this project.  


On that January 29 date, 2010, you're 


talking about, that would be the date they would 
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decide, well, we'll give this project a permit, or 


we won't give this project a permit.  If they do 


give the project a permit, they'll decide what the 


route would look like, what the conditions would be 


in the permit for that route, so on and so forth.  


So there's a lot of process left here and by no 


means is there a green light on this project.  


So -- but good question.  Good question.  


Thank you.  


MR. OERTER:  One final comment, then.  


The preferred and the alternate routes can be 


changed up to the 2010 date, then?  


MR. EK:  Well, certainly, that's actually 


part of tonight.  That's part of the public comment 


process, is we're looking -- we're seeking input 


from individuals that may be -- may feel -- or be 


impacted by what's proposed.  And maybe -- because 


you folks know the area better and you could propose 


a different route.  And that's why we have out back 


there folks that can print out kind of zoomed-in 


maps or however -- whatever scale you'd like.  And 


our thoughts were, you can go ahead and maybe 


draw -- 


MR. OERTER:  Okay. 


MR. EK: -- on that map and submit that as 
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a comment to us so we can take a look at that, and 


that's considered an alternative.  And there are 


plenty of examples in the past to where a proposed 


line has ended up changing from what you see today 


to the final permit stage, should -- if it was 


permitted, and that's because of alternatives that 


were submitted by the public.  So -- and this will 


be just the first opportunity of a few more through 


this whole-year process.


MR. OERTER:  So we have ten months left 


of head scratching here?  


MR. EK:  Yes.  Unfortunately, you do.


MR. OERTER:  All right.  And I'm asking 


one more question, then.  Do you use the local 


newspapers for notification of these meetings?  


MR. EK:  Yes, we do.  Offhand, I don't 


know all of them, but I believe off the top -- I'm 


just thinking of the list and there has to be at 


least 20 to 25 different newspapers along the length 


of the line.  I do have that information -- I do 


have that information back at my office saved 


somewhere.  I don't have it here, but I know there 


was a very extensive list.  And we actually went out 


of our way, we went beyond what we needed to do for 


notice in newspapers.  
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Does that answer your question?  


MR. OERTER:  Yeah, kind of.  


MR. EK:  All right.  Any other questions?


Yes, sir.  


MR. SKAAR:  Earl Skaar, S-K-A-A-R.  Do 


you have a copy of the -- like, the chart or the 


little mailer you had back in August that you sent 


out to our homes?


MR. POORKER:  For the open houses, that's 


what you mean, right?  


MR. SKAAR:  The last one.  


MR. POORKER:  The open house?


MR. SKAAR:  Yeah. 


MR. POORKER:  We do have a copy of one, 


it is in our permit application.  We have a couple 


copies out there.  


MR. SKAAR:  Okay.  I remember receiving 


one, but I -- you said there was two or three routes 


that you -- and I only recall one route being 


suggested in this area.  


MR. POORKER:  Ah.


MR. SKAAR:  And we're drastically 


different from that route, you know.  So originally, 


you know, where I live it wasn't, you know -- or so 


I thought, it's not in my backyard.  But, you know, 
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I was a little concerned because you were -- 


they're, you know, further away now and all of a 


sudden you are in my backyard.  And I was wondering 


how we got from that point to this point, when you 


said you had two or three routes and those were 


never indicated on -- I mean, it's within the 


corridor, granted, I understand you guys can, you 


know, go anywhere in the corridor, but you had one 


that's not even a suggested route and I'm just 


wondering how that ended up getting changed so much?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And that's what we 


tried to convey at the open house, that we weren't 


sure, we're still getting input at that those open 


houses.


MR. SKAAR:  And so then, I guess, here's 


the process, you're going to go -- say you're going 


to go over here where we have all these people 


pissed off by it, but we really wanted to go here 


and we're kind of backdooring this thing?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  I do have the mailer 


here, that's something we can definitely look at.  


But I mean, exactly why we chose one over the other, 


I'm not 100 percent sure.


MR. SKAAR:  It wasn't even -- or this 


northern route wasn't even -- I mean, it's one mile 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


10


in your original 12-mile thing, that wasn't even on 


the radar that you were looking to go at that time, 


you know, that far in the corridor before.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  But, again, we 


analyze through the whole process.


MR. SKAAR:  Right.  But you said you 


had -- originally said you had come back last August 


with two or three different routes, and on that 


mailer there was no such thing as this route. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Okay.  We did have 


at least two because we -- by state law we have to 


have two, so -- and in some areas we had as many as 


three or four.


MR. SKAAR:  I'd like to see that and 


discuss that in further detail. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  But a lot of times 


the reason that we make changes here and there is 


not necessarily because somebody said I don't want 


it by my place.  There has to be a reason that we -- 


and we analyzed a number of homes or how close homes 


were to the route and we looked over like -- 


MR. SKAAR:  And then your -- what's your 


ordinance from existing houses, as far as how close 


you can come to an existing house?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Well, there's the 
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National Electric Safety Code, which we're well 


beyond that because we're -- 


MR. SKAAR:  Or what is it in feet?


MR. POORKER:  That's only, like, 25 feet 


or so.


MR. SKAAR:  Yeah.


MR. POORKER:  So we're certainly well 


outside of that.  But we made a point to be sure, 


wherever our route went, that there would be no 


homes within our right-of-way.  And preferably, 


further away than that, of course.  We're much 


further than that, so -- 


MR. SKAAR:  So I'm on the route -- the -- 


not over the extent of my house, it was a long ways 


from where it actually is.  And it's kind of -- I 


was wondering, if the tower tips over, it would be 


within -- if the tower tips over, you'll be outside 


of your right-of-way?  


MR. POORKER:  If it tips over, but that's 


very, very unlikely to happen.


MR. SKAAR:  Right.  Right.


MR. POORKER:  But that's a different 


subject, but -- because there is a chance they could 


fail.  But if a pole like this fails, it's built so 


that it doesn't tip over.  There's a 30-foot 
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concrete base it's built on in the ground, so it 


kind of makes it hard for it to tip over.  But if it 


does fail, it might go -- or something like that, it 


will fail on the first possible -- it will just tip 


over and so it's pretty self -- it's very -- if 


these towers go down, you've got bigger problems out 


there.  


MR. SKAAR:  It's going by my house, too.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Exactly.  So let's 


take a look at that after the meeting and we can -- 


and there are charts.  We have examples in those, we 


have charts of how far away the homes are, how many 


homes there are, and so we'll definitely take a look 


at that. 


MR. EK:  Any other questions, comments?  


Now's a real good opportunity to get your concerns 


on the record to be included in the scope.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. HAFNER:  Hi, my name is John Hafner, 


H-A-F-N-E-R.  I'm the project manager of CPV Diamond 


Lake Renewable Energy Company.  It's a potential 


energy project of up to 400 megawatts in the Lincoln 


County area.  


And I just had a few thoughts on the 


alternate versus the preferred transmission line.  
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First, CPV is very strong -- strongly supports the 


CapX project and the company feels that it's 


absolutely mandatory or essential for CapX to exist 


for Minnesota to meet several renewable energy 


goals.  That's -- Buffalo Ridge is by far the 


most -- the best wind resource region in Minnesota.  


With regards to the preferred versus 


alternate routes in the Brookings County substation 


to Lyon County substation area in particular, the 


two things that I have noticed is that the -- one is 


that the preferred route is fairly further away from 


the Brookings County substation than the alternative 


route is, so -- at least within the South Dakota 


portion of the project.  You may be seeing somewhere 


between four and six extra miles of transmission, 


which it looks like some level of extra cost to the 


project.  


So on that -- from that perspective, I 


think there would be preference for the alternate 


route.  More so in the more southerly areas, as you 


head down from Hendricks, heading down toward the 


Lake Benton area, Buffalo Ridge itself lines that.  


So for any project there that wanted to interconnect 


directly to the larger line, there would be more 


options for projects that were on top of Buffalo 
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Ridge on the wider section, the southerly section.  


So those are my two comments, in that 


there may be greater potential benefits for 


renewable energy and that there's a larger resource 


covered by the southerly line and it may require 


less cost to construct.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments.  


Any other comments, concerns, 


alternatives you'd like to be suggested?  


Yes, sir.  


MR. DOWNING:  Dan Downing, D-O-W-N-I-N-G.  


I was just wondering what the -- what 


kind of energy, is it coming from windmills or what 


actually is the source of energy out in South Dakota 


that they're routing it to?  


MR. EK:  Well, yeah, part of the project 


is for wind transmission.  


MR. DOWNING:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  And maybe Craig can speak more 


of what -- about the operation of the transmission 


line structures in Minnesota we're going to see 


these put on.  But yes, wind is a big part of this 


project.  


Craig, I don't know if you'd like to 


speak a little more on this. 
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MR. POORKER:  Yeah, maybe just a little 


bit more on this.  It's going to serve, certainly, a 


lot of wind capacity, but not only wind.  I think 


there are people out there that would like to see 


sort of wind and wind only.  But transmission line 


systems or energy systems work so that there's all 


kind of generation -- generated electricity on 


there.  So there could be -- at any time, you don't 


know where the generation is actually coming from.  


If the wind isn't blowing or if there's a big draw, 


yeah, there could be some other generation.  It 


could be coal, it could be biomass, it could be 


anything else that may come along in the future, as 


well, so it doesn't discriminate in regards to what 


kind of generation there may be.  But in this 


wind-rich area, it could mean you are looking at 


wind energy.  


MR. DOWNING:  There's nothing in 


Brookings that actually is linking Brookings to -- 


MR. POORKER:  I think in reference to 


Brookings County substation, that's where a lot of 


feeder lines are going into, is into that substation 


right there, that's kind of why we're looking right 


there.  As far as other generation in the future, 


I -- and I expect that there will be some along this 
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transmission line, all the way to Twin Cities.  And 


that's why we have -- we're building substations 


every 25 miles, 35, 50 miles or so between them, 


those are going to be some of those onramps for new 


generation or an offramp for cities that are growing 


pretty well.  Like Marshall, for instance, has been 


growing a lot, a lot of ethanol plants coming on 


line.  Those take a lot of energy that we might have 


to drop off as we go by.


MR. DOWNING:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Any other questions, 


comments?  


Yes, sir.  


MR. OERTER:  After that discussion, 


another point of clarification, the poles are going 


to carry one line, but are designed for two?  


MR. EK:  Correct. 


MR. POORKER:  Yes.


MR. OERTER:  Not six?  


MR. EK:  Well, sir, there are three lines 


that make a circuit.  


MR. OERTER:  Oh.


MR. EK:  So there would be -- 


MR. OERTER:  So they'll carry six lines?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  If you want to call it 
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that way, there will be six wires, yes.  


MR. POORKER:  I might add that there are 


two more up on top for what we call shield wires.  


So actually two more on top.


MR. OERTER:  So actually -- the poles 


actually support eight lines, then?  


MR. POORKER:  Eight wires.


MR. OERTER:  Eight wires. 


MR. POORKER:  There's two circuits and 


then two -- 


MR. OERTER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER: -- lightning protection 


shield wires. 


MR. SKAAR:  So this -- so from 345, it 


will -- the wire could actually be doubled to 700 -- 


or 690?  


MR. POORKER:  No.  No.  It will be two 


separate transmission lines, each 345 kV.  


MR. SKAAR:  That's what I said, two 


separate 345s?


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  You can't add 


it together and get 690, that's not the way -- 


MR. SKAAR:  Right.  But I mean, you still 


are -- so right now, it's built with one circuit of 


345 with the potential of adding another circuit of 
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345?  


MR. POORKER:  Right.


MR. SKAAR:  Right.  That's -- and I don't 


know, but it's potentially double the power going on 


the system?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes, that would be along 


the route right now.  So yeah, from Brookings County 


substation up to Lyon County, and we're going to 


build it initially to carry one -- one line on 


there.  But it could be built that -- so you can add 


another one in the future a little easier without 


disrupting all the fields and whatever -- 


MR. SKAAR:  But I mean, the potential 


exists, essentially, to double the capacity of the 


system?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  And that is if that's 


what we're told to do as part of that certificate of 


need that's coming up here in the next month or two.  


MR. EK:  Any other questions, comments, 


concerns?  


MR. SKAAR:  And then as far as -- you 


know, you talked about your substations or whatever, 


and that's the only way to add wind -- additional 


wind power into the system is -- so basically, 


you've got it out here in Brookings and then the 
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next one would be Marshall, so basically anyplace in 


between would have to build new -- if there was a 


new project, you would have build lines to either 


one of those substations?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  I'm not exactly sure 


if we'd have to go right into that substation, you 


can -- 


Pam, can you go into distribution 


substations, can they go in there to get on -- 


MS. RASMUSSEN:  Pam Rasmussen with Xcel 


Energy.  


There's other substations on our system, 


on the lower voltage 115 kV system, for example, 


there's a substation just south of here.  So 


additional wind projects and growth in the area 


would tie into the existing 115 kV substation, 


depending on the proximity of that project.  It 


doesn't have to be these specific substations.


MR. SKAAR:  Right.  But you don't have 


those listed -- those transmission -- or those 


smaller substations listed on here (indicating)?  


MS. RASMUSSEN:  Not on that (indicating), 


but we've got some substations that isn't shown on 


that, but we do have maps if you're interested in 


seeing those. 
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MR. SKAAR:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Any other questions, comments?  


All right.  Well, I urge you, then, to -- 


we'll all be around after this meeting for any 


questions, comments you may have informally.  I urge 


you to grab a comment form in the back, submit a 


comment that way if you'd like.  And also, take a 


look at the option of printing out of a map of your 


area and submitting a comment or alternative for us 


that you would like us to see on one of those map.  


You can hand them in tonight, send them in through 


the mail or e-mail.  


But thank you all for attending. 


(Public comment concluded.)
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 MR. EK:  So now we'll open it up to 


comments that any of you have.  Comments, issues, 


concerns, alternatives that you'd like to be 


included for us to look at in the environmental 


impact statement.  So I guess we'll just kind of go 


by show of hands.


Who has comments?  


Please spell your name for the court 


reporter.


MR. ANDERSON:  Gary Anderson, G-A-R-Y, 


A-N-D-E-R-S-O-N.  


And I know there's always concern on 


stray voltage, and I've got a livestock operation 


and it's a concern and I'd like to have you cover 


that a little bit.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Thank you, 


Mr. Anderson.  That's a good question and, as a 


matter of fact, many of the past projects -- in 


fact, all of the past projects we've done include 


that category of stray voltage we look at.  We 


haven't -- you know, we haven't found that to be a 


problem.  If it is a problem, it's something that's 


put in the permit and it's something that is 


required to be resolved by the applicant.  


However, we still continue to look at it, 
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we continue to look at new information to make sure 


we're looking at that impact and issue properly.  So 


it will be included in this environmental impact 


statement.  


Thank you.  


Yes, sir.  If you could spell your name.


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Yes.  My name is 


Gene Stengel.  Gene is G-E-N-E, Stengel is 


S-T-E-N-G-E-L.  I'm also a Minnesota Falls 


supervisor.  


I guess I'm going to try to address just 


what you were talking about, I have some comments.  


Stray voltage is a problem, I can relate to that, I 


can equate to that.  We have had instances where 


under a 115 kVA (sic) line, we could not remove a 


tire off a silage wagon because of the stray voltage 


transfer that happened.  We had to literally 


insulate ourself from the ground with a piece of 


plywood in order to put a lug wrench on the tires, 


in order to get the tire off.  


So stray voltage is a problem, it is 


going to pose a number of our neighbors some 


problems with regards to milking setups.  We know 


for a fact that this thing is going to come within a 


dairy that is -- I'm not exactly sure what the 
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footage is, but it's extremely close to the existing 


power line right now as the preferred route.  It 


doesn't happen to be in Minnesota Falls Township, 


it's in another township.  


We also grew up on a farm that my brother 


happens to live on right now.  We have 60-year-old 


trees that are ash trees along with evergreen trees.  


Environmentally, there is something wrong with the 


trees when they grow next to and under a power line.  


Those 60-year-old trees are probably about a foot 


across and that is extremely unusual.  You cannot 


get evergreen trees to survive underneath a power 


line, stray voltage is a problem.  


I can't imagine for one second living 


next to a 345 kVA line and not having power 


problems -- stray voltage problems at some point in 


time.  My brother's place has a cattle feeding setup 


on it, it's directly going to be impacted.  Cattle 


get wet feet, they stand in manure, the energy 


transfer is going to be phenomenal.  They're going 


to act like magnets.  


We strung, years ago, a small electric 


fence line 300 feet between a pole set and a pole 


set underneath of that 115 kVA line.  You could not 


grab onto that electric fence wire without getting a 
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jolt off of the existing electric fence line that 


was not hooked up to anything.  There was that much 


voltage transfer from the existing power line.  So 


that is a very, very dynamic thing.  


And growing up as kids -- his name was -- 


What was Iverson's (phonetic) first name, 


Allen?  


MR. ALLEN STENGEL:  Jim.


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Jim.  His name was 


Jim Iverson.  It took us probably about 15 years to 


figure out why we had such serious problems with 


television sets that were the tube-type TVs.  And 


the nearest thing Jim could figure out, he says you 


guys are having extreme, extreme issues with 


electronics.  And he says the only thing I can 


equate it to is the energy transfer coming off the 


transmission line itself, and it is being bottled up 


by the tube and it doesn't know how to deal with the 


magnetic energy that's being created inside the TV 


set.  And we would prematurely -- five years, a TV 


set would burn itself out.  


So there are problems.  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Those are good 


concerns.  And unfortunately, I'm not an electrical 


engineer and I can't, you know, comment about how 
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that all works and so on and so forth.  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Then something has to 


be done.


MR. EK:  It's something we've heard quite 


a bit about in the past couple of meetings.  Stray 


voltage, we just heard it from the gentleman behind 


you, the radio and FM/AM frequency, GPS, that's all 


been brought up as well a number of times.  So now 


we have that in the record as something, you know, 


people feel very strongly about.  So we will take a 


look at that -- a strong look at that and make sure 


that we're getting our information right.  So when a 


final decision does come, we can, you know, put the 


appropriate conditions into a permit or whatever it 


need be.  


So I appreciate your comment and it just 


helps us.  You know, we're going to categorize all 


these and so we're going see a big -- whole -- a 


list underneath stray voltage.  And that will just 


signal us that that's something we need to focus on 


quite a bit in this environmental impact statement.  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Another question I 


guess I've got, and I don't know who can take and 


field it, but when it comes to the existing towers 


at 150 feet and a 30-foot or 40-foot base in the 
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ground, is that cement and rebar base part of a 


ground system to transfer some of the energy that's 


going to be accepted by the tower?  


MR. EK:  Craig can answer that one 


probably a little better.  


MR. POORKER:  Well, I'm not an engineer, 


first off, but that's a question I've had, too.  And 


in fact, every pole is grounded, whether it's 


grounded through that structure -- and I think it 


would be.  A lot of times, though, you'll see on 


wood poles there will be a wire coming down -- all 


the way down into the ground to ground every single 


structure like that.  So it's grounded somehow, 


whether it's in that column or a separate wire 


running down, it would be grounded.  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Yup. 


MR. EK:  Any other comments folks have, 


issues, concerns?  


Yes, sir.  If you could please state and 


spell your name.  


MR. WAMBEKE:  My name is Dick Wambeke, 


W-A-M-B-E-K-E.  


My question relates to, we have a 
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possibility of a rather large wind project in 


western Yellow Medicine County, but they need a 


place to wheel their energy.  If this line is built, 


would they be allowed to, you know, use it as an 


electrical highway for new wind power, a renewable 


source?  


MR. EK:  Very good question.  And 


actually, that is -- one component of this project 


is the need for -- is to -- those wind facilities 


that are coming on line in southwest Minnesota and 


so forth.  This is going to provide a conduit for 


that energy coming out of those wind farms to make 


it to this line.  So that is a purpose for this 


line, specifically, yes.  


And I know it all depends if MISO, I 


think there's -- they have their MISO queue and 


connections, and I'm not quite exactly sure how that 


works.  But there's -- you know, you might even know 


more about it than I.  


But yeah -- and Craig, maybe you could 


speak to it a little more on the interconnection.  


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  And that's a good 


question, that's something I forgot to address, too, 


is that this line significantly serves a lot of new 


generation that's coming on line.  And of course in 
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this area, I don't have to tell you about wind 


generation, that's pretty significant out here.  And 


typically -- substations, too, we'll have 


substations along the way and some of the co-ops and 


distribution companies have substations that they're 


going to be able to take a lot of that wind 


generation on.  


And of course, you probably heard about 


the 25 percent by -- renewables by the year 2025, 


and that's going to help address a lot of that.  And 


there are a lot of wind projects waiting for a 


project like this one to come on line.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Yes, it does.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Back there, if you 


could state and spell your name, please.  


MR. SHEGGEBY:  Paul Sheggeby, 


S-H-E-G-G-E-B-Y.  


I'd like to know what the status is of 


that Hazel Creek substation, and if could you 


discuss a little bit about the lines coming into one 


and going out, and the size of the substation and 


just discuss a little bit more about that, please.  


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question.  
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Mr. Sheggeby's question is a good one about the 


Hazel Creek substation, and we don't know exactly 


where that's going to go.  You've probably seen in 


the permit, we have a search area for a spot.  We 


don't have a spot for that yet, but we'll probably 


spend some more time looking for a substation site.  


And what does it look like?  That's one 


of those substations that's going to be an important 


one.  Our transmission line would come into that 


substation and would leave it again to get across 


the Minnesota River into the existing Minnesota 


Valley substation.  That would also serve as a good 


feeder for other transmission projects that might be 


serving some of those wind generation projects as 


well, and especially just west of here and probably 


some more even coming in the area.  


Does that answer your question on that?  


MR. SHEGGEBY:  So it wouldn't necessarily 


be just the 345-kilovolt line coming in and going 


out of there, there could be other lines?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  There could be some 


other additional lines coming into that, but 


wherever you'd -- we might be collecting some of 


that wind generation to get it to the substation and 


then we could get it onto the whole grid system that 
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way, the 345 kV grid system. 


MR. EK:  Any more comments, questions, 


concerns you'd like to address?  


Yes.  If you could state and spell your 


name, please.  


MR. HENDRICKS:  Jon Hendricks, J-O-N, 


H-E-N-D-R-I-C-K-S.  I'm actually from the New Prague 


area, but because of scheduling, this is the best 


meeting for me to attend.


In our area, the power -- the preferred 


route comes on the north side of New Prague.  And so 


when you're evaluating the possibilities, I'd like 


the evaluation to consider not only the impact on 


the existing homes, but the future growth of the 


area, the density -- proposed housing density.  And 


not only in New Prague, but in southern Scott County 


where it's going to have a greater impact, I guess, 


on the existing homes and future development.  


And if the power line would stifle or 


deter people from moving into the area near 


the power line, then that would affect property 


values and have an economic impact.  So I hope that 


would be considered.  


MR. EK:  Thanks.  Just to clarify, so 


then, you're -- you'd like us to make sure that we 
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take a look at property values as compared to this 


line, comprehensive plans for various cities and 


counties that may be impacted by the line, and 


developments that -- you know, that we -- comments 


we receive from people about developments.  And also 


it sounds like proximity to, you know, existing 


residential areas and so forth.  


Does that kind of sum up -- 


MR. HENDRICKS:  Right.  The impact on 


existing, and then in the future, assuming the 


natural growth of cities and counties and so forth, 


how many people five, ten years from now might be 


impacted by the future -- in the future by the line.  


I guess that relates, maybe, to the land use or 


zoning laws that the counties and -- or something 


like that. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Yeah.  You're very 


correct.  It would come down to land use and 


the plans -- and future plans for these various 


cities and communities.  And that is something we 


definitely look at and it's important in this 


process.  


So thank you.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please.  
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MR. SWOBODA:  I'm Don Swoboda, 


S-W-O-B-O-D-A.  


I've got a couple comments.  The first 


one I'm worried about is the impact on all the 


farmland.  I mean, how are we -- how are farmers 


supposed to be farming around poles and stuff?  


Another concern is, why don't you run it 


down Highway 23?  That's a major highway, this way 


you won't have -- you won't be by livestock 


facilities, farmhouses, and you won't have to impact 


all the tile lines.  And another thing with the 


power station, why don't you put it where the 


original one is right now in Granite Falls?  This 


way we've got all the transmission lines going out, 


this way, you don't have to -- you don't have to buy 


no more farming land.  All you've got to do is just 


put -- add on where the existing power plant (sic) 


is right now, this way everything is right there.  


So thanks.  


MR. EK:  I'll let Craig answer a couple, 


but the first thing, I just wanted to make sure, you 


suggested an alternative that they go down 


Highway 23?  


MR. SWOBODA:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Okay.  I just want to make sure 
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that that gets on the record.  


And maybe, Craig, could you address 


the -- going through agriculture?  I'm not quite 


sure -- 


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  And you're right, 


that was a question or a comment that came up a lot.  


Especially when we're in this area and even in 


more -- the south metro area, too.  I mean, it's 


significant, the impact to farming.  We -- I 


certainly understand that people don't like going 


around with huge equipment, your equipment is not 


small like it used to be, and some of those things 


are out there 50 feet away and it's kind of 


sometimes hard to judge.  


And so we're aware of that, and that's 


why we tried to hug the road right-of-way as much as 


we can.  And then also, at the same time, we try to 


keep our spans fairly long, too, so you don't have 


so many poles in there.  We try to keep them at 


least 1,000 feet apart from each other so it 


hopefully minimizes, to an extent, farming around 


those.  


Your comments also about Minnesota Valley 


substation, we did look at that.  And that 


substation is getting so congested that it's hard to 
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find a lot more room in there.  And not just for 


ours, but for those existing interconnections coming 


from future wind developments and things like that, 


some of those 115 kVs that may have to come into 


that substation to serve those wind farms that are 


coming up.  


Did you have another question in there, 


too, about tile lines -- why don't we follow 


Highway 23?  That's another thing we heard a lot of 


comments on that, too, was the impact to tiles.  And 


that's -- and not just that, but rural water was an 


issue.  There are buried cables in there, all kinds 


of things we need to be looking out for, buried gas.  


And so there's going to be a lot of coordination no 


matter where we go, with you as a landowner and with 


the other utilities as well.  


So -- and Highway 23 is a challenge for 


us, too.  In fact, we heard a lot of suggestions, 


why not follow Highway 19?  As much as we'd like to, 


that's where the cities get built, are right along 


those highways.  And it's an effort for us to get 


around cities, we don't want to go through urban 


areas, residential area.  We try to avoid cities 


like that.  


So our preferred route is following that 
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existing 115 kV line, that to us seems like a good 


one.  The alternative route was, for the most part, 


again, following roadways.  I think there is some 


where we follow quarter-section lines, things like 


that.  So we're not, again, out in the middle of 


fields.  


So those are all things we need to weigh, 


and now the state needs to weigh that along with 


their consultant as well and go through our route 


and see and scrutinize that along with all the 


comments that we get, too. 


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. SWOBODA:  Yes. 


MR. EK:  Any other comments, questions?  


Yes, sir.  


MR. PRINS:  Corey Prins, C-O-R-E-Y, 


P-R-I-N-S, with Northwestern Farm Management out of 


Marshall.  


And in regards to the agricultural 


impact, I know you're -- the focus is to run along 


right-of-ways along the roads, but there are 


multiple places where the proposed and alternate 


route are going through the middle of sections.  I 


know that's done to avoid residential sites as much 
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as possible, which many of my clients can agree 


with.  But as it pertains to going across the middle 


of a section, most properties are divided at the 


half-section line.  But I specifically have four 


clients that this proposed and alternate route will 


divide the farm because it is a half section or full 


section of ground, and having the power line poles 


in the middle of the farm will affect the value of 


the property.  


And I'm willing to address those 


properties one on one with you as it affects 


everyone here, but we do have a big concern in those 


cases where the power line proposal is in the middle 


of a section.  And we would like to see that avoided 


when it does divide a single ownership of a land.  


MR. EK:  So just to get this right -- I 


don't know if you'll be submitting a comment by 


letter, but just to get this right, what you'd like 


us to look at is the prospect of the line when it 


goes through sections that it shouldn't -- instead 


of cutting through a center section or a quarter 


section, that it would follow section boundaries 


instead.  Or do you have some alternative in mind in 


that area?  


MR. PRINS:  My suggestion is that you 
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follow property ownership lines as it affects -- 


because each parcel has different acres in ownership 


of where you have a large single ownership of 640 


acres, there is -- I actually have a case where an 


owner owns 640 acres and this power line is proposed 


to go right the middle of it -- through the middle 


of a section.  


So case by case, half section lines does 


make sense, but there are exceptions to that rule 


that will affect agriculture ownership.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  What I would suggest -- 


great comment.  What I would suggest in those areas 


are, if you're representing folks, is possibly -- 


you have an opportunity to go back and print out a 


map here, and at least show us those areas that you 


have concern where it's dividing the land and maybe 


show alternatives or something that could be done to 


resolve that problem so we know about it and know 


where it is.  


So that would be the first step, I'd 


suggest you go back there and do that today.  


Otherwise, also submit a comment, e-mail, mail, and 


let us know so we do have an idea of your concern 


and the areas of those concerns.  


So thank you.  
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Any other comments, questions, concerns?


If you could state your name, spell it, 


please, sir.


MR. HINZ:  David Hinz, H-I-N-Z.  


And I just want to make sure that after 


the transmission line gets bumped up on the voltage 


if my cell phone will still work?  Every time I get 


next to a high-voltage line, I lose contact, dead 


spots, every time I'm on my cell phone.  I use it 


continuously, 60, 70 phone calls a day, and we're 


going to be living pretty close to it.  So that's 


what I need to know, is how does it affect cell 


phone usage?  


MR. EK:  That's a good question, sir.  


And in past studies, again, that is something that 


we do -- have studied and we have found that it -- 


generally, no, that is not a problem.  Of course, 


there's many, many, many, many things that go into 


why your cell phone goes out.  You know, carrier and 


where the poles are placed, transmission -- not the 


electric transmission, but the carrier poles and so 


forth.  


But that is something -- we look at radio 


interference, that was brought up earlier, and FM.  


As I said, the GPS, the global positioning farming, 
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that's another issue that was brought up that -- you 


know, that's very similar to the cell phone issue 


you're bringing up.  And that's something that we 


will look at and study in the environmental impact 


statement.  


Does that -- 


MR. HINZ:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Okay.  Any other questions, 


comments?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please.


MR. JOHNSON:  I can't spell.  


Gary Johnson, Yellow Medicine County Commissioner, 


J-O-H-N-S-O-N.  


I have about five, six different 


questions.  Who's actually going to own this line, 


is one of the questions.  Is this thing being built 


on demand or speculating?  And I'd like to know the 


percentage of wind versus coal, and I'm wondering 


what guarantee you have to put wind on there?  


And my two other questions are, who's 


going to pay for the line, the people that own it 


or -- I was at REC meetings last Saturday and I 


understand there's legislation going out there by 


Kubly and Aaron Falk (phonetic).  If that 
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legislation goes through this legislative session, 


each individual person that pays a light bill is 


taxed and will be paying for lines and everything 


else to do renewable energy.  I think everybody's in 


favor of renewable energy, but find it some other 


place.  I mean, you can't be taxing people in one 


company to help your competition get going.  


And my last and final question, if you 


need them repeated, I can go one by one.  I drove B3 


County Road the other day, your highway poles right 


now are ten feet from the shoulder of the road, not 


the right-of-way, the road.  And if you look at that 


and you know the Selter (phonetic) farm he's talking 


about down there, the dairy setup, there isn't room 


between there and the county right-of-way to put a 


pad like you're talking.  I guess, how are you going 


to address that?  


And if you're going to still put them in 


the county right-of-way, will the power company that 


owns it sign a release to the county releasing us of 


liability if somebody hits that pole?  


MR. POORKER:  Mr. Johnson, thanks, those 


are all excellent questions, but I don't have a 


memory.  So I'd like you to repeat them.  


MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  The first one was 
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the cost to built this thing. 


MR. POORKER:  The cost to build it, the 


cost for our preferred route, I believe it's 


$700 million, and for the alternate route, 


$755 million.


MR. JOHNSON:  Second one is, are you 


building it because of the demand or speculating the 


demand coming?  At the REC meeting, I talked to some 


individuals and I don't know if people realize it, 


but if the Big Stone Two line doesn't get built, 


there is such a demand in the fall of the year when 


corn driers are running that somebody's going to 


have blackouts sooner or later. 


MR. EK:  Just so you folks know, there 


are two dockets right now.  And when you're talking 


about demand, that kind of feeds into need.  There's 


a need docket open right now and this is the routing 


docket.  They are going to be making a decision 


within the next few weeks here on the need for this 


project, which feeds into the demand.  


So once the Public Utilities Commission 


makes their decision on whether this project is 


needed or not needed, kind of decides whether this 


goes forward.  So that's where the demand kind of 


ends.  If they say yes, it's a go, well, then we 
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continue this routing process.  If they say no, 


well, then it kind of ends right here for now, to 


answer that question.  


MR. ALLEN STENGEL:  Yeah.  Allen Stengel, 


A-L-L-E-N, S-T-E-N-G-E-L.  


My question to the Commission is, how 


many nos have you got?  I mean, how many people have 


sat down and actually said no, we don't we want 


this, we want smaller power lines, not 345 kVA.  Can 


we get by with less?  


MR. EK:  Unfortunately, I'm with the 


routing process and I'm not with the Public 


Utilities Commission.  So I can't answer, you know, 


where that is, what their decision might be, what 


they've looked at.  And I know it's not a yes/no 


voting process, kind of how you're describing it.  


But they will ultimately come to a 


decision, and I guess I can't comment and answer the 


question as to how they will come to that decision 


because I'm not a part of that.  It's separate from 


what I'm doing here today, so I apologize, I can't 


answer that.  


MR. ALLEN STENGEL:  If you go and you 


look at the wind energy that's down south and you're 


looking at wind energy up here, like Granite Falls, 
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what's wrong with forgetting the line altogether and 


building yourself an energy (sic) down by Hampton?  


I mean, you can put the windmills everywhere.  You 


don't necessarily need power lines to transmit all 


this energy all over the country just because we 


have a pod here and one down there.  You can go and 


build them down there by the Cities, too, where the 


power is actually going to be needed.  


MR. EK:  That's a good comment.  And I'm 


not in the business of building power lines, I'm in 


the business of reviewing people who would like to 


build power lines or windmills.  


Maybe, Craig, could you -- we want to get 


back to this gentleman's questions.  


MR. POORKER:  Mr. Johnson, ask me another 


question, I know you had quite a few.  


And we'll get to yours, too.


MR. JOHNSON:  I asked what percentage of 


it will be for wind and what percentage for coal. 


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question, we 


get that one a lot.  There's a strong wind presence 


out here and we're hearing from a lot of wind 


developers to move this along, they're waiting for 


us to build this.  So what percentage of what kind?  


I mean, it always fluctuates.  When the wind is 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


26


blowing, there's going to be a lot of wind 


generation on the line.  And if the wind isn't 


blowing and there's a huge demand in the Marshall or 


the Twin Cities area, it could be coming from coal, 


it could be coming from some other biomass, it could 


be coming from -- onto the system, all kinds of 


different types of generation.  And that's the way 


the electric grid system works, there can be all 


kinds of generation at any one time.  But it's going 


to significantly support some of the wind projects 


coming on.


MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  The other question, 


what is -- what guarantee we'd have to put on -- 


wind on this line?  Because I know on the Big Stone 


line coming south down into Canby, there was a small 


percentage of the grid that was going to be allowed 


for wind, and what guarantee -- is it cost-feasible 


to tie wind into this?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure about the 


guarantee, but I think that might have to do with, 


probably, the need portion that they're talking 


about.  And I don't know if they -- I don't think 


they put wind conditions on that, I think they're 


going determine that they're possibly -- if it's 


going to be needed.  We haven't gotten a 
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determination from the PUC that it is going to be 


needed, and I don't know about if they're putting 


stipulations on that.  I'm not -- haven't been 


following that because I'm the routing guy.


MR. JOHNSON:  So there will be another 


meeting coming up to address more of these 


questions?  This is more of an impact study, I 


understand now, and people's feelings and that, but 


there will be another hearing for this?  


MR. POORKER:  For the need portion?  


MR. JOHNSON:  Well, for just general 


question like this, what percentage -- what 


guarantee do we have if do have people that start a 


wind farm in Canby that they could tie into this 


line at a feasible cost?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  I'm not familiar 


with that, but I know that's a separate issue 


dealing with the need portion, and it has to do with 


building new substations.  And windmills have to go 


through the -- through a process as well, a 


permitting process.


MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  The other 


question -- I have two more -- who's paying for it, 


who's paying for this line?  It is your utility 


companies out there, your easements, or who's paying 
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for it?  And does it tie in with this legislation 


that Kubly and Falk are laying there with where 


every individual sitting here will be paying for?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question.  


And the short answer is, it's you as a consumer of 


electricity that pays for it.  But there's -- the 


CapX 2020 projects are a group of 11 utilities that 


are all paying for it.  Depending on how many folks 


that they may serve and things like that, there's a 


formula -- I'm not sure how much each utility is 


paying, but they're all paying for it.  So it's 


those 11 utilities -- transmission utilities that 


are helping to pay for this whole project.


MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  The last one I had 


was right-of-way, the county doesn't want to push it 


out on the property owner, but, say, take B3 where 


they're only ten feet from the edge of the gravel 


right now, if we reconstruct that road in ten, 15, 


and looking further -- I won't be around, probably, 


in 30 years, but if they reconstruct it then, how 


are you going to reconstruct it when you have these 


power lines right in the right-of-way?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, that's a good 


question.  That existing 115 kV line now that runs 


along the county road is really close to the road.  
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I mean, it's like you said, about ten feet from the 


edge of the gravel, right -- from the edge of the 


shoulder, pretty close.  And we do visit with the 


county highway departments and we visited with all 


of them, I think, along the project.  And they do 


have the same concerns, that we are not too close to 


the roadway, because that is a significant 


structure.  In fact, they have state and federal 


rules that they need to go by in order to permit -- 


to permit -- to help us permit a transmission line.  


But we have to get permits from each 


utility to put something like this in, and we have 


to negotiate with them and talk to them about what 


projects they have coming up.  But what we're going 


to hear from the county and the state is that we be 


outside of the road right-of-way, right up against 


the edge.  Not to be in the road right-of-way, but 


just outside the edge of that.


MR. JOHNSON:  And you're going to hit 


that situation I was addressing where you're going 


to have not enough room between road right-of-way 


and a building site.  So if you have to go into the 


county road right-of-way, will this power line 


company sign a release to the county from liability 


if somebody runs into the ditch and hits that thing?  
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MR. POORKER:  That I don't know, but I 


would guess that's something we'd very likely have 


to negotiate with the road authority, whether it's 


the township, the county, or the state.  But 


generally, they don't even want us in the 


right-of-way at all because of that.  


We've done other projects before where we 


may have to be inside the right-of-way.  But there 


would be guardrails there to protect that, both for 


our interest and for the county's interest as well, 


for their traveling public.  


But you're right, those are tight spots 


for us, especially when you get close to farms, if 


we're going to be out there at the edge of the 


right-of-way and the existing line is really close 


to the road.  So yes, we are going further out than 


what's existing right now.


MR. JOHNSON:  About 90 percent of 


your high-line wires now, if you go out and you 


drive around, are just outside the edge of the 


right-of-way.  


MR. POORKER:  Right.


MR. JOHNSON:  And these are worst-case 


scenarios I seen the other day when I drove this 


line. 
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MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


Getting back to your question, here.  


MR. ALLEN STENGEL:  Yes.  Like my house 


is 126 feet from the road right-of-way and I have a 


set of poles that's existing there right now, with 


one hundred and, what, 15 kVA?  Now, what are they 


going to end up doing, are they going to end up 


buying my house or moving me or what is that -- 


what's going to be the option there?  I mean, I 


don't know. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Good.  The question 


is -- probably easement acquisition first, let me 


address that.  We do have to acquire easements from 


anybody -- any property we cross.  We have to get an 


easement even if there's already an easement there 


for that 115 kV line because the easement that 


addresses that 115 kV line does not address what 


we're doing.  So we have to negotiate a new easement 


with you for that.  


Now, if -- and you, the landowner, we'll 


be negotiating that with you and I think we -- the 


utilities in Minnesota, I think, do a pretty good 


job of negotiating easements with landowners 


overall.  And you're asking about whether or not you 
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want to live there, there is a statute, it's called 


by its nickname, Buy the Farm Statute.  It came into 


existence about 30 years ago, that if you, the 


landowner, want us to buy you out, we go through the 


eminent domain process to do that.  And you can 


option that, to buy your property that we're 


crossing with the transmission line.  So that is an 


option if that's what it comes down to.  But it's 


something, again, that we would negotiate with the 


landowner.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. ALLEN STENGEL:  Yeah, in a way.  It 


sounds to me like they could take my house and leave 


me out in the cold.  


MR. POORKER:  That is something that 


we -- when we were designing this line, we decided 


that we were not going to displace anybody.  We were 


going to route this so that we're not heading toward 


somebody's house.  That is -- so we spend a lot of 


time doing that, trying to find routes that did not 


impact that.  So it's you, as a landowner, however, 


you do have that option, but we are not going to 


displacing any residents. 


MR. EK:  Additional questions here?
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If you could state and spell your name, 


please.


MS. STENGEL:  My name is Pam Stengel, 


S-T-E-N-G-E-L.  


Okay.  If you're not going to displace 


anyone, then there's concern over health here.  And 


I feel it is up to you folks to provide us with 


information on what the risk -- what the risks are 


in association with putting this line in place.  As 


a healthcare provider, I have concerns about this, 


and what is safe and what isn't. 


MR. EK:  That's a very good question, and 


it's come up many times in the past couple days.  I 


believe you're talking about electric and magnetic 


fields.  That you if -- 


MS. STENGEL:  This is the only booklet I 


have.  You can't hear me?  This is the booklet I 


have, and I called Washington, D.C., asked if they 


had any more of these.  It's out of print and they 


told me that there has been no new information since 


this was printed.  But -- and it's from the 


Department of Energy.  


Now, I do see that you do provide us with 


a little bit from the World Health Organization.  


However, all of this further reading, how can I get 
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my hands on this information?  You have things 


listed under here, under further reading, how do I 


get my hands on that information?  


MR. EK:  Sure.  If I could see that real 


quick?  The further -- most of it would likely -- 


you go could online.


MS. STENGEL:  We did.


MR. EK:  You could go to the library.


MS. STENGEL:  We have already been to 


that website. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Well, just to let you 


know, in all these transmission line cases, we look 


at electric and magnetic fields and look at the 


potential impacts and the studies.  In all the 


cases, we've found -- you know, we go through the 


research and we found there seems -- the consensus 


seems to be there's no -- what is it?  There's no 


demonstrated relation to cancer risk when living 


next to a high-voltage line.  However --  however -- 


MS. STENGEL:  This book says stay away 


from it. 


MR. EK:  However -- no, no, no.  The 


science -- the literature out there, they're unable 


to conclude that it is completely risk-free.  


MS. STENGEL:  Right.  
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MR. EK:  So, you know, the risks are 


small.  But at the same time, we here at the State 


of Minnesota will continue to study that subject as 


it pertains to this project, as it pertains to 


projects that move on.  And continue looking at the 


new research that comes out and the new information 


that comes out to ensure that we're providing the 


public with accurate and good information on this 


subject.  


MS. STENGEL:  I want further information 


from you with regards to that. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  If I could meet you after 


the meeting, get your name, and maybe we can -- 


MS. STENGEL:  Yup. 


MR. EK: -- through e-mail or telephone.


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Yeah.  My name's 


Gene Stengel, again, S-T-E-N-G-E-L.  


I guess I'm going to address here a 


little more of my concerns with regards to, I'm 


going to use the words your primary route.  And I 


don't want to speak on behalf of the township at 


this point, but I'm going to interject, basically, 


it's my opinion that the primary route right now is 


touching too many homesteads, it is touching too 


many people within Minnesota Falls Township.  
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There's alternative -- the second alternative, I 


have to say, is better.  Do I like it?  No, sir, I 


do not like it.  


The alternative that was brought up 


earlier, running it up Highway 23, is an open 


corridor right now.  And in my judgement call of 


being able to look at affected landowners, homes, 


and the like, are a lot less coming up that corridor 


than it is right now with either your primary or 


your optional.  And I guess I would advise you to 


take a good look at the primary route and say, how 


many landowners, especially in Minnesota Falls 


Township, is the existing line affecting?  And I'd 


like you to address that, I'd like you to look at 


that. 


MR. EK:  Just to make sure I have this 


right, Little Town (sic) you're from? 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Minnesota Falls 


Township.


MR. EK:  Minnesota Falls Township, and 


you want us to make sure we take a look at the 


proximity of homes to the proposed transmission line 


in that area.  You also mentioned that you feel that 


the alternative route would be more suitable than 


the preferred.  
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MR. GENE STENGEL:  Correct. 


MR. EK:  And you also mentioned that that 


alternative going down Highway 23 would be a more 


suitable alternative -- 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Correct. 


MR. EK: -- than the preferred.  


Okay.  Do I have everything?  


MR. STENGEL:  Correct. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any other 


questions?


Yes, sir.  If you could restate your 


name.  


MR. SHEGGEBY:  Yeah.  Paul Sheggeby, 


again.  


A lot, you know, on this preferred route, 


you know, right now a 115-kilovolt goes on the same 


side of the road all along.  At the very least, I 


would think when you encounter a farm homestead, you 


could jog to the other side of the road and that 


would get us -- get you further away from the line.  


And I don't -- you know, you've got a corridor there 


on both sides of the road, and I would think it 


would be best to -- at the very least, you could 


just jog on the other side of the road from a 


farmstead whenever you encounter it.
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Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  That's a good 


comment.  And actually, that's something that can be 


done during this -- as we go through the process, 


something that can be looked at, for the line to 


jump from, either be it the north side to the south 


side or the east side to west side, whatever 


direction road you're looking at.  


What would be helpful for us is, if you 


could -- if you have a specific area in mind that 


you're talking about, is maybe get one of those maps 


today.  You don't necessarily need to hand it in 


today, but give us a map, give us an idea of the 


area you're looking at so we can then identify that 


when we're going through this scoping and 


environmental impact statement process, otherwise we 


don't know.  So it's handy to have, you know, an 


area on a map to show where your concerns are at, so 


I would suggest you do that today.  


Does that help you?  


MR. SHEGGEBY:  (Nods head.) 


MR. EK:  All right.  Any other questions 


or comments?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please.







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


39


MR. KINKER:  John Kinker, K-I-N-K-E-R.  


I also manage land for absentee owners.  


Right now I have one property that would -- your 


primary line would touch, six properties that the 


secondary line would touch, or the alternate route.  


My question is, as you analyze all this information, 


will it be one route totally or the other route 


totally or is it going to be mixed and matched to 


where it might be part of your primary and part of 


your alternate?


And then, also, based on the comments 


made by other people, I would have farmsteads 


impacted by the secondary route, whereas the primary 


route is not impacted because it's a bare land piece 


of ground.  So I'm just curious of whether or not 


there's got to be one total route approved, if not, 


the second one kicks in, or can it be mixed and 


matched?  


MR. EK:  Very good question.  And that's 


actually the purpose of these scoping meetings and 


this scoping process, is to get those ideas of 


alternatives that you're talking about.  And then to 


answer that question, no, the routes you -- the 


proposed routes you see could change with those 


comments -- those alternatives, I should say, that 
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are suggested by folks.  And it could be a meld of a 


bunch of different routes that may not even look 


like what you see up here today in the end.  


And what we do is, we'll take those 


alternatives and we look at the impacts and compare 


the impacts to each of the alternatives as compared 


to the proposed as compared to the alternative and 


so forth.  And which has greater impacts, which -- 


and we look at it that way through the environmental 


impact statement.  


So what I'd suggest is, it sounds like 


you were either for -- or against the alternative, 


is from my understanding?  


MR. KINKER:  (Nods head.) 


MR. EK:  So I would advise you, then, to 


go ahead and maybe just put in a comment, I would 


rather see the preferred route, just to let us know 


of your concern.  


Does that answer your question?


MR. KINKER:  (Nods head.) 


MR. EK:  All right.  Any other comments, 


questions?  


Well, with that then -- yes, sir.  


MR. TIM STENGEL:  My name is Tim Stengel.  


And I guess I'm just wondering if you 
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guys are going to have any more meetings, keeping us 


more updated and more of what you guys want to do?  


And if we have more questions further down the line, 


if you're going to be doing this again, or if this 


is a one-shot deal?  


MR. EK:  Good question.  As I said, we're 


going to have meetings through the end of this 


week -- what -- today's Wednesday, through Thursday.  


And then all next week going -- we're moving east 


now here, and you're welcome to attend any of those 


meetings.  This is the scoping part of this and then 


you have until April 30 -- of this month to, you 


know, submit any comments, e-mail, mail, and so 


forth.  


At any time in the process -- past 


April 30 any time, you can always call me or any one 


of our staff.  E-mail me with any questions you 


might have, we can see if we can address them.  And 


as I showed you on that flowchart, there is -- once 


the draft EIS comes out and it's issued, there is 


another comment period for folks, very similar to 


this, where people can comment on what they see was 


put into the draft environmental impact statement.  


And there is also that opportunity in 


front of the hearing -- the administrative law 
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judge, the contested case hearing, for folks to 


comment.  And at the final decision at the Public 


Utilities Commission, that final date, there's 


opportunity usually for the public to come and 


comment during that final permit decision made by 


the PUC.  


So there are plenty of opportunities 


throughout this process for you to comment more or 


additionally, and you're always welcome to call me 


and ask questions.  So -- 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Yeah, there's one more 


thing I'd like you to take and consider.  And I'm 


bothered by the fact that if the eminent domain is 


used to acquire the types of properties that get in 


the way of transmission line, my concern is, there 


is eminent domain and there also is fair market 


value.  And I would be asking that fair market value 


be the consideration rather than the use of eminent 


domain to acquire the properties if they have to be 


acquired, versus just walking through a landowner 


and saying, sorry, we gotcha.  Okay.  


MR. EK:  I'll let Craig comment on -- the 


state doesn't deal with the negotiations when it 


comes to -- 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  I understand.  I 
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understand.  


MR. EK:  -- eminent domain, but maybe 


Craig can comment on that one for you. 


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  Mr. Stengel, your 


question is probably more how we acquire easements 


and what we pay for -- 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  I understand the use 


of eminent domain.  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  And we what pay for 


easements, we negotiate that.  And it is based on 


your land value.  And so we pay not just for land 


value, we have to pay for other things as well.  We 


need to buy an easement from a landowner, and that 


easement entails the right to built that line and yo 


maintain it and that's it.  It's still your private 


property, nobody else can come along and put a bike 


path in or put a water line in or a communication 


line.  It's your property and if somebody else wants 


to use that corridor for something, they need to get 


an easement from you as well.  


But when we come along to get an easement 


from you, we will pay an easement for the use of 


your property, we'll pay for crop damage if there's 


damage to your crop, compaction, soil compaction's 


an issue.  If we damage fences, tile line, those are 
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all things we either need to fix or pay for.  


And even before we even get to that step, 


we want to work with landowners in the design phase 


as to where the poles go and make sure we're not 


damaging things on your property, we're not damaging 


a fence or a tile line or a waterline or something 


like that.


MR. GENE STENGEL:  I guess I want it be 


understood and be very clear that I'm not only 


talking about those instances, but I am also talking 


with regards to residences directly.  Whether it 


involves a farm site, a house, or the like, that 


eminent domain is not used because it can be used, 


but rather a fair market value be looked at and used 


to purchase the property versus the use of eminent 


domain alone. 


MR. POORKER:  And I think what you're 


interested in is, you want us to negotiate with you 


as a landowner and not use eminent domain.  And 


believe me, we try really, really hard to not have 


to go through eminent domain.  Will we have to use 


it on this project?  Most definitely.  I mean, we've 


got hundreds of landowners we're going to have to be 


dealing with.  But in a high, high percentage, I 


think we'll be successful in negotiating the 
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easement with the landowner, not just for 


easements -- and I think you're also concerned with 


proximity to homes and how that might impact your 


home value.  And we've got to pay for that, too.  If 


we're impacting your property value and your 


building site, that's a separate issue and that 


could be an even higher payment.


So -- and that's both -- in the 


right-of-way acquisition business, that's called 


damages.  If we impact your property value because 


of this transmission line, we have to pay you for 


that.  Okay?  And there are ways that we can 


determine that.  If we can't negotiate it, we can 


hire an independent appraiser to work on that with 


us -- 


MR. GENE STENGEL:  Um-hmm. 


MR. POORKER:  -- in that negotiation, 


too.  So sometimes we're wrong, and if we can't come 


to an agreement, we can do an appraisal and work 


on -- and negotiate from that, too.  


MR. GENE STENGEL:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.


MR. BUESING:  Dean Buesing, Granite 


Falls.  


My question is, any time that you do a 
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negotiation with different landowners and property 


owners for property and things, will that process be 


transparent?  Will it be -- I mean, will everybody 


know, okay, the land on this quarter here was priced 


at this, this building site received this kind of 


compensation?  Will it all be, I guess, public -- 


public knowledge?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Mr. Buesing, I think 


your concern is that we're going to treat somebody 


differently than somebody else just because of the 


way somebody else might negotiate.  But we -- I know 


for -- I don't want to say we're open, because our 


negotiation with you as landowner, to us, we're not 


going to go to your neighbor and say, hey, we just 


paid Mr. Buesing this and this is what we're going 


to pay you.  Neighbors talk, however, and we're 


certainly aware of that and we know that we need to 


treat everybody equally.  


And also, too, land values can change 


while we're negotiating as well.  And we oftentimes 


will go back, if we paid somebody $6,000 an acre, 


but two months later, land's going for $8,000 an 


acre, corn's back up to $8 a bushel, along with that 


goes your land value.  A lot of times we'll go back 


and make -- even do make-up payments with the 
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landowner if it's enough disparity and it's worth 


that.  We're not afraid to have to go back and level 


the playing field.  We don't want to -- we don't 


treat anybody differently.  


However, when it comes to easement 


acquisition, everybody's property is different.  


Your property is not like the Stengel property, 


every property's different.  Every home is going to 


be impacted differently.  And so all those things 


are going to be unique in those negotiations.  


But are we going to treat people fairly?  


Yes.  I think we have to, because the community's 


going to know how we're doing out there in our 


right-of-way acquisition, and we'll hear about it if 


we're not doing it right.  


MR. EK:  All right.  Do we have any other 


questions or comments today?  


Well, with that then, we'll wrap it up.  


And I urge you to, if you'd like, go ahead and get a 


map printed out of your area to submit as a comment.  


Grab a comment form in the back, hand it in today or 


hand it in before April 30.  


And thank you all for coming, I 


appreciate it. 


(Public comment concluded.)
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MR. EK:  So now we'll open it up to 


questions, comments, concerns, alternatives that 


you'd like to have addressed in the environmental 


impact statement.  


Yes, sir.  If I could have you state your 


name and spell it for the court reporter, please.  


MR. KIECKER:  John Kiecker, 


K-I-E-C-K-E-R.  How wide, on the preferred route, is 


the corridor?  


MR. EK:  On the preferred route, you saw 


that -- are you talking about the -- kind of the 


light yellow-shaded line there?  Well, the preferred 


route -- okay.  There's a preferred line -- anyhow, 


the applicants request a 1,000-foot route width.  


Now -- and what the PUC, the Public Utilities 


Commission, permits is a route width.  So they would 


permit that 1,000 feet -- or may, I should say, 


that's what's being requested.  Now, within that 


1,000-foot width would be the right-of-way and that 


is 150 feet, 75 feet on each side of the pole or the 


line that comes across.  


So does that answer your question?  


MR. KIECKER:  Yes. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Thank you.  Maybe I'll 


turn up the volume on this other one here, just give 
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me a moment.  


Now we've got it.  All right.  Any other 


questions or comments, concerns you'd like me to 


hear?  


Yes, sir.  If you could -- yeah, it 


works.  If you could state your name and spell it 


for the court reporter.  


MR. WEILAGE:  It's Terry Weilage, 


W-E-I-L-A-G-E.  


Scott, you had talked about on the 


internet, and I've got a son that's got epilepsy -- 


I'm sorry.  Can you hear now?  I've got a son that's 


epileptic and he needs a nerve stimulator to control 


his epilepsy, it's an electrical impulse sent to the 


brain.  The alternative route will run across my 


driveway, which will be about 100 yards from the 


lawn.  Is there any danger to him on the off-feed of 


the wires?  


MR. EK:  Very good question and I did get 


your e-mail.  And the thing is, that was something 


new that I don't think we've studied before when it 


comes to something as specific as that.  So just for 


the record -- and I have your comment, it's already 


in a comment file.  So that will be something we are 


going to take a look at.  I can't give you an answer 
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because it's something new and I don't think we've 


looked at something like that in the past.  But that 


certainly is very valid and a very good question, 


and it's something we will look at in the EIS.  Just 


to let you know, I did get your e-mail and it's in 


the correct folder.  So -- all right.  


And then, you did mention you were the 


preferred, is it?  


MR. WEILAGE:  On the alternate. 


MR. EK:  You're on the alternate, so if 


you -- I guess, if you had a choice, you would 


rather see the preferred permitted.  But I was going 


to say, if you had -- if you wanted to suggest an 


alternative now, if you had a preference.


MR. WEILAGE:  Until I get that answer, I 


guess I don't have a preference if there's no health 


problems.  I have a line running there already, but 


it's not as heavy of a line.  


MR. EK:  Okay.


MR. WEILAGE:  But it's certainly closer, 


so -- 


MR. EK:  Okay.  I just wanted to clarify, 


thank you.  


Any other comments, questions?  


Yes, sir.  If you could talk close into 
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the mic and spell your name.


MR. BLOTZ:  Wade Blotz, B-L-O-T-Z.  


With the alternate route, we're looking 


at -- we own property in Section 26 in Delhi.  I 


don't think the guy I talked to earlier realized 


there were two wetlands in this property, plus there 


is a high-pressure natural gas line.  You can't do 


anything with it in the corner of the property. 


MR. EK:  So you're suggesting us to take 


a look at that section.  I guess, would you be 


suggesting an alternative route to that area or -- 


MR. BLOTZ:  Well, I think it's something 


that you just need to be aware of, that it's going 


to be something that you're going to have to work 


around, you know, because it is a high-pressure gas 


line, dealing with some of the agriculture services, 


with that being RIM acres, I don't know how that has 


much effect on what can and cannot be done on that 


property. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Well, that is an item 


that we do consider, you know, other utilities 


within the area, within proximity to the proposed 


project.  And I know the applicants have -- when 


they were going through designing this line or 


deciding on the alternate proposed route that you 
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see now.  But, however, now that we know about this 


area and we've heard about it, it's something that 


we can certainly take a look at in the environmental 


impact statement.  


MR. BLOTZ:  And I guess my other concern 


would be with aerial spraying, because there are 


weeds that need to be taken care of.  It's so rough, 


the only way is to aerial spray it.  Is that going 


to deter anybody from doing it?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  That actually came up a 


couple nights ago at another public meeting, and 


it's an answer -- it's a question relatively new 


that, I guess, I haven't had the opportunity to 


address in an EA on how -- what the impacts might be 


for crop dusting, is what you're saying.  So it's 


been mentioned before, it's been mentioned now 


tonight, so it's definitely something we'll look at.  


I don't have an answer on what a 


transmission line -- or what impacts it would have.  


I guess we'd have to find out, you know, how low 


you're flying, which direction you're flying, items 


like that.  And that's what the EIS would have to go 


into and analyze items like that.  But it has been 


brought up before, so you're not the first person to 


mention that.  And I actually found it to be an 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


8


interesting one myself because I haven't come across 


that one yet.  So -- 


MR. CHMELAR:  My name's Charlie Chmelar, 


C-H-M-E-L-A-R.  


I've actually got two questions for you.  


The first one concerns height restrictions from the 


airport runways out here, has anybody looked at 


that, because that would on top of that ridge for 


the alternate route?  


MR. EK:  Well, I believe the applicants 


would likely have worked with MnDOT and -- however, 


maybe -- where's Craig? 


Craig, maybe you could answer his 


question a little better. 


MR. POORKER:  Thanks, Scott.


That was a question that came up a lot at 


our open houses and our work group meetings, and 


that's the kind of information that isn't always out 


there, it's not available all the time from the FAA 


or from MnDOT.  So we counted on people that have -- 


that fly to let us know where they were.  And most 


of the people around know who has an airstrip, who 


doesn't.  So we did log those in.


Height restrictions, if we need to work 


on some of that, there are things that we can do 
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with our structures to lower them, different 


designs, and things like that.  So we can take a lot 


of that into consideration when it comes to the 


design phase, too.  But those are important things 


that we need to know when we're routing and 


designing as well.


 MR. CHMELAR:  Okay.  My other question 


is more of a monetary standpoint.  On your alternate 


route, which would put it about a mile south of my 


property, that would be the view from my house.  I 


don't believe the county would consider my property 


worthless because that power line runs there, so 


they're going to tax me the same, but it still won't 


have the salability that it would have had without 


it being there.  How do I get compensated?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  When it comes to 


compensation, we compensate landowners for 


properties that we cross, from an easement 


standpoint.  We have to buy an easement from the 


landowner and pay for damages and things like that.  


There's nothing that addresses compensation for 


people that look at it from a mile away or 


unfortunately, even across the road.  But that is -- 


MR. CHMELAR:  If you're buying a house, 


would you want to buy one that you look at a power 
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line?  


MR. POORKER:  I think a lot of us 


probably do right now have to look at power line.  


MR. CHMELAR:  I don't think you're right 


there.  


MR. EK:  Did that address your comment, 


sir -- or your question?


MR. CHMELAR:  Well, maybe.  I -- 


MR. POORKER:  But I think the important 


thing is that it's in the record and that's 


something that we do -- aesthetics are one of the 


things that we do try -- 


MR. CHMELAR:  You need to work with the 


county entities because, to me, a lot of people 


probably have that same concern, what are their 


property values worth to somebody that's purchasing 


their home if that's what they get to look at?  I 


see one head nodding behind you right now. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  That's a very 


important issue, and aesthetics is one of those 


criteria that we need to address when we're routing 


a transmission line.  And that's also a subject that 


your county assessor should look at when they come 


out to assess your property for tax reasons, they 


need to take that into consideration as well and 
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address that.  


MR. CHMELAR:  You know, and we're not 


going to be getting an easement from those people -- 


or because it gets -- isn't going to be on our 


property, but we're still going to be taking a hit 


from it.  


MR. EK:  That is a good question and it 


kind of falls under a category that we do study.  


You know, I, of course, can't give you the values of 


your property and the future values, but we do 


address property values, socioeconomics, when it 


comes to projects like this.  Unfortunately, tonight 


I can't give you an answer on, you know, ultimately 


what that would be, but it is something that we'll 


look at.  Just to let you know that is part of the 


process and part of -- some of the topics that we do 


study as we go through.  


Thank you for your comment.  


Yes, ma'am.  


MS. KIECKER:  My name is Rose Kiecker, 


K-I-E-C-K-E-R.


And I have question, because we are on 


the proposed route.  What are the restrictions of 


how close the wires or whatever can be -- how close 


can they be to a living dwelling or home or -- 
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MR. EK:  There's -- well, the restriction 


would be, is there's -- you have the 150-foot 


right-of-way, you can't have a structure within that 


150-foot right-of-way.  So I guess to answer your 


question, 75 feet.  If you had a structure abutting 


that -- you know, that 75-foot side of the 


right-of-way, that would be probably the limit 


because you can't be within that right-of-way.  


However, that's -- you know, that's being 


discouraged and it is discouraged.  There are 


opportunities to go around and that's part of 


tonight, for you to -- that's why we provided people 


the printout maps so we could -- so you could find 


your area, so you could maybe point that out, and 


maybe that line could be crossed over to the other 


side of the road, if need be.  


I'm not sure of your situation, but it 


can cross roads, cross back over roads, so as to 


avoid your residence as much as possible.  You can 


also suggest different alternatives completely, and 


that's part of the process tonight.  And so if we 


don't hear from you or if we don't receive a 


comment, we're not going to know.  So it's really 


important that you do submit some so we can take 


that into consideration. 
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MR. KIECKER:  John Kiecker, again.  


If there's an existing line already on 


our side of the land, does that have any impact on 


the proposed new line?  


MR. EK:  I guess it depends on the area 


you're in, it would be hard for me to answer that 


right now.  


Craig, I don't know, do you know the 


areas better?  


I mean, is it a distribution line or is 


it -- it depends on -- 


MR. POORKER:  A service line -- a 


distribution line, right?


MR. KIECKER:  (Nods head.) 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Yeah.  That's the 


one that the REA has going to people's homes and 


things like that.  That doesn't have a lot of impact 


for us.  However, if we're going to be on -- if we 


have to be on that same side of the road, we would 


have to work with the co-op to either vary it or put 


it on the other side of the road, it can't be in 


that same corridor.  So that's something that we'd 


have to look at, too.  


MR. EK:  Other questions, comments, 


concerns?  
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Sir, if you could state your name and 


spell it.


MR. DEBBAUT:  Greg Debbaut, 


D-E-B-B-A-U-T.  


I'm on the preferred route, here.  I've 


got a -- my daughter-in-law runs a daycare out of 


our home we own and I want to know -- I just want 


you to know that there's a business there.  And 


what's the -- referring back to the question back 


there, you said 75 feet, was -- are you talking 


about the pole or the lines?  You know, if you've 


got a pole standing here (indicating), are you 


talking about 75 feet with the wires or are you just 


talking about 75 feet from the poles?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  That 75 feet is the 


right-of-way and that is from the center line of the 


pole, 75 feet out.  And we also tried -- we take the 


distance to homes into consideration when we're 


routing it, too.  We looked at how close they are 


when we're routing these lines.  So we'd much rather 


go by -- or go down the roadways where the homes are 


further out, rather than close up.  Do we do it in 


every instance?  It's pretty difficult, there are 


some locations along the 237-mile route where we're 


somewhat close, yes.  
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MR. DEBBAUT:  Well, this preferred route, 


this house is 20 feet from the road.  If you go on 


either side of the road, it's going to be within 


75 feet of home.  


MR. POORKER:  And if it's -- 


MR. DEBBAUT:  The poles.


MR. POORKER:  And if it's 20 feet from 


the road right-of-way, we're not going to be going 


on that side of the road, that's for sure.  


MR. DEBBAUT:  I know, but if you go on 


the other side, you're still going to be within the 


75 feet if there's a pole in front of the house.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  If we're on the 


opposite side of the road, I'm not sure what the 


right-of-way width of the road is, but our poles 


would have to be outside of the right-of-way.  So it 


has to be within 100 feet, right?  


MR. DEBBAUT:  Yeah, it's going to be 


within 100 feet.  But I guarantee you there will be 


no -- she'll be out of business, because there ain't 


going to be anybody that's going to bring their 


daycare kids to her place if there's a high-voltage 


power line going over there.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And this is one of 


the things -- that's why the state's here and taking 
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these comments.  I mean, that's a business.  That's 


one of those land-based economy criteria that needs 


to be looked when they evaluate this in the 


environmental impact statement.  So -- good place to 


make that comment.


MR. DEBBAUT:  Okay. 


MR. EK:  May I suggest that you identify 


the township and area of the daycare so we can have 


that in the comments.


MR. DEBBAUT:  It's Underwood Township, 


Section 27, that would be the southwest one-fourth 


of the southwest quarter of 27.  The address of the 


place is 13029 290th Street.  


MR. EK:  Perfect.  Thank you, sir.  


Other comment?  Yes.  Let me see if I 


could get over there.  


If you could state your name and spell it 


for the court reporter, please.  


MR. SCHROEDER:  Sure.  Randy Schroeder, 


S-C-H-R-O-E-D-E-R.  


And my question was partially answered by 


the last question, but where there is a place right 


adjacent to where the right-of-way -- where the 


proposed line would go or the preferred route and 


they need to be 75 feet away, then that would 
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essentially leave the road right-of-way and enter 


into a field in order to keep 75 feet away.  Am I 


kind of interpreting that correctly?  Because you 


can't put it over somebody's house, you can't put it 


just across the road from where somebody is adjacent 


to the road, so it would have to leave the road 


right-of-way, essentially, and go into the field, I 


take it.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  When we're going 


along a roadway, we're dealing with road 


authority -- township, whether it's a county or a 


city roadway or the state.  They're going to request 


that we be outside the road right-of-way.  So if the 


right-of-way on a county road is 50 feet, we're 


likely going to be five feet outside of that with 


the center line of the transmission line.  So that 


we are hugging right up close to that road 


right-of-way so that we are not into a field any 


more than we have to be.  


MR. SCHROEDER:  Except it has to be put 


away 75 feet from a place, you would have to leave 


even further from the road right-of-way, I take it.


MR. POORKER:  No, I don't think so.  I 


mean, when you go 75 feet -- 75 feet either side of 


that center line, there won't be any homes in there.  







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


18


If there's a home on the opposite side of the road 


that's within that 75 feet -- and I don't think 


there are many cases of that, that would be a 


house that's really close -- 


MR. SCHROEDER:  There are.  There are 


some.


MR. POORKER:  -- to the road.  And there 


are some.  Yeah, there are some.  


MR. SCHROEDER:  There are some that are 


right next to the road ditch.


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  You know, and we're 


going to have to be outside of that.  We're trying 


our best to balance that, not impacting ag and not 


impacting homes as well.  


MR. SCHROEDER:  That's going to be very 


difficult, though, if ya'll stayed in front of the 


homes.


MR. POORKER:  It's a challenge for us, 


exactly.  Yeah.  


MR. SCHROEDER:  All right.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment, sir.


Other comments?  


Yes, ma'am.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please.


MS. HOFFMANN:  Gail Hoffmann, 
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H-O-F-F-M-A-N-N.  


You talk about compensation, okay, do you 


have any idea at this point what is compensation?  


Second of all, if you have -- do not have the pole 


actually on your land, but you're going to have to 


access that wire at any point in time, is there 


compensation for that land also or not?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  We do have to acquire 


easements whether there's a pole on your property or 


not.  So -- and the poles are going to be 1,000 feet 


apart, so we may go by some homes or properties 


where there may not even be a pole on your property.  


But we have that 75-foot right-of-way and it's kind 


of an imaginary line.  It's not a line that we're 


going to draw out there, 75 feet and you can't do 


anything.  


When we acquire these easements, we're 


acquiring the right to build this line, operate it, 


and maintain it, and that's it.  So if you're 


farming it, you can still farm it.  We still have to 


get an easement from you whether you have a pole on 


your property or not.  So we have to pay for that 


acreage for an easement.  


And the payment is based on land values, 


it's based on crop damage, we pay for that, soil 
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compaction, fence damage, landscaping damage, or 


impacts to property values.  If we are impacting 


your property value, we need to compensate you for 


that as well.  There's no reason that a landowner 


should have to suffer financially for this project, 


so we do pay for all of that.  And those are things 


we negotiate with each and every landowner, as 


required by law.


MS. HOFFMANN:  One other question, say 


these -- you guys go bankrupt, I don't know if this 


happens, I have no idea, who's going to take that 


puppy out?  


MR. POORKER:  Well, if we go bankrupt, or 


anybody goes bankrupt, somebody's going to be 


operating that transmission line, I would think.  


When we build something like this, there's -- a lot 


of work goes into, is it even needed, and that's 


going through the process right now.  


In fact, we were here for the certificate 


of need scoping meetings, we were here for that on 


that other issue.  And also there were hearings here 


in town before an Administrative Law Judge to find 


out if this line was even indeed needed, and that 


decision, I think, is coming out here in the next 


month or two.  
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So it's got to be -- first of all, it has 


to be needed.  If the company goes bankrupt, 


somebody else is probably going to take over that 


transmission line and operate it.  If that 


transmission is not being operated and it's sitting 


there doing nothing, that could be part of the 


permit.  If it's not being operated or we take the 


line out and it's not used anymore, we have to 


release those easements back.  We can't just hang on 


to it and have it sitting there and not doing 


anything and encroaching on private property.  So we 


would -- I would guess as part of the permit, we'd 


have to do something with it if it's not being used.  


MS. HOFFMANN:  Okay.  And you said just 


an easement, and I'm not real savvy on a lot of 


this, I would still own the land, you just have the 


right to work on it?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  Good point.  You're 


right, we -- we're only buying a few rights and that 


is to build, maintain, and operate it, that's it.  


It's still private property, people still farm it, 


landscape it, fence it, use it for pasture or 


whatever.  


So it's still your private property and 


nothing can be used on there again.  If somebody 
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comes along and wants to put a bike path in or a gas 


line or a buried telephone line, they cannot do that 


on your private property just because we have an 


easement there.  That company or entity needs to get 


an easement from you as well.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Other comments, concerns, alternatives?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name, please.


MR. BOERBOOM:  I'm going to state my 


first name, too, it's B-A-I-L-E-Y, and my last 


name's Boerboom, B-O-E-R-B-O-O-M.  


And concern comes with, we have an 


electrical fence directly underneath your proposed 


power line if it goes on the south side of the road.  


And if you do go on the south side, you'd be 


eliminating a quarter of my growth.  And do you see 


any stray voltage going onto that fence, is my 


question.  There was a stray voltage question on 


voltage onto the fence line for livestock.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  The question has to 


do with your electric fence, and if it's running and 


you're operating it, that's not an issue.  It's when 


you shut your electric fence down that some of that 


induced current might be there.  But a lot of times 
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what I've noticed is that farmers will ground their 


fence -- or that fence down into the ground so that 


doesn't happen, it just drains off into the ground.


But it can build up a little bit of 


charge if it's right underneath those wires and the 


conditions are right.  So that is a chance, but 


grounding will fix that.  


That's also addressed in the permit 


application in detail, there's a section there on 


that -- on stray voltage, and induced current is 


what that's called.  So yes, we have addressed that 


and that's going to be a significant issue for us, 


too, because there's a lot of electric fences in 


cattle pastures out there, too.


MR. BOERBOOM:  And when will we know 


which side of the road the power line's actually 


going to go on, if it's going to be the north or the 


south side?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  That's probably a 


question for Scott, but -- 


MR. EK:  First of all, I was going to ask 


if you'd like to identify kind of where you're 


located because then, you know, we can -- or you can 


submit this form tonight and you can actually 


identify what side the road you'd like to see the 
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line on, and that's considered an alternative, and 


turn this in as a comment to us.  


Or you can go ahead and, you know, state 


your address right here, right now, and it will be 


in the record as a comment as well.


MR. BOERBOOM:  Our address is 29454 275th 


Street, Redwood Falls, and we prefer the route to be 


on the north side of the road.  


MR. EK:  And then you also had concerns 


about the stray voltage and to ensure that that's 


looked at in the environmental impact statement.  


And indeed, we do look at that and it is -- as Craig 


said, it is primarily a grounding issue.  It's 


detailed in pretty much every permit we issue for a 


transmission line, for stray voltage, that it needs 


to be taken care of by the utility.  


But very good question, good concern.  


And it is something we look at, we've heard a lot 


about it in the past couple of days.  So thank you.  


Additional questions, comments?  


Yes, ma'am.


MS. BASBALLE:  Jan Basballe, 


B-A-S-B-A-L-L-E.  


Follow-up question about easements, is 


that just a one-time payment or is that an annual 
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payment?  Because land does change hands.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, that's a good 


question.  And people usually ask that when we're 


negotiating those easements.  We do make -- it's 


based on a one-time payment.  However, statute 


allows that if you want that payment spread out over 


a few years, we can do that for you.  And that kind 


of lessens that tax hit, if you will, because you do 


have to pay capital gains taxes on that, unless it's 


for damages.  So there is an option to spread that 


payment over, I think, up to ten years.  But the 


easement is perpetual, it runs with the land.  When 


you sell it that -- the buyer knows it's there and 


buys it as-is.  


MS. BASBALLE:  Then I have one other 


question, also.  Does this line interfere with, 


like, your radio reception, you know, TV, things 


like that?  


MR. POORKER:  It may sometimes.  But if 


it does, that's usually a problem with some hardware 


on the transmission line and we can usually fix 


that.  We -- if something like that happens, we need 


to know about that and we can send a crew out there 


to fix something like that.  Sometimes it's a 


loose -- it's loose hardware and it's vibrating and 
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that'll cause problems for TV and radio.  


MR. EK:  Thanks, Craig.  


Craig answered that question very well.  


And that's also one of those items we automatically 


will study.  


Something else that has come up that's 


similar to that is the GPS tracking for farming, and 


that's something else we'd look at, too.  That's 


kind of new to this -- or new for me in this 


project.  So yeah, that's something that we will 


also look at.


Yes, ma'am.  


MS. JANEAN McKAY:  Janean McKay, M-C, 


capital K, A-Y.  


I was under the assumption that most of 


these routes would be on the half-mile line through 


the center of the section, and everything tonight 


has been discussed on the roadway.  So I was 


wondering when that changed?  


MR. EK:  Craig.  


MS. JANEAN McKAY:  My map, it's on the 


half-mile line.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Yeah.  We have -- we 


have some of each, certainly.  There are some areas 


where we're following roadways where we can, that 
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makes it -- and we like that because it's easier to 


build, easier to maintain, easier to inspect.  We 


can drive down the road and see that.  


But not in all cases are we along the 


roadways.  There are a few cases where we're going 


across the -- a half-section line.  And we try to 


stick to a field line -- a field division line, a 


property line so that we're not impacting a farmer's 


field.  So it's not always along the roadway, but 


there are some miles along those field lines, too.  


Right.


MS. JANEAN McKAY:  So it's not one 


blanket way of doing it, you have a little pull?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And there's some of 


each and there are a few short instances where we 


even are, unfortunately, going cross-country with a 


preferred or alternate route, should it go -- should 


it go that way.  But we kept that to a pretty small 


percentage overall.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Additional, comments, questions, 


concerns, alternatives to be proposed?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name.  


MR. DANIELSON:  Ron Danielson, 
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D-A-N-I-E-L-S-O-N.  


I was wondering about these 


electromagnetic fields, how far away from the power 


lines they actually radiate out, and also, the noise 


levels?  


And getting back to the guy that his 


daughter's (sic) got a daycare, isn't this kind of a 


danger to the child -- children?  I was just 


glancing through this deal and they were talking 


about childhood leukemia, so I mean, shouldn't you 


stay as far away from the places as you can?  This 


stretch between Gibbon and Fairfax on the proposed 


stretch where you guys are showing it, there's a lot 


of farm places that are right on that road, you're 


going to be skipping back and forth all the way 


across. 


MR. EK:  Yes.  We've done many studies in 


the past on EMF, and the studies -- you know, the 


literature we put together and look at -- has found 


there to be little correlation between 


electric/magnetic fields and leukemia.  


However, saying that, they have not 


completely ruled out the risk.  The risk is little 


and small.  At the same time, we will continue, at 


the State of Minnesota, looking at the data -- 
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looking at the new data, especially in this project.  


This is a great opportunity for us to look at new 


data on EMF and its potential impacts, and what 


they've found out, you know, since, you know, 


30 years ago when they were doing these studies.  


And it's something we will look at and update and 


address in this EIS.


MR. DANIELSON:  Approximately how far 


from a power line does this EMF radiate?  I mean, is 


it 50 feet, 25 feet, is it 100 feet?  


MR. EK:  Well, what happens is -- EMF is 


electric fields and magnetic fields, so you separate 


them.  And both, the further you get away from that 


transmission line right-of-way, the -- I guess, what 


do you want to call it?  It decreases.  So depending 


on the voltage of the line, you're going to have, 


you know, varying distances.  You know, a line of 


smaller kilovoltage, it's going to drop out quicker, 


at a shorter distance.  A line that's higher, of 


course, it's going to take a little longer.  


And that information is provided in the 


route permit application outside.  They have the 


figures for, you know, what the magnetic field would 


be right beneath the center line -- what is it?  37 


and a half feet, at 100 feet, 200 feet, 350 feet, 
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and it shows you, you know, the gradations as you 


move away from that line for this particular line.  


So if you want to take a look at that, or after the 


presentation here, we can find that in the 


application, I can give you a look at that.  But 


we're definitely going to take a look at that and 


address the subject because it's come up quite a bit 


and it's an important subject.


MR. DANIELSON:  Okay.  What about the 


noise level, what kind of noise do these lines put 


off? 


MR. EK:  Noise is a -- they call it 


corona and what happens -- usually they don't give 


off noise.  However -- however -- and Craig, maybe 


you can answer to this, too, but they probably give 


off the most noise is when there's a light fog or a 


light mist out, and that's when you can hear it the 


best.  Moisture is what's going to create that noise 


and that crackling.  


If you have a heavy rain, you're not 


going to hear it because the rain's probably going 


to drown out that crackling noise.  So it's only 


when you have that light fog or heavy mist in the 


air, or there are cracks or problems in the 


conductor itself, that can cause a corona.  
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And maybe, Craig, you might have a little 


more information on -- 


MR. POORKER:  No more, but I think you're 


right, when the conditions -- when it's under, like, 


say, full load, it's really hot outside, things are 


sagging, so they might be closer to the ground, you 


can hear them better just because they're closer.  


High humidity conditions, sometimes it will crackle 


right around that wire as well.  


And Scott's right, it makes the most 


noise when it's raining, but you don't get to hear 


it just because you hear the rain instead.  So it's 


affected by moisture.  


MR. ROIGER:  Kevin Roiger, Fairfax, 


R-O-I-G-E-R.  


I'm on the preferred route between 


Fairfax and -- well, Franklin, actually, and 


Winthrop, in that corridor.  And how did that become 


the preferred corridor and what were some of the 


determining factors, you know, versus the north 


route or the south route?  Some of the highlights, I 


guess, that's what I was -- 


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  Yup.  We analyzed 


hundreds and hundreds of segments going east and 


west and even some north/south connections where we 
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had to make some turns.  And in the application 


itself, too, if you look at that online or on the 


disk or a hardcopy, we put all those routes in there 


that we rejected.  And a lot of it has to do with 


house counts, what kind of right-of-way was 


available for it, whether it was along a roadway or 


a field line, proximity to homes, how close the 


homes were to the roadway or the proposed center 


line.  All those things kind of added up to form a 


balance.  


And there are some charts in there that 


show how many homes there are on a certain segment, 


how close those homes are, what type of right-of-way 


we're impacting, and things like that.  And even the 


ones that we rejected, we analyzed those as well and 


put those into the permit application, too.


MR. ROIGER:  Were they -- did they 


physically drive up and down those? 


MR. POORKER:  Yes, we did.  We drove -- 


we gathered a lot of information and we actually 


hired a company to supply all new aerial photos so 


that they're a little bit clearer and high 


definition.  And when we started analyzing the 


routes closely, we actually drove up and down all 


the routes to make sure that the information we had 
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gathered from those air photos -- for instance, 


whether the home was occupied, the distance from the 


roadway, and things like that.  So we did field 


check a lot of that information, too.  


MR. ROIGER:  Was there a -- what were 


some of the major determining factors?  I guess, can 


you specifically tell me anything about that?  


MR. POORKER:  Well, the major determining 


factors, of course, are the number of homes, how 


close the homes were, whether or not we could find 


someplace to put the line, whether along a road or a 


field line.  We tried to stay away from going across 


the open ag land out in the middle of fields, 


rights-of-way, wetlands are an issue, lakes.  A huge 


issue for us was the river crossings and approaching 


that, that was very much a challenge for us.  


Substation location, we need to get to a substation 


area eventually, also.  


MR. ROIGER:  I guess what I'm getting at 


is, there's that high-line corridor, the south one, 


which actually has a corridor that's through it 


already.  I mean, there's power lines running down 


the south corridor, which has been there for 34 


years, why would you go on the north side?  


MR. POORKER:  Oh, you mean on the north 
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side of the road or the north side of -- 


MR. ROIGER:  The north side of 19.


MR. POORKER:  Oh, the north side of 19, 


oh, you mean on the -- where the preferred route -- 


MR. ROIGER:  Yes.


MR. POORKER:  Right.  Right.  Yeah, when 


we analyzed the preferred route versus the alternate 


route, we probably looked at the number of homes, 


how close the homes were, and compared the two of 


them.  And -- but I should say, too, that even our 


alternate route, we're fairly comfortable with that.  


Statute and the rules say we have to pick one -- 


name one as a preferred route.  And we would have 


preferred just to have two routes, but we do have to 


name one the preferred versus alternate.  


So we added up, you know, along that 


whole corridor, the number of homes and how close 


they were, types of right-of-way, river crossings, 


and things like that.  It's a pretty big balancing 


act, really, in taking everything into consideration 


that we felt -- that we heard from the public that 


was important to them.  


MR. DANIELSON:  Ron Danielson, again.  


I've got a question.  You've got a 


1,000-foot leeway to go with your route.  Now, you 
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were talking before about going a half mile on some 


spots, but that 1,000-foot wouldn't allow you to go 


to the half mile because it's 2,640 feet to the half 


mile.


MR. POORKER:  Right.  Right.  


MR. DANIELSON:  So, I mean, you've 


limited your options on some of this stuff to get 


around some of these places.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Some of our proposed 


routes are along the half-mile sections, some are 


along the roads, but the total route width that we 


applied for was 1,000 feet.  And what that does is 


it gives us some options when it comes to the design 


phase, or perhaps the state will say you've got to 


be on this side of the road or that side of the 


road, and that gives us some option for design.  


It also gives us opportunity to negotiate 


with the landowner.  Perhaps they have a farmstead 


-- I've heard from a couple of farmstead owners that 


say they'd rather have us go behind the farmstead 


rather than along the road.  So that's something 


that we can work with when it comes to design and 


easement acquisition with a landowner, it gives us a 


little more room to do some work and negotiate.  


MR. EK:  And again, just to let you know, 
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this is your opportunity tonight for those areas 


you're talking about, section lines -- or you can 


suggest different areas than you see on the maps out 


there -- to go and submit to us.  That's actually 


what I'm looking for from you folks tonight.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. DEBBAUT:  I have a -- Greg Debbaut, 


again.  


Was there ever any thought about -- 


you're trying to get from Brookings to Minneapolis, 


has there ever been any thought of following the 


interstate, follow 29 up, take 94?  There aren't any 


homes along the interstate and it wouldn't be 


impacting anybody.  I was just wondering if there 


was ever any thought of doing that.  I know you're 


trying to get to some substations and stuff, but if 


you would go along the interstate, it wouldn't 


impact anybody, hardly.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Good question.  We 


had some comments on that at our open houses and 


work group meeting.  And one that came up in this 


area, you know, I-90 was talked about, there's a 


transmission line there already.  And a lot of this 


is for a lot of that wind generation in Buffalo 


Ridge, Xcel Energy just got done building one along 
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I-90.  


There is another project that does go 


down I-94 coming out of Fargo and that's another one 


of the CapX projects.  And there's -- I see a lot of 


new generation coming on line in the future in North 


Dakota, South Dakota, and there is a proposed line 


in that area, too, to get from Fargo to Monticello.  


So that is another one of the CapX projects.  And 


the other one, of course, is going from Hampton down 


to La Crosse, Wisconsin.  So it's a pretty -- it's a 


big project altogether.  


But this route here, we did spend some 


time looking at Highway 19, that was a suggestion.  


Unfortunately, that's where all the cities are, too.  


There's a lot of small towns along there and we did 


not want to go through cities like that, through 


urban areas.  So that kind of took a good part of 19 


out of the equation, also. 


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  


MR. SCHEFFLER:  My is Richard Scheffler, 


it's S-C-H-E-F-F-L-E-R.  Section 15 of Beaver Falls 


Township is where I live.  


Your alternate route, I see by the map 


tonight -- the ones you sent in the mail were pretty 


vague, but I see by the maps in the lobby tonight, 
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it goes just -- we're just north Mr. Weilage that 


spoke earlier and you enter our property at Section 


14 of Beaver Falls Township.  Now, this past winter, 


our local REA just removed power lines off of that 


same proposed line.  The question there would be, 


were you aware of that?  


And the next thing is, is that, as you 


look at that same area where Mr. Weilage's driveway 


is, there's an existing Xcel Energy line that just 


received new poles, wires, and everything this past 


year.  For me to say one route would be not good, as 


you go two miles down the road and I've got land in 


the Birch Cooley Township that the Xcel line would 


be on.  So I'll deal with you on either line, I 


don't have a problem with the lines.  So that's one 


question.  


The other thing that I want to know now 


after hearing tonight's comments and some of the 


things that have been discussed is, you have stated 


there is a for-sure line -- or the line you prefer 


and this is the line that's an alternate.  I'm 


wondering, when do you decide that it's not the 


preferred line anymore and we become the preferred 


line?  How do we know when you make that decision?  


You know, do we need to worry now on the alternate 
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side or should we just lay low and let this thing go 


along or should we look at this thing like we are 


the preferred line, too?  


MR. POORKER:  Let me address the first 


part of that about the REA land it came out of.  I 


was not aware of that and we don't probably get too 


involved in those kind of details.  But the other 


one -- your other question was -- what was your 


second question, again?


MR. SCHEFFLER:  The second question is, 


when you -- you're saying right now your proposed 


line -- or your preferred line and that lays below 


us, which doesn't affect me at all with any 


properties.  But what I was hearing just shortly ago 


is that all of a sudden you could change for 


whatever reason.  If somebody down here doesn't like 


you for five miles and you head north and then, 


we're all of a sudden the preferred line.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  That's more of a -- 


more a question for the state now because it's in 


their process, then.  But your comment about laying 


low, don't do that.  I guess we've been telling 


people for two years, stay involved and pay 


attention.  We send mailings out frequently to 


everybody, every few months we try to send out a 
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mailing.  So don't lay low, stay involved.  


And -- but Scott can answer the question 


about what -- where the routing goes because -- 


MR. SCHEFFLER:  That list you suggested 


we sign up for is what we get these mailings from, 


correct -- tonight?  


MR. EK:  Correct.  Correct.  I was just 


going to get to that.  Make sure, then -- make sure 


you have your name on that list.


MR. SCHEFFLER:  It's already on there. 


MR. EK:  Great.  Fantastic.  Because what 


we'll do, then, you know, as things change, we'll be 


sure to let folks know that things are changing.  So 


you would have opportunity to comment then on these 


changes, it's only fair.  You know, what you see 


tonight, you go home, you think you're comfortable, 


all of a sudden something changes.  Yeah, that isn't 


fair.  So -- no.


Please get your name on the comment list.  


Again, call me, go online, internet, sign on the 


sheet out back there, and we'll be sure if -- when 


notices go out on any changes or any happenings, 


you'll be sure to get them, then.  


MR. SCHEFFLER:  One more question, this 


might be something other people are interested in.  
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I've noticed there are some maps more similar to 


what you've got in the lobby -- detailed, is that 


something that could be printed on computers on the 


side here tonight for us if we'd like them?  It 


appears like they're much clearer and much more 


detailed than the stuff you sent us.  So if there's 


concerns, would that be helpful?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  This is actually pretty 


great, I thought.  What we have set up here is, 


they're similar to the maps out there, it's the GIS.  


So they zoom in -- zoom in, zoom out, however big 


you want it for your particular area and print you 


out a map.  And they have -- even have it set up 


where it will print your name and address on the 


form, on the flip side is even an area of where you 


can comment.  You can draw a line on that route, 


submit that sheet of paper as a comment to me 


tonight or -- 


MR. SCHEFFLER:  Is there somebody sitting 


there that can do that?  


MR. EK:  Yup.  There's two folks right 


there that will be happy to help you.  


Any other comments we have tonight?  


You might want to state your name again, 


just for record.
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MR. WEILAGE:  It's Terry Weilage.  In one 


of Craig's answers, he had -- before the health 


hazard came up, he mentioned that there was a 


possibility of burying the cable.  Is the buried 


cable an option?  And if it's an option, does that 


reduce the amount of human factor, as far as health 


factors, in the line?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  My reference, Terry, 


to burying the line was in reference to the 


distribution line, and we bury that.  But we -- 


MR. WEILAGE:  So you guys don't bury 


yours?  


MR. POORKER:  No.  And that's a question 


we get asked a lot.  And this is a big enough line, 


it runs pretty hot, and the technology isn't quite 


there yet to do that for a long distance.  It's also 


a big construction issue, it's a big trench.  It's 


expensive to do it, of course, too.  


But -- and also, it's really difficult 


for us to find faults when something goes wrong with 


the line.  It's not like driving down the road and 


seeing a wire broken or something like that.  We 


can't find where the fault is, and it takes a lot 


longer to fix it.


MR. WEILAGE:  I'm sure you can track it, 
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I mean, if the gas lines are buried, they have a way 


of tracking that.  I'm sure there's a way.  I do 


realize the cost is way up, but thinking about 


health factors, is that an option that we can 


possibly get in there -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Actually -- 


MR. WEILAGE:  -- if it reduces it by 


being in the ground?  


MR. POORKER:  It does not.  It reduces 


the electric field, but it does not reduce the 


magnetic field because magnetic fields can go 


through the soil or through concrete or whatever.  


And when you bury the line, it's only four or five 


feet down.  Whereas when it's in the air, it's 


40 feet or 50 feet above the ground.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Other comments, questions?  


Yes, ma'am.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please.


MS. JOYCE McKAY:  Joyce McKay, M-C, 


capital K, A-Y.  


I understand that the electricity's going 


to run directly from Brookings to Hampton, is that 


going to not benefit any of the communities along 


the line, or is that what the substations are about?
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MR. POORKER:  You had the right -- you 


answered your own question.  You're right.  And I 


did not go into that detail and it does not run 


directly from Brookings to Hampton.  There are a lot 


of -- there are four substations that we're 


proposing to expand and four new substations that 


we're proposing as well.  And those are those -- 


like, if you compare it to a highway, those are the 


onramps and off ramps.  We can unload some 


electricity there, like at Lyon County substation, 


for instance.  Marshall's grown significantly in the 


last few years and there's a demand there.  There's 


some voltage problems in the Franklin area and -- 


where we're proposing a new substation.  


And also, it provides an onramp for new 


wind generation that may come on -- or any kind of 


generation that might come on in the area all along 


the transmission.  So good question, thanks. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Yes, sir.


MR. CHMELAR:  Charlie Chmelar, again.  


From what I've been listening to, your 


comments sheets here, you'd really prefer those sent 


in and people stating whether they prefer the 


preferred route or the alternate route, correct?  
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MR. EK:  However you'd like to do it.  


You can hand them in tonight or you can take them 


home, kind of think about them and send them in 


before April 30.  You don't need to necessarily 


limit it to the preferred or the alternative.  


However, you know, it would be helpful if you did 


state that if that's what you believe, you know, 


one's better than the other.  


You can also, we -- the whole point of 


printing out these maps is, if you wanted to get 


specific in your area of -- you know, where the 


route could go a different -- along a different 


road, along a different section, along -- so and so 


forth.  So you're not limited to just the preferred, 


yes, or the alternative, yes or no, vice versa.  


So does that answer your question?  


MR. CHMELAR:  Somewhat. 


MR. EK:  But no, we'd be happy to accept 


them through mail or tonight, either way.  And that 


was the whole impetus for printing out these maps, 


to kind of help people identify -- or give them a 


more close-up view of their respective location with 


the proposed routes.  


Any other questions, comments?  


Yes, sir.
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MR. SCHEFFLER:  Richard Scheffler, again.  


I'm still thinking a little about that 


answer when he handed it off to you about if -- when 


do you -- what's the criteria, when you do guys look 


at this preferred route and what changes it that 


makes it not preferred and you go someplace else or 


that would become the -- is there something that 


triggers that or -- because right now you're saying 


that's the proposed route and that's what you're 


going to do, correct?  Are we understanding that 


or -- 


MR. EK:  No.  No.  It's merely -- what 


you see up here is merely -- it's an application.  


It's a proposal by the utility companies and they 


proposed that preferred and they proposed that 


alternative by law.  Now, tonight and throughout 


this scoping process, we're likely going to receive 


comments -- I should say alternatives suggested by 


public citizens on variations of those routes.  


And what we'll do is, we'll take a look 


at those and put them into a scoping decision and 


examine those in an environmental impact statement.  


And the way we examine them is impacts, you know, 


does this alternative have greater or lesser impact 


than this alternative versus the proposed or the 
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proposed alternative?  So this one's going to get 


quite complicated, I think.  


But that will happen during that 


environmental impact statement, that phase.  And so 


once that environmental impact statement's issued, I 


believe there would be a better idea of what type of 


alternatives are being suggested at that time.  And 


maybe people -- and that will give people an 


opportunity, again, to comment on which of those new 


alternatives -- or variations are better.  And the 


EIS will help to say which of those variations have 


the least impacts for all those categories I 


mentioned.  So -- 


MR. SCHEFFLER:  What we're looking at, 


then, is we're actually looking at the lower portion 


for a ways, and if there's resistance in some area, 


you could actually jump to the north for a portion 


and then jump back south or whatever?  You could 


connect -- it could change like that, or it's going 


to accept one route or accept the other route?  


MR. EK:  Nope, you're correct.  It could 


change, there could be a variation.  It could be 


part of that preferred, part of that alternative, it 


depends.  That's what this process is about, to make 


sure that the best route is -- if it is permitted, 
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it is the best route, and it's as commented by the 


people and suggested by the people and with the 


least amount of impacts.  


Any other questions?  


Sir, if you could state your name, spell 


it.  


MR. TJOSAAS:  My name is Mark Tjosass, 


T-J-O-S-A-A-S.  


This -- everything we've heard tonight is 


still predicated on this certificate of need being 


issued, that is still before an Administrative Law 


Judge and that's expected when?  


MR. EK:  I believe April 15 or 16, during 


that week.  I can't recall the day offhand.  It is 


either the 15th or 16th, and that's when they'll 


have deliberations on whether, yes, indeed this 


project is needed or not needed.  


MR. TJOSAAS:  And that's not a guarantee?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I can't tell you what 


their decision's going to be.  But yeah, that 


decision hinges on what happens with this routing 


process.  


Other questions?  


MR. SCHMIDT:  Dale Schmidt, 


S-C-H-M-I-D-T.







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


49


I have a question, why do the poles have 


to be five feet in from the roadway (sic), and how 


big a base does that pole have?  


MR. POORKER:  Good question.  It's 


because of the base that we have to be, like, five 


feet outside of the road right-of-way because 


there's a diameter on that.  That would -- it sits 


on a concrete pad.  That could be six to eight feet 


in diameter, probably more like eight feet -- the 


concrete pad.  Actually, it's a column that goes 


into the ground 30 to 40 feet, depending on what the 


soil conditions are.  And so you have the center 


line and you go out to edge of that, we want to make 


sure that that structure is not on the road 


right-of-way.  So that's the reason for that, it's 


eight to ten feet wide for the concrete structure 


and the pole sits on top of that, bolted to the top.  


MR. SCHMIDT:  Then I have a question, if 


when you measure out your exact 1,000 feet, what if 


there's a tile line there and that's your own tile 


line, do you adjust for that?  I mean, can you go, 


like, 1,010 feet or 990 feet or how is that?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  Absolutely, that's a 


good question.  And that is something that we would 


work with in the design phase and the easement 
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acquisition phase.  We would put a stake out there 


and whoever was negotiating the easement with you 


would come out and say, here's where we propose to 


put the pole, how does that look?  If there's 


something there, we can move it on the spot.  


So yes, we can adjust those spans, they 


don't have to 1,000 feet.  They can be 800, 900, 


they can be a little over 1,000 if we have to.  So 


yes, we can adjust it certainly then for the tile 


line.  


MR. SCHMIDT:  And then I have one other 


question, at Farmfest I had talked to a young 


gentleman and he had said what is going to change -- 


or what is going to decide which route is the DNR, 


where you're going build across the Minnesota River, 


is that -- is there any truth to that?  I mean, is 


that -- we're all talking that -- how we want this 


or we don't like it, they're our concerns.  But is 


that really the point, is when the DNR says you can 


go to the north route or the south route and that's 


going to pretty well decide it? 


MR. POORKER:  What we try to do for the 


river crossings, we'll get information from the DNR 


and the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Corps of 


Engineers ahead of time so that we're not surprised.  
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And we even took them out in the field and showed 


them what we had recommended for options for 


crossing to make sure they somewhat concur.  They 


may prefer one over the other when it comes down to 


it, but we did not want to propose something that 


they would be absolutely opposed to, because then 


that would just probably take that out of the 


equation.  So we try to cross at locations that are 


already disturbed, whether it's an existing 


transmission line or a roadway, at a bridge or 


something like that.  So -- but the DNR will have 


some say in it, but more than anything, the Fish and 


Wildlife Service or even the Corps of Engineers. 


MR. EK:  And just to add to that, you 


know, the state agencies such as the DNR or the 


Board of Soil and Water Resources, and then you have 


the feds, the Corps of Engineers, Fish and Wildlife 


Service, they're required to work with us on this 


EIS.  So they're going to feed us and help us, 


provide us with that information for those areas.  


They're not going to, of course, define 


and tell us where to go, but they're going to give 


us information that will guide us on which would be 


the least -- or the best place with the least 


impacts when it comes to those river crossings.  
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Any other questions?  I don't know if I 


saw hands up?  I am missing something?  


Well, with that, thank you all for 


coming.  And what I want to say, again, the comment 


period ends April 30.  And so it's very important 


that all of you, if you have concerns, issues, 


alternatives to suggest, that you get them in to us.  


It's very important.  And you can do that tonight, 


you can take a form, take it home and think about 


it, mail it in, e-mail it in, come to our website.  


Give me a call and I can help direct you on how to 


do that as well.  All the forms are out there, we'll 


be -- all of us will be around here for a while for 


any additional questions you might have.  


So thank you all for coming.


(Public comment concluded.)
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MR. EK:  All right.  So what we'll do now 


is we'll open it up to some public comments, 


questions, concerns that you'd like to -- 


alternatives as well, I should say, that you'd like 


to see addressed in an environmental impact 


statement for this project.  And, I guess, anyone 


have comments?  


MR. PLATZ:  What's the timetable for 


the -- 


MR. EK:  We need to have you talk into 


the mic so we can get the court reporter -- excuse 


me, sir.  If you could state your full name and 


spell it?


MR. PLATZ:  Paul Platz, last name 


P-L-A-T-Z.  What's the timetable for the completed 


final route choice, when will that be approved?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, as I said, I showed that 


flow sheet -- flow sheet -- flowchart, I should say.  


It's in my handout.  Application acceptance, it 


starts the timetable, and that was January 29th, 


2009.  It's a year-long process.  So by January 29, 


2010 is when the Public Utilities Commission would 


supposedly make a decision on if this project should 


receive a permit or if it should not.


MR. PLATZ:  Okay.  I'm also a landowner, 
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farmer, along the preferred route on the southern 


side through Alfsborg Township, just south of 


Winthrop.  As farmers, we don't know which side of 


the -- the line's coming past the township road by 


my place.  It's going to go on one side of the road 


or the other, most likely.  Who can answer the 


question of which side of the road the poles are 


going on?


MR. EK:  That's a good question.  And 


that's -- that's when I got into the permit and how 


detailed it can get.  What I would suggest is, you 


know, go ahead and print out one of those maps or 


you can provide your address on a comment form.  At 


this time we don't know what side of the road.  


They're just looking at that 1,000-foot route width, 


and somewhere in there would be that 150-foot 


right-of-way.  However, if you submit a comment and 


show on one of the maps that one of the folks over 


there have been nicely printing out, showing, well, 


I would like it on this side of the road versus this 


side of the road, and send that in as a comment, 


we'll take a look at that and consider that.  And I 


urge you to do that, because otherwise we won't 


know.  


And then should a permit become issued, 
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the Applicants do come out and consult with 


landowners when it comes to that final, detailed 


design on where poles would go, as well, so that 


would also be an opportunity.  But it wouldn't hurt 


to submit a comment or an alternative, I guess, 


alignment kind of showing your concern.


MR. PLATZ:  All right.  And then I think 


a final question from me.  I happen to be in 


Alfsborg Township, Sections 30 and 19, where the 


line is coming through, and it also goes through 


Cornish Township there.  It's really the fourth -- 


if people can see it from a distance there, it's the 


fourth map over from the left there.  And the line 


comes in from the west there, jogs to the south, 


goes east and then takes a half-mile jog back to the 


north there and then proceeds east again and then 


jogs a half mile south.  


Why the -- it seems to be a waste of, 


really, a mile of line either on the west end or on 


the east end.  Somebody help us understand why we're 


wasting a mile of line.  I happen to be on the west 


end.  I'd like it to go north.  I'm sure the people 


on the east end would like it to go south.  If 


somebody could just answer us why we're wasting a 


mile of line in that area, be it on the west or the 
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east end.


MR. EK:  I think I'll let Craig answer 


this one.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  People have a lot of 


questions on why we went one place or the other.  


And it's hard for me to know exactly, but I think if 


we -- if we look at that portion, I could probably 


come up with something, looking at it a little more 


closely, at the map, and we can do that afterwards.  


But what we tried to do, again, was stick to 


roadways as much as we can.  I'm not sure if that 


segment right there (indicating) -- I was out there 


actually driving through it today on the way here, 


looking at some of that, and I know that it does 


take a half-mile jog right there.  So I don't know 


if we're going along a field line right there, if 


there wasn't a roadway?  


MR. PLATZ:  Well, on the west end it's 


about half going through fields and half going along 


roadways.  Looking at the map where I am, I see a 


feature in there, it's called Sand Lake.  And I'm 


wondering if there are rules or regulations 


regarding going near lakes.  Now, if it were to 


take -- not take that jog half a mile to the south 


and then a half mile north on the west end, it would 
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go closer to the lake than what is proposed, but it 


still would not -- I don't know what it would be, 


maybe 500 feet from the lake.  So I'm wondering if 


the lake is the feature there.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Now, if we were a 


half mile north, we'd be within 500 feet of the 


lake?  Yeah, I don't -- I don't think that would be 


the issue.  Wetlands are sometimes an issue for us, 


but most wetlands along this -- the route that we've 


shown you, the two routes, most of them we can span 


that.  We can span about a thousand feet.  So we try 


to stay out of wetlands for construction reasons, 


for the most part, because it is quite damaging, 


pretty hard to build.  We try to do most of our 


construction, if we can, in the wintertime so we're 


damaging fields less and damaging those wetlands or 


lakes a little bit less.  But if we're 500 feet from 


a lake, I don't know that that was the feature on 


there for going that direction.  But let's take a 


look at it after the meeting.  I'll probably have a 


better idea for you.  


MR. EK:  All right.  Additional comments, 


questions for anyone?  


Oh, sir, if you could state your name and 


spell it. 
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MR. KAMRATH:  I am Dwayne Kamrath, the 


last name is spelled K-A-M-R-A-T-H.  I'm a resident 


of North Le Sueur.  


Many of you travel back over here to 


Gaylord and this area from Minneapolis through Belle 


Plaine and come down the Minnesota River Valley Road 


past the Jolly Green Giant sign.  And if you know 


where that is on the four-lane highway, I live right 


across the street on the opposite side from the 


Jolly Green Giant sign, up on that hill.  


For some reason, when the people plotted 


on the map over here for Section 10, our home was 


not even found because it's in the woods, but it's 


within about 35 to 40 feet, I would say, of the 


proposed power line.  Our home happens to -- when I 


bought it eight years ago, I bought it for the 


tremendous view.  As you look down the river valley, 


I can look from my back patio and I can see 10 


miles, up to 12 miles down, and I can see the spire 


of Christ Chapel at Gustavus at St. Peter from my 


house.  If the power line goes where it goes, it's 


going to ruin the view for many homeowners that are 


up on that side.  There's five older houses up, 


right up in that area, and within the last ten years 


there's been a subdivision built back in that whole 
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area.  


I know there's a meeting next Monday 


night in which many of the people will be coming to 


Henderson for and I'm not able to be there, so 


that's why I'm here tonight.  I work for the 


Minnesota Twins, and I'll be up at the Dome watching 


the Twins play.  


But anyhow, getting back, I have some 


other concerns here.  I think one big -- a big 


concern should be, as we pick the route -- and so 


I'm speaking that there should be -- we should go on 


record -- I would like to go on record as one person 


that we would choose the alternate route, north, 


saving the beautiful Minnesota River Valley for its 


view as you come down into the valley, and not put a 


power line there.  But also, number one for my 


house, if that line came up, and I think the 


drop-off there from my hill and my corner of my deck 


is only about 25 feet from that, so I'm really close 


there, 20, if that came straight up, it would -- if 


that was the top of the pole, that pole would be 


right across the view of my personal property, and 


it would constitute, you know, for me as a property 


owner -- the reason why I bought that was -- part of 


that home was the view.  And this would be a 
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really -- that's sort of a minor thing, but it's a 


major thing to me.  


But bigger than that, I think the view 


and the aesthetics and the environment right 


below -- right on the Minnesota River directly below 


our house in the woods as you -- just a half mile 


out there, hardly that, is Bucks Lake.  Bucks Lake 


this past season had, I believe, seven nests of 


eagles nesting in there.  This power line is going 


to go right past them, and you can imagine what kind 


of impact that will have.  So I really speak out 


against that area.  


Now, I was talking to somebody else from 


Le Sueur today and I understand perhaps, and maybe 


you can answer that, is that the city fathers of 


Le Sueur want it to come there because it would be 


closer to their power station.  Could there be some 


truth to that?  I believe at a January meeting or 


something they had representatives from some 


organization in the city council meeting.  


And so I think you got -- and maybe 


that's the goal.  These things all have to be 


weighed out, and I guess all I want to say is 


register my one vote.  And hopefully -- I was just 


over there and had the mapmaker make a map.  
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Hopefully I appear on the next map in Section 10.  


There's five of our houses right there close to the 


edge of the road overlooking the river valley.  Only 


four are plotted and for some reason they missed 


mine.  I've got a big picture here I'll show you 


later.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  And I just want to 


let you know you did an excellent job on getting the 


issues and comments in the record.  You specified 


them just how they should be, so we'll have them on 


record for you.  Also, I'd urge you to send in a 


letter if you want to, but the comments tonight will 


suffice as well.  


Craig, did you want to maybe answer that 


question about the... 


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  Mr. Kamrath, nice to 


finally put a face with the name.  We've been 


playing telephone tag for, what, two or 


three months, where both of us are rarely in the 


office or at home.  And I appreciate those comments.  


And it's not minor.  You talk about the aesthetics 


and going through the river valley.  Crossing the 


Minnesota River is a huge obstacle for us.  I mean, 


that's one of our bigger challenges.  And we visited 
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with a lot of folks at the county and at the city, 


City of Le Sueur.  So those are very important 


issues.  Visited with Doris Hagen with Henderson 


Feathers also.  So we're having some good 


discussions, no doubt.  


But your other comment about the City of 


Le Sueur and how that would benefit them, I'm not 


sure how it would benefit them exactly because we 


have a substation which is east of there a few 


miles.  And either Helena Township or Derrynane 


Township, we're looking at a substation in one of 


those two locations, depending on where the state 


sends us for a route in the end, next April or so.  


MR. KAMRATH:  My question is, if they did 


the alternative route instead of this preferred 


route, that would have a bearing on the substation, 


wouldn't it?  And so for the residents of Le Sueur, 


that's a big issue, I suspect, for the city fathers, 


cost-wise and everything.  What is the issue there 


in terms of -- you know, so I'm a citizen of 


Le Sueur too and I pay taxes, et cetera, there too.  


And so I mean -- but not -- but they have to run the 


business of providing the costs of electricity.  As 


a citizen, I'm just trying to figure out what's 


going on here, that most people around that area 
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seem to be -- to resonate with trying to get a pitch 


in to have a northern route, the alternate route, 


chosen rather than the preferred route across the 


river right there by Le Sueur.  But it seems that 


the city fathers are determined to not listen to 


these people that live in North Le Sueur proper, and 


they're bound to do that.  If it's, I'm not sure, 


politically or what's going on.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  And the discussion 


of the preferred route, we would have a substation 


in Derrynane Township in Le Sueur County.  And if we 


were to -- if we're to go across at Belle Plaine, 


across the Minnesota River there, we would come back 


down south into Helena Township and build a 


substation right there.  So, either way, it's not 


that far apart from each other no matter where those 


two substations go.  But when we have a substation 


in either Derrynane Township or Helena Township, 


it's not that far apart from each other.  The 


most -- and to the far west our other substation 


would be near Franklin, east of Franklin.  


So how that would help or not help the 


City of Le Sueur, I'm not sure.  But, of course, 


they have substations there in their area to serve 


their electric utility, and there would be a 
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connection between probably that substation, 


perhaps, to get into Le Sueur.  So I would guess -- 


I'm not sure, I'm not an engineer.  I'm not a 


planner, I'm not sure how that would affect them, 


good or bad.  And it's probably up to them to make 


comments on this project as well.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  Excellent 


comments. 


Any other comments?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your full 


name and spell it, please. 


MR. KRAMER:  Robin Kramer, K-R-A-M-E-R.  


The question I have, when you talk about a 150-foot 


power line right-of-way, does that mean you would 


stay off the road right-of-way at least 75 feet?


MR. EK:  What -- what would usually 


happen is to share the road right-of-way.  So you'd 


have your -- they'd put the poles as close as they 


can.  And they have to, you know, have conversations 


with the local -- the county highway or Minnesota 


Highway Department.  But they put the pole as close 


as they can to the road right-of-way, and they'd 


share half of that road right-of-way, 75 feet on one 


side.  The other 75 feet would be into, you know, 


the respective landowner or whatever it may be.  
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Does that answer your question, sir?


MR. KRAMER:  Yes.


MR. EK:  If you could state your name and 


spell it, please? 


MR. SCHERER:  Doug Scherer, 


S-C-H-E-R-E-R.  


My question would be the closeness, the 


proximity to the farm sites and the potential health 


risks for -- anything, for animals or humans.


MR. EK:  Yeah, that's a good question.  


And it's come up a lot in the past, you know, few 


meetings this week.  And that's a subject of 


electric and magnetic fields as well as with the 


livestock, the stray voltage issue.  And those are 


two items we do just automatically study in this 


EIS, and it sounds as if we're going have to -- 


we're going to put some work into those subjects on 


this EIS because it sounds of great importance to 


people.


So just to let you know, though, we -- 


you know, in past environmental assessments, we have 


studied EMF and we have found, you know, the studies 


we've looked at and so forth, they have not found a 


causal link between electric/magnetic fields and 


leukemia or cancer.  However, they have not ruled it 
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out.  They say the risk is small, or little in some 


cases.  


So that leads us to continue research and 


researching current -- as current information as we 


possibly can on those subjects so we get it right in 


this environmental impact statement so we can 


provide the right mitigation, provide the right 


route, and provide the right information to folks 


when we write this.  


Stray voltage, same thing.  It is -- it 


is a grounding type issue.  It's something that we 


put in the permit that if there is a problem, a 


farmer finds a problem with stray voltage, that the 


company would have to come out and figure out what 


the problem is and repair that problem.  So those 


are two very important subjects that have come up at 


all meetings and something we will -- we will be 


studying further in depth.  


MR. SCHERER:  Do they have a footage away 


from a farm site or do they have a problem going 


right over a house or, you know, is there a setback 


from that just like there would be from a wetland or 


a lake or whatever it might be?


MR EK:  Yeah, I guess there is no general 


rule.  I guess the general rule would be is you 
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cannot have a structure within that 150-foot 


right-of-way.  So I guess my best answer would be is 


if you had a structure right at that right-of-way, 


you would be 75 feet away from the center line of 


that transmission line.  So 75 feet.  There is no 


guidelines in Minnesota as to how far, but we do -- 


they go by the National Electric Safety Code.  And 


when you're talking about going over that distance, 


it's kind of alarming, I believe it's 30 feet or 


less, but in this case that's -- no, that's avoided.  


And so to answer your question, nothing can be 


within that 150-foot right-of-way.  So I guess 


75 feet would be a distance that you could kind of 


look at there.  


Any other good questions, sir?


MR. SCHERER:  No.


MR. EK:  All right.  Yes, sir, if you 


could state your name and spell it, please?


MR. WISTE:  Mile Wiste, W-I-S-T-E.  


First, I'm going to be like everyone, I don't want 


it to go the way it goes past my place, so I'm going 


to place the vote to go toward the preferred.  Also, 


what's the definition of the preferred and the 


alternate?  I mean, are you going to flip a coin?  I 


mean, is it 50/50 at this point or is preferred 
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actually the preferred in my terminology?


MR. EK:  No, no.  It's -- everything's on 


the table now.  There's no -- oh, yeah, you can call 


them 1 and 2, you could call them A and B, you can 


call them green and yellow, whatever you want.  It's 


just, I guess, throughout history they've always 


been called, you know, a preferred or an 


alternative.  That's the company's choice, you know, 


they have the preferred and the alternative.  But 


from my understanding, either one of them is fine.  


They're just required by state law to supply two 


routes.  So I guess they just name them, you know, 


preferred and alternative.  But there is no flipping 


of coins.  


We take a look at the environment -- in 


the environmental impact statement at both of them 


and the impacts or potential impacts along both the 


lines and compare and figure out which one would be 


better, along with alternatives that are submitted 


by folks during this comment period.


MR. WISTE:  Well, then, I guess when I 


first got the literature, I saw preferred and 


alternate and, being as I'm on the alternate, I 


wasn't quite as concerned.  It's kind of a 


misleading statement, then.
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MR. EK:  Yeah, I guess it could be.  


And -- yeah, I agree with you.  That's why -- that's 


why I urge you to get on the mailing list, because 


if things change, then you will be notified.  You 


know, if things start swaying and alternatives that 


are submitted by other folk that kind of change the 


route to different from what you even see up here, 


being on that mailing list will allow you to receive 


that information so, therefore, you can comment on 


those changes when they do happen.  But, no, I 


understand what you're saying when you say preferred 


and alternative.  It's like, oh, this one is a green 


light, this one...


So any other comments?  All right.  Thank 


you.  


Any other comments, questions?  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, please?


MR. WILMOT:  Yeah, my name is Jim Wilmot, 


last name W-I-L-M-O-T.  


After reading your sheet here, it says 


factors considered for the route, use of existing 


transportation, pipeline and electrical transmission 


systems.  I'm not real sure what the size of the -- 


of the power line that's south of Hutchinson about 
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four miles, but it seems there's already an existing 


route or an existing power line not too far north of 


the proposed one here.  Is there a possibility that 


they would incorporate this power line or proposed 


power line with an already existing power line to 


alleviate a lot of the environmental and other 


concerns? 


MR. EK:  That's a good question, and yes, 


there are.  I'll let Craig answer the specifics on 


the line you're talking about, but there are 


instances in this project where, yes, indeed, they 


will be sharing existing transmission lines and 


building them on the same structure and so on and so 


forth.  Maybe Craig can answer the one about the -- 


Hutchinson, is that correct?


MR. WILMOT:  Yeah.


MR. EK:  Okay.  


MR. POORKER:  I think it's a 69-kilovolt 


line, if I'm not mistaken.  It's a smaller, on wood 


poles, is that the one?  


MR. WILMOT:  No, no, it's the -- the line 


that I'm referring to is high voltage.  It's got 


four whatever, antenna, four-legged -- 


MR. POORKER:  Lattice style?


MR. WILMOT:  Yes, thank you.
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MR. POORKER:  The one you're referring 


to, that's also a 345-kilovolt line, and that -- and 


that's one that we want to connect into.  That's the 


one east of the river, right, and goes through 


Helena Township, Derrynane, comes at a diagonal, I 


think.  But we do -- 


MR. WILMOT:  No.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  But we do look at 


other transmission line routes.  Unfortunately, with 


this one here, it's a double-circuit transmission 


line -- in other words, there are two transmission 


lines hanging on that one pole -- and that doesn't 


allow us to put a third one on there.  If we had a 


third one on there, we'd have to build probably 


H-frames and that would spread out into ag land.  


But we did look at perhaps in some areas we could 


maybe be on the other side of the road of that, but 


that's not something we like to do either if it is 


indeed following a roadway.  So it's pretty tough 


because we have two transmission lines already.  If 


we were building a single circuit, then I think we 


could do that more often or in more locations.  


However, at the river crossings, there 


that's kind of a special issue, because we don't 


want to create another corridor going across the 
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Minnesota River.  So in those cases, for a short 


distance, we may hook up with an existing 


transmission line and put all three of those on a 


specialty structure.  That would not be a single 


pole, but it would be probably an H-frame structure 


to get across the Minnesota River and those big 


backwaters and wetlands and stuff like that.  Does 


that answer your question? 


MR. WILMOT:  (Witness moved head 


affirmatively.) 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Other questions and 


comments?  I should get down here so I can see 


folks. 


All right.  If you could state your name 


and spell it, sir. 


MR. YOUNG:  Jim Young, Y-O-U-N-G.  


Is there any reason that you don't try to 


follow railroad right-of-ways?  


MR. EK:  That's a good question, and in 


some cases road rights-of-way are followed.  In this 


project, offhand I guess I can't think of an area 


right now where road -- railroad right-of-way is 


followed, but maybe Craig here can help you out. 


MR. POORKER:  Yes, we did look at 


railroad right-of-ways, and the railroad that runs 
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through the area generally runs along Highway 19.  


And likewise with Highway 19, both Highway 19 and 


the railroad present a little bit of a problem for 


us because they always go through cities.  And if we 


were to follow Highway 19 or the railroad, every 


time we got to a city, we'd have to go way around it 


rather than through it, because we -- it's pretty 


tough for us to go right through town.  So that was 


probably the one factor that kind of took us away 


from the railroad and Highway 19, because there are 


all these towns five or six miles apart.  So that 


was a routing challenge for us.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. YOUNG:  Yes.  Although -- it answered 


my question, but yet it does do some jogging on a 


half mile that Paul just talked about a little while 


ago.  


MR. EK:  I'm not quite sure how to 


address -- how to address that.  But the problem is 


the different jogs that the line's taking or...


MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I don't know how much 


more the effort would be to go around some of these 


smaller towns.  I'm sure you must have looked into 


it in quite some detail.  I thought it would be kind 
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of a waste that we could not use that because we 


don't have any other real use of any other property 


there.


MR. EK:  And you're speaking of the 


railroad, railroad right-of-way.  Yeah.  And I 


think -- I think Craig addressed that a lot of the 


lines go through towns, small towns.  I think they 


were trying to avoid those small towns.  So, 


therefore, to avoid the small towns, avoid those 


railroad right-of-ways.  I think that was -- that 


was the reason for not following that.  


Any other additional -- yes, sir.  If you 


could spell and -- state and spell your name? 


MR. GREWE:  Fred Grewe, G-R-E-W-E.


I'd like clarification on that 150-foot 


easement.  Does that start at the center of the road 


or does that start on the edge of the county's 


right-of-way for that road?  


MR. EK:  It -- it depends on negotiations 


with the county transportation or Minnesota 


transportation.  But it would start on the road 


right-of-way or sometimes five feet outside of that 


right-of-way.  Am I correct in saying that? 


MR. POORKER:  It would be -- the center 


line of the transmission line would be just outside 
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of the road right-of-way.  When we are following a 


roadway, whether it's a township road, county road, 


state road, it's our intent to put the center line 


of the transmission line just outside of the road 


right-of-way, outside of the road easement or 


whatever the road authority may own.  So if it's a 


county road and they have 50 feet of right-of-way, 


we'd probably be out there about 55 feet with our 


center line.  And then the easement itself would be 


75 feet towards the roadway and then 75 feet onto 


private land ownership.  


MR. GREWE:  Fred Grewe again.  My next 


question is, then what about existing power lines 


that are in the area right now that follow the 


roadway, how would they be affected?  


And I have one other question, too.  With 


this 150-foot range, what constitutes a building, a 


farm site building?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  What was your first 


question, again?  


MR. GREWE:  Okay.  Right now the power 


line that's going along the highway, right on the 


edge of the right-of-way for the highway, they're 


off that, and you said it would be five feet beyond 


that.  What's going to happen to the existing power 
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line that's there?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  The existing power 


line is probably a distribution line, like the ones 


that run down in the road right-of-way, go to your 


homes, supply your homes with electricity.  Then 


that's something we would have to negotiate with the 


distribution company, whether it's a co-op or a 


municipal or whoever that may be. 


MR. GREWE:  Northern States.


MR. POORKER:  Northern States?  Okay.  


And so that's who's serving your property, 


evidently, and we would have to negotiate with them 


on what to do with that.  Sometimes we could just 


bury it, the distribution line, or maybe they'll ask 


us to put it on the other side of the road, too.  So 


that's something we would have to negotiate with 


them.


MR. GREWE:  Fred Grewe again.  My other 


question is, you've got a 150-foot right-of-way.  


What kind of buildings are -- that would be in 


there, what constitutes farm site buildings?


MR. POORKER:  Generally in our 75-foot 


right-of-way we don't want to have any structures if 


we can help it.  There may be some small ones that 


can -- if there's enough clearance, of course, 
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between the wire and the building itself.  Sometimes 


little yard sheds are there, and a lot of times 


those are okay because our line is going to be up 


there a little ways.  They're going to be 35 to 


40 feet above the ground.  So it all depends on what 


kind of structure it might be.  But we're also -- we 


tried to route this so that there are no structures 


of any kind within that -- within the transmission 


line right-of-way.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. GREWE:  Understood.


MR. EK:  All right.  Thank you.  


Any additional questions?  Yes, sir.  


MR. KAMRATH:  Dwayne Kamrath from North 


Le Sueur again, along the Minnesota River Valley and 


the Minnesota River there.  


Just a point here as to the height of 


these.  I've heard different heights.  I've heard 


sometimes these power lines would be 100 -- over 


100 feet tall they could be, from bottom to top.  


And then I thought I just heard something like 35, 


40 feet, something.  What's -- what are we normally 


talking about here?  


MR. EK:  I think what Craig was talking 
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about is actual -- the height of the line where it's 


hanging from the ground would be, you know, 30 to 


50 feet from the ground.  The actual structure 


itself are -- you got it, the sag, so that bottom 


point of the line.  The structures themselves in the 


application are proposed to be 130 to 175 feet high.  


And that -- 


MR. KAMRATH:  And around?  


MR. EK:  I don't know what the 


diameter -- I believe it's four feet in diameter -- 


or eight feet? 


MR. POORKER:  Oh, the length from tower 


to tower is his question.  And from one structure to 


the next structure, that length would be -- average 


a thousand feet, yeah.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


Any additional questions, comments?  


Yes, ma'am.  


MS. BONLEHE:  Hi, I'm Donna Bonlehe, 


B-O-N-L-E-H-E.  It's hard to get a handle on what 


this really -- what implications this has.  What -- 


can you name some lines that are this size near us 


and some -- after those lines have been built, what 


did people nearby say, like, you know, what would 


they say if they were here about how it affects them 
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now that it's built?  So two things, examples and 


landowners and communities, how do they feel about 


it?  


MR. EK:  Well, that's a good question and 


a tough question, because I guess I don't have -- I 


don't have an answer for what communities -- I guess 


I've never heard personally on what people think 


after -- you know, after it's been built.  I don't 


hear from them.  


Maybe, Craig, have you -- could you give 


examples of other 345s in the area or... 


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  In this area there's 


a 345-kilovolt line that runs through Derrynane and 


Helena Township, that runs from, I believe, Mankato 


up to near Carver, I think it is, or -- what is it?


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Shakopee.


MR. POORKER:  Shakopee.  And that one is 


built on both kinds of structures.  It's built on 


H-frame structures, in other words, two poles -- 


two-pole structures, and also some of them are on 


lattice structures, and that is a 345-kilovolt line.  


Ours, of course, is going to be on single-pole 


structures, but it's the same voltage as that one.


What do people say after they're built?  


As a small utility company, we stay in pretty good 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


30


contact with our landowners, and generally our 


discussion after that is how we maintain the 


right-of-way.  That's what people want to know, is 


if we have to come out to their property to maintain 


something, to trim trees or clear brush or something 


like that, they want to know ahead of time.  And 


generally our relationships are pretty good after -- 


after it's built if we take good care of it and 


respond to them if there's a problem.  


MR. EK:  Thanks, Craig.  


Let me add to that.  Also, a form, there 


is a form -- a complaint form that we include in our 


permit.  So if folks do have complaints with regards 


to the transmission line that's built, there is a 


complaint form that's part of the permit that can be 


sent in to help resolve any problems or issues that 


have come up, just to let you know.  


Does that answer your question?  


MS. BONLEHE:  Yes.


MR. EK:  All right.  Any other additional 


questions, comments?  


Yes, sir.  If you could just restate your 


name? 


MR. SCHERER:  Doug Scherer again.  My 


question would be the difference between -- this is 
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going to be mostly single-pole power line?  Why the 


single-pole versus the H versus your four-pole 


lattice?  And then also on the right-of-way, is 


right-of-way farmable or what is compensation, 


anything like that?  


MR. EK:  I can answer the single pole.  


Yes, most of this will be the single-pole 


structures.  As Craig was stating earlier, the river 


crossings and difficult topography areas would 


usually require an H-frame.  And it depends on 


engineering and what the engineers deem is needed to 


adequately support those conductors through a 


certain area, so they design the structures to 


accommodate that.  


For the right-of-way, your right-of-way 


question, yeah, you can farm underneath the 


right-of-way.  You can pretty much do whatever you 


want.  Of course, you don't -- they don't want to 


have high-growing trees that are going to impact the 


transmission line, or structures underneath.  But, 


yeah, you can farm underneath it, farm around it, 


and plant under it and do normally what you'd do.


I'll let Craig answer your question about 


easements and payments or compensation, because we 


at the state don't deal with that part of the whole 
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process.  But -- so let's have Craig answer that 


one. 


MR. POORKER:  Thanks.  The question on 


easement acquisition, and I guess that's my 


background.  And we do have to acquire easements 


from any property that we cross, any private 


property.  And it's 75 feet and, like Scott said, 


it's -- whatever you're using it for now, you can 


use it for pretty much whatever you are.  


The easement that we acquire is for us to 


build, maintain, and to operate that transmission 


line, and that's it.  People ask oftentimes what 


else can go in there, who else can come and build 


something in there.  Nobody can without your 


permission.  So if somebody wants to come in and put 


a bike path in, a telephone line, a communication 


line of some kind, a gas line, they can't do that 


unless they get another easement from you as a 


landowner.  


And a little bit about easement 


compensation.  Easement compensation is based on 


what your land values are.  And you as farmers also 


have an interest in crop damage, if we damage that 


during construction.  Soil compaction is oftentimes 


an issue, impact to gates and fences and any and all 
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that stuff, we have to compensate you for.  So not 


just for the easement acquisition itself, but any 


construction damage, crop damage.  And also, 


likewise, if we have to come back and maintain the 


easement or maintain the poles or do any work in the 


future, we do our best to contact landowners before 


we do that, but just like during construction, if we 


damage something while we're doing any maintenance 


or whatever, we have to settle with the landowner 


again.  


MR. EK:  Thanks, Craig.  


Does that answer your question, sir?  


MR. SCHERER:  Pretty much.  I guess the 


question going back to the three different types of 


poles.  Does one system have a better wind tolerance 


or longevity of the power line?  And then referring 


back to the one question about whether this line 


couldn't have been piggybacked onto another 345, 


what are the odds of something like that happening 


to this line somewhere along the line later?  


MR. POORKER:  The reason that we decided 


to go with single-pole structures is because we're 


going through some significant agricultural areas.  


And Xcel Energy just did a project down in southern 


Minnesota through -- or along I-90 and, again, 
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through a lot of ag land.  We went with this 


structure because we would not have an H-frame -- if 


you have an H-frame structure, that means we have a 


pole out in your field.  The design that we chose is 


more expensive than an H-frame or lattice, but I 


think in the long run it's a better investment to 


keep it out of fields as best we can.  


And your next question was, oh, yeah, 


how's it built for standing up to wind, ice loading 


and things like that.  It's built for -- to handle a 


pretty good wind.  I don't think a tornado is going 


to take this down.  It's built on a concrete pier 


that sits in the ground, and that's probably six to 


eight feet in diameter, and we set the pole on top 


of that and bolt it down.  That concrete pier goes 


into the ground 30 or 40 feet, depending on what the 


soil conditions are.  And it's, again, about 150 to 


170 feet tall.  And it's designed also to handle a 


one-inch ice coating on the conductor wire, which is 


pretty significant.  That means a three-inch 


diameter ice coating on there, because the conductor 


itself is about an inch in diameter.  So it's pretty 


sturdy.  


If something like this, this pole, should 


fail, it's going to fail partway up the pole, near 
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the top.  It's just going to fold over and just hang 


there.  These poles are not going to tip over.  If 


they do, it's a significant event and there will be 


probably other issues that we'll all be worrying 


about if something like that happens.  So it's a 


pretty sturdy structure.  


Oh, what are the odds of another 


transmission line coming right here and attaching to 


it?  We're designing this pole also to already 


handle two transmission lines, and that's what we're 


going to build if we get a permit.  So there's not 


room for a third one to be on there at all.  These 


poles will be designed -- be designed for these 


transmission lines and that's it.  They're not built 


to handle any more weight other than that, to be 


added on to that.  


So -- and if something like that was to 


happen, it goes through the whole process all over 


again.  The certificate of need process, the route 


permit process starts all over.  And if there was to 


be another third line, we'd have to tear this whole 


thing out and redesign a whole new structure, and 


that's probably not going to happen.  That would be 


cost-prohibitive, I would think.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, Craig.  
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Does that answer your question, sir? 


MR. KAMRATH:  Just a quick question.  


Dwayne Kamrath from Le Sueur.  


Maybe it's a foolish question, conduction 


of electricity and stuff.  But why aren't the wires 


buried cable, underground instead of above, and then 


you could eliminate all these poles and stuff?  


Cable TV, I mean, all this -- or can't we do 


something through the satellites?  Why are we using 


this archaic, old method of lines like this?  


Isn't -- can't we -- is it too cost-prohibitive for 


Great River or -- why are we, as property owners, 


having -- having to deal with this in the first 


place, I guess is my question, going back to square 


one?  If you could answer, why not buried, 


underground cable?  


MR. EK:  I think Craig can answer that.  


But it's technology right now.  It's -- it's 


difficult.  This is a large line, a large line to 


bury.  So technology -- large in voltage, I should 


say.  So you have -- it is also cost-prohibitive.  


It costs quite a bit more money.  And also if there 


are problems in the line, it's hard to find problems 


if something happens along the line.  And maybe I'll 


let Craig talk about it more, but those are three of 
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the issues:  Construction, cost, and the technology 


available to underground lines of this size.  


MR. POORKER:  That's right, Mr. Kamrath.  


And it is -- these transmission lines are really 


hot, and they need to be cooled.  And it's the air 


that cools them when they're aboveground.  To 


construct them underground is a significant 


construction project, a pretty wide trench, 20 feet 


wide, and we would probably be required to build a 


redundancy -- in other words, two sets of 


transmission lines, one on one side of the trench, 


one on the other.  


And a lot of people think that -- that 


they are kind of out of sight, out of mind, but we 


do have to keep that right-of-way, then, totally 


clear of everything.  And it is difficult for us to 


find a fault.  It's reliable when it's underground, 


but if something does go wrong, it's a little bit 


harder, takes longer for us to find the fault, where 


it is, and then it's a whole other construction 


project just to fix that fault as well.  


The technology is not quite there, but 


the utility companies -- and there are some 


electrical trade groups that are always looking for 


some new technology to do something like that.  But 
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cooling is probably the biggest problem for us right 


now.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. KAMRATH:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  Yes, ma'am.


MS. HAHN:  My name is Vera Hahn, H-A-H-N.  


And I want to know -- some of these 


farmers are paying between $250 and $300 an acre 


rent.  Will that -- will the crop produce just as 


good underneath them lines and a half a mile away?  


And then another thing, too, is when I 


was taking radiation, I drove past a substation at 


Waconia, and all the other corn was froze but that 


corn around that substation was not froze.  


And then the other question I want to 


know is when these homes are close to these power 


lines, will it affect their TV and the radio?  


Because last Sunday as we drove to Hutchinson, we 


drove through that power line and we didn't have no 


radio.  It was all static until we got away.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Those are good 


questions.  I think your first question about plants 


growing underneath the power lines, in all of our 


studies and cases we've studied, no, that does not 
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impact the growth of plants.  No, not -- no.  That's 


not something we've seen, that EMF, electric or 


magnetic fields, has an impact on plant growth 


beneath power lines.  


For instance, that's why the power line 


companies need to go out, to make sure that that 


right-of-way is cleared of trees and brush. 


MS. HAHN:  How come around the substation 


it was green and all the other corn was froze at 


Waconia?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, that's -- that's a 


question I guess I couldn't answer.  I'm not -- not 


sure that I could answer that question.  I don't 


know if -- maybe the pavement around the substation 


was making it hotter.  I don't know.  That's a good 


question, but it's a question, unfortunately, I 


can't answer for you.  


I forget what your third question...


MS. HAHN:  How will it affect the homes 


that are too close to the power line, our TV 


reception and radio?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Good question.  And that 


is also something we do study regardless of comment.  


It's something that's included in the environmental 


impact statement.  And what we've seen in past 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


40


transmission line studies is that that is not a 


factor.  The transmission lines do not impact the 


television signals and radio signals.  We just 


haven't seen it in the studies that we've looked at.  


However, that doesn't preclude us from continuing to 


study that issue in this environmental impact 


statement and looking at, you know, the new data 


that comes out.  There's always new data, and we'll 


always keep on top of that to make sure we're 


informing everybody correctly.


MS. HAHN:  Why don't you build this plant 


down by the Cities where they need the power, 


instead of 200 miles away and building this line and 


going through good agricultural land?  And I think 


it's going to cause a lot of diseases and stuff, 


because if anybody has gone through cancer in seven 


months, you're going through Prairie Hill.


MR. EK:  Yeah, your question addresses -- 


it's a need issue.  And right now for this project 


there is a need docket, and right here tonight we're 


talking about routing of the project.  April 15th 


and 16th of this month, the Public Utilities 


Commission will make a decision on whether this 


project is needed.  Depending on that decision -- if 


they say it's needed, then this routing continues to 
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go forward.  If they say it's not needed, this 


routing -- this project and routing ends on that 


date.  


And that question you asked, why don't 


they build it in the Cities, that's part of the 


need, that they study in the need process, so we 


don't address it in the routing here.  But the 15th 


and 16th of this month the utilities commission will 


address the need of this project.  


MS. HAHN:  I feel there is so much waste 


of electricity.  I mean, we have to supply our 


needs, not our wants.  I mean, out here we don't 


care about the ball games down in the Cities.  I 


won't spend a nickel.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment, ma'am.


MR. KAMRATH:  Go, Twins.  No, Dwayne 


Kamrath from Le Sueur again.  


Just thinking about this a little bit 


more, about the -- I'm back there and the distance 


between the power lines, power poles of a thousand 


feet you're saying, a baseball guy like me figures, 


well, that's like three football fields in length, 


put lengthwise there.  That's quite a span.  It 


would be helpful, though, I think, as this committee 


or whoever is going to be out there, rather than 
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sending out letters, findings to us who are along 


the -- whichever line it goes on, and about half of 


us here probably are going to be affected and half 


of us won't, but I personally would like the respect 


of the power company, of the commerce department, 


and the people -- the powers that be, that before 


they do that, they stop along the line and meet face 


to face every individual that's going to have a 


power pole somewhat close to them.  You could do 


that.  I don't know how many -- you know, it's 


200-some miles.  But every property owner along 


there deserves the respect and a visit, a personal 


visit, a face-to-face, not a -- twenty-hundred (sic) 


letters that do nothing.  Because I think in that 


visit, not -- not that we -- not that I or anyone 


else would be hostile, but that we would want to 


say, you know, let's use some common sense where 


this thousand feet is from one pole to another.  We 


can place -- especially if you've got five houses in 


a row, like we do in my situation.  If you start at 


point zero over there before point one, maybe 


there's an alternative where you can get all the way 


up past five in that thousand feet.  That's a long 


ways.  But if they just simply go every thousand 


feet just down the line because that's the way we do 
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it and that's the cheapest way, you're going to have 


a lot of people angry out there.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  That's a very good question.  


And actually, Craig can correct me if I'm wrong, but 


once -- or if, I should say, a permit is issued, a 


route width is issued, the power companies do indeed 


go out to those landowners.  They stake the 


locations and they will work with the landowners. 


MR. KAMRATH:  And hopefully those stakes 


are then subject to change as they deal with the 


local five people as neighbors, to be a good 


neighbor to one another instead of just that's where 


the stake is and that's too bad.  Hopefully that's 


not the attitude.  That's why I want to go record -- 


on record as saying, and I hope wherever it goes 


there's some respect and dignity shown to the 


farmers and to the landowners, the property owners 


out here.


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And as a matter of fact 


that does happen.  And I'll let Craig talk to that 


as well.  But, yes, they are moved.  And they're not 


just placed every thousand feet.  They can be 


700 feet or -- you know, it's not 1,000 feet, 


1,000 feet, 1,000 feet.  They will go out and work 
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with the landowners.  


And, Craig, maybe you can speak to this a 


little more?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  That's exactly 


right.  That's exactly what we do.  We visit with 


every single landowner out there.  We have to get 


easements from them.  And we do talk with them about 


where we put the poles, because there's a lot of 


drain tile out there that we don't know about.  


There may be some buried cable that maybe you buried 


from one building to the next, electric cable or 


something like that.  There's a lot of stuff that an 


individual landowner knows.  And that's why we have 


an interview process.  We sit down and visit with 


every one of them.  


And we do move the poles.  What I -- what 


we do is put a stake in the ground and say this is 


where we -- where we have designed the pole, how is 


this?  And that's part of the easement acquisition 


process, the negotiating process.  And if you, as a 


landowner, want it moved maybe, perhaps to your 


property corner instead of in your yard, that's 


certainly something we're open to talking about.  Or 


I'd like to show to a landowner, is there anything 


we need to be concerned about as we're going along a 
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roadway, and oftentimes it might be sitting on top 


of a drain tile and let's just move it ten feet, 


twenty feet, and get it out of the way.  And we're 


certainly open to doing that, absolutely.  


MR. KAMRATH:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  All right.  Any other questions 


or comments tonight?  


Well, with that, then, again, I urge you 


to either grab one of the comment forms in the back, 


or grab one of the handouts with the presentation 


that have the websites that you can go on and 


provide comments.  But the comment forms, please 


submit them by April 30th.  If you have any issues 


give me a call.  If you have any problems or need 


any direction on how to write the comment, how to 


get it to me, I'd be happy to help you.  But it's 


very important that we hear from you and your 


comments and concerns so we can get these into the 


environmental impact statement.  


So thank you all for coming. 


(Public comment concluded.)
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MR. EK:  So we'll open it up to 


questions.  I guess what I'll do is go around, 


if you just want to raise your hand.  And you're 


going to have to kind of bear with me here.  And 


also, when I get to you, if you could state your 


name and spell it for the court reporter and try to 


speak as close as you can into the microphone so 


that she can be sure to get down what you have.  And 


I'll try to stand by you because we only have one 


mic, unfortunately, and -- so we can get the back 


and forth questioning and comment.  


I see Delores back there.


MS. HAGEN:  I'll come up.  


MR. EK:  Oh, no, that's all right.


MS. HAGEN:  Dolores Hagen, D-O-L-O-R-E-S, 


Hagen, H-A-G-E-N.  


Hello, everybody.  I've got three pieces 


of information I'd like on the record.  There has 


been a petition on the Henderson website, it has 


five articles -- very specific articles.  I don't 


think I'm going to try to -- there's too many people 


here to waste the time to read them all, but I'll 


supply it to the court reporter, would that be 


better?  Would that be better?  I think it would be.  


The subject is eagles, the wetlands, the 
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resident eagles, the migrating birds, the nesting 


habitat, the groundwater potential disruption, 


economic impact, and human habitat, and the articles 


are delineated in a paragraph each.  I'll give this 


to the -- everybody who signed the petition knows 


what's on it.  


There are 481 individual people who have 


signed this petition asking that this route for the 


crossing of the Minnesota River at Le Sueur be 


discounted as unacceptable.  The other area -- by 


the way, I'm holding -- the petitions are still out 


in the field and the additional people who signed 


the petition, in addition to the 481, will be added 


before the deadline, which is the 30th of April.  


The third element -- or second element 


I'd like to bring up are letters from both 


governmental and civic organizations in the area.  I 


have a letter from the Henderson Area Chamber of 


Commerce, the Henderson Township Supervisors, the 


Audubon Society of Minnesota, the Henderson Lions 


Club, Tyrone Township, Minnesota River Valley Scenic 


Byway Alliance, and the mayor of Henderson, 


Minnesota.  And again, I won't read the letters, 


everybody here would like to comment, so we'll just 


ask the court reporter to enter them into the 
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record.  


The third item, there is a considerable 


amount of information available to you here, but 


some of it is in error and I would like the record 


to be cleared.  If you go to section 10 of the 


information provided here, or if you go on the 


website, you will find information that is wrong.  


The United States Fish and Wildlife Service in early 


December submitted a letter to the engineering firm 


suggesting their analysis would recommend the 


Le Sueur crossing for the Minnesota River as opposed 


to the alternative site.  


Since that letter has been written, they 


have been down here -- nine people, from both the 


DNR and Fish and Wildlife, have been down here at 


the request of the head of that department to 


reevaluate that situation and to hold in abeyance 


their original decision.  In other words, hang onto 


to your hat, folks, we haven't made a decision yet.  


That isn't what the papers you will read say.  I 


just want you to know that what's in those papers 


just ain't true, they're still making up their mind.  


And that's all I have, Scott can have her 


back.  


MR. EK:  I just want to clarify for 
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Dolores, that the -- just want to make sure that you 


get those comments in, make sure that we get those 


comments before the 30th, certainly, for sure.  And 


I know you talked to me about that, but just to get 


it on the record.  


And the topics -- I forget, though, the 


topics you rattled off that would be looked at and 


have studied, they're in the record.  All of them 


that you mentioned are something that we will be 


studying.  And you're indeed correct, the Fish and 


Wildlife Service contacted me with their request for 


abeyance on that original letter, and it wouldn't be 


reflected in the permit application or any 


documents, it's relatively new.  


And I haven't heard any new news on 


what's going on, but there -- Dolores is correct, 


there was an abeyance letter from the Fish and 


Wildlife Service, just to clarify that.  


And I think I've got all that.  


Yes, sir, if you could state your name 


and spell it, please.  


MR. STRAUB:  My name is Art Straub, 


S-T-R-A-U-B.  Two, two and a half -- 222 and a half 


South Second Street, city of Le Sueur.  I'm also a 


taxpayer in Tyrone Township and in the city of 
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Le Sueur.  


I want to thank every single one of you 


for being here this evening to show the people in 


power how concerned you are.  Thank you for coming 


tonight.  


Once upon a time, there was a guy by the 


name of Jesus and he lived about 2,000 years ago, I 


think.  And this week some Christians, some people, 


remember that time.  And, you remember, he was 


crucified.  And the week when he was walking up to 


the cross, a bunch of woman came along and said -- 


they were weeping over Jesus.  And Jesus said, weep 


not for me, but for your children.  


And that's who I weep for tonight.  I'm 


an old bird, I can go tomorrow and it's okay.  But I 


weep for these little people whose lives and land 


and beauty and all of that is affected by what's 


happening by this particular transmission line. 


Thank you, young man.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, Mr. Straut 


(phonetic), was it?  


MR. STRAUB:  Straub. 


MR. EK:  Straub.  Thank you for your 


comments.  


Additional comments, concerns?  
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Let me run around here.  If you could 


spell and state your name.  


MR. ZIPPEL:  Hello, I am Nolan Zippel, 


N-O-L-A-N, Z-I-P-P-E-L.  


I am 15 years old and I'm a freshman at 


the Minnesota New Country School.  I believe that 


CapX 2020 should be rerouted because of the negative 


effect it will have on wildlife and public health.  


CapX 2020 will destroy local wildlife habitats that 


is home to herons, muskrats, and migrating 


waterfowl, and is the feeding grounds for several 


bald eagles.  


It has been shown that electromagnetic 


fields from these lines mess with animals' natural 


compasses and cause cancer.  How will this affect 


migrating birds?  By building this line, you will be 


destroying the feeding grounds for hundreds of 


animals, as well as the protected bald eagle.  We 


must preserve this land for future generations.  


MR. EK:  I just want to say that's 


fantastic that you're getting involved in the 


project.  I commend you, that's excellent.  


MS. SAVANNAH ZIPPEL:  Hi, my name is 


Savannah Zippel, S-A-V-A-N-N-A-H, Zippel, 


Z-I-P-P-E-L.  I am 13 years old and I go to the 
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Minnesota New Country School.  


I'm here to talk about the Cap 2020 X 


(sic) power line.  Have any of you ever driven by 


Bucks Lake in the wintertime and noticed all the 


mature and immature bald eagles sitting on the ice?  


I know I have, and it's such an amazing sight.  When 


my mom was younger, they didn't have any bald eagles 


because of the pesticides, they are now finally 


making a comeback.  Why do we want stop that with 


the Cap 2020 X power line?  


Bald eagles are only some of the amazing 


wildlife in Henderson.  When my mom drives us to 


school, we always see owls, hawks, and don't forget 


the little black squirrels.  I have to mention the 


2008 Christmas Bird Count in Henderson.  


Sven Sundgaard came down from KARE 11 news to film a 


Simply Science show about the bird count.  So, you 


see, if we lose all our wildlife in town, we are 


also losing a part of our community.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  And again, that's great, 


fantastic.  And just to let you know, those are 


topics that we'll study in depth, especially for the 


areas that are being proposed to cross, just as you 


identified.  And what's kind of neat -- or neat 
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about this, is EISs don't come along all that often, 


so we can -- in an EIS, we can dig really deep into 


some of these subjects that we don't normally -- or 


are not normally able to in smaller documents.  


But thank you for your comment, 


excellent.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state your name 


and spell it.  


MR. MESSERLI:  Allen Messerli, A-L-L-E-N, 


M-E-S-S-E-R-L-I.  


Change the subject a little bit here, I'm 


questioning the proliferation of the right-of-ways.  


It seems like even though I read in the news media 


that there's a growing recognition that 


right-of-ways should be shared, there's resistance 


to that from parties that are submitting 


suggestions.  And it seems like there's an 


opportunity here to share a right-of-way, or 


multiple right-of-ways, especially with railroads or 


highways, and I'll say railroads, specifically.  


It looks, in looking at details in your 


maps, that you're trying to minimize the impact on 


existing homes.  It makes sense, I understand that.  


It was on the list -- number one on the list, I 


think, for impacts.  However, this is a future 
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project and I think it's important to look at the 


future and where homes could be or will be in the 


future.  


I live in the Twin Cities area, even 


though I have land in this area that's impacted.  


And we have power lines near existing residences by 


the thousands and we have new residences and new 


businesses being built right by power lines.  So I 


submit that you could reduce your milage a lot by 


going straight east from Gibbon and following the 


railroad.  


And I also think you should reconsider 


using an existing crossing.  We have some really 


cool technology that originates from a Minnesota 


company that lets you put lots more power over the 


same size poles with new technology lines.  Why 


create a new river crossing if you could use an 


existing one?  


MR. EK:  Good -- very good comment, sir.  


Just to let you know, the rail line idea, 


following the rail line, that has come up more than 


once in the -- especially the Gibbon area, just as 


you suggested.  So that will also be in the 


comments.  


You brought up one other item -- oh, the 
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future development.  Now, this is why we, at the 


Office of Energy Security, want to work with the 


local governments, the counties, the cities, and 


hopefully we hear from, you know, private developers 


as well and receive their comments about future 


development, about, you know, the city's comp plans, 


future plans, what's going on, so we can take a look 


at that in the EIS and determine, you know, the 


impacts that a route would have in those certain 


areas that are marked for future development and so 


forth.  


So yes, that's important that we get the 


word out to the cities and local governments, 


counties, and regional development commissions to 


let us know what their future -- your future 


communities are planning so you can plan around 


that.  


MR. MESSERLI:  People don't want to build 


near railroads any more than they want to build near 


power lines, so it makes sense to share that. 


MR. EK:  Yeah, exactly.  And I'll let 


Craig talk on that, but I know a lot of this project 


they are focussing on sharing road right-of-ways.  


I'm not too certain what the percentage is on 


sharing railroad right-of-ways, so maybe Craig could 
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answer that question.  


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  I guess I neglected 


to talk about some of the criteria that we heard 


about at our open houses and work group meetings.  


But, of course, number one was homes and proximity 


to homes and impacts to occupied homes.  And what we 


heard from people a lot was, do our best to follow 


existing corridors, whether it was roadways, whether 


it was railroads or major highways.  


And if we couldn't follow a roadway or a 


railroad, to try to follow field lines or property 


lines if we had to go cross country away from an 


existing corridor of some other kind.  And we were 


doing our best to not impact agriculture, we've been 


hearing a lot about that.  Of course, people 


don't -- do not want poles in their fields, which is 


kind of why we opted to go with a single-pole 


structure rather than a lattice structure or an 


H-frame, so that we would minimize that impact to 


agriculture.


So we're doing our best.  The railroad 


and Highway 19, we've heard a lot about trying to 


follow that.  The unfortunate thing about following 


railroads and highways is that's where all the towns 


are.  And we made a conscious decision to not go 
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through urban areas, through cities.  So that 


presents us with a problem because that's where the 


cities are, are along the railroads which are along 


the highways.  


But that is a good comment that we've 


heard from others as well, and I'm sure that that's 


something that the Office of Energy Security's going 


to be looking at.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question, 


sir?  


MR. MESSERLI:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.


MR. FAHEY:  My name is Kevin Fahey, I 


live at 30286 C. Highway 25.  


Last summer they ran a pipeline north of 


my house, which I wasn't too happy about.  And now, 


I might get a power line on the south side of my 


house and I'm not real happy about that.  There's no 


beauty in a power line and the value of the land's 


going to go down.  Who's going to buy my place with 


all this stuff around?  I wouldn't want it, would 


you? 


MR. POORKER:  Well, I think that's why 


people are here.  I think that's why people are 


here, is because they probably do not want a power 
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line by their house.  And so that's -- no matter 


what answer I give, it wouldn't be the right one.  


And I understand that, when it comes to land values, 


we do have to acquire easements for this project.  


And those easements -- we do have to make an 


easement payment for any property that we cross.  


And we have to -- our payments are based 


on land values, and we also pay for crop damage, if 


we do that, we pay for soil compaction, impacts to 


your property values, we have to pay for all of 


that.  So it's a significant discussion that we have 


with any property owner that we do affect.  


MR. EK:  Just to add to that, that topic 


of property values and how this would affect 


property values has also come up many, many times in 


this past week at many of the public meetings.  And 


so it sounds to me it's like something we will -- 


well, it is something we will be focussing on a lot 


more than, you know, we have been in the past for 


items like this.  


I can't give you an answer on property -- 


you know, what happens with property values, and 


that's something that would be looked at in the 


environmental impact statement and addressed there.  


And then you would also have an opportunity to 
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say -- what we put out in that draft EIS is garbage 


or incorrect, you still have that other comment 


period so we can address your comment and hopefully 


give you the right answer -- or the correct answer.  


And at the same time, I suggest you 


submit -- we have the folks back there that will 


print out a map.  You can suggest an alternative for 


where you might want this line to go instead of 


going on your property.  If we don't receive that, 


we're not going to know.  Actually, you did give 


your address and so forth, so we will know.  But I 


would encourage you to go ahead and submit a map as 


well. 


Does that answer your question, sir?  


MR. FAHEY:  Sure.  


MR. EK:  Yes, sir, just a moment.  If you 


could state and spell your name.  


MR. TRONAU:  Clint Tronau, C-L-I-N-T, 


T-R-O-N-A-U.  I live in Renville County, in Camp 


Township, Sections 20 and 21.  And it overlooks the 


river bottom.  


My grandfather bought the farm in 1933 


and he put a spring in on the bottom of the hill for 


everybody to get water at.  This line is proposed to 


go within 150 feet or so of that, I don't know if it 
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will affect the water quality or not.  But our 


family has also spent money on a chain-link fence, 


that's so we can overlook from our farm site down 


into the river bottom, and also on drainage down in 


the river bottom land that we own.  


There is an old bridge that crosses right 


below our place, and the counties have said that 


they will not replace it when it deteriorates.  I 


think that this area is on its way to becoming more 


natural, and I'm really disappointed to hear that 


I'd be looking over my chain-link fence at a big 


power line.  


And I'm sure we've all heard the term 


NIMBY, not in my backyard.  I do have a power line 


already in my backyard that was put in '56, and now 


they want to put one in on my side yard.  I've 


looked at the alternative route where they cross the 


river and I think it would be better there.  


That's about all I have to say.  Thank 


you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment, sir.  


I just wanted to just clarify, that 


was -- you talked about the crossing, that's County 


Road 8, is that -- 


MR. TRONAU:  3. 
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MR. EK:  3, the big yellow section there 


down at the bottom, am I thinking of the right area 


where they're going to take out that bridge 


eventually, it's underwater right now?  


MR. TRONAU:  Yeah, it's underwater.  


MR. EK:  Is that -- okay.  Okay.  I just 


wanted to clarify, we've looked at that, and we 


received, from one of the local governments similar 


information about the future of that bridge that 


crosses there.  But it sounds like you did a very 


nice job getting your comments in the record, so 


we'll definitely take a look at that.  Thank you.  


Additional comments?  


MR. KOTASEK:  Hi, Paul Kotasek, 


K-O-T-A-S-E-K, Tyrone Township.  


And I was just curious, is this a 


single-circuit or a double-circuit structure, and if 


it will be used for future corridor -- for bringing 


different lines on these poles -- on the structure?  


And the effect the magnetic field will be on this 


345- to 1,000-volt (sic) line, such as on -- the 


effect on people in the area, pacemakers and medical 


devices if people live really close to these lines.  


And why does it have to go through such a 


populated area with all these residents?  
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MR. EK:  I'll address the electric and 


magnetic fields.  You know, we've done plenty of 


EAs, EISs.  We've looked at that, different sized 


line, 115, 69s, 345s, there's research, of course, 


as you know -- and I know I'm not going to convince 


anybody, but we do look at both sides of it.  And 


they say there -- the correlation is very small when 


it comes to cancer risk.  


But -- and in that same breath, because 


it is small and it has not been defined, we continue 


to look at new research that comes out.  I mean, 


we're talking sometimes the research that's been 


looked at is 30 years old.  So what is kind of great 


about this environmental impact statement is we have 


an opportunity to look at the new data, new 


findings, new literature, new everything when it 


comes to EMF.  We will look at -- we do look at the 


impacts on pacemakers.  


We had a gentleman at another meeting, I 


don't know what the device does, but it's a vagus 


nerve stimulator for a disease his son has, which is 


something new I had never heard of.  It's something 


we'll certainly be looking at.  


The electric and magnetic fields, as 


it -- as it could impact radio signals, televisions 
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signals, GPS units, has come up for the tractors -- 


or the farmers, the combines, how they do the GPS.  


We're going to look at that as well when it comes to 


EMF.  So, you know, I can't tell you, you know, 


there is not EMF, but I can tell you the risk, thus 


far in literature, is known to be little.  And I 


know there's both -- there's two sides to it.  


However, this is a great opportunity for the state 


to take another look at that information and update 


that information with regards to this project.  


I'll let Craig answer the double-circuit 


question you had and the corridor question.  


MR. POORKER:  Thanks.  The portion from 


Lyon County substation, just east of Marshall to 


just east of here, either in Helena Township or 


Derrynane Township, where we're looking for a 


substation site in that area, depending on if we get 


told to take the preferred or alternate route, that 


portion is going to be -- we have proposed to be 


double-circuit.  And that -- again, that's from Lyon 


County substation to the Helena area, Helena 


Township area.  


The rest of it we had proposed to be 


single-circuit, but through the certificate of need 


process, there were some intervenors that said that 
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perhaps we should build this a double-circuit as 


well, the remainder from Lyon County west to 


Brookings County and also from Helena east to 


Hampton.  They said perhaps we should think about 


building that double-circuit because of all the new 


wind generation that's coming on line in, 


especially, southwest Minnesota, South Dakota, and 


southern parts of Minnesota.  


Corridor sharing.  So when we did this 


easement for this transmission line, when we -- 


should this be approved, we have to get easements, 


and the easement that we acquire is for this 


transmission line only and that's it.  The rights 


that we acquire from a landowner would be the right 


to build it, maintain it, and to operate it, and 


that's it.  


It's still private property and nobody 


else can do anything with that.  They can't put a 


bike trail on it, they can't bury a telephone or 


cable line in it, unless they get an easement from 


you.  So that's the only thing our easement allows, 


is for this transmission line only.  


Does that answer your question?  


MR. KOTASEK:  Can you explain what the 


difference between a single and double is?  
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MR. POORKER:  A single- and 


double-circuit?  


MR. KOTASEK:  (Nods head.)


MR. POORKER:  A double-circuit line is 


just basically two transmission lines on one pole, 


two sets of transmission lines.  A single-circuit 


would be just one, so with a single-circuit you 


would have three wires plus two shield wires.  And 


with a double-circuit, you'll have six wires, three 


on each side, and then two shield wires on top of 


that for lightning protection.  


MR. EK:  Does that answer your question?  


MR. KOTASEK:  (Nods head.) 


MR. EK:  Yes, sir, if you could state 


your name and spell it, please.  


MR. REINHARDT:  I'm Roger Reinhardt from 


Nessel Township, R-E-I-N-H-A-R-D-T, Reinhardt.


I'm concerned about -- I live fairly 


close to that line that's going to be there and I 


farm the land along the side of it.  What about a 


pacemaker?  Would a pacemaker not work decent?  


They've got to work good or not at all, you can't be 


just about, maybe not quite working, but they've got 


to be working -- work or not at all.


MR. EK:  Very good question, and you're 
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very right.  I can say we've looked at that and, you 


know, off the top of my head, I know it depends on, 


you know, whether it's an older unit or a newer unit 


and there's different aspects.  We do look at that, 


it's come up a couple times throughout the meetings 


and we'll look at how EMF, or electric and magnetic 


fields, would impact a pacemaker.  We've pulled 


documents from Medtronic and Guidant and so forth to 


get more information on the potential impacts -- 


on what they would have a pacemaker.  


I can't -- to be honest with you, I can't 


answer right off the top of my head exactly what a 


line would do, that's what the EIS -- yeah, that's 


what the EIS will look into.  What we've found in 


the past, the newer models, no, there is no impact 


to pacemakers.  I forgot the term, but I know some 


of the older models, there may be some problems.  I 


can't go into specifics or details because I don't 


know them.  But I do know the newer models that 


they've been designing are not impacted by the EMF 


from a transmission line.  However, that's a -- we 


do study that and we'll study it in depth.  


And I apologize I can't answer that 


question completely for you tonight.  


Yes, ma'am.  
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MS. LEHMAN:  Hi, I'm Renee Lehman, 


L-E-H-M-A-N.  I live on 314 Doppy Lane.  


Our backyard abuts to 169 and our home 


will probably be less than 200 feet away from this.  


What's the noise effect and the stray voltage to my 


family and our health?  And I have horses and how is 


that going to affect, you know, our situation of 


being that close to the power line?  


MR. EK:  I'm sorry.  How many feet away?  


MS. LEHMAN:  Well, they said it's 


probably less than 200 feet, 300 feet. 


MR. EK:  200 feet.  Well, noise from 


transmission lines is minimal.  You can usually 


never hear it.  When you can hear it the most is 


when you have a light mist or a fog in the air, 


that's when you can hear that crackle.


MS. LEHMAN:  But you can hear it.


MR. EK:  Right.  And -- but when -- I 


guess when it's raining the hardest, that's when you 


would hear the most crackle.  However, the rain 


drowns out that crackle so you can't hear the 


crackling.  


And what it's called is the corona 


effect, and what that is is there could be problems 


with the line, oxidation and so forth.  And so when 
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the moisture -- it's a moisture problem and that's 


when you hear the noise on conductors, on the 


transformers, and so forth.  


But studies we've done, it's well below 


state noise levels -- any transmission line is well 


below state required noise levels.  And at 


200 feet -- I guess I don't have the figure off the 


top of my head, but I would suspect no, it wouldn't 


be a noise problem.  


And I forget your second question.  


MS. LEHMAN:  The health issues and then 


the stray voltage with animals, you know, I have 


horses and stuff.  And just being that close to 


them, you know, if they expand.  Just our concerns 


about -- you know, that's -- our backyard's there, 


we have a fence that overlooks 169, and now this big 


tower that's going to be right there, are we not 


going to be able to enjoy that anymore because it's 


that close to the power line?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  So one, it's an 


aesthetics issue for you and you did provide your -- 


well, yeah, you don't want to look at it, of course.


MS. LEHMAN:  Yeah.


MR. EK:  The EMF I just addressed and, 


you know, once -- electric and magnetic fields, the 
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further you get away -- they're the strongest when 


you're right below and underneath the lines.  And 


these lines are going to be 40 or 50 -- hanging 40 


to 50 feet above, they're strongest.  And as you 


move away, they weaken.  So I believe at 200 feet 


they get very, very weak.  


Minnesota has -- its guidance, the PUC, 


for electric fields is eight kilovolts per meter.  I 


can't say at 200 feet -- I believe at 200 feet it 


would be less than that.  Magnetic fields, Minnesota 


does not have any guidance or rule on what it should 


be.  But we do analyze that in the EIS and we will 


take a look at that with respect to proximity to 


homes.  


And you bring up the issue of stray 


voltage, that's also come up a lot when we were out 


in the western portion of the state because we have 


a lot of farmers out there, cattle farmers and so 


forth.  And that comes down to a grounding issue a 


lot of times, to make sure it's properly -- the 


transmission line's properly grounded, or items on 


your property are properly grounded so there isn't 


that induced voltage.  


And in our permit it is -- pretty much 


every permit that's put out specifies that the power 
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company or applicant, whoever it may be, is required 


to come out and fix that stray voltage problem if 


one exists.  And that's also a subject that we take 


a look at in the EIS.  


Yes.  


MS. HAGEN:  Dolores Hagen, D-O-L-O-R-E-S, 


Hagen, H-A-G-E-N.  This time for Henderson Feathers.  


Several people have come up to me in the 


last ten minutes asking me to stress something I 


neglected to talk about and that's the scenic byway 


and the tourism aspect of what Henderson is about to 


enter into this coming year.  It has been for two 


years and hopes to continue, which is a serious 


tourism effort on behalf the scenic byway and the 


tourism of the valley that we sit in about to be 


intersected by a power line.  


The major nature of this entire effort is 


Bucks Lake, and as you know, the preferred route 


sits right on top of Bucks Lake, right through the 


middle of it.  The heron rookeries would be gone, 


the eagle alert would be gone, we would no longer be 


able to invite people to stand under a power line.  


EPA will tell you pregnant women, don't 


even drive under one.  It would no longer be a 


tourism attraction, it couldn't be.  We could no 
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longer take children down there for Nature 


Neighbors, it's our education program that we run 


out of Henderson.  It would be a tragedy to lose 


those things.  


I just want you to know that we think 


there is another place to cross the Minnesota River 


other than the Le Sueur crossing.  You've got one on 


the books, consider that one.  


MR. EK:  Dolores, I suspect we'll be 


hearing from DNR and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


when it comes to the scenic byways and the areas you 


mentioned.  


And also, all of you here, by all means, 


suggest an alternative to the river crossing Dolores 


is mentioning, it just helps to know.  The more 


comment letters we get, the more important we know, 


you know, that subject, that area, that alternative 


is to the folks in this community or communities 


that we've already seen.  


I'm trying to get around the room here.  


Yes, sir, if you could state your name and spell it, 


please.  


MR. RUHLAND:  Steve Ruhland, S-T-E-V-E 


R-U-H-L-A-N-D.  


East of here a little bit, Derrynane 
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Township, you're paralleling an existing 345 volt 


(sic) line for three miles.  The new line would be 


less than a mile away from it the whole way, why can 


you not follow the existing line?  


And another thing, this line is being 


sold to the public as bringing wind energy.  Well, a 


North Dakota State study says it's effective 20 to 


30 percent of the time.  Wind doesn't blow at night, 


usually.  What power's running through it the rest 


of the time?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  You bring up the need 


issue on the wind, I'll let Craig address the 


double-circuiting issue.  But you bring up a need 


issue, and I should point out that there is another 


docket for this project and it focuses on the need 


of this transmission line.  What we're here tonight 


doing is looking at routing on -- if the project's 


needed, where the route would go.  


I believe on the 15th and 16th -- 


April 15 and 16, the Public Utilities Commission 


will be taking oral arguments on the 15th and 


deliberating on the 16th on whether this project is 


indeed needed.  If they decide it's not needed, this 


routing process no longer goes forward, it's done.  


If it's needed, then we continue with the process.  
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And need is part of that -- the wind energy, you 


say.  Power lines, they don't segregate, they don't 


distinguish between different types of energy.  


MR. RUHLAND:  What I'm saying is, it 


sounds better to the public to say, oh, this will be 


clean energy when it's not going to be only clean 


energy.  Every article ever written about it says 


it's for wind energy. 


MR. EK:  You're correct, it is for wind 


energy, and that is one of the main components.  If 


you go under the need part of the project, wind 


energy is one of the main components.  And it's to 


grab the wind energy -- and I'm not part of the need 


process, I'm just going off of the e-mails and stuff 


I read, but it's to grab that energy on the Buffalo 


Ridge, which is in southwest Minnesota.  There's a 


lot of wind turbines coming on line, and from my 


understanding, they need a transmission highway to 


get that energy from those centers -- those wind 


centers.  It's a big wind center, from what I 


understand.  


But you are correct, transmission 


lines -- you can't say we're only going to have wind 


on this transmission line and not some other type of 


energy, it's all energy flowing through.  So you're 
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right, when the wind's not blowing, then there is a 


different energy being generated and transmitted 


through the line.  


Let me have Craig answer the 


double-circuit issue you were referring to.  


MR. POORKER:  Mr. Ruhland, I think you're 


referring to the 345 kV line that's out there, 


that's the one that kind of runs northwest and 


southwest, right, on the big lattice structure, or 


H-frame structures, I think, also.  


And the Minnesota rules tell us that we 


do have to look at existing corridors, whether 


they're roadways or even transmission lines.  And 


that one we elected to not follow because of the 


diagonal situation that that runs through and it 


runs through a lot of open fields and that was 


something we tried to avoid as much as we could.  


And as far as other existing transmission 


lines, whether they're 69 kV or 115 kV, which is 


more prevalent out there and there are quite a few 


of those.  Because this line is going to be a 


double-circuit -- or built to double-circuit, we 


think -- it makes it difficult to hang a third line 


on there, or to make it a triple circuit.  It just 


would be a mammoth structure, there just isn't 
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enough room for all that.  


It also creates a safety and maintenance 


hazard for anybody that's working on those 


transmission lines because of having three sets of 


transmission lines possibly energizing each other.  


They would have to shut the whole system down in 


order to work on one set of lines.  So that's the 


reason that we do not often follow existing lines.  


However, crossing the Minnesota River, 


that is something that we do have to look at.  And 


Fish and Wildlife Service and the DNR have told us 


that they are -- they do not want a brand new 


crossing across the river if we can help it.  And 


so -- in fact, that's the -- the Belle Plaine 


crossing does cross where there's a 69 kV line and 


if that one is selected, we probably would 


triple-circuit that one for a short distance before 


they break off again.  


MR. EK:  I just want to make sure your 


questions were answered.


MR. RUHLAND:  I guess what I'm getting 


from that is that the wildlife is probably more 


important than the people, correct?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure what that's 


directed at, but when we cross the Minnesota River, 
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it's because the Fish and Wildlife Service wants us 


to cross where there is existing transmission line 


because they don't want to disturb any more habitat 


than is necessary.  That's why we do have to look 


for other crossings of the Minnesota River where 


there's already some kind of disturbance.  So is 


wildlife more important than people?  I would say 


not.  


MR. EK:  I'll get over there in a moment, 


sir.  Just, if you could state your name.  


MR. GENELIN:  My name is Greg Genelin, 


G-E-N-E-L-I-N.  


It's probably been answered in an 


indirect way, but would cellphones be affected?  I'm 


sure they would somewhat, and you're going right by 


a big tower up there on top of the bluffs.  And not 


counting all the other people that have bad 


reception already, we're having to feed to some of 


cell sites, isn't that going to jam a lot worse?  


And we've already got bad -- you can't get reception 


in Henderson, hardly.  I mean, to me it's going to 


affect the cell site -- you know, that cell site, 


also.  Unless you can prove it don't, I imagine it 


would. 


MR. EK:  I can say in the past studies 
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we've done, it doesn't.  It's not the -- it's not 


the electric lines that affect your cell phone, it's 


more of the tower placement.  I mean, I live in the 


Cities, I come -- I'm driving through there and I 


have plenty of dropout areas.  And there's plenty of 


power lines running everywhere, it's a matter of 


towers, your service provider.  


We've looked at that, that was one of the 


subjects I had up there and it's a subject that 


we'll continue to look at.  But from past studies 


we've done, we haven't found that to be an impact, 


if that answers your question.


MR. GENELIN:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  I feel like a talk 


show host.  If you could state your name and spell 


it, please, sir.  


MR. MAY:  John May, J-O-H-N, M-A-Y.  


Twenty-nine -- 28097 320th Street.  


I'm kind of questioning the route 


selection in my area of the township, Tyrone, this 


side of the river.  I can look a couple miles to the 


east and a couple miles to the west and I see, like, 


12, 14, 16 houses 100 feet from the right-of-way, 


which puts them 150 feet (sic) from the power line.  


And I guess -- and then you go a little further and 
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there's probably another half a dozen that are 


within a couple hundred feet from the road.  And we 


follow roads and people build along roads, so I 


don't -- it doesn't make much sense.  


And then another observation, you know, 


when he got talking about cancer and the book's 


still open and whatever, and I guess my observation 


of the thing would be, if they do put this power 


line down 320th Street, we're the guinea pigs for 


the cancer research, I guess.  


MR. EK:  Just to answer your question -- 


I'm glad you got your address on there and so forth, 


and so that's an area that we can -- we have on 


record, we can be sure to look at.  


However, I suggest that you go and either 


print out a map or submit a comment tonight or 


through, you know, the methods I explained earlier 


to let us know if there's a different route or we 


should jumps sides of the road and so on and so 


forth.  And maybe talk to your neighbors as well, 


you mentioned there were quite a few other folks in 


the area and that would be good information for me 


to have so we can take a look at that.  


Other questions?  You, yes, ma'am.  


MS. GILL:  Jeanne Gill, last name, 
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G-I-L-L.  


I just had a question about the property 


values, he was saying that, you know, people could 


maybe be reimbursed, I don't know how that works.  


So, you know, this power line goes through this 


property and now it's going to devalue their 


property.  But what about, like, say, for me, the 


proposed route -- I mean, I'm -- it's not through my 


property, but the right-of-way is at the edge of my 


property, that's still going to affect my property 


values.  I mean, how am I going to be reimbursed for 


that?  Because obviously nobody's going to want to 


buy my place and look out, you know, the window and 


see a power line.  


MR. EK:  That's a question Craig will 


need to answer, the state doesn't get into the whole 


reimbursement process and so forth and the easement 


process, but Craig can answer that. 


MR. POORKER:  Unfortunately, there's not 


a good answer for that one.  We do have to -- but 


it's an aesthetic situation and that's what this 


meeting -- you need to get that comment in because 


aesthetics are one of the criteria that we look at 


when we're routing a transmission line, amongst 


everything else.  So that is an issue for landowners 
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and I understand that.  


But unfortunately, under -- and maybe 


this will change some day, proximity to homes, if 


it's -- it could be close to a home, but the 


right-of-way doesn't -- isn't on your property, 


that's an issue and one that we wrestle with.  So I 


don't know what a good answer is, but then again, 


through the state process, maybe -- maybe through 


the EIS or when we get a route permit, it could be 


addressed in there as well.


MS. GILL:  If it doesn't have to do with, 


like, you or whatever, who -- you know, if it 


doesn't have anything to do with you and whatever, 


how -- I mean, I don't understand why I should have 


to take the extra effort to now figure out what I'm 


going to do because my property value is going down.  


Taxes aren't going to go down, my value's going to 


go down.  And I don't feel that I should have to 


make this extra effort to contact the state and all 


this kind of stuff.  Why should I have to do that, 


you know, just because I have to fight tooth and 


nail just to get my property value up?  


MR. POORKER:  Again, I don't know what a 


good answer is.  I think it's -- this is a 


convenient time for you to make that comment on 
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aesthetic value and property value, this is a good 


time to be doing it. 


MR. EK:  May I add, you do have -- just 


because it is not on your property, or if it's on 


the adjacent property, you still have the 


opportunity to suggest an alternative to that route.  


And I'm suspecting we're going to have many, many 


alternatives and I'm wondering how we're going to 


put them all together, but that's part of this 


process.  


And that would be one way for you to get 


a comment in and say there's a better way to place 


this line instead of this location.  And my house -- 


the visual impacts, aesthetics have become more 


important as we've been permitting transmission 


lines and looking at applications, you know, in 


Minnesota.  So it's something that's really become 


important, as well as proximity to homes has come up 


many times.  


Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.


MR. SCHNEIDER:  My name is John Schneider 


and I live up in the Country View Addition up by 


where Scott's Helicopter Service was or the state 


wayside rest is.  


I have not seen, you know, where it's 
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going to cross there.  They're talking in the paper, 


it was about -- only talking about the sewage ponds, 


well, we're up from that.  There's probably, I'm 


guessing, 40 units up in that area.  We don't know 


where it's coming across, I've never seen anything 


definitive enough to -- but I'm a property owner, 


that's why I'm here.  Sorry for being late.  


The other thing is, what about 


underground, has that been brought up?  Like I said, 


I'm sorry for being late. 


MR. EK:  Underground's been brought up.  


I'm not familiar offhand with the -- are you -- 


Craig, do you know the area?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, the area of Scott's 


Helicopter, I believe, is up 169, up at the top of 


the hill, near the airport, is it?  


MR. SCHNEIDER:  The Green Giant sign -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yup.


MR. SCHNEIDER:  -- is about a quarter 


mile from it.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Okay.


MR. SCHNEIDER:  169 comes up and goes up 


the hill. 


MR. POORKER:  Yup.  This area is one that 


we've heard from several people, people up on Doppy 
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Lane, up at the top of the hill when we get east of 


Le Sueur, and this is one that we really wrestle 


with.  Our route right there is a little bit wider 


than 1,000 feet because we don't have a good idea 


exactly where we can cross there.  We're hoping that 


maybe from this process we can get a better idea of 


where we can get up 169 or by the wayside rest or 


somewhere up that way to get to Helena or Derrynane 


Township.  So that is one that we're struggling 


with.  


MR. GENELIN:  I don't know if people know 


that or not -- if you've got concerns, like my 


address, people back there are printing out the 


exact location of that thing, then there's no 


argument.  And then if you want to complain about 


it, you just fill out the paperwork on the back and 


send it back. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Actually, you're right.  


And even more so, the idea was to have that map on 


the front so people could actually draw in that 


alternative route to where they'd like to see it go.  


So that gives us an even better idea of, you know, 


where you might like to see it go.  


MR. GENELIN:  I'm Greg Genelin, I talked 


a little bit ago.  I live at 32487 316th Street and 
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yeah, I will be looking at it, I'm in the 


right-of-way.


MR. SCHNEIDER:  Yeah.  It's right here 


where it's proposed, there's -- here's where the 


housing unit is (indicating), that is close.  


And as you mentioned, his sister lives 


right across the street from me.  But this is what I 


had not ever seen, you know. 


MR. GENELIN:  One of the major property 


owners -- or developers here, this was going to be a 


housing development area that kind of fell through, 


that big vacant field there was all going to be 


developed.  And in fact, it was in the process of 


being developed, they put in a new sewer and 


everything, that's going to be a whole potential -- 


I know Mr. Lull (phonetic) doesn't want 


to build it no more, do you?  He couldn't sell a lot 


there if your life depended on it.  That was a 


housing development and now you're going to have a 


power line on top of the bad economy.  So -- 


MR. EK:  And then you did bring up the 


subject of undergrounding, undergrounding can be 


done with certain size lines.  This is a 


345-kilovolt line, it's a rather large line.  


Technology out there today kind of prohibits 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


42


undergrounding lines of this size primarily because 


of the heat they generate.  It creates construction 


problems.  One, you're going to have construction 


undergrounding the line.  Two, it's just the 


technology to keep those lines cool.  And there is a 


financial cost, it is very expensive to underground 


these lines.  


At the same time, should there be -- 


should there be a problem in the line, should 


something happen, it's much more difficult to find 


the problem in an underground line than it is on an 


above line.  So if there are problems and power goes 


out, there's going to be, one, a hard time finding 


where that problem is.  Two, additional construction 


to dig up that line, may it be in a road, road 


right-of-way, whatnot, so -- to fix that problem.  


So at this point, it's really a 


prohibitive-type thing, technology has not caught up 


to that idea yet, to underground lines, especially 


of this size.  There are -- you know, they do 


underground your distribution lines and so forth, 


but when you get to these higher voltages, it's just 


prohibitive.  


And I think -- I don't know if Craig 


wants to add to the undergrounding issue, or did 
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I -- 


MR. POORKER:  (Shakes head.)


MR. EK:  Okay.  


MR. SCHNEIDER:  How big is -- how big 


would the line be?  I caught one about that big 


around (indicating) in Waseca probably 40 years ago, 


I ran into it with a dozer.  


But your ground temperature is probably 


at 40 degrees, so I don't see where temperature 


would be that big of a factor, you know, if you're 


down there six feet -- and at least six feet. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  No.  And I'm no 


electrical engineer and I wasn't talking about the 


size diameter of the line, I'm talking about 


voltages -- the kilovolts.  The higher the 


kilovolts, the hotter the line.  


And I guess I can't answer your question 


on whether you go down far and it's colder.  I do 


know that -- you know, say a 115-kilovolt line, 


they're encasing those in concrete with -- 


liquid-filled concrete to keep them cool.  And 


that's a 115, so we're talking about a 345 here in 


this case, which would be much hotter.  And so 


that's the problem that they have when trying to 


underground -- underbuild -- underground a line of 
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this size.  So -- 


Comments?  


I think this gentleman had his hand up 


right here, actually.  If you could spell, state 


your name.  


MR. PLONSKE:  Greg Plonske, 


P-L-O-N-S-K-E.  


There's nothing really -- that really 


scares me, but I am concerned about the health.  You 


know, he was saying 30 years ago they had studies.  


Well, 30 years ago cigarettes weren't as dangerous.  


I learned to respect electricity and standing in a 


stock train when I was this big (indicating) with a 


flailing minnow that my father used to go fishing 


all the time with, I held it onto an electric fence 


while I was standing in the water, it woke me up.  


And like I said, I'm not afraid, but the 


health issues -- you know, I'm concerned.  And 


we're, you know -- a lot of, you know, people are 


concerned about animals.  I am an animal lover, to 


the contrary of what I just said.  I'm just 


concerned.  I'm 50 years old and this concerns me, 


being that close to a power line.  You know, I don't 


need a -- like John was saying, you know, you look 


down to the east and to the west, I mean, they're 
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not long driveways anymore, they're right on the 


road.  And it's just -- the power line's just going 


to be too close.  


And I went on record this way because I 


am not good at going on records other ways.  So -- 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  Again, very 


good comment, and all I can say is -- reiterate that 


this is our opportunity, here at the State of 


Minnesota, to again take a look at that data and 


enrich it, go through it again, get the new data.  I 


don't have answers for you, you know -- you know, 


proximity to homes and so on and so forth.  


And I understand your concern and it's a 


valid concern.  All I can say is, I'm glad for this 


opportunity to take a stronger look at this EMF 


issue, and you're not the -- this has come up quite 


a bit.  So it is going to be a big issue and a 


strong issue that we will be taking a look at when 


considering routing this line.  


MR. PLONSKE:  Well, I have no other 


thoughts on where it should go, that's not my 


expertise, you know.  It's just -- I guess the 


expertise that I have is maybe our farm and the 


farms close to me.  Like I said, I'm an animal 


lover.  I don't think that we should be -- you know, 
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we're on the same boat here, we're both concerned 


about the same issue and I don't think it should be 


an animal/human deal.  But I know everybody has 


their concerns and I understand their thoughts, too.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Good comment, sir.  


Yes, sir, if you could spell and state 


your name.


MR. FOX:  I'm Jim Fox, J-I-M, F-O-X.  We 


live on 420 Doppy, and it's right next to the 


highway there.


In the proposed line that you have, it's 


going right through our property, right through the 


woods of our property.  You asked about an 


alternative route, there is no alternative route up 


in that area.  Your highway's on one side and you've 


got all the houses on the other side, so there is no 


alternative route. 


MR. EK:  There is, however, the 


alternative route to that preferred route.  


MR. FOX:  Yeah, that's correct. 


MR. EK:  Correct.  So you know, I don't 


know where you stand, of course, you don't want the 


line, I'm sure.  But a comment that you might have 


is, well, then I would prefer the alternative route 


over the preferred and that would be a valid comment 
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that we -- we take those -- have already received 


quite a few of those comments for areas along the 


western portion of the state.  


MR. FOX:  You asked on the map, here, 


several other people to draw in an alternative route 


if you don't want it in your property.  Well, this 


section here (indicating), there is no other area to 


put it. 


MR. EK:  And just to let you know, you're 


not limited to that yellow area, you do know that 


you can have them zoom out on that map.  That yellow 


area is just the route width, that's just what's 


being proposed.  You can go well outside that yellow 


area and down a different road, or well north of 


that area down into -- you don't need -- you're not 


limited to that yellow shaded area by any means when 


you suggest an alternative.  


That goes for everyone, even on the blue 


alternative route.  So I understand what you're 


saying, you feel like it's kind of landlocked there, 


but you're not limited to go -- have it sweep down 


further, sweep up north, however you might see 


it better suit your needs.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name.  
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MR. TUREK:  Terry Turek, T-U-R-E-K.  It's 


34085 316th Street.


And if I'm hearing correctly, most people 


either don't want it at all or they'd rather see the 


alternative site.  And I'm just wondering, kind of 


like -- it's sort of like a win/lose situation, so 


it's twofold.  How often do these applications get 


denied so that means there would be no power line?  


Or if you have the facts as far as how often is the 


alternative route used rather than the preferred one 


when you do these alternative and preferred routes?  


Do you have numbers to back up how many 


times they're denied in the first place, and number 


two, how many times is the alternative site used 


rather than the preferred one?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, that's a very good 


question.  And to be honest with you, no, I don't 


have the numbers on whether a route's needed or 


whether a route's not needed.  I don't know, there's 


so many that go through.  And to honest with you, 


I'm relatively new so I can't look back at the 


history of -- 


MR. FOX:  What about him?


MR. EK:  Well, he's the Applicant, we're 


the state, we're the ones who look at the 
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applications and -- 


MR. FOX:  Do they always get approved?  


In other words, are they rubber stamped right -- 


what I'm trying to get at, are they always approved, 


do they always get what they want, so to speak?  Or 


is there -- I mean, is this worth it to question 


should a power line even be put through?  


MR. EK:  That's very important and I 


stated that over and over, the public comments that 


are received are very important.  I can give you an 


example of a project I just did up north in the 


Brainerd/Baxter area.  There was an outpouring of 


comments about folks that didn't want the line going 


up a certain county road where they live that was 


proposed by an applicant.  Because of the public 


outpouring, because of the good, effective comment 


writing, they were able to suggest an alternative 


route that wasn't even in the application that 


suited their needs.  


And because they wrote so many comments, 


wrote them well, the facts backed things up, the 


Public Utilities Commission took that into 


consideration and did, indeed, change that route.  


And this was three, four weeks ago, so public 


comments are very important and they will -- they 
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will have an impact on what you see today.  


And there are many times where the -- 


what you see in the application -- the routes you 


see in the application look nothing like what the 


actual final route would be permitted as.  


I can't give you percentages.  I mean, 


that's really tough for me to throw those out right 


now, but they do change and they do change because 


of public comment.  I can tell you that, that that 


is a fact.  


Yes, sir -- I mean, yes, ma'am.  


MS. LATZKE:  I'm Marlyes Latzke, 31568 


411 (sic), Le Sueur, Minnesota.


And yes, this power line does impact our 


property because we're farmers and there's 


generations of farmers that it's affecting.  Well, 


what I want to know is, you commented tonight, you 


didn't do the impact if they need it (sic), the 


electricity.  Well, this seems kind of funny to put 


our input into this when you don't even know if you 


need the electricity, is what I understood, and it 


might be something different.  


And I think that's unfair to the public, 


to cram it down our throats and then, you as the -- 


putting this electric line in, you stand and sell 
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this electricity and make billions of dollars.  And 


we farm and -- townspeople have these lines going 


past our place, and we really don't have a say.  You 


say, put it on another alternative route.  Well, 


we're not going to have it, but give it to somebody 


else?  That's really being very unchristian, too.  


MR. EK:  Well, first off, I work with the 


state, so we're not building the transmission lines.  


We're looking at the application, reviewing them, 


and ensuring that they're good applications and 


reviewing the environmental part of it.  


When it comes to need, this is very 


common in many, many dockets that go through, where 


the need and the routing piggyback each other.  So 


as I said, yes, the route -- the need has not been 


decided.  


At the same time, this is not uncommon.  


I understand what you're saying, that it's the horse 


coming before the cart kind of situation.  However, 


it's been done in the past many, many times and, as 


I said, in the next week they could decide if it's 


needed, if it's not needed.  If it's not needed, 


this routing ends, there's no need for public 


comment.  


However, it's still important for you to 
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comment, because if they do decide it's needed, then 


your comments are put into this routing process so 


we can ensure that this is done correctly.  


MS. LATZKE:  You also stated that you 


came to all the townships, we happen to be on the 


board and you didn't come to us, and that was Kelso 


Township.  So I know there was a letter sent out to 


the -- not every landowner and I think that's unfair 


to state you came to the township when you didn't. 


MR. EK:  I guess I'm not sure what you're 


referring to.  


MS. LATZKE:  Well, you said you came to a 


specific township and we happen to be in the route 


with a township.  You did not come to our meetings.  


My husband's on the board and I'm on the board, I 


didn't see any of you coming to any of our meetings. 


MR. EK:  Tonight I did not state that, 


the state -- 


MS. LATZKE:  He did.


MR. EK:  Oh, well, okay.  There you go, 


this is the Applicant and they -- this is separate 


from the state's process that we're doing tonight.  


They had their own meetings, and maybe Craig can 


address that. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  As the Applicant, we 
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attended a lot of meetings.  What I meant to say was 


that we did not attend every township, because there 


are, like, 400 townships, I think, in our corridor.  


But we did send a letter to every township saying to 


them that if you want a presentation from us, give 


us a call, send us an e-mail, and we will do that.  


So any township that asked us, we were there.  


We did, however, attend a lot of township 


officers' association -- county township officers 


associations, and we covered a lot of them that way.  


But if anybody has ever asked us to give a 


presentation to any civic organization, a township, 


a city, a county, we were there to give a 


presentation.  


MR. EK:  Yes, ma'am.


MS. REINHARDT:  Vicki Reinhardt, 


V-I-C-K-I, R-E-I-N-H-A-R-D-T.  


You commented about how many people are 


here tonight.  I look around this room and I see 


friends and family and relatives.  All I can say for 


all of us is, we don't want this here.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  And all I can say, 


comment noted.  Thank you very much.  


Yes, ma'am.  


MS. DEBRA ZIPPEL:  My name is 
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Debra Zippel, Z-I-P-P-E-L.  32365 316th Street, Sand 


Prairie.  I also I want to make a couple comments.  


I appreciate this democratic process, but 


the reason we came to this lovely community was 


through eminent domain, where I sat through several 


meetings of promises by government and the band I 


got -- you know, you've got one year and you're out.  


But my positive comment is, even though 


I'm worried about aesthetics, I'm worried about 


property value because it is near my house.  I want 


people to take a look at the town of Henderson.  I 


am so privileged to be a citizen of Henderson and 


have my children raised here.  


I cannot believe the level of education 


that people have given me, the amount of caring, the 


amount of involvement in their community, the amount 


of farmers -- the way they respect the habitat.  The 


grassroots program, the Ney Center was brought by -- 


by citizens, not by government, not by tax money.  


Friends of Rush River, again, grassroots.  


Bucks Lake -- if you look at this town 


and if you went to different towns, you can see that 


these small towns are dying.  Henderson is unique, 


Henderson took its assets and built itself up.  And 


part of that is the tourism, and they've spent a 
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long -- a long and hard time trying to do this and 


with one fell swoop, you can destroy that.  And in 


these economic times, when Mr. Obama, our president, 


stands up there and says, we need people to get 


involved, we need people at grassroots.  This town 


has done that and I really want the government to 


take a look at this.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  That's a wonderful 


comment.  As I said, it is -- it is the biggest 


meeting we've had and it's wonderful.  Thank you for 


your comment.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. HERRMANN:  My name is Tom Herrmann, 


H-E-R-R-M-A-N-N.  I live at 23485 Stoppelmann 


Boulevard, which is located on the alternative 


route, which is in direct line of the Minnesota 


River crossing and Blakely Township.  


If -- from what I gathered here, most of 


you people here are down here to save the eagles and 


all the birds and stuff.  If we get that done, my 


wife Shirley and I live in direct line, I guess you 


would say.  I guess one of my questions are, do you 


erect these power lines right over the top of the 


house?  And from what I've gathered from everything 
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here, that's where it's going.  


My next question is, I don't care about 


the value of my property, are you going to buy my 


property, because I will not live underneath a power 


line?  


And I would like it on the record that 


I'm opposed to this.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


Craig. 


MR. POORKER:  All right.  Thanks for your 


question.  We are not going directly over anybody's 


house and that's why we have a 1,000-foot route 


corridor right now.  That's why we proposed that, so 


that we do have flexibility and we do have room to 


jump a road if we have to.  We are not going to have 


any homes within our right-of-way.  


The question on will we buy you out?  


Minnesota statute does allow that, it's called Buy 


the Farm and that is a decision that you as a 


landowner can make if you do indeed want to do 


something like that.  And it goes through the 


eminent domain process to acquire that, but that is 


an option for landowners, to buy out the contiguous 


property.  


MR. EK:  I just want to make sure your 
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question was answered.  


MR. HERRMANN:  Yes, it was.  


MR. EK:  Other questions, comments? 


Yes, ma'am.  Just a moment.  


MS. ASLAKSON:  My name's Jean Aslakson, 


A-S-L-A-K-S-O-N.  


We moved out -- we lived in Chaska for 


30 years, we moved out here five years ago.  We live 


within 1,000 feet of the oil pipeline that just came 


through.  Now they want to put this wire -- this 


power line on our property, and I am opposed to it.  


And I am on the alternate route and I just want you 


to know I am opposed to it and I'd appreciate it if 


you'd find another place to put it.  


Thanks.  


MR. EK:  So -- just so I could clarify 


for the record, you're on the alternate route?  


MS. ASLAKSON:  Yup.  


MR. EK:  So you would prefer the 


preferred route or -- 


MS. ASLAKSON:  The preferred route or 


somewhere else. 


MR. EK:  Okay.


MS. ASLAKSON:  We're on the alternate.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We're on the 
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alternate on Highway 25.  On the back of that 


(indicating), we'll fill it out and send it in. 


MR. EK:  Great.  That's what I was just 


going to suggest.  Thank you.  And then we do have 


your comment on record.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. SLATER:  My name is Rodger Slater, 


I'm also on the alternative route and I have the 


pipeline, right across the road from their house.  


So, a couple questions.  First of all, 


I'm vehemently opposed to either alternative.  


Second of all, the easement is 150 feet; is that 


correct?  Why does it to have be 150 feet?  Now, 


according to your maps, the pipeline (sic) -- or the 


power line will run parallel, right along Highway 25 


for half to three-quarters of a mile or more and 


it's going to be running alongside of the pipeline, 


would that be correct?  So I have a 50-foot easement 


for the pipeline plus another 150-foot easement for 


the power line; is that correct?  


MR. EK:  I can't answer that right -- I 


don't know the exact area, I'd have to look on a map 


with you.  


But just to answer your first question, 


the 150-foot easement for the power line, that's a 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


59


safety code standard.  It's kind of a standard for a 


line that size, the National Electric Safety Code.  


And it's due to blowout and so forth and to keep 


trees out of the way and vegetation.  And so, yeah, 


that's pretty standard, 150 feet for a line this 


size, 345 kilovolts.  


With -- to answer your question, is it 


next to the pipeline?  I would have to look at a 


map.  Maybe if you want to meet me after the comment 


and answer period, we can take a look. 


MR. SLATER:  (Nods head.) 


MR. EK:  I could get Craig and we could 


find that out.  


MR. SLATER:  All I want to say is, also, 


that we're very much against it, the alternative 


route. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


Yes, ma'am.


MS. STRAUB:  My name's Janet Straub, 


S-T-R-A-U-B.  I'm from Tyrone Township and my 


address is 29031 320 Street (sic).  


A couple things that I want to say that 


I've kind of thought about while we were doing this, 


we have the people from the alternate route, we have 


the preferred route people.  It's sort of like we're 
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fighting back and forth, and I don't think that we 


should have to do that.  I do agree with the woman 


back there, just because it's been done like this 


all the time where they do both of them together, it 


seems it creates a lot of stress, dissension, and 


that kind of thing, and maybe they should make a 


change on how they do their process.  


The other thing that I want to get down 


is, I'm on that 320 Street road also, and not only 


are there places that are -- that you can see going 


both ways, there are houses that are, like, almost 


right next to the road, and I'd say at least a half 


dozen of those.  So if you're going to keep them out 


of the urban area, you're not gaining anything by 


putting it where you have now put the preferred 


route.  


So I want that on record.  And thank you 


very much.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, ma'am.  And your 


comment on the need and the routing, one going 


before the other, unfortunately, I don't rate that 


high -- 


MS. STRAUB:  No.


MR. EK:  -- and can't make those changes.


MS. STRAUB:  Thank you.
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MR. EK:  But you do have it on the 


record.


MS. STRAUB:  Yes.  Someone should listen 


to it.  


MR. EK:  No.  And to be honest with you, 


it has come up and it is quite an odd thing, I 


think, myself. 


MS. STRAUB:  And I guess, also, you're 


saying we're then the responsible people to say 


don't put it by my -- don't put it in my yard.  But 


then I'm supposed to say, put it in your yard, and 


that's very unfair, unfair to all of us. 


MR. EK:  And I wholeheartedly agree, 


because that's kind of the position I'm in sometimes 


and I don't like it myself.  But at the same time, 


as much -- it's up to you as much -- you know, if 


you do not want to impact your neighbor -- and I 


understand that, we're all Minnesotans, we don't 


want to -- we're good people, we don't want to 


affect our neighbors.  


But at the same time, if you have a 


problem, you definitely need to point it out to us 


and maybe there is even a better solution that we 


might be able to look at with that so maybe it 


wouldn't affect your neighbors or yourself.  
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So if we don't receive -- what I'm trying 


to say is, if we don't receive anything, we won't 


know.  And I'm sorry the burden's on you, it is.  It 


just is.  But that's the important part of the whole 


thing.  If we didn't have these public comment 


periods, that would mean that the State's just going 


ahead and putting it wherever they like without 


comment from the people.  So it is important and I 


understand -- I understand.  It's no fun saying 


here, there.  


Other comments?


Yes, ma'am.  If you could please state 


your name.  


MS. RIST:  My name's Linda Rist, 


L-I-N-D-A, R-I-S-T.  I live at 316th Street, right 


above Bucks Lake.  


I did write a short comment here.  It 


says, I live on a century farm dating back to the 


1800's, which is located on the southwest corner of 


Section 23, Henderson Township, Sibley County.


Our bluff overlooks Bucks Lake, as does 


our neighbor's.  We have feeders and we have 


established black squirrels with a project that 


started with only five in 2001 and they have even 


gone across the river as far as Pumpkin Hill.  
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We feel our area should not be the 


preferred route.  This edge of Henderson Township 


has remained untouched and has provided to be (sic) 


a sanctuary for our birds.  The large marsh area 


with the muskrat mounds have provided nesting for 


the Canadian (sic) geese and other waterfowl.  The 


tall trees, some alive, are giving nesting and 


refuge.  Some dead and dying are hosting the grubs 


and the bugs for the piliated woodpeckers and other 


birds.  The brush -- oh, the brush that even houses 


the smallest of birds and the reeds that give 


red-winged blackbirds their perch.  Our rookery is 


11 nests strong.  The tree is very high, overpowers 


most of the surrounding trees, giving way to the 


public view of the egrets and other small natural 


habitat without being disturbed.  


Bucks Lake is located along Highway 93 


next to the marshland.  It is a place where you 


don't have to crawl under a fence or walk down a 


long path, parking and observing is right off the 


road.  The enjoyment of viewing the birds, from 


small children to the aged adults, is something to 


be embraced and cherished, not disrupted by 


high-line poles.  


The eagles were few 20 years ago, but now 
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that Bucks Lake has become a stopover, a feeding 


area, and the nesting for about seven eagles along 


the river valley -- seven eagle nests, I'm sorry.  


What will happen if this area does become 


the chosen route?  Will the eagles get fewer and 


fewer?  Will our rookery stay established?  Will our 


birds be disrupted by the magnetic fields, and will 


the birds fly into the high-line wires?  This has 


been all considered in the planning of the -- this 


should all be considered in the planning of the 


route.  


It's a scenic route along Highway 93, 


birdwatchers and passerbys (sic) enjoy the serenity 


of the lake and the birds.  Henderson has promoted 


birding on their website and Henderson newspapers.  


Children are taken on field trips to observe the 


birds, buses have come to observe the eagles.  For 


these reasons, we are asking you to please consider 


a route -- to reroute the Cap 2020 (sic) project to 


a different route.  


We went through eminent domain also, and 


it's very hard to fight.  And we moved back down 


here to our home farm hoping everything would stay.  


Now, Henderson Township has been very good with 


trying to keep a lot of that bluff the way it should 
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be.  They've really considered everything that's 


down there, they do treasure it.  And Henderson does 


take very good care, but Henderson is finally 


getting on the map to be a bird town, to be a 


natural, little, quiet town.  And it's gotten to be 


very popular down here and everybody has showed up 


just because they care, and it shows they care.  And 


I wish you would really consider this.  


MR. EK:  All right.  It will be 


considered and I suggest you hand that in tonight.


MS. RIST:  Pardon?


MS. EK:  The comment, do you plan on 


handing that in tonight?  


MS. RIST:  Yes.


MR. EK:  Okay.  Great.


MS. RIST:  I also have another question, 


that who will -- if the storm pond gets drilled into 


and something goes wrong, who is going to be 


responsible?  The City of Le Sueur owns it, are they 


going to be up -- the ones for litigation?  


I'm worried about the contamination of 


groundwater to both the wildlife and humans.  The 


land's owned by the City of Le Sueur, you will 


have -- Cap 2020 will have the easement, will they 


be responsible for any litigation or will Le Sueur 
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be legally responsible?  


MR. EK:  That gets down to a legal 


question, but it would be -- it would be my 


understanding, if the Applicants are constructing a 


pole and do damage, it would be -- fall upon the 


Applicants.  But we would get to that and that would 


obviously be a complicated question, certainly.  


Certainly.  But that, I believe, is a comment you 


brought up in the ATF as well?  


MS. RIST:  Yes, it is. 


MR. EK:  Could I ask -- I had one of the 


citizens come up and ask if the folks around the 


back and sides could be a little quieter for their 


neighbors so they could hear the comments, please.  


Yes, sir.


MR. GROTHE:  Ron Grothe, G-R-O-T-H-E.  


The comment was made that the lines are 


designed to stay away from towns and so forth, but 


yet the current line runs into the city limits of 


Le Sueur and the city limits goes quite a ways to 


the north with a lot of development on the north 


side of that.  So my question is, why was it -- why 


is it developed so close to Le Sueur?  


And it has been mentioned that possibly 


some communities would be trying to buy some of the 
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power off from this end and reduce their energy 


costs, and is that a true statement?  


MR. EK:  Craig. 


MR. POORKER:  I think that the question 


was, what purpose or what benefit is there for the 


communities, probably, along the transmission line?  


MR. GROTHE:  The current line -- I'll try 


to restate.  Right now, the line goes right through 


the city limits of Le Sueur.  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  


MR. GROTHE:  So the question is, if 


you're trying to avoid cities, railroads, whatever, 


then why was it designed to go across a very 


sensitive environmental area like Bucks Lake and 


then through the city of Le Sueur, the limits, where 


it is quite populated through there and the 


potential for a lot of population down the road is 


there?  


And secondly, is there some connection to 


where a city could run a line off from that to save 


energy costs down the road, could that have some 


political implications in that siting process?  


MR. POORKER:  All right.  Your first 


question was -- I've got to go backwards. 


MR. GROTHE:  City limits. 
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MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Why are we going 


through city limits?  The city limits of Le Sueur 


are really unique because it is long and narrow.  


And so we do go through some it.  And again, we 


tried our best to stay away from homes as best we 


could.  So, you know, with -- the city has, I think, 


along the railroad tracks and between the highway, 


there's a strip through there, and then up Highway 


169, also.  So it was pretty difficult just because 


of the geography of the city of Le Sueur.


And then also the question is, what 


benefit is there for cities, existing cities, or 


existing electric utilities, the co-ops?  We do 


propose to build four new substations along the 


project and also expand four other substations.  And 


those are the off ramps, if you will, where we can 


unload some of the electricity as we go along.  


An example is, Marshall has grown 


significantly in southwest Minnesota.  We have 


voltage problems around the Franklin area where we 


propose to build a new substation.  So those are not 


just off ramps, but also onramps for some of that 


other energy that may come on line.  


And with Minnesota's renewable energy 


standard of 25 percent by the year 2025, I think 
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we're going to see a lot of opportunity for new 


generation on there that has to be clean, of course, 


or renewable, and these substations are going to 


serve that.  


But can a city tap into this substation?  


Not necessarily.  However, we will be able to serve 


our co-ops or distribution companies in there that 


may run some 115-kV lines to get to their 


distribution system.  So there is some local benefit 


all along the project where we have the proposed 


substations.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  We have a gentleman over 


here who's been waiting patiently that I have 


missed.  If you could spell and state your name, 


sir.  


MR. BOHLKE:  Wayne Bohlke, B-O-H-L-K-E.


How many people in this room were around 


when we had the Highland Creek project versus the 


Rush River project, any of you?  Oh, very 


interesting.  Would you raise your hand if you were 


there?  I'd like to see how many.  


Okay.  Let me tell you about that, that's 


when NSP wanted to put a plant down here, either on 


the Rush River or on Highland Creek, this was 


30-some years ago.  I think -- is it, Mr. Turek?  I 
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think that's the question he was asking.  Yes, you 


can beat them, Mr. Turek, indeed you can.  And what 


they try to do is to divide you and get one 


community or one section of the community against 


the other.  


Further, in this project, they bifurcated 


it even further by saying, well, it hasn't been 


approved by the Public Utilities Commission yet.  


Now, why would you go through all this expense of 


doing all of these meetings and all of this project 


if you weren't real sure the PUC was going to 


approve this thing?  


So you really can't believe what they're 


telling you.  And it was the same when we fought the 


Highland Creek project.  And we got it moved out of 


the Rush River project and they went up to Highland 


Creek.  Much to their surprise, some of us showed up 


up there from this area, and they didn't get to put 


their plant in the Highland Creek either.  


So all we have to do is stick together.  


The thing they have to prove and the thing you have 


to make them prove is, why do you need this?  And 


why is it coming all the way through here and who is 


it going to serve?  It isn't going to serve you, I 


can guarantee you that.  
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Now, the other thing they won't talk 


about is, what's the transmission line losses?  


Maybe this gentleman would like to address that, 


coming all the way from out here and in.  And I'm an 


engineer, so I know what happens on transmission 


line losses, they're huge, aren't they?  Very huge.  


Right?  Yeah, they are.  


But it's more profitable, easier for -- 


those companies got together so they have a big 


conglomerate, basically, and now it's called a 


co-op.  They're co-oping because they can put a lot 


of power together to run over the little people and 


that's what's going on.  


And these little people can raise enough 


cane, just don't let them wear you out.  That's what 


they'll do, all these meetings, all this stuff going 


on.  Fortunately, we have people like Mr. Straub 


here who leads the band in stopping this sort of 


thing.  And you need to fight it, you need to stop 


it, and the only way you're going to do it is by 


hanging in there with them all the way to the PUC 


and make it clear that it's not going through.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment, sir.  


Additional comments?  In the back here, 


if you can spell and state your name.  
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MR. REINITZ:  My name's Josh Reinitz, 


R-E-I-N-I-T-Z.  I live at 30083 290th Street. 


I just wanted to say I completely respect 


and know personally many of the people who are 


impacted by this line and I completely support you.  


I want to just come here tonight to make the State 


aware of -- we've all heard about Bucks Lake, I love 


Bucks Lake.  I wanted the State to be aware of some 


ecological and wildlife areas on the east side of 


the river, too.  


And I live out there and we are -- I'm 


personally -- my farm is about four miles north of 


the proposed route.  But still, like you said, 


there's a chance that, you know, somebody could 


propose it well outside of the yellow areas.  


But I just wanted to make people aware of 


the fact that there's the Ney Nature Center across 


the river, I sit on the board of that.  Just below 


that, there's the old community of East Henderson, 


the railroad tracks going into Le Sueur, pristine 


river bluffs, and north of there, there is -- into 


Scott County there's all sorts -- up and down the 


bluffs for probably about five miles, there is DNR 


land, county land, and proposed heartland.  


So -- and also, below -- below the Ney 
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Nature Center over here (indicating), there is also 


a large wetland, almost a small lake, that also has 


eagles.  There's plenty of eagles on this side of 


the river, too.  


And also, my farm is right at the 


confluence of Henderson Station Road, Pumpkin Hill 


Road, and 290th Street, they kind of branch off to 


there.  It's heavily wooded, heavily -- there's a 


lot of deep, wooded ravines in there.  I don't see 


it as being realistic that it could go through the 


ravines there, but I think people can do anything if 


they want to.  


So just for the record, I would state 


that, stay away from these sensitive areas and the 


deep, wooded ravines and bluff lands. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Thank you.  That was 


a very good comment and thanks for pointing those 


out.  So now we have those in the record to take a 


look at, I appreciate it. 


Yes, sir.


MR. KOEPP:  Brent Koepp, K-O-E-P-P.  


First name Brent, B-R-E-N-T.  I live off 13150 245th 


Street, which is off of German Road in Blakely 


Township.  And I have a lot of my neighbors here on 


German Road as well.  
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We're on the alternate route.  And a 


gentleman, Tom Herrmann, just spoke, too, where it 


crosses the river -- which is going to go over his 


house, but there's already a crossing by Belle 


Plaine.  But I guess the question we're kind of 


wondering is, why the line, you know, zigzags, you'd 


think it would stay out of the metro area, it would 


come south and then come into the metro area.  


It just seems like we're affecting a lot 


of -- you hear Henderson, it's getting pretty close 


to Belle Plaine.  And if you look at, like, 


Shakopee, how Shakopee expanded to the south, and 


guess what runs in that area?  A power line, and 


look at it.  And I guess the concern is, why are we 


so close to residential?  


Same thing with the gentleman from 


Le Sueur.  I understand follow the right-of-way, 


roadways, things like that, but that's where people 


live, too.  So I'm going on the record that we 


oppose this alternate route.  


Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  Actually, I'm 


going to run over here, I think this gentleman's 


been waiting.  


State and spell your name.  
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MR. AMBERSON:  My name is 


Darrel Amberson, the last name is spelled 


A-M-B-E-R-S-O-N.  I live at 32388 308th Lane in 


Henderson Township.


Maybe I'm missing something obvious here, 


and I wasn't here when the meeting started, but I 


don't understand that, if there is an increased need 


causing -- increased need for the electricity, which 


is the obvious part of the project, why are we, as a 


state, transmitting electricity across two-thirds of 


the state?  


If that's really the need, and I suspect 


it's coming from the metro, why is there not a power 


plant being built closer to the metro rather than 


disrupting the lives of all these good people?  


MR. EK:  That's a very good question and, 


unfortunately, I work on the routing side of the 


whole issue, but I guess I can add a little on the 


need.  A main focus of this project is wind power.  


And so you have areas in Minnesota -- and one of 


them is Buffalo Ridge in southwest Minnesota, it's a 


rich, rich wind resource.  Throughout the country, 


it's well known for its wind resource.  


There's a lot of wind generation 


companies coming on line in that area, and in order 
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to get that wind on to the transmission grid -- 


that's what this proposed power line would do, it 


would allow for a transmission highway from those 


high-wind areas -- high resource wind (sic) areas to 


get onto a transmission line, to hit those populated 


centers in Minnesota, Marshall, all the way to the 


Twin Cities and so forth.  


But I'm not on the need side, so that's 


about the best I can explain when it comes to that.  


So -- 


MR. AMBERSON:  The gentleman from the -- 


over here, just mentioned earlier an increased need 


in the Marshall area, why don't we use the wind 


power energy down in that area and then put a power 


plant closer to the metro area?  I suspect that the 


truth of the matter is that it has more to do with 


bureaucracy, regulation, and being easier to build 


power plants in South Dakota.  


Why instead, don't we as a state, or 


entities, go to the legislature and address the 


legislative regulatory issues and do what makes more 


sense for our population, instead of, again, putting 


all these people through this?  


MR. EK:  Good comment.  Good comment, 


sir.  
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Additional comments, concerns?  


Yes, sir.


MR. SCHULTZ:  Yes.  My name is 


Derek Schultz, I live in Blakely and Belle Plaine 


Townships.  


The group is doing a pretty good job here 


of addressing a lot issues.  One issue that I have a 


concern with is, they say that they need a 150-foot 


corridor for this power line for a safety factor, 


but in both the primary and alternate routes you 


have chosen, you choose to run the power line with 


another utility, an oil line.  My past experience 


with petroleum, petroleum products and electricity 


really don't mix too well. 


MR. EK:  Yeah, that's a good question.


Craig, do you know, are -- routing 


along -- sharing easements with the pipeline?  


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  I'm not sure where 


exactly we're paralleling the petroleum line, the 


MinnCan line, right?  Is that the one you're 


referring to?


MR. SCHULTZ:  (Nods head.) 


MR. POORKER:  We don't follow that very 


often.  But as far as just -- it's a small stretch 


and I believe it's probably on a cross-country 
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stretch, not along a roadway.


But the petroleum -- they do have 


concerns with corrosion on their pipes, it's not 


explosion.  That's not what it is, it's -- I don't 


know that it's even explosive.  


But they do have concerns with grounding 


and induced current underground and things like 


that.  That is an issue that does have to be dealt 


with the petroleum company and has to be taken care 


of and mitigated before we could place something 


alongside the petroleum pipeline.  


MR. SCHULTZ:  So we've done a lot of 


nature studies and whatnot, but have we really done 


very many studies where we're mixing these utilities 


in that narrow of a corridor?  Because there are -- 


like I said, it's not just a -- you know, a 


quarter-mile, it's, you know, probably a mile or two 


or whatever, where these lines -- where this power 


line would share the same corridor and they're right 


on top of each other.  


MR. POORKER:  Right.  And that's 


something that we have to negotiate with the 


petroleum pipeline company.  I don't know that our 


easements could even overlap.  I think there has to 


be some distance between them, that's something we'd 
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have to work out with the petroleum company.  


Whether or not you can even overlap easements and be 


that close, I'm not sure.  


But they do have -- there are some 


studies that have been done, but I'm not sure about 


that distance that has to separate the two.  


MR. EK:  May I suggest, then -- well, I 


guess what you're suggesting is something to take a 


look at -- for us to take a look at at the State is, 


is that -- the pipeline right-of-way and the safety 


concerns with a transmission line right-of-way and 


overlap or paralleling and what is the safety issues 


when it comes to that.  And that's something that 


should be studied in an EIS, correct?  


MR. SCHULTZ:  Right.  Have we had enough 


research, or is Murphy's Law going to rule?  


MR. EK:  Okay.  Thank you very much, sir, 


very good comment.  


Additional comments?  Let me run around 


and I'll circle around here.  


MR. McKAY:  My name's Bruce McKay, that's 


M-C-K-A-Y.  I live at 29976 290th Street.


And my comment is in regards to the -- I 


guess a few times tonight there's been comments made 


that one of the marketing schemes for pushing this 
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through is the fact that it would be mainly, if not 


totally, used for transferring wind turbine power 


from the South Dakota area to the Twin City area.  


But if you look at the documents, there's nothing in 


there that says that it's going to be limited to 


that.  


And I don't know if anybody's aware of 


that or not, but I became aware of it last week.  


And I was told on August 26, 2008, at the New Prague 


public meeting that it was going to be restricted 


only to wind turbine-generated power, so this came 


as a surprise to me last week.  


And I guess I need to go on the record to 


say that I believe it should be restricted to only 


that.  So that's my comment. 


MR. EK:  That's a good comment.  And it 


was brought up earlier, and the fact is, yes, this 


transmission line, that's one of the components is 


to get the wind energy.  But, however, at the same 


time, I think I told folks this before, that, you 


know, transmission lines, they can't -- they can't 


shut off different types of energy, segregate what's 


going to be transmitted through a line.  


So you can't necessarily say we're only 


going to have wind on one line or we're only going 
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to have hydropower only or we're only going to have 


coal.  It's wherever the energy's coming from, 


wherever it's going.  And this transmission line 


would -- you know, depending on what's moving along 


that line, it could be coming from a number of those 


sources.  


MR. McKAY:  Yes.  I understand that, but 


my comment is more aimed at preventing connection to 


the Big Stone II cogeneration or some other typical 


generation out in South Dakota where the regulations 


are less restricting and so forth. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  That's come up a lot 


through phone calls and e-mails, and to my 


understanding, it has nothing to do with the Big 


Stone II power plant, this transmission line 


project.  


MR. McKAY:  So does that mean there's a 


guarantee that that's not going to happen?  


MR. EK:  That what's not going to happen?  


MR. McKAY:  That those cogeneration 


plants will not be routing with this transmission 


line?  


MR. EK:  I guess I can't say that, 


because this transmission line does hook into the 


White substation, which is in Brookings, South 
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Dakota.  And I do believe there is a line that would 


come down from the Big Stone into the White power 


substation.  So again, I can't say -- you know, 


power lines don't segregate what power can be on the 


line.  So yeah -- 


MR. McKAY:  The other example of this is, 


you referred to the wind turbine farms that are in 


southwest Minnesota already, and the lines that 


serve that area do have a restriction in their 


permitting that says that it must be just wind 


turbine-generated power.  And something similar to 


that could be part of this, but it's not at the 


current time.  So I believe without that restriction 


that the power line should be not allowed to go.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


If you could state and spell your name.  


MS. WEISZ:  Hi, my name is Karen Weisz.  


The last name is W-E-I-S-Z.  


And I'm new to this.  I'm here because of 


my mother's property, power of attorney for her.  


And I've heard a lot of angry, frustrated people 


tonight and I know a lot of people have left.  And 


maybe this is simpler, in my mind, than it should 


be, but for the record, I think we should have a 


show of hands for anybody who is not opposed to 
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these power lines, so that they can actually show 


that this is something that we value.  And like I 


said, it's just a matter of record, again.  But a 


lot of people have signed in, if this many people 


have shown up and want to voice their opinion, 


anyone not opposed should raise their hand now and 


then we'll count how many people want these power 


lines.  And you know, this is a beginning, I guess.  


Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  It's a 


good idea.  Unfortunately, I don't think we can sit 


and count hands for a vote.


MS. WEISZ:  I don't think you'll have 


any. 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Nobody raised 


their hand.


MR. EK:  There we go, then we have it on 


record that nobody raised there hand.  


MR. SHIBLY:  Count me in for raising my 


hand.  


Levon Shibly, 34637 306th Street.  I live 


just out on the other side of Rush River Park.  The 


line's going to be going probably about a half mile 


or so to the west of my place.  


I'd like to think of myself as an 
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environmentalist and I don't particularly care for 


power lines.  I don't think they're beautiful things 


and I have the benefit, possibly, of being an 


engineer and working with electricity and heavy-duty 


magnets, as a matter of fact, also.  So I know, you 


know, what basically most of the risks are that we 


face with electrical fields and magnetic fields.  


And while there is a risk, when you compare it to 


most of the other things we face in our life, it's 


probably minimum (sic).  


I have concerns about where the power 


line's going to be going.  I think that this is a 


good thing that we have democratic processes like 


this where we get together and address issues like 


whether or not it should go through Bucks Lake, or 


whether it would be better to take the northern 


route and go through the already existing route by 


Belle Plaine.  


But I use electricity, I think it makes 


our lives 100 percent better -- or thousands of 


percents better than it would be if we didn't have 


electricity.  And there's costs that go with it and 


things like this power line are one of the costs.  


So we have to get together as a democratic society 


and deal with these issues, and that's what this is 
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and that's why I'm here.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


Any more comments?  


Yes, sir.


MR. KACZENMEYER:  Mark Kaczenmeyer, and 


I'm north of Le Sueur in -- K-A-C-Z-E-N-M-E-Y-E-R.


And my concerns are the power line coming 


up through a residential area or the growth district 


out in Le Sueur.  I can't understand why Le Sueur 


would even tolerate you coming through something 


that is their growth district there.  Not only that, 


the heavy flyways that are up in there, Scott, do 


you know about that?  


And I can't understand why Le Sueur would 


even want you up in there with your power lines, 


because that is their future growth up in there for 


housing and it's been designated that way.


Thank you very much. 


MR. EK:  Good comment, sir.  And we have 


yet to receive a comment letter from Le Sueur, but 


I'm sure we will be receiving -- and as Dolores had 


said earlier, we will be in consult with DNR, U.S. 


Fish and Wildlife, the Board of Soil and Water 


Resources.  All those entities, they're required to 


work with us and provide us that information to 
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answer that question, why is it going through -- or 


why is it proposed to go through Le Sueur?  And 


that's something we'll do in the EIS.  


But that's a very good question.  Thank 


you. 


MR. SCHNEIDER:  That would also affect 


the President's landing area, the President of the 


United States.  


John Schneider, again.  The President of 


the United States, George Bush, landed on his 


property when he came to visit us down here.  


MR. EK:  So the power line would get in 


his way?


MR. SCHNEIDER:  (Nods head.)


MR. EK:  He's no longer president.  


MR. SCHNEIDER:  Well, I'm in contact with 


the new man, we'll try and bring him in.  


MR. EK:  Additional questions? 


Yes, sir.  If you could spell and state 


your name.


MR. LEITCHMAN:  Dave Leitchman, 


L-E-I-T-C-H-M-A-N, Aberdeen Avenue in Scott County.


You say you're here tonight to listen to 


the comments from all the people.  I would like to 


know why the PUC and your department has fought to 
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have a task force formed in every county that's 


affected by the line?  You want to hear our 


comments, but yet we can't form task forces in every 


county, they won't allow it.  They only allowed one 


task force in Dakota County and you can't approve -- 


got one in Scott County to listen to us.  


And maybe you should tell when the next 


meeting is on the task force, maybe some of these 


people would like to come to the meeting because the 


task force is what's going to decide a lot.  


This is just to appease everybody, this 


meeting here.  They want to listen to us, nothing's 


going to get done with this meeting.  We need to go 


after them, we need the task force, and we need to 


change the eminent domain laws.  That's what's got 


to done.  


But maybe you could tell them about the 


task force. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I'm afraid everything you 


said was very far from the truth.  


MR. LEITCHMAN:  No.  No.  No.  No. 


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  All the comments that 


are received by you citizens are just as important 


as anything -- anything we receive during a task 


force.  So don't let this gentleman lead you to 
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believe that your comments aren't heard.  It's very 


important, that's why we hold these meetings.  


As for not having task forces, the PUC 


gave us, the Office of Energy Security, the right to 


assemble some task forces.  We've assembled two task 


forces, one in the Lake Marion to Hampton area, 


which is I guess between Elko New Market and 


Hampton.  The other one is the -- from here, 


Henderson, Minnesota River crossing, to New Prague.  


At that same time, we sent out canvassing 


letters to all the counties, all the townships, all 


the large cities, all the regional development 


commissions.  Unfortunately, we did not receive the 


correct response or the -- to put out task forces in 


those areas.  


Statutory rules require we need certain 


individuals from local government units to be on 


task forces in order to create them.  Fortunately, 


down here in the Cities, it was overwhelming.  We 


had the task forces completely filled with all the 


members that we requested.  Out in the western 


portion of the state, we did not receive the 


required number of local government officials that 


wanted to have a task force put together.  


And again, your comments -- the task 
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force does not decide this -- it is not the only 


entity that decides where this project goes or where 


it's routed or what issues are important.  The task 


force helps and assists, and mainly it's the local 


government units that are part of that task force 


that we got to earlier that will help us to define 


their future growth, their comprehensive plans, and 


what they plan to do in your areas so we can manage 


this route to coordinate with their future plans.  


So I do suggest, put in your comments.  


They're very important, just as important as 


anything the task force puts out.  


MR. LEITCHMAN:  It's a bunch of bull.  


You know, I'm telling you, you did not allow a task 


force to be formed in every county.  You say you 


notified everybody, you didn't notify them that they 


wanted to have a task force.  You know, you wouldn't 


allow a task force.  There should be one in every 


county that the line goes through, you should be 


listening to the people.  


When you leave tonight, what do we got 


here?  You know, how are you going to fight this?  


We've got a task force meeting next week here in 


Henderson.  What is it, Thursday?  Thursday, you 


know, come to it.  This has got to be fought all the 
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way.  No.  It's going to be over in the old school 


building, over there.  Next week, next Thursday.  


The City of Le Sueur wants it, they -- 


yeah, at the task force, they want it to come 


through.  You know, they've got a corridor.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments, sir.  


Additional comments, questions? 


Yes, sir.  


MR. WILLIAMS:  Brian Williams, 33315 


322nd Street, Le Sueur.  


Just one question I have as far as, have 


they looked at -- the City of Le Sueur's done a lot 


of improvements here recently to the airport, have 


they looked at the flight pattern, how that might 


affect the flight pattern and all of the long-range 


plans for the airport?  


MR. EK:  That's something that we'll look 


at with the City of Le Sueur and MnDOT, FAA, and 


figure out the issues when -- those issues that are 


involved and that will be included in the EIS.  


And Craig, do you know anything about the 


airport and negotiations with them?


MR. POORKER:  Not that particular 


airport, but that's information that we found very 


useful and got a lot that information from our open 
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houses and our work group meetings.  Because there 


are a lot of airstrips out there, too, that are 


owned by private landowners that we didn't know 


about.  So we got that from the open houses and from 


the work groups and we do have to be in contact with 


the FAA and with MnDOT about all the airports -- any 


airports and what their plans may be.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir. 


Additional comments, concerns, 


alternatives you'd like to raise?  


Well, with that, then, I suggest you grab 


a comment form in the front or any of the forms that 


have our information on them.  And I do suggest you 


submit comments.  


Again, the comment period closes April 30 


and, again, I told you the ways you can submit 


comments:  Mail, e-mail, online, also give me a call 


and we can work that through.  You're also more than 


welcome to submit a comment directly to us tonight 


and we can put that in the record.  


So, thank you.


(Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.)
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MR. EK:  So what I'll do is I guess open 


it up.  Maybe we can start a line going that way 


(indicating), folks can just kind of come up and 


form a line.  I guess the line probably would be 


best to go that way.  Come up and state your comment 


in the mic, and we can answer questions, comments.  


Or if you want to supply an alternative, feel free.  


Anyone would like to come up?  Oh, and 


also if you want to state your name and spell it. 


MR. BAUER:  Hello, my name is Bob Bauer, 


B-A-U-E-R.  I'm an attorney with the -- I'm an 


attorney in the law firm of Severson, Sheldon, 


Dougherty and Molenda.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't hear you.  


Turn it on.


MR. BAUER:  Hello.  I'm an attorney in 


Apple Valley, and I represent Steve and Camille 


Coman C-O-M-A-N, and Mr. Coman's company, RES 


Pyrotechnic Specialties, Inc.  They do not object to 


the project.  They cannot stop the project.  But 


what they do have concerns with is the location of 


the line.  They have their business in Belle Plaine, 


and right now -- they're not an ordinary company.  


Mr. Coman operates pyrotechnics, explosives, heavily 


regulated by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
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Firearms.  And we have provided Mr. Ek and 


many other representatives of Great River and the 


Department with their concerns.  


As proposed right now, one of the 


lines -- there are explosives on the property, 


5,000 pounds of explosives, and the line right now 


will come right through there.  And for those that 


don't understand energy, electricity and explosives 


do not mix.  And so we have asked that the 


Department and that Great River look at the line and 


the location of the line and take into account this 


business, an international business that ships 


fireworks everywhere.  


These aren't the sparklers that you see.  


These are the explosives that you see at Vikings 


games, that you see at fireworks displays on the 4th 


of July and all throughout.  And care needs to be 


taken to make certain that their business operation, 


which we believe cannot be reasonably relocated, 


heavily regulated, they need to have distances 


between their explosives magazines and residences.  


And we have provided all of this information to the 


Department and to Great River representatives.  


We did have a representative come out and 


measure and did confirm that the line as proposed 
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would come directly through an explosive magazine.  


And also within their home, the proposed line is 


within 150 feet of their home.  Again, it's also 


within, I believe, 75 feet of an existing garage and 


storage shed.  


All of these comments have been provided.  


We have not received a response yet.  And I know 


it's early on, but we would request that Great River 


and the Department recognize this is a great safety 


concern, that this business cannot relocate.  It's a 


national -- international business.  And the work 


that's out there, explosives, again, the Department 


needs to recognize that you cannot have electricity 


this close to a pyrotechnic business.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Just -- just to follow up on 


that.  We did receive your letter, and thank you for 


your comment.  And at this time, no, we don't 


comment on letters that come in.  You'll see them in 


the scoping decision, environmental impact 


statement.  But I can let you know we did receive 


your letter and we have that.  Thank you, sir.  


If you could state and spell your name, 


please. 


MR. HARTMANN:  Hello.  My name is Kevin 
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Hartmann, H-A-R-T-M-A-N-N.  I own a local water well 


company in the area here.  I'm studying the 


application, and this proposed power line could go 


over potentially a lot of my customers that have 


water wells in their yard.  We are governed by the 


Department of Health to stay away from power lines 


with our wells.  And I'm just checking what -- when 


they ran that MinnCan oil line through, we had to 


relocate people's wells to get far enough away from 


the power lines -- or away from the oil line.  


So do the people here know or do you guys 


know that when you come over the dwellings and stuff 


that the wells will have to be moved?  Or what is a 


safe distance to my 50-foot steel towers to a steel 


cable to a 200-foot steel well going into the 


ground?  There's no better ground than that.  How 


safe am I going to be working near those?  Or are 


you going to apply -- or is there going to be like 


power switches I can turn this line off so I can 


work on people's houses or what are we going to do?  


I'm pretty sure you don't want to shut 


this system down just for mom and dad and the kid on 


the porch or something, so we need to know if 


everyone knows that your wells will have to be moved 


away from this and how far is safe from a 345 kVA 
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line.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  That's 


actually -- that was a great comment, one that has 


not come up.  And I kind of know what you're talking 


about.  I was a well driller myself.  You're talking 


about the developing and putting up the boom and so 


forth, correct, getting close to the line?  I guess 


I can't give you a good answer on how that will 


work, but now that you have that in the record, 


that's something to look at.  That's something new 


that actually had never, never come up.  I haven't 


heard myself, to be honest with you.  So it's 


something that we will likely include in the scope 


and something that should be taken a look at, 


because, yeah, if you're going to need to go out 


there and develop wells and so on and so forth, 


there are, I know, those safety concerns of having 


that boom close to a wire and so forth.  So thank 


you for your comment.  That was a great comment.  


It looks like we have some young folks up 


here, which is great.  Are they prepared to give 


some comments?  That would be fantastic if you did. 


MS. GASSMAN:  I think they're on a sugar 


high right now.  Okay, guys.  Thank you.  
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MR. EK:  Could you state and spell your 


name for the court reporter? 


MS. GASSMAN:  Shirley Gassman, 


G-A-S-S-M-A-N.  And I farm south of New Prague with 


my family, and the alternate route would run north 


and across our 97-acre farm, which is located on 


both sides of Highway 13.  


This is our next generation here of 


little sprouts, who are already actively involved in 


the farm operation, especially during fall harvest, 


riding in the combine with Grandpa and bringing in 


wagons to unload.  From start to finish, they're 


there.  This century farm is meant to be passed on 


to them from their --


FIRST GASSMAN CHILD:  -- great -- 


SECOND GASSMAN CHILD:  -- great -- 


THIRD GASSMAN CHILD:  -- great --


FOURTH GASSMAN CHILD:  -- grandpa. 


MS. GASSMAN:  They've got an overview of 


the farm here.  And just to get a little 


perspective, this is -- this (indicating) is just 


the shape of our farm right here, and this 


(indicating) is where the line would come through.  


Okay, you can put it down a little bit.  And this 


would run through the middle of the section.  And I 
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guess that's one of my big concerns, is that we're 


not following right-of-way in this area.  This is 


Highway 13 (indicating), and as you can see, this is 


the building site.  What basically this would leave 


me is the low land, the slough area, some 


highly-erodable property.  The line would pass 


across the best and most productive farmland that we 


own out of this 97 acres.  So that's the impact that 


that would have on our farm.  


We also have a view here of the farm 


buildings.  And what is located to the very north of 


the building site would be the grain bins, a 


1,000-gallon LP tank, metal farm buildings, and the 


farmhouse located about 2- to 300 feet south of the 


grain bins.  So the grain bins are the closest 


proximity to the actual power line.  And my concern 


is during harvest time you're going to be accessing 


the bins, you're going to be crawling up there to 


open and close them during -- sometimes stormy 


weather is approaching.  You're going to have 


somebody on top of those bins.  Is there a potential 


that they could get shocked when they're up there?  


Who's going to have the liability if somebody falls 


from those grain bins due to a shock?  That one, 


with the impact of the entire farm, is my concern.  
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We have in this green area a 40-acre 


wetland and wildlife area that goes across part of 


our farm and our neighbor's, and we have a wetland 


preservation project that we have proposed for this 


area, and I'm afraid that's going to have a severe 


impact on that project as well.  There's a lot of 


wildlife, ducks, geese, and other wildlife species 


in that -- in that wetland area.  


The placement of the line along our farm 


is a longer route and it involves that impact to 


more land and at greater cost that is ultimately 


passed on to you and me as consumers.  I don't feel 


that the alternate route is really utilizing the 


existing rights-of-way to the best advantage.  Also, 


it's going to be cutting through fields rather than 


following field section lines, and that's a concern 


that I have because I would like to see that we 


preserve our agricultural heritage in Le Sueur 


County.  And that's one of my concerns, that we 


preserve the future for these children and future 


generations.  


And we also found out through this 


process that there are two people, one to the east 


of us and one to the west of us, that both have day 


care businesses, and those day care businesses are 
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going to be in jeopardy if these power lines come 


through this way.  


I would like those things to be taken 


into consideration in the final decision, and I 


appreciate the chance to give some input.  Thank 


you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  And I just want to 


let people know that that is an excellent example of 


a comment that we'd like to hear.  You went into 


very great detail on your farm, on the areas of your 


farm, on the impacts that this line could impose on 


the wetlands and other areas.  A lot of people will 


just -- and we'll take these comments where they 


say, yes, I like the line, or no, I don't like the 


line.  But it's even more important we get really 


great specific comments, such as that one, that go 


into great detail.  It helps us out a lot more to 


look at the impacts and try to work with it.  


So thank you very much.  


And thank you, kids.  


You have a comment?  


MS. GASSMAN:  Yes, he does.


MR. EK:  Fantastic.


MS. GASSMAN:  Brian put together a few 


words of his own, and I forgot to mention that he 
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wanted to say those as well. 


MR. PRCHAL:  My name is Brian Prchal, 


B-R-I-A-N, P-R-C-H-A-L.  I'm a fifth-generation 


family farm member.  The farm we own is south of 


New Prague in Lanesburgh Township, Sections 15 and 


16.  I am asking the state officials to please not 


go through farm fields or through wetlands.  I want 


to farm and found out that you have to put a chain 


behind you if you don't want to get a big shock from 


the tractor.  I also help raise our organic gardens, 


and we have a lot of wildlife in the area, so we 


have to put up an electric fence.  We turn it off 


when we work in there; but if it is too close to the 


power line, it can stay charged.  I work in there a 


lot and take the vegetables to our county 4-H.  I 


also raise chickens close to where the line would be 


and bring them to the fair.  


This line would destroy our farm that our 


ancestors worked so hard to preserve.  Please 


consider new technology in getting this power to the 


people.  175-foot poles and lines crisscrossing our 


earth is not a nice environmental footprint, in my 


eyes.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you very much for your 


comment.  That was excellent.  We love to hear that.  
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Thank you.  


And what you bring up is -- you brought 


up the chain on the tractor and the fence where your 


chickens were.  That's -- we consider that a stray 


voltage issue, and that's something we'll look at in 


the EIS as well.  We've looked at it in the past, 


and we've found that it's been a grounding issue.  


And as I said before, we include that in the permit.  


And it's something that an applicant, should it be a 


problem, that we make sure that they come out to 


rectify that problem of stray voltage.  


And what's great about this EI -- 


environmental impact statements don't come along all 


too often.  So this is a good opportunity for my 


office to dig into these subjects such as stray 


voltage, electric and magnetic fields, to dig into 


them more and look at the new research that has come 


out and the new data that's come out.  So I'm 


looking forward to the opportunity of putting 


together this environmental impact statement, and I 


commend you for coming up and submitting a comment.  


That's wonderful.  


Yes, sir.  If you'd state and spell your 


name. 


MR. TUPY:  My name is Roger Tupy, 
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T-U-P-Y.  My wife Joyce and I own a certified 


organic farm just northeast of New Prague, Cedar 


Lake Township in Scott County.  Last year that crude 


oil pipeline that Mr. Hartmann was referring to went 


right through the middle of our farm, and it was not 


a very good experience.  We can see the same thing 


happening here again where it's neighbor against 


neighbor.  And so my biggest concern here is, 


everybody here look around.  Look to your left and 


to the right, look behind you, in front of you.  


Most of us know each other or you know someone 


that's here.  And this is what the state is doing to 


us right now, through the help of the state and all 


the representatives here this evening, they're 


trying to mislead us.  They're trying to fence us 


against each other so that we get disorientated and 


we don't see the true project, what it is.  It's 


neighbor against neighbor.  And we're going to have 


to live here forever, and these people are going to 


be out of here.  So think about that.  That's the 


big concern.  They're pushing a route, route, route, 


and very little is talked about the need.  And 


that's the real sad part of it, do we really need 


this?  Call your Congress people and ask those kinds 


of questions.  Ask the good questions.  We can still 
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do something about this.  We can stop it.  The only 


thing that's going to happen for sure -- that's my 


story.  So thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  You 


might feel like you're being pitted against each 


other; however, that is not -- that is not what we 


intend to do or is that -- or is our plan.  


Unfortunately, projects like this, that's bound to 


happen, and essentially those are the shoes I'm in.  


I have to look at a route here, a route there, yeah.  


So I do understand.  But it's not that -- some 


intentional thing we're trying to pit people against 


each other by any means.  


And the certificate of need that was 


brought up, as a matter of fact the certificate of 


need, it's been going on about three years now, and 


what that is, that's a separate document -- or 


docket from routing.  And the PUC actually, next 


week on the 15th and 16th, will be having oral 


arguments on the 15th, and on the 16th will 


deliberate on whether this project is needed.  So -- 


and you're welcome to attend those meetings at the 


PUC next week, which is in downtown, and after the 


meeting I can get that information to you.  But what 


happens there at that need meeting, if they decide 
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that this project is not needed, this route process 


goes away.  This project goes away, this is done.  


So -- however, if they decide it is needed, it 


continues.  


And here's the thing:  People question 


why they're doing the need before the route and so 


on and so forth.  Well, essentially, the state can't 


stop a company from submitting an application for a 


route.  So it's the company's gamble that the state 


is going to go either way.  If they say no, well, 


then, you know, the company's out however much money 


and time they spent on putting together this route 


application.  So, you know, sometimes it seems 


screwy that the cart is coming before the horse, but 


we can't stop applications from coming in.  But just 


to let you know, all of you are more than welcome to 


attend that meeting at the PUC next week, and it's 


Wednesday and Thursday, I believe.  And that would 


determine the need.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Where is that?  


MR. EK:  At the Public Utilities 


Commission.  And off the top of my head I don't have 


the address.  It's downtown St. Paul.  If you want 


to see -- you know, as someone else is commenting, I 


will go ahead and find that address and see if I can 
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get it out to you, because I don't think it's on any 


of the forms that you have.  Because it is the need 


process, that's not something I deal with tonight.  


We're dealing with the routing.  But I'll go see if 


I can find that address so you folks can have that.  


So I'll have the next person comment.  But I just 


wanted to let you know about that whole need thing.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What time?  


MR. EK:  Oh, good question.  I'll find 


that out, too.  I'll -- after the next commenter, 


I'll get that information to you.  


If you could state and spell your name. 


MR. MORRISON:  Both?  My name is Nathan 


Morrison, N-A-T-H-A-N, M-O-R-R-I-S-O-N.  


After hearing everybody up here, I kind 


of feel a little bit selfish bringing up my points, 


but I'm going to bring them up anyways.  This area 


is in a projected growth area, as evidenced by 


bringing of the septic or sewer system all the way 


down to the south metro area.  If you drive 35 


northbound every day past 2, you'll see all that 


area going in there.  And the reason that they're 


bringing in all that septic sewer is that's the part 


of the country or of the south metro that they've 


slated to expand.  And I'm wondering, why are they 
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running this line right through the area they're 


going to expand?  That doesn't make any sense to me.  


Why doesn't something of this magnitude 


get coordinated with future roads, future needs?  I 


know that at some point the Met Council has decided 


or will come up with another road that goes all the 


way around the Twin Cities.  That's going to be a 


really big project.  I don't know when it's going to 


be.  But it would seem to me that if you're going to 


do something like that, that you would condemn or 


use the same land for the same purpose and, instead 


of wrecking two different sets of -- sections of 


property, that you would only wreck one section of 


property once for multiuse and look ahead and buy 


this property at a fair price for that use in the 


future.  


I don't even know who's going to be the 


recipient of the power of this line, and I guess 


that's probably a question I'd like to know.  If 


this is property -- is this power coming in, is this 


for me, for my community or is it for somebody 


somewhere else?  


I also wonder how fair is it in terms of 


the rules of compensation for a project like this if 


it isn't technically running on my land but it's 
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within 500 feet of my house, why is it I don't get 


compensated for that?  If you're going to go ahead 


and go by somebody's house that you're going to go 


through anyway, you're going to wreck the value of 


my investment.  It seems to me you ought to be 


paying me something for it and all the people here 


at least a fair price.  


In closing, my house, my home, within 


500 feet of this proposed route, is my investment in 


the future.  The economy's not doing really good 


right now.  I sure hate to see what may come when my 


house is worth less now than I owe on it.  Because 


there's a lot of people that can't afford to make 


their house payments right now, and I don't want to 


have a reason not to.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  We're going to try to turn this 


up, because we're having problems with folks.  And, 


again, I just ask folks on that side if they could 


try to be a little more quiet for their neighbors.  


Let me see how far I can turn this up before it 


starts squeaking.  So -- there.  


So I got the information.  And just to 


let you know, the certificate of need meetings that 


I was talking about, which are next Wednesday and 


Thursday, they're not opportunities for the public 
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to comment anymore.  I mean, this has been like a 


three-year process, so all commenting is done, all 


the information is in.  So what it would be is an 


opportunity for you to listen in on what's been -- 


what the whole process has entailed and then hear 


what the Commission would decide when it comes to 


need.  Wednesday it starts at 9:30 a.m., Thursday 


also at 9:30 a.m., and it's in the Commission's 


large hearing room.  The address is 121 Seventh 


Place East, Suite 350, and again, that's St. Paul.  


And I suppose you could look that up on MapQuest or 


something.  But also you have my telephone number 


and you have my e-mail address.  So if you need 


directions or anything to that meeting, don't 


hesitate to give me a call or shoot me an e-mail, 


and I'll see if I can get you a map or any other 


information you need to know on that.  


So we'll go to the next commenter.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  All right.  Well, my 


legs are going to shake.  I do a lot of conference 


calls with a hundred people, but in front of 


everyone I'm a little nervous, so bear with my 


voice.  My name is Cindy Helmberger.  


H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R. 


Obviously we're all here for a vested 
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interest financially, health reasons and aesthetic 


reasons as well.  But I'm guessing no one here is in 


favor of this at all.  So we've got about 400 people 


at one point, so please take note.  The original 


grid system is over 50 years old.  That was in the 


application.  But I'm almost 50, and I can't recall 


a brownout or there ever being no electricity for 


more than a couple hours.  So I just really struggle 


with this even being a need.  50 years, we've had no 


problems.  The population exploded over 50 years.  I 


don't see that happening in the near future, so I 


really don't see the need for this.  


CapX mailings, they should have certified 


letters to the landowners.  They didn't do that.  


I've got a real problem with that because we got 


mailings a long time ago.  CapX, it's like, I don't 


know what that is.  I pitch it.  So if you can take 


us back, Craig, to your organization, it really -- 


flat out, it sucks, because people didn't know about 


this until the grassroots movement happened.  This 


is by word of mouth because your mailings, it's like 


okay, whatever, it's set aside.  It was junk mail to 


us.  You should have put on there, this affects your 


neighborhood directly, this has to do with power 


lines in your neighborhood.  So shame on you.  
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My voice is squeaking.  I'm sorry, I am 


nervous.  


Landowners, we were left in limbo for 


months on end.  I've seen neighbors put a couple 


hundred thousand dollars into their property.  I'm 


staring at the person right now.  They're going to 


lose that.  Why should we -- anyone, I don't care 


where this route goes.  Why should people lose 


hundreds of thousands of dollars?  I've done the 


math.  If 8,000 -- I'm sorry.  If 80,000 people are 


using the electricity at a cost of, let's say, 


$8 million, that's only $100 for year one.  But now 


you're talking you might lose a couple hundred 


thousand, you're going to lose a couple hundred 


thousand.  Even if you lose 20,000, why should we 


pay for that?  Everyone should get fairly 


compensated or flat out just don't put these lines 


out this way.  Run them along the freeway.  I think 


you need to look at alternate solutions.  I have a 


problem with the comp plan in Scott County calling 


for more residential growth.  People aren't going to 


want to move out to Scott County.  Scott County 


representatives, you're here, if it comes my way 


you're going to reduce my rate because I'm not going 


to be paying for the property tax I am now if I have 
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power lines in my back yard.  


Look, my hands are shaking really bad.  


So you did a really good job, because you weren't 


shaking and I am.  


The premise of this was Brookings to 


Hampton, and now the ALG (sic) basically said you 


didn't give us enough evidence to show that it 


should go from Lake Marion to Hampton.  That's your 


propaganda, was Brookings to Hampton.  So what 


happened there?  Where did you fail in your 


application?  I know not you, but your organization.  


The eminent domain, it's just totally 


unconscionable.  I don't know where it's at with the 


bill with the state at all.  But totally 


unconscionable.  


Again, Scott County, be prepared for a 


reduction in property taxes.  They have Rice County, 


if it goes down your way, once you give an easement 


away, god forbid, because you are going to get every 


imaginable gas, electronic, cell phone, whatever 


tower, whatever's in the future, it's going in that 


easement, so you're giving it up right there.  


Who is going to pay for extra fire 


protection?  


The other thing too, Scott County, Rice 
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County people, if you're here, it's an act of God to 


put something tiny in your backyard.  You got to get 


signoff from every organization.  And now all a 


sudden you got these -- I'm going to call these Fat 


Man and Little Boy after the stuff that happened in 


Japan that we dropped, because this is what I think 


about those lines.  


All right, where is my train of thought 


here?  And I don't know where South Dakota's at with 


this, but let's just all pray that they shut it 


down, because I'm hoping if they shut it down, it's 


shut down in Minnesota.  


Okay.  I'm done talking.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments.  


And you did just -- all your comments were great.  


And they got into the record, and a lot of them are 


ones that we will be covering in the EIS.  Thank 


you.  


On the Hampton -- the ALJ decision on 


Hampton, that refers to the whole need process.  So, 


again, if you're interested in that, in finding out 


about the -- you know, what's going to happen on the 


need, I suggest you go listen in on the meetings 


then, because that's where that kind of fits into 


this whole process.  
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So -- but thank you for your comments.  


They were well thought out and well said, and we 


have them in record.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you respond 


briefly to the loss of property value?  


MR. EK:  That's something we will cover.  


I'm no expert when it comes to how a power line will 


affect property values, and of course that's going 


to pertain to the property, the area of Minnesota, 


where the line is, so on and so forth.  However, 


that subject has come up at this meeting, the 


meeting yesterday, all four meetings last week.  So 


it is a topic that we will be studying in the EIS, 


and it seems to be a very important one to folks, 


and it would be an important one to myself as well.  


I can't give you an answer on how it affects 


property values because there's many factors 


involved, you know, when it comes to putting a 


transmission line and current value.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Would you buy a 


house right under a line?  


MR. EK:  Well, that's a personal 


question, too.  I have property -- put it this way, 


I have power lines on two sides of my property, 


so -- with a transmission or with a transformer.  So 
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I'm aware of it.  


If you could state your name and spell 


it, please. 


MS. MARCHIAFAVA:  I'm used to it.  My 


name is Judy Marchiafava.  That's spelled 


M-A-R-C-H-I-A, F as in Frank, A, V as in Victor, A.  


I am a landowner due to the generosity of 


my parents, who farmed many, many years in Scott 


County.  And actually everyone who's been up here 


before me has kind of spoke to my interests and my 


notes, but I didn't want to be rude and leave the 


line.  I also think that it's important that as many 


of us who are here tonight, if it is 400 plus, that 


we are heard.  So please do send in your comments.  


I guess my two biggest things were, 


number one, I haven't heard in all this spiel about 


how hazardous these really are to us human dwellers, 


and I also haven't heard what type of compensation 


is going to be made for people and who gets the 


right to draw that line?  If you're 72 feet, you're 


not allowed.  If you're 75, you're no longer in 


danger; and we will compensate you with dollars, but 


your property value is going to go way down.  If 


you're 300 feet away, you get nothing but you get to 


stare out the window at it.  I think that is 
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incredibly small-minded thinking.  


I also think that, for example, if 100 


percent -- let's say 78 percent of landowners show 


up and say they are against this, do we stand a 


chance?  I'm asking both of you, if we are against 


it, do we stand a chance?  If we have 78 percent 


support?  


MR. EK:  Well, it's just -- it's not a 


voting process, you know.  We don't take votes yes 


or no.  We look for comments right now.  So to 


answer that question, no, we're not here to vote yes 


or no on the project.  But, however, the more 


comments that come in, the greater we'll respond to 


those issues, those alternatives.  So the more 


comments, yes, the better.  But it's not a vote, no.  


MS. MARCHIAFAVA:  Okay.  So that 


reiterates my first point.  Stand up and be heard 


and share your comments, because maybe, just maybe, 


if 87 percent of us respond that we don't want it, 


maybe this great state that we all pay our taxes to 


will actually listen to what we're saying.  That's 


all I have.  


MR. EK:  I just wanted to -- I think you 


brought up electric and magnetic fields.  And I did 


bring that up as a topic that we do study and we 
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have studied in environmental assessments and other 


environmental impact statements.  And we will indeed 


study it in this environmental impact statement.  


We've found that there's -- you know, looking at 


research, there is -- there is little correlation 


between -- and I say little, so that leaves the door 


open -- that means that we still need to study this 


subject on whether there is indeed a correlation 


between magnetic and electric fields as it compares 


to leukemia, cancer or any other health problems.  


You know, we stated -- we stated before, you know, 


that there is no impact, the impact is little, there 


are no guidelines in Minnesota for magnetic fields.  


There is a guideline for electric fields, which is 


8 kilovolts; however, as you get far enough away 


from this line, that field drops drastically.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How far?  


MR. EK:  I don't have that information.  


It's in the permit application.  And if you want to 


see me afterwards, we can look that up.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How many lines?  


MR. EK:  We can't just be shouting out 


questions.  If you have a question, come up here and 


we can answer it so we can get it on record.  


Otherwise the transcriber is not going to be able to 
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get it on record.  


To answer the question on houses being 


75, 100 feet, there is no guideline in Minnesota.  


The guideline is you have a 150-foot right-of-way; 


you cannot have a structure within that 150-foot 


right-of-way.  So, therefore, you could have a 


structure right up to that right-of-way.  So I guess 


a number to put out there would be 75 feet.  


However, National Electric Safety Code says -- I 


don't know the number, but I believe it's extremely 


small, like 30 feet that a power line can be next to 


a structure.  However, that's never, ever considered 


during projects like this.  And we -- Minnesota does 


not have a guideline on 100 feet, 200 feet, 


300 feet.  However, it's been made very well known 


to us, to me through these meetings, that proximity 


to homes is a very, very important issue.  And it's 


something that we're going to look at and consider 


when we're looking at these alternative routes and 


so forth as well as electric and magnetic fields.  


As I was telling this young gentleman on 


stray voltage, this is a great opportunity for us in 


the EIS to update that old information, supplement 


it and make it better.  So this is a stronger EIS, 


and the people know exactly what these power lines 
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are.  


So hopefully that answers some of your 


questions.  But the EIS, that's what it's meant for.  


And your comments will be put into the EIS, and 


we'll take a look at that.  And I'm actually -- I'm 


actually really excited to look at that information 


again and beef it up quite a bit from past 


environmental assessments and EIS's we've done.  So 


thank you for your comment.  


MR. CALLAHAN:  I'm Dan Callahan, spelled 


C-A-L-L-A-H-A-N.  I'm a lifelong resident of the 


area, and I went to school near where this power 


line is proposed.  


A lot of comments have been said down the 


line, back and forth.  We all share the same 


concerns.  At a hearing about a year ago, I spoke up 


and said, it seems like this is inevitable.  What 


it's going to boil down to:  Where is it going to 


cross my property, how is it going to affect me as 


an individual?  The woman that preceded me, I'd like 


to say, okay, in answer to that 75 feet, maybe we'll 


just put up a little fence with a caution, do not 


cross line, so you don't stay on there.  If you do, 


don't linger too long.  


I'd like to give Mr. Ek some comments and 
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some pictures that I have taken of my property.  I 


have property in Section 22, Derrynane Township.  


I've spent most of my life developing that, getting 


it ready, a lot of nice things.  And one of the 


proposed routes goes right across where I'm planning 


to build.  It would literally destroy everything 


that I have worked for my whole life.  So I'm 


concerned.  


But I share the concerns of a lot of you 


here tonight, and I'm not going to bore you with all 


the details of what I have in my life because 


everybody has issues, everybody is concerned.  As 


far as energy down the road, with the Obamanomics 


we're moving into and eventually the Obama nation -- 


we don't want to say that too fast -- we are looking 


at maybe getting green.  And the future of coal is 


something that may not be viable because some of 


these environmentalists are saying I don't want to 


burn coal.  At any rate, there will be some form of 


energy that is going to be put along these lines, 


and there will be future needs for the power.  So 


we're going to be dealing with this.  This line may 


not be necessary right now, but I think down the 


road sooner or later we are.  


As far as eminent domain, when it 
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happens, it just happens.  They drop the poles in 


your yard, they try to make you feel good, they may 


give you a little money up front.  Bottom line is 


your property is destroyed forever.  Compensation 


may make you feel good for a little while, but your 


property is gone, your value is gone.  So as someone 


who loves the land, who's grown up on the land, 


who's been all over this piece of property and 


developed it, I want to see the birds fly and listen 


to them sing.  I don't want to listen to singing 


wires, snap, crackle and pop, whenever there's a 


thunderstorm, whenever there's humidity in the air, 


or be concerned about other things that may happen 


inside my body that I'm not aware of and down the 


road some study says, oh, yeah, you lived near that 


line, didn't you, that's why you're so screwed up.  


So I'll leave you with that, but I would 


encourage you, to Mr. Ek's office, to please contact 


him, flood him with information, be correct, be 


right, use all methods you have.  Phone.  They will 


get back you.  I've been working with CapX.  They're 


real good at getting back to you.  Phone them, 


e-mail them, send them documents.  Give them 


documents like I did.  Make sure you include some of 


the numbers that are in that mailing that you got 
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and on the website because, if you don't, those 


things have a tendency to get lost.  So make sure 


you either put it as a watermark or include it on 


every page that you send, and they will take it into 


consideration.  


Thanks for your time, everybody.  I 


appreciate it.  And I know some of you have been by 


my place.  I'll be heading for the meadow later.  


And I'll be in touch with you.  Thanks.  


MR. EK:  Thank you very much for your 


comment.  Just want to let you know, got your 


comment and we'll put it in the file.  And I can't 


stress enough what that gentleman said about 


submitting comments.  Very important.  Very, very 


important that I receive them.  Even reports or 


other information you might have about EMF.  Any 


information.  It doesn't have to be a comment.  If 


you want to send me a report that you've found, all 


of that is admissible, so please do send that.  


Next commenter, please.  If you can state 


and spell your name. 


MR. DAVIS:  Brad Davis, D-A-V-I-S.  I'm 


the planning director for Scott County, and I'm here 


to speak on behalf of the County Board of 


Commissioners.  A couple of them, I think, are still 
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in the audience tonight.  


The county commissioners and Scott County 


staff have taken a position on the proposed routes, 


and this morning the county board approved a 


resolution stating their position, and it passed 


unanimously.  So I'd like to read the resolution 


into the record and leave this resolution with you, 


Scott.  


The Resolution 2009-059; opposing the 


proposed routes for the CapX 2020 transmission line 


project and recommending a new alternate route.  


Whereas, CapX 2020 Utilities filed a 


route permit application with the Minnesota PUC on 


December 29th, 2008 for the Brookings County-Hampton 


345 kilovolt transmission line project based on the 


State's routing criteria and input received from 


interested stakeholders, including local government 


officials and landowners in the project area; and


Whereas, the filed Route Permit 


application identifies a preferred and alternate 


route, with segments of both passing through the 


southern half of Scott County; and


Whereas, the Minnesota Office of Energy 


Security has established advisory task force groups 


with a charge to A) identify site or route impacts 
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and issues of local concern that should be addressed 


further in the environmental review, and to B) 


identify alternative routes or substation locations 


that avoid negative impacts; and


Whereas, the Board of Scott County 


Commissioners have been contacted by landowners 


regarding objections to the proposed preferred and 


alternate route segments and have been notified in 


the form of resolutions adopted by Helena Township 


and Cedar Lake Township requesting that the county 


offer evidence to the state and CapX 2020 Utilities 


to ascertain impracticality of the proposed route 


along County Road 2 in both townships; 


Whereas, the Board of Scott County 


Commissioners finds that the preferred route 


alignment along County Highway 2 will result in 


significant impacts to the future planning of this 


road corridor which is identified as a future 


A-Minor arterial in the adopted Scott County 2030 


Comprehensive Plan Update and therefore will require 


major right-of-way expansion; 


Whereas, the Board of Scott County 


Commissioners finds that the proposed preferred 


route alignment from the Minnesota River crossing to 


Lake Marion Substation crosses more existing homes 
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and areas planned for more future homes than the 


proposed alternate route alignment; 


Whereas, the Board of Scott County 


Commissioners finds that the preferred route 


alignment along County Highway 2 will impact 


numerous properties within the MinnCan pipeline 


corridor, which creates undue hardship on future 


private development options for these landowners and 


impedes local government's ability to provide 


logical extensions of roads and other public 


infrastructure to serve that development;


Now therefore be it resolved by the Board 


of County Commissioners in and for the County of 


Scott, Minnesota, that the Office of Energy Security 


should consider and evaluate a new alternate 


transmission line route.  This new route should 


combine the preferred route segment from the 


Minnesota River crossing north of the city of 


Le Sueur to Section 15, Derrynane Township, combined 


with the proposed alternate route segment running 


from Derrynane Township east into Rice County and 


then north along the Interstate 35 corridor to the 


Lake Marion Substation.  This new alternate route 


will avoid the negative impacts and impracticalities 


as follows:  
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It will impact the least number of 


existing homes and avoid areas identified for 


planned future homes in the adopted Scott County 


2030 Comprehensive Plan; avoids significant impacts 


and future public costs for public right-of-way 


expansion within county road corridors in the 


adopted Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan, and 


alleviates undue hardship for numerous properties 


already affected by the State-approved MinnCan 


pipeline project.  


That passed today on a vote of five to 


zero and signed by the administrator.  And I want to 


enter that into the record.  


MR. EK:  Thank you very much.  And I will 


take that comment and put it into the record.  


Just like to say thank you.  We have not 


heard from counties or cities yet, and I was very 


curious as to why.  So it's good that they're 


finally responding.  


Next comment.  


MR. MEGER:  Steve Meger, M-E-G-E-R.  


I want to bring up another point that was 


brought up by going ahead and looking in the future 


where the roads are going to get built, because 


right now County Road 2 from 61 and 169 in the next 
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15, 20 years is going to get expanded.  Plus there's 


a road south of Montgomery that's going from 35W 


over to 169.  Those are the tracks you should pick 


up because those are the tracks that we're going to 


destroy the farmland when the road goes through, and 


then we could just put power lines right next to 


them so we don't go destroying all these homes on 


the way.  I mean, everybody's going to get affected, 


but there's something if we look in the future we 


can just get by without destroying a lot of 


families.  That's all I have to say.  


MR. EK:  Sir, just so I have that 


correct, you were suggesting going down County Road 


2 because it is going to be expanded in the future?  


MR. MEGER:  No, I'm suggesting you look 


at -- look at roads that are going to be in the next 


15 years expanded and go onto those roads because we 


don't have houses on those roads yet.  And you 


already -- that's the deal, the highways are going 


to destroy that land for your farming use, then put 


a power line right next to it and you're only doing 


it once. 


MR. EK:  I understand what you're saying, 


sir.  You're looking for -- looking for those 


existing rights-of-way and those -- 
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MR. MEGER:  Yes.


MR. EK:  -- those expanding 


rights-of-way? 


MR. MEGER:  Because they know where the 


roads are going the next 20 years.  They say 2 will 


run up to 169 and there will be a bypass from 35W 


over to 169 someplace.  I don't know where they are, 


but they do know where they are.  


MR. EK:  And that's why I said it was 


beneficial to hear from Scott County or Dakota or 


any of the counties and the cities, because then 


they'll let us know what their plans are and that's 


helpful.  Thank you.  


Yes, ma'am.  


MS. VIKLA:  My name is Margaret Vikla, 


V-I-K-L-A, and I live in Rice County, Wheatland 


Township, Section 21.  We're located about 


nine-tenths of a mile north of the proposed route on 


70th Street.  


My husband is a beekeeper.  He has about 


eight colonies of bees that have been in the area 


since about 1895.  And we would like to keep keeping 


bees.  And, as many of you know, there has been 


problems with colony collapse disorder, and they're 


blaming some of that onto some of these power lines 
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and things like that.  And we're just concerned 


about our livelihood, too, because that's our source 


of income.  


MR. EK:  I'd just like to say thank you, 


and, you know, I can't answer your question because, 


to be honest with you, that's a new one that's never 


come up.  And that will fall into the wildlife and 


the biological category.  Can't give you an answer 


on what transmission lines do to bee colonies and so 


forth, but it sounds to me to be very interesting 


and important to you, something we'll take a look 


at.  And now we have it in the record as a comment.  


So thank you.  


MS. SACKETT:  My name is Nancy Sackett, 


S-A-C-K-E-T-T.  I live in New Prague.  


I have a lot of questions, more than 


comments right now.  You can't hear me?  Is that 


better?  No, it's not better.  


One is I'd like to have Craig possibly 


clarify for me.  You had said that there's a 


difference between a 345 and a double circuit and 


calling it a 690.  Can you clarify that for me?  


MR. POORKER:  I can attempt.  Right now, 


what we have -- what we have proposed with this 


project between Lyon County Substation and Helena 
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Substation a double-circuit transmission line.  So 


two 345 kV lines on that.  And everything else 


was -- in the certificate of need was a single 


circuit.  However, that has been proposed by some 


intervenors in that certificate of need to upgrade 


everything and make it a double-circuit transmission 


line, double-circuit 345.  It's two 345 kV 


transmission lines, and it's -- electrically, you 


don't add them together to make up 690 kilovolts.  


That's not the way it works.  


And similarly, I guess you could say you 


have a couple appliances in your house, and you have 


one wire running 240 volts to your -- say, your 


range and maybe 240 volts to an electric dryer.  So 


you have two running side by side, two 240-volt 


lines.  That does not mean you can add those 


together and you have 480 volts.  So it's like two 


parallel roadways, you might say.  So it's not as 


simple as adding -- adding the two together.  That 


would be -- a 690-kilovolt line would be much, much 


larger than we have proposed.  


Thanks, Nancy. 


MS. SACKETT:  Don't go too far.  My 


questions and comments kind of jump around, so bear 


with me.  But reading Volume 1, Section 3, and how 
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do I get -- page 3-14, the top paragraph, it states, 


The maximum electric field associated with the 


Applicant's proposal measured at one meter above 


ground is calculated to be 3.73 kilovolts per meter.  


Is this calculation for a single 345 or a double?


Okay.  Can I just stand over here?  


MR. EK:  Stand over -- stand farther, 


yeah.


MS. SACKETT:  Get away from you?  All 


right.  We'll try it this way.  


So my question is, is this calculation 


for a single 345 kV or a double-circuit 35 kV (sic) 


and how would they differ?  


MR. POORKER:  Referring to the electric 


fields, there are charts in the application itself, 


and I think there should be a chart there for double 


circuits and there should be another chart for 


single circuit.  So I'm not sure which one that 


refers to.  And the same thing goes for magnetic 


fields.  There are charts in there.  You can 


determine that mathematically, what the magnetic 


fields are for a double-circuit line and also for a 


single-circuit line, and also distance out from the 


center line itself, too.  So I'm not sure.  I would 


have to look at that particular chart in the 
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application.  


MS. SACKETT:  If it was just for the 


single circuit, because we did find that a little 


bit later, how would it change?  I guess my concern, 


and we'll get into this, is that the school bus 


stops are going to be running right along -- the 


kids on County Road 2 particularly, because that's 


the area I know, wait for the bus there.  And so at 


one meter there will be 3.73 kilovolts of 


electricity running through their bodies?  


MR. POORKER:  That I am not sure about.  


I'm not an electrical engineer.  I wish I could 


answer that question for you, but I think that is 


something that definitely the State has to 


investigate and answer those -- that type of 


question in their environmental impact statement.  


MS. SACKETT:  So, Scott, do you research 


that or have somebody research that to find out that 


information?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, we'll take -- you're 


referring to the application and information in the 


application, correct?  Yeah, so we'll take that 


information when we put together the environmental 


impact statement, that 3 kilovolts or whatever, 


whatever it may be. 
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MS. SACKETT:  Right. 


MR. EK:  Electric fields, magnetic 


fields.  We'll vet that information in the 


application that was submitted.  We'll verify that 


that information.  We'll supplement that 


information.  We've hired -- the State's hired a 


third-party contractor to help us beef up that 


information and to ensure that we're following -- 


like I said, there was that 8-kilovolt guideline for 


electric fields.  So 3 kilovolts would be below 


that.  However, I can't tell you right -- you know, 


I'm no expert when it comes to health and so forth 


and what 3 kilovolts could do or could not do.  But 


it's something that now we know about and it's a 


concern to you.  And it's something we'd study 


anyhow.  But now we have a little more detailed 


information from you.  


But, yes, we'll -- we go through the 


information.  And we don't necessarily just take the 


information from the application and rubber stamp 


it.  We go through it, supplement it, look at new 


information and add to it and ensure it's correct.  


MS. SACKETT:  Okay.  So going back to the 


school buses being underneath the lines.  We know 


that the -- there's a lot of details and whatever, 
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so -- as far as the calculations and everything like 


that.  I would like to read something, again, from 


that same paragraph.  It states, The standard was 


designed to prevent serious hazards from shocks when 


touching large objects parked under the AC -- which 


is alternating current -- transmission lines of 500 


kV or greater.  A school bus is considered a large 


object; right?  So it's saying that you would 


reference to the eight, which is the standard, but 


you'd like it to be lower.  But at what point is it 


okay for school children to be under there?  So 


that's something that I guess you guys will 


research, right?  


MR. EK:  Correct.  Correct.  And just -- 


it's not a standard.  It's a guideline.  It's 


nothing that's set in a rule or anything.  It's 


something that's a guideline that's been used by the 


Public Utilities Commission, prior to them the EQB 


in a different proceeding.  So it's not an actual 


standard you can look up in rule, but you can look 


up in other permits -- in permit decisions.  But, 


yes, it's a good -- you have a very good point, and 


it's something we'll look at.  I can't answer that 


because I'm not an expert when it comes to that, 


but, yes.  So... 
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MS. SACKETT:  Okay.  So moving on.  How 


far away from the power lines do you have to be to 


have a 0 reading for EMF?  


MR. POORKER:  That is also a question I 


can't answer.  But, again, that -- there are charts 


in there, because it depends on what voltage it is, 


whether it's a single circuit or double circuit. 


MS. SACKETT:  It's 345 double-circuit.  


That's what we've got going up.


MR. POORKER:  I don't know how far out 


you have to be, I don't have the chart memorized.  


For those of you that have seen our applications, 


it's hundreds of pages.  But I -- a double-circuit 


line does have less magnetic field as opposed to a 


single-circuit transmission line.  When you get to 


the right-of-way line, it should be significantly 


lower because magnetic fields drop off very, very 


quickly as you move away from the line, probably to 


the point where it may be even less than what you 


have around some household appliances. 


MS. SACKETT:  That leads me to my next 


question as far as that when we'll start to have -- 


when is it proposed to have the second circuit 


started?  Because there is more EMF coming off when 


it's a single circuit still.
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MR. POORKER:  Right.  If the -- if the 


State does allow us to construct to a double-circuit 


capability, we don't know when that second circuit 


would be put on.  I think you're either referring to 


east of Helena Substation when that circuit would be 


put on.  It would have to be when it's needed, and 


it would have to go through the certificate of need 


to prove that that second circuit is indeed -- 


indeed needed. 


MS. SACKETT:  I didn't get to hear that 


whole answer, but we'll -- we can talk.  Can you 


explain the difference between EMFs and stray 


voltage?  


MR. POORKER:  I can attempt.  EMF is -- 


there are two things there.  It's electric field and 


magnetic field.  As stray voltage, it's usually a 


distribution issue that can be fixed by working 


through your electric co-op or your distribution 


company.  It usually affects some of the wiring that 


might be in a barn or something like that.  But 


probably what you're referring to, I would guess, 


may be induced current, and that's that excess 


electricity coming off the wires.  Is that what 


you're referring to, Nancy?  


MS> SACKETT:  I'm just trying to learn.
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MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Induced voltage is 


that -- there's electricity around, especially high 


around the wires, and it dissipates as it gets -- as 


you get further away from the wire.  But there's -- 


and we address it in the application, things like 


electric fences, pacemakers, things like that, 


people that have concerns about, that's from that 


excess electricity.  Or somebody mentioned the 


electric fence.  If your electric fence is shut off, 


you can get some of that induced current into those 


wires on there.  And you could possibly get a shock 


like you would get when you walk across the -- your 


carpeting in the wintertime.  And a way to alleviate 


that is to ground that electric fence when it isn't 


running.  So I think what you're referring to, 


Nancy, is the induced current, the extra electricity 


comes off of wires.  


MS. SACKETT:  Another concern that I had 


was about the groundwater contamination.  So I'm 


wondering, will the State regulate what kind of 


cement is used for the footings?  


MR. EK:  That's a good question.  That's 


a question for the Minnesota Pollution Control 


Agency. 


MS. SACKETT:  But you're here now. 
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MR. EK:  Right, right, right.  And I 


don't know.  I don't know what concrete that they 


require, the PCA requires, for inputting a 


transmission line and what impacts it would have on 


groundwater.  My best guess is that it would have 


none.  I've had -- I've put in wells before, and 


we've used Portland cement and other cement, and 


it's not been a problem.  But that's part of the PCA 


permit that would be required and -- and identified 


in our permit, if there was a permit issued, and 


then the PCA would have all that information in 


their permit.  I can't speak to what the PCA 


requires here because I'm not with the PCA, 


unfortunately.  But you can get back to me and we 


can figure that out.  Give me a call at the office 


and I can find out the answer to that question.  I'm 


sorry I can't answer it here tonight. 


MS. SACKETT:  And I don't expect you to 


know everything, by any means.  But you are our 


liaison to finding out these answers.  And as far as 


me calling you personally, I will do it.  I've spent 


many hours on this project free.  But I expect that 


you guys will know this information and check it 


out, because for me to go through or any of us to go 


through and read all that and double-check it is not 
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realistic.  And I don't think we should have to 


double-check.  That was how I got started with all 


this, is I talked to people who didn't know about it 


and people who aren't getting the mailings.  And I 


know somebody who didn't get a mailing regarding 


being denied for the task force.  Things will be 


missed.  But I need to know how not -- to make sure 


that doesn't happen so that things are not missed, 


because that's been an issue.  


Okay.  Going on to my next point, jobs.  


Will the lines be put in by people who work, live in 


Minnesota?  And is the State going to help regulate 


that so that -- we're fighting right now for our 


budget and to keep jobs in Minnesota and create jobs 


in Minnesota.  How are we going to ensure that these 


jobs are Minnesota people?  


MR. POORKER:  That I don't have a good 


answer for you right now, because we do have to let 


contracts -- eventually we'll have to let contracts.  


I can -- but there are people working on it now that 


are consultants or contractors working for us, and 


they are local -- local companies working on the 


project for us already.  But there is a lot of work 


to do.  There's survey work, there's design work and 


construction work.  And it's my hope -- like you, I 
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live in Minnesota as well.  I pay taxes.  I would 


hope it's people from Minnesota.  But can I promise 


that?  That's something that's out of my hands, 


certainly, but definitely something that the State's 


going to be interested in as well as the utility. 


MR. EK:  You know, I just hope you know 


this is -- sorry we don't have any answer, but at 


this point this is the information-gathering stage.  


We're trying to gather the information.  


Unfortunately, I'm not a wealth of knowledge on the 


whole project.  And that's the point of this 


scoping, is to get comments from the public, 


comments from you so we can go back, answer those 


questions in the environmental impact statement.  


So when we say we don't know, we're 


not -- we're not trying to avoid the question or be 


sly, it's just simply we don't know and -- because 


we're not experts on every little subject.  But I 


can tell you the subjects you bring up are being 


recorded, and we will go back and we will take a 


look at them and make sure they're addressed.  So 


this is more an information-gathering process of the 


whole stage. 


MS. SACKETT:  And that brings me to 


another point.  What will be the next meeting that 
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the public can come to?  Okay?  And we'll just start 


with that.  When... 


MR. EK:  Yeah, they're not scheduled yet.  


But when I put that flowchart up, it was the 


draft -- once the draft environmental impact 


statement's issued -- and I'm -- I'm guessing right 


around September.  We don't have a schedule yet 


because it's kind of flowing here as we go.  But -- 


so in September at that time there will be public 


meetings similar to this one here with comment -- 


opportunities for folks to comment.  And that's when 


you can ask those specific questions on why didn't 


the EIS cover that, and this information in the EIS 


doesn't seem correct.  And then you can put us on 


the spot because we've already had done our research 


and so on and so forth.  So that will be after we've 


done the research, after we've received the 


comments, and then you can put us on the spot. 


MS. SACKETT:  Okay. 


MR. EK:  That would be around September, 


October, in the fall.  


MS. SACKETT:  And from there our comments 


would be -- you would go back and look at them and 


edit the EIS as needed?  


MR. EK:  Correct.  Correct.  We'd address 
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your comments, and may go into what's called the 


final EIS, and your comments would be addressed in 


the final.  And so the draft and the final together 


would be the complete EIS. 


MS. SACKETT:  Where and how would we get 


ahold of a draft of the EIS prior to that September 


possible meeting?  


MR. EK:  Be sure to put -- get your name 


on the mailing list, and we'll let you know when 


it's available.  And I guess we haven't gotten that 


far as to how we'll get it out to folks.  But we 


will get it out to folks, be it on our website, be 


it by CD, be it by hard cover, however it may be.  


But definitely get on the website because you will 


be notified when it is available.  And then we can 


go from there on getting it out to you.  


MS. SACKETT:  I'm looking over my 


questions here.  One thing I definitely want to get 


into the record is this report (indicating).  I 


don't know if you have a copy.  You do?  


MR. EK:  I do. 


MS. SACKETT:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Do you want to keep it?  


MS. SACKETT:  Sure, it was 80-some pages 


to print off.  But I can e-mail you the address.  So 
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how -- you have the report.  Do you read it?  Do you 


pull out what you feel is important?  How does that 


process work?  


MR. EK:  No, we read the report.  And 


actually there's an updated report, and maybe I can 


meet with you after. 


MS. SACKETT:  Sure.


MR. EK:  And have an updated report to 


that one -- 


MS. SACKETT:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- that you could look at as 


well.  No, we read through the report and take all 


of the information.  We're not just taking little 


bits and pieces.  We're making sure what's in the 


report is put down in the environmental impact 


statement correctly.  No, I -- I'm an honest guy.  


Hey, it's all I can say.  We do what we can do to 


make the best possible EIS that informs permit 


decisions as well as informs citizens.  So...


MS. SACKETT:  Going back to the 


certificate of need and the meetings next Wednesday, 


Thursday, you said that they're not open for public 


comment, so people can go and listen.  If they are 


an intervening party, they would be able to comment, 


which means that they could be a member of UCAN?  
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MR. EK:  You're correct, there is 


Wednesday -- it's oral arguments.  And I'm no 


lawyer, so I don't know how that all goes.  But, 


yes, they're -- I think people who have intervened 


and who have been part of the process for the last 


two or three years, yes, they receive oral -- they 


have their opportunity for oral arguments on 


Wednesday, and the Commission listens to all that 


Wednesday.  But the public can't come up and speak.  


It's just those folks who have been involved.  And 


then Thursday, essentially the Commission just sits 


there and will deliberate, and you can listen and 


hear what they have to say about the need process 


and would hopefully that day come to a decision on 


the need.  So, yes, you're right, there are oral 


arguments, but it's not an opportunity for just the 


public members to come in and raise their hand and 


say things.  


MS. SACKETT:  But if they want to become 


a member of UCAN, they would be an intervening party 


and they would have that right, So I'm pretty sure 


on that.  I can clarify that later.  


Okay.  If someone was to get shocked from 


these lines, who is liable, the homeowner or Xcel or 


Great River Energy?  Whose home -- whose insurance 
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does that fall on if somebody gets injured from a 


shock?  


MR. POORKER:  Well, these lines are 


constructed so that you should not get a shock.  I 


mean, I think you're talking if somebody comes in 


contact with the wires.  That would certainly be 


dangerous.  It's something you don't want to touch.  


As far as getting a shock, I can't imagine that 


there would be a shock strong enough to injure 


somebody coming out of -- coming from the induced 


voltage.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you answer the 


question?  


MR. EK:  Here it is.  What I think -- 


what Craig is trying to say is the shock, it's -- if 


there was a shock, it would be small, it would not 


injure somebody.  But at the same time, if you have 


some guy climbing the pole and touching the lines, I 


don't know, that would be a whole different story 


and get into legal matters.  But just to let folks 


know, we are -- as part of the permit, there's a 


complaint procedure, a complaint form that when 


you're on the mailing list you will receive, you 


know, the permit and the complaint form and so 


forth.  And as a matter of fact, we've looked at the 
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complaint form and we're beefing that up as well for 


this project.  So if somebody does get shocked, that 


would be something you could likely put down in a 


complaint form and it would be sent to the Public 


Utilities Commission and then they would follow 


through with that.  And to be honest with you, I 


don't know how that works from that point.  But I 


know the landowner, homeowner, whomever, would have 


an opportunity to, you know, submit that -- that 


complaint form to the PUC.  I don't know where the 


PUC takes that complaint and if they go to the 


utility or what it may be.  But we are beefing up 


that complaint form as well to make it more friendly 


and available for citizens.  


MS. SACKETT:  Regarding adjacent 


properties, monetary compensation will be given to 


the property owners whose land the transmission line 


footings are in; but if the adjacent property has a 


home close to the line, shouldn't they be able to 


have the Buy the Farm Act as well?  Do you want me 


to repeat that?  Okay.  So whoever's footing -- 


whoever's property the footing of the transmission 


line is going in receives the monetary compensation.  


Somebody who is adjacent to that line will get 


nothing, even though they may -- their home may even 
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be closer to the line than the person who owns the 


property.  So I'm asking, shouldn't they be able to 


use the Buy the Farm Act at that point?  


MR. POORKER:  That's -- I think you're 


asking a legal question that -- it's hard for me to 


answer that.  But let me tell you a little bit about 


easement acquisition.  It's not just where the pole 


goes.  It's 75 feet on each side of the center line 


of the transmission line.  That is where we have to 


get the easement.  So even if you do not have a pole 


on your property, there are wires going over your 


property, over your private property, we have to get 


an easement across anybody that we go over, whether 


you have a pole on there or not.  


As far as acquiring easements from 


adjacent landowners, there is nothing that requires 


us to do that, but that is something that we do 


wrestle with and we do understand.  My boss and I 


talk about that very issue.  So we've had 


discussions on that -- on that very issue.  As far 


as the Buy the Farm Act, there is a statute out 


there that if we are going to cross your property 


and you want us to buy you out, there is legislation 


that does do that.  There is a statute that does 


allow that.  
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MR. EK:  Nancy, we have other folks just 


comment and ask -- there should be a time limit.  


You know, there's other folks that do want to 


comment.  So if you want to get with me after the 


comment period or give me -- we can go over your 


sheet of questions.  But I think it's only fair to 


allow these other folks to comment as well. 


MS. SACKETT:  I don't appreciate that.  I 


don't.  I've worked very hard on this, and this is 


my time in front of the public.  And I'm sorry that 


there's a line behind me.  Okay?  But Scott Ek said 


that he would be here until everybody got to ask 


what they need to ask.  It doesn't matter if it's 


8:00 or not.  This is your one chance to get in 


front of these people and to see what they know and 


what they'll give you answers to.  So if you want to 


stand up here and tell him your personal things, 


that's fine.  Okay?  But -- so thanks.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You did great.  


Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, Nancy.  


If you could state and spell your name, 


please. 


MS. TERI POLSON:  I'm Teri Polson, 


T-E-R-I, P-O-L-S-O-N.  This is my husband Dave and 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


60


my daughter Erica, E-R-I-C-A.  


We live on County Road 2 right where the 


MinnCan project went through.  And I just have 


questions on the safety, the wisdom and the security 


of putting those two lines right together.  Has any 


study been done where they even overlaid the two 


maps to see how many properties are both of these 


going through or -- our property, we've got ten 


acres and the electric line's supposed to go through 


our front yard.  The MinnCan pipeline is adjacent to 


our property, immediately behind our property.  So 


we're kind of stuck in the middle.  But I just -- I 


question, is there any safety issues of having the 


two right together?  Any concerns that way?  And 


even national security issues of having those two 


major energy sources that close together that one 


bomb could take them both out?  I'm -- I know that's 


a wild situation, but it's a concern.  I live right 


there with both of them right there.  And our farm, 


we really worked hard to build it up, to make it a 


good place for our kids to ride their horses.  And 


my daughter has some concerns about the side of that 


with the horses. 


MS. ERICA POLSON:  Yeah, the power line 


would be running right through a front pasture where 
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we have horses running free range, and I don't know 


how that would affect them.  And that pasture also 


doubles as a riding arena.  And I have little 


brothers that ride, are learning to ride high-speed 


horse events, and we ride out in that pasture as 


practice.  And I'm very concerned about -- I mean, 


any little mishap problem at all, I mean, horses can 


do weird things sometimes.  And if there was to be a 


problem out there with a novice rider on a horse and 


the horse gets out of control, and a big metal post 


in the middle of that arena could be a serious 


safety issue, could harm the horse or even my little 


brothers.  And so that has been a major concern for 


me, just the safety of that.  


MR. POLSON:  I had a couple of things.  


First, I just want to reiterate one of the comments 


about the process being flawed.  And I think Nancy's 


left, but I wanted to thank Nancy.  If it wasn't for 


the hard work of my neighbors bringing this to my 


attention, I would have never known that this was 


happening.  I did not receive these mailings.  I 


know you guys were very proud of your process and 


had the graphs and so forth, and it might be very 


hard to admit to yourself that this process is 


flawed.  This thing is plowing right through in 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


62


front of my house, and I -- up to a couple of weeks 


ago, I didn't know.  And the fact that I wouldn't be 


notified is unacceptable.  


I also wanted to reiterate that I fully 


support this Scott County resolution.  I want to 


thank the hard work for those guys in Scott County.  


Sounds like a lot of the other counties haven't done 


it, and so it's a blessing to live here in Scott 


County.  And especially the part -- and maybe this 


is biased on my part.  But especially the part about 


those of us who have already been whacked by our 


property values with MinnCan, to come back and have 


to get whacked a second with this is financially 


devastating to us.  And I think that's immoral to do 


that to the same people twice.  


And then the third one is I wish you guys 


would come with better answers.  You know, I wasn't 


going to get into this; I wrote this at the very 


end.  But this question about the shock was an 


excellent question.  We live in Minnesota.  We get 


ice storms, for goodness sakes.  We've all seen 


pictures of power lines coming down, and it happens.  


And to -- so that was an excellent question about 


when these things happen, when these power lines 


come down, what happens then?  And when people get 
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hurt, you know, whether horses or livestock or 


whatever, when these things come down on our 


livestock, those are excellent questions.  And I 


would like to believe that you guys were prepared to 


talk about those questions instead of always giving 


this same answer, well, we don't know. 


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  And, 


sir, I just want to make sure that you had signed up 


on the sheet, then, before you came in. 


MR. POLSON:  Yeah.  I signed -- I signed 


up on there.  I'm on the website.


MR. EK:  Good.  Good.


MR. POLSON:  I'm all plugged in now, but 


a month ago I had no idea.  


I'm sorry.  I'm all plugged in now.  I'm 


on the website, thanks to Nancy and others.  But a 


month ago I had no idea, and this thing is going 


through my front yard.  It's crazy.


MR. EK:  I apologize for that.  And then 


to answer your question about the pipeline, I do 


believe the maps show the pipeline as well as the 


proposed transmission lines -- 


MR. POLSON:  Yeah.


MR. EK:  -- on the maps.  I think that 


was one of your questions that you asked, whether 
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the layers were there?


MR. POLSON:  I didn't see it.  I asked.


MR. EK:  Okay.  And then also, just last 


night a gentleman brought up the question you had 


about the pipeline right-of-way and its proximity to 


a proposed transmission line right-of-way.  And 


that's a new subject that had never come up ever 


before either.  And I'm sure they can't overlap, but 


it's something now that --


MR. POLSON:  They cross.


MR. EK:  It's somewhat similar to the bee 


issue.  It's something, you know, we've really never 


looked at before.  So now that's two people who have 


brought that up.


MR. POLSON:  There are a lot more here 


have that same issue.


MR. EK:  Good.  Great.  So that's 


something we can be sure to put that in the EIS, 


then.  Thank you.


MR. KRASS:  My name is Rod Krass.  I'm 


here representing Tom and Kim Purdin (phonetic), who 


are in the preferred route and are here opposing 


this project and wanting it to go away but, knowing 


the realities of the situation, have a good number 


of concerns.  
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One of the things I want to make certain 


everyone here understands about the process that's 


going to occur and is going to affect you, because 


I've represented 55 of the landowners who were -- 


had property taken by MinnCan for the oil line.  And 


in 2006 the Minnesota legislature passed new 


condemnation laws giving property owners certain 


rights they never had before, good rights.  For 


instance, there was always an allowance of only $500 


for an appraisal.  You can't get an appraisal for 


$500 for condemnation purposes.  The legislature 


increased it to 5,000.  


They also said no more of this business 


of condemners low-balling property owners.  If the 


property owner goes to a hearing and gets 40 percent 


more than was offered, they get attorney's fees.  


That's the penalty.  There were relocation benefits 


given now that never existed before, business 


interruption benefits that were never given before.  


And those new rights exist when the State of 


Minnesota takes your property, when the county, the 


city, the school district, the HRA -- when they take 


your property, you have all of those rights.  


But guess what?  The private utilities, 


with their ability to hire people to lobby the 
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legislature, got exempted.  None of those rights 


will exist for anybody in this room whose property 


is taken in this project.  


Now, a group of us went to the 


legislature this winter and spring and attempted to 


get that law changed.  Some of the people who worked 


hard on that are standing in this room.  We were 


unsuccessful.  The legislature just didn't seem 


interested, didn't think it was a big deal.  And I 


want to say this to you:  Shame on everybody in this 


room who doesn't go home tonight or tomorrow and 


write their state senator, their state 


representative, and the governor of this state 


saying, enough of this.  We should have the same 


rights when private, profit-making utilities take 


our land as we do when the government takes our 


land.  We ought to get compensated based on our 


loss, not based on who takes our land.  


That law is never going to get passed 


until people like you let your legislators know this 


is unacceptable and you want the same rights if your 


property is taken for this utility as you would have 


if the State of Minnesota took your property.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  
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If you would state and spell your name, 


sir. 


MR. DOCKEN:  I'm Jeff Docken, and that's 


spelled D-O-C-K-E-N.  I'm a farmer, and that's 


spelled E-I-E-I-O.  I also am Fifth District Rice 


County Commissioner, and that's spelled several 


different ways on any given day of the week.  


So, as we heard today or this evening, 


Rice (sic) County passed a resolution opposing the 


line going through Scott County.  They also say that 


they have an alternative route, and some of the 


townships were mentioned by the gentleman who was 


reading the resolution.  


First of all, my question is is has 


anybody seen the map of this alternative route that 


they're proposing?  Second of all, could Rice County 


please get a copy of that map?  We'd like to know 


where you're thinking that it should go.  We at Rice 


County have all the same concerns you do at Scott 


County.  I would expect a resolution with as many 


whereases as Scott County has by next week coming 


from Rice County.  At our very first meeting of the 


task force I said I don't want this to get to be a 


north versus south route.  And I can see it's 


quickly becoming that.  That's my -- that's my 
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feeling.  I know Scott County doesn't want it.  


Guess what, Rice County doesn't either.  We have all 


exactly the same concerns as Scott County has.  


On a personal level, I am on Chester 


Avenue, which intersects with 57th Street, so I'm a 


quarter mile from where the line goes.  A couple of 


questions.  


First of all, does it affect the 


pacemaker?  That is a serious question.  My dad cuts 


hay for me.  So he will be cutting underneath them 


lines.  I can't see any other way around it.  So do 


I need to fire him?  


Second question is, will my cows graze 


underneath these lines if it's pasture?  


Third question is, will it affect my 


organic status?  


MR. EK:  The pacemaker issue we've looked 


at in other environmental assessments and EIS's and 


have found that there is -- that there is the 


potential for the older pacemakers.  I don't know 


them by name.  I think Uni -- by Unipolar, I think 


it's the older ones.  We've spoken with Medtronic 


and Guidant, and the newer pacemakers that have come 


out are not impacted by the electric and magnetic 


fields, from the information we've received from 
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them.  And we've had that documented in other 


environmental assessments and so forth.  


For the cows grazing underneath the 


lines, I'm sure they're free to graze underneath the 


lines. 


MR. DOCKEN:  Will they?


MR. EK:  I'm sure they will.  I guess I 


don't know.  I'm not a cow.  But I'm sure they will 


graze underneath the lines.  


And your question on organics.  I know 


you brought that up before.  It's something we're 


going to look into because I don't -- to be honest 


with you, I don't know what the criteria is for a 


farm to be considered organic and how a transmission 


line plays into those criteria that -- but you 


brought that up at the ATF, and I know it's going to 


be in the notes that we have coming up for the next 


one.  And it's something I found interesting and 


we're going to take a look at to find out what 


exactly is the criteria for a farm to be considered 


organic and whether transmission lines do indeed 


play into that criteria.  So... 


MR. DOCKEN:  Just one more question.  


That's about Sky Harbor Air Park.  We are pretty 


close with the line to that.  And if there's some of 
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the poles that will be 175 feet, I'm not sure -- 


it's on approach and landing, whether or not that 


will affect that or not either.  So that's one of 


the things I'd like in the record too.  


MR. EK:  Would you know a little bit more 


about Sky Harbor?  I do know we -- I know one part 


of this process is we do have to talk with MnDOT and 


FAA on when it comes to the placement of these 


transmission lines and the flight and safety zones 


of each of these airports, be it small ones, large 


ones, whatnot.  As a matter of fact, I believe my 


supervisor is meeting today about that particular 


issue with MnDOT for an airport.  And so we do look 


into that.  They have restrictions on pole heights.  


And I'm sure it depends on the type of airport, the 


type of aircraft that are flying out of that 


airport, so on and so forth.  So, yeah, it's 


something we look at.  And it's one of the agencies 


that are required to work with the Department of 


Commerce on this EIS to make sure that this route 


isn't going near an airport or through a safety zone 


of an airport that would impact the airport.  


MR. DOCKEN:  Just to clarify, we are in 


the record of -- or in the last minutes from ATF 


that it was 20 planes.  Actually it's 70-plus planes 
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from that airport, so it's not -- and they are all 


small planes, but it is not small.  So, thank you, 


Scott. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


State and spell your name. 


MS PRCHAL:  I'm Jody Prchal, P-R-C-H-A-L.  


I'm a co-owner of Czech (phonetic) Country Farms 


south of New Prague.  We are on the southern 


alternate route running from south of Union Hill 


north of Heidelberg, south of New Prague, north of 


Lonsdale.  


My comments relate to this particular 


section south of Highway 19; but, for the record, I 


am also greatly opposed to Le Sueur crossing route 


that was chosen as well.  I am on the task force and 


I've met a lot of people, talked to a lot of people, 


and we put together their stories of impact over 


here.  I wasn't going to go into the north versus 


south aspects of this either, and I'm glad that Jeff 


talked about Rice County is going to be doing their 


resolution, and I'm one of the representatives of Le 


Sueur County.  So when you say you don't want it 


there and name the alternate route as being the 


southern one, well, that's us.  So I wasn't going to 


stand here and say this is what I -- we feel that it 
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shouldn't go our way.  There's numbers as far as 


homes, there's numbers as far as number of poles 


that take more resources.  I think this whole 


project is wasting of natural resources.  I have 


issues as far as the whole need for this as well, 


but a lot of that has been said already.  


I think alternatives should be taken into 


account.  There's talk of this Green Power Express 


that's even a bigger project that no one really 


seems to know what it's about.  There's already talk 


about CapX Phase 2, and we're battling today over 


Phase 1.  So it seems like maybe the state needs to 


look at this and slow things down and figure out 


what we do need and then how to do it.  


More efforts to recycle and stop filling 


the landfills with things that take energy to make 


and trying to conserve what we do have should be of 


utmost importance to the state of Minnesota.  It 


seems like the utilities are all trying to do their 


own thing, and maybe they need to all work together.  


There was a comment about, you know, the 


children.  There's children in all of the counties, 


there's bus stops all over the country, all over the 


countryside.  We all have concerns.  This is going 


to be a huge environmental footprint on our earth, 
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on the people who live here.  If the line is truly 


needed, they need to take the most direct route 


wherever it may be, use existing right-of-way to 


avoid the century farms, natural areas, businesses 


and landowners, while maintaining prime ag land.  


And maybe it needs to be looked at is 


where is this power going?  What is it for?  Is it 


for the Twin Cities?  Does it need to be closer to 


the Twin Cities?  And that's things that need to be 


addressed, which I haven't really heard the answers 


to that.  The city of New Prague, you know, it's 


made up of both Scott and Le Seuer Counties.  So I 


guess just keep us in mind and help support us, too.  


I'm speaking for the past generations who 


settled in the rural areas and for the land that has 


no voice and for the future generations that will 


have to live with all this someday.  


I urge all of you to visit the display of 


impact stories we've set up, add your name to the 


e-mail list, and we'll get you information on how 


you can make your voice heard.  There's also form 


letters if you want to fill one out, take it home 


with you, mail it.  If you want to give it to me, 


I'm on the task force and I'll be meeting in 


Henderson two more times in April, and I'll take it 
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there and we'll talk about it and bring it up.  So 


they're over on the table over there.  And if you 


have any questions, our e-mails are on there.  I'm 


working with people from Lonsdale and all throughout 


this area in the southern part of the route.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  I just want to add, 


again, that was a perfect and effective comment, all 


the comments you made.  That's exactly the kind of 


items we want to hear, very specific such as that.  


So that's just an example to you folks on kind of 


what we'd like to see and hear.  Great.  Thank you 


very much. 


MS. HOY:  My name is Anna Hoy, H-O-Y.  


Okay.  Bear with me, I'm horrendously nervous.  I 


don't normally talk in front of adults.  


I live about six miles west of 


New Prague.  My husband and I have a small hobby 


farm where I run a home day care.  I have two sons 


of my own and about eight to ten other kids I have 


every day of the year.  


This power line -- you know, like Jody 


said, north versus south, I don't want to go into 


that either; but, unfortunately, it happens.  We're 


on the alternate route.  Our house is tagged as one 
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of the houses that's 75 to 175 feet.  I just got my 


map printed out tonight, and the line comes south of 


the road, right in my front yard or over my house.  


Not something I'm really looking forward to.  


So my business is to care for children.  


I not only teach them, but I protect them and take 


care of them while they're in my care.  With these 


lines so close, you know, the children will be 


exposed to the EMF rays -- or fields, excuse me, and 


the stray voltage.  That's a huge thing for me.  


That's my biggest concern.  I'll deal with wherever 


the line has to go; but when it comes to the safety 


of the children, I'm not going to deal with that.  


That's just not acceptable.  The EMFs are given off 


constantly.  They'll never decrease.  I know that 


they'll only increase, being that more power is 


needed.  My kids play outside three-quarters of the 


time.  We live outside.  We live on a farm.  I have 


all boys in my care.  They are true boys.  


I'm concerned about the long-term health 


risks for these kids.  I take them for walks every 


day.  They either walk, they ride, or I pull them in 


our little red wagon.  We follow the lines, we're 


going to go under the lines, and it's just -- the 


concern is the shocks.  You know, they say don't 
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park your cars under them because of the shock.  


Well, am I not supposed to walk under the lines, 


along them, in my own yard because of this?  Do I 


need to drag a chain behind my little red wagon with 


my toddlers in it?  


I'm not sure that the risks, you know, 


that you're willing to put towards any of us, 


especially children, is worth it.  Move the line, 


help push it north of our road to the thousand feet.  


Even then we'd be much, much safer.  And it's a 


fact.  In your own books you have, you know, that 


there's, you know, there is concern.  It's not 


enough to regulate aggressive investigations, but 


it's a concern.  


I know that, you know, with -- sorry, I 


totally lost my train of thought.  


EMFs increase the risk of activating 


diseases that you may already have.  Childhood 


leukemia is a big thing.  And any time a person 


Googles EMFs, that's the first issue that's brought 


up.  There's no clear case stating that, no, it 


doesn't cause it.  Yet California, they made a law 


that these lines have to be so far away because of 


those risks.  In Anoka County I know that the 


electric lines were rerouted to miss schools and 
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golf courses.  So why wouldn't you reroute these 


away from residential places?  You know, I got to 


imagine people and children are much more important 


than golf.  Maybe that's my own opinion, but it 


really is.  


What about the stray voltage?  I've heard 


a few people mention it.  Actually, you've mentioned 


it on a few times, but nobody's really said 


anything.  You know, according to your book, a small 


current passed through a person's body to the 


ground.  Maybe, it's a potential.  Well, you know, 


that will be accompanied by a small shock, spark, or 


mild shock.  Like I said, you park under those 


lines, every time you touch a vehicle you get 


shocked.  And I know this because my dad did 


construction for years.  I parked next to him.  I 


visited him, zap.  He'd get zapped.  It's not fun, 


it gets annoying, and I'm not going to put my 


children or other people's children that I care for 


through that.  


You know, it says in your book that the 


farmers should drag a chain behind their equipment 


to ground themselves, that when you're watering -- 


when the farmers and their giant water things -- 


sorry, I don't know what they're called -- their 
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irrigation system needs to have a chain touching 


them.  Or your electric fence that will hold a 


charge.  Well, I have an electric fence.  You know, 


I don't farm my land, but I watch farmers.  I had my 


boys all -- have -- they're all infatuated with 


tractors and everything else.  And when they get the 


chance to ride in the tractor from the farms around 


us, they will.  They jump at that.  I don't want to 


worry that when they -- when that farmer stops that 


they're going to -- he's going to jump out, he's 


going to drop.  I don't want to worry that my kids 


are going to run out, jump up in the tractor and get 


zapped.  It's just a huge concern, you know.


And like that other lady had said, the 


power line runs right across our driveway.  My kids 


get on the school bus every day, rain or shine.  


They will for years upon years upon years.  And when 


my kids are gone, you know, God willing, I'll be 


working still and having more kids -- maybe not 


mine, but day care.  Do I have to ground their 


umbrellas?  It just -- there's so many what ifs 


about it.  And their health factors are enormous.  


You can say you don't know, but why take the chance?  


Why is it worth it?  You know, these kids are our 


future.  Put yourself at risk before them.  Any 
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parent knows that.  


Sorry.  That's all I've got to say.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  And, 


again, as I said, you brought up the EMF.  We have 


studied that before, and we have found in the 


studies there is little risk with the magnetic 


fields.  I suggest -- there's a WHO fact sheet, WHO 


fact sheet 322, you go on the Internet and there 


will be plenty of sites that point to the World 


Health Organization fact sheet on EMF.  You're 


correct, there is no concrete proof that it does or 


does not, but they have determined that the risk is 


little.  What little means, I don't know.  What that 


means to me, little means that it should still be 


studied more, and that's exactly what we plan to do.  


And that's exactly, I think, something the State of 


Minnesota should plan to do and beef up in this 


environmental assessment, and maybe in general.  


This needs to be taken a look at, and we plan to do 


that.  


Stray voltage, the power lines -- you 


are -- I can say you are safe from being zapped.  


You can't go under them and be zapped.  There would 


be circumstances if there's a grounding issue, if 


something wasn't grounded properly.  I know there 
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was a -- in the Cities there was a bike path or a 


walking path that was near a transmission line, and 


you got zapped.  Reason why, it hadn't been grounded 


properly when it was installed.  The problem was 


fixed though with proper grounding.  So that 


shock -- that shock issue you're talking about, we 


believe it's not a factor.  But we still will study 


it.  Yes.  Yes.  


And one other item you brought up is the 


line was -- you said it was close to your home?  


MS. HOY:  My house is within 200 feet of 


the road. 


MR. EK:  Right.  So what I -- I said 


earlier that route permits get very specific.  You 


could -- you could say I would like that line on 


what would be the north side of your road.  


MS. HOY:  Pushing it a thousand feet 


away. 


MR. EK:  Yeah, you could write that, get 


a map and actually draw that in and submit it as a 


comment, and we'll take a look at that and consider 


that.  That's what I mean when we get very detailed.  


We'll do that for windbreaks for farmers, you know, 


those windbreaks have been there for years, so of 


course you'd want to go around those as well.  So 
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why not -- it is possible for these lines to jump 


the road to avoid landowners, obstacles, whatever it 


may be; and we'll definitely look at that.  And I 


suggest you put that in as a comment.  Thank you. 


MS. SALABA:  Hello.  My name is 


Delores Salaba, S-A-L-A-B-A.  I was not going to 


talk, but I heard something that I just had to come 


and try to correct it.  


I live in Section 22, Wheatland Township, 


Rice County.  We're on the alternate route.  Our 


farm runs along Highway 19, so we'd have a nice row 


of poles running there.  We have five sons, nine 


grandsons, three granddaughters.  Our farm is more 


than a century farm.  It's 134 years.  


But Brad Davis threw out a number that I 


do not agree with pertaining to the Scott County 


resolution.  And this is documented in the CapX 


book.  He said there are more homes in the preferred 


colony than the alternate route.  In the book it 


says there are 436 homes in the preferred route and 


486 in the alternate.  Now, if Mr. Davis wants to 


argue with me, he can come right ahead.  But it's in 


the CapX book.  


And that's all I have to say.  Everybody 


else has really done a good job.  Thank you.  
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MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name. 


MR. HUSEBY:  Steve Huseby, H-U-S-E-B-Y.  


I'm on the proposed route or -- it really doesn't 


matter.  


But I'm an electrical engineer, power 


engineer, done it all my life.  So I'm your best 


advocate and your worst nightmare all wrapped up in 


one pretty package.  I'm also not a real good 


speaker, but I do want to throw out a few things.  


This project is important for anybody that has 


electricity in their home, which is, I would guess, 


all of us.  There is no winner.  This is going to 


happen.  It's going to go somewhere, someplace, 


sometime, whether it's the alternate, the preferred, 


a third, a tertiary or a fourth route.  It doesn't 


matter.  It's going to go somewhere.  


It's a complex project.  These guys have 


been working on this for a long time, and hats off 


to you.  It's a difficult project.  These projects 


are very difficult to get through and make everybody 


happy, and not everybody will.  


I'm a master electrician.  I'm a 


contractor.  I work in the power industry.  I work 
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in wind turbine erection.  We do a predominant 


amount of business in areas of the state, which, 


ironically or coincidentally, have great wind 


regimes and build a lot of turbines where you can 


get a lot of power.  


There's a problem.  There's no way to get 


it to where you need it.  If you want green, you got 


to get it to where you use it.  And I don't know, 


but maybe you can tell me, is this project taking 


any of the Buffalo Ridge power, any of the power in 


the southwest state to where metro is, to deliver, 


so to speak, that green power to where the power is 


used?  And if you want to step in on that. 


MR. EK:  Yes, you're correct, that is an 


aspect of this line. 


MR. HUSEBY:  That being the case, it's 


just a plain fact, you know, we all want to be 


green, but there's a cost to it, and there is no 


winner.  


There is a thing they call power 


delivery.  It's called wheeling power.  You're 


delivering it from one place to another.  This thing 


is no more than a big pipeline.  The comparison I 


like to make to people that don't really understand 


EMF or stray voltage and all that, it's a 
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high-pressure pipeline.  The higher the voltage, the 


higher the pressure.  


Now, where is your electrical engineer 


tonight?  There's a lot of questions about what is 


this EMF?  What is this, how dangerous, how close, 


how this, how that?  And I hear a lot of I think, I 


know, I might, I do, whatever.  You guys owed us 


somebody technically literate.  Nothing against 


either of you, all of you.  You've done a great job.  


They've done a great job.  They have a hard job.  


But we have questions that are technically 


difficult.  And these guys are doing the best they 


can, but in the future you need a spark here.  You 


need somebody that can answer those tough questions 


and say this is how it is, this is how it is.  


There's a reason that this pipeline -- 


what they like to call stray voltage, it leaks.  


That's it, it leaks.  It's not perfect.  Any 


pipeline.  The Alaskan pipeline, if you've read up 


on that.  What goes in point A does not come out 


point B.  It goes everywhere.  It goes to earth.  It 


goes through things to earth.  You guys have 


referenced studies on 8-kV lines that you kind of 


have some background on.  What -- this is a 345-kV 


line?  
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MR. EK:  The 8 kV reference was the 


electric field that -- the guideline that the state 


uses for underneath these high-power lines. 


MR. HUSEBY:  Yeah.  So it's more of a 


state thing than it is -- 


MR. EK:  It's a guideline.  


MR.  HUSEBY:  Yeah, a guideline.  Let's 


all keep in relation what an 8-kV line is to a 


345-kV line.  Divide 345 by 8 kV, it's a garden hose 


to the Alaskan pipeline.  It's a big difference.  In 


my opinion, they don't really apply.  It's a 


different -- whole different scenario.  So what is 


called stray voltage is what's leaking out of that 


line.  Again, I think I -- for future meetings, I 


think you guys really need an expert on that subject 


because that seems to be a big topic with these 


people is let's get some real facts on it.  


If any of you know hydraulics and if you 


have a pinhole leak in a high-pressure hydraulic 


line, the last thing you want to do is put your hand 


over it, because it will cut your hand off.  A 


pinhole leak in a high-pressure line is dangerous.  


This is a high-pressure line.  Small leaks are 


dangerous.  Precautions will be taken, but don't 


miss -- don't underestimate it.  
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One circuit versus two circuits, yeah, 


there are some cancellation effects that happen when 


you throw another circuit in.  The magnetization 


takes effect, and there all sorts of issues with 


that.  Again, technically, somebody who could speak 


to the technology of this would be important.  


Again, nobody wins.  Again, the stray 


voltage is all about a safe distance.  I think 


everybody should consider this:  There will be 


compensations made for the right-of-way, your land 


is impacted, your cows, your horses, your land, just 


because it passes through.  The bottom line is:  The 


distance you live from that line, the distance your 


babies sleep from that line, the time you spend near 


that line -- it's distance, it's voltage, and it's 


time, that's the hazard.  


Compensation shouldn't be made for people 


on a right-of-way.  It should be made for the babies 


sleeping under that line, the time they sleep there, 


and the proximity to that line.  I could care less 


if the transmission line goes a half mile from my 


house because I'm safe.  And, literally, that's what 


it is for me.  But my neighbors, they're literally 


right under it.  And I don't think the eminent 


domain laws really apply to that specific instance, 
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that it really is about the time you spend, the 


proximity you spend to it, and the level of voltage 


that this line is.  


The utility, they brought up the NEC, the 


National Electric Code.  It is a guideline to keep 


people safe.  It's also a fire protection code.  It 


keeps house from burning down, keeps people safe.  


Guess what, utilities, exempt from the National 


Electric Code.  And there's kind of a reason.  It's 


almost impossible for you to be able to follow that 


code.  But the distances and clearances provided by 


the NEC do not apply to large utility projects.  


Again, there's a lot of talk about what 


you think.  I just want to know -- I'd rather know 


what you know than what you think.  And, again, it 


comes down to having some real documents, some real 


data.  There's a loft stuff out there on EMF.  It's 


not a perfect science, everybody.  It's really -- 


it's a gray area.  But it's a real science, and 


there are some good topics out there.  It's just 


tough to pin down, and it's tough for these guys to 


pin down.  But I have a feeling there's a reason 


there's not an electrical engineer or a team of them 


here, because this thing would go till midnight or 


maybe longer, and it would be difficult for them to 
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even explain in laymen's terms what this is all 


about.  


Eminent domain.  Who determines the 


fair -- is there a monetary distribution made and 


who makes that decision on what the fair market 


value is?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a question that's 


going to be on everybody's mind, regardless of where 


this transmission line ends up going, is easement 


payments and eminent domain, issues like that.  And 


you do bring up a good point.  You mentioned 


proximity to the line.  We don't -- we're going to 


be paying for easements regardless of whether you 


have a pole on your property.  


It's based -- we base our payments on 


your land value, what land happens to be selling 


for, impacts to crops.  If we do crop damage, we pay 


for that.  Impact to soil, if we impact your soil.  


Proximity to homes is an issue.  And there are -- 


there may be cases where we are impacting the value 


of your property, and that is something that we also 


are required to pay for, is impacts to your land 


values.  Oftentimes we can negotiate that sitting in 


your kitchen.  Sometimes we can't.  That's why 


eminent domain is there.  We use it as a last 
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resort, and I -- in most cases, most projects we 


have to use it very little.  


MR. HUSEBY:  I guess I heard this one 


coming before earlier, and the jobs that this line 


will generate will be substantial.  I have friends 


and neighbors that are out of work, and they're 


very, very knowledgeable people that just -- it's 


the way the economy is.  I think I would like to see 


some more concentrated effort on a way that people 


that need jobs that want to work on this project 


because it's going to come.  Like I said, nobody 


wins.  But if it's going to come, let's at least put 


people in this state that are out of work back to 


work.  And there will be an enormous amount of work 


that needs to be done over the next few years, and I 


guess I would like to see a tool for those people 


that want to find out how to get working on this 


project if it's going to happen, a way to do that, 


whether it be the website, contact somebody or 


whatever.  I haven't really gotten a clear picture 


of how to do that.  


I'm sure there will be several general 


contractors involved.  There will be all sorts of 


people involved.  But I think there's a lot of 


people that can be put to work on this project.  And 
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if it's going to happen, it should be in-state 


employees or in-state residents that are going to be 


impacted by this project.  


And I've got one last comment.  It's 


never going to happen, it's never going to happen, 


but I think it's a great idea.  Everybody that's 


impacted by this project is going to get one lump 


sum.  They're going to get decided upon what their 


impact is and here's your check and you're done.  


And I would love that opportunity.  I would love to 


buy a bottomless pit gold mine for a one lump-sum 


check and walk away and say I got it.  I'd rather 


take a fraction forever, as long as that line is 


there, for every kilowatt that's passed through that 


line -- kilowatt hour, sorry, I'm an electrical 


engineer, I've got to say it right -- for every 


kilowatt hour, megawatt hour, gigawatt hour.  This 


is a huge line.  I don't want your money now.  I 


want it forever, and I want my kids to have it 


forever.  If I'm going to be impacted, I want a 


piece of your pie forever.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  


State and spell your name. 


MR. ZELENKA:  Earl Zelenka, 
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Z-E-L-E-N-K-A.  I'm going to make this short and 


sweet, because I'm not a public speaker and I know a 


lot of you other people are not either.  


But one thing I've got to say, I'm just a 


little speck amongst all these people that this line 


is going to generate problems for.  Why don't we all 


stick together?  I look out here now.  We've got 


probably 100, 125 people here.  We started out at 


probably 400.  Are those people going to be heard?  


No.  We're going to look in the New Prague Times on 


Thursday, we had a wonderful crowd.  But how many of 


these people were heard?  10 percent, maybe?  What 


about the rest of the 90 percent?  


If we all stick together, I think we can 


move this line someplace out of our area.  We don't 


need it in Rice County.  We don't need it in Scott 


County.  We need it someplace else.  I'm sure 


everybody realizes that we have to get this power 


from someplace.  It doesn't have to be here, not if 


we stick together.  


I look at this information that we got 


handed out to us here, and I see this is the seventh 


meeting now.  How many people have come to these 


meetings if we average 400 people, 500 people?  How 


many of those people are being documented as to 
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their opinion?  10 percent.  You want to be one of 


the ten percent?  Get up here then and say 


something.  If you don't, just sit there and let 


things happen the way they are.  


I think what we should do is we should 


have a petition signed.  We should have had it by 


the door.  There are a few people that asked right 


by the door.  Let's get a petition.  Where's the 


petition?  Let's get it out there.  Get 98 percent 


or 78 percent, whatever it's going to take.  Let's 


get it out of here.  Neither one of us needs it.  We 


don't want to pit Scott County against Le Seuer 


County or any other county.  Let's just say 


good-bye.  


That's the only comment I got. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


And the gentleman brings up a good point.  


However, just by speaking tonight, orally comment, 


is not the only way you're going to get your comment 


heard.  You can send it in by e-mail, by mail, by 


fax.  So if you're not speaking tonight, you still 


have that opportunity before April 30th to get your 


comment in.  And many have done so in those last -- 


I forget how many meetings we've had in the past 


week.  So just by speaking tonight is not your only 
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opportunity.  If you feel you'd like to go home and 


think it out and write it down on paper, that's just 


as fine as speaking tonight.  But the gentleman has 


it right; if you don't comment, we're not going to 


hear it.  So he is correct in that fact.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name. 


MR. JAMES RYBURN:  I'm James Ryburn, 


J-A-M-E-S, R-Y-B-U-R-N.  And we have eight people in 


our family, and we all like to play outside.  And we 


have ten acres and use most of it.  Like we 


snowmobile and we do four-wheeler in the summer and 


just play games any time we want or feel like it.  


And with those power lines there, I think it would 


be kind of scary to play outside.  And to tell the 


truth, I don't want those power lines anywhere near 


Minnesota.  So, yeah.  Thank you.  


MS. REBACCA RYBURN:  My name is Rebecca 


Ryburn, R-Y-B-U-R-N.  I'm seven years old and I have 


five siblings.  I don't want to wait for the bus 


under the power lines because I don't know what it 


could do to me or anyone.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, Rebecca.  That was 


very brave of you both.  And thank you for your 


comment.  That's very important, and we'll take a 
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look at that for sure.  Thank you.  


MS. CHRISTI RYBURN:  Thank you.  Those 


are two of our six kids, and my husband Chad is here 


too, and this is our youngest, Luke.  I'm Christy 


Ryburn, R-Y-B-U-R-N.  I'll keep it short, or try to.  


Just a couple of things.  I know my mom 


and other people in the room have researched this 


about milk production and if cows are under the 


lines and that the protein content is less.  And 


nobody's brought up nursing babies.  And so that's 


one thing I wanted to bring up, that there's a lot 


of moms and kids and nursing babies under the lines.  


And that's, obviously, I don't think, safe, in my 


opinion, for milk production for animals and human.  


I also found something out of the 


New York Times today on the Internet.  And it -- I 


wish this was a headline that we got to read pretty 


soon, coming up here.  It says, Consortium Drops Its 


Plan to Build New Power Lines.  And I wish that was 


the case.  But I was just curious if this could be 


investigated, because it says that there was a 


ruling on Tuesday by the Federal Energy Regulatory 


Commission in Washington upholding the review 


process that demands that each such project be 


subject to a cost/benefit analysis and receive the 
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support of 80 percent of the beneficiaries.  


So, I guess, who are the beneficiaries?  


And if they dropped this whole project, it would be 


wonderful to -- this was in New York -- to drop this 


one too.  I mean, other people, I'm sure they put 


all the time that everybody else did on this one in 


New York, and it's gone now because of this Federal 


Energy Regulatory Commission ruling.  


And, lastly, I again agree, we cannot do 


north versus south.  I think that's what they want 


us to do.  Somebody once had this in the plan to 


have two routes.  I have relatives on both routes.  


I just think that's unfair.  We need to band 


together.  If you haven't given your e-mail to 


somebody in this room, there's people -- you know, 


Jody is a good one, Nancy or Natalie, just so we get 


the e-mails going around, petitions.  If you're not 


getting heard or you want to know who to contact, 


representatives, senators, that kind of thing, you 


have questions, give somebody your e-mail and we can 


all work together.  Because, in my opinion, if they 


said they drove these routes, I'm wondering if when 


they came through this area, north and south, maybe 


they fell asleep or something, because all of the 


things they talked about with the farmland and the 
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people and the impact, it seems like they weren't 


paying attention on either route.  


So that's all I have to say.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  I was 


just going to write down -- 


Ms. CHRISTI RYBURN:  You can have it. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Thank you.  


Yes, sir. 


MR. SULLIVAN:  My name is Clarence 


Sullivan.  I represent Wheatland Township in Rice 


County.  And I want to commend Commissioner Jeff 


Docken for his comment that a resolution is going to 


be forthcoming from Rice County.  And I know we have 


been in touch with each other, and from day one we 


have said we do not want the north versus the south.  


And to say -- to have a statement made that this is 


not pitting neighbor against neighbor, friend 


against friend, and relative against relative, to 


me, that's an understatement.  


We all know the economy is in a downturn; 


and, like all of us, it involves all of us, 


including myself and my wife and family.  We have to 


make adjustments.  And we, instead of buying what we 


need, most of the time we buy what we want.  And in 


my opinion CapX is a group that is a group of want 
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rather than of need.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  


Hi.  If you could state and spell your 


name. 


MS. BROCKWAY:  Kathy Brockway, 


B-R-O-C-K-W-A-Y.  I'm with the Le Seuer County 


Environmental Services.  


On behalf of the Le Seuer County Board of 


Commissioners, I have sat here tonight and listened 


to all your concerns and comments, and I will be 


taking them back to them.  And like Rice County, I 


would like to see Scott County's alternative route.  


As governmental agencies, we should be working 


together, because our role is to protect the health, 


safety, and welfare of citizens of all counties.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


Please state and spell your name. 


MR. WEIERS:  Hi, I'm Roger Weiers, 


W-E-I-E-R-S, Scott County resident.  Live in Belle 


Plaine Township.  


I'm on the preferred route, and the 


preferred route goes between our township road and 


our house.  Our house is offset 150 feet from my 
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road, so it's obvious that that line would be within 


75 feet of our house.  And I do have a concern.  We 


have grown children but getting married and having 


grandkids, and we won't allow them to play in the 


front yard anymore.  They're going to have to go out 


the back and in the back 40 and to do what we've 


done all our lives, is play in the front yard, play 


with the dog.  You can't -- I wouldn't want them to 


do that after that.  


Just a couple items that people have 


touched on.  The mailings, we were not notified of 


this project, you know.  Like she said, CapX got 


thrown in the mailing, we threw it out.  Yeah, you 


heard about it.  All of a sudden we got a notice 


that that preferred line was coming right through 


our front yard, and we were never notified of that 


before.  So I don't understand how Great River can 


come around and all of a sudden plop that in your 


lap and say, hey, this is where it's going.  


Some comments that some of the other 


people had, you know, keep it in the road 


right-of-way.  That road right-of-way is going to 


affect so many more families than -- like that 


existing line that goes from Minneapolis down to 


Iowa.  We farm around that and under that.  I've 
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done it all my life.  And they obviously pulled a 


string, and you avoid these farm yards, these 


families' houses by going some other route.  The 


only -- I feel one of the reasons they don't want to 


do that is because it's going to cost them more 


money to go down the section line and stay out of 


road right-of-way.  They want to be in that road 


right-of-way because they're going to get by way 


cheaper than having to buy prime farmland and 


putting that footing out in the field, and that's 


their purpose of doing it that way.  


And then another -- another thing that 


they had said, well, we'll jump across a road, you 


know, if it affects your farm.  Well, I don't want 


that line in the front of my house, and I 


certainly -- I don't want it across the road in 


front of my house either.  What is the difference?  


They're going to jump across the road and they're 


going to eliminate any payment that they have to 


make to you.  They'll get eminent domain on 


somebody's field that's open, they're going to get 


by for a quarter of the cost, and it's going to save 


them money that you wouldn't believe.  So they'll 


jump back and forth.  They told you that right here, 


they'll jump back and forth.  That will eliminate 
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all the property that they're going to have to pay 


for when it's in front of a house.  


And then I just had a couple of questions 


on -- for Craig.  This energy that's coming from 


these wind farms, do we actually need this line that 


large, the capacity for a wind farm?  I highly doubt 


it.  And I'd like to know how big this line is, how 


many coal plants can be on that line that it would 


carry?  


MR. POORKER:  The question is wind 


generation, how much is on the line, right?  


MR. WEIERS:  How much wind energy is 


coming, how the ability of that line has to carry 


that coal.  Two coal plants, three coal plants?  How 


much energy needs to be created to come down that 


line?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure how much 


energy can be created on that.  I heard that we can 


carry 600 megawatts of wind generation from Buffalo 


Ridge.  And that's a huge part of this project, is 


getting that wind source to where it's needed, all 


along that transmission line, not just for the Twin 


Cities.  We are proposing substations every 25 to 


50 miles.  They'll serve as off-ramps to get where 


it's needed along the route, and at the same time it 
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can serve as onramps to get other renewable energy 


on line too.  


It was just two years ago that the 


legislature passed a Renewable Energy Standard of 


25 percent renewable energy by the year 2025.  And 


that's -- this line is a very important part, a very 


important first step in getting that wind generation 


from Buffalo Ridge and other areas along the route 


as well.  You're seeing wind farms come up around 


Austin, Rochester, and all those wind generators are 


going to have to get on line somewhere.  


MR. WEIERS:  But you didn't answer my 


question.  I asked you how many coal plants could be 


carried on this line besides this wind farm, in a 


percentage?  Is there 20 percent of the capacity on 


this line coming from wind energy and the other 


80 percent of the capacity is slated for coal 


plants?  Is that -- does that sound correct?  


MR. POORKER:  I would disagree with that.  


I think the real question is, is this going to be 


carrying coal-fired generation.  That's the 


question.  


MR. WEIERS:  Right.  


MR. POORKER:  The answer is most likely 


yes, because there's all kinds of generation mix on 
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there.  This line is not designated to only carry 


wind.  That would be a line that would be not 


advantageous to get other new generation on line, 


renewable generation that could come on line.  So 


when the wind isn't blowing and it's still hot and 


muggy and we all have air conditioners on, there's 


probably going to be other sources of generation on 


there that could very well be coal.  It's an energy 


mix.  It's all in the grid system. 


MR. WEIERS:  But I asked you again how 


many percent, and you still didn't answer.  I want 


to know how many percent of this line is carrying 


wind energy.  And if you're creating energy in 


Rochester and Austin, that's a heck of a long ways 


from this line that's coming from Brookings to 


Hampton.  I mean, why don't you send that energy 


from Buffalo Ridge down to Sioux Falls and the 


surrounding towns that need it, instead of hauling 


that energy from there out to the other side of 


Minneapolis, which you're losing energy by -- it's 


obvious when you're pushing energy that far, like 


you said, it's a hydraulic line that's leaking, and, 


yeah, when you lose energy, it's going someplace.  


So why not capture that energy in the spot that it's 


created and then get new wind energy or bio energy 
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somewhere else?  


So I'd like a percentage on where you're 


at with that wind energy coming across the state.


MR. POORKER:  Because -- because the 


energy draw is so different all the time.  I mean, 


on a hot, muggy day there's going to be a 


significant draw.  And if it's windy on Buffalo 


Ridge, it's going to be a huge percentage.  If the 


wind all of a sudden just dies down because a front 


comes through, the percentage is going to change.  


It's always -- it's not static.  It's always going 


to be changing.  


So it's hard to know what percentage at 


any given moment is coal-fired, what percentage is 


biomass, or what percentage might be wind-generated.  


It's going to be always in flux, and it's always 


transverse transferring on the whole grid system 


itself, not just one particular wire. 


MR. WEIERS:  So you're saying that it's 


going to be a coal-fired energy line that will carry 


wind energy when it's available; is that correct?  


MR. POORKER:  That is not what I'm 


saying.  There's all kinds of wind -- Buffalo Ridge 


in southwest Minnesota and South Dakota and portions 


of North Dakota is a huge generating source of wind.  
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That's a huge power plant.  And we are required to 


somehow get that to the people that are where the 


demand is, and that is here in the Twin Cities area.  


MR. WEIERS:  I just had one more comment.  


This is a large undertaking.  And I would suspect 


that, as a large company, do you have the financial 


funding to be able to take on this kind of project 


or do you go outside your company to find different 


funding for this large a project?  


MR. POORKER:  Like any capital 


improvement project, we're going to have to borrow 


money to get the job done.  Just like when we build 


a new home, we have to borrow money, or we buy a new 


home, we have to borrow money to do that.  And we 


buy a car, we have to borrow money.  And the same 


thing for the utilities as well. 


MR. WEIERS:  I just have one comment to 


say, then, that I have heard previously that this 


project may be funded by Lehman Brothers out of 


New York.  And I do believe that Lehman Brothers 


probably got some of the government bailout, and 


it's the taxpayers' people -- we're paying the 


bailout, and then they're going to go borrow that 


money to a division like this, and they're going to 


build a power line that the public doesn't want.  So 
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it's kind of -- you know, we're stepping on our own 


feet, but we have no control over it.  


So that's my comment.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir. 


If you could please state and spell your 


name. 


MR. NYTES:  I'm Peter Nytes, spelled 


N-Y-T-E-S.  


Yesterday I was approached in the 


afternoon by some of my neighbors and was told about 


this meeting.  And they asked me to come and make 


some comments because they felt that the issues that 


I have and the farm that I own would be important to 


what they need to hear.  


So I wrote down the issues, and I'd like 


to read that to you.  And then, after that, I'd like 


to make some comments on it.  


Issues with the power line.  First of 


all, I have an in-ground pool, had it for 20 years.  


And it has a metal lining around the edge of it.  


And, yes, you say I can fix the shock problem by 


grounding it, but it hasn't been grounded for twenty 


years.  Why do I need to ground it now just because 


you want to build a power line?  I've got a 
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chain-link fence around it.  I'd have to ground 


that.  I've got metal lawn chairs sitting on the 


concrete around it.  I'd have to ground each one of 


those.  So there's a lot of things that we would 


have to do because of what they propose to do.  And 


I haven't heard anyone say that we'll compensate you 


for those things that you need to do in order to 


survive or not have to deal with the adversity.  


I don't think my grandchildren would be 


willing to go in that swimming pool if every time 


they stepped in they had to first endure a light 


shock.  Any kind of shock to a little kid is severe.  


On my farm I have 75 acres, and I have 


devoted that whole farm to wildlife.  There's a 


14-acre pond on it, a wetland, and I've planted 


3,000 trees and shrubs.  The value of the property, 


because of me doing that, has dropped dramatically.  


And now they want to go and wreck it by putting a 


power post on it, and my compensation for that would 


be minimal because of the value of the property now.  


But I chose to do that because that's what I wanted 


to have done with that farm.  


We enjoy it.  My wife and I walk around 


that pond in the spring and summer and fall, every 


day.  We just enjoy the wildlife.  And I'm fearful 
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that with that power line coming in it's going to 


chase the wildlife away.  The ducks aren't going to 


nest there.  The geese won't nest.  The pheasants 


will leave.  I don't -- haven't heard any comments 


at all on any studies that have been done on 


environmental impact towards the wildlife.  I 


haven't heard anything about that.  


Another issue is on that farm I have two 


pole barns.  One has been insulated and heated and 


now, as of late, converted into a cabinetry business 


for my son, who is just getting started and trying 


to make a living for himself.  Again, it's a metal 


building with a metal door.  Any customers coming 


there are going to get a shock.  And, yeah, I can 


ground the building and go through that process, but 


again, no compensation for having to do that, having 


to deal with it.  


Last thing that the neighbors asked me to 


bring up, and for those of you that know me, back in 


2004, March, I was diagnosed with esophageal cancer.  


I spent the next nine months in the Rochester Mayo 


Clinic in the hospital, going through numerous 


surgeries and then trying to recuperate.  I've done 


quite well.  I have to say that there's still some 


issues, but I'm doing just fine.  As of the 14th of 
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last month, my last visit down to Rochester, they 


gave me a clean bill of health.  They checked my 


health every six months on a regular basis to make 


sure there was no recurrence.  


With that, I would like to ask a 


question.  Has there ever been a study done as far 


as these power lines being a major contributing 


factor to a recurrence of someone who has had 


cancer?  Have you guys ever heard of anything like 


that?  You know, there's -- you hear the issue, 


someone brought it up earlier, about leukemia in 


children because of power lines.  Leukemia is a form 


of cancer. 


MR. EK:  Right.  And, no, I don't know of 


a study that addresses that.  It does address -- the 


studies do address any connection between power 


lines, leukemia, cancer.  I haven't read anything 


about how it would affect cancer to recur, yet it 


might be out there, be something we'd look at.  


What was I going to say?  I just lost my 


train of thought.  It's getting late here.  I forget 


what I was -- 


I was going to bring up your stray 


voltage issue really quick, that people seem to have 


the impression that no matter where you live along 
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the line, you're going to have stray voltage.  


That's not the case.  These are special 


circumstances where stray voltage could happen, and 


I stress could.  It's not -- it's not going to be 


prevalent along the line, not everybody that has a 


steel shed or a steel swing set or what will have 


stray voltage, or a steel fence.  


If it does happen -- and there are 


occurrences of it happening.  It's not widespread as 


it's -- I think it's -- people have been led to 


believe here tonight.  It is in the permit that 


we -- that would be issued for any transmission line 


that the power company who is proposing and building 


this project has to come out and fix that stray 


voltage issue, not the landowner or homeowner.  And 


it's not your cost.  And that's in the -- that's 


pretty boilerplate for all of our permits.  


And as for the wildlife, once the power 


lines are up, no.  If you're crossing a river or 


areas like that, I'd defer to the DNR.  But 


sometimes that are avian problems, raptor problems 


with the transmission line once they're up.  But if 


you're in a field, no, there's no issues with 


wildlife.  However, during construction, you know, 


it gets a little dusty and trucks everywhere.  
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They're going to displace the wildlife, the 


pheasant, the fox, the whatever, those common 


animals.  But once it's built and back up, they come 


back.  And we have done studies, and they rehabitat 


those areas once the transmission lines are in 


place.  So, continue.  


MR. NYTES:  In rebuttal to that, with the 


wildlife, if they do come through and go through the 


land and reestablish it and all that stuff, you 


know, I don't know what kind of studies have been 


done to see when the wildlife does return.  But I'm 


getting older and I've not got a lot of time left to 


see how much of that is going to come back, and 


that's a concern to me.  


And with the cancer recurrence, with all 


the pain and suffering that I went through in order 


to recuperate through that, it scares the 


heebie-jeebies out of me to think that there's a 


possibility that that could happen again.  So if 


there is such a study or something that could be 


done to find that out, I would certainly appreciate 


that.  And I know I'm not the only one, because 


there's a lot of other people that are cancer 


survivors that would be interested in that. 


MR. EK:  Yes, sir. 
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MR. NYTES:  It wasn't brought up too much 


about alternative routes other than the two that 


we're talking about right now.  But I've got a 


suggestion that you said she would probably put 


down.  Awhile back there was a pipeline put in and 


there was easements allowed for that, and that 


all -- that ground had been worked up and done and 


some people say wrecked or whatever.  But why can't 


we do like some of the European countries do and put 


the power line underground instead of overhead and 


then follow that pipeline where there's already an 


easement, and they could just join right in and now 


you're only wrecking a smaller portion of the 


ground, I guess is what I'm asking?


So that's all I've got.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  For 


the underground, there are some -- there's certain 


voltage lines we can -- that can be underground very 


easily such as your distribution lines to your 


house, you know, a lot of them are underground.  


Sometimes 69s, 115 kV you're getting a little high 


there.  That's when you get into problems with 


technology.  When you're getting up to a line the 


size of 345 kilovolts, technology still has yet to 


catch up with undergrounding lines that size in 
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kilovolts, from my understanding.  It's not 


impossible.  It's very expensive, as well, and it's 


also very invasive to construct.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Temporarily. 


MR. EK:  Temporarily, you're right.  


Correct.  Correct.  And the problem with the line 


and undergrounding it is, my understanding is, the 


heat.  These 345-kilovolt lines give off a lot of 


heat.  And the cost comes because there's different 


ways of doing it.  But I know one way of doing it is 


they encase it in concrete in a liquid to keep it 


cool.  And you can understand undergrounding a line 


that way for so many miles would be very, very 


costly, and I'm not sure how that -- how the whole 


cost works out.  


Another thing with undergrounding a line 


is if there's a problem with the line, if power -- 


if there's a problem with the line, it's not easy to 


just, you know, drive along and see, oh, we have a 


problem with the overhead line.  With an underhead 


(sic) line, it's much more difficult to find where 


that problem is, so outages could be longer than 


they would for a high volt -- or an overhead line 


because they're harder to find.  And then at the 


same time you're going to have to dig that line up 
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again to find that problem in the line, to fix it.  


And so that's more construction and more costs.  


So technology, I guess I'd say, has just 


not caught up to make it a real feasible option yet, 


not to say that it won't in the future.  I know 


there's small sections of line that can be 


underground for certain areas, if needed.  But in 


this case it's a very long line, and to underground 


it would be -- would be pretty unfeasible in this 


case.  And it's a matter of technology and money.  


So -- but you bring up a good question that's been 


brought up before.  So, thank you, sir. 


Your name. 


MR. SHAMBOUR:  I'm Leonard Shambour, 


S-H-A-M-B-O-U-R.  And I don't have a comment, but I 


have a serious question that I'd like to ask.  


Hundreds of thousands of dollars have 


been invested in the global guidance systems by 


farmers, by fertilizer spreaders, by many, many 


different -- will this power line interrupt that 


system and its gift that it brings to us?  


MR. EK:  Actually, this is one I'm really 


interested in, and it's just come up in the last 


meetings, is the GPS.  I wasn't aware of it myself.  


So it is something new.  It's like the bees that 
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were brought up. 


MR. SHAMBOUR:  It's been out for quite a 


while. 


MR. EK:  Sure, sure.  But I don't think 


we've addressed it ever in an environmental impact 


statement or an EA.  And -- go ahead.  


MR. SHAMBOUR:  The reason I bring it up 


is my son farms probably seven miles along the 


alternate route, and he invested a lot in his 


equipment.  Is this going to be obsolete, then?


MR. EK:  Unfortunately, that's a question 


I can't answer because it's something new that we 


haven't studied.  But it was brought up pretty much 


at every meeting we had last week, including last 


night, now tonight, about these GPS systems that the 


farmers use.  And so it's definitely going to be 


something we have to look at and have to research.  


My understanding is it wouldn't.  In my 


opinion, it wouldn't be an issue, because when the 


workers are out there for the power companies siting 


lines and using their own GPS, the hand-helds and so 


forth, underneath these power lines, they're not 


impacted.  So just going off of that, I can say 


probably not.  However, at the same time, it's a 


subject we haven't studied in an EIS, I don't 
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believe.  And so it's something we will study in 


this one just to be sure.


MR. SHAMBOUR:  Well, it's not only the 


farmers, it's also the commercial applicators, the 


fertilizer plants, and the herbicide applicators and 


so forth. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And that's another one, 


the crop-dusting and all that stuff that's been 


brought up kind of in the whole same subject, that 


we're going to take a look at.  And we have that all 


on comment numerous times now.  So thank you, sir.  


Very good comment.  


Please state your name and spell it, 


please.  


MR. VIKLA:  I'm David Vikla, V-I-K-L-A.  


I just have a question for the utility company.


Nobody wants this big power line.  So I 


was wondering, what are the utilities doing as far 


as exploring alternatives to putting up a big power 


line, such as exploring renewable energy such as 


windmills, private owner -- you know, with private 


owners on, you know, farms throughout this state or, 


you know, more localized areas that wouldn't require 


these big power lines?  Could I get a comment on 


that?  
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MR. POORKER:  Sure.  That is a good 


question.  And as an electric cooperative, 


generational transmission cooperative, we do assist 


a lot of farmers in smaller projects.  A good 


example is anaerobic digesters.  Some of these big 


dairies have huge manure pits with methane coming 


off of them, and we are helping them to tap that to 


get the electric back -- or the electricity 


generated from that back down to the system.  


So we are also looking at smaller 


generation projects, not just big ones out there.  


But there are people that are investing and putting 


up their own wind turbines to get themselves off the 


grid, if you will, or sell back to their local 


utilities.  So there are a lot of smaller utilities 


coming on line as well.


MR. VIKLA:  Could you give us an idea of 


how much -- what kind of scope of a project that 


would be, you know, to replace this big line, how 


many people it would involve?  Could -- would that 


be possible?  


MR. POORKER:  It's hard to know what 


numbers of people there would be.  But some examples 


of some of the raw materials that go into something 


like this, not just surveyors and not just engineers 
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and designers, right-of-way acquisition people.  But 


then you get to the construction part, whoever owns 


a concrete manufacturing plant is going to be really 


busy for a while.  There's a lot of concrete that 


goes into the ground for these transmission 


structures.  Steel, hardware, cable and a lot of 


just construction on the ground as well.  Anything 


from crane operators to truck drivers and dozer 


operators.  It's a significant project.  It's going 


to take a lot of effort and a lot of equipment as 


well.


MR. VIKLA:  Just one more.  Would that be 


able to replace what you're doing in time?  I mean, 


you think you'll need this in 20 years, this big 


project?  Wouldn't it be better to explore these 


smaller projects and avoid these big lines?  


MR. POORKER:  That's all part of the 


energy mix.  Southwest Minnesota, South Dakota, 


North Dakota have huge wind resources.  So that's 


something that's going to be very important to get 


transmitted to where it's needed, as well as at the 


same time other energy mix.  And all this adds up 


into that Renewable Energy Standard.  It all has to 


add up, not just big projects, but small ones as 


well.
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MR. VIKLA:  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Yes, sir, if you could spell and 


state your name. 


MR. VIERE:  Hi, my name is Steve Viere.  


Last name's spelled V-I-E-R-E.  I live on the corner 


of Highway 23 and 2, which is Panama Avenue and 


260th Street.  


We live in basically a nine-house 


development, and every one of the homes are all new 


homes.  It's right next to Wildwood Estates.  The 


name of our development is called Hunter's Crest.  


This power line would be right basically 


within a hundred feet of the houses that were just 


built along Highway 2, which every one of these 


houses all have children in them.  There's a day 


care center just southeast of the intersection, the 


four-way stop where Highway 2 and Highway 23 


intersect.  It's a four-way stop.  Every one of them 


homes in there are all executive homes that are 6- 


to $700,000 homes, and these people have a lot of 


money invested in their homes.  


I myself, I'm on my third home.  I 


basically traded labor with every plumber, heating 


guy, everybody I could, just to get where I'm at 


today.  And now, all of a sudden, I find out that my 
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property values, I'm going to have a 175-foot tower 


basically in my front yard.  Who is going to pay me?  


I'm not going to get any money for it because it's 


not directly on my land.  However, how am I going to 


be able to ever sell this house, currently valued 


around 500,000?  


It just seems like, you know, if you can 


put this thing in the ground, I don't care how much 


it costs.  How much is it going to cost us all in 


property values?  I mean, let's weigh the cost here.  


Should the company have to, you know, absorb the 


cost of doing an alternate way as opposed to all the 


people absorbing the cost in land values decreasing?  


MR. EK:  Good comments.  I was looking at 


your map. 


MR. VIERE:  I'm right here (indicating).


MR. EK:  Yeah.


MR. VIERE:  There's my neighbor.  He was 


right here (indicating). 


MR. EK:  Right.  And the line -- 


MR. VIERE:  These people here, they're 


all new homes, every one of them just built.  The 


line is going to be right in their backyard.  They 


all have children. 


MR. EK:  So that's the purpose of these 
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whole scoping meetings, is I've been trying to 


explain that, you know, you're not limited to 


this yellow area, but -- 


MR. VIERE:  It's still visual.  You'll 


still see it. 


MR. EK:  No, no, no.  But, you know, you 


could take your purple pen and say the line should 


go up here, over around to a whole different 


location from where it's at.  Just because you see 


it here -- that's what we're looking for, is 


alternatives that people see.  You live out here you 


know, where it might be better, where there might be 


less impacts.  So you -- you know, that's -- we're 


relying on folks like you to give us ideas on 


where --


MR. VIERE:  Want my phone number?  


MR. EK:  -- an alternative -- yeah, 


that's the whole idea, is turn this in with your 


information.  


MR. VIERE:  It will be.


MR. EK:  And -- certainly.  And give me a 


call and we can work --


MR. VIERE:  I'm going to light a fire 


under my neighbor's butt, and we're going to fight 


this thing. 
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MR. EK:  No, that's exactly what you 


should do.  And I would hope you would give me a 


call then, so...  


MR. VIERE:  Thank you.


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. SKLUZACEK:  Hi.  My name is Bruce 


Skluzacek.  S-K-L-U-Z-A-C-E-K.  


A couple of points I want to make here.  


For the record, a certified letter would have been 


nice.  Never did get any information.  Like others 


that did say we did, just didn't even involve -- get 


involved.  It's hard to go back now.  I do live in 


Lonsdale, Minnesota, urban reserve.  They made a big 


issue where we can build our houses.  They wouldn't 


let us build our house where we wanted it.  Now 


they're going to come and run a power line right in 


front of my house.  What are they going to do to for 


the community by putting trees back that they're 


going to take down?  Power company put a new power 


service up on our road last year, and the road was 


completely demolished.  And they might have thought 


they fixed it, but we have to deal with it for the 


next how many years after that.  


So I guess I hope they address, and you 
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looking into it, being that there's something done 


by making sure everything is put back the way it 


should be, because we're the ones we're going to pay 


with it with our communities.  These guys are going 


to be in and out and gone.  That's one main concern 


I have.  


These power -- this company that's coming 


in here, what are they going to give back to the 


community?  It would be nice if they would give 


something to the communities.  Build parks, put 


trees up, do something for the communities that 


they're devastating with this eyesore thing that's 


coming through.  We are paying for it, absolutely.  


We're paying for the power.  What are they going to 


give back to us?  I mean, it should be addressed.  


The only other thing I'd like to say is 


thanks for the representatives from our communities 


that are here.  But you people need to look around, 


and the people that aren't here, your 


representatives, get in touch with them.  And, 


remember, vote for them people that are here and 


involved.  Don't vote for the ones that don't help 


us out.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  Just to address 


that comment about the prior construction.  You're 
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right, that shouldn't be happening.  And as I said 


earlier, we do have a complaint form, and I would 


hope, you know, what -- if a permit was to come out, 


people could take that complaint form, send it to 


us, and we can then follow up and ensure that 


those -- that the companies are complying with the 


permit requirements that require them to repair, 


fix, or repay any damage that has been done when the 


line went in.  And so, sir, I do agree, it should 


have been fixed. 


MR. SCLUZACEK:  One question.


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.


MR. SCLUZACEK:  Is this the first power 


line that you guys are involved in?  It sounds like 


this is the first power line that you guys are 


addressing going across.  All these questions should 


have been studied already and it should be there, 


this information should be there.  These questions 


that are -- they must come up all the time.  I guess 


these concerns should have been addressed when they 


were putting this impact study together.  I mean, 


you guys -- do you have -- is this the first power 


line that you did?  


MR. EK:  No, this is -- no, this is not 


the first power line.  And as I said -- 
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MR. SKLUZACEK:  Things they were asking 


you, well, we're going to take it into effect (sic).


MR. EK:  Because, as I told you, this is 


a comment-gathering session for this project, to put 


that information into an environmental impact 


statement.  We've done plenty others.  I have 


information on the EMF.  I said, you know, we found 


it to be little, we found it to be noncausal.  


However, in this EIS we're going to take it another 


step and look at it.  You know, we looked at stray 


voltage.  We found it to usually be a grounding 


problem and other -- you know, this is a special 


project, and I'll tell you what, no, we haven't had 


a project -- a 237-mile project that goes across 


Minnesota in quite a long time.  So, yeah, this is 


unique, but we have done others.  And this is an 


information-gathering session, and the questions 


will be answered in the EIS.  And that's where they 


should be answered.


MR. KABES:  Hi, I'm Bill Kabes.  Last 


name is spelled K-A-B-E-S.  


This whole area of New Prague, Lonsdale, 


it's right on the southernmost edge of the Twin 


Cities metro area.  Growing, thriving, building a 


lot of housing.  I have a hard time figuring out why 
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they chose this area to run this power line.  


Farms are smaller in this area.  So when 


you split up a farm, you're making a huge impact.  


If you were to go, say, 20, 30, 40 miles south from 


here, now you're dealing with huge farms, you know, 


1,000-plus-acre farms, which are typically separated 


by sections.  Then you run your power lines down 


these sections so you have a lot less impact.  So I 


guess my question is, how set in stone are these 


routes?  Have you considered anything like that 


where you're running actually a little bit more out 


of the metro area and property values are cheaper, 


so purchasing land is going to be cheaper?  What are 


the chances of doing something like that?  


MR. EK:  I can answer one of those 


questions.  I can't answer how the routes came to 


be.  These are proposed routes.  Proposed, I stress 


proposed.  They can change.  


In many cases during these transmission 


line projects, what's in an application and what 


would finally be permitted does not look the same.  


The route does not look the same.  And that's 


because people submit alternatives and issues that 


need to be addressed and routed around and studied 


and mitigated and so forth.  So, yes, it does 
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change.  It could change.  It depends on comments 


from the public, depends on comments from your local 


governments, from state agencies and so forth.  So, 


yes, to answer your question, no, they're not set in 


stone.  They're proposed, and they can change and 


likely will.  


I can let Craig answer the question on 


why they were routed in the area.  I think you 


wanted to know why they were routed through the 


area, and I wasn't part of that.


MR. POORKER:  Part of the reason that it 


got routed through this area, first of all, we're 


starting in Brookings County, South Dakota.  And 


I've heard other people mention we should just 


simply draw a straight line to get from point A to 


point B, which would be Hampton.  But that's not 


feasible because we're attempting to follow 


roadways, we're attempting to follow quarter section 


lines.  And the reason that we came across where we 


did is there were several areas along that 


southern -- the corridor here in southern Minnesota 


that are -- that have grown a lot.  There's a bigger 


demand for electricity.  


An example is Marshall.  Marshall has 


grown a lot in the last 20 to 30 years, and we're 
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going to add on to that substation east of Marshall.  


Granite Falls, we're proposing a new substation out 


there to bring on some of that -- the huge amounts 


of additional wind power that are right in that 


vicinity.  The area of around Redwood Falls and 


east, Franklin, there's some huge voltage problems 


there.  Not a huge population, but there is a lot 


going on there as far as agriculture goes, ethanol 


plants.  So we have some voltage issues there.  


Helena substation allows us to get down to the 


345-kV grid system that's right there with that 


substation, so two 345 lines are connecting.  


The Hampton sub -- excuse me, the Lake 


Marion substation along I-35, just south of County 


Road 70, that's a very important area for us to 


build a new substation as well.  I'm sure some of 


you have seen some of the growth that's happened 


around Lakeville, Farmington, just huge housing 


developments, including even New Prague, Lonsdale 


has grown a lot.  The population of the Twin Cities 


in the last 30 years has doubled.  


Our electric consumption has doubled in 


that same time.  Our homes are bigger.  I grew up 


without air conditioning, and now almost every home 


has air conditioning in it.  And there are homes I 
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drive by and see that have two air conditioners 


outside.  We have computers in every bedroom now, it 


seems.  Every kid wants their own television set.  


So there's a lot of -- lot of demand across the 


whole corridor.  


So these are areas that we're trying to 


not just drop off electricity, but again, like I 


said, it offers opportunities for new renewable 


energy to come on line as well.  And it's difficult 


when we get to Scott County, Le Sueur County, Dakota 


County -- this is where a lot of growth is happening 


in the last 30 years, and it's really difficult for 


us, as hard as we try, to avoid homes. 


MR. KABES:  What about coming out -- you 


talk about the substations, hitting the substations 


and then getting back out of the metro area and then 


going across, you know, like I mentioned, 20, 


30 miles out where the land values are cheaper, come 


back up to your substation, get back out there and 


then go across that way?  It just seems to me that 


would make so much more sense.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And, again, the 


reason that we're -- we need to get to Lake Marion 


and even Hampton is because of all the growth there.  


So we could -- even if we did go way far south, we 
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would still impact a lot more land.  I mean, we'd 


have to buy a lot more right-of-way.  It impacts 


more properties.  And eventually we'd still need to 


get back to the -- 


MR. KABES:  The land values are cheaper 


down there, so that would help you in that respect.


MR. POORKER:  They may be.  They may be 


cheaper, but we still need to eventually get to the 


Twin Cities area.  So we could go way down south, 


but eventually we're going to have to still come 


back north to get to the Lake Marion area and the 


Hampton area, because, again, it's the Twin Cities 


where we need to get to. 


MR. KABES:  You talked about 


crisscrossing your power lines, you know, going this 


side of the street, that side of the street, and 


then come back again.  Well, those spaces, that 


distance adds up, you know, you keep going back and 


forth.  So I guess that's where I'm saying, too, you 


come up to a substation, get back out of the metro 


area to where the land values are cheaper, the farms 


are further, you can follow section lines, come back 


up to the substations, feed those, go back out 


again.  That's my point.


MR. EK:  Thanks.
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MS. LEMKE:  Can I ask a question in 


regard to that?  Am I allowed to do that?  


MR. EK:  Actually -- 


MS. LEMKE:  My name is Amy Lemke, 


L-E-M-K-E.  I just wanted to make a comment.  


We live on 286th Street in Derrynane 


Township, and until tonight I'd finally gotten noted 


that our road is labeled wrong on the maps.  I've 


been trying to get in contact with someone, and I 


don't know if anyone has gotten my comments.  But, 


finally, 286th Street is wrong on the maps.  


Also, if you've been driving the routes, 


I'm not sure how you wouldn't catch that.  But we're 


the little red line on the map, preferred and 


alternate.  And with explosives at our neighbor's 


house, it's very frustrating to know that this 


route, preferred and alternate, could go within 


hundreds of yards of our property with that being 


our neighbors.  


That was the comment I wanted to make.  


MR. EK:  Just -- when you say 286th 


Street is wrong, how is it?  


MS. LEMKE:  It says 280th Lane or -- it's 


280th Lane or 280th Street.  It's the wrong number.


MR. EK:  And it should be 2 -- 
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MS. LEMKE:  286th.


MR. EK:  -- 86th.  Okay.  We have that 


now and we can change it.  Thank you very much.


MS. PRCHAL:  Jody Prchal, P-R-C-H-A-L.  


And I just had a question that I was thinking about 


as I was sitting here.  


Being on the task force I did want to 


know why -- and I don't want to see this going on 


County Road 28 either, which is the southern, 


alternate route.  But what was the reasoning for 


coming out of Le Sueur, following 28, and then 


diverting northeast and then back south, back onto 


28?  And in that time it's diverting, it's going 


over, you know, the property owners with no 


right-of-way and over gravel roads that are narrow.  


And I'm just wondering, why does it do that 


diversion?  


MR. POORKER:  I guess I'm not sure 


exactly where that is.  But in most cases there's a 


good reason why we went where we did.  It could 


be -- okay.


MS. DIETZ:  This is our driveway, right 


here.  This is 28 to the south of us.  So what she's 


talking about is it comes out of Le Sueur, 28, heads 


north for a couple of miles and it crosses here and 
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then goes right along our driveway.  This is not a 


quarter section.  Right?  


MS. PRCHAL:  Right.  They're not quarter 


sections and they're not always field lines.


UNIDENTIFIED:  Okay.  It goes back, down 


a gravel road, and then back up.


MR. POORKER:  Yep.  I think, Jodi, if we 


could take a look at a map, I can probably try to 


find -- it's probably not fair to everybody here to 


spend time doing that.  But there are a lot of 


issues that we take into consideration.  It's not 


just -- it's proximity to homes, it could be a huge 


wetland expanse.  


MS. PRCHAL:  I guess, is that something 


that we're going to know going into this task force, 


what those reasons are, so that we can talk about 


it?  


MR. POORKER:  I think that's probably 


important.  I'm not sure how your task force is 


operating, but I think those are very important 


things that we need to address, on why we bypass 


something there.  I think I know the area you're 


talking about.  I just can't envision what's in 


between that area right there.


MS. PRCHAL:  And one more quick question.  
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Has it been considered to go across I-90 and up 35W?  


MR. POORKER:  I-90, no.  There is a 


transmission line down there already that Xcel 


Energy has built that's also a 345-kV line.  That's 


also probably 80 miles south of where we are right 


now, 60 miles south.  I'm not sure how far south.  


But it would add hundreds of miles of transmission 


line to the project.  So that's not quite feasible, 


to be going that far away to get to the metro area.  


MR. EK:  Thanks.  


If you could state and spell your name. 


MS. KABES:  Renee Kabes, K-A-B-E-S.  


I have a question.  The World Health 


Organization really doesn't really have a whole lot 


of information on the health effects.  How are you 


going to study that?  Because it will take literally 


years to find out what the health effects will be.  


I mean, they don't happen overnight.  Even the MRI 


scanner is of concern now with the magnetic 


situation.  So how are you actually going to study 


this when there's really no information out there?  


MR. EK:  That's a good question.  But 


there is a lot of information out there.  There's 


plenty of information.  Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  There's 


a lot of literature out there.  That's what we do, 
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is we go through the literature and both sides of 


the literature.  It's not just the World Health 


Organization, it's the National Institute of 


Electrical Health and Safety -- off the top of my 


head I can't think of all of them, but there's 


plenty of literature out there when it comes to 


electric and magnetic fields, and we -- and we study 


it.  


You're right, it is a subject that, you 


know, it's -- that may take years -- you know, years 


to find out.  Like I said, there's still people on 


both sides of the fence that still don't know, you 


know, is it a risk, is it not a risk?  Is it a 


little risk?  Is it a big risk?  But that's 


something that is being studied, and we will look at 


that literature.  And there is plenty out there, 


believe me, I've looked at it.  So just to answer 


your question.  


MS. RYBURN:  I was thinking the same 


thing when you talked about cancer and somebody 


talked about childhood cancer.  2011 is so quick.  


We don't have time to figure all that out.  I mean, 


that is -- those questions can't be answered in that 


short a time.  I mean, as far as taking a chance 


with all these kids under these lines and the 
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population, it just seems like it would be 


impossible to study all that.  And to put a -- I 


mean, nobody knows what causes cancer.  My dad died 


of a brain tumor.  I would give anything to know how 


he got that brain tumor.  We'll never know.  I mean, 


it's just, in my opinion, statistics.  You know, 


there's this many people here.  This many people are 


going to get cancer, this many people are -- 


different things are going to happen.  And then it 


will just be, oh, well, it probably was that power 


line.  


That's just my personal opinion, that 


there's not enough time.  You know, first CapX 2020 


and here we're at 2011, and it's already going to be 


here no matter where it is.  It just seems like 


we're running out of time to figure out all these 


questions that are being brought out at this stage 


of the game when it already seems like a done deal.  


MR. EK:  I understand your concerns.  


It's a good question.  But if you think about it, we 


have many, many, many transmission lines throughout 


the United States.  So there's been plenty of -- 


plenty of studies done.  Just isn't -- 345 isn't 


something new to the United States or to Minnesota, 


for that fact.  So there is information on EMF, and 
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we will use that.  And we'll use the most current 


that's out there.  


So there -- I don't know, when you talk 


about time, they've been studying this for 30, 


40 years.  We've had electricity for that long.  So 


they've been studying the potential effects of 


electric and magnetic fields for a long time.  So 


there is a lot of data to go back on and to study.  


And, again, this isn't -- there's lines that are 


even higher voltage that they can study what EMF 


does. 


MS. RYBURN:  I was referring more to like 


the causes of cancer.  We don't know all of that.  


You know, ask somebody who lost a child with 


childhood cancer, leukemia, you can't...


MR. EK:  Right.  But those are the 


studies I'm referring to.  They are trying to find 


if there is a causal link between EMF, electric and 


magnetic fields, and leukemia, cancer.  They're 


trying to find out if they even want to call 


magnetic fields a carcinogen or not.  There's many 


studies out there that have been done over the last, 


you know, three decades, three or four decades.  So 


it's not just a knee-jerk reaction for this 


transmission line.  There is information out there, 
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and we want to find it and utilize it for this 


project.  


MS. DIETZ:  I did to want make a comment.  


I'm Laurie Dietz, D-I-E-T-Z, and Laurie is 


L-A-U-R-I-E.  


I guess what I wanted to say is I'm kind 


of worried, sitting here.  I've been listening all 


night, but I'm kind of concerned that maybe we're 


just here as a formality, it's just something you 


have to do.  You have to hold a meeting, you know, 


you have to listen to us.  But are you going to act 


on what we think?  


You told me when I came in I could 


suggest another route.  I heard you tell it to the 


gentleman over here.  If we all did that, it would 


zigzag.  You couldn't accomplish anything if we all 


did that.  We all want to do it, but we know that 


that's not possible.  So tonight I'm just worried 


that we're not getting the answers to the questions 


that we're asking.  You're saying things that you 


think we want to hear, but you're not answering the 


hard questions.  And that makes me upset.  


MR. EK:  I think -- I've told you once 


and again I've told the crowd, we're gathering 


information.  I do expect there to be many, many 
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alternatives.  And it's probably going to be a 


jigsaw puzzle in trying to put it together, you're 


right.  This is not a formality.  We're not just 


doing -- I could be at home with my children.  No, 


I'm doing my job for the State of Minnesota and for 


the citizens of Minnesota. 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We all have jobs 


too.


MR. EK:  Yes, yes.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  But we come here 


and you can't answer all the questions.  


MR. EK:  Certainly.  Because this is -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We want all the 


questions answered. 


MR. EK:  This is an -- we're gathering 


information from you on your concerns that you would 


like addressed in an environmental impact statement 


that is to come.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I came here hoping 


to get information, not have you gather, but to give 


it to me. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Well, then I'm sorry that 


you had the wrong impression of this meeting.  The 


meeting is a scoping meeting to try to get your 


concerns, to try to get the public's concerns with 
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regards to this proposed transmission line and where 


it's going, where it's going by their houses, the 


issues they have with it so we can take all that 


information and assemble it into a document, which 


is the environmental impact statement.  


That document will answer all the 


questions that you have all provided in comment.  


That document will have the alternatives, the pros, 


the cons, the positives, the impacts, the 


mitigations.  It will study all that.  So tonight is 


not a formality.  Tonight is actually the first best 


step at getting what information we need to study 


this proposed project to ensure that it's good for 


Minnesota and the PUC has the right information 


eventually when it comes to making a decision on 


whether this -- you know, where this line should go 


or whether it should even get a permit.  


So, no, it's not a formality.  It's 


important.  Your comments are important.  And I can 


tell you myself, they come to me.  They come across 


my desk.  I read them all.  I have stacks of them 


right now.  So, no -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So can I just ask, 


so if you get 400 submissions for different 


alternate routes, then what do you do?  What's the 
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next step?


MR. EK:  We'll have to sort through them 


and put them on maps and see what they look like and 


see how they would connect.  We'd have to look at 


the impacts.  Maybe your route alternative that's 


suggested has more impacts than what was originally 


suggested.  So we have to look at that.  We look at 


mitigation to those impacts.  We compare the 


alternatives.  Yeah, we put it on maps like you see, 


similar to what you see up there, and we try to 


piece them together.  And we'd go from there.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So you're willing 


to almost start over with this?


MR. EK:  Of course.  Yes, yes.  This -- 


that's part of the whole process, to get the public 


input.  And it's very important, yes.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You spent years 


getting to this point. 


MR. EK:  The Applicant spent years 


getting to this point, yes. 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Somebody did.  


Somebody did.


MR. POORKER:  Years.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.  So somebody 


spent a lot of time, and you're saying you're 
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willing to start with square one, just start over?  


MR. EK:  We're not willing, the State's 


required to do that.  It's in rule, it's in statute.  


We're required to take these applications.  We'll 


try to -- we're required to vet all the information.  


We're required to take in public comments, seek 


comments, seek alternatives.  We're required to put 


together an environmental impact statement. 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Then I guess I'd 


like to just recommend that instead of saying north 


and south or Rice or Scott or Le Sueur, let's all of 


us form a group, band together and get it away, 


because you'd be willing to take a look at that, 


getting it away from here.  Can we all maybe agree 


to do that?  


MR. EK:  You're not limited.  Like I said 


before, you're not limited to what you see in the 


blue or yellow lines.  And we will look at that. 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.


MR. EK:  Certainly.  Thank you.


MS. KABES:  Renee Kabes, K-A-B-E-S.  This 


stray voltage, by very little chance it hit me, can 


it kill me?


MR. EK:  No, it cannot kill you.  No.  


It's -- it would be a shock such as, you know, if 
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you --


MS. KABES:  Can it kill me?


MR. EK:  No, it cannot kill you.


MS. KABES:  How about if I had a 


defibrillator?  


MR. EK:  We answered that question.  And 


the newer defibrillators, no, it doesn't impact 


them.  The old ones, there is some questions whether 


it does impact the old ones, and we have that 


information from Medtronic and Guidant, the 


manufacturers.  But, no, the stray voltage cannot 


kill you.  


MR. SABALA:  Who's going to pay for a new 


pacemaker?  


MR. EK:  Do we have any other commenters?  


MR. SABALA:  I got a question.


MR. EK:  Come up here, sir.


MR. SALABA:  Okay.  My name is Clarence 


Salaba.  I was up here before.  S-A-B-A-L-A.  


And the question -- the lady asked about 


the defibrillator.  Who is going to pay for a 


defibrillator if it has to be replaced, if someone 


has an old one and it has to be replaced?  


MR. EK:  I'm sorry, I don't know how to 


answer that question, sir.  Thank you for your 
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comment.  


Any other comments?  


Well, I urge you all to submit comments, 


e-mail, writing, fax, online, before April 30th at 


4:30 p.m.  So please do.  It's important.  


Thank you all for coming and staying so 


late.  I appreciate it. 


(Public comments concluded.)
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MR. EK:  I guess we'll have a 


question/comment period.  So if I could have 


folks -- if you do have a comment, if you could just 


form a line here and comment into the microphone and 


we can see if we can answer any of your questions.  


If you could come up to the microphone, 


please, yeah.  


MS. JOHNSON:  Is it okay for short 


people?  


MR. EK:  If you can --


MS. MACCABEE:  Can we do it so they face 


us?  


MS. JOHNSON:  Yeah, I think I will face 


you.


MR. EK:  Well, we can -- 


MS. JOHNSON:  How about halfway?


MR. EK:  Halfway so the court reporter 


can also see you, too.  


So if you could state your name and spell 


it for the court reporter.  


MS. JOHNSON:  Sure.  My name is 


Patricia Johnson, P-A-T-R-I-C-I-A, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.  I 


live at 3940 220th Street East in Hampton Township.  


We bought our property, built a home, and 


have lived there for 28 years.  After learning in 
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January that the proposed transmission route would 


significantly impact the homes on 220th Street, we 


began visiting with our neighbors.  Many were 


unaware that a utility line was proposed.  A few had 


attended early meetings and been assured that the 


line was not going as far north as 220th Street.  


Everyone we spoke to expressed concern about the 


health impacts, decreased property values, and 


impairment of their quality of life.  


My neighbors signed petitions to enable 


me to be a member of the advisory task force being 


conducted by the Office of Energy Security.  We are 


all concerned about the lack of any state agency to 


balance the public interest against those of 11 


utilities with unlimited resources.  


Hampton Township is a rural community.  


Along 220th Street, the route CapX utilities have 


said they prefer for a high-voltage 345 volt (sic) 


transmission line.  We are a neighborhood of 


retirees, farmers, and families with young children.  


In this small segment of the route, from 


just west of Milepost 14 until the proposed new 


Hampton electric power station, there are 25 homes 


impacted by the CapX utility's proposed route with 


60 adults and 12 children.  
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In this small stretch of route, 2.5 


miles, there's six adults with or in remission from 


cancer, another four adults and one child with a 


chronic illness and, subsequently, compromised 


immune systems, and two older adults with pacemakers 


and defibrillators.  There are three homes where 


grandparents are providing daycare to their 


grandchildren, there is a licensed daycare for eight 


children under the age of six.  


The Cambodian Buddhist temple, a unique 


religious and cultural institution, is one of the 


largest in the United States.  It is also on the 


short stretch of 220th Street.  The temple serves a 


community of over 8,000 Cambodian Buddhists in 


Minnesota.  Outdoor celebrations are held several 


times a year at the temple, drawing attendance from 


the surrounding states.  


The area north of the temple building is 


used for farming and providing vegetables for the 


Twin Cities farmers' markets.  There's a housing -- 


there's housing on the property and the monks live 


there full time, as well as having worship services.  


Another unique land use is a resource 


breeding operation on 220th Street right across from 


the temple, their pastures border the right-of-way.  
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The owners derive their income from contracts to 


breed mares and raise foals for clients in the 


racing industry.  Horses in this industry can be 


valued at tens of thousands of dollars.  And the 


conditions under which mares breed foals, including 


the impacts of electric fields, are important to 


customers in their competitive business.  


The Hampton Woods, designated by Dakota 


County as a significant conservation and 


biodiversity significance area, has a long stretch 


of frontage along 220th Street.  It contains a large 


tract of old sugar maple, red oak forest.  The 


Hampton Woods provides habitat for a diverse number 


of natural plant species as well as wildlife.  


My husband and I have just completed 


converting 100 acres parallel to 220th Street to 


natural prairie with contributions from the Dakota 


County DNR and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 


Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The goal is 


to provide additional habitat for wildlife in the 


area, to mitigate flood plain issues, and promote 


the natural environment.  


The noise, aesthetic impacts, and 


electromagnetic field from the proposed high-voltage 


line along 220th Street would impact our home, our 
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goal in protecting the natural environment, and the 


property, lives, and the unique land uses of our 


neighbors.  We think the best way to avoid these 


impacts would be to stop the power line at Lake 


Marion, if this is feasible.  


In the alternative, we have asked the 


Kestrel group to develop an alternate route segment 


that would avoid the impacts on the Hampton Woods, 


the Cambodian Buddhist temple, and all the unique 


land uses and vulnerable people on 220th Street, and 


it would reduce the number of homes adjacent to this 


part of the power line.  


On behalf of our family and our 


neighbors, I request that the environmental impact 


statement for the Brookings power line include 


analysis of the impact on children, health, property 


values, and unique land uses, and include the 


alternative of stopping the line at Lake Marion and 


the alternative route to be prepared for the Hampton 


area that avoids 220th Street to minimize negative 


impacts by the high-voltage power line.


Thank you.


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Thank you for your 


comment, excellent.  


I just want to point out to folks that is 
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a very, very, very good example of the type of 


comments that we would like to see.  Very effective, 


goes into great detail on the items that are of 


concern.  So that's -- just for you, that's a very 


good example of comments we'd like to see.  


So go ahead, sir.  Please state your name 


and spell it. 


MR. BAUER:  I'm Bernard Bauer and I guess 


we own the land where this now-famous Hampton Corner 


is sitting right on.  And we own the land that is 


east of it, south of it, west of it, and north of 


it.  So I guess I find it a real problem, you know, 


even to be that concerned about the route because 


the route, seems to me, is going to end up on ours 


no matter where the route is.  So I will skip that 


part of it, where the routing is going.  


But anyway, this power -- this land that 


I'm talking about is used for farming, obviously, 


because it is an Ostrander-type soil and it has a 90 


CER, which is a very high rating.  It's -- that 


means, if somebody doesn't know, it's supposed to be 


certified equivalency rating and there is nothing 


higher than 100.  


And we did own land in the southern part 


of the state and we never have had any that was 90, 
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even in Mower or Dodge County.  That doesn't mean 


there isn't some that maybe gets closer to 100, but 


I don't know of any, I've never run across any.  But 


this is 90 because it is Ostrander and it is 


basically level, Ostrander is never perfectly level.  


But anyway, that's the end of that.  


But I guess we are getting almost fed up 


on all this stuff coming through our farm.  First it 


was -- Highway 52 took a corner off of about 


three -- oh, I guess it was about four acres.  I 


think they paid my dad at that time, that was back 


about 50 years or more, like, between $50 and $100 


an acre to make it kitty-corner.  Make us -- now 


we've been farming that on a kitty-corner angle now 


for the last 50 years or more for them few hundred 


dollars that he got out of it at the time.  


Then it was the power line that came from 


Prairie Island went through and they -- I can 


remember it as well as yesterday, they came through 


and they said we've got all these people signed up 


on this side of you and that side of you and we're 


paying $3,000 to go through your farm -- through the 


middle of the farm, $3,000, the rights through the 


middle of your farm, do you want to sign up today or 


what do you want to do, you know?
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My brother was standing there alongside 


of me and he didn't pause a moment, he said I'll 


give you twice that much if I never see you again.  


Well, we did see them again and they came through.  


But, I mean, this tells you how much power we have, 


you know, with eminent domain on their side and not 


on our side.  


But anyway, the next thing was -- after 


that power line went through, then it was the 


bridge -- 47 overpass bridge over 52.  Then they 


took a couple acres of ours, again, kitty-corner 


across the corner, about 160 perfectly square -- 


another Ostrander-type soil, they took another 


corner off from that.  And then after that, this is 


only like not much more than a year ago, they went 


kitty-corner through our farm with a pipeline.  


I guess we are really getting tired of 


it.  And besides that, sometimes they think, you 


know, money will solve it.  Well, as far as I'm 


concerned, as far as the two sons are concerned that 


want to be in farming, they're not concerned about 


that little bit of money that you get.  Because you 


know how far it would have went, that $100 -- or $50 


my dad got.  Or we got, you know, $3,000 when a 


power line went through the middle and we put in 
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irrigators.  And how could we put in irrigators when 


they've got a power line right through the middle of 


your farm?  


So then we had to substitute, you know, a 


couple little irrigators with piping it here to 


there and over there and wire it underground and 


everything.  And that went to heck after a few years 


and then we had to do it all over again.  Where 


otherwise you would have went right through the 


middle of the farm and put a center pivot in and 


there would have been no piping or anything.  The 


wire would have went underground from Dakota 


Electric right through the middle of the farm.  That 


would have been very simple and much, much cheaper.  


I couldn't even begin to say how much it cost us on 


the bitter end.  


But anyway, I guess I don't have that 


much to say.  I guess I would add, again, routing 


isn't going to solve it for us, I don't think, no 


matter where they route because I think they want to 


hit Hampton Corner.  I'm not sure but -- they've 


never told me that, I don't know why they don't tell 


me that.  But we've been to different meetings, 


we've talked to different people on the phone, but 


it never comes to a conclusion that, yes, we're 
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going to hit this corner.  


Well, this is all irrigated around there 


and I don't know what they're going to do with our 


irrigators.  If they're just going to say the heck 


with it, we don't care about your irrigators.  I 


don't have no idea, they never talk to us about it.  


I have asked about it, but they all seem to evade 


the question, I guess.  


But the other thing I was also going to 


mention was the health thing.  We live on 210th 


Street, I think this other lady was 220th.  But 


anyway, we have lost four people that live on 210th 


through cancer and we think it's because this 


existing power line that is there probably has 


something to do with it.  


But it isn't that I'm so smart, I think 


it has a lot to do with what we hear from -- the 


Mayo Clinic says.  They call where we live cancer 


alley.  Now, I don't know why they give it that 


name, but I think it's because a lot of people from 


our area go there because they have problems.  And 


they probably get diagnosed here and then they go 


down there and then, from that, they gave it that 


title.  


Now, I don't think it's a good title to 
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have and if we get more of this, I don't think 


that's going to help us very much at all.  In fact, 


I think, you know, it might be the detriment that 


will get most of us around that area some day.  I 


might be mistaken there.  


But anyway, I guess that's it.  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  And I'm sorry to hear about your past 


experiences, but I strongly urge you, don't let 


those past experiences discourage you from 


submitting what may be a different alternative as 


you see -- around your farm to the -- what's 


proposed up here and submitting it to us to take a 


look at that.  I really don't -- don't let the past 


discourage you now for submitting something that we 


can take a look at.  


Again, this is a proposal, it's not set 


in stone yet.  And that's the purpose of these 


meetings and these comment periods, is to get your 


input.  And I can tell you for a fact, all those 


comments come across my desk.  And I spoke to you 


before and I know there's hesitancy for people to 


believe that, but I do indeed look at all the 


comments that come across my desk.  


So I really encourage you to, you know, 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


14


submit -- point out your farm, you know, provide 


that information in a comment so we do have it.  And 


we also -- whatever you orally said here, we do have 


it on record as well.  


But an alternative -- it sounded like you 


were just relegated (sic) to the point that the line 


was going to be there.  But I do strongly suggest 


you submit what might be an alternative to what you 


see.  


Thank you for your comments.


MS. HELMBERGER:  Hi, I'm Cindy, 


C-I-N-D-Y, Helmberger, H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R.  


And I was at a meeting last night in 


New Prague and there were about 400 people, roughly, 


there.  So Patrice (sic), we totally agree with 


exactly what you're saying.  I live between Helena 


and Lake Marion, so I would like to shut it down and 


stop it at Helena.  


So I don't mean that to be combative, 


what I'm saying is that you've got everybody that -- 


nobody has come and said, my god, I want this thing.  


I want it in my backyard.  So you've got everybody 


west of you that doesn't want it, we want it stopped 


at Brookings.  We just do not want this anywhere for 


everything that you've stated.  
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So I'm bringing some new comments so I'm 


not repeating last night -- what I said.  But, 


basically, I guess because I'm on the Scott County 


side -- apologies to anyone on the Rice County side, 


but I think everybody has to make their statement as 


far as what their interests are.  


Rice County has about 6,000 people in the 


affected townships, Scott County has about 8,000, so 


just the math of that alone.  There's actually more 


houses in Scott County affected by the direct center 


line, if you will.  Based on the zero to 500 feet, 


there's 105 on the preferred, which is in 


Scott County, versus the alternate, 81.  So you've 


got about a 24-house difference there.  


My other concern is that not all of the 


households on the route segment were notified, and 


I'm not just talking about -- excuse me for a 


second, this blue line.  I happened to look at 


Appendix C, Map MPO1, lines HM113 and -189 are on 


our section, 16 and 17 in New Market.  Nobody got 


notified of a -- letters there.  


I also have a major concern that people 


that directly have an easement on that were not 


certified mailed, I did say that last night.  Any 


other kind of monetary information typically comes 
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certified mail.  I've had goofy things come to me 


certified mail.  So something that could potentially 


cost people huge financial -- $100,000, $500,000, 


you need to certified mail that.


The brochures that you sent -- again, I 


did say this last night, I apologize -- you need to 


write on there, this is a major power line going 


through your backyard and then people would have 


opened it.  So you would have had thousands of 


people turning out, so I think that was a real 


problem on CapX's end.  


I also noticed that on my route segment, 


it's more the yellow line than the blue line, it has 


me as having -- not farming, we farm.  We've got 


livestock about 30 feet away from that line.  So I 


need to submit my item on that so you know that 


we're farming that as well.  


The financial loss, so let's say you come 


in and you give me $10,000 for an acre, which I 


doubt even you'll give me that.  In the future, I 


could probably have two or three lots at $200,000, 


now I'm out $600,000.  I really don't see why 


somebody sitting on the other side of Hampton or 


wherever, Minneapolis, why they shouldn't pay an 


extra $5 a year in electricity, but I'm supposed to 
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be happy that I'm going to be losing a half million 


dollars in lots.  


Even if people don't even want to have -- 


you have that easement, they don't want to lose that 


either.  Even if they're not going to be gaining 


financially from it, they don't want to give up that 


easement.  


Also, for future projects -- just so 


people know, once you give up an easement, anything 


goes.  They can eventually triple the line, if they 


get an application for it, cell phone towers.  Once 


that easement's there, you have given up rights to 


everything on there.  I'd like it to be on record 


that if this goes through and people are forced into 


an easement, that any other future projects, 


disruption, or any item that goes through there, it 


becomes a new compensation for those people, that 


it's just not a one-time compensation.  


And again, my apologies to people if 


you're here from Rice County, but I think everyone 


has to look at -- globally, I don't want it.  Trust 


me, I don't want it whatsoever.  I don't think it's 


needed, there's not been an upgrade in 50 years, and 


I don't think any of you have lost electricity.  I 


have not lost it, except for maybe a couple of 
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hours.  So I really think the need is not there.  


The population is not going to explode like it has 


in the last 50 years.  So the electricity -- I just 


don't see the need for this.  


It's about three more miles to route it 


down in Rice County.  If you take from Helena to 


Lake Marion, it's just three more miles at the cost 


of $8 million to CapX.  Well, you take the loss of 


the values of property, those not even on that blue 


line, if you took a section of land and everybody 


can see those power lines, now their property value 


has decreased.  


So the $8 million is a pittance to CapX 


to do alternate routes.  And I hope that Rice 


County, if it goes that way, they can come up with 


an alternate as well.  I don't know why you can't 


route it way further south.  Someone said last 


night, do it where there's thousand-acre lots and it 


doesn't affect as many people.  That cost is just 


pittance to CapX and all of the utilities.  I think 


there's alternate solutions.  My goal is that South 


Dakota just shuts it down completely so that none of 


us in Minnesota have to worry about it at all.  


As far as the Lake Marion substation, I 


know you guys want to beef that up.  It's 12 to 16 
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acres that you're looking at purchasing.  I don't 


know that you have sent a letter to everybody in 


that area.  And on the east side of that area, I 


think it's really critical that you do that as well.  


I think everyone along that strip of Pillsbury needs 


to know that you're trying to really ramp this up.  


And the other thing is, as far as 


replacing trees, people have planted a lot of trees.  


That was a lot of manual work, a lot of hours of 


watering, feeding.  And if you come and strip those 


through, are you willing to replace trees that 


probably cost $1,000 to put in a 30-foot tree?  And 


if somebody has about 800 of those, are you willing 


to pay that much money to do that?  Because people 


are going to demand that that will be part of the 


easement cost.  


So thank you for your time.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  And 


just on the -- thank you for all of your comments, 


they're very precise, effective, and we have them in 


the record.  


But on the tree thing, yes, that is in 


the permit.  If trees are damaged, removed, and so 


forth because of the transmission line, yes, the 


power company or the Applicants would be required to 
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compensate for that.  


But very good comments, that's another 


very good example of comments.  Very precise on what 


the person felt and what should be examined in the 


environmental impact statement.  So I appreciate it, 


thank you.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Do you want me to move that up 


for you?  Let's see here, there we go.  That's 


great.  


MR. MACDONAGH:  Hello, my is 


Peter MacDonagh.  I've been retained by the Johnsons 


on 220th Avenue (sic) and I'm with the Kestrel 


Design Group and I'm on the faculty at the 


University of Minnesota in landscape architecture 


and architecture.  I'm a landscape architect, an 


arborist, and a horticulturist.  And our -- we 


specialize in sustainable natural inventories.  


And I guess the fundamental guidelines 


here are to avoid human and environment harm, avoid 


as many homes as possible, avoid 


childcare/vulnerable people, avoid unique land uses, 


avoid areas of biological diversity, limit river 


impacts, and avoid rare and endangered species.  


And I'd also like to speak to the idea of 
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stopping the line at Lake Marion substation.  I'm 


not an expert in electrical issues or electrical 


transmission or needs, but this seems to impact, 


particularly, a great number of -- there's a great 


number of impacts.  And so that's one proposal.  


So let me hold that up.  So that's the 


Lake Marion -- 


MR. EK:  I can hold that up for you. 


MR. MACDONAGH:  So that's the Lake Marion 


substation and this is the proposed Hampton 


substation and we're suggesting that this route be 


stopped here (indicating).  And so that's one 


option.  


And then there are two routes that are 


being proposed, the first one is the -- running a 


power line down 220th Street and here's a list of 


some of those impacts, let me turn this around.  


So that's this route right here 


(indicating), where it ends up in that Hampton 


substation.  So there's 5.7 miles, 26 homes within 


500 feet, three -- 14 homes within 300 feet, 150 -- 


within 150 feet, there are five homes, there's 


7.7 acres of wetland impacts -- in acres, and 3,600 


feet of the Vermillion River, south branch, is 


impacted.  
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So -- and then there's Hampton Woods 


right here (indicating), which is a -- there's the 


stars that are asterisked on here are -- a county 


biological survey from DNR picked up these 


endangered species here, and there five species -- 


federally- or state-endangered species, Blanding's 


turtle, Loggerhead shrike, big tick-trefoil, these 


are two plants, American ginseng, and so that's an 


issue.  There are four public waters crossings, 


stream crossings.  


MR. EK:  If you could speak into the mic.


MR. MACDONAGH:  Sure.  There are 43 NWI, 


National Wetland Inventory -- in crossings, and then 


I mentioned the -- and then the Vermillion, which is 


a trout stream.  So that's the main route that's 


being proposed.  


And then the second is a southern route, 


which comes down and across, up to the Hampton 


substation.  And there's 109 homes that would be 


impacted on that route within 500 feet of the center 


line.  And it would go through Hampton -- the town 


of Hampton, and there are five, also, species 


impacted through that section as well, that southern 


route.  There are three stream crossings, 27 wetland 


adjacencies within 150 feet.  And we also have a 
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plant -- a rare plant community on that route as 


well.  


And based on the number of impacts on 


this one -- from the preferred is 66, but in this 


one, this alternate, is proposed at 109 impacts to 


homes.  And it does not seem to be a particularly 


good-faith effort.  It seems like not something 


that's been really given a lot of thought, I could 


be wrong.  But -- 


And then, also, I wanted to hold up this 


board right here (indicating).  So this is the 


community on 220th, the Buddhist temple where, as 


Trish Johnson said earlier, there are -- monks live 


there, as well as they have outdoor rituals and 


ceremonies for their temple.  And then there's the 


unique land use of the stud farm also on 220th, and 


then the number of houses that are also being 


impacted along that route.  


And then the last thing I'd like to 


emphasize is that, if the Hampton substation is a 


requirement, then why is it to the north and why 


can't it be further south?  I don't -- again, I'm 


not an electric -- I'm not an electrical engineer 


and I'm not a specialist in transmission of these 


kinda of issues, but at this Hampton substation, 27 
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architectural sites within a mile, it basically goes 


through downtown Hampton.  There's another mesic 


prairie in the middle of the substation area, one 


public waters, wetland, and again, there are two 


endangered -- rare and endangered species, state and 


federal, in that location as well.  


So anyway, those are my main points that 


I wanted to make about the -- both the -- the issue 


of stopping at Lake Marion or the two proposed 


routes or the Hampton substation and its impacts.  


Thanks.  


MR. EK:  May I just ask, will you be 


submitting, maybe, these maps or this information, 


possibly?  


MR. MACDONAGH:  Yes.  For the record, 


yes.  


MS. MACCABEE:  By April 30 for sure. 


MR. EK:  Great.  In any form, I mean, you 


don't need them today.  


MS. MACCABEE:  A big file cabinet. 


MR. EK:  Exactly.  No.  But it would be 


beneficial information, so that's why I asked, it 


would be great to see.  


You did have one question about the 


Hampton -- the location of the Hampton substation 
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and I was -- Craig, I don't know if you might be 


able to answer why it couldn't be put to the south 


or why it's suggested to be put where it is in that 


location?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  The Hampton 


substation is proposed in that circle, or oval, 


whatever it is there, north of Hampton -- north or 


northwest of Hampton because of the interconnection 


requirement -- not requirement, but what our 


planners and engineers want to see is that we 


connect into that 345-kV transmission line.  And so 


wherever that substation ends up being, they do want 


to connect into that 345.  


And Mr. Bauer commented about possibly 


going across his property, that would be the 


shortest distance.  Is that the best way to go?  


We're not sure of that.  That's why that circle is 


there, because we don't know where the sub will be 


and where we might connect into that existing 345-kV 


transmission grid. 


MR. EK:  And then just, also, to let you 


folks know, you're not limited to suggesting 


alternative routes, but you can also suggest 


alternative locations for the substation, too.  I 


failed to mention that, that's also a possibility 
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that we would, you know, accept and, of course, take 


a look at.  


So, additional commenters, please.  


If you could state your name and spell 


it, please.  


MS. ENGGREN:  My name is Mary Ann 


Enggren, M-A-R-Y, capital A, N-N, E-N-G-G-R-E-N.  


I get a little nervous, I'm not a public 


speaker.  My proposed route would be to go much 


further south and avoid that Hampton -- and this 


beautiful area entirely.  


My home is on a narrow two-lane road, 


220th Street East in Farmington, Minnesota, Castle 


Rock Township.  The proposed and preferred route of 


the Brookings line would run on the west and the 


north side of my home.  You have colored me purple, 


dark purple, possibly even red, being that I'm going 


to be attacked from two sides, potentially.  


I live in the country on four acres with 


my three sons and my 17-month-old grandson half 


time.  We are blessed to live in an area with Mother 


Nature at her finest.  The purpose of my statement 


is to express my adamant opposition to the -- I'm 


sorry, the proposed CapX initiative.  


I believe that insufficient time has been 
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allowed to study the impact of the critical 


environmental, health, and aesthetic risks, not to 


mention the decreased value of properties and homes.  


More time must be allocated to assess actual need, 


examine energy alternatives, and assess impacts and 


outcomes.  


I also oppose the preferred route and, at 


the very least, if approved, the line should stop at 


the Lake Marion substation.  Given that coal-fired 


plants would initially be the primary source of 


power being generated, this initiative contradicts 


and undermines initiatives to save energy and reduce 


the carbon footprint.  


This line is not in line with the 


Minnesota Clean Energy Act.  The United States 


government has advised power companies to avoid 


building near residential areas.  This proposed line 


runs next to and in between homes.  A stance in 


European countries imposed restrictions on the 


construction of, or expansion of, power lines near 


human habitation.  Norway, England, Sweden, Spain, 


and Australia (sic) are just a few of these 


countries.


The concerns I have are many.  Health, I 


am a cancer survivor, I am in remission.  CapX 
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information related to health concerns show there 


are no threats to human or animal health.  My 


research and my medical background shows there are 


many health concerns due to EMF.  EMF has been 


linked to a variety of health problems.  Childhood 


leukemia rates are double for children in close 


proximity to high-voltage power.  Brain tumors are 


increased in both children and adults.  If we are 


concerned about EMF from cellphones, I know we 


should about concerned about EMF from a 345 volt 


(sic) line.  


High level power line EMF can interfere 


with a pacemaker's ability to sense normal 


electrical activity in the heart, suppression of the 


hormone melatonin, which acts as an antioxidant in 


our bodies.  Decreased melatonin also causes 


disruption in sleep patterns.  High-frequency EMFs 


have sufficient energy to directly break chemical 


bonds, causing damage to molecules, ranging from 


water to DNA, leading to an increased risk of 


cancer, including breast.  


Engineers are not known for their 


interest or medical knowledge, that's not their area 


of research or expertise.  At medical facilities, we 


wear badges that measure stray radiation and the 
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levels are checked monthly for safety reasons.  Who 


will be checking our safety?  


Environmental.  You will be destroying 


trees, altering wetlands, and for my area, we have 


the Hampton Woods.  Interrupting migration patterns, 


natural habitats will be permanently destroyed.  EMF 


is known to cause an increase in the number of 


tumors and the size of tumors in animals.  We need 


to do everything we can to save and maintain our 


wetlands, trees, and other natural habitats, not 


destroy them.  We have a tall stream preservation 


river and your line would run next to it.


Aesthetic.  These monstrous towers would 


destroy our beautiful scenery.  I chose to live in 


the country for its beauty and to be with nature.  


Noise.  The constant buzzing, snapping, 


and cracking will destroy the peace of living in the 


country at all of our homes, our sanctuaries.  It's 


called noise pollution.  I will be unable to open my 


windows and doors and listen to the birds.  The 


animals will leave due to the noise.  The continued 


sound that I want to hear is from geese, ducks, and 


the many varieties of birds in my backyard, 


including bald eagles and hawks.  


Property values.  This property line 
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(sic) route would cause a huge decrease in my 


property and my home value.  Studies show a 20- to 


60-percent decline in property values next to major 


power lines.  My land would not be taken, but I will 


not be compensated.  This is significant, who 


compensates me for this loss?  This is my major 


lifetime investment. 


When an activity raises threat or harm to 


human health or the environment, precautionary 


measures should be taken.  You must examine the full 


range of alternatives.  We should not have to pay in 


terms of our health, damage to the environment, 


increased rates, or decrease in our property values.  


I ask that you find an alternative route 


that is not 220th Street, close to homes, temples, 


farms, and wildlife reserves.  I ask you to deny the 


preferred route, find one that goes through an open 


area, if one has to be it -- at all.  So better yet, 


no line.  But let's find a viable alternative.  This 


should be at your cost, not ours.  And I ask you 


again to -- if it has to be, to stop it at the Lake 


Marion substation.  


Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  And 


all of those items -- well, especially since you 
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commented on them, we will be identifying in the EIS 


and analyzing -- study them.  


I'd like to ask if the information you 


had on EMF and so forth, if maybe after the meeting 


you could possibly -- I could get your e-mail 


address and you could maybe forward me some of that 


information?  


MS. ENGGREN:  Certainly. 


MR. EK:  Because I would really like to 


have that.


And then you brought up -- it was a need 


question on whether this is needed.  And just to let 


folks know, there's been -- it's about -- need and 


routing are two separate processes for the Public 


Utilities Commission.  So we're -- right here, 


today, we're discussing routing of this project.  


There's been about a two- or three-year process for 


this project in deciding the need, the PUC will be 


deciding the need for this project.  


And they've gone through -- everything's 


closed now.  Next Wednesday they will be hearing 


oral arguments from folks that have been involved 


through this whole need process.  And then Thursday 


the Commission, Public Utilities Commission will 


actually deliberate on whether this project is 
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needed and make a decision on yes, it's needed, or 


no, it's needed (sic).  


Depending on that decision next Thursday, 


if they say no, this project goes away.  If they say 


yes, this routing process does continue and -- from 


there.  Those meetings are open to the public, folks 


are more than welcome to attend.  But, however, it's 


not an opportunity for folks to comment at those 


meetings.  They can listen, but you can't go up and 


comment and raise your hand and so forth.  


But I just wanted to let folks know that 


there are two different processes when it comes to 


need and routing.  So next week they will decide the 


need of the project.  


Thank you for your comments.  


MR. BEISSEL:  You kind of threw a -- 


Jerry Beissel, Hampton.  


MR. EK:  I'll move that up for you.


MR. BEISSEL:  You kind of threw a -- B as 


in boy, E-I-S-S-E-L.  


I had a little bit to say, but it was on 


need, you just ruined it.  But anyway, I think we 


don't need it.  But why have we got a Northern 


States Power plant, what, 20 miles the way the birds 


fly from Hampton?  Now we're going to put another 
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substation right in Hampton, why do we need it when 


we've got that big place right there?  


Here I was thinking, gees, the wind's 


always blowing that way, couldn't they -- maybe if 


something ever happens and now they're routing to 


Hampton.  


But now they're going to put one on the 


other end of town and a lot of people don't have 


cable TV, how much noise I am going to get from it?  


I don't have cable, I don't ever plan on getting it.  


Are we going to be able to even listen to our TV 


after that?  What the government did with the boxes 


and everything else, now we've got that going on.  


And another thing, somebody said it's 


going to go south of Hampton.  Well, when they get 


there, then they're going to go back -- even if 


they -- I hope they don't ever go through Hampton 


like that other route is, that would really be bad.  


But if they did it in the south of 


Hampton, I think they should quit it at Lake Marion, 


too.  Because if we've got the Northern States down 


there, why do we need it to come right to Hampton, 


why can't we go south?  Nine times out of ten, 


they're going to Rochester from our place and then 


they're going to go by us anyhow, so why don't they 
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just head that way right now?  


That's really all I've got to say. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  The questions -- most of 


the questions you brought up are on need.  And 


unfortunately, I'm not part of that whole need 


process on why they need the line here or why that 


plant is there and why this line is needed.  


And that's what I was getting at, there 


has been a whole year's -- a couple years of 


determining and arguments on whether it's needed and 


so forth.  Unfortunately, I can't answer those 


questions.  


The question you asked about the TVs and 


reception issues, we've studied that in past EAs and 


EISs and so forth, and have found it not to be an 


issue, that the transmission lines do not impact TV 


reception and so forth.  So that should not be an 


issue.  However, at the same time -- 


MR. BEISSEL:  Yeah, but everybody else's 


got cable. 


MR. EK:  No.  But that's even over the 


air lines, we looked at that.  Radio, cell phone, TV 


transmission, that's part of the -- that's a subject 


we do look at in the environmental impact statement.  


And, you know, in past studies we found that not to 
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be -- that not to be impacted by high-voltage 


transmission lines.  


However, that doesn't stop us from 


continuing to study it in this environmental impact 


statement.  


MR. BEISSEL:  What about the -- are they 


going to -- are they going to go right to Rochester 


from there?  Why don't they just go south as they're 


going there, instead of going right by all this 


housing area, through the town?  


MR. EK:  Craig, maybe -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  


MR. BEISSEL:  And why haven't you put a 


power plant there already, 20 miles away from -- 


probably the way the bird flies from the Hampton?  


MR. POORKER:  The reason for the 


substation at this Hampton location is so that we 


can interconnect into that existing 345 kV line, 


which is the reason that we can't go just south to 


Rochester and La Crosse from there.  But the reason 


for that substation is to interconnect to that 


existing 345 and get that grid system connected.  


MR. BEISSEL:  But there's nothing there 


now.  


MR. POORKER:  Right.  But that's -- this 
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proposal, this transmission line, would interconnect 


into that existing substation -- or that existing 


345 kV line.  And that's the reason for a substation 


right there, it's to connect the two.


MR. BEISSEL:  But why not go south 


further, what's the difference?  


MR. POORKER:  Because the 345 line from 


there, from Hampton, I believe, goes north and it 


goes east, it does not go south.


MR. BEISSEL:  Is it there now?  


MR. POORKER:  The transmission line, yes.


MR. BEISSEL:  It is there now.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  It's an existing 345 


kV line that comes out of Prairie Island.  


MR. BEISSEL:  The one that comes across 


the south of town (sic)?


MR. POORKER:  Pardon?


MR. BEISSEL:  The one that comes across 


the south of town?  


MR. POORKER:  Northeast of Hampton, 


right.  Yup, that's the one.  That's a 345 kV 


transmission line. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment, sir.


MS. MACCABEE:  My name is Paula Maccabee, 


and that's M-A-C-C-A-B-E-E.  I live in St. Paul, 
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Minnesota, not in this area, but I represented the 


Citizens Energy Task Force during the past year in 


the CapX 2020 certificate of need proceedings.  And 


in these routing proceedings for just the Brookings 


line, I'm representing Patricia and Robert Johnson 


who live on 220th Street.  


Now, as a lawyer for CETF, we've been 


arguing in front of the Public Utilities Commission 


and went through an administrative trial all last 


summer that the power lines are not needed for 


regional reliability.  


And recently, we made a motion to reopen 


the record at the Public Utilities Commission on the 


basis that the recession has resulted in actual 


declines in electric demands and that the lines are 


not needed.  


And we've also argued that even if this 


line is needed, the Brookings line, it should be a 


wind line and there should be requirements that any 


new capacity be wind.  So far, the utilities have 


vehemently opposed that and the agencies have not 


supported this.  So this power line, if it goes 


through, is likely to contain a substantial portion 


of coal energy rather than being the wind line that 


it is advertised as.  
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These are issues that will not be 


included in today's EIS, it is before the Public 


Utilities Commission.  I wanted to make just one 


correction of what Scott Ek was saying.  Usually 


oral argument does not include comments from the 


public.  I think due to the level of interest in the 


CapX proceedings, Bret Eknes, who's the staff over 


at the PUC, has said that members of the public will 


be allowed an opportunity to talk if it's less than 


three minutes.  And it's strongly recommended that 


you send an e-mail or make a call 24 hours ahead of 


time to get permission.  


So if you came here because you just want 


to say the thing is not needed and make that 


argument, it's not really this part of the 


proceeding.  But you can call or e-mail Bret Eknes 


at the PUC and make a very brief statement next 


week.  


During the certificate of need 


proceeding, one of the things Steve, he had did, is 


try to focus on bringing in evidence of the -- on 


behalf of citizens about the harmful effects of 


power lines and trying to make sure that they 


minimize the impacts on human beings and on the 


environment.  
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So the next couple comments I'm making 


are really on behalf of Citizens Energy Task Force 


as well as the Johnsons, is that I want to make sure 


that we include in this environmental impact 


statement detailed analysis of the environmental 


impacts.  


And I'm leaving Attachment A, it's an 


excerpt, about 10 or 12 pages, from the record of 


the certificate of need proceedings.  The 


Administrative Law Judge made some findings that 


power lines impact human beings and the environment.  


And then I also included excerpts from the Citizens 


Energy Task Force proposed findings of fact, with 


all the reference to the record.  


And some the specific impacts that were 


documented in the other case are impacts on 


landscape and the environment, decrease in property 


values, audible noise, electric fields, and 


electromagnetic fields.  And our position is that 


the environmental impact statement is required to 


make a more thorough analysis of these issues than 


was done in the certificate of need.  


And we'd like to highlight some specific 


areas where we think the EIS should be more 


in-depth.  First, the EIS should identify protected 
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and valued natural resources in the Dakota County 


area, that's also Dakota County farmland and natural 


area program sites.  And that the EIS should 


identify cultural and religious/unique land uses, 


and that should be avoided and not be impacted by 


the power line.  


Second, the data in the certificate of 


need proceeding regarding effects on property 


values, was not original research.  It used research 


from the Arrowhead power line, which is in 


Wisconsin.  And we've already heard people comment a 


little bit about people who live in this area are 


choosing to be near the Twin Cities and yet have the 


peace and quiet of a rural lifestyle.  And so we 


strongly recommend that the Brookings EIS talk to 


local Realtors, local appraisers, and get more 


accurate information about the impacts of this power 


line on property values.  Because the estimate that 


was made in the certificate of need case of zero to 


14 percent is likely to be a substantial 


understatement of what the impacts would be on some 


of these homes.


And that's actually relevant to the 


utilities, because if they are taking a very 


valuable piece of property and diminishing its value 
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by 20 or 30 percent, it may be just as inexpensive 


to go further south, go to a wide open space, and 


not have to pay those costs.  


Another thing is, we are requesting that 


there be more a intensive investigation of the issue 


of audible noise.  In the Administrative Law Judge's 


finding in the certificate of need proceedings, the 


information that CapX submitted, which was about 


this same power line, was insufficient to show that 


noise levels would meet state nighttime noise level 


rules.  There's state rules on the subject in 


residential areas.  


And what's interesting is the routing 


application used different numbers for the same 


power line.  So if you compare page 6-14 of the 


routing application for the Brookings line, with 


page 9.21 of the CapX 2020 certificate of need, you 


get inconsistent numbers.  


So I'm asking staff to look at this, 


maybe actually go out and do some testing of 345 kV 


lines during wet and foggy conditions where the -- 


and make sure that the impacts of these power lines 


on noise are not being understated in the routing 


application.  


Similarly, in the routing application 
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there wasn't really any information about the noise 


impacts of substations.  It was just this sort of 


blanket statement that the design and distance will 


be enough so it complies with state rules.  And I 


think that it's incumbent on staff -- and I know 


you've got an engineering firm working with you -- 


to get a much more detailed analysis on that.  Once 


again, the certificate of need, there was no 


analysis of substation noise and that is an 


important issue.  


There are also important gaps in the 


analysis in the routing application and actually 


being carried over from the certificate of need, are 


the impacts of magnetic fields, which we think it's 


very important that the EIS take care of.  


It first pertains to human pacemakers and 


defibrillators.  Both the environmental report and 


the certificate of need and the routing application, 


and that's pages 3-18 to 3-19 of the routing 


application, acknowledge that the predicted electric 


fields from this power line could produce 


interference with certain types of pacemakers.  


The EIS needs to identify how many and 


what type of pacemakers and defibrillators are 


actually used by residents in the path of the power 
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lines and make sure that the power lines don't put 


these residents at risk of either morbidity or 


mortality from interference with the pacemakers.  


Ms. Johnson has actually gone door to 


door and there are apparently two older folks with 


defibrillators and pacemakers right on this route 


and there needs to be avoidance.  It's one thing to 


say I don't want to look at it, it's another thing 


when people have their lives and their health at 


risk.  And the sort of statement that, well, even if 


there's interference, they can right themselves.  I 


certainly wouldn't want it if it were a relative of 


mine to have that risk happening.  


In addition, the EIS needs to do a more 


through analysis of the impacts of electric fields 


and stray voltage on both human health and 


livestock.  We need to get both the research from 


the literature and from the recent litigation.  


There's a lot of recent litigation having to do with 


the effects, primarily on dairy cattle.  


But that will help us -- help the EIS 


identify whether there's certain kinds of farming 


operations or breeding operations that really should 


be avoided if the impacts can't be mitigated with 


enough distance.  And so that's one other area where 
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I think the record is inadequate in the certificate 


of need proceeding, and the routing application does 


not provide enough information.  


You had another person testifying, I 


think she was a nurse, about electromagnetic fields.  


The Administrative Law Judge in the certificate of 


need proceeding, in her findings, 398 to 407, 


recognized that there had been an association of 


electromagnetic fields with cancer, in particular 


with doubling the rate of childhood leukemia.  


And at the edge of -- at the edge of the 


right-of-way, the 75 foot over from the CapX 345 


lines, the levels of EMF were higher than in the 


studies that showed a doubling of childhood 


leukemia.  And she raised that issue with a concept 


of prudent avoidance.  One of the claims that was 


made in the certificate of need proceeding is that 


the -- that there's an association between the power 


lines and cancer, but that's not the same as cause.  


What I'm going to strongly recommend -- 


and I've brought a couple attachments, one is the 


BioInitiative Report, it's about 600 pages of -- 


from an international group who looked specifically 


at the impacts of electromagnetic fields on human 


health, and we printed one because it's a nuisance 
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to print 600 pages.  And then we also have a 


peer-reviewed journal article from Dr. Dave 


Carpenter and a coauthor, which basically -- it's 


called Setting Prudent Public Health Policies for 


Electromagnetic Field Exposures.  And both of these 


documents suggest that the evidence of causation is 


much stronger than what the electric utility 


industry would have us believe and suggests that 


there needs to be wider right-of-ways and avoidance 


of homes in order to really enact the policy of 


prudent avoidance.  


And I would actually suggest that staff 


call Dr. Carpenter, I have spoken to him briefly.  


He's in Albany, New York, his contact information is 


on his article.  Because this is more current 


research, and his research, also, is in a 


peer-reviewed journal in 2008.  And I think in 


trying to protect people and minimize human 


settlement, there needs to be the most current 


research on the impacts.  


In addition to conducting a thorough 


analysis of the adverse impacts on human settlement 


and natural environment, we're going to be working 


on alternative routes.  I think the -- from our 


perspective, the shorter the route, the less it's 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


46


necessary.  If the Brookings line is necessary to 


bring power into the Twin Cities, we'd asked -- 


we've asked that the Public Utilities Commission 


consider the possibility that it quit at Helena and 


Lake Marion would be sufficient to bring power into 


the Twin Cities.  


That may not be chosen by the Public 


Utilities Commission, but that would certainly 


reduce the number of impacts, because the dense area 


of settlement tends to be in Scott County and in 


Dakota County on the eastern end of this power line.  


We looked at this.  This short segment, 


from Lake Marion on, is about 18 miles of a 237-mile 


project.  It's less than eight percent of the power 


line's length, yet represents over one-fifth of the 


residential exposures.  So if it's possible from an 


electric point of view to cut it off there, that 


would be an excellent way to reduce exposure.  


The other thing we've paid a lot of 


attention to is looking at the alternatives.  And 


this is on behalf the Johnson family, because 


Citizens Energy Task Force is not looking at 


northern and southern routes, we're staying out of 


that.  But in light of the concerns of the neighbors 


on 220th, we took a look at the -- the blue route, 
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the alternative southern route, to see if whether we 


could disrecommend that route.  And looking closely, 


we have some concerns that that route is not 


optimized.  A southern route would be suggested by 


the utility saying that they want to ring around the 


metro area.  


And also, I think -- we talked to a 


number of neighbors who said that they had heard at 


these -- at meetings that a southern route was 


recommended because there's more big open spaces.  


This part in Hampton (indicating) is one of the 


areas where it doesn't look like the southern route 


was optimized.  If you go over by 35W and Pillsbury, 


having those two wide corridors where there's a 


great deal of population density, looks like another 


place where the southern route was not optimized.  


And so we're looking -- and then, also, the southern 


route goes right across Chub Lake, which seems to me 


as sort of a perplexing choice from a natural 


resources perspective.  


So we believe that if the decision of the 


Public Utilities Commission is that we need to -- 


the power line needs to go to Hampton, that there 


ought to be more of a serious effort to make this 


southern alternative minimize impacts on homes and 
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minimize impacts on natural features.  And I guess I 


understand, at this point, the ball's in the court 


of the facility permitting staff and you have hired 


consultants to help you and we would really request 


that there be an effort to have a blue route that 


doesn't hit so many people up by that New Market 


area and doesn't go through the heart of the city of 


Hampton, but actually tries to take as careful a 


route as possible to avoid people and natural 


features.


And finally, on behalf of, sort of, the 


folks on 220th Street, this preferred route, maybe 


it looked okay at a distance of 10,000 feet, but 


when you go actually door to door, it's a route that 


really does magnify the impacts.  It's a clustering 


of relatively dense residential areas, it's a unique 


cultural resource.  I think the Buddhist temple is 


one of the largest in the United States.  It serves 


the entire 8,000-member Cambodian Buddhist community 


of the Twin Cities area.  And as you could see from 


the pictures that Mr. MacDonagh showed, there are 


gatherings there of thousands of people, as well as 


the services and use for a meditation center.  And 


it seems in this great big state of ours, we could 


avoid putting a route immediately next to that, as 
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well as next to the -- one of the few areas, the 


Hampton Woods, that is an area of high biological 


diversity significance in Dakota County.  


We're going to tackle trying to get this 


small segment off 220th Street and hope that we can 


get the help of the State and your engineers to do a 


relatively more substantial job, which is find a 


southern route that is really a good-faith 


optimization and protects as many as people and 


natural resources as possible.  


And I'm leaving today the excerpts from 


the certificate of need docket that talk about 


adverse impacts, the BioInitiative Report, and then 


the peer-reviewed article we offer of Dr. Carpenter 


that talks about EMF. 


MR. EK:  Great.  Thank you for your 


comments.  So you will be leaving this large 


document, great.


MS. MACCABEE:  Yes.  Yes, yes, yes.  


MR. EK:  I appreciate it.


MS. MACCABEE:  I'm also leaving the 


summary.  I just wanted -- which most of us have 


read.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  Well, thank you very much 


for your comments. 
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Pull that up, again. 


MR. MACDONAGH:  Peter MacDonagh, Kestrel 


Design Group, University of Minnesota, and the last 


name's M-A-C-D-O-N-A-G-H.  


And I wanted to follow up in regards to 


the Hampton Woods issue simply because it's 


something that we take a look at a lot in our work.  


And the map that I put up is -- well, this is the 


preferred route, the green across 220th, there's 


Hampton Woods right there (indicating).  So this is 


Dakota County and this is a map produced by the DNR, 


the heritage section of the DNR.  And these are the 


natural communities and rare species of Dakota 


County, Minnesota.  


So there is quite a few of these produced 


for the state, most -- a good few of the counties 


have them.  What I want to point out is, is this 


Hampton Woods right here.  And at one time, as you 


all know, the county looked like this (indicating) 


with a lot the prairie, big woods, maple, basswood, 


and oak forests.  


And this is the Minnesota River 


(indicating), for orientation, and this is the 


Mississippi River.  And you can see that this 


Hampton Woods is the largest piece of natural area.  







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


51


And when we say a natural area, we mean a sustaining 


system, it's a system that can run on its own 


without people having to give it various supports.


And this is the largest one outside these 


two corridors here, this is part of the national 


park, Upper Mississippi River National Park, and 


this is part of the wildlife refuge on the Minnesota 


River.  So this is a very, very, very significant 


piece.  And just as -- also as a context, this is 


Humorel (phonetic) Park right here (indicating), 


well over 5,000 acres in size.  The patch of forest 


there that is self-sustaining is considerably 


smaller than the Hampton Woods part.  


So -- and if you take a look at this map 


and you look for these little asterisks and stars, 


which are these threatened, rare, and endangered 


species, very, very few have -- very few of these 


plant or natural areas have one of those on them, 


and this one has two.  The only places you can find 


with multiple endangered species is when you go to 


the very large holdings of the corridors.  


And then, last, for the alternate route, 


the proposed is to run through Chub Lake and that's 


right here (indicating).  And you can also see by 


those colors that it is also an endangered plant 
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community and has endangered species here as well.  


So the alternate route cuts through this 


rare plant community and a very important 


landscape-type, unique landscape-type, as does this 


one which goes to the northern edge of Hampton 


Woods.


So I wanted to bring those two things up 


and put them in context.  Just for scaling purposes, 


each one of these is a township, 36 square miles.  


Of the hundreds of square -- over 100 square 


miles -- hundreds of square miles in Dakota County, 


you can see these very, very isolated little 


patches.  And the larger patches are the most 


valuable patches because we're missing most of what 


we call interior species.  Things that live in -- if 


you have a lot of edge on something, it doesn't have 


much strength and resilience for the long term.  


But places that are shaped like this, 


almost like a circle, have the most resilience.  And 


the bigger they are, the more you can have these 


interior species, which are the threatened, rare, 


and endangered ones, for the most part, rather than 


the general species.  


So I just wanted to add that in and that 


was in reference to the 220th route, you can see 
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there's Hampton Woods (indicating).  And then off 


the map here, the Chub Lake alternate, which also -- 


or the alternate which cuts through Chub Lake.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


If you could state and spell your name, 


please.  


MS. ENDRES:  We've got the yo-yo bank 


microphone.  Lori M. Endres, L-O-R-I, middle initial 


M as in Marie, E-N-D-R-E-S.  


Well, I, like many, are concerned about 


the proximity to homes and the decrease in property 


value, and the compensation for that, health 


effects, and noise from the line.  And all these 


things can be -- you can put a price on it.  But how 


much price -- do you want to live where one of these 


lines go through?  So you're going to give me X 


amount of dollars for the line going through, am I 


even going to be able to sell my house if I don't 


want to live there?  Why would anyone want to 


purchase a house that this line goes right in front 


of?  


I'd like just a show of hands, how many 


people are here because they want this power line?  


Let the record show, no one showed their show of 
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hands.  And how many people are here because it 


directly affects property?  Show of hands, I'd say 


that's about 75 percent.  


You know, all is well, you had all these 


public hearings, but I would probably say the ratio 


of why people are here is because it goes by their 


property and they don't want it.  So what can people 


in this room that feel like they're on this 237-mile 


stretch and they feel like they're one dot on the 


line, what can they do other than come here and try 


to be a voice?  But they're against the big monster 


that's shoving it down their throat, we need this 


for the rest of Minnesota.  Well, we don't want it.  


So what do we do?  What do we, the speck, do about 


it?  


You know, if you really need this line, 


why don't you consider going underground?  It's 


going to cost a lot of money, but it ain't going to 


affect anyone's property value like this here line 


is.  You know, if you have to have this line and you 


really feel like the little specks on this route 


mean something, then pay for it and go underground.  


My idea is, everyone wants it stopped at 


Lake Marion, to go -- and you have to have it in 


Hampton because you've got to hook up to this other 
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345 line -- voltage line, why don't you just go to 


Prairie Island?  Avoid Hampton, go right to Prairie 


Island. 


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments.  


And I just want to point out, I'm with 


the State of Minnesota, we are not building the 


line.  So when you're directing those questions 


towards me as to why we're doing it, or why -- 


our -- my job is with the State of Minnesota to look 


at the application that was submitted to us for the 


proposed project.  The State is not building the 


line and hasn't proposed these routes, just to 


clarify that.  


To answer your question about being a dot 


or a speck on the map, I would argue that that's not 


true, that this process is all about the public 


getting involved.  And what you can do is submit a 


comment, the comments are important.  As I said, I 


receive the comments, I read them, and we look at 


them all.  And they all go into the environmental 


impact statement, they all go into what final 


decision is made, when it's made.  So it is 


important that you submit a comment.  


There's been -- I just had a transmission 


line project a few weeks back -- a month ago, 
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comments submitted by the public actually changed 


the route that was proposed into their favorite.  


And that was approved by the Public Utilities 


Commission and that was mainly due to public comment 


on what was proposed.  


So your comments are important.  And so I 


suggest you put those comments in so we can know 


where you're at, which dot you are, what your 


concerns are, or where you are on this line and so 


forth so we can address those.  


But I thank you for your comments.  


MR. ERICKSON:  Hi, my name's 


Joel Erickson, J-O-E-L, E-R-I-C-K-S-O-N, and I'm the 


city administrator in Lonsdale.  


I just wanted to comment about -- I don't 


want to get north, south, east, west, your backyard, 


my backyard.  But there's 3,000 residents that live 


in Lonsdale and it's proposed to touch the northwest 


corner of our city limits.  My city council passed a 


resolution that we did not want it in within two 


miles of the Lonsdale city limits.  


I know some of you are on the task force 


and know this, but the comprehensive land use plan 


for Lonsdale actually proposes growth northwest of 


the community, which will affect those current 
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property owner land values and also the future 


development of our city.


I've heard a lot of comments about 


staying rural and I agree with that, that's why I 


don't live in the metro area.  But at the same time, 


there's also development issues that are going to be 


affected by this proposed 345 kilovolt power line.


So thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.


Sir.


MR. HELMBERGER:  Hello, my name is 


Joel Helmberger and I'm a New Market supervisor, 


H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R.  


I just wanted let you know that yesterday 


morning I was at the Scott County Board meeting 


where they passed a resolution against the power 


line taking the northern route, unanimously.  And 


last -- yesterday evening, I introduced a resolution 


at the township meeting and that passed also.  


We're trying to wake up local government 


people on this and participation in a meeting like 


this helps.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, Mr. Helmberger.  


If you could state and spell your name, 
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sir.  


MR. SMITH:  My name is Gary Smith, 


G-A-R-Y, S-M-I-T-H.  I live 235th Street in Eureka 


Township, Section 12.  Your proposed power line is 


going right over the top of my farm.  


And I guess my comments are, I've got 


highly productive land there.  I don't -- like this 


gentleman right there listed the number, I don't 


know what the number is.  All I know is, I've got 


drainage tile in there and raise some pretty dang 


good crops.  


We also -- my son and I are in the elk 


business.  Right now we've got a herd of 41 head of 


elk, with -- another month and I'll have double 


that.  We're concerned, we want to expand someday.  


I don't particularly want that power line running 


over the top of my elk herd.  And I'm not sure what 


it will do to them, as far as if they'll abort or 


whatever.  


We raise those elk, we've been in 


there -- well, I've lived on this farm -- excuse me, 


I've lived on this farm for 60 years, and my son and 


I have been in the business of raising elk for seven 


years now with the plans to expand.  


You're running right across my farm with 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


59


it.  Right on my southern border is the new oil line 


that just went in.  I don't know how close you can 


be to an oil line.  But -- and if you can't, you're 


going to be into my farm quite a ways, which just 


doesn't seem right.  I'm going to have to live with 


this thing.  


So I've got a family farm here, I want to 


hand it down to my sons, one of them's here with me 


today.  And I guess, you know, I'm looking at this 


lady back here said -- or I guess she walked out, or 


somebody said that we have three minutes to talk at 


a public meeting or something like that or whatever, 


and I'm thinking, three minutes, you know, to give 


oral arguments when you're going to affect my 


property for the rest its life is, you know, kind of 


a slap in the face, you might say.  


And you talk about natural resources -- 


protecting the natural resources, well, I'd say that 


my farm is just about important as anything else as 


far as the natural resources.  We're raising hay, my 


son and I are in the hay business.  My other son and 


I are in the elk business, but, you know, we're 


providing a living for two different families -- or 


three, myself included.  


Today I do have -- I don't have a 
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prepared statement here, but also, a suggestion for 


this Hampton substation is, why don't you go a 


little further north and put it up on the U lands?  


There's a lot of open land up there, University of 


Minnesota owns it.  Now they're proposing to build 


houses up there.  Maybe I want to build houses on my 


farm someday, and I don't see why the U lands should 


be a sacred cow versus my farm or this gentleman's 


farm here in Hampton.  


So I guess I -- that's just a suggestion, 


I'll probably make enemies with that suggestion.  


But I'd say route this line over nonproductive land.  


So that's about all I've got. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Thank you.  Thank you, 


very good comments and we have that alternative 


suggestion now in the record about moving the 


substation up into the U lands, which I don't 


believe we've heard that one yet. 


MR. SMITH:  I don't think you've looked 


at that.  


MR. EK:  No.


MR. SMITH:  And I don't see why that 


University of Minnesota should be more sacred than 


my farm.


MR. EK:  Certainly.
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MR. SMITH:  Or his family.  


MR. EK:  Oh, certainly.  That's not off 


limits, it's something we can -- 


MR. SMITH:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- definitely take a look at.


MR. SMITH:  You know, and I'll make 


enemies by saying put it over nonproductive 


farmland, which could be lowland, swampland, 


unfarmable land. 


MR. EK:  And at the same time, I wanted 


to suggest to you -- you know, again, this is a 


proposal.  So I recommend you either, today, go back 


and get a map or a few maps, however many maps you 


need printed out -- 


MR. SMITH:  Sure.  


MR. EK:  -- and suggest maybe an 


alternative around your farm or around the area that 


you're concerned about at your farm so we can take a 


look.  That's the whole purpose of this, is getting 


input from folks on these proposed routes and maybe 


different ways to do it, better ways to do it. 


MR. SMITH:  Um-hmm.  One thing about 


proposing alternate routes, it takes it off of my 


farm and puts it on somebody else's and you make 


enemies that way.  I've seen that happen with the 
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oil line that just came through.  So you need to 


find a route that doesn't impact other farmers or 


property owners as much as, we'll say, mine, rather 


than just shift it onto somebody else's property, 


is not real fair either.  You know, so -- and I've 


seen that happen. 


MR. EK:  I understand that completely, 


and that's my job, actually, I have to deal with 


daily.  And no, I understand that, it's a -- you 


feel like you're pitting neighbor against neighbor 


at times. 


MR. SMITH:  Right, exactly. 


MR. EK:  And it is unfair, I agree with 


you. 


MR. SMITH:  Yeah.  


MR. EK:  But in the same breath, though, 


you know, you're going to want to -- if you want to, 


you know, save your own property or have better 


ideas, maybe talk with your neighbor.  Maybe both of 


you can get together and find out that there may be 


a solution that would help you both out.  


You know, you have until April 30.  You 


can print out maps, you can always give me a call, I 


could get you a bigger map.  And if you think 


there's something better that can be done, such as 
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your suggestion of the substation -- 


MR. SMITH:  Um-hmm.


MR. EK:  -- you can also suggest an 


alternative around the area of your farm you're 


talking about. 


MR. SMITH:  I think there was an 


alternative.  There's this group -- this lady, and I 


see she's walked out -- or she's up at the map back 


there.  


Didn't your group actually have a 


proposed route that went a little bit north and 


followed Highway 50, cut into Farmington?  


MS. MACCABEE:  (Shakes head.)


MR. SMITH:  No, that wasn't -- 


MS. MACCABEE:  That wasn't my group, it 


might have been some individuals from Eureka who 


were doing that.  But that wasn't something I was 


working on.  I have heard of it. 


MR. SMITH:  Right.  And I've never seen 


it proposed anywhere other than that meeting, so -- 


MS. MACCABEE:  I don't know much about 


that. 


MR. SMITH:  All right.  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Yeah.  And the route 


you'd be talking about, you wouldn't see because 
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this is straight from the application. 


MR. SMITH:  Right. 


MR. EK:  That route, if it's proposed or 


somebody submits it, that would be included in the 


EIS that my office, then, would be completing. 


MR. SMITH:  Just as long as it didn't go 


through the paper shredder, we'll see.


MR. EK:  No.  That doesn't happen, sir. 


MR. SMITH:  All right.  Thank you. 


MS. GREEMAN:  Hi, my name is 


Carol Greeman, G-R-E-E-M-A-N.  And I live on 240th 


Street -- well, I don't live there.  So I'm impacted 


a little bit different than everybody else.  I am 


this dot right here (indicating).  We're dots now, I 


guess.  


The way my property is impacted from this 


is purely -- pretty much financial.  We bought this 


property with the intent of investing in it for our 


daughter's future.  We have horses on the property, 


we've developed it, and we put a huge riding arena 


in.  


And I know that they've talked about 


horses and livestock, and we have livestock all the 


way up and down our street.  My concern on this is 


that, as you can see, our little strip right there 
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is huge compared to all the other places.  Which 


means that our land, it could fall in between two 


properties or could run right through the middle.  


Now, when, first of all, is that going to 


be decided?  


MR. EK:  As I said on that flowchart, you 


know, that final PUC decision would be January 29, 


2010, by rule, so a year from now. 


MS. GREEMAN:  Okay.  So then when that 


comes out, obviously, we don't have really that much 


say in it.  I mean, you say that we do, but we 


really don't.  I mean, we're tiny people, we can 


band together.  But really, when it comes down to 


it, you guys have all the power, you're going to do 


what you want.


If this property is affected where the 


line ends up running right through the middle of the 


property, yeah, you give -- you pay us for those 


easements, but that's going to impact my whole 


property.  I'm never going to be able to sell it, 


I'm never going to be able to do anything with it.  


I can't keep livestock there because horses are very 


sensitive to the electromagnetic fields.  And 


they've researched -- they won't breed, they 


won't -- I mean, it affects them all the way around.  
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We have useless horses, I have useless land.  I 


don't think that's fair to anybody.  


I understand that there is probably a 


need for this, I'm, you know, fine.  But for us who 


might end up with lines running right smack through 


the middle of our properties, what's going to happen 


then?  Are we going to be compensated for our entire 


property because we can't use it anymore?  


That's my comment, I guess. 


MR. EK:  I can't comment on the whole 


easement negotiation because that's not what the 


State does, that's what the actual applicant would 


do.  If a permit -- 


MS. GREEMAN:  I guess I was more 


directing it toward him. 


MR. EK: -- is issued -- yeah.  But what 


I'd like to comment on is your comment on being 


little people and not being heard, and that is not 


true.  Not true.  


What you can do is submit a comment, show 


us your location, show us your -- the issues you 


have with the route that is proposed as it is.  Your 


comment will be looked at, it will be viewed, and 


it's important.  Don't be discouraged, because if 


you don't say anything then we don't know.  And 
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that's unfortunate, and I hope people don't -- 


MS. GREEMAN:  I'm going to go back over 


here for a second. 


MR. EK:  -- don't not comment because of 


that.


MS. MACCABEE:  Yeah.  Maybe Mr. Poorker 


can explain the Buy the Farm provision of state law.


MR. POORKER:  Sure.


MS. MACCABEE:  Because that might give 


some more reassurance, too.


MS. GREEMAN:  Right.  I mean, to me, I'm 


in a very unique situation, where I don't live on 


the property that I own on this route, I live in 


Burnsville.  So for me, if you want to buy my 


property, by all means, write me a check.  But I 


know the people that live along my street don't feel 


that way.  


For me, like I said, it was an 


investment.  My investment, if this property is 


affected where this line runs right through the 


middle, or even it runs along the back property line 


like it says on there that it's proposed to do, even 


though the whole thing is yellow and they can go 


anywhere within there, I mean, I guess -- I just -- 


when is -- you know, how is this going to be 
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compensated?  Because all these people that live 


along this street, nobody wants it there.  Nobody 


wants it, but I don't want my neighbors to have it, 


either.  


You know, if you're going to take it, 


take mine.  I'm more than happy to sell it to you, 


but I wanted to compensated for what you're going to 


do to my property. 


MR. EK:  Right.  And I was going to let 


Craig answer that whole easement -- 


MS. GREEMAN:  Yeah.


MR. EK:  -- question, but I just wanted 


to get to your -- the whole commenting and -- 


MS. GREEMAN:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- how I feel it's very 


important. 


MR. POORKER:  Thank you.  The reason 


that -- most of our routes along this project, all 


500 miles or so, is generally 1,000 feet.  There are 


some locations where it's wider, for instance, river 


crossings and approaching Lake Marion substation.  


And the reason that went wider right there is 


because that is a significant challenge for us. 


We've heard from people, follow roadways 


or follow field lines.  Unfortunately, in that 
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three-, four-mile stretch right there, it was really 


hard for us to find something to route on, whether 


it was a property line, whether it was a roadway or 


anything like that.  


Now whether the State tells us -- they're 


going to -- whether they're going to define a route 


for us through there or they may say, you negotiate 


with the landowners out there, they may tell us to 


do that just to try to find a route.  Sit everybody 


down, maybe, and try to figure something out.  So 


that's one of those difficult areas that we have 


right there and there are a lot of them like that.  


About easement acquisition and 


compensation, we do have to -- of course, any 


property that we cross, whether there's a pole on 


your property or not, we have to pay for that 


150-foot-wide easement.  Those payments are based on 


your land values, but also other impacts, crop 


damage, soil compaction, damage to fences, damage to 


landscaping, tree damage, impacts to land values.  


If we are impacting your property values, we need to 


compensate you for that as well.  You as a landowner 


should not have to suffer financially -- or because 


of your property values because of our project, and 


those are things that we need to pay for. 
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Buy the Farm statute, there is a statute 


that came about in the late '70s, kind of a result 


of that -- some of you -- you're probably not old 


enough to remember it, but I remember it, some 


people in this room remember what happened with that 


AC line that came out of North Dakota down to the 


Dickinson area.  


And some new legislation passed because 


of the way things were handled right there, 


including eminent domain law and also a Buy the Farm 


statute.  Some -- it doesn't happen very often, but 


some people -- some persons may want -- or 


landowners may ask that the utility company buy them 


out.  


And if you want us to do that, there is a 


process for that.  It's the eminent domain process, 


hiring appraisers and trying -- and negotiation a 


satisfactory settlement.  So that option is out 


there.  And it's -- I don't know the statute number, 


maybe Paula does, but it is called -- it's nicknamed 


Buy the Farm.


MS. MACCABEE:  Not offhand.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  It's the Buy the 


Farm statute.


MS. MACCABEE:  My husband knows it. 
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MS. MAHOWALB:  How do you define farm, 


like how big?


MR. POORKER:  Well -- 


MS. MAHOWALB:  Amy Mahowalb, 


M-A-H-O-W-A-L-B.


I mean, there's a house across from our 


farm that's maybe on 10, 11 acres, but it's 60 feet 


from the proposed line right now.


MR. POORKER:  Right.


MS. MAHOWALB:  And they're $120,000, 


maybe, ahead. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  It's the Buy the 


Farm statute -- or it's nicknamed Buy the Farm 


because that was kind of it's original intent, but 


it does not have to be a farm.  It has to be a 


residence. 


MS. MAHOWALB:  Okay.  


MR. POORKER:  So if it's a half acre, 


quarter acre, something like that, that statute does 


apply to that, too.  It does apply to any residence 


and it applies to contiguous property.  So if you 


own 40 acres that we're going through, but you also 


own another 40 a couple miles north, we would only 


be we required to acquire the 40 acres that is being 


impacted by the transmission line.
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MS. GREEMAN:  So just to be clear, so if 


that lines ends up anywhere on my property, we can 


negotiate with you to buy that whole property?  


MR. POORKER:  That's correct.


MS. GREEMAN:  Sweet.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What if it's 


adjacent?


MR. POORKER:  Adjacent, if it's not -- 


MR. EK:  We're going to need people, if 


they're commenting, to come up to the microphone and 


state their name so we can have it on the record of 


this proceeding.  


MR. POORKER:  Do you want me to answer 


that question?  


MR. EK:  Sure.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  The question was, 


what if the easement is adjacent and not touching 


your property?  There is no requirement for 


compensation for that.  That is an aesthetic value 


that does get addressed, that is one of the criteria 


that we have to look at and the State is also going 


to be addressing that as well.  


But we are required to pay -- or buy 


easements and pay for damages on property that we do 
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cross.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.


Ma'am, did you have a comment?  


MS. BAUER:  Yeah.  Mary Lou Bauer.  


Now, I was just -- about a year ago, we 


were in Cannon Falls at a meeting and one of the men 


that was sitting at the table questioned what profit 


this whole line is to Minnesota.  He said that it's 


really going from Brookings down to La Crosse, 


La Crescent down there, in order to provide electric 


(sic) for the east coast -- or for points east.  I 


don't remember his name.  


And so if we don't -- if nobody's crying 


for electric in Minnesota, what good is this whole 


power line going to do to our state?  And is that 


true, that we're just a connection for points east?  


He seemed to know something about it, he said he was 


on some kind of board and so on.  I was quite 


interested at the time, but I don't remember 


anything. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And the question you're 


asking gets into the whole need issue that I was 


talking about, that the Public Utilities Commission 


will be having their meetings next week, next 


Wednesday and Thursday.  And that gets -- the 
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questions you've asked specifically are addressed in 


that need, is this project needed?  


And next week is when they determine 


whether the project is needed, and depending on 


that -- on their determination, this whole 


routing -- or this whole process could go away if 


they indeed find that it is not needed.  


MS. BAUER:  Well, is that one of the 


things they're going to consider, if it helps the 


people in Minnesota?  Or is it -- or are they going 


to say no, we're just the bridge from here to there 


for all the congested people out east?  


MR. EK:  That's a good question.  And 


unfortunately, I'm -- you know, I'm with the routing 


group.  I don't see a PUC representative here this 


morning.  If you take my name down or get my number 


or name, give me a call.  I can direct you to the 


PUC and hopefully they can answer that question.  


Because those are questions that were 


addressed in this whole need proceeding that's been 


going on for a couple years now and, unfortunately, 


I'm not involved in that process.  I'm involved with 


the routing, so I apologize that I can't answer your 


question.  But you might know more if you go to the 


meetings next week. 
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If you could come to the microphone, sir.


MR. BEISSEL:  Jerome Beissel, again.  


I was just wondering, why didn't we know 


about this before, that we could question this need?  


Now it's going to be voted on next week and we 


didn't know nothing about it until two weeks ago 


that it's coming by this way, that way, and why 


didn't we know this?  That's all I wanted to know. 


MR. EK:  You should have been notified, 


and I don't -- the PUC has their notification 


process and I guess I can't answer your question why 


you weren't notified. 


MR. BEISSEL:  Because -- 


MR. EK:  But they do notify folks and 


it's a process that's been going on for a few years 


now.  


MR. BEISSEL:  We all -- I didn't mean to 


interrupt.  We all come here today because of -- we 


think need -- a lot of times, why do we need it and 


whatnot?  But now you say you're out for need, but 


we never knew nothing about this until maybe a month 


ago.  See, that's -- 


MR. EK:  Again -- 


MR. BEISSEL:  I think a lot of people 


here probably didn't.  
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MR. EK:  And, you know, I apologize.  I 


can't comment on why you weren't notified because I 


don't -- that's not my part of the project.  I'm 


here with routing, I'm not involved with the need 


side.  So, you know, I can't comment on why you were 


or were not notified and/or involved with the whole 


need process.  


So I'm sorry that I can't.  I can, after 


the meeting, give you my information and I can 


direct you to people who can help you answer that 


question.  


MR. BEISSEL:  Okay.  I forgot what I -- I 


don't know what I had, I interrupted.  But I 


couldn't remember what I was saying.  It could have 


been a -- 


MR. EK:  Any additional comments, 


concerns, alternatives that might be proposed?  


Yes, if you could come up, please.


MS. ENGGREN:  Fortunately, and thankfully 


for my neighbors -- Mary Ann Enggren, M-A-R-Y A-N-N 


E-N-G-G-R-E-N.  


I received this map (indicating), but the 


homes I see today are all yellow.  And so when, you 


know, people come in and look, I don't feel that 


they really get a feel when they're not seeing red 
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and purple and how close these homes are.  I mean, 


when it's all the same color, you just don't have -- 


it just doesn't stand out, it makes it a little less 


significant.  


So I'm thinking that we should have -- 


you should have that so people can really see and 


feel it, for one thing.  And then -- on your large 


maps, you know, as we all walk around.  


And then I have a question regarding the 


approval or not approval, so it's not approved yet, 


correct?  


MR. EK:  The need is not decided upon 


yet. 


MS. ENGGREN:  I don't understand why 


there are job postings for the -- for this line?  


MR. EK:  I -- 


MS. ENGGREN:  I mean, I'm just looking 


for an answer or -- 


MR. EK:  I couldn't answer that question. 


MS. ENGGREN:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  What was the question?  


MS. ENGGREN:  There are already job 


postings for this line. 


MR. POORKER:  Job postings for 


construction of the line?  
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MS. ENGGREN:  Yes. 


MR. POORKER:  That's a couple years out 


yet, there's a lot to go and I think the concern is 


probably keeping some of the employment -- jobs in 


Minnesota.  And so job postings, no. 


MS. ENGGREN:  But it hasn't been approved 


and there's job postings?  


MR. POORKER:  There are job postings?  


MS. ENGGREN:  Yes. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  I guess I'm not 


familiar with what the job posting are.


MS. ENGGREN:  Linemen.


MR. POORKER:  Not for this project, there 


shouldn't be. 


MS. ENGGREN:  There are, you can go to 


over to Dakota -- DCTC and they're posted. 


MR. POORKER:  At Dakota Electric (sic)?


MS. ENGGREN:  No.  DCTC, the school.  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not familiar.  I have 


no idea, there may be jobs that perhaps Great River 


Energy or Xcel Energy or -- 


MS. ENGGREN:  Yeah. 


MR. POORKER:  -- Otter Tail Power 


Company.  


MS. ENGGREN:  I mean -- 
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MR. POORKER:  But related to CapX, I 


don't think so.  They may be hiring engineers or 


technicians or something like that, I'm not aware of 


that at all. 


MS. ENGGREN:  Okay.  No, it's there. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  And as for the dots and so 


forth, that's our job now, is to take this 


application and verify all this information that the 


company supplied to us.  So yeah, you're seeing this 


information now, but we're -- that's our job, is to 


dig into it and take a better look at it -- of those 


dots.  What's important -- you know, I look at those 


dots as just markers to see the homes.  I don't care 


what color they are, just as long as I can see that 


there are homes along the route, period.  


But we -- and we will go through to 


ensure that the information that's provided in the 


application is accurate and correct.  And that's 


part of the whole process and the environmental 


impact statement. 


MS. ENGGREN:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  Additional comments, questions?  


With that, then, again, I urge you to 


either submit a comment in writing today, you can 
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hand it to us today, send it via e-mail, online, 


submit a comment.  You're more than welcome to go 


into the back, have a map printed out, submit an 


alternative that way if you have a comment, fax, 


U.S. mail.  All that information is on the comment 


sheets out front and the handouts of the 


presentation I have.


But thank you all for coming and I hope 


you do comment on the project.


(Meeting adjourned at 12:01 p.m.)
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MR. EK:  Now, folks that have comments, 


questions, concerns, alternatives, if I could ask 


them just to kind of walk up to the mic here, and we 


have a court reporter here who will transcribe your 


comments.  Let's see if this is on.  Yup.  


So if you'd just like to come up as you 


please and orally submit your comment, feel free.  


And if you could, once you get up there, please 


state your name and spell it for the court reporter, 


please.  


At the microphone, it's right there.  


MR. OTTO:  My name is Jeff Otto, O-T-T-O.  


I live at 25580 Dodd Boulevard, Lakeville's the post 


office, I'm in Eureka Township.  


We've been participating -- and by the 


way, I'm not only a resident of Eureka Township, but 


I currently happen to be the chair of the town board 


for Eureka Township.  We have been involved in this 


process from the beginning, I appreciate this 


opportunity.  I particularly appreciate Mr. Ek 


representing the PUC (sic) here today to hear this 


as well.  


I've previously submitted testimony.  I 


won't repeat that, but I would like to read some 


selected sections from it -- bullet points from it, 
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if you will, that I think will be of general 


interest, as well as to those of you that are here 


representing of the project of the PUC, you may be 


hearing it for the first time.  I know there's a 


mountain of evidence that's already been provided, 


written testimony and so forth, and I just would 


like to draw out some highlights as a brief 


refresher.  


On September 21 of 2008, I submitted this 


testimony in written form to the Administrative Law 


Judge that was handling the hearings, the Honorable 


Beverly Heydinger, so this is a matter of record 


that you can get the full text of.  


I've become aware in a very recent study 


regarding the long-term effects of electromagnetic 


fields from high-voltage power lines.  It raises 


serious questions regarding health issues, 


potentially far more devastating in impact than 


previously understood. 


The study is entitled BioInitiative 


Report, A Rationale for a Biologically-based Public 


Exposure Standard for Electromagnetic Fields, ELF 


and RF.  That stands for extremely low frequency, 


which is what power lines generate, as well as RF, 


which is what things like cell phones generate.  
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What I focused on, of course, were the 


power line related issues that were brought out in 


this study.  By the way, this study has been 


submitted as part of the documentation of record for 


the hearings last year.  


One of the quotes I have from the 


document itself is, not everything is known yet 


about this subject.  But what is clear is that the 


existing public safety standards limiting these 


radiation levels in nearly every country of the 


world look to be thousands of times too lenient.  


Changes are needed.  


Now, this study was an international 


study written by 14 leading scientists involved in 


public health, and public policy experts around the 


world.  In this situation, growing health concern is 


very much analogous to the extended time frame, 


decades, it took to fully realize and understand the 


long-term adverse effects of cigarette smoking.  


The analogy is kind of interesting 


because there are two levels of effects from a 


high-voltage power line.  It's kind of like a 


cigarette, you know you're not supposed to touch the 


end because you could burn your finger on it where 


it's lit.  Well, a power line can give you that kind 
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of a radiation burn when you get too close to it, 


and there are standards in place for the people who 


work around it and have to work and maintain those 


power lines.  


But the longer-term effect that's now 


being better discovered and understood because of 


pace years is very much analogous to the smoke 


entering your lungs.  People didn't understand or 


realize the effect that had on the long-term health 


impact of people until years had gone by and people 


started starting seeing an uptick in things like 


lung cancer from these long-term effects of smoke.  


Well, long-term effects of this radiation is now 


being seen in -- involving increases in leukemia in 


children, for example.  And it's a very small effect 


yet, but it's starting to be seen. 


Quoting again from the study, to ignore 


the growing evidence of this effect is akin to 


saying that cigarettes are okay as long as you don't 


let your fingers touch the lit end, while ignoring 


the effects of the smoke.  The field-induced effects 


that's -- we're talking the magnetic electro -- 


electromagnetic fields generated by the power going 


through the power lines, reaches out much further 


than the tissue-heating effect, which is the burning 
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effect I referred to, just as the smoke travels much 


further than the heat of the lit end of a cigarette.  


The concept is it goes far beyond the 


much more localized heating effect, the medical 


aspect and analogy also applies.  Both smoking and 


the radiation effect from the power lines -- or the 


magnetic effect, I should say, both can give you an 


immediate, obvious burn from being very close, but 


the distant effect requires much more time to have 


an impact.  And that impact can be far more 


devastating when the effect manifests itself as a 


potentially life-threatening disease or other 


quality of life issues.  


A direct quote from the study, recent 


opinions by experts have documented efficiencies in 


current exposure standards.  There's widespread 


discussion that thermal limits are outdated and that 


biologically-based exposure standards are needed.  


Another quote, there is little doubt that 


exposure to ELF, that's the extremely low frequency 


exposure, causes childhood leukemia.  Another quote, 


Alzheimer's disease is a disease of the nervous 


system, there is strong evidence that long-term 


exposure to ELF is a risk factor for Alzheimer's 


disease.  
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Another quote, the consequence of 


prolonged exposure to children, whose nervous 


systems develop until late adolescence, is unknown 


at this time.  This could have serious implications 


to adult health and functioning in society if years 


of exposure of the young to both ELF and the radio 


frequency result in diminished capacity for 


thinking, judgement, memory, learning, and control 


over behavior.  


Another quote from the report, in the 


conclusion section, the existing standards are based 


on thermal limits and do not address nonthermal, or 


these low-intensity exposures, which are widely 


reported to cause biodefects, some likely leading to 


adverse health effects with chronic exposure.  


I'd like to put this in a legal context 


that's also being applied to things like utility 


power lines and it's -- the term that's applied to 


it is called the precautionary principle.  The 


precautionary principle has be developed to help 


justify public policy action on the -- based on 


protection of health where there are plausible, 


serious, and irreversible hazards from current and 


future exposures, and where there are many 


uncertainties and much scientific ignorance.  EMF, 
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these electromagnetic fields, is characterized by 


such circumstances.  


The lessons from the histories of most 


well-known hazards show that precautionary-based, 


yet proportionate measures, taken in response to 


robust early warnings, can avoid the kinds of costs 


incurred by asbestos, smoking, PCBs, x-rays, et 


cetera.  Such lessons are relevant to the EMF issue.  


Is the greater risk in social cost to be 


among the first benefitting from a new paradigm, or 


to be among the last to suffer the consequences of 


the traditional design of very high voltage lines 


too close to residences?  


What this affects is things like the 


width of the easements, setbacks from houses, 


keeping the lines away from where children will be 


present.  The greatest danger that has been found in 


these studies is to young children, because they're 


still developing.  That's who has the greatest risk 


of cell damage and so forth and will have long-term 


effects on the quality of their life, and the length 


of their life, as far as that goes.  


What Eureka Township has advocated is a 


third route to be considered that would route the 


power line up along -- approximately following the 
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Highway 70 corridor, the southern edge of Lakeville, 


through the Air Lake Industrial Area, an area that 


is zoned by Lakeville as commercial/industrial.  You 


would not normally have young children in this area, 


it's already commercial/industrial.  As far as 


aesthetics go, people are used to seeing heavy 


industrial infrastructure, including power lines, in 


such a setting, not out across beautiful -- 


beautiful, serene fields.  That's what we have in 


Eureka, that's why we're out here.  


There are certainly very real engineering 


and cost issues associated with that route because 


of having to clear underneath the flight patterns of 


Air Lake Airport.  I believe there are technical 


solutions; they're not cheap, but it's a quality of 


life issue for the residents of Eureka Township.  


We ask for continued and serious 


consideration of this alternative route.  There is 


an existing 115 volt (sic) line in this corridor 


that would have to be relocated or some other 


solution found to accommodate the 345 going through 


it.  I believe there are further alternatives that 


can be looked at here.  The initial one we suggested 


was rerouting when there's -- it's particularly 


tight for about a two-block region right through the 
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heart of Air Lake Industrial Park.  The initial 


proposal we had was suggesting that the 115 be 


rerouted because it doesn't require as wide an 


easement.  


Another possibility that I brought up 


today that I want to enter into the record, is to 


consider putting the 115 underground where it is 


currently so that the new 345 can go aboveground.  


It's very expensive.  From our previous 


conversations, I do understand it's very expensive 


to put a high-voltage power line underground.  The 


issue is heat, they have to actually put cooling 


pipes down there to go along with the wires, as well 


as, obviously, the cost of tunneling.  We've been 


told that the cost to do that is on the order of ten 


times the cost per mile to put wire in that way.  My 


preliminary understanding is it would not be nearly 


as expensive to do the 115s because there's not as 


much heat generated, you wouldn't have to go as 


deep, issues like that that may make it less 


expensive.  


So I hope there will be further, 


continued study of that corridor.  That certainly is 


preferable to bring it down through the township.  


The primary route that's been identified 
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goes through the middle of Eureka Township, 


approximately -- generally following 240th Street.  


That is where the highest population density is in 


our township.  Also, because of the way typical 


rural areas develop, a great many of the homes are 


very close to the narrow township roads.  We 


typically have a road width of about 23, 25 feet.  A 


typical easement -- we don't have easements defined 


for our roads, but they're typically 33 feet versus 


about 66 feet for a county road, for example.  


So there's more potential to overlap, 


where there's already a public right-of-way.  With 


the alternate route, it goes predominately along 


Highway 6 (sic) at the southern boundary of Eureka 


Township -- I'm sorry, I said Highway eighty -- yes, 


it's 86.  I get my numbers confused, excuse me.  


I would hope there would be more serious 


consideration of that route.  There are more 


environmental issues down there, but there are also 


fewer homes in total and many of them are further 


set back from the road because it's been a 


high-speed road and just the nature of the rolling 


land there, more of the homes are further away.  So 


I believe the setback issue would be less of a 


concern there for those residents.  
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Picking either of those routes over the 


other is like -- for us, it's like choosing which 


one of your children to sacrifice.  Neither is a 


good choice.  That's why we're strongly 


encouraging -- knowing it's a more expensive route, 


but it's also a route through the southern part of 


Lakeville.  It's commercial/industrial, it's mostly 


adults that are in that corridor working during the 


daylight hours -- or the day hours, the dayshift, 


basically.  It's not people living around the clock, 


with children playing, especially during the summer 


where they're around 24 hours a day, in the house or 


playing outside under the power lines.  So I hope 


that can be an increased consideration in this 


routing.  


Thank you very much. 


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  And I just 


wanted to clarify that you're talking about that 


County 70 route, which is, I believe, in the 


application?  


MR. OTTO:  Yes.  That would be coming 


east -- 


MR. EK:  Right.  Right.


MR. OTTO:  Well, it would jogging north 


from the Lake Marion site and following an alignment 
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that's basically the corridor of 70 -- 


MR. EK:  Okay. 


MR. OTTO:  -- through Air Lake.  And 


then, obviously once it gets close to Farmington, it 


would either swing back, probably to the south, and 


join up with the existing options -- 


MR. EK:  Sure.


MR. OTTO:  -- to the east.  I'm talking 


about the Eureka portion that would be -- 


MR. EK:  Right.


MR. OTTO:  -- the most affected. 


MR. EK:  I just wanted to make we had 


that clear, and that's what you're advocating as a 


alternative.  I also wanted to let you know, at the 


morning's meeting, we were fortunate enough to have 


this, the report you referenced, submitted as a 


comment, so we do have this to look at now.  


Electric and magnetic fields have come up 


at every meeting that we've had, we know it's an 


important issue.  EISs don't come along all that 


often for transmission lines -- environmental impact 


statements.  So I think this is a really good 


opportunity for us to dig into that EMF issue again 


and look at the new research, look at the new stuff 


that's come out.  You know, some -- we've been 
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looking at the old stuff.  So yeah, this will be a 


good opportunity and I'm happy to receive new 


documentation like this so we can take a look at it 


in the EIS.  


So thank you.  


MR. OTTO:  Very good, thank you.  


MR. EK:  Next comment.  


MS. EILERS:  My name's Beth Eilers, 


E-I-L-E-R-S.  I'm at 10185 250th Street West.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you have them 


stand closer the mic?


MS. EILERS:  I'm short.  


I have to chuckle a little bit at the 


table on his a little bit here -- on the study, I 


don't know who put this table together out here, if 


it was the state or if it was the applicant, but 


there's a WHO report on the magnetic fields.  And 


it, basically, states that the effects are 


inconclusive because it's got this little caveat 


that says that just in case we're wrong regarding 


the long-term -- short-term effects for people that 


are working around them, we've established standards 


just in case we're wrong.  So if the workers are 


there, we have to have some OSHA compliance there.  


So I think that it would be remarkably 
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important for you to go page through page on that 


study and any other study that might be out there, 


as well, that's maybe more recent than the WHO one, 


which is about 20 years old.  


I had a couple of quick questions, and I 


don't know if you can answer this or not.  I've 


never heard any information about what factors were 


used to determine the need for this line to begin 


with.  What are we basing the need on for this line?  


Is this a Minnesota need, is this a need that's 


going elsewhere to another state, that it's going to 


connect on through to another state, what is -- what 


is the basis for this need?  Because I haven't heard 


about any rolling blackouts in Minnesota yet.  So I 


was just curious, if you could answer that for me 


when I'm done.  


The other thing, again, on the homes, the 


alternative route on County Road 86, certainly 


significantly impacts fewer properties -- 


properties, including property values, fewer people, 


agricultural places, as well as the wetlands.  


That said, urban sprawl is coming there.  


So I would strongly recommend that you do follow 


County Road 70 because they're done, and it's mostly 


industrial there.  But you can be guaranteed that 
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urban sprawl is coming there lickety-split, just 


like it is coming to Eureka Township.  


And I know that there are some of these 


big lines out elsewhere, but they -- like in Inver 


Grove Heights, for example, but those houses were 


built and -- as far as I know, when those power 


lines came in so they didn't have them planted in 


their backyard after they put a house up.  


So the other question I -- the other 


comment that I have -- and this is just an 


observation, sir, you talked about that there were 


community meetings that you had as you were getting 


up to this permit process, and I appreciate that you 


guys did that.  However, you did put a spin on it 


that it sounds like the community and the leaders 


and all the representatives of the state, as well as 


the people doing the permitting process, have all 


agreed that this is a good idea and that this is the 


best place for it to go.  And I would be one of the 


people in the community that strongly disagree with 


you.


Thank you.  If you could answer that 


first question. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Well, just the question 


you had -- your last statement, my part of this 
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project, as a project manager -- this is all a 


proposal.  So we're not necessarily saying at all 


that this is the best place to go -- 


MS. EILERS:  Right. 


MR. EK: -- so that's -- 


MS. EILERS:  I'm not -- I'm saying that's 


the spin the other gentleman made. 


MR. EK:  Oh, okay.  No.  But here's the 


deal, this is the reason for these meetings we have, 


so we can get your input that it's maybe not the 


best place to go, so we can take a look at that when 


we go through this process.  That's why it's 


important to get your comments.  And no, we're not 


advocating anything right now, at all.  So -- 


MS. EILERS:  Can you answer that first 


question, though, on the need?  


MR. EK:  The certificate of need, yeah.  


And here's how that goes, I'm not part -- there's 


two parts to this, there's a need process, which is 


a different docket.  It's still the same project, 


there's actually four projects, I believe, involved 


in that need that are included in what's the CapX 


initiative -- the first CapX initiative.  This right 


here, what we're doing today and the meetings we're 


having and that process I described, is the routing.  
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So in the past couple of years, they've been going 


through this certificate of need and having comment 


periods, having hearings, having public meetings as 


it regards to the need of even having this line.  


Now, I'm not part of that process so I 


can't answer details about it.  But what I can tell 


you, it's come to a close.  And next week, next 


Wednesday and next Thursday -- Wednesday, they're 


going to -- at the Public Utilities Commission they 


will be having oral arguments.  The public's welcome 


to attend; however, it's not an opportunity for the 


public to raise their hand and comment.  It's an 


opportunity to listen.  The oral arguments are from 


folks who have been involved with that whole need 


process for -- what, a couple years I believe it's 


gone on.  So Wednesday that will happen, the 


Commission will listen to that.  


Thursday is what -- is called 


deliberation, the Commission will then deliberate.  


You're welcome to attend that as well and listen.  


And that's when the Commission would make a decision 


on whether this project is needed.  If they say yes, 


it's needed, we continue with this routing process.  


If they say no, it's not needed or some other -- 


let's just say no, it's not needed, this whole 
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routing process ends as of that date because the 


project and the line would not be needed.  


So you're more than welcome to attend 


those meetings, and if you want to get with me 


after, I can give you the times and the locations. 


MS. EILERS:  Do you know if that document 


is online anywhere?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I can't -- not off the 


top of my head because I'm not -- 


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  It's a separate process. 


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  Off the top of my head, I can't 


get it to you, but I can -- 


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- get you the information -- 


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- you know, after the meeting 


so you can look that up and find that.  


MS. EILERS:  Okay. 


MR. EK:  And so -- 


MS. EILERS:  I do have to say that it 


would be kind of ridiculous if they found that there 


was no need at this point with all the money that 


we've already spent in this process, just in your 
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road show that you're doing alone. 


MR. EK:  Actually, the utility companies 


are spending the money.  It's their gamble right 


now.  It's their gamble on whether -- 


MS. EILERS:  So they're paying your 


salary? 


MR. EK:  Huh?


MS. EILERS:  They're paying your salary?


MR. EK:  Yeah.  They are paying -- yeah, 


it comes out of the permit process so -- 


MS. EILERS:  All right. 


MR. EK: -- they have to pay for the 


permit process and so forth.  


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  So it's the power company's 


gamble that it would be needed or not needed -- 


MS. EILERS:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- and whether it goes forward.  


Very good comment, thank you.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. PIPER:  John Piper, 11770 250th 


Street East, Lakeville.  


You know, on with that -- you know, I saw 


that -- is it Great River -- is a consortium of many 


power supplies and that article in the Pioneer 
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Press, I'm sure you're aware of it, where it looks 


like it's going to be shipped to Chicago; is that 


right?  


MR. POORKER:  I haven't seen the article, 


so I don't know. 


MR. PIPER:  At first it goes, you know, 


down to Madison, then Milwaukee, then Chicago, so 


why do we care?  Why?  


MR. EK:  I guess we don't understand, why 


do we care -- 


MR. PIPER:  Well, I mean, why are they 


running it through Minnesota?  Isn't it because they 


can't get it passed in Wisconsin?  


MR. EK:  That -- yeah, that comes down to 


a need issue and that's part of that -- 


MR. PIPER:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- need process -- 


MR. PIPER:  Yeah. 


MR. EK:  And so in routing -- you know, I 


can't answer, I don't know.  I really don't -- 


MR. PIPER:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- have an answer to your 


question.  


MR. PIPER:  Well, from an engineering 


standpoint, it's ridiculous.  And I'm sure you're 
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going to point out, too -- I figure it's going to be 


70 percent loss; is that not correct?  


MR. POORKER:  Incorrect. 


MR. PIPER:  Okay.  What's the loss, then, 


what do you figure it is?  


MR. POORKER:  I would say -- I've been 


told by our engineers, five to ten percent. 


MR. PIPER:  No.  In heat, due to 


reactants and inductants, I don't buy that. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  


MR. PIPER:  What he just said a minute 


ago, where they have to put cooling pipes just for a 


115-k (sic) line would show everybody here that 


obviously there's a lot of energy being wasted with 


heat.  


It makes more sense, if you're going to 


be using that, to use it locally.  You know, whether 


it's nuclear or coal or wind, it's kind of stupid to 


go clear across the country pushing power, and AC is 


the most inefficient way, obviously.  You know, he 


beat Tesla, obviously -- Edison beat Tesla, but DC 


would have been a much better way for transport.  


Then you don't have all these other problems with 


reactants and inductants.  


But I think some of the things that, you 
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know, haven't been discussed is why aren't -- I 


believe somebody out there said -- that lady there 


said there's a state law that it can't go down an 


interstate highway, well, why?  Let's change that 


law, why can't they come across at 90, come up 52, 


and not affect anybody?  


MR. EK:  Actually, that's not true.  You 


can go down state highways. 


MR. PIPER:  Well, then why aren't they 


doing it, why are you affecting all these people?  


You've got people here -- there you go, let's here 


it. 


MR. EK:  No.  There's no state law, 


there's negotiation between MnDOT and right-of-ways 


and so forth, but maybe Craig can -- you know, I 


can't answer why the route's placed where it is 


right now, but there is no law that says you can't 


go down a highway right-of-way.  


MR. PIPER:  Well, she said something 


about that; isn't that right?  


MR. POORKER:  All right.  The issue is, 


sometimes -- the criteria that we look for in 


routing this transmission line, and some of the 


information that we got from people all along the 


corridor was -- number one criteria was proximity to 
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homes.  That was our biggest issue in routing this 


transmission line.  


Number two -- 


MR. PIPER:  Okay.  Then why aren't you 


coming up -- 


MR. POORKER:  Number two -- 


MR. PIPER:  -- across 90?  


MR. POORKER:  Number two, people said do 


your best to follow existing infrastructure that's 


already there, that's roadways, existing 


transmission lines, railways, and things like that.  


And that's -- we also made an attempt to do that.  


Other folks told us, don't go along the 


roadways, follow field lines or quarter section 


lines, property lines, things like that.  Following 


I-90, that's a long, long ways from here and that 


would really, I would guess, introduce some 


significant energy losses by the time we got all the 


down to 90 and then back up Hampton substation. 


MR. PIPER:  Your own company, in that -- 


that same article, trying to get this thing passed, 


said that it wasn't true, that it was just coal 


coming out of South Dakota, that it was picking up 


wind energy coming from that corridor, you know, 


Pipestone and on over.  So that -- you know, 
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somebody's lying. 


MR. POORKER:  Again, I haven't seen that 


article, but I can tell you what I know about this 


project.  So I'm not sure what project that is, this 


project is running from Brookings County area in 


South Dakota, which is one of the most wind-rich 


production areas in this country.  And there's a lot 


of wind generation coming on line, there are wind 


projects waiting for this transmission line to get 


that product to the market, which is here in the 


Twin Cities area.  


At the same time, there will be other 


generation sources coming on line all along the 


project and that's why we have substations every 25 


to 50 miles.  Those are off ramps to get the 


electricity to where a lot on the growth has 


happened, which is in, for instance, Marshall -- 


Marshall, Minnesota, the New Prague area, in Helena 


or Derrynane Township, and the Twin Cities area.  So 


that it is a significant resource out there in 


Minnesota and South Dakota and North Dakota.  


I think that your comment is, is this 


going to be carrying coal-fired generation?  The 


answer is most likely, yes.  When that wind isn't 


blowing and you have a transmission line sitting 
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there and there's a big draw in the Twin Cities 


pulling electricity that way, the wind's not 


blowing, it's going to be coal-fired, it's going to 


be hydroelectric dam, or it's going to be nuclear 


energy on there or some other -- possibly a clean 


energy. 


MR. PIPER:  Well, then I think you need 


to publish the exact figures then for what's going 


to be -- where is this power going to be used?  Is 


it going to be used mainly in Minnesota, or is it 


going to be used in Wisconsin where it's going to 


Madison, Milwaukee and Chicago?  


MR. POORKER:  Ah -- 


MR. PIPER:  If we've got to suffer this 


because of Wisconsin and Illinois, there's going be 


a lot of unhappy people here, I think.  


MR. POORKER:  Yup, I can understand that.  


That is -- and again, you're talking the need issue 


which has been out there for two to three years now 


and that has been studied.  But one thing about 


Minnesota, overall, we are an energy importer.  We 


do not have enough generation in this state to 


satisfy all the needs in Minnesota alone, so we 


import more electricity than we export.  


Does it cross state lines?  It crosses 
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state lines.  This line is not being built to go all 


the way to Chicago, this line is being built for the 


Twin Cities area and the surrounding region -- 


surrounding five-state area.  There has been a 


significant population increase in this state in 


30 years.  That's the last time we built a big 


transmission in this state, was 30 years ago.  The 


population has doubled in that time, our electric 


consumption has doubled in that time, if not more.  


So there is a huge demand in the Twin 


Cities, and not just the Twin Cities, but all -- in 


the five-state area and some of these areas that 


have grown so rapidly. 


MR. PIPER:  Well, then what's the point 


of building the line, then, to Madison and Milwaukee 


and Chicago?  


MR. POORKER:  That I don't know.  I'm not 


familiar with that.  I'm working on this project, 


which starts at Brookings County and it ends at 


Hampton.  


MR. PIPER:  Well, they need -- 


MR. POORKER:  We're here to talk about 


that project and that route, that's all I know. 


MR. PIPER:  You're going to have to talk 


with the powers that be, then, and, you know, get 
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your stories straight.


MR. POORKER:  I gave it to you just 


straight, just now. 


MR. PIPER:  Okay.  All right.  Well, then 


somebody's going to have call the Pioneer Press and 


refute that article, then.  


But the other thing -- I've got a whole 


bunch of questions here.  You know, the biggest 


thing is a lot of people here with farmland that 


they have purchased and used and hoped, when they're 


near retirement age, that they could sell that for 


development.  Now, when you run a line that's going 


to go right between -- it's going to -- my rear 


fence line between me and Storely (phonetic).  And 


as far as I'm concerned, I would be willing to bet 


it's just going to be like that sewer line, they're 


going to offer us agricultural prices at 5,500 an 


acre.  And yet, you know, it was selling for 


approaching 100,000 an acre.


So our -- what's going to happen with the 


loss of property value, what was -- we're hoping to 


sell for close to 100,000, now it was going to be 


worthless because who's going to want to build a 


house or a home -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's all about 
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money.


MR. PIPER:  That's right, it's all about 


money.  Who's going to want to build -- who's going 


to want to build homes there?  So I've lost my 


retirement and I've been paying taxes all these 


years for nothing.  


So I mean, that's not going to be -- is 


that going to be included?  Are you going to give 


these people like myself and my neighbors, are you 


going to give us the difference, then, what we're 


going to lose?  


MR. EK:  Craig can talk to the easement 


process because the State doesn't get into that, of 


course.  It's a negotiation between the company and 


the landowner.  


But just to let you know, you know, what 


you see on these maps and when you go back to these 


stations here, you can suggest.  Just because you 


see the line on these maps and it may go by your 


property, along your property line, you have an 


opportunity during this comment period to submit an 


alternative to what you do see and have that -- you 


know, suggest that that line be moved to a different 


location off of your property.  And that is -- I 


just want to let you know that is an option.  So I 
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do suggest -- 


MR. PIPER:  Well, what if it's not an 


option, are you going to make up the difference?  


I'm looking at two million and I'm going to lose it.  


Am I going to get less than 100,000 to sell, then, 


strictly for agriculture -- 200,000, big deal.  So 


are you going to make up the difference of 


800,000 -- or I mean 180,000 -- or 1,800,000, are 


you going to make up that difference?  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Let's talk a little 


about easement acquisition.  We do have to acquire 


easements for this project, that is required by law.  


That is required by our constitution in the United 


States, that we do have to pay just compensation.  


The definition of just compensation is left up to 


the State.  We do pay for our easements for this 


transmission line and we will -- no matter what 


property we cross, every single property we cross, 


we have to get an easement.  


What is that easement going to be?  Your 


property is different from anybody else's, so 


each -- we look at each and every property and pay 


them to how we affect it.  


So easement value, we pay based on a 


per-acre value and I have a tough time believing 
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that property's only worth $5,000 where you're at, 


because I know it's much higher than that in this 


area. 


MR. PIPER:  Well, I said, but after this 


goes through, that's what it's going to be worth. 


MR. POORKER:  So we pay for easements, we 


pay for crop damages, we pay for soil compaction, we 


pay for damage to your fences, we pay for damage to 


drain tile, we pay for impacts to land values.  If 


we have impacted your land -- 


MR. PIPER:  No.  I'm talking, are you 


going pay for the -- land values, are you going to 


make up that difference -- 


MR. POORKER:  And -- 


MR. PIPER:  -- that we're going to lose?  


MR. POORKER:  -- we pay your impact to 


your land value.  So if we impact the value of your 


property because of this transmission line, yes.  


The answer is yes, we do pay you for that.  


And there are ways to figure that out, 


there are appraisers out there that specialize in 


this kind of work.  Your land values now, as opposed 


to when -- if there's a transmission line crossing 


it, and that is the difference that we pay.  Not 


just for easement value, but your impacts to land 
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value as well.  


MR. PIPER:  I guess I can't hardly 


believe you're going to do it for 1.7 million (sic), 


then. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay. 


MR. PIPER:  Anyway, but I had two more 


questions.  For example, you're -- what about 


interference for radio, cellular, and television? 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  We've done plenty of 


those studies in the past.  We've done studies with 


115 kV, 345 kV, we've found that not to be an issue.  


We've studied that, found it -- the transmission 


lines not to impact television, radio, and GPS and 


so forth.  


However, we will be studying that further 


in this EIS -- 


MR. PIPER:  Right. 


MR. EK:  -- just to look at that and make 


sure we have the up-to-date data.  


MR. PIPER:  I think people that are 


receiving signal, once we do finally cut over to 


high definition, it's going to be much more critical 


than when it was just a -- 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And that might be 


something to look at because that's something new 
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that's on the horizon that we haven't looked at in 


the past. 


MR. PIPER:  I think there's going to be a 


lot of people that aren't going to receive 


television, for example, over an antenna anymore 


after this goes through.  And I would guess 


that it's probably 2,500 feet on either side. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Well, then -- just as a 


comparison, then, people in the Twin Cities area 


with transmission lines running everywhere, that 


would -- the logic would say that they're not 


receiving television signals as well.  


MR. PIPER:  Well, yeah, but they haven't 


cut over yet.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes, they have.


MR. PIPER:  Not completely.  


MR. EK:  Well, there's plenty of people 


that have cut over and that are receiving over-air 


signals.  I can just say we've studied it and we 


found it not to be an impact.  And that's a good 


comparison, if you're in the Twin Cities, we're 


still receiving television and radio reception, and 


there's many more power lines crisscrossing the Twin 


Cities area, just as a comparison for you. 


MR. PIPER:  Okay.  Well, then the last 
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question I've got is on the -- someday if this is 


moved, who removes the 30 foot of concrete then for 


the towers?  And are you going to have to build a 


road, too?  


MR. POORKER:  A road to -- 


MR. PIPER:  Maintain them, yeah. 


MR. POORKER:  If we're routing a 


transmission line along a road, the road's already 


there for us to get to it to maintain it.


MR. PIPER:  Well -- 


MR. POORKER:  If we're going along a 


field line or a property line, we would not build a 


road.  We would restore it after it's done and it 


does take some time to restore ag land after it's 


been compacted like that.  It does take some work 


and it does take some time.  But we won't be 


building a road to that.


We do inspect them, we can inspect it 


from the air in those cases where we are going along 


a property line or a field line or through a field 


or something like that, so that we're aren't driving 


out there all the time.  


If we need to look at it from the ground, 


we would most likely do that in the wintertime when 


everything is frozen. 
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MR. PIPER:  What about if you do decide 


to move it or tear it down -- 


MR. POORKER:  Um-hmm.


MR. PIPER:  -- are you going to rip out 


that 30 feet of concrete, then?  


MR. POORKER:  We would -- we do have to 


remove some of it, but 30 feet would -- most likely, 


no, that's pretty tough to do.  And we've had to do 


that in the past.  And we negotiate with the 


landowner, how far down do we need to go that so 


it's not impacting your ag or future building plans 


or anything like that.  And we have had to relocate 


them in Dakota County and generally, it's a -- to a 


four-foot level, anyway, that we have to remove that 


concrete.  And it's -- just to remove that four feet 


is a significant project in itself, it's an effort. 


MR. PIPER:  So basically you're saying 


the most you'd take away is four -- the top four 


feet?  


MR. POORKER:  Well, we'll work with you 


as the landowner.  If we need to take more than that 


because you have some plans, we can certainly work 


on that.  If you need to do some earth moving for 


something, say you need to do some gravel mining, 


we'd take out what you need to get down to that 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


37


level.  We can take out four, five, six feet and do 


your excavating.  We'd probably come back and take 


out -- if you need to go deeper, take out some more.  


We're not in the business of preventing 


something -- what you need to do if we need to 


remove something like that.  


MR. PIPER:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you. 


MR. POORKER:  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  


Yes, ma'am, if you could state and spell 


your name, please.  


MS. HOWARD:  Karen Howard, and I live at 


24580 Dakota Avenue and that's Lakeville, city of 


New Market.  


I have one of the bigger properties in 


Scott County.  And the other three speakers covered 


a lot of what I want to say and some of them really 


know more than I know about your routing.  But what 


I do know is one mile, minimum, of my property line 


is what you want to cross.  And I don't like it and 


my daughter who runs the ranch doesn't like it, 


nobody in our neighborhood likes it.  Plus, you're 


going over one of my neighbors' homes.  


Now, the first letter I got mentioning 
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this project was from someone in Scott County that 


said it could go to Rice County and would give us -- 


it would be affecting 109 homes, whereas in the town 


of New Market, it's Scott County there, it's 124 


homes that it would affect.  


And mine is more personal.  You know, I 


bought the property 11 and a half years ago, it's a 


farm and it is farmed.  We have animals, we have 


horses, we have a bald eagle nesting where you want 


to take down trees on my property line, because you 


would have to take down almost all the trees we have 


on that property because that's exactly where you 


want to go.  


I don't care where your line goes, just 


don't go on my property and don't go on my 


neighbors' property because I don't want it to cross 


their homes.  


Many years ago in Bloomington there was a 


home I was looking at.  Then I looked at the next -- 


home next to it and then I realized, oh, my 


goodness, they have the power lines going over it.  


Not just power lines, your big ones like you want to 


put in.  And then I found out that there was the 


electromagnetic fields going over it.  That property 


has never sold, will never sell because there is too 
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many electromagnetic whatever they're called, fields 


coming out of it.  


And people in that area were sick.  Now, 


true, when you want something bad enough and you 


have all these studies, they're inconclusive.  Well, 


I'm telling you it does affect people.  Because 


they're -- the lines are humming all the time, what 


do you think happens to dogs and wild animals and 


things like that?  We have deer, we have fox, we 


have blue herons and ducks and geese and everything 


in our pond.  You want to go right through my pond, 


my wetland that we've been preserving because we 


like the animals, we like the wildlife, we like our 


tame animals.  


But mine's really personal because I 


don't want the noise, I don't want the disruption.  


I lived through my father having a farm, putting a 


gas line through the middle of his property.  It 


disrupted it for over two years.  I don't want the 


disruption, I moved out there for peace and quiet.  


I don't want it on my property.  


One -- you know, whether you have ten 


acres or you have a mile that it's going across, 


it's disruptive.  Now, move it to Rice County, I 


think most of us would be happy.  Move it to 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


40


Wisconsin, I'd be happy, they probably won't be 


happy either.  But the value of my property is 


significant now, it will not be if you cross my 


property line.  It will not be.  


And right now, we're doing everything we 


can to maintain our drain tile, to maintain the 


property and, quite frankly, none of us have a lot 


of money to throw out the window right now.  And I 


don't want the property values decreased there.  And 


I have not been planning on selling my property now, 


but you better believe I will at some point.  I 


would not buy a property myself with major high-line 


wires running across it, nor would I have bought my 


property if I thought it was going to run across it.  


When I moved there, the city of 


New Market made me bury my lines.  All of the lines 


going into property, the mouse (sic) sits -- or the 


house sits one half-mile off the property, so it's 


way back because we wanted quiet and solitude.  


Well, all the lines are buried.  Now you want to put 


those big ugly lines across my property with the 


humming noise and the electromagnetic fields?  


I am not happy personally with that.  I 


don't care how much money you give me, I won't be 


happy.  And right now that property is extremely 
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valuable to me, personally, but extremely valuable 


to somebody who wants to buy it.  And I don't want 


to lose that value, whether it's real or imagined, I 


don't want to lose it.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  Just 


to clarify, you were directing your comments as 


you/me.  I work for the State of Minnesota, we're 


not in the business of proposing transmission lines.  


My job is to -- 


MS. HOWARD:  You, me, or whoever you 


represent. 


MR. EK:  I'm with the State of Minnesota. 


MS. HOWARD:  Okay, fine.  I don't want 


the State of Minnesota crossing my boundary lines. 


MR. EK:  No, the State of Minnesota is 


not proposing this transmission line. 


MS. HOWARD:  Okay.  I don't want the 


power line on my line (sic) -- on my property, 


period.  


MR. EK:  Right.  And what I suggest -- 


MS. HOWARD:  There's no amount of money 


that could make up for it. 


MR. EK:  So what I suggest to you is, 


this is your opportunity, you've provided your 
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comment.  One, I heard a comment that you suggested 


that the alternative route would be better than the 


preferred; am I correct?  


MS. HOWARD:  Any alternative route, just 


don't go over my neighbors' property or mine. 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  And here's what I 


also suggest, then, is you go into the back, have a 


map printed out of your property, that general area, 


and as I've told folks here before, show us a route 


around your property, show us an alternative that we 


can look at so it doesn't cross your property.  We 


need to know where you live, where your property is 


so we can take a look at that in the EIS and look at 


that as an alternative.  Because if we don't hear 


from you and we don't know where your property is -- 


MS. HOWARD:  You will hear from me. 


MR. EK:  Yes.  I hope so, I really hope 


so.


MS. HOWARD:  Well -- 


MR. EK:  Because that's part of this 


whole process and it's really important, because if 


we don't, then we can't look at an alternative of 


going around your property.  So -- 


MS. HOWARD:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK: -- I really hope you do submit an 
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alternative.  


Thank you.


MS. RICE:  Terriann Rice, 4500 222nd 


Street in Hampton.  


I am going to suggest a proposed routing 


change for Highway 50 going east from Blaine Avenue 


to Hampton, instead of going down 220th Street to go 


up and go on 215th Street.  The proposed line right 


now coming off of Highway 50 -- Highway 50 turns, it 


goes, like, straight and then it turns.  Well, where 


it turns, the proposed line is supposed to go 


straight.  There's two houses directly, in effect, 


right there.  The first one are my neighbors.  It's 


supposed to go right by their house, it's a brand 


new home, it's a beautiful home.  They have three 


little kids, they're very concerned about it.  


And then the next place is my home.  We 


have six acres out in the country.  Unlike the woman 


who just talked right now, we bought the place for 


the intrinsic value.  It's out in the country, we're 


a half mile off the road.  It's -- we have a 


portrait photography studio right now there, that's 


why we bought the place.  


And the proposed line -- my first 


question was, if this line does go through our 
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home -- well, first off, the yellow route affected 


28 homes from Highway 50 to the station (sic).  If 


we go the alternate route, which I'm proposing, 


there are only four to six homes affected.  


Though that routing would go along an 


existing road, which I know for a fact, that's my -- 


road, just down the road, all those houses are off 


of the road, so none of them would be affected 


because the poles would be right on the road.  All 


those houses are offset as well, they all have long 


driveways, we're all out in the country there.  


So 28 to 4, so I suggest that.  I will 


turn this in so that it can be reviewed.  But some 


of the questions that I had were, number one, our 


property is kind of unique in that we're surrounded 


by farm fields.  We own a six-acre section -- a 


five-acre section in the middle of farm fields, with 


a mile -- half-mile-long driveway, one acre being 


driveway.  


So here's our driveway, here's our lot, 


farm, farm, farm (indicating).  Now, all the farms 


around us are owned by different farm owners and 


they don't farm their land.  In fact, some of them 


don't even live around here.  The line is actually 


proposed to come through -- not really on our 
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property, go over the driveway, which is only 


66 feet because that's where it turns.  But then it 


comes right in front of our house, which isn't 


technically on our property because it's on the 


farmland, but it's right out our window.  


As the woman before just suggested, too, 


when our home -- our home was built in 1890, it's 


been restored, it's a historical -- it's very 


beautiful.  And the lady that had restored it 


actually had the buried phone lines and electrical 


lines so there is absolutely nothing around a whole 


two-mile area there.  It's actually beautiful.  So 


putting these power poles on our land would affect 


that, not being able to sell the property.  I would 


have never purchased the property had those power 


lines been there.  


And number two, with my business, 


photography studios are very competitive.  I'm a 


sole proprietor, a woman-owned business, trying to 


make it on my own.  That's my only income, I'm 


there -- we've been there for six years, been 


building things, waterfalls, we've landscaped, we've 


planted 300 trees.  It's a beautiful property.


And here the line comes through, people 


start questioning, oh, we're not going to go there 
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anymore because now there's these power poles.  And 


the pregnant mothers that come to get their pictures 


taken at my studio think, well, there might be 


poison radiation there.  


The little kids that come out and take 


pictures out by the pond and all that kind of stuff, 


they'll see these power poles sitting there and it's 


like, wow, I don't really care to go there anymore, 


I can just go down the road to the next photography 


studio.


So my question around that, not only from 


a business point, is the decreased value and all 


that kind of stuff, when the power line comes across 


our land, because it only technically comes across 


66 feet of it, how much compensation would that be 


for me since it's not really on my land, it's on a 


farm field but it will drastically affect my 


business, I believe, and cause us to probably want 


to even move?  


Moving a photography studio is not an 


easy task, it's not like moving from a building to a 


building.  It's establishing landscaping, it's -- 


everything.  It takes years and years and thousands 


of dollars of work, so that would be my question 


with that. 
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MR. EK:  Yeah.  That's an easement 


question, I'll have to ask Craig -- 


MS. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- to answer that.  But you've 


already submitted a comment, I believe?  


MS. RICE:  Yeah.  You just got it, yeah.


MR. EK:  And I read it, yes. 


MS. RICE:  But now I -- this new one, I 


went out and took pictures today and I drew in where 


the line was going to be so you can physically see.  


Because I'm not so sure that someone's actually 


physical come on my property and figured out, you 


know, how close it really is to my home and our land 


and the value.  So I have pictures that I'll be 


turning in. 


MR. EK:  No.  That's great.  I just 


wanted to let you know I read your comment 


letter already.  


MS. RICE:  Okay.  Thanks, Scott.  I 


appreciate it.  


MR. EK:  Craig, if you could answer the 


easement question, please?  


MR. POORKER:  Unfortunately, we do pay 


for easements that cross property.  So if that 


easement line goes up to your property line, 
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unfortunately, there's no way to compensate an 


adjacent landowner for that.  That question has come 


up before, what if you live across the road from the 


transmission line, what do they get for an easement 


payment?  That is, however, an aesthetic evaluate -- 


aesthetic criteria that needs to be evaluated.  It 


was evaluated by us, but now it has to be evaluated 


by the State and their consulting engineer as well 


and the impact that that may have on adjacent 


landowners.  


So regardless of whether or not you have 


a pole on your property, if that easement line does 


cross onto any private property, we have to pay that 


person for an easement. 


MS. RICE:  Okay.  And how close can a 


line be to a house?  I've read in studies that they 


should be at least 400 feet away, as far as health 


concerns.  It looks like, according to the printout 


that I got, that it's not 400 feet, it's like, you 


know, right off our property.  So what's the -- how 


far are they staying away from the homes?  


MR. POORKER:  With this project, there 


will be no houses -- occupied homes within our 


easement.  Now, that's pretty close, that's only 


75 feet either side of the transmission line.  And 
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we are making an effort all along the project to 


stay as far as we can away from any occupied homes.  


To get through Scott County, Dakota 


County, it was a really significant challenge for us 


because this is the metro area.  There's been a lot 


of growth, a lot of urban sprawl, and it was really, 


really difficult for us to get across those two 


counties. 


MS. RICE:  Right, I understand.  


So then going back to the suggestion, 


being, it would be great to, you know, look at that 


alternative routing going up to 215th Street and 


then reducing the number of people involved in that.  


And then also, you know, has anyone thought about 


burying the lines?  I mean, is there issues with 


burying that in pipe?  Other lines are buried, has 


that been considered?  


MR. POORKER:  That is a question that 


comes up very frequently, burying 345 kV 


transmission lines.  These are significantly large, 


I'm not going to kid you about that, they are big 


transmission lines and they run hot enough that it 


makes it very, very difficult to bury a transmission 


line of this size for very long.  


It may be investigated -- or it could be 
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investigated at possible river location sites, 


sometimes that becomes an issue.  But for burying 


something this size, there's so much heat coming off 


those wires, it makes it difficult to bury that.  


And also, it's -- trenching it involves a lot of 


trenching.  And we've heard significant concerns 


about wetland issues and trenching, of course, is 


very invasive.  


And then, also, it comes down to a 


maintenance issue as well.  It's easier for us to 


inspect the line when it's aboveground and find a 


fault if there is one, if something goes wrong.  If 


the line is buried and something goes wrong, it's 


not so easy for us to find out what did go wrong.  


And once we find it, it takes considerably longer to 


repair what is -- whatever the fault may be, 


whatever's wrong.  Because now, again, we're digging 


up your property to repair whatever may need 


repairing. 


MS. RICE:  Right.  Okay.  A couple of 


other things is, since our driveway's a half mile 


long, in order to put those poles in, people would 


have to be driving down our driveway and -- with big 


machines.  One of the other gentlemen said that it 


was a two-year process or whatever, however long 
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that takes.  And that would probably disrupt my 


business quite a bit and really affect our driveway, 


so how would that be handled?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  It is a construction 


project, no doubt.  And it is significant for a 


period of time, and we'd have to probably look at 


that.  Impacts to businesses have significance 


because that is your livelihood.  And that is 


something we would need to address, is that 


impact to a going concern, it's called -- I think 


that's a legal term for that.  


Construction wise, it would probably take 


a couple years to get the whole project done.  What 


it would be in one specific area, I don't think it 


would take that long.  But again, there would be 


some restoration period in there to reestablish what 


was there beforehand.  


If there's damage to roadways or 


driveways or anything, that is something that we 


either need to fix or pay you as a landowner so that 


you can fix it the way you want to fix it. 


MS. RICE:  Okay.  The gentleman was 


talking about decreased value in the sale of his 


farm.  And since I only have 66 feet of easement -- 


or of right-of-way or whatever, when they cross, 
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when we go to sell our home, that's going to 


drastically decrease the value of that, even though 


it's technically not on our land.  So you're saying 


that we would not, in any way, be compensated for 


that just because it crosses our driveway only?


MR. POORKER:  If it crosses your driveway 


that -- right, that's your private property, I 


believe.  The driveway -- I'm not sure if they have 


an easement to get back to your property or if you 


actually own the -- 


MS. RICE:  No, we own the driveway.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.


MS. RICE:  66 feet. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, so -- yeah, you're 


right -- 


MS. RICE:  We would have no compensation 


for the decreased value of our home at all?  


MR. POORKER:  If there would be decreased 


value, I'm not sure.  But there is no avenue to pay 


people for an easement or anything like that when 


they're in the vicinity.  I'm not sure how that 


would -- 


MS. RICE:  Even though it's really close?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And I understand 


that, and there are issues -- and where would it 
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end?  People think that if you're 100 feet away, 


that's too close.  I've heard people say that 


they're a mile away and that's too close.  And so 


it's a significant issue that we wrestle with. 


MS. RICE:  And as far as the structures 


themselves are concerned, we had a tornado go 


through our property this last year and, you know, 


it took out tons of things.  Do those things go down 


in tornadoes, and if so, I mean, who's going to be 


responsible because it's going to come right down on 


our land and our trees and so -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yup, tornadoes are an 


issue.  That same tornado took down our other 


transmission line, a small wood pole transmission 


line, that went down, too.  That was an issue we had 


to deal with quickly.  These poles are designed much 


more robust than that.  They sit on a concrete pier, 


like somebody said, 30 feet into the ground -- 30 to 


40 feet, depending on soil.  It's a significant 


steel structure.  When these lines -- and it's also 


built for a lot of wind load and for significant ice 


load.  


And so are these going to fail?  I can't 


say 100 percent that they're not going to fail, but 


these types of structures do not tip over.  If there 
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is a failure, it's going to up toward the top where 


the mastrus (phonetic) folds over and hangs there.  


So it's not like these things are going to tip over 


when a tornado comes through.  I think a way to look 


at it is if these towers tip over from some storm, 


it's pretty significant and we'll have bigger issues 


to deal with if something like that were to happen. 


MS. RICE:  And Great River Energy, I 


mean, where are your closest offices, like, if 


something happened to it, how long would it take 


before someone came out to fix something?  


MR. POORKER:  Ah --


MS. RICE:  Like if a line snapped or 


something. 


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure where our 


nearest field office is, if they would come out of 


Elk River.  But we do have satellite offices all 


around our territories so that they can react very, 


very quickly.  And if we can't be there, we have 


other electric co-ops that help us out, Dakota 


Electric is pretty quick at responding as well and 


they're, of course, real close by. 


MS. RICE:  Our neighbors, one of their 


concerns was that it was actually going to go right 


by their home, over their home -- or just slightly 
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offset.  And they were wondering about -- you know, 


they immediately want to sell and get the heck out 


of there.  So in that case, does Great River Energy 


buy their home from them at value, or how do you 


deal with people who will not want to live there 


when that final line is -- route is determined?  


MR. POORKER:  That goes along with the 


easement acquisition issue.  There is a statute out 


there -- I don't know the number of that statute, 


but there is one, it's nicknamed Buy the Farm.  If 


you as a landowner want to be bought out by the 


power company for a transmission line of this size, 


that is your option, to have us go through the 


process to do that.  So that -- it's called Buy the 


Farm and it doesn't have to be a farm, it's just a 


residence or your contiguous property. 


MS. RICE:  Okay.  I think that's it -- 


oh, he asked about -- we have satellite, so is 


satellite affected by that at all?  


MR. POORKER:  A question we get a lot 


is -- has to do with GPS and how that affects 


things.  And for those of you that are big farmers, 


you're using GPS to do your farming.  And the same 


thing goes with satellite, that is based on a 


satellite, that has not been found to have an 
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impact.  Our own surveyors use GPS to do survey 


work, and of course our surveyors are working 


directly underneath the wires and transmission lines 


when they're doing their work, and they have found 


no impact because of the wires there. 


MS. RICE:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Thanks. 


MR. EK:  Thanks, Craig.  


Thanks for your comment.  And I do 


suggest a good first step is to submit that 


alternative that you have tonight or through the 


mail.


MS. RICE:  Okay.  I will.


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Thank you.


Additional comments?


Yes, sir, if you could state and spell 


your name, please.  


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  My name is 


Percy Scherbenske, do you want me to spell it?  


S-C-H-E-R-B-E-N-S-K-E.  


I've got some concerns here, I own the 


Castle Rock Thoroughbred Farm on Highway 50 between 


Farmington and Hampton.  My address is 3140 220th 


Street East.  


And my horse farm consists of 65 acres.  
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I have a half-mile frontage on State Highway 50, and 


my farm roughly starts about where the south branch 


of the Vermillion River is, that goes right across 


the edge of my property and goes towards Hampton, 


which is 2.2 miles away.  


I have lived here on this farm with my 


wife and children for over 25 years and have 


operated the Castle Rock Thoroughbred Farm, which is 


a breeding and boarding farm for thoroughbred race 


horses.  Also living on this farm is some farm 


employees, my farm manager and his wife live there 


and they have two younger children.  


My thoroughbred farming operation 


consists of pregnant broodmares, yearlings that we 


board, and foal for clients from a three-state area, 


which basically would be Illinois, Wisconsin, and 


Minnesota.  Most of my clientele's mares are in foal 


to Kentucky stallions, whose stud fees can approach 


upward from $25,000, $35,000, $50,000.  These are -- 


they're expensive broodmares.  


It has been documented in some of the 


literature that exposure to ELP (sic), or extra-low 


frequency magnetic fields greater than 16 milligauss 


has had a six-fold increase in miscarriages in 


humans.  Thus, I'm a little bit concerned about the 
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health of the pregnant mares that I board on my 


farm.


You know, while many of us know about the 


potential detrimental health effect to humans with 


these high-voltage power lines, the CapX 2020 


project, with this projected route down Highway 50, 


could affect my business because of these ELP 


fields.  Thus, in turn, could conceivably put me out 


of business if some of my clients may not want to 


expose their pregnant mares and foals to such 


fields.  


I also presently have a north-to-south 


existing 115 kV transmission line on the west end of 


my property.  And with the proposed route of the 


CapX 2020 project, I would literally be boxed in on 


two sides by these transmission lines.  Besides the 


health risks and the economic impact on my 


livelihood, my property value would be extremely 


deflated.  


I'd like to urge the State Office of 


Energy Security to request that the CapX 2020 seek 


an alternate route for their 345 kV line which does 


not impact so many people and businesses as the 


current route plan does.  


And I've also got some comments to make.  
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We heard about compensation of landowners and some 


of these -- and this doesn't affect the power 


company, but I know when they rebuilt Highway 50 


they do the process of eminent domain and they take 


your land.  I lost some acreage to that when they 


redid Highway 50.  I was compensated at less than 


what the Dakota County was taxing me at per acre, so 


that's not necessarily a fair process that happens.  


The next thing we're talking -- the one 


gentleman over there talked about the impact fees, 


that when they go across, you know, and construct 


these lines.  It's been two years ago, now, the 


transmission line that's on my property, 115 kV, 


when Xcel came through, they redid all the poles.  


They rooted up my alfalfa fields, I had ruts three 


to four feet deep.  There's gravel spread all over 


from when they were -- used packing to put their 


poles in.  


I received zero dollars in compensation, 


nothing.  And they rooted up my alfalfa fields, they 


were bringing in their big trucks with their poles, 


I received nothing.  My driveway was rutted up, I 


had to take care of that myself.  So necessarily -- 


what they're saying you're going to get compensated 


for isn't necessarily what's going to happen.  
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And I, too -- just to give -- you know, 


this is hard for people to see, but I've got some 


pictures on how this is going to impact me.  There's 


an aerial picture of my farm, you can see my barn, 


right here (indicating) is Highway 50.  And you're 


proposed right (sic) is right on the north side of 


50, correct?  


MR. EK:  I can't -- it's a long line, so 


no, I can't answer that right now. 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  You can't answer that, 


okay.  


MR. EK:  It's a long line.


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Well, that's where it 


is on your drawing.  And this -- my property 


border's right here, here's my home (indicating).  


Like I said, it's 65 acres, these are my different 


paths for my mares.  So this transmission line would 


be within -- from here to the end of the other side 


of that room, you know, close to me.  


And here's Highway 50 and you can see the 


way my farm sits and here's (indicating), I believe, 


the proposed transmission line coming right down 


there.  So these are some photos that I took, if you 


might want to -- 


Anyway, that is some of the concerns I 
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have.  It's not only I live there, I've lived there 


for a long time.  It's my livelihood, this is how I 


make my living.  So -- 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  Very good comment, 


sir.  


And I guess the first one, kind of, stray 


voltage and EMF, you referred to you're raising 


horses and so forth -- 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- and that's an issue.  


Actually, I don't know -- usually it comes up with 


livestock.  It has, actually, this whole week with 


cows and so and forth, and pigs.  But it will be 


interesting to take a look at what the impact on EMF 


and stray voltage does have on rearing of horses and 


so forth. 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Well, it's both -- my 


concern is like with pregnant broodmares because we 


foal out -- like I say, these mares and they're 


foaled to extremely expensive stallions.  I mean, 


the economic loss with all these wires coming over 


my farm like this, you know, my clients, they're 


going to come out there, are they going to want to 


subject these pregnant mares to that?  I don't think 


so.  It literally puts me out business, and I've 
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been in business for over 25 years. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And it's our job to find 


out that information for you and put that in the 


environmental impact statement so it's there for you 


to look at and then comment on later so we're sure 


to get it right.  


On your question about the construction, 


it's -- I'm sorry.  It's unfortunate that that 


happened to you during the construction.  


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Yeah.


MR. EK:  It should not have happened.  In 


the permits we issue, it's very clearly stated, any 


damage -- the damage you talk about, the rutting, 


the compaction, the crop damage, whatever it may be, 


fences, clearly stated in the permit.  And as a 


matter of fact, we've just been talking, there is a 


complaint form that goes along with these permits.  


And with this project, we just thought -- we intend 


to beef up that complaint form, and that complaint 


form goes out with the permits.  


And so what folks can do, if you're not 


satisfied after this construction and after the line 


goes in, or even during maintenance when they come 


out, whatever -- three to five years, whatever the 


interval may be, you'll have that complain form, you 
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send it to us.  And then go ahead and take care -- 


go through the channels to make sure that the 


problems you're having is rectified.  Because it is 


defined in the permit, it is something that needs to 


be followed and it's unfortunate.  I'm sorry to hear 


that that happened. 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  I know it's defined and 


I received a letter, you know, reporting the damages 


that you had to your property when we were wrapping 


things up.  I was being real reasonable, I said alls 


I'd like to do is them to dig up my field and 


replant what they dug up, and never heard from them 


again.


MR. EK:  Yeah.


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Ever.  And I finally -- 


the next year rolled around, I just did it myself, 


paid for it myself. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  And I can say I'm sorry 


to hear that.  That should not have happened and 


will not happen in the future.  You know, we don't 


want it to happen in the future and I guess it's a 


matter of people contacting us, too, if it does 


happen.  Contact the Office of Energy Security, 


contact the PUC, and then we can go through our 


channels to make sure that any problem's rectified.  







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


64


But I'm sorry to hear about that.


But just to let you know, we are 


intending on beefing up that complaint form -- 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- and these procedures. 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  And that -- you know, 


like I say, that's small potatoes compared to what 


this proposed project could do to me right now.


MR. EK:  Right.


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  I mean, literally, it 


puts me out of business.  


MR. EK:  Right.  And yeah -- 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  I mean, not only do I 


live there, my livelihood, the health risks, it 


literally -- that's how I feed my family. 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  And I know you've 


heard me say this over and over again, but suggest 


an alternative, suggest an alternative route.  


You're not -- folks, you're not limited to just, you 


know, the yellow and blue areas.  You don't have to 


keep that alternative that you have -- just limited 


to those areas, you can go out of them.  And if you 


see a better route or want to talk with your 


neighbors and folks around there and say, hey, maybe 


this line might be better going this way and 
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connecting up here instead of going, you know, right 


along my farm, along this line.  


That's the whole point of these meetings, 


is to get that information out.  And so I would 


suggest you go, you know, get a map or go home, pull 


a map off our website, send it in as a comment 


before April 30 so we can then take a look at it and 


maybe solve that problem that you have. 


MR. SCHERBENSKE:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Yes, sir.  


MR. HELMBERGER:  My name is 


Joel Helmberger, I live in New Market Township.  


And I'm going -- if it's okay, I'm going 


to take the mic and go over to one of these maps.  


What I wanted to point out to people, because I 


don't think that a lot of people know about it, this 


is the Lake Marion substation.  This the prime 


target for this power line coming in, this is the 


one they really want to hit.  I paced that off at 


lunchtime, here, it's roughly -- it's under two 


acres right now inside the compound.  They're going 


to add 15 acres to that, they're going to make it 


into a mega substation.  If they do that, we're all 


going to be at meetings like this in the years to 
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come because every power project that comes through 


is going to hit here.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


MS. NEWTON:  My name is Marjory Newton.  


I live at 10550 East 245th Street in New Market 


Township.  I'm also representing my dad, 


Charles Cole, he lives at 10560 245th Street.  He's 


87 and not able to be here.  


Six years ago we bought 25 acres.  Like 


all these people who bought to be out here, we never 


would have done this if we knew this was going right 


over the house we built three years ago.  One of the 


questions I have, it's really difficult, looking at 


that, to determine exactly if it's really on your 


property or how close it is, how do you find that 


out?  


MR. EK:  I'd like to meet you after -- 


MS. NEWTON:  I mean -- what, that little 


dot is our house, but -- 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I'd like to meet you 


after the meeting.  There has been complaints about 


the little dots and that they're not -- they might 


not be located correctly.  They might be located on 


a barn versus a house versus this or that, or on a 
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corner.  


The main -- I guess the important part is 


that that aerial data -- it all comes from the same 


source, so we're looking at the same base data.  So 


I -- at the state, when I look at these maps, all 


those little dots to me just point out that there's 


homes.  And I can see the homes on the aerial photo, 


regardless of how far they are right now.  


The point of the EIS is to take a look at 


that information that was supplied in that 


application and those distances that they supplied 


and to ensure that they are correct.  And vet that 


information and make sure it's correct in the EIS, 


then.  


We don't necessarily -- you know, this is 


the application that was submitted, but we'll take 


this data and look at it.  I guess the line you see 


is the -- you're talking just about that little 


solid line that goes through that shaded area?  


MS. NEWTON:  Well, I mean, I'm on this 


map down here, but let's say that was my house 


(indicating), is that -- is that power line going 


over it, is there a tower going there?  


MR. EK:  Oh, you're talking about the 


large shaded line.  Okay.  Yeah.  I failed -- 
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MS. NEWTON:  I mean, how do you know if 


it's impacted you?  


MR. EK:  At this point -- at this point, 


you don't.  This -- those large shaded areas, most 


of it's 1,000 feet and that's what's called a route 


width and that's what the PUC permits, is a width.  


And -- 


MS. NEWTON:  So for 1,000 feet -- I guess 


the way I visualize it is a tower.  Do you pay an 


easement -- or do you get an easement for the tower 


or for the line going over your property?  


MR. EK:  Right.  Within that 


1,000 feet -- and you know, there's -- they 


wouldn't -- they're requesting 1,000 feet, they may 


not be permitted for a 1,000-foot width.  And why 


they ask for this large of a route width is so the 


150-foot right-of-way -- I think is what you're 


getting at, the actual transmission line.  You know, 


if I was a transmission line standing here, there 


would be 75 feet on my left, 75 feet on my right, 


that would be the 150-foot right-of-way.  And that 


would be placed somewhere within that 1,000-foot 


route width.  And they ask for that large a width so 


they can work with landowners or environment -- 


sensitive environmental areas, river crossings.  







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


69


Sometimes they can -- so they can avoid places and 


work with landowners. 


MS. NEWTON:  So if one of the objectives 


is to impact as few people as possible, why isn't 


Rice County the preferred route because you are 


impacting so many fewer people than in Scott County?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  This has been -- yeah, 


that's kind of confusing when they call it preferred 


and alternative.  From my understanding, either 


route -- either route is suitable.  I guess the 


company, you know, would have to come out with a 


preferred -- this is pretty standard for any 


transmission project, there's a preferred and 


alternate.  We look at both.  


MS. NEWTON:  So what exactly -- how do 


you exactly go about objecting?  I mean, I'm -- 


obviously standing here today isn't really going to 


do anything, who do you write to, what do you say?  


I mean, how do you go about it?  


MR. EK:  Oh, okay.  Yeah, exactly.  


Today's a good start and today is where you can put 


your comment in.  All you simply would have to 


say -- you've already stated your name, and say, for 


example, you prefer that southern alternative route 


over the preferred route -- 
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MS. NEWTON:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  -- that would be a comment and 


we could put that into the record.  You could do 


that orally here, right now, you could send it, like 


I said, by e-mail, send it in the mail, go print out 


a map, hand that to me today.  You have many options 


on -- I guess it depends on what your concern is or 


what your suggested alternative -- 


MS. NEWTON:  Well, like every single 


person, it's I don't want this thing going over my 


property -- 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  Certainly. 


MS. NEWTON:  -- and impacting the value 


of the land, not just today, but in the future. 


MR. EK:  Certainly.  Certainly.  But 


yeah, if you wanted to get a comment in, you can do 


it now, here, hand it to me, write it, e-mail it, 


just say it in the microphone here, it will be 


transcribed, it will be part of the comments and 


part of the record as well. 


MS. NEWTON:  And then lastly, how far 


apart are all the poles in your -- 


MR. EK:  The poles are -- the span is 


1,000 feet.  They'd be 1,000 feet apart and, you 


know, they can go a little further or a little 
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closer, you know, depending on the topography or the 


area we're talking about so they can be adjusted 


accordingly when -- if the project's permitted and 


they meet with landowners -- 


MS. NEWTON:  So who at the State -- we 


received this and they have state senator, 


representatives, Scott County Board Members, are 


those all people that will have a say in this?  I 


mean, are those people to write to or -- 


MR. EK:  Oh, yeah.  See, I -- well, 


myself, too, you can write to me.  That's where -- 


and I can give you a comment form.  


MS. NEWTON:  What was your name?  


MR. EK:  Actually, why don't I give you a 


comment form -- 


MS. NEWTON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- when we're done here.  


But yes, it would be important to talk to 


your own county and city officials. 


MS. NEWTON:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  That's very important and that's 


part of our process, too.  We want to hear from 


those local governments, the townships, the cities, 


the counties, the regional development commissions.  


They know what's going on and they have a little 
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more information because they're working with a 


smaller area of your community which they know more 


about and they're representing you.


MS. NEWTON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  So they would have a little more 


input.  So if they hear from you, hopefully they can 


translate that information back to us.  But at the 


same time, if you want to submit a comment, submit 


it to me. 


MS. NEWTON:  Do you have that here?  


MR. EK:  And I do have a form, I'll go 


grab one -- 


MS. NEWTON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- once we have a chance here.


MS. NEWTON:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.


Any additional comments?


MR. OTTO:  Can I make an additional one?


MR. EK:  I think we have another 


gentleman coming up.  


If you could state and spell your name, 


sir.


MR. PREHALL:  My name Gary Prehall, 


P-R-E-H-A-L-L.  And I just have a couple comments.  


Number one comment is, I just had the gas 
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line go through my farm, a mile and a half -- or a 


mile and a quarter through my farm.  And our friend 


over here from Great River says that they take care 


of the landowners pretty good on the condemnation.  


Believe me, it doesn't happen.  


And when you condemn my land now for this 


power line, I'm going to remember your name and when 


they come in at a real low price, I'm going to say, 


you know what, he told me at a meeting, he told me 


that they pay you in relation to the future 


development rights -- or value of that land.  So 


what are you going to say when they come to you and 


ask you about that?  


MR. POORKER:  Ah -- 


MR. PREHALL:  Yeah, I'm talking to you, 


you're the one that said it.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  What I said -- 


MR. PREHALL:  Are you going to buy my 


land -- when they come and want to put the power 


line on it, I'm going to say I've got a 240-acre 


farm in the middle of Eureka Center here, you said 


that you would buy the land. 


MR. POORKER:  We will -- yes, that is one 


option. 


MR. PREHALL:  And at what price?  
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MR. POORKER:  Whatever your land value is 


worth. 


MR. PREHALL:  Oh, it's just the land 


value now, it's not what the development -- the 


future development -- 


MR. POORKER:  Future, that is correct 


because I'm -- 


MR. PREHALL:  That isn't what you said a 


little while ago.  


MR. POORKER:  No.  I -- 


MR. PREHALL:  So I don't think you were 


being very truthful. 


MR. POORKER:  No.  I said we pay for 


impacts to land value, I did not say what it might 


be worth 10 or 20 or 30 years in the future.  


We're -- there's no way to determine that.  I'm not 


a land speculator, we're not in the business of 


speculating what land might be worth.  We pay for 


what it is worth right now, at the time of our 


negotiation, that is what we -- 


MR. PREHALL:  And you pay for total cost 


of the land or just the -- what you deem that you 


destroyed on the value of the land?  


MR. POORKER:  We pay for the easement 


itself and also impacts to your land values.  
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MR. PREHALL:  But what value do you put 


on the easement?  


MR. POORKER:  The easement itself is 


based on what land values are right now. 


MR. PREHALL:  A percentage of that?  


MR. POORKER:  A pretty high percentage, 


yes.


MR. PREHALL:  No, a percentage of it, 


isn't it?  


MR. POORKER:  Yes. 


MR. PREHALL:  It's not the whole value, 


is it?


MR. POORKER:  Actually, when our -- by 


the time we pay for everything, it's probably above 


that, it's probably above 100 percent. 


MR. PREHALL:  Well, I don't agree with 


that, I just went through that with the gas company. 


MR. POORKER:  I have no -- and believe 


me, for the last year and a half that people have 


been coming to our open houses, we have had a lot 


people in this area tell me about their experience 


with MinnCan and I'm not, certainly, going to defend 


MinnCan, but I did hear -- 


MR. PREHALL:  I didn't have a good 


experience with them.  
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MR. POORKER:  And there were a lot of 


people that were at our open houses and our work 


group meetings that had a lot of -- a lot to say 


about MinnCan.


MR. PREHALL:  I had experience with 


Northern Natural Gas.  


MR. POORKER:  Um-hmm.


MR. PREHALL:  And it didn't turn out that 


way, believe me.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.


MR. PREHALL:  And so don't tell the 


people that they're going to get a fair value for 


their land because they don't.  Because once this 


goes into the courts, you get -- it doesn't work out 


that way.  


So just to clarify something, last 


year -- or two years ago, they took a 50-foot swath 


all the way across the south edge of my farm, a mile 


and a half.  Now, today, you're going to take a mile 


and a half on the north edge of my farm.  So I've 


got a gas line on the south side and now these 


rotten lines on the north side, and I just don't 


think it's fair. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  I can understand 


that, a lot of people -- I mean, that's why people 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


77


are here -- 


MR. PREHALL:  Yeah.


MR. POORKER:  -- because they are 


interested in this transmission line and its impact 


to them, that's why we're here. 


MR. PREHALL:  You know, I just think you 


ought to be honest, then, when you're talking to 


people about the values that you're giving them, and 


I don't think you are. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  That's your opinion, 


but I am doing my best to be honest with how we pay 


for our transmission line easements.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment, sir.  


You had a comment, if you could restate 


your name, please.  


MR. OTTO:  Jeff Otto, Eureka Township.  


On the subject of easements and the 


payments -- I'm sorry I didn't get a chance to check 


exactly where it's at right now, but approximately 


two years ago when the state did some things to 


adjust the eminent domain laws because of a U.S. 


Supreme Court decision, they wanted to come back and 


plug some holes.  


At that time, the power companies were 


able to get an amendment into that bill that 
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exempted them from covering certain costs that a 


landowner could get reimbursed for if they disputed 


an appraisal on an easement for them.  And I don't 


know if that's been corrected, I know there's been a 


legislative initiative that's supposed to be in the 


works to correct that so that they have to play by 


the same rules that other public utilities have to 


abide by.  


So that's something to check with your 


state legislator, your senator and your 


representative, to find out where that's at to make 


sure they're aware that this is about to happen.  We 


want to make sure that we do get the protection that 


we deserve.  


The way this works is, an appraisal that 


will come in at below market value, below what you 


think it should be, you have to fight it as an 


individual.  So it's at your expense to get an 


attorney involved, to get your own appraisal, to try 


and get a court decision in your favor.  And even if 


you win, you wouldn't get reimbursed for your costs 


for having to have to fight it.


So what this legislation is about, is 


about correcting this imbalance so it's not so 


one-sided.  And I just want to make you aware of 
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that, and that's at the state level.  You need to 


address your representative and senator to help make 


sure that this gets corrected so that we're not 


affected by it on this particular project. 


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment, sir.


MS. HELMBERGER:  Hi, I'm kind of a repeat 


customer coming to these meetings, but my name is 


Cindy Helmberger, H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R.  


I keep hearing more things, so I just, of 


course, have to keep coming up here.  So until these 


meetings are over, you're going to see me.  One 


thing that Lake Marion -- and Joel pointed it out, 


is that right now it's 1.5 acres (sic), just south 


of here on Pillsbury.  You guys are looking at 


acquiring 12 to 16 acres, so that doesn't mean that 


you're going to now all of sudden have two acres, 


you obviously are going to do something with that 12 


to 16 acres plus what you already have.  


So you can just imagine the magnitude of 


not only the size of those lines, the massiveness of 


the poles, but how much is generated out of there.  


So now you're talking so many homes that are 


affected by -- I mean, I know it's not the size of 


Koch Refinery, but to me, I think it's going to be 
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kind of the same impact.  It's going to be a huge 


eyesore.  You've got safety issues, health issues.  


To me, that just -- you're going to just keep adding 


and adding and adding.  And once it goes through, 


how do we stop that from being added?  That is -- I 


can't imagine.  


The other thing, too, is just hearing the 


gentleman with the thoroughbreds, that fact that -- 


and I don't know if it was Great River or if it was 


one of the groups in your consortium, but if they 


didn't bring it back to how he had it, I really 


recommend that in the impact study that there be 


severe fines to whoever is responsible for not 


putting it to the restorative -- I lost the word, 


place that it was at or condition that it was at.  I 


think that should be strongly added into a 


requirement and I mean steep fines for it.  There's 


no reason why he should take his time and his money 


to restore it and have to make all the phone calls 


to get to the point where he's like, I give up, I'll 


do it myself.  


The other thing, too, is that I don't 


know how long it takes to do -- let's say if you're 


going across a section of land, does that take you, 


you know, three months or six months?  But let's say 
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that on average you say it takes three months, but 


it ends up taking you nine months, I think there 


should be steep fines for that as well.  


Because not only do we have to deal with 


the whole thing that we all agree we don't want, now 


we have to deal with construction, beat-up roads, 


beat-up land, having to see workers out there all 


the time, worrying about the lines until they 


actually get in place.  I think there should be 


steep fines for not getting it done on time.  I'd 


like that to be for sure noted on record as a 


consideration.  


And then just as a clarification on the 


values, I know we talked earlier, but I'm trying to 


still understand -- okay.  So if you take an acre of 


my land and you say it's worth $10,000, but because 


of the fact that I could have had some lots on that 


strip right by there, maybe it's not in that 75 


feet, but it's very close to that, if I know that 


right -- today if I could develop those and sell 


those and that would be, let's say, $400,000, I need 


to understand today, right now, will I be 


compensated for that in addition to the easement?  


The $10,000 means nothing to me.  I'm 


worried about in the future, if I'm going to be 
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losing $400,000 to a half million dollars and you, 


obviously, all are going to be losing, you know, a 


lot of money, too.  And that's what we need to know, 


is -- you know, you're kind of saying that we will 


maybe get compensated, but you don't know what it is 


going to be in the future.  But as of the time of 


the project, I could tell you that that's how much 


I'm going to lose.  I need to know, I am going to be 


compensated for that?  


So I'm going to kind of put you on the 


spot to answer that. 


MR. EK:  Let me just answer the 


substation question, that's -- any impact or 


anything having to do with the substation, that's 


included with the transmission line.  It's all one, 


it's an associated facility.  So we'd study anything 


at a substation, just as we -- anything that applies 


to the transmission line would apply to the 


substation being studied in the EIS.


As for imposing fines, that's a new one I 


haven't heard.  And I think -- 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Add it, come on, you've 


got to add it in there. 


MR. EK:  Well, here's the deal.  The EIS, 


that's not the document that would address that 
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issue.  I think that goes up to the powers that be, 


your legislators and so forth.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.


MR. EK:  I'm not sure, we have it on the 


record, it's something that we can take a look at, 


find out what the process is.  I'm no legal eagle 


and no, I don't know how that works.  It's a new 


one. 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Actually, I'm going to 


add on to that, the penalty of those fees go to the 


landowners that are directly impacted rather than 


having it go into the coffers of, you know, 


something that might fund something that none of us 


care about, so add that on there, too.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  No.  It's a good -- 


interesting comment.  Interesting.  


And I'll give the mic to Craig about the 


easement issue again. 


MR. POORKER:  All right.  Thanks, Cindy.  


Real quick about the substation sites.  We are 


looking at the Lake Marion area at purchasing 15 to 


20 acres.  That's not how big the substation will 


be.  Wherever we buy a substation site -- and most 


sites we're looking at are anywhere from 40 to 160 


acres, depending on what a farmer or landowner may 
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want to sell.  


It's addressed in the application itself, 


how big the substations are -- or how big the fenced 


area is.  And I think that's four to five acres, if 


I remember right, for each substation site.  And 


that's the fenced-in area, that's not even how much 


equipment is in there.  


Cindy, you asked a lot of questions, help 


me out, again.


MS. HELMBERGER:  Oh, okay.  Well, the 


other thing, too, is -- I'm just going to state 


this -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  Okay.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  -- and I know, we'll 


submit it.  But send it as far south -- southern end 


of Rice County where you have nowhere near the 


population, head it east and go up to where you can 


on Highway 52.  You don't have to worry about the 


Hampton people, the New Market people, the Eureka 


people.  You've got a lot less people down there.  


So -- okay.  So back to my question, so I 


had -- 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  You had a question 


on land values, compensation -- 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Right.
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MR. POORKER:  -- and it's not necessarily 


what it's worth right now, because, I mean, things 


change with real estate values quickly.  I think 


we've all learned that.  My house isn't worth nearly 


what it was just two years ago, and a lot of us are 


in that same boat.


But when we acquire easements, it's not 


based on, necessarily, how it's being used right 


now, but when it comes to appraisal of your 


property, we look at the highest and best use of 


your property.  So if -- you may have a residential 


area, but perhaps it could be used as something 


commercially, which would probably increase its 


value.  It may be highly developable land, and if 


that's the highest and best use, is subdividing into 


one-acre lots, that is something that we'd have to 


compensate for, is for the highest and best use of 


your property.  Not the way it's being used now, but 


the highest and best use possible under current 


zoning. 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.  So then, like, 


let's say that you take 75 feet and that totals an 


acre, but let's say that I've got 20 acres -- that 


includes 20 acres or whatever, so let's say that 


that really is worth $400,000 at whatever 
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given point in time the negotiation is done, so not 


only will you give me, let's say, $10,000 for that 


one acre, would I be compensated $400,000 


additionally for the fact that I'm losing lots to be 


built there?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, that's a good point.  


If it's -- if your highest and best use is lots and 


blocks subdivision, that would -- we would -- and 


your land is worth 400,000 an acre, I think that's 


then -- 


MS. HELMBERGER:  400,000 total for, like, 


20 acres. 


MR. POORKER:  So 20,000 an acre, that is 


what would we have to look at paying you for that. 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  And again, it's not -- 


MS. HELMBERGER:  And that helps clarify, 


because I was kind of starting to hear one thing and 


get, you know, led a different direction.  So I 


think that that helps clarify. 


MR. POORKER:  Sure.  Sure.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  So okay.  Thank you.


MR. POORKER:  Thanks.


MS. HELMBERGER:  Thank you for your time.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comment.  
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Additional comments?  


Well, with that --


MR. POORKER:  One more.


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  If you'd like to sit 


down, sir, I'd more than happy to -- oh, all right.  


If you could state and spell your name, sir.


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  I can yell if I have to.  


My name is Whitey, last name is 


Whitehouse, one word.  Make it two words, that's 


that building in Washington, that's not me.  


I thank you for putting up with all of 


the comments from the people that are concerned 


about their land values.  It's important to them, 


it's also important to them that they take a look at 


what their tax evaluation is by -- and I'm in Dakota 


County.  What happens to it next year from what the 


tax evaluation is this year, it's about 20 percent 


lower.  


I'm assuming that everyone is going to 


have that same, or close to it, reduction in land 


value.  If you paid, in the last five years, so many 


millions of dollars for your piece of property 


because that's what the Realtor told you it was 


worth, when in reality we've got dooped by a 


Realtor, don't take it out on the state and don't 
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take it on the right-of-way people.  


The right-of-way, as I understand it, is 


tentatively 1,000-feet wide (sic), correct?  


MR. EK:  No.  The right-of-way is 


150-feet wide. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Okay.  What is the width 


on the green (sic)?  


MR. EK:  That's the route width.


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  How much -- how wide?  


MR. EK:  1,000 feet. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  1,000 feet.  All right.  


In the past, if there's something in the way, you 


can go zigzagging to avoid structures, land, 


whatever, roads, you can zigzag?  


MR. EK:  Correct. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  It isn't a true, 


straight line?  


MR. EK:  Correct. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  I think a lot of people 


here assume it's a true, straight line.  I don't 


know that anybody's ever brought this out in your 


meetings, that you can zigzag. 


MR. EK:  No.  I've actually brought that 


up several times. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Okay.  I haven't heard 
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that today and I'm not condemning.  


The other thing that I have a question on 


is EMFs, there is always the fear factor of the EMF.  


For about 40 years I sold industrial piping products 


to refineries and power plants, I have not yet heard 


OSHA or the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers saying 


that people that are around power generation are 


dying.  I don't hear that.  


Has there ever been a study on the people 


that work in the power plant right next to the 


generators, has there ever been a study on that?  


MR. EK:  Yes.  There are studies out 


there. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Okay.  And how does that 


compare to the EMFs off -- from a power line?  


MR. EK:  We include those studies in our 


literature searches and in the EIS. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Just a Reader's Digest 


version, how does that compare, is there a greater 


incidence for those people working next to the 


generators and turbines in a power plant?  I think 


OSHA would close them all down, we'd be back to coal 


lamps and candles.  


And by the way, those of us that go home 


and we don't want to turn on that light switch 
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tonight because we're against this project, maybe we 


should light a candle. 


MR. EK:  You are correct, there is no 


difference -- there is a safety hazard, a shock 


hazard -- 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- if you're going to touch it. 


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  Right. 


MR. EK:  But the EMF, no.


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  And what did your mom 


tell you -- and your dad?  


MR. EK:  Don't stick your finger in a 


light socket.


MR. WHITEHOUSE:  What else did they tell 


you?  Don't fly the kite near the power lines.  


Let's have some common sense.  


Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment, sir.  


Additional comments?  


Okay.  All right.  Again, this is 


important, this is the scoping.  This is where we're 


trying to get your input into the environmental 


impact statement, into scoping for this proposed 


project.  So please call me, grab a comment form, 


submit it today.  Print out a map, submit it today, 
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take it home, mail it in, e-mail me, go online, any 


way you can.  I want to be sure we hear your 


comments so we can include them so this is an 


all-inclusive EIS.  


So all I can say is thank you for coming 


and please submit your comments, April 30.  


Thank you.


(Meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m.)
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MR. EK:  So now we'll open it up to 


public comments, questions, concerns about suggested 


alternatives.  So if I could just have folks who'd 


like to comment just step up to the mic here.  I 


guess we can form a line down the row here, and 


we'll have the stenographer record your comments.  


So feel free to step up.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Get this show on the 


road.  What do you need to know, Scott, names or 


anything?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, I'm sorry, I'm sorry.  I 


needed a drink of water real quick.  If you could 


state your name and spell it for the court reporter, 


please.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Bob Chemberlin, 


C-H-E-M-B-E-R-L-I-N.  Okay.  I've been to Hampton a 


few times, and for the life of me I can't see what's 


going on there that needs all this power.  Why 


Hampton?  What's -- where is this going from 


Hampton?


MR. EK:  That actually -- well, I can 


answer part of that.  Maybe Craig can answer more of 


it.  But that becomes part of the need issue, the 


whole need for the project and why it's going to 


Hampton and why it's needed to go to Hampton.  
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And let me explain that.  That's a 


separate part of the project.  Well, there's two 


separate dockets.  There's a need part, and that 


need's been going on for two or three years.  I'm 


not part of that need process, so I really can't -- 


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  A need where?  Are we 


talking about Twin City power?


MR. EK:  Just need, is this line needed, 


period.  Period, is this line needed.  And so they 


have -- that's the PUC, Public Utilities Commission 


determines that.  That's a separate process and it's 


been going on.  


We're here tonight to talk about the 


routing process, where -- if the line was deemed 


needed, where exactly it would go.  The certificate 


of need process has ended.  Everything's been done.  


And, in fact, next week, next -- the 15th, which 


would be Wednesday, the Public Utilities Commission 


is hearing oral arguments from all those folks and 


intervenors that have been part of this whole 


process for the last couple of years on the need 


side.  They'll listen to that.  It is open to the 


public, not open to the public for comments or 


anything, you can go there to listen and hear what 


people have to say with regards to need for this 
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project.  


On Thursday, the 16th, the PUC then just 


deliberates and they talk amongst themselves.  That 


is also open to the public.  You can go there.  They 


don't -- they don't allow people to raise their hand 


and ask questions, but you can listen to what 


they're talking about.  And at that time, on the 


16th, they will decide whether this project is 


indeed needed or not needed.  And depending on their 


decision -- if it's needed, this routing process 


keeps going.  We keep going with this process here.  


If they say this project is not needed, everything 


ends.  This whole routing process goes away right 


now -- or around that day.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Okay.  So back to my 


original question.  


MR. EK:  Right.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  You must -- I know what 


the meeting is today, but you must know what the 


need committees or whatever are saying, where is the 


need?  I think we deserve the need if we're -- our 


land is being taken to feed St. Paul or --


MR. EK:  Yeah.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  -- wherever.


MR EK:  As I said, I'm not -- that's -- 
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I'm on the routing side of the process.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  So you don't know where 


the need is?


MR. EK:  No, I don't deal with the need 


at all.  We have a whole -- two separate 


departments.  One to help with -- 


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Okay.


MR. EK:  One to help with the need.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  The substations, will 


those substations like the one out by Redwood Falls, 


Franklin, would that feed those communities?  Are 


they drawing power from that or is it just a 


substation to up it to transmit it?


MR. EK:  No.  Yes, yes, the new 


substations, as Craig has explained in previous 


meetings, they are the on and off-ramps, and they 


would feed those communities in those special areas, 


you know, in Marshall and Granite Falls and Franklin 


and Hampton and off-load or on-load the electricity, 


you know, the transmission, the electricity to those 


areas.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Which gets me to my real 


question.  What is the reason that we're not 


following existing right-of-ways and easements, 


i.e., freeways, highways, Interstate 90, come all 
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the way over to 35 and north right up one side of 


the road?  Why aren't we doing that?


MR. EK:  Yeah.  That's a question I'll -- 


that's a question I'll give to -- hand over to 


Craig.  But at the same time, that is -- you know, 


it is your option to provide that as an alternative 


to this project and submit it.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  I hereby provide it as 


an option.  


MR. EK:  There you go.  And now we have 


that in the record.  It's just as good as submitting 


a comment.  But I'll let Craig kind of comment on 


why -- why or why not it was not routed along 90 and 


so on and so forth because I wasn't part of that 


process.  


MR. POORKER:  Thanks.  We chose to route 


it along the route that we did for a number of 


reasons.  


Is this working yet?  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Yeah. 


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Good.  


You're right.  The substations that we're 


looking at, Lyon County substation is the first one 


we come to when we come out of Brookings County 


substation.  There's been a lot of growth in 
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Marshall, not just in residential, but a huge amount 


of manufacturing.  There have been a lot of ethanol 


plants come on line, and those are huge users of 


electricity.  We needed to get some electricity to 


Marshall.  


Same thing with the Franklin area.  We 


have not so much growth right there, other than 


ethanol plants, but there is an issue there.  We 


have voltage problems all around there.  It's a 


struggle for us to keep the power going all the 


time.  We have voltage drops.  And that substation 


is going to help alleviate some of that.  


The Helena substation is probably more of 


a breaker station.  It looks like a substation, but 


that's so that we can interconnect with that 


existing 345 line that's there already.  There's one 


there that kind of ties that 345 kV system together.  


And then from there we head to Lake Marion, and I 


think it's pretty tough to deny the growth that 


we've seen in the Twin Cities area in the last 


30 years.  Now, the population has doubled in the 


Twin Cities as well as Minnesota.  Dakota County has 


seen significant growth, as well as Scott County, 


and there's a lot more coming.  And so that's why we 


need to get to Lake Marion substation.  
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Hampton substation, again, we're 


connecting into an existing 345-kV transmission 


line, and that again ties that whole grid system 


together.  It just makes it a little more robust and 


much more efficient and is going to serve a lot of 


the growth that's in the Twin Cities area.  And 


we -- this area that we're in is the suburbs.


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  So is that my answer to 


the need question --


MR. POORKER:  I would say yes.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  -- that Scott had 


mentioned? 


MR. POORKER:  Yes.  


MR. CHEMBERLIN:  Okay.  All right.  Thank 


you.


MR. POORKER:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments, sir.  


If you could state and spell your name. 


MR. LAE:  Sure.  My name is Colin Lae, 


that's C-O-L-I-N, L-A-E.  I'm a sophomore engineer 


in Lakeville, and I ran for state rep last year.  


My question today, first of all, I'm 


somewhat concerned because we're looking at putting 


in this huge project.  But, you know, land values 


are badly depressed right now.  I'm sure a lot of 
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people are looking at this thing and saying, you 


know, fair market value isn't what it used to be in 


times like this.  So I just feel for all the people 


who are having this built on their land.  Clearly, 


they need to know that -- be reassured that they're 


going to get a fair value for what they're giving 


up.  


Secondly, I should point out that there 


was a newspaper article -- I see the guy behind me 


holding it -- put out by an organization calling 


themselves Citizens for Smart Energy.  I did a 


little research into this thing.  Apparently it was 


some extra advertising for tonight's event; but 


they're actually, I believe, an astro-turfing 


organization.  I don't know if you understand what 


that means.  But this is a St. Paul investment firm 


that shares an office and a CEO with that 


organization, and I think that they're not actually 


who they claim to be.  So a lot of people here may 


have come here tonight thinking that they're coming 


to see about environmental impacts and that, which 


is true; but they're using talking points from an 


investment firm which may have interests along the 


line site. 


MR. EK:  It's funny.  Is that just recent 
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from around here?  


MR. McCARNEY:  Yeah, it's the Sun Current 


from -- 


MR. EK:  Because last Monday in Marshall 


there was a similar advertisement in the Marshall 


paper.


MR. McCARNEY:  Really?  


MR. EK:  We weren't quite sure who they 


were.


MR. McCARNEY:  My radar goes up when I 


read Citizens for Smart Energy.


MR. EK:  To be honest with you, I hadn't 


had time to even research who it was.  I do have the 


article from Marshall, so -- but I haven't had time, 


with all these public meetings, to research it.  


But...


MR. LAE:  Let's just say I had to do some 


digging because they didn't want to make themselves 


very well known.  But, yeah, it's a St.  Paul 


investment firm.  


And I share the concerns of all the 


homeowners along the site.  I hope that you pick a 


good route that takes into account their concerns.  


But I just want to let the people know that the 


newspaper article wasn't a valid organization.
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MR. EK:  Thank you.  That's nice to know.  


It's helpful for me, too.  


Could I have a -- Craig, could you maybe 


speak to the whole easement -- I know that's 


probably going to come up again -- and the fair 


market value and so forth. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, that question's come 


up at every meeting, is easements and acquisition 


and payments for those easements and how we do that, 


so -- which is my background.  


This is a -- like Scott said, this is a 


big project.  Minnesota hasn't seen a project like 


this in 30-some years.  My background is easement 


acquisition, and working with Great River Energy 


I've learned a lot about acquiring easements for 


transmission lines.  What we -- we do, by law and by 


constitution, have to offer just compensation.  What 


just compensation is is defined by various state 


laws.  When an electric utility pays for easements, 


we make a payment based on the number of acreage -- 


number of acres encumbered by that easement; and it 


is based on your land value, what land is selling 


for at that particular time that we negotiate an 


easement.  


The easements that we acquire are for 
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this transmission line and nothing else.  We buy the 


rights from you to build this transmission line, to 


maintain it and to operate it, and that's it.  It's 


still your private property.  If somebody else comes 


along and wants to put up a bike trail or bury a 


phone line or a cable or something like that or a 


snowmobile trail, they cannot do that unless they 


get another easement from you as a private 


landowner.  That doesn't open it up to anything 


else.  It's still your property to farm, to put 


fences up, put roads across.  We don't have a lot of 


restrictions on that easement other than putting 


structures in there that could be hazardous to you 


or to the transmission line integrity.  


But we don't just pay for easements.  We 


also pay for damage that we do to your private 


property, and that would be damage to your crop if 


you have a crop planted.  Or you have landscaping 


within that easement that we damage because of 


construction, we pay you for that.  Crop loss, loss 


in crop yield because of soil compaction, that does 


take some time to get that back.  


Also impacts to land values.  The big 


concern that we've been hearing along this whole 


corridor is what is this going to do to my land 
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values.  As a landowner and as a utility, if we are 


affecting your property values and -- affecting 


that, we have to pay for that.  We don't just pay 


for the easement, but we pay also the impact that's 


going to be inflicted on your property, if there is 


any.  


Some -- and everybody's property is 


different.  This transmission line will affect 


different properties differently.  There are no two 


pieces of property alike on the planet.  So we're 


going to affect each one differently.  We negotiate 


with every single property owner that is on this 


project, as well as other people that may have an 


interest in your property as well.  So I'll -- 


MR. SWANSON:  How about next door?  


MR. POORKER:  Next door?


MR. SWANSON:  Next door to the easement?


MR. POORKER:  Yep, if -- that's an issue 


that comes up as well.  That's one of those 


aesthetic criteria that we have to look at.  And the 


state looks at that as well when they're reviewing 


our route.  Unfortunately, if you are across the 


road from the transmission easement and the easement 


is not encroaching on your property, there is no 


avenue for paying people for that.  That's -- it's 
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something we wrestle with, and I understand that; 


but that's an aesthetic value that's going to have 


to be addressed in the -- that is addressed in the 


permit application and, likewise, is going to have 


to be addressed by the state as part of that EIS.  


MR. SWANSON:  So what you're saying is 


you'll compensate only the people -- 


MR. EK:  Sir, you'll have to come up to 


the microphone so we can get it on record for you. 


MR. SWANSON:  Del Swanson.  


S-W-A-N-S-O-N, D-E-L.  The question -- what you're 


saying is that you are -- the easement compensation 


is only for those people directly on whose property 


the line falls?  


MR. POORKER:  That is correct. 


MR. SWANSON:  If I live next door and 


there's a big 180-foot tower on my view toward the 


sunset, I get nothing for that?  


MR. POORKER:  That is correct.  And we've 


heard from people that have issues with that 


anywhere from being right next door and we even 


heard from people that were a mile away that were 


concerned with having to view something like that.  


So it's an aesthetic value that will have to be 


addressed as part of the permit.  
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MR. EK:  Thank you, Craig.  


Yes, sir.  If you could state and spell 


your name. 


MR. McCARNEY:  Kevin, K-E-V-I-N, 


McCarney, M-C-C-A-R-N-E-Y.  


A couple of questions.  One, will this 


project create a lot of jobs?  Because this economy 


is in really tough shape.  


MR. EK:  Craig. 


MR. POORKER:  I would say yes.  This is 


a -- this is a significant construction project.  


Everywhere -- everything from designing, surveying, 


engineering, steel manufacturing of the poles, 


wires, concrete.  We are going to keep concrete 


companies quite busy for a while constructing this 


line.  It takes a significant amount of labor.  I 


think the big hope is, and I heard this comment last 


night, was is it going to be Minnesota labor.  


That's something that's kind of out of my control as 


the routing lead for this project, but as a taxpayer 


and a citizen of this area, I would hope that it 


would be Minnesota labor.  But there is going to be 


significant job opportunities on this project. 


Mr. McCARNEY:  Now, will this -- will 


this help to keep our energy costs lower, this big 
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project?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure -- that's 


probably, again, in the certificate of need.  I 


think they probably had to address how that may 


impact your rates.  And there's a number in the 


certificate of need, I don't remember, but I thought 


it was like in the $1.70 to $2 a month range, that's 


that it would increase. 


MR. McCARNEY:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  If you could please 


state your name and spell it, please. 


MR. KRASS:  I will do that.  My name is 


Rod Krass, K-R-A-S-S.  


I practice in the condemnation area, and 


I'm here representing Tom and Kim Purdin (phonetic), 


who are on the preferred route and want me to make 


the comment that they don't want to be on the 


preferred route, they don't want this project to 


occur, and they don't want to shift it south onto 


their neighbors' property either, because that's 


what these projects do.  If the other route gets 


taken, your neighbor gets hurt instead of you.  


Somebody -- somebody loses.  


I have represented 55 landowners in the 
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MinnCan oil condemnation that we're going through 


right now, and I can tell you a little bit about 


this process that you're going to face because we've 


gone through it.  We challenged the certificate of 


need, we challenged the route at the PUC, and then 


we appealed that to the Minnesota Court of Appeals.  


And you've heard that there's going to be 


a decision next week on the certificate of need.  


And I'm not a betting man, but were I a betting man, 


I would tell you I would put very long odds on any 


chance that the PUC is not going to approve that 


certificate of need.  I expect that's going to 


happen.  And when that happens, then we're in the 


routing process, and the issue of whether or not 


there's a need for this has gone and has already 


been decided.  


Now, what happens when a project like 


this starts is that the companies involved are going 


to bring in land agents.  This is a huge project.  


They're going to bring in a company of land agents.  


Usually these companies are from Texas and Oklahoma.  


Our experience on MinnCan was that most of our 


property owners had two or three or sometimes four 


different land agents knocking at their door, each 


one saying something different, nobody having the 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


19


same story.  And I recognize some faces here of 


people who have been through this and understand it.  


That's -- that's going to happen to you, too.  


There's often some disinformation that's 


provided.  We took a lot of testimony where people 


said, the land agents came and told us you'd better 


take our offer, it's better than nothing, and not -- 


not telling them that they had an opportunity if 


they wished to go to a hearing and have three 


disinterested real estate people in their county 


make a determination as to what their compensation 


ought to be and what their loss is.  


I just heard a comment about a 


determination as to whether or not your remaining 


property has been damaged, and certainly that is 


compensable if it has.  And I will tell you, of the 


55 that I have had myself, twice, only twice has 


there been a recognition that that oil line has 


impacted anything except the easement taken.  They 


almost always claim there is no impact to the 


remaining property.  And that's always going to be a 


battle.  


We showed instance after instance before 


the PUC of lack of notification.  And we heard -- I 


was in New Prague last night, heard a lot of people 
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say this is going right through my property, nobody 


notified me, I didn't get one of those letters.  And 


I will tell you, we had all kinds of people come up 


and testify to that extent; and MinnCan, which is 


Koch Refinery, took the position they had notified 


everybody.  So we asked MinnCan for the list of 


people they notified.  They refused to give it.  So 


we went to the Commerce Department where Mr. Ek's 


department is, and that's the people's 


representative in all this, and we said you give us 


that list.  And we got back -- I got back a letter 


from them saying, no, we consider this confidential 


information.  The information as to whose property 


was being taken by that utility, they said, was 


confidential.  But they were nice enough to tell me 


that I could start a lawsuit against the State of 


Minnesota and try and convince a judge to overturn 


their decision.  


The PUC, Public Utilities Commission, 


ignored the whole issue of notice.  They ignored the 


issue of the route because there was what's called a 


brown field route, the old route of an old pipeline 


that went down to Koch Refinery, and that was 


preferred by many, many people instead of what's 


called the green field route through a lot of farms 
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and homes coming around the west side of the Twin 


Cities to get to the Koch Refinery.  And the PUC 


said, you know what, we don't have to look at that 


brown field because the Applicant, Koch Refinery, 


has told us it won't work.  So that was the decision 


they made, they wouldn't look at it.  


We had no better luck, I will tell you, 


in the Court of Appeals, which simply wasn't 


interested in hearing any of this and affirmed the 


decision of the PUC and on went the condemnation 


process, then.  


I want to tell you one more thing.  In 


2006 the Minnesota legislature passed a major reform 


in condemnation law, long overdue, to give property 


owners rights that they never had before.  As an 


example, for as long as I can remember the amount 


that you received to pay for your appraisal has been 


$500, and you cannot get a condemnation appraisal 


for anything close to $500.  The legislature changed 


it to 5,000.  There's always been a problem with 


condemning authorities low-balling people, coming in 


with a real low offer.  And the legislature said, 


look, if the commissioners find out and award an 


amount 40 percent higher than your offer, they're 


going to get attorney's fees.  Really good approach, 
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a really good change.  There was other changes.  A 


great number of them on are relocation, business 


loss, things of that nature.  Wonderful changes.  


The problem is all these private 


utilities got themselves exempted from every one of 


those changes and are still under the old law.  And 


a group of us went to the legislature this spring 


and attempted to get that exemption removed.  We 


were unsuccessful.  And we were unsuccessful because 


legislators aren't hearing from their constituents.  


And I told the people in New Prague last night, 


shame on anybody in this room who's going to be 


impacted or whose neighbors are going to be impacted 


who don't go home and write their state senator and 


their state representative and the governor of this 


state and demand to know why these private 


utilities, who are in the money-making business, why 


they get exempted when the state or the county or 


the school district or the city have to give you 


these rights.  


And there is no rationale why your rights 


should be dependent on who's taking your land, 


because if it's a private utility, all those changes 


from '06 are out the window.  And we're going to 


have another session before this condemnation starts 
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to make those changes.  And it's only going to 


happen if people get upset enough and angry enough 


and understand this is going to impact you or a 


friend of yours or a neighbor of yours and demand 


that your representatives do something about this.  


So in that process, when it starts, we're 


going to find out if we've got that change and you 


folks have those rights that everybody has when the 


state or government takes your property, or you're 


back in the 1950s when the initial condemnation law 


was first passed.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments.  


Just wanted to add one thing.  You're 


more than welcome to go visit the eDocket, the 


website that we have, particularly the eDocket 


website for this project.  You will find a list of 


all the addresses the notices were sent out to in 


PDF form.  Once the comment period ends on the 30th, 


all comments that are submitted will be scanned into 


PDF and will be available on line.  So I guess I 


can't -- I can't comment to what happened in the 


past with an oil pipeline project, but tonight we're 


talking about this transmission line project, and 


all the addresses are there.  If you don't find your 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


24


address, give me a call.  We could certainly find 


it.  They are available on the website for you to 


view as of right now, today.  


But thank you for your comments, sir. 


Yes, ma'am.  If you could state and spell 


your name. 


MS. MILLER:  My name's Mary Miller, 


M-I-L-L-E-R.  


This is not our first contact with a 


transmission line for Great River Energy.  Our first 


contact was in Arrow Lake Industrial Park about ten 


years ago, and it's for a 115-kilovolt line.  They 


moved this line from an adjoining property behind 


us, so it was on the back of our property, to the 


front of our property on Hamburg Avenue.  They told 


us it's not going to impact you or anything like 


that, but we can't do anything underneath that power 


line.  They cut down trees underneath it.  We can 


only put trees underneath it for a certain height.  


One question that I think everyone probably wants to 


know, how is this really going to impact my front 


yard?  So what I'd like you guys to do is to tell 


us -- you've told us the height, you've told us the 


easement area.  Are you going to clear-cut 


everything underneath these lines?  Can we plant 
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anything underneath these lines?  Can we do anything 


underneath these lines?  


I'd like to applaud the gentleman before 


me.  This is our third easement with any kind of an 


agency, be that a public utility electrical or the 


intersection that you see right out here that you 


probably drove through the construction area.  We're 


not done with that one yet, but it is exactly as he 


said.  You will lose, and you have no rights.  No 


matter what you think you have, they aren't there.  


MR. EK:  Just to answer your question 


about the -- underneath the power line, it's my 


understanding that high-growing trees, of course, if 


they're going to interfere with the power line, no.  


They are going to have to be short. 


MS. MILLER:  What height, though?  


MR. EK:  Good question.  Is there -- 


MR. POORKER:  Usually 20 to 25. 


MR. EK:  20 to 25 feet. 


MS. MILLER:  So it's a maximum height 


with a range?  


MR. EK:  There -- within that 150 feet.  


Within the hundred -- 


MS. MILLER:  150 to 180 feet, I believe 


it is.
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MR. EK:  No, 150 feet is the 


right-of-way.  


MS. MILLER:  Oh, the mailing we got said 


it could range, particularly on curves.  We happen 


to live on a curve, and it's coming through our 


front yard.  We live on a hill.  It's going to be 


our view.  


MR. EK:  Okay.


MS. MILLER:  Okay?  So that's why we're 


asking these kinds of questions.  So, once again, in 


that 150 to 180 feet, we can't plant anything over 


25 or 20 feet?  


MR. POORKER:  Some of the restrictions 


that are on there, of course, tall trees are 


definitely a hazard to the transmission line.  There 


are -- like I said before, you can pretty much do 


anything under that transmission line except have 


something there, whether it's a tree or structure, 


that could interfere with the transmission line or 


pose a danger to somebody that might be climbing in 


a tree or something like that.  


MS. MILLER:  So it's pretty -- it's not a 


hard and fast rule?  


MR. POORKER:  Oh, I think it is.  We have 


a list of trees that are -- 
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MS. MILLER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  -- a lot of species of 


trees that only grow to 20 or 25 feet tall, 25 feet 


tall.  Apple trees are a good example, lilac bushes 


-- we have tree farms underneath our transmission 


lines.  


MS. MILLER:  We have apple trees and 


lilac bushes under the current line that runs in 


front of our property near the lake, so we're 


familiar with that. 


MR. POORKER:  That should not be an issue 


for us. 


MS. MILLER:  So are you saying that we 


could actually -- if we built a building that would 


be 25 feet, we can put it directly under that line?


MR. POORKER:  I would say not, because 


you plant an apple tree or lilac tree, you're not 


going to be climbing in that.  You build a shed or 


something 25 feet high, it's pretty tough to build 


without a crane or somebody up on the roof.  And 


that is getting a little bit too close for comfort 


to those wires.  So I would say no structures within 


that right-of-way.  


MS. MILLER:  See, I'm asking these 


questions specifically for those people that don't 
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know the answers.  We already have been through 


this, and this is a bigger line with a wider 


easement area.


MR. POORKER:  Right, right.  The easement 


within the hundred -- is 150 feet to 180 feet.  And 


the areas where we may be at 180 feet wide will be 


somewhere -- if we have to use an H-frame structure, 


and there may be cases where we need to make a -- 


have a really, really long span, and H-frames allow 


us to do that.  River crossings are a good example.  


I can see us using H-frames in those locations.  So, 


yes, the right-of-way would be up to 180 feet at 


those locations. 


MS. MILLER:  Curbs and corners is where 


we see them, also.


MR. POORKER:  There shouldn't have to be. 


MS. MILLER:  There shouldn't have to be?  


MR. POORKER:  No.  I think you're 


probably referring to probably anchor structures, 


right?  


MS. MILLER:  Yeah, I'm thinking 


specifically south of the Lake Marion station as it 


goes down Dupont Avenue.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  I think where it 


turns or where there's an angle structure, there are 
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most likely some anchors in there.  And we have 


proposed to build this line without anchors.  So 


where we do have to make a corner, we're going to do 


that without anchoring those structures.  That's 


something that we heard a lot from the ag community 


as well, is don't put anchors in our fields.  And so 


we're going to design the structure and the 


transmission line to avoid that. 


MS. MILLER:  Okay.  So I think you've 


answered all the questions, essentially.  In a 150- 


to 180-foot wide area on your property, you will 


pretty much not be able to do anything except maybe 


plant some little apple trees. 


MR. POORKER:  I would say you could 


pretty much do anything except put structures or 


tall trees in there.  You can fence it -- 


MS. MILLER:  Which is the purpose of 


trying to at least hide the poles for some people.  


In our case we aren't going to have that option.  


It's going to be in our front window because we're 


on a hill.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Yes.  And like I 


said before, you can put roads, driveways, fences, 


landscaping, smaller trees and shrubs, gardens.  


There are not that many restrictions for a 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


30


transmission line as opposed to a roadway where you 


can do absolutely nothing in that -- in that 


easement.  


MS. MILLER:  One thing I'd also like to 


comment to all of you.  You may not be aware, but 


when someone takes an easement on your property, you 


continue to pay taxes on the dirt underneath that 


easement.  Some people aren't aware of that.  We 


actually own half of Hamburg.  We pay the taxes on 


that street all the way up to the middle of the 


road.  We also do that over here at this 


intersection.  We do that at home, as you do if you 


live on a road and your property line abuts that.  


You will continue to pay property taxes on land you 


cannot use.  


MR. POORKER:  And that's correct.  Most 


of you that live along a roadway that has a road 


easement, you do own usually to the center of the 


road -- 


MS. MILLER:  Correct.


MR. POORKER:  -- or to the quarter 


section line or section line.  You do own that.  


However, your tax assessor should be looking at that 


as a value of 0, because that road easement, that 


33 feet, you can do nothing with, so they should 
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take that into account.  


MS. MILLER:  According to Dakota 


County -- we've just been through this, we just 


finished our hearing in January because we declined 


the county offer -- that is not the case.


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, again, I can't speak 


for them.  But that's -- having come from a county 


and having a background in easement acquisitions 


for -- right-of-way acquisition for a small local 


county, that is the way -- I had a conversation with 


a tax assessor, and that's what we agreed to do. 


MS. MILLER:  Which county?  Is it one of 


these affected here?  


MR. POORKER:  No.  No, it is not.  


MS. MILLER:  Okay.  We were told that 


Scott County is very similar to Dakota County.  So I 


have not personally called the assessor yet. 


MR. POORKER:  And I don't think there's 


hardly anybody that's in this room that does not 


have an easement of some kind on their property, and 


most likely a road easement. 


MS. MILLER:  That's correct.


MR. POORKER:  Without a road easement on 


your property, you're not going anywhere.  


MS. MILLER:  Right.
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MR. POORKER:  You're not getting home and 


you're not going to leave if you're in there.  So 


everybody has an easement, and I'm not sure how the 


county addresses that or any road authority. 


MS. MILLER:  One final comment is -- the 


gentleman before me addressed this also -- we, as I 


said, have just been through this, and this was on a 


residential parcel.  They typically don't do what 


they're alluding to here.  They do not pay you for 


the impact on the remaining property.  That, to 


them, is -- it's not worth it.  And even with a 


hearing after the county offer and negotiating with 


your attorney or yourselves, that's really not going 


to amount to much.  So you really need to review 


what the gentleman before me said.  A lot of his 


points are right on.  Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And, again, that was 


MinnCan.  I have no idea -- I've heard a lot about 


people that have been affected by MinnCan over the 


last year and a half.  We heard that at every open 


house in Scott County and Dakota County.  


But I think the electric utilities -- 


Great River Energy as an example.  We have a lot of 


transmission in Dakota County, Scott County, and 


I've worked on projects in Scott County and Dakota 
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County.  And from what I understand from those 


folks, we did okay.  The projects that I worked on 


in Dakota and Scott anyway, we got done.  They were 


69- and 115-kV projects, granted, but we did it, I 


think, pretty well.  We go out and visit with those 


landowners when we're done.  I got every single 


easement without using eminent domain.  That's not 


going to happen on every project.  That's getting to 


be rare, in fact.  


But I think we have -- as an electric 


generation and transmission cooperative that has a 


lot of transmission in Dakota and Scott County, we 


have to live and work here, we have to come back.  


If we mess this project up, it's going to be much 


more difficult for the next project; and there will 


be more, whether it's a new transmission line or an 


upgraded transmission line.  We're going to have to 


work with some of the same people.  I've worked on 


projects over by Miesville, I've worked on projects 


in Sand Creek and Helena Townships, and I think 


those have gone relatively well.  And those same 


people in Helena Township were also notified in that 


same corridor when we sent out the original notice.  


MR. EK:  And also, to answer your 


question about the easements and tree clearing or 
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vegetation clearing, as we call it, it's boilerplate 


in permits, and we identify in the permits it's 


limited only to that easement and as necessary.  So 


it's in the permit.  They must follow what's in that 


permit.  


And we do, of course, have a complaint 


form with the permit.  Should you feel they're out 


of bounds, submit that complaint form.  But that is 


very boilerplate in all the permits we issue for 


these transmission right-of-ways when it comes to 


clearing vegetation in a right-of-way, to answer 


that question.  


Sir. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Thanks, Scott.  Bob 


Johnson.  The gentleman in the blue sweater, are you 


aware of where -- is it Senate File 1112 on the 


eminent domain bill is up at the State House right 


now?  Is that out of committee and -- do you know?  


It was Bly's bill, or Dahle and Bly?  


MR. KRASS:  It's my understanding that it 


didn't make the cut getting through the required 


committees before the cutoff date. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  I had heard Friday or 


Monday that it had gotten out of one committee and 


was moving to Senate committee or something.  Just 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


35


wondered if -- the lady in the white. 


MS. TOPP:  It didn't make the March 27th 


cutoff; however, Bly and Dahle and Northfield are 


now working -- are all working to get an amendment 


to go into the energy bill.  If it can be done by 


amendment, it could still be voted on the floor of 


the House.  So it's not just an issue for the next 


session, it's still an issue for this session.  It's 


really important that you contact your legislators. 


MR. JOHNSON:  And on that point -- 


MR. EK:  Sir, could I just ask, if we're 


asking the public, if you have comments back, if 


it's a back-and-forth conversation, for respect for 


the transcriber, if you could come up to the 


microphone so she can get this on record and hear 


what you're saying, please.  Just appreciate that.  


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Scott, was it Frank?  


MR. EK:  Craig. 


MR. POORKER:  Craig. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  And, Craig, what co-op 


do you represent or work for?  


MR. POORKER:  Great River Energy. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Great River.  Of the 


total CapX project, what percentage of ownership or 


share of the CapX project is Great River?  
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MR. POORKER:  Oh, I don't remember that.  


I think that's in the certificate of need also, but 


I'm thinking it's like 17 to 18 percent range. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  I think Xcel is about 


43 percent. 


MR. POORKER:  I think higher than that. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Higher than that?  So, 


with respect, the work that your group has done 


might not play any real role in this whole routing 


process.  And when you guys have maybe done a great 


job in the areas you've been in, those of us and 


others who might be impacted quite possibly might 


never see your folks.  Is that accurate?  


MR. POORKER:  I think as far as this 


project goes, Great River Energy is the project 


manager for this project.  They're going to see it 


through, through construction and restoration and 


everything like that.  The final ownership of the 


line, as far as I know, that's still up in the air.  


The utility companies are negotiating who is going 


to own and operate that. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Right.  Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  Thanks. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  And with respect to 


routing, is it accurate that -- Scott, that your 
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office is going to write the environmental impact 


study and then, after some additional process, that 


goes to the PUC for their consideration?  Is that 


where that report goes?  


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Yeah.  I'll -- our 


office, the Office of Energy Security, does write 


the environmental impact statement.  In fact, we've 


hired a third-party consultant to assist with 


writing that environmental impact statement.  And 


yes, indeed, it does go to the public and it does go 


to the PUC, of course, for them to review. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  And just by the by, how 


many folks are employed at the OES?  


MR. EK:  I guess I wouldn't have that 


answer. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  How many are in your 


department?  


MR. EK:  Oh, in my department?  I would 


believe in routing there's eight, I suppose. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  All right.  Thank you.  


I appreciate that.  Just a couple of questions I'd 


like to ask about routing.  


Number one, are there any official 


criteria for routing the lines over homes or schools 


or hospitals?  And if there are any criteria, can 
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you summarize those for us?  


MR. EK:  It's my understanding that's not 


going to happen with this line.  They will not be 


routing lines over homes.  One reason for this is 


that you cannot have a structure within that 


150-foot right-of-way.  So, therefore, there is -- 


it's not possible to route a line over a home 


because you cannot have a structure within that 


right-of-way.  


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  So if your blue line on 


your photo maps go through some yellow or purple 


dots, then is it to be assumed that you condemn that 


property and those houses go away or what -- what 


happens to some of the dozens or hundreds of dots on 


the maps?  


MR. EK:  See, there's that confusion.  


You're talking about the route width.  That's the 


width that's permitted.  Within that 1,000 feet you 


might find a little -- a bunch of dots in there that 


are homes.  But within that 1,000 feet there's only 


a 150-foot route width that would be placed in 


there.  So... 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  So -- 


MR. EK:  So the homes that are included 


in there are not -- that's not part of the 
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right-of-way.  The right-of-way is 150 feet.  That 


would be somewhere within that 1,000-foot width.


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  So you're telling us 


the lines aren't going to go over any homes, 


hospitals or schools?  


MR. EK:  No, they will not.  


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Okay.  I appreciate 


that.  And in your meetings in Marshall and 


New Prague last night, I'm curious if any questions 


or comments came up that either surprised you or 


that you haven't heard before that maybe, with 


respect to routing, we'd want to know about here?  


MR. EK:  To be honest with you, all last 


week, today, last night in New Prague, whatever day 


it is today, Monday night in Henderson, all the 


comments have been very, very similar and very 


consistent.  The -- I guess the ones that rise to 


the top are proximity to homes, electric and 


magnetic fields, stray voltage.  And those are the 


real big three that have been just very consistent 


every meeting that we had -- I can say in every 


meeting that we have had throughout this whole 


scoping meeting process.  


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Two other questions 


just quickly.  Is the CapX project that starts in 
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Brookings and goes to Hampton, is that the CapX 


project in and of itself, or does CapX include from 


Hampton down to La Crosse and then on to Chicago? 


MR. EK:  Yes, this is just one part of 


this -- the whole CapX, this Brookings line.  There 


are three other lines.  There's one Bemidji to 


Grand Rapids that's considered -- what is it called, 


the small CapX or something, but it is part of the 


CapX, I believe.  And then there is a line -- and, 


Craig, you might correct me -- but I believe it goes 


from Alexandria down 94 to St. Cloud.  And then 


there is the one from Hampton, La Crosse and so 


forth.  And all of those -- all of those projects 


are considered in the CapX.  And those -- all of 


those projects are included in that need process we 


were talking about.  So that need process determines 


all of those projects.  Routing is just for this one 


segment of the CapX. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Exactly so.  However, 


need does impact the route, because if there's no 


need, there's no route, et cetera.  


MR. EK:  You are correct. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Sure.  And on that 


particular point, if the routing is stopped and is 


unable to cross the Mississippi down by La Crosse, 
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what part of the route or route to Minnesota gets 


changed or canceled, if any?  If it doesn't cross 


the Mississippi, does the entire Brookings-Hampton 


segment still get built?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, we're -- you know, this -- 


we're talking about the Brookings to Hampton 


project.  That's separate -- that's a separate -- 


that will be a separate routing docket once it -- 


once they apply for it.  So I really couldn't 


comment on it, because we haven't received an 


application for it. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  All right.


MR. EK:  We have no idea where it's 


going.  So that's not something I could comment on 


at all.  Tonight and for these meetings we're just 


specifically talking about the Brookings to Hampton.  


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  Right.  And I 


understand that a certificate of need has not been 


issued for the Lake Marion to Hampton portion; is 


that accurate?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, there -- the ALJ in there 


did question the need in her findings, and that's 


something that will be decided by the PUC next -- 


next Thursday. 


MR. BOB JOHNSON:  All right.  And I had 
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one other question, but I think that already got 


asked and answered.  


So we appreciate your time.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  


If you could state and spell your name. 


MR. FLAHERTY:  Kevin Flaherty, 


F-L-A-H-E-R-T-Y.  


All my questions are around the easement 


or associated with the easement.  And I'm going to 


go back to the first gentleman who came up here and 


his question.  And you had commented how our 


questions are as good as a documented comment to you 


that you're going to reference and so forth.  So 


rather than having the 90 people or so in this room 


all come up and ask the same question, how can we 


reference to the person taking notes that it wasn't 


the question that was asked or questioned by one 


individual with regard to why aren't we using all of 


the existing rights-of-way, why aren't we using all 


the existing corridors for these lines?  


I think you heard by applause that there 


are a lot of people that have that same exact 


question.  So we can either have 150 people come up 


and ask the same question so that she can log that 


or it needs to be noted in some way that that issue 
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is an overwhelming concern by this entire group and 


the entire group is wondering why you wouldn't use 


existing corridors.  And I don't think it actually 


got answered.


MR. EK:  I think you just summed it up 


right there in comments, that the whole group -- you 


know, this isn't -- this process isn't a voting 


process for people to vote.  This is an 


information-gathering process.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  I didn't -- I wasn't 


trying to refer that it was a vote.  What I was 


trying to refer is that there's a large number of 


people that have that same issue and that same 


question and that same concern.  So to have that 


registered, rather than having all of those people 


have to come up one by one and ask the same 


question, and again the question was not answered. 


MR. EK:  And could you just please -- I 


guess I don't understand -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  Why are we not using 


existing corridors and existing easements for the 


power line that is already there?  


MR. EK:  Oh, there's plenty of existing 


corridors and easements that are being used. 


MR. FLAHERTY:  But there's plenty that's 
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not.


MR. EK:  Oh, sure.  Certainly, certainly.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  That's the question.  


That's what the first gentleman asked, and it never 


got answered.  So could that get answered?


MR. EK:  Okay.  And I will have to turn 


it over to Great River Energy because the state 


wasn't part of putting together the whole -- what 


you see up here.  So I'll see if Craig can answer 


that question for you.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Good.  Thank you. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, thanks.  The question 


is why we're not routing more along existing 


rights-of-way or corridors or something like that.  


And I think we tried, to a large extent, to do that.  


For the most part, we tried to follow existing 


roadways and utilize that right-of-way.  The more 


right-of-way that we can utilize, the less that we 


have to impact private land ownership.  If we can 


follow a roadway for the whole project, that would 


cut our number of homes impacted or properties 


impacted in half.  And for the most part we did 


that.  And if we didn't follow roadway, we're doing 


our best to follow quarter section lines or field 


lines and not go cross-country.  And that's all, as 
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well, documented in our application.  


And I think out of a total of 237 miles 


for the preferred route -- and the alternate route I 


think is 250 or 255 -- I think -- on the preferred 


route I think there's about 17 miles.  It comes out 


to be about 5 or 6 percent of that link ends up 


going cross-country, if you will.  So, for the most 


part, I think we did a good job of following 


existing corridors as much as we could.  


But you're right, the easement 


acquisition question, as far as the number of people 


that would be interested in that, in our application 


we list 3,500 people that got our mailings that are 


within that 1,000-foot corridor or route width or 


wider, however wide it might be.  3,500 people.  I 


would go on record as saying that each and every one 


of those 3,500 people is very much interested in 


easement acquisition, whatever route might get 


chosen.  That's certainly significant.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Are there -- were you 


currently -- you commented many times and made it 


very clear that you were taking into account the 


impact on property owners, ag, wildlife management 


areas, so on and so forth.  And in a specific 


example, which also impacts me, when you first come 
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into Dakota County, you go north and you're going 


north along an area which is zoned industrial.  So 


there's very little impact on property values and so 


on and so forth.  Then you come back south to 


eventually go back north.  When you come back south, 


you then take it across a lot of farm and 


agriculture and wildlife areas and residential 


homesteads and so forth, and you make a large 


impact, versus -- as a business person even, I'm 


trying to figure out how this makes any sense -- 


versus continuing to take that down -- or Pillsbury 


where it is zoned for commercial, and then going 


down an existing easement along County Road 70, 


which clearly already has large towers there.  


Why would you go to all of the cost and 


expense, not only what you're going to have to 


reimburse those landowners, but also you're going to 


have to do an awful lot more towers and pillars and 


concrete and so forth?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, I think you're 


probably referring to the alternate route, I think, 


where -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  I'm referring to the 


preferred route.


MR. POORKER:  The preferred route?
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MR. FLAHERTY:  Yes.


MR. POORKER:  And it is industrial where 


we enter Dakota County because that's right where 


I-35 is and --  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Correct.


MR. POORKER:  -- that's of course not a 


residential area.  That is -- for a strip up and 


down I-35 -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  Right.


MR. POORKER:  -- that's generally 


industrial.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  I agree with you.  That's 


what I said.  


MR. POORKER:  Yep, yep.


MR. FLAHERTY:  Why aren't you continuing 


down -- my question is, why don't you continue down 


there where it is industrial, and then go down 70 


where it's already zoned for this?  


MR. POORKER:  To the north --


MR. FLAHERTY:  There's already existing 


lines on -- when you head east, versus coming back 


south along Pillsbury again and then cutting across 


all of these residential, farm, individual 


properties, wildlife areas, why would you do that?  


Not only the impact that you're going to have on 
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that property, but it's going to cost you less.  I 


mean, just a rough guesstimate, it's going to cost 


you 40, 50, 60 more towers than you would need if 


you just continued down what is already zoned for 


this. 


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, there are -- I'm not 


sure where exactly you are.  But let me talk a 


little bit about the preferred route that we take 


going out of Lake Marion.  I think you're referring 


as going north and up to County Road 50 and County 


Road 70.  Is that what you're referring to, up 


through the Farmington area?  


MR. FLAHERTY:  I'm referring to when you 


first come over, you go down to the freeway, as you 


agreed, to your substation.  Then when you come back 


out of the substation, you head back south.  


MR. POORKER:  Right, and then --


MR. FLAHERTY:  And then you cut across to 


go north.


MR. POORKER:  Along County Road 86, I 


believe? 


MR. FLAHERTY:  Correct. 


MR. POORKER:  Right, right.  And 


according to -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  No, it's not County Road 
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86 -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's the alternate 


route.  It comes up this way.  


MR. POORKER:  Show me on the map.


MR. FLAHERTY:  You keep referring to the 


alternate route.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, I got --


MR. FLAHERTY:  I'm referring to the --


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's Dakota 


County.  Where's a map?


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a little 


one. 


MR. POORKER:  Let's just bring this map 


up here.  That's the right one, right?  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Yes.  When you first come 


across and you go up to your substation, then you 


come back south to be able to go back north.  So 


you're impacting all of this here (indicating) 


rather than going up to where there's already 


existing -- this is -- you did this and -- to your 


own comment, you did this because this is zoned 


industrial.  It's easier following the 35 corridor.  


You can continue to do that all the way to 70 where 


it continues to be zoned the same way, and then 


going along 70 where there are already high-line 
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power lines there. 


MR. PORKER:  Okay.


MR. FLAHERTY:  It doesn't seem to make 


even economic sense in any way that you would come 


back south to go north.


MR. POORKER:  All right.  I do see 


there's an existing 69-kV line, there's an existing 


115-kV line.  And I think where we do turn east, 


then south immediately along Pillsbury, I don't know 


if that's zoned commercial, but I do see a lot of 


homes in there already.  There's a housing 


development right there.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  You've already gone by the 


homes.  Now you're coming up to 70.


MR. POORKER:  And if we go north, I do 


see -- I think that blue on there is most likely a 


wet area.  I'm not sure if that's -- that's a pretty 


good-sized wet area that we'd have to cross as well.  


But this -- this is exactly what this meeting is 


about.  Out of 237 miles, I would expect that there 


are going to be some portions where there could be 


possibly a better route.  And that's what these 


meetings are all about, to get something submitted 


to the state, and they will have to look at each and 


every suggested route alternative.  
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MR. FLAHERTY:  Okay.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Ask him if he 


studied that route.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Have you studied that 


route?  


MR. EK:  Here's my suggestion to you, and 


this is the whole gist of having these scoping 


meetings, is -- what I suggest to you, we have at 


the back, we have folks that can print out maps of 


that specific area, and you can suggest the 


alternative you're talking about, about going up -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  Every one of these 


meetings I've been to the people have suggested this 


alternative route.  


MR. EK:  Okay.


MR. FLAHERTY:  We've yet to see it 


discussed.  We've yet to see any one of you say 


you've studied it.


MR. EK:  Because, sir, that's what the 


environmental impact statement is for.  We take the 


comments, we put them into the scoping document, and 


we study them in the EIS.  Once that comes out, 


that's when you get to see what we've studied.  


Right now, of course, we can't right on the spot 


answer that question.  That's why we're looking for 
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the alternatives and the comments from the folks so 


we can include that in our environmental impact 


statement and study -- study the impacts and compare 


them to what the Applicant has proposed.  And maybe 


that alternative that you're talking about and has 


been suggested comes out to be a favorable 


alternative.  That would be -- that would be vetted 


in the environmental impact statement.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Okay.  And to clarify for 


the other gentleman, there is no large water area he 


has to go over.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir. 


MR. FLAHERTY:  I have other questions 


about your easements.  Where your 150-foot easement 


starts -- I'm asking this question as someone -- 


this is going to be my fourth easement, okay, in 


less than two years.  So what I'm wondering is, your 


150-foot easement, I just had an easement go through 


for a sewer line.  Does your 150-foot outer reach of 


that easement start at the outside of the easement 


for the sewer line?  So there's the road easement.  


There's the sewer line easement.  Then does yours 


start after that?  So every one of these damn 


easements is getting closer to my bedroom. 


MR. EK:  Those are easement negotiations, 
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which are -- 


MR. FLAHERTY:  So that's what I'm 


wondering. 


MR. EK:  -- handled by the Applicant 


versus the State. 


MR. POORKER:  Any -- any easement that we 


have that encroaches on another facility, whether 


it's a roadway, a sewer line, or something like 


that, a lot of times we can overlap those easements.  


With a sewer line, I don't see why not.  But that's 


something that we'd have to negotiate with probably 


Met Council, I would guess.  It's probably their 


sewer line.  But then again, I mean, those are 


routing issues.  If it's getting congested in there, 


maybe we need to look at the other side of the road. 


MR. FLAHERTY:  You spoke earlier that you 


have a lot of experience at these issues.  Now, if 


you're talking about a sewer line and they're very 


concerned about any breaks or any tears or any kind 


of leakage in those particular sewer lines, are they 


going to allow you to drill concrete, the size of 


concrete that you had explained earlier, in the 


easement for that sewer line?  


MR. POORKER:  The Met Council, or whoever 


owns that sewer line, will have stipulations on how 
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close we can be.  And of course a lot of that's 


going to be access, that they have to access it 


somehow.  A lot of that has to do with soil 


conditions.  If it's a real soft soil that may 


collapse, they're going to want us to be further 


away.  I have no idea what the soil is like out 


there.  I would have no idea what (sic) the Met 


Council would be.  Pure conjecture at this point 


where the route is going to be.  We don't know that 


it's going to go right next to your road or your 


sewer line or the other side of the road. 


MR. FLAHERTY:  I know, but I do know 


that.  The other question I would have for you is 


that when you did your -- when you did your site 


surveys and you did your studies to determine your 


routing, was that -- at that particular time, 


because this seems kind of new to you guys from a 


reference standpoint that we're talking about, had 


you taken into consideration this sewer line coming 


through, the amount of space that it was taking and 


the impact on property owners already?  And then now 


you were going to take another 150 feet from that 


easement?  And therefore -- as an example, the 


comment you made earlier, you're not going to allow 


this to go within 150 feet of any residence.  I 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


55


think that if I talk about 150-foot easement puts 


you in the middle.  Now I go 150 feet from that 


easement, I think you'll be in the middle of my 


home.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  And --


MR. FLAHERTY:  So the previous gentleman 


that came up here and asked about are you going -- 


are you going to condemn any homes or take any out, 


I think that's a good question.


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  The question is will 


we displace anybody, move anybody from their homes.  


And that is an issue that all the projects -- all 


the CapX projects talked about amongst their project 


managers, and their decision was to not displace 


anybody.  We're not going to go over anybody's house 


with a transmission line.  So there will no homes 


within that 150-foot right-of-way.  So that's -- 


that's something that we looked at in the routing 


issue.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  All right.  Had you taken 


into consideration the sewer line already coming 


through and having to be outside the easement of 


that?  


MR. EK:  Yeah, I just -- I just wanted to 


let you know, we received a letter early on from Met 
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Council about this interceptor and so forth and 


their concern about it.  And as this process moves 


on, when we start this environmental impact 


statement, we will be meeting with them because they 


will provide us with information on how that 


proposed route in that specific area would or would 


not impact their plans for that sewer interceptor.  


So we do have a letter from them, and we will be in 


contact and will be working with them throughout 


this process.  


MR. FLAHERTY:  Okay.  Last comment.  I, 


for one, take offense to any reference that property 


owners in this room should have their property 


devastated, their property taken from them, no 


longer be able to use it, have the aesthetics 


totally, completely ruined because it creates a 


couple of jobs.  There's other ways to do that.  


MR. EK:  And I wholeheartedly agree with 


you, and that's something that we look at 


specifically.  Thank you, sir. 


MR. ZINIEL:  Nick Ziniel, Z-I-N-I-E-L.  I 


have just a couple of quick questions.  


In regards -- I don't want to offend 


anybody that's close to me on the other side of 35W.  


I talked to a lady back there earlier.  And I'm 
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looking at the map here from around 300th Street 


west up to about 250th, 260th, you're running that 


line on the east side of 35.  Just a quick question.  


Is it easier to purchase land from homeowners and 


more difficult from MnDOT?  Because my question 


is -- I see can you cross over 35 -- I'm not close 


enough?  


MR. EK:  No, I was going to look at what 


you said. 


MR. ZINIEL:  My concern is I'd like this 


put into the record to be looked at.  I live kind of 


on the back side of this area here (indicating), 


which is a trucking stop over a rest stop.  And as 


you can see, if you put that line on the west side 


of 35, you're going to impact virtually no homes for 


at least a mile.  On the east side of 35, I know my 


neighbor up the hill -- you're talking about, you 


know, not destructing any homes.  I know that couple 


are going to be 75 feet from this power line.  We 


got a notification on that.  And I'd like that to be 


looked at, but I'm wondering, is it tougher to buy 


the land from MnDOT?  Because that is all MnDOT land 


over there.  Why would we not run it across there 


instead of impacting all these residents on this 


side?
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MR. EK:  When you say tougher to buy the 


land, tougher for who to buy the land?


MR. ZINIEL:  Well, would you have to pay 


more money for MnDOT than you would for us?  I mean, 


you're dealing with state land compared to 


residential.


MR. EK:  Who -- but, I mean, who would be 


buying -- who are you talking about buying the land?


MR. ZINIEL:  The power company, I mean.


MR. EK:  Oh, the power company.  Okay.


MR. ZINIEL:  Why -- I see this, there's 


hardly any homes here.  And again, I don't want to 


offend anybody on the west side of 35 at all.  I'm 


looking at this and I just kind of -- you know, 


after researching this, going there would not be a 


home within a thousand feet over here (indicating).  


On the east side you're going to be affecting about 


eight residents, and then one of the residents is 


going to be 75 feet from that power line.  And 


that's just a question I would like documented and 


have you guys look at that line.


MR. EK:  Okay.  Exactly.  And you have -- 


you bring up a good point.  And this is something 


important that folks can do and that I've been 


trying to mention, is printing out maps like this.  
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And what you can do is, as a suggestion, is simply 


draw a line on this side.  


MR. ZINIEL:  I did that already, left it 


with the -- 


MR. EK:  Okay.  Great.  And that's 


submitted as a comment.  We'll consider that as an 


alternative.  And yes, we will take a look at that 


in the EIS and find out if that's feasible.  


MR. ZINIEL:  Okay.


MR. EK:  Find out what the potential 


impacts are on that side versus the other side and 


compare it to all the other alternatives.  So, yeah, 


it's -- 


MR. ZINIEL:  I'd like that for the 


record.  And I'd also, you know, for the record 


this -- I don't want the alternate, and I don't want 


the preferred either.  


Are your companies not looking at wind 


energy?  You know, 2007 you put this stuff in.  It's 


2010.  It's not going to be implemented until 2013.  


You know, we're changing.  You know, do we have to 


put this line in?  Are we looking at wind energy?  


Can you eliminate upsetting all these people, 


putting these lines through?  Can we look at 


alternative energy?  There's a lot of people doing 
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that, so I'm wondering, are you researching that?  


From when you implemented this in '07 until you 


start construction in '13, a lot of things are going 


to change.


MR. EK:  Actually, a component of this 


line is to get the wind energy and wind farms that 


are -- that are growing and being built in Buffalo 


Ridge, southwest Minnesota, and it's to get the 


energy from those wind farms onto a transmission 


highway to these demand centers.  And so that's what 


this -- that's part of this line, is to get that 


wind energy, because that resource in southwest 


Minnesota is one of the best in the country.  And so 


that is a big component of this line, is to get that 


wind energy to the demand centers across Minnesota.  


MR. ZINIEL:  One other question I have, 


too, is, you know, I've talked to several people 


about the impact of the stray voltage, the health 


impact.  I know there's several homes, one my 


neighbor alone, is going to be within 75 feet of the 


easement.  Can you -- do you guys have anybody 


that's done research on this on the impact?  Because 


there is impact.  I won't stand here and have you 


guys tell me there's not.  It's been proven.  Why do 


you not have someone here that can say, well, your 
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resident can be within a thousand feet, you will not 


be impacted.  I've not talked to anybody yet, even 


on the phone, with you folks that can give anybody 


these answers.  Because if you are within 500 feet, 


what is the impact going to be?  


And I don't know if that's a question 


anybody else wants to ask, but I'm concerned about 


my kids.  You know, I'm going to be within 500 feet 


of this, which will probably go in, you're not going 


to do a whole lot for me.  I want to know what is 


that impact going to be long term on my children and 


the people that buy my house 10, 15 years down the 


line, if they buy it. 


MR. EK:  Sure.  And I'm certainly not 


going to dissuade your opinion with what I'm going 


to say.  We've studied EMF, electric and magnetic 


fields, in past projects, past 345 projects, 115 


projects.  We studied the literature.  They've been 


studying this for the past 30 years.  There is no -- 


they have not defined a causal link between 


transmission -- 


MR. ZINIEL:  How about stray voltage?  


MR. EK:  Stray voltage is an issue.


MR. ZINIEL:  I lost my dairy herd 


30 years ago down in Iowa due to stray voltage.
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MR. EK:  Stray voltage can be an issue, 


but let me get back to the EMF.  They have not found 


a causal link.  However, they have not determined 


that there is no link.  The studies I've read and 


we've put into our documents have said the risk is 


very small.  However -- 


MR. ZINIEL:  But there is risk, right?  


MR. EK:  Right.


MR. ZINIEL:  Okay.


MR. EK:  And what I should say that what 


that does, that means that we should continue 


studying the subject.  And this is a great 


opportunity, because EIS's don't come along too 


often.  This is a great opportunity for us, for me, 


to take a stronger look at that subject again, 


update the data, and really take a stronger look at 


the new information that's come out on that subject.  


You know, sometimes people are looking back at 


information that's been done 30 years ago.  Well, 


now we can start looking at information that's been 


put out two years ago, you know, one year ago.  


Maybe that information will shed some more light on 


that subject.  So, yes, we continue to -- we 


continue to study that.  And as I said, that's one 


of the top three subjects that have come up in all 
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of these meetings.  And I'm aware it's very 


important to people.  


And stray voltage.  It's not going to 


happen, you know, everywhere across the line.  


However, there will be instances where it will 


happen.  And it comes -- it comes down to a matter 


of grounding, proper grounding.  I don't know --


Mr. ZINIEL:  I understand stray voltage.  


Like I said, I went through it 30 years ago --


MR. EK:  Sure.


MR. ZINIEL:  -- with a dairy herd.  So 


that's why my question was to you.  You come here, 


you know, you want to give us information.  It would 


be nice to have better information on the medical 


background and the problems that you have with stray 


voltage and living within a parameter of a 


345-K-volt system, because there are issues.  You 


even said they're minimal, so there are issues.  We 


need to know that as far as our families.


MR. EK:  Yeah.  We do have a WHO fact 


sheet that's been out there, and a lot of the 


websites you go to will reference that WHO fact 


sheet on EMF.  We don't have a stray voltage one out 


there, but at the same time this isn't -- these 


meetings aren't the time to -- you know, we try to 
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answer the questions the best we can, but we're 


looking more to gather the information so we can 


answer those questions in the environmental impact 


statement.  I'm doing my best to -- you know, to 


answer what we've done in the past, what 


we know now.  But all that information will be 


vetted with the comments we receive from you and 


what you'd like us to study and will be included in 


the environmental impact statement.  


MR. ZINIEL:  All right.


MR. EK:  And for stray voltage, I just 


wanted to add, it's boilerplate in a permit, where 


the Applicant -- if you find -- if you find that you 


do have a stray voltage problem, the Applicant is 


required -- we put it in the permit, the Applicant's 


required to come out and resolve that problem for 


you.  So -- and that is a permit condition.


MR. ZINIEL:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Yes.  


MR. REID JOHNSON:  Hi, my name is Reid 


Johnson, R-E-I-D, Johnson.  I live in New Market 


Township.  


Scott, my comment is just very specific, 


because you're asking for comment on alternates.  


We -- our family moved from the suburbs of the Twin 
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Cities out to Scott County because it was rural and 


it was beautiful and the views and vistas were 


terrific.  And so I want to echo the comments of a 


couple of my colleagues that have been let's try as 


much as possible to keep the routes along existing 


easements as possible.  


It just -- I'm specifically objecting to 


the eastern part of the route, the preferred route 


that goes north in New Market.  It comes along 


County Road 2, and then it jags north and goes 


away -- or goes east.  One of the things that I'm 


uncomfortable in a public hearing like this, if you 


can believe what Attorney Krass says, and I believe 


him because I used to work with him, is that this 


is -- this is done.  The decision about whether or 


not there's going to be a line is over with.  


So what we're really discussing here is 


which of these routes is the preferred route or 


better or are there some different ideas.  And in 


that respect, I'm uncomfortable taking a position 


against a neighbor.  But since I have to be selfish 


in a situation like this, I ask the question, why 


can't the preferred route coming along County Road 2 


continue along County Road 2 until it gets to the 


freeway?  I know that that probably affects more 
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people in the town of New Market; but by the same 


token, that area is under construction right now, 


the roadway is being built, the easement is huge.  


There's also the issue of the racetrack 


that's there.  And it just would make more sense, 


fellas, from my perspective not to take the route up 


north and through pristine fields where there is -- 


you'd have to create an easement and you would have 


to affect all of the homeowners who are along there, 


such as myself.  


It just would make more sense to go 


continually along County Road 2.  It's an existing 


easement area, it's an area that's under 


construction.  The folks who live in that town area, 


I don't know all of their houses and views, but from 


what I can see driving through the area, basically 


what you see is your next-door neighbor.  For those 


of us who live in the north part, we all enjoy the 


prairie and the vista that's there.  


And the last thing is, just on that 


specific part of the route, it would avoid going 


through the children's camp for disabled riders 


that's along that route, which is also something I 


would like to see taken into consideration.  So 


that's the specific comment I have.  
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MR. EK:  Thank you.  And I just want to 


let you know, you did a good job in describing it.  


So if you want to go ahead and submit a comment by 


paper, I encourage you still, but you did a 


sufficient job in describing that alternative and 


we'll have it on transcript, so... 


MR. REID JOHNSON:  Great.  Thanks. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MR. SULLIVAN:  Ralph Sullivan.  I echo 


what the person ahead of me said.  It should be 


going to the current right-of-ways.  Take out the 


power line that's there and put this one in.  But 


why is this plant in Brookings and not in 


North Dakota?  How many millions and tons of carbon 


dioxide is there?  From what I understand, it would 


be the equivalent of about a million cars on the 


road.  And you could take that carbon dioxide in 


North Dakota and put it down into the ground and use 


it to pump up oil.  And that's the most current 


technology for coal plants.  There's just a new 


plant built in Germany, and the carbon dioxide does 


not go up into the air.  It should go -- utilized in 


North Dakota.  I know why the plant is being built 


in South Dakota.  They don't have income tax.  They 


get a big real estate tax out of this, and we'll be 
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paying for that juice that way.  


Another matter is with the current market 


environment, we should be getting the equivalent of 


what our neighbor gets for microwave tower, a 


monthly check for that obstacle and that structure 


put on your property.  It should be a monthly check.  


And it should be ten times more than what the 


neighbor's getting for a microwave tower.  


This is 43 percent owned by Xcel.  Well, 


the crack management there bought a big gas plant 


and ventures, and they pretty much ran it into 


bankruptcy five or six years ago, wrote it off, took 


a loss.  And if it's this type of management running 


this plan, well, expect the worst.  


You've got the Ford plant in St. Paul.  


We won't be making trucks there anymore.  I don't 


know what's going to happen to that.  We had a power 


plant in St. Paul that was coal, and a lot of money 


was spent to convert it to 30 percent natural gas 


and 50 percent waste, and we're getting good 


electricity out of it.  There should be a lot of 


alternative explored.  


And to take the best land that you have 


on your farm, your property, and that's what they 


pay you for -- well, they don't pay you for it.  
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They take it.  You get nothing.  Then 10, 20 years 


down the road they'll want to put another easement 


over it.  I've been through that already too.  You 


can't stop it.  But the plant belongs -- if it's 


really needed, it belongs up in North Dakota, and 


you will utilize all the energy from the coal and 


you pump it into the ground and you push up oil.  


They do it in Texas with the carbon dioxide to get 


oil out of the wells.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, 


sir.  


MS. SHEEN:  My name is Heidi Sheen.  And 


that's H-E-I-D-I, S-H-E-E-N.  And I would like 


everybody to take out this sheet right here 


(indicating) that he referenced, Brad referenced, 


the WHO. 


MR. EK:  Scott. 


MS. SHEEN:  Scott, sorry.  And he's 


talk -- I'd like you to turn to the back page.  


Okay?  And the main question is -- on this 


particular paper, is does this transmission line -- 


would it increase children's exposure to the 


transmission lines, would it cause leukemia in 


children?  And I think that's really an important 


question.  And if you go through and you read the 
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third paragraph and the fourth paragraph, it raises 


a lot more questions than it answers.  And I was 


chatting with a couple ladies here, and they say 


that the research shows both ways.  Research can 


show that it doesn't increase leukemia in children.  


Research has shown that it does increase.  


And if you go further down, it's not just 


looking at leukemia in children, it's looking at 


other causes of cancer.  And that's really 


important, okay, because they do have a choice here.  


They don't have to go in and put these lines in 


communities where children are living.  They have a 


choice.  They can already take existing routes that 


are there.  And every time we ask this question, why 


don't you use your common sense and use what already 


exists, the answers keep coming back, well, you 


know, the need has already been assessed and 


determined.  Well, I wasn't invited to that meeting.  


Were you?  And all this will be taken into the 


environmental impact.  Will we even know about that 


meeting?  


And the reason I ask that is because, if 


you look at what the World Health Organization says 


in the paper provided by your own group here, it 


says that, you know, the data is not clear.  And 
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because it's not clear, it says that member states 


are encouraged to establish effective and open 


communication programs with all stakeholders to 


enable informed decision making.  Well, we're all 


stakeholders in this, and how many people here got a 


letter in the mail inviting us even to this meeting?  


People who this thing is going to go through -- I 


chatted with two ladies in the audience, and this 


could go through their yard.  They were never given 


a letter by Craig.  Even though Craig said he 


promised he sent one, they didn't get one.  They 


were not given a letter.  And the only reason that 


they knew about this is one person saw the ad in the 


paper and another person had someone knock on their 


door and tell them about this meeting.  


So according to the World Health 


Organization, all stakeholders involved should be 


invited to the table.  And if you keep reading what 


that says, it says, these may include improving 


condition -- coordination and consultation among 


industry, local government and citizens in the 


planning process for ELF, EMF and many facilities.  


Now, just think of all the people -- you 


know, you said 250 miles.  This line could be pretty 


large.  Think of all the people that are not here 
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today, that weren't invited here today, that this is 


going to affect.  


April 30th, according to the gentleman 


outside, is when they close our opportunity to turn 


in to -- to turn in our comment sheets.  Okay?  


April 30th.  I just found out about this meeting 


randomly because I happened to go to Perkins last 


Saturday when we were trying to get a bicycle ride 


through Lakeville.  And had I not been there and 


someone hadn't seen the ad in the paper, I wouldn't 


have known about this meeting.  Well, that really 


concerns me because I'm a schoolteacher here in 


Lakeville and I don't want children having these 


lines put in their back yards or their front yards 


with the potential of getting leukemia or other 


cancers.  And I think that, you know, the least 


Craig could do would be to make all stakeholders 


aware of this issue.  I think that's critically 


important. 


The other thing is that we're really 


looking at difficult economic times here.  Lots of 


foreclosures, lots of homes being sold.  And when 


these lines are put in your back yard or your front 


yard, when somebody comes to your home, they're not 


going to look at how big is your kitchen or if you 
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have a two-car garage to decide if they want to buy 


the home.  They're going to say what's that 


transmission line doing in your backyard or, worse 


yet, your front yard, and they're not going to buy 


your home.  So when you talk about, you know, fair 


assessment of your land and getting paid for these 


easements and everything like that, that's before 


the fact.  After the fact, who wants to buy your 


land?  You know, that has a really long-term impact 


on the community.  


Now, I referenced that we tried to get a 


bicycle ride here in Lakeville.  We had to go to the 


city government and ask permission.  Private 


companies, as the gentleman said, Mr. Krass, don't 


have to ask for permission because it's a private 


company.  They're given special rights, and they 


shouldn't be given those special rights.  


So my question to Scott is, I think we 


need to extend the time that people can submit 


comments, because I don't think this has been a very 


public process.  And I'm going to ask that you 


extend it a month.  Instead of April 30th, the 


comments can go in through May, the end of May.  And 


that we have a chance for the community, whom this 


is going to impact, have a chance to come forward 
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and really make a comment on how they really feel 


about this, that they have a chance to respond.  All 


right?  


The meetings for need have gone on for 


what, two or three years?  And now it's a done deal 


next Wednesday.  We don't have any say that there is 


a need or there isn't a need.  These meetings have 


the false impression of appearing very public, but 


they haven't been public.  If they had been public, 


you would have run the ad in the paper inviting 


everyone to come instead of another organization.  


The other thing that I think is really 


important is, okay, this is -- this is a public 


meeting comment form.  Okay?  It's a chance for 


people to really say what they think.  You know, 


whenever you're trying to make change in something, 


you don't just let people send in random comments.  


You go out and you directly ask the community.  You 


take a poll.  You have a website, you let people log 


on and sign their names and you ask them like ten 


questions:  Do you think this is a good route; do 


you think this should go right through our 


residential neighborhoods?  That's the way you 


gather information.  This is not the way you gather 


information.  You don't invite people to the table.  
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You don't give them a chance to really express 


themselves.  When they do express themselves and 


they ask questions, Craig doesn't really answer 


them.  


I mean, this is not the way you take 


data-gathering information.  I was a research -- I 


was a graduate student at the University of 


Minnesota and had training in how you do research 


and take in data and information.  And certainly, 


you know, anyone who does anything in research knows 


this is not the way you gather information; that you 


take a small, itty-bitty pocket of the population 


who just happened to hear about this meeting and ask 


them to feed comments.  


Okay.  So I'm going to do an opinion poll 


here.  How many people got a letter in the mail from 


Craig's company?  Raise your hand and look around 


the room.  Okay.  How many people didn't get a 


letter in the mail?  Okay.  Right there I'm seeing, 


what, 50-50?  Okay.  That makes your data false, 


okay, because that means that the stakeholders are 


not at this meeting today.  Okay?  And you know that 


that makes your research invalid.  Okay?  That's a 


really important point to be made.  


The other thing is that we keep talking 
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about, well, the need has been assessed and so 


that's a done deal, and then that anything happens 


furthermore is going to happen related to -- let me 


grab the paper here because I want to have you look 


at their own papers that they've used here -- the 


environmental impact statement.  Okay?  Now, let's 


take a look at what this environmental statement -- 


impact statement is going to look at and, more 


important, what it's not going to look at.  Okay?  


Look down at safety and health.  Safety and health 


during construction and operation, electric and 


magnetic fields.  It's not saying about -- anything 


about the long-term impact on health.  It's looking 


at during the time when they stick the transmission 


lines in your backyard, what happens then, but it's 


not looking at the long-term impact.  So they're not 


held accountable for that.  


Let's look at the noise.  Noise during 


construction and operation, noise-sensitive areas.  


Okay?  Well, when those lines get wet or there's ice 


on them, they buzz.  Okay?  Maybe you're aware of 


that, maybe you're not.  But they buzz and it's very 


loud.  That's not being assessed here under human 


settlements.  All right?


So the community is not having any impact 
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on what this environmental impact statement is going 


to look at.  It's going to look at the issues they 


want us to look at, not the issues we want to look 


at.  And we don't have the money to organize 


something like this so that we can come up with our 


own project to counteract what they say.  All right?  


So I think that, you know, this is -- this is really 


important.  


And I want to leave one point here, and 


that is that everybody here's made really 


commonsense comments, and these comments have been 


made again and again and again.  But at the end of 


the day, they don't have to listen to one comment.  


These decisions have been made.  And this is very 


similar to what's happening in third-world 


countries.  When they put in a dam, all right, they 


go in and they promise they're going to do 


something.  In that case they promise they're going 


to give electricity and they're going to give fresh 


water, and then they never have to.  


In this case they're promising they're 


going to bring energy to different communities.  Is 


that really what they have to do?  Are they really 


going to do that?  We're paying taxes for these 


easements.  We're paying for that land.  They're 
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getting all of this right-of-way.  They're getting 


all the advantages.  The community's getting all of 


the disadvantages.  And that doesn't seem to be a 


fair equation by any standard.  So what are we 


getting back?  


The other thing is that they're using 


dirty coal.  You know, right now they're talking 


about solar and -- or they're talking about wind 


energy in this particular case, but they're not 


promising to invest any of this profit into those 


types of clean energies.  This is pure profit on 


their part for dirty coal.  


And it seems like this whole process 


seems not very transparent to the community.  So my 


first request, again, is that you extend 30 days -- 


at least 30 days the opportunity for people to make 


comments.  And the second request is that on your 


website you take a different approach than just 


putting in comments, that you actually do a poll and 


you ask people what they really think.  The third 


thing is that you go into those communities in which 


this is going to affect, those counties, those city 


governments, and you talk with those governments and 


let them bring their people together and comment on 


this, not behind closed doors in a small, you know, 
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room in a hotel somewhere where most people don't 


know about it, but so that all of the residents in 


those communities get to hear about this and get to 


have their say.  


And I'm sure -- just as these comments 


keep coming over and over again, use common sense, 


use easements that already exist, use the roadways 


and the freeways that already exist, I'm sure you'd 


hear that but on a massive scale, on such a massive 


scale that it would be next to impossible to ignore.  


MR. EK:  Well, all I can say to that is 


we'll take your comments into consideration.  


However, this -- because some of it was a little far 


off.  This scoping meeting is precisely to get the 


public's opinion on the project itself.  And we 


leave that -- that open, that public forum open so 


we can get comments that we don't know about, some 


things that we miss.  


If we sit there -- if we put a form and 


dictate what we want people to put down on a form, I 


think that would be less fair.  I would rather have 


an open form where people can fill in exactly how 


they feel, exactly how they feel about the project, 


exactly about the particular impacts in their 


neighborhood, on their street, in their back yard.  
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So this -- this is -- this is the process of 


transmission line routing.  And, unfortunately, if 


you don't -- if you disagree with it, I'm sorry, but 


this is how it works.  It's worked in the past.  We 


do take all these comments.  They all come across my 


desk.  They come to my e-mail.  I read all of them.  


I've had a woman here today that I actually 


recognized her comment that she had sent me.  I read 


it already.  She had come here today to comment.  I 


read all the comments.  They're all included, 


they're all important, just as important as the 


next.  So it's a little disingenuous to say that 


this process and any comments that are submitted are 


not thought about by my office, the State of 


Minnesota, and so on and so forth.  


So please don't let that discourage you 


on submitting comments, because I find it very 


important when it comes to this EIS and putting it 


together.  And to answer your question, you will be 


able to view the EIS.  That's the whole -- that's 


the whole point of having it, so the public can take 


a look and make sure we've looked at the impacts 


that this proposal, this project, this route may 


have on you, your family, your health, the 


communities, the cities.  
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We work with all the state agencies.  


They're required to work with us.  We work with the 


local governments.  We have two ATFs being set up to 


help us and assist us with the finer details of some 


of these areas.  


So all I can say is we're doing our best 


to vet the information that's been supplied by the 


Applicants in their application, to ensure you, the 


public, are receiving the best information when that 


environmental impact statement comes out.  


So thank you for your comments.  


Please.  


MS. ZUREK:  I'm Kathy Zurek, K-A-T-H-Y, 


Z-U-R-E-K.  I basically want to just go over the 


comments of the using the right-of-ways that are 


already there.  I got the letter in the mail about 


the meetings and the utility lines going in, and 


there was a little e-mail address, if you have any 


questions, feel free to send an e-mail.  And I did.  


I don't remember the person's name.  He was very 


quick in responding.  My question was why can't you 


use the right-of-ways and the lines that are already 


going down County Road 70 that was brought up 


earlier?  And his comment was it's not feasible.  


Feasible is not an answer to me.  I want -- I want a 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


82


reason, not not feasible, and no one has been able 


to give that to us.  


MR. EK:  I can answer that question.  And 


you shouldn't have received that e-mail because 


that's already been put on record a couple times 


now, the route you're talking about, and it will be 


considered as an alternative.  So we will be looking 


at it.  So I'm sorry you received that e-mail.  I 


don't know who you received it from.  


MS. ZUREK:  I would like to say I could 


get you the e-mail; but I had a problem with the 


computer, and I may have lost it.  So -- but I did 


respond back to him, and I asked him the same 


question; and he was smart enough this time just not 


to reply back, which didn't make it any better, but 


I guess he didn't dig his hole any deeper.


MR. EK:  You know, there -- I know the 


route you're talking about, and maybe the 


feasibility issues that may have been referenced 


were the issues with the airport.  However, I know 


earlier this week people in my office have met with 


MnDOT and FAA.  I don't know what the outcome of the 


meetings were because I've been so involved with -- 


I haven't been to the office.  But I do know that 


route is -- has been mentioned more than once now as 
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an alternative to look at.  We've talked about it in 


our office.  And so it will be looked, just to let 


you know.  


MS. ZUREK:  Okay.  Thank you.


MR. HELMBERGER:  Good evening.  My name 


is Joel Helmberger, H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R, from 


New Market Township.  I've got a few comments to 


make here.  


First of all, I've been told that the 


routing priorities for this line were, first of all, 


to avoid houses and to avoid households; second of 


all, to use existing right-of-ways.  


This line enters New Market Township at 


Highway 2, immediately goes one mile cross country, 


uses one-half mile of existing right-of-way, and 


then goes another six miles cross country till it 


gets to the Lake Marion substation.  So much for 


priorities.  


I guess I'm going to talk about the north 


and south route, because to say the preferred route 


would indicate there's something good about it.  I'm 


here to say and, for the record, that I want the 


south route; and there's a variety of reasons that 


were articulated pretty well by the Scott County 


planner.  
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And in addition to that, I believe the 


Lake Marion substation should be moved south to line 


up with the alter -- alternate or south route.  And 


there's a couple of reasons for that.  Right now, 


that substation uses about an acre and a half of 


land for its transformers.  They plan to acquire 


another 15 acres at that site to expand that.  I'm 


told by Craig that actually they would only expand 


it to five acres inside the fence.  That's still 


more than three times what they're using right now.  


If they make that into a megasubstation, it's going 


to be calling every little distribution and 


transmission line project that comes across the 


south end of town and we'll all be attending these 


meetings for years.  So we need to get on the 


bandwagon to get that moved south.  


If they move that south, they could run 


south across -- across Dakota County, well out of 


the Eureka Township area, where there's much less 


houses.  It just makes a lot of sense all the way 


around.  


Let's see here.  Then I guess my next 


comment is that I'm newly elected to the New Market 


Township Board.  We made a resolution last night 


that we're -- that we're against this power line in 
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New Market Township for some of the reasons that 


I've articulated.  While I don't like trying to push 


it onto a neighboring county, the property values 


across that county are much lower than they are in 


Scott County where they want to run with that line.  


Also, the long-term comprehensive plan 


for that county is agricultural, 1 in 40, whereas 


where they're crossing in Scott County is it's 1 in 


8 and part of it is 1 in 2 1/2, low-density 


residential all the way through.  And that's what 


the comprehensive plan calls for in the future.  


A gentleman up earlier talked about what 


he feels about the quality of management with Xcel 


Energy.  It's kind of interesting.  And if you look 


at the business section of today's paper, they 


revealed a million dollar compensation package for 


the CEO, and you got to kind of wonder how much 


budgets and incentives and bonuses tie into the 


route plan. 


I guess one other thing that I'd say is 


when people brought this up earlier, they want to 


talk about the wind energy and they want to talk 


about bringing power to the Twin Cities.  They don't 


want to talk about where it's going to go east of 


here, and they don't want to talk about where 
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80 percent of the power is going to come from the 


west end.  And I got to believe it's the Big Stone 


power plant.  


I guess that's it. 


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments, and 


also thank you for submitting those alternatives 


that you suggested, now that we have them on the 


record.  Thank you. 


MR. HELMBERGER:  Can I say one more 


thing?  Just quickly.  They don't want to talk about 


that Big Stone power project.  It's been pretty 


controversial lately.  They've gotten some bad 


publicity on it.  And I guess my feeling is what 


they don't want to talk about is stuff that they 


feel they need more bad publicity on about as bad as 


General Custer needed another Sitting Bull.  


Thank you.  


MS. TOPP:  Scott, that is a formal 


submission of my comments.  My name is Beverly Topp.  


I'm a resident of Eureka Township.  


I'm the chair of the Citizens Energy Task 


Force.  That is a group that was formed to represent 


citizens in the certificate of need process.  We did 


that.  We hired an attorney.  You can find out more 


about that by going to CETF, as in Frank, dot, US, 
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and you'll find lots of information there.  


I've got a number of things to comment 


that have been talked about tonight, to comment on.  


One, we're talking about County Road 70 and that 


this meeting is to gather information and get 


suggestions from citizens, and Craig also reiterated 


that.  But I'd like to point out that several months 


ago -- six months, maybe longer -- before the 


application was given to the PUC, the Township of 


Eureka submitted a formal resolution asking CapX to 


consider the route 70 through the industrial park.  


They did not.  I talked to Craig on the phone.  His 


answer to me was, no, we're not going to do that, 


we're going to let the citizens do that.  


Now, the reason that bothered me so much 


is that already because of exceptions that CapX got 


for this whole certificate of need process, we had 


to form as citizens without deep pockets, without 


the money, but we had to come up with it to 


represent some of the facts that really needed to 


come out in this process, that we need -- that we 


knew needed to come out were being exempted by the 


utilities for having to submit.  


I'd also like to call your attention 


regarding eminent domain.  That is really true about 
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that law, that our bill didn't make it through the 


committees.  However, it is being, as I said -- 


And I'm the person, if you want to write 


that down in your record, who said it is being 


suggested as an amendment to the omnibus energy bill 


at the Capitol.  


So don't wait to contact your 


representatives.  Do that now.  


I would like to draw your attention to a 


case in Farmington -- Empire, actually, in 2007.  


There was an article in the Farmington Independent, 


I believe in December of 2007, if you want to look 


it up.  And it was about the eminent domain process 


by Great River Energy, who will be coordinating 


what's happening on your land.  And they offered two 


citizens along that way $14,600 for their easements 


for their homes.  This is, I believe, in more of a 


residential area.  Some of them just took it.  But a 


few were really upset about that offer, so they 


hired an attorney.  They did have to pay the 


attorney's fees because of the exemptions in the 


law.  But this attorney came in, and here are the 


facts that they presented that got them a $55,000 


settlement, not 14,6, but 55,000:  


One, the reduction in the property value 
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done by an assessor actually showed that having the 


lines in their front yard was going to reduce their 


property value by 10 percent.  Two, FHA does no 


loans on property that has large high-voltage 


transmission lines.  So if they go to sell, they've 


already cut out a significant portion of their 


market.  Three, people with pacemakers don't buy 


houses by these large transmission lines and, in 


fact, the manufacturers recommend that they don't 


because they interfere.  So there's another piece of 


the market that you've just lost.  So familiarize 


yourself with that case.  


Regarding the health issues, the World 


Health Organization, that's good.  Our group also 


submitted in the environmental review for the 


certificate of need process a number of studies that 


were done on health issues.  And another one that 


came out was that women have a larger tendency to 


have miscarriages when they live near these 


high-voltage transmission lines.  So you might want 


to check into that.  This reminds me of the debate 


on cigarettes.  Remember when they were safe?  I 


think we're all going to find out on EMF that 


there's a lot more information coming.  


Some of the citizens in our township have 
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reviewed the route sections and detailed maps 


provided by CapX and found them to be inaccurate and 


not updated for recent development.  So take a good 


look at your section.  They actually hired a company 


to get this data, and there was no scoring or 


ranking of attributes to select the route, so the 


consistency is questionable.  


This just touches the surface of what 


points to a questionable process in determining 


routes.  When an OES person was asked what they have 


done to protect the public interest in route 


development, they replied that they just took this 


data supplied to them by CapX, they just accepted 


it.  And I understand them to be an agency that's 


there to protect the public interest, so my question 


is, why aren't they, at a minimum, reviewing in 


detail the data set to be sure that the GIS is 


available, that it's being used, but is the latest 


technology being used?  


And the information -- in reviewing the 


rules that were set forth to follow for developing 


routes, they should have been checking those to make 


sure that the best routes for the public interest 


were used and were consistently applied throughout 


these lines.  
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The environmental impact statement that 


is going to be done should carefully review the harm 


that can be done to people and to the environment to 


assure that the fewest homes possible are involved 


and that unique land uses and natural areas are not 


disturbed.  


I come from Eureka Township.  We have not 


done development.  We've kept our land as open 


space.  Met Council wanted us to, Dakota County 


wants us to.  Our reward for that is pipelines, gas 


lines, ditches full of, you know, the cables.  And 


now we're going to look at these high-voltage 


transmission lines.  And yet we have been a part of 


the farmland and natural areas projects for farmers, 


and residents have put natural areas in farmland and 


preserved them with permanent easements.  And we 


have saved the wildlife management area along Trout 


Lake.  We have been really good stewards of our 


township, and that means that it's probably cheaper 


to run through Eureka than it is up to County Road 


7.  As you know, you may have to pay by the foot up 


there.  But, somehow, that doesn't seem like a great 


reward for being good stewards of our land.  Okay.


And the other thing that should be 


considered in the EIS is that they should analyze in 
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detail effects on property values, noise, electric 


fields and, of course, we've talked a lot tonight 


about the EMF dangers.  


Wind conditions.  We heard for two years 


that these -- these lines are for wind, and yet 


they're curiously close to the -- what's the 


plant -- Big Stone plant in -- that the lines can be 


connected to that.  But, more importantly, our 


intervenor status in the certificate of need 


process, our attorney asked that wind conditions be 


put on these lines.  In other words, if the 


utilities are talking about bringing wind through, 


then they should be willing to say, yes, we'll take 


it as a condition on the lines; they don't get built 


without it.  They have fought that every step of the 


way.  


In closing, I'd like to read from the 


Minnesota Environmental Rights Act, 116B.  The 


legislature finds and declares that each person is 


entitled by right to the protection, preservation 


and enhancement of air, water, land and other 


natural resources located within the state, and that 


each person has the responsibility to contribute to 


the protection, preservation and enhancement 


thereof.  The legislature further declares its 
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policy to create and maintain within the state 


conditions under which human beings and nature can 


exist in productive harmony in order that present 


and future generations may enjoy clean air and 


water, productive land and other natural resources 


with which this state has been endowed.  


Accordingly, it is in the public interest to provide 


an adequate civil remedy to protect air, water, land 


and other natural resources located within the state 


from pollution, impairment or destruction.  


I would ask you to apply at the OES -- 


and I'm sorry that you're the only one here to get 


all this, Scott, tonight because we know you're not 


just the only person up here.  But I would ask you 


to apply this act to the work you are doing, to 


review and regulate the CapX lines if they are 


approved to be built.  Citizens are looking to you 


to make this a fair and safe process in the public 


interest.  


MR. EK:  Beverly, I just want to thank 


you.  I don't know if I've done this tonight, but 


earlier.  That's a very, very, very, very good 


example of what we'd like to see.  It was a 


thoughtful, effective and very precise comment on 


what she would like us to study, the issues she has.  
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So I just want to point out that's a very good 


example of what we'd like to see -- what I'd like 


see, I should say.  


And also, Beverly, I do -- I just wanted 


to put in the record I will take your -- the comment 


form that you submitted up on the table.  And also 


wanted to let you know, earlier today, Beverly, you 


may have seen this, the large BioInitiative Report, 


A Rationale for a Biologically-Based Public Exposure 


Standard for Electromagnetic Fields, was submitted 


to us earlier as a comment.  So it is an important 


subject that we will be studying.  I just wanted to 


let you know.  Thank you for your comments. 


MS. LAY:  Susan Lay, L-A-Y.  Live in 


New Market Township.  


Just a couple of points of clarification.  


I'm afraid I'm not as organized.  As Reid mentioned 


previously, sometimes this process makes you become 


a little bit selfish.  I do want to also put on the 


record that, since the northern route or the 


proposed route comes right through my yard, that I 


would prefer to see the south route taken, the 


alternative route.  


Question or clarification point for me.  


If the -- if there's a facility like a barn where we 
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have our horses -- and obviously it's a structure we 


need to have.  We do thoroughbred breeding and 


layovers and things like that.  And so some of our 


pastureland and our barn, about an acre and a half 


of our woods would be taken because they all are 


within 75 feet, you know, of the center line.  We 


have three to four acres of wetland behind us, which 


means we cannot move the barn to another location.  


We already have pastureland on all the other sides.  


So for our particular case, we don't have an option, 


if you take our barn and some of our pastureland, to 


continue our business and to also, you know, have 


the windbreak of the woods.  


So how do you address that sort of an 


issue?  Because you said no people will be impacted 


as far as homes.  But certainly that is something, 


where there's a livelihood or, you know, animals 


that are to be accounted for. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I don't know exactly 


where you're located, and I don't know if they 


intend to put that line on your side of the road.  


But a suggestion -- and maybe we can meet after -- 


MS. LAY:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- after the comments so I can 


see exactly where you are.  But maybe a suggestion 
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would be is to submit an alternative that says, 


well, at least put the -- if the line's going to go 


somewhere, put it on the other side of our road.  So 


then, therefore, that easement would not impact your 


barn and the facilities you are talking about.  


Another option is to suggest another alternative 


altogether, but -- not knowing exactly where you are 


right now, but I'd be -- I'd really like to meet 


with you after all the comments are finished and 


maybe we can put together some ideas on paper for 


your particular area.


MS. LAY:  Okay.  And I realize that I'm 


just one person.  I can only speak about my 


property.  But there's others who would likely have 


a similar situation, where it's not the home 


necessarily that's impacted.  


Just a couple of very quick questions.  


Who do we expect -- who should we expect coming 


knocking on our door?  It was talked about earlier 


that someone will come looking as part of the 


condemnation process.  He mentioned, you know, 


people from out of state and knocking on our door.  


What is the -- who is allowed to come and talk to 


us?  


MR. EK:  Well, first of all, you know, 
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first it has to go through this need, which is next 


week. 


MS. LAY:  Right.


MR. EK:  So they have to decide that.  So 


once that's decided, depending on what happens 


there -- say it does go forward and the routing does 


proceed.  We have to go through this whole year of 


routing, gaining -- seeking public input, vetting 


all these alternatives, analyzing these impacts, and 


submitting all this information to the Public 


Utilities Commission.  They then have to decide 


whether this project deserves a permit and whether 


they'll give this project a permit.  And if they do 


give it a permit, where it would be -- where it 


would be and so forth.  


At that time, once the permit's issued, 


that's when the company would come out and negotiate 


with the landowners.  They call them land agents, is 


what I know is the nickname for them.  And that's 


when, after the permit is issued, they would come 


out and negotiate with you on where the poles would 


be located or the easements and so forth.  So it's 


after the permitting process.  It's once a permit's 


issued.  


MS. LAY:  Okay.  And then, very quickly, 
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does the construction start west and move east and 


is it kind of section by section, or are they -- you 


know, they're working in Marshall but they're, you 


know, coming into Lakeville doing some work, too?  I 


mean, what kind of -- you said it starts in 2011.


MR. EK:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah, I guess 


that's not a question I can answer.  Maybe Craig can 


answer that question.  I'm assuming they might start 


kind of everywhere, but maybe Craig can answer that.  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, it's hard to say 


where construction would start, would we start from 


the west and go east or east and go west or would 


they work on numerous sections in there.  It's going 


to be up to the project manager, which is Great 


River Energy, and probably up to the contractors as 


well where they want to start.  And issues might 


come up like where they want to work, perhaps, in 


the wintertime.  There are wetlands where they're 


going to be working in, soft areas, whatever, we 


prefer to do that construction in the wintertime.  


So they may work on separate areas along the project 


to get that done under frozen conditions and then do 


the other work when it is summertime or something 


like that.  


A lot of the issues to work out with -- 
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also, your question with who's going to be knocking 


on your door to acquire easements.  That's going to 


be somebody overseen by us.  It will be somebody in 


our own department, and maybe we'd have to hire 


other people.  Don't know exactly who that will be, 


but it will be somebody that's going to be 


representing -- or we are going to be represented. 


MS. LAY:  The utility? 


MR. POORKER:  Great River Energy.


MS. LAY:  Great River Energy?


MR. POORKER:  Yes, yes.


MS. LAY:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  So a lot of issues to work 


out.  Before we get to that, you'll be contacted 


about doing survey work.  Before we even talk about 


easement acquisition, we're going to be talking 


about can we get on your property to do some survey 


work.  And, again, part of that interview process by 


a right-of-way agent is negotiating with you on pole 


placements, trying to decide where the center line 


is going to be.  The state may tell us exactly where 


the center line is going to be or they may tell us, 


Great River Energy, you find the center line in that 


thousand-foot route.  So those are issues that we 


may have to negotiate with landowners there, too.  
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MS.  LAY:  So the blue line right now, if 


you do the 1, -- 000, you know, on the little map it 


has 1,000 foot and it has a blue line -- that does 


not necessarily mean, then, that that is the blue 


line; is that correct?  


MR. POORKER:  That is.  


MS. LAY:  It is going to be somewhere in 


that 1,000 -- 


MR. POORKER:  Exactly.


MS. LAY:  -- if that's the route that you 


choose?  


MR. POORKER:  Exactly.  We do not have a 


center line chosen.  That blue line you see is 


basically a reference line that we can use to 


measure out how close homes are or structures or 


existing rights-of-way and things like that.  We do 


not have a center line, not even close.  That will 


come in the next couple of years.


MS. LAY:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. POORKER:  Thanks. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MS. ANDERSON:  Hi, my name is Debra 


Anderson, and I live in Castle Rock Township with my 


husband Scott and our daughter.  


And I have a question and comment for 
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Scott.  And it is could you -- you mentioned earlier 


that there is going to be a process that the state 


will do to look at the health concerns of EMF, and 


I'm happy to hear that.  And I just wanted to 


understand better what that process will be and the 


qualifications of the person or persons doing that 


process. 


MR. EK:  Yes, yes.  What we'll do, it 


will be a literature search.  You know, we're not -- 


we don't plan -- as far as I know right now, we 


don't plan to do a new study on it ourselves for 


this project.  I have heard talks about it, maybe in 


the future.  But so it will be a literature search 


of existing information.  And we would have, as I 


said, assistance from the Department of Health.  


They would have to work with us and kind of guide us 


through that project -- process as well, and we 


would ask them for information.  So primarily it 


would be a search of literature.  And we update the 


information that we've used in past projects to the 


current information we have.  That big giant book I 


held up, that's something new that was just given to 


us today.  That will be included.  But, yes, we will 


work with the various agencies, specifically the 


Department of Health -- 
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MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- when it comes to the issues 


of electric and magnetic fields.  


MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Specific to the 


Department of Health, will that be an admin, will 


that be a nurse, will that be a doctor, will it be 


someone trained in statistical analysis and clinical 


studies and probabilities related to what's in the 


studies, or what will be the qualifications of the 


person?  


MR. EK:  You know, it's too early for me.  


We haven't even gotten that far yet to -- you know, 


we're right in this early process.  We haven't even 


gotten that far to contacting them as to who it 


would be.  But of course we would want somebody that 


is knowledgeable, experienced, and a professional 


when it comes to electric and magnetic fields, 


somebody who has the experience and who has looked 


at this data in the past.  And I know there are 


folks within the Department of Health who have.  


There was a White Paper put out by the State of 


Minnesota and folks worked on it.  So I do know 


there are folks within MDH -- 


MS.  ANDERSON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- that are experienced.  But I 
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can't -- I couldn't name a name and who it would be 


at this point.


MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Thank you.  


Another thing that I wanted to reference.  


I know a number of people were talking about, you 


know, is there a relationship between if I live 


500 feet, you know, what effect this going to have 


on my child?  If I live a hundred feet?  If I live a 


thousand feet?  So I wanted to ask you if you are 


familiar with this or the people that are -- you're 


going to consult with are familiar with a recent 


publication, and it's called Setting Prudent Public 


Health Policy for Electromagnetic Field Exposure?  


And like you said, it's important to look at recent 


information.  This was published in 2008 in the 


Reviews of Environmental Health, Volume Number 23, 


Number 2.  Okay.  And I'd like to read a paragraph 


from page 95 of that study, please -- 


MR. EK:  Please do.


MS. ANDERSON:  -- as it relate to this.  


So as related to the distance is why I'm reading it.  


It says on page 95 of the abstract that I just 


referenced, Several recent studies add to the 


conclusion that the exposure/leukemia relationship 


is strong, and they're citing a specific study when 
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they say Dramer (phonetic), et al, the name of the 


study, studied rates of leukemia in children in 


relationship to the proximity of their home to 


high-voltage power lines.  And then it says, The 


investigators found a dose-dependent relation with 


relative risks being 1.69, so 2 percent increase, a 


95 percent confidence interval.  And in clinical 


studies 95 percent or higher is considered relevant 


and not to be something that happens just by 


coincidence.  So, statistically significant, in 


other words.  


It also says that when comparing rates in 


children living within 200 meters -- or if you want 


to do the math on that, 656 feet; we've been talking 


about 500 feet tonight -- to those living greater 


than 600 meters -- do the math on that, that's about 


1,968 feet -- from the line and the relative risk 


being 1.23, with again a 95 percent confidence 


interval, between spot measurements and magnetic 


fields greater than or equal to 6 MG.  So the 


summary statement is, A significant P value of .01 


-- and in clinical studies .05 means it's 


statistically significant; this is .01, so very 


statistically significant.  A trend was found in 


relation to closeness to the power line.  
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So what I am asking to have further 


studied -- that's why I would like to know the 


qualifications of the people that are reviewing the 


statistical analysis, what kind of qualifications 


they have to look at this.  In this one study that I 


referenced, there are -- and I didn't mention this; 


this abstract was just published there are 121 


publications and/or epidemiological studies specific 


to EMF and negative cause on health.  


So since there is a relationship stated 


in this one study to leukemia in children when it's 


between -- unless it's greater than 1,900 feet, I 


would like to see a route that doesn't have houses 


that are within 500 feet.  There is a proven cause 


in relationship to leukemia with children living 


under -- within that 500 feet.  


Now, if there was another clinical study 


done on whatever, a drug, whatever, that said it 


caused cancer, I can guarantee you that drug would 


be pulled from the market.  So I think it's very 


important to make this statement publicly and also 


to ask that further study be done, then, and an 


alternative route be looked at that's greater than 


1,900 feet.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  No, and thank you for -- you 
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did -- I want to make sure that you did 


adequately -- or did describe the title of that 


study so we have --  so we can have a look back at 


that. 


MS. ANDERSON:  I'd be happy to.  It's an 


abstract, and it is titled -- let me find my right 


page here again.  It is titled, Setting Prudent 


Public Health Policy for Electromagnetic Field 


Exposures.  And it was published in 2008, Volume 23, 


Number 2, I believe the month was April.  And it is 


a 119-page document referencing 121 publications and 


also providing suggestions on how the public -- how 


the state should deal with things like this.  


MR. EK:  Fantastic.  No, that's fantastic 


information, and that's exactly what we're looking 


for. 


MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, okay.  Thank you.


MR. EK:  You know, we need to look at 


both sides of it, you know.  There are both sides of 


the fences, and we need to look at that data as 


well.  And just like I said, we received that big 


document.  Now we've received even more information 


to look at.  


MS.  ANDERSON:  Well, and this may be in 


the big document.
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MR. EK:  Could be.  Could be.


MS. ANDERSON:  But it's important.


MR. EK:  It's very important.  And, no, I 


do not discount the importance of the issue at all.  


MS.  ANDERSON:  And it's related to the 


people earlier tonight saying what about that 


500 feet.  There are a lot of -- I guess I could ask 


you, how many houses are within 500 feet?  


MR. EK:  I know it's in the permit 


application, but I don't have the numbers off the 


top of my head --


MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  -- right now.


MS. ANDERSON:  Okay.


MR. EK:  But it is in the permit 


application.  


MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, I've reviewed it as 


well.  


MR. EK:  And what was I going to say -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sounds like one 


would be too many. 


MS. ANDERSON:  Right, exactly.  If it's 


your child it would be.  If it was my child it would 


be.  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If it was Scott's 
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child it would be. 


MS. ANDERSON:  If it was Scott's child it 


would be.  Thank you.


MR. EK:  Thank you very much, and thanks 


for the information.  


MS.  ANDERSON:  Thank you for the 


opportunity. 


MR. EK:  I appreciate it.


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Hi, my name is Ray 


Kaufenberg.  I'll spell it.  K-A-U-F-E-N-B-E-R-G.  


I want to start with a follow-up from 


something said earlier.  I appreciate the statement 


made by the Applicant that some steps would be taken 


to mitigate the aesthetics of these poles -- or 


actually it wasn't the aesthetics, it was for ag 


use.  They go with the one -- a structure with one 


base so that it would be easier to farm around it.  


So since that concession has already been made, I'd 


like to ask about a mitigating concession for 


residential people, people once you get to 35 and go 


through Eureka Township, for example, or on that 


southern route and past residences, in particular.  


When I have read about that, I'm reading 


that what you're proposing is natural raw steel 


towers that are left brown, rust color and left to 
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rust, as opposed to the kind like you have along 


Highway 50 toward Farmington, which are blue or 


aluminum colored and blend in with the sky, or the 


kind they have with Bloomington which also blend in 


with the sky, which are either painted or some 


material that you don't see.  So I want to ask you, 


as a mitigating factor, are you willing to agree to 


have these poles a color that's not offensive -- as 


offensive as, you know, a dark-colored object up 


against a light sky?  


MR. EK:  -- yeah, Craig, could you answer 


that?  I don't recall if that was in the permit 


application, the weathering steel or whatnot. 


MR. POORKER:  Yes, that is in the 


application, and what we did propose in the 


application was to use what we call in the industry 


Core 10 (phonetic).  It's rust-colored.  And that's 


exact what we proposed in the application.  So I 


would say that, if we get dictated by the State -- I 


mean, it's not our decision now.  That's just what 


we proposed.  And if the State says that they hear 


something from people where they want galvanized and 


the State tells us to do that, we're going to do 


that.  That was something that we -- that our 


project managers had talked about, so I don't think 
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we have a big decision either way.  If the State 


tells us that they want us, because of public input, 


to put -- put in galvanized, that's what we're going 


to go with. 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  I don't think the State 


should have to tell you.  I think the people in this 


room should have and to say about that if it's going 


through their land and their community.


MR. POORKER:  Exactly.  That's what I 


just said.  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  So I want to go on 


record saying that that's what I would want.  I 


would not think anyone here would want the other 


kind.  


MR. POORKER:  And that's exactly what I 


just said.  If the people comment on that and the 


State reviews all those comments and -- that's the 


State's decision now.  Once we applied, 


December 29th, and it was accepted as approved, we 


can't change anything now, unless the State tells us 


to.  Myself, I'd be fine with that.  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Okay.  All right.  Then 


regarding giving input to you as to issues and 


alternatives to look at in the environmental impact 


statement that you're preparing, I've got three 
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different categories of issues and alternatives.  


The first one is general issues and alternatives 


that should be looked at anywhere on the route.  The 


second one is issues and alternatives pertaining to 


the route portion that is proposed -- the preferred 


route that's proposed to go through Eureka Township.  


And the third piece I have is on a smaller section 


of the route that's already been mentioned here 


tonight on the Dakota County map.  Let's see, it 


goes south from the Lake Marion substation, only to 


go north again, and it impacts nine additional homes 


right in here (indicating) in a major way along Dodd 


Boulevard as well as right through this entire farm 


length-wise (indicating).  So... 


MR. EK:  I just want to make sure we're 


getting the roads right here. 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  South of 245th, this 


line (indicating).


MR. EK:  So it's the preferred? 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  The preferred.


MR. EK:  South of 245th Street West, and 


then as it heads north two hundred --  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  That's right.


MR. EK:  -- 240th Street West. 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  And I'm -- in my written 
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comments I have -- I want this to be looked at in 


terms of keeping this closer to the right-of-way, 


245th, up to Dodd, and not impacting these nine 


additional homes.  And I have all the impacts -- all 


the impacts in my written information.  So I want to 


submit that right now.


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  As far as general 


issues -- and then that other location.  As far as 


general issues, you've stated a lot of them that you 


have to look at and that the State requires that you 


look at by their administrative rules.  I'd like to 


add a few to that list that are on there.  I think 


in looking at environmental income -- an 


environmental impact statement on a pipeline, I 


realize that your scope can be broader.  And even 


though you like to departmentalize this into route 


and need, in fact, you can look at the purpose of 


this project.  And I would say that the purpose of 


each section of this project does have some 


relevance as to where that route goes and where 


those substations go, and I would like to have that 


looked at as part of the environmental impact 


statement.  


I'd also like to have the future vision 
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for these power line companies in terms of power 


sources and substations and hookups to renewable, 


which they're required to do, and potential energy 


demand and the sources of these potential locations 


looked at.  I'd like to see political, social, and 


economic environment looked at, including the 


current paradigm shifts that are going on regarding 


energy consumption and alternative energy and smart 


grid technology and conservation efforts.  


I'd like to look at EMF, electromagnetic 


field shielding and underground line alternatives, 


as well as electrostatic mitigation.  I'd like you 


to look at the potential, with these long lines all 


connected to each other, of additional terrorist 


threat and grid risks.  I'd like to look at 


financial impacts to the power line company caused 


by the recession that we're in.  I'd like to look at 


health issues related to EMF, static electricity in 


terms of their long-term impacts.  I'd like to look 


at ethical and moral issues, including fairness in 


land negotiations and cultural values.  


So I want to submit now a list of these 


general issues.  And that was just 5 of the 15 I 


have on there.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  I'll take that 
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comment.  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Okay.  Now, regarding a 


specific location.  You know, sometimes you have to 


look at a location on the map and then say what 


issues are important to that location and what 


impacts are present there that are relevant to that 


location.  


So the location I'd like to look at is 


the preferred route as it goes through the entire 


Eureka Township, which is from here all the way to 


about here (indicating), because this is all Eureka 


Township, this square right here (indicating).  So 


I'm looking at that line piece right there 


(indicating).


MR. EK:  And that's 240th Street West?  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  That's right.  It goes 


first along 240th, south of 245th, then up Dodd and 


then along 240th.  So that's the stretch I want to 


talk about.  


As an overview I'd say that this portion 


of the so-called preferred route raises several 


issues and negative impacts that should be addressed 


in the EIS, especially since two other viable 


alternatives to this portion of the route exist 


which would mitigate or eliminate the negative 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163


115


impacts to the Eureka Township and its citizens.  


The major issue is where the preferred 


route runs through Eureka Township is wholly 


incompatible land use that exploits the efforts of 


Eureka Township citizens to preserve agricultural 


land, open spaces and natural areas and to resist 


development and industrialization.  The preferred 


route violates Eureka citizens' personal rights and 


cultural values.  And all of the following issues 


and impacts and alternatives should be studied by 


the OES:  


In terms of issues, I list -- I've 


numbered them A through G.  A is property and land 


values should be looked at in this quadrant.  B, 


wetlands, pond, woods, Vermillion River, creek and 


ag areas.  C, aesthetics and electromagnetic fields, 


static electricity, noise shielding.  D is 


disruption of farming.  E is alternative route from 


Lake Marion substation north along I-35, Pillsbury 


corridor, east along Highway 7 to Highway 50.  F, 


proposed alternative route from Lake Marion 


substation to Highway 86 and 47, which you've 


already identified as an alternative route.  G, 


cultural values, personal rights, land use goals and 


plans, fairness and fair competition.  The preferred 
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route disregards and exploits property owners as 


well as Eureka Township values, rights, goals and 


plans and disregard fairness in eminent domain 


negotiating and compensation.


So that's an overview of the issues I 


think you should look at; but I know that your 


decision whether to look at an issue depends on how 


important you think that issue is, you know, because 


you've got a zillion list of issues.  So as much as 


I hate to go through this next part, I think it's 


important to state why those issues are important, 


particularly to Eureka Township citizens.


So the first one is property and land 


values.  And this is a major negative.  It has a 


major negative impact on current -- the power lines 


would have a major negative impact on current value 


and future development value of all property near 


the power lines, especially in Eureka Estates, which 


is this development right here (indicating) where 


you have all these homes.  That's a huge cluster of 


homes right near that proposed preferred route.  


That's going to have a huge impact on a significant 


number of homes right there.  These 150- to 175-foot 


rusty towers and power lines would greatly 


negatively impact the current and future value of 
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land that is, number one, closest to the lines for 


aesthetic and EMF reasons, which I'll describe 


below.  


Two, as far back as the eye can see on 


the land, which has a lot of open space in Eureka 


Township, so that impact is bigger than it would be 


in another area where you have other buildings or 


houses to mitigate that view.  


Three, wetlands along the route will be 


disrupted.  And I'll explain how.  


Four, because farming will be disrupted, 


I'll explain how later.  


And five, because owners' personal rights 


of land use.  


So those are the land -- that's why land 


use will be impacted.  These are all interrelated, 


basically, but because those individual impacts are 


so negative, they negatively impact land values.  


As far as then getting more particular, 


the natural areas and wetlands will be negatively 


impacted through dis -- destruction and disruption.  


Wetlands and associated wildlife, the pond 


Vermillion River/Creek and associated wildlife, 


wooded areas and associated wildlife, destruction 


and disruption of the above natural areas can occur 
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during power line construction, maintenance when 


they have to go in and repair, and continuously as a 


result of EMF, noise and other power line-related 


causes.  So it will have an impact on our natural 


areas in Eureka Township.  


As far as you looking at aesthetics and 


EMF, static electricity, noise, and farming 


disruptions I would have this to say:  These 150- to 


175-foot rusty towers above the highest trees would 


be a major negative aesthetic for all property 


owners along the route and all future property 


owners near the power line or within direct line of 


sight of the power lines.  EMF and SE, static 


electricity, have been proven to be harmful to 


humans, especially children, animals, and to disrupt 


mechanical and electrical devices, defibrillators, 


communication devices, GPS devices, TV signals, 


school and business processes and testing equipment, 


et cetera, et cetera, which limits land use.  And 


property owner -- property owners' happiness and 


well-being is impacted, as well as future 


development near the power lines.  


Also, all the view sheds in Eureka 


Township are important to citizens of the Eureka 


Township.  And so if you're running a line all the 
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way along 240th and along Dodd, people enter through 


those state roads like Dodd; and if they have to go 


through these power lines, it gives the entire 


township negative -- a negative connotation.  


As far as farm work goes, when you farm 


nowadays and you do row cropping, equipment is 


substantially large, 40-foot to 100-foot.  You know, 


it's not uncommon for sprayers over 100 feet.  And 


going around these single towers, although it sounds 


easy, 75 or 100 feet in a field is not easy to do.  


It'll most probably result in chemical overspray as 


they try and go around, double spraying, which is a 


problem for ground land -- groundwater.  It disrupts 


GPS mapping systems because of the current going 


through.  Fencing, from what I understand, if you 


want to put up a fence for cattle or livestock 


you're going to get a shock through that fence 


unless it's grounded from those power lines because 


of the -- I don't know if it's the static 


electricity or the EMF.  But, either way, that's a 


problem for farming.  As well as when they come in 


to maintain these lines or construct them, they're 


compacting the field all around and that's a problem 


for yield.  


As far as mitigating this problem through 
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Eureka Township, I think you have to look at your 


two alternatives that you've got.  The first one has 


been talked about many times tonight, but it's so 


blatantly obvious, I think it's just -- it's wrong 


not to consider.  And that's that route that goes 


north from the substation, Lake Marion substation, 


along Pillsbury, and then to Highway 70 and uses 


that right-of-way, goes over to Hamburg, then goes 


north again, then it goes to Highway 50, then it 


goes to Farmington and ultimately Hampton.


This is more appropriate than the 


preferred route for the following reasons:  First of 


all, large power lines and existing right-of-way 


easements already exist between I-35 and Pillsbury 


going north from Lake Marion station, and then again 


east along 70, north on Hamburg and east on 50.  


This would be minimal new impacts and reduce 


construction, acquisition and maintenance costs.  


Secondly, going north from Lake Marion to 


Highway 7 the power lines would go through 


industrially-zoned Pillsbury near I-35 where large 


power lines already exist and properties are 


primarily industrial.  The power lines are more 


compatible with industrial land use because 


aesthetics, EMF and noise are not as important to 
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most industry as they would be to residents and to 


undeveloped properties.  


Third, going east from Pillsbury along 


Highway 70 and north along Hamburg, the power lines 


would go through an industrial park where large 


power lines already exist.  The power lines are more 


compatible with industrial in this area and also 


because buildings and signs distract people driving 


through from the negative view and aesthetic impact 


and buildings in the line of sight of the power line 


buffer the negative line.  In other words, you only 


need a two-story building, if it's right in front of 


you, to hide a power line.  That's just, you know, 


common sense.  So you can go through there and have 


that shielded -- or buffered from a lot of people.  


Furthermore, the power company -- if any 


of those industrial people complain that they're 


getting the EMF and they can't run the equipment in 


their industry, I talked to a company that will 


install a device, a series of electronic end wires 


in the ground that can reduce the EMF effect.  They 


will take it down considerably so that those 


industrial companies can operate right next to those 


power lines.  And I think it should be incumbent 


upon the Applicant to pay for that mitigating 
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shielding when going through there so they can go 


through that industrial park, if that's an issue.  


And I don't even think that's an issue.


Another issue that was brought up to me 


that I don't think should be an issue but the 


environmental impact study should take a look at is 


whether height and the airport is an issue.  I heard 


that as a lame excuse as to why it shouldn't go 


through Highway 70 because it's too close to the 


airport, but, in fact, I've been also told by 


engineers that those lines can be lowered, there is 


ways to lower the lines using -- I gotta think -- I 


should probably ask the outfit that question.  


MR. POORKER:  H-frames. 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Okay.  Well, there are 


ways to lower the lines, let's put it that way.  And 


so that Highway 70 route is a much more reasonable 


alternative than going through the middle of Eureka 


Township.  


Another route that is already proposed as 


an alternate route, which I don't like going through 


other neighbors' property but, in fact, it happens 


to have more positives and less negatives than the 


Eureka Township route, would be the one down on 


Highway 86.  And so that goes south from the Lake 
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Marion station, then it goes east along County 86 to 


47 and then up to Hampton.  It's a better choice for 


the following reasons:


From the Lake Marion substation, power 


lines would go south along Pillsbury-I-35 corridor 


where there is existing power line right-of-way.  In 


fact, not only is there existing power line 


right-of-way, but it's right here (indicating) 


between your route.  That red line is where you cut 


all the trees down.  You've already put a power line 


there.  You can go on this side (indicating) of the 


freeway, and you can go right down that line and not 


impact all those people along there.  And so it's 


obscene that they're talking about coming through 


another swath down there when they already have the 


right-of-way and they already have a line in there 


and they can put this power line next to another 


line.  And that absolutely needs to be looked at as 


a viable alternative.  


Once it gets to Highway 86, then it goes 


along 86 to the east where there's existing 


right-of-way, and 86 happens to be the only major 


straight west-to-east road south of County 46 in the 


metro.  So if you're looking at this logically, if 


you look south of 46, that's the next place that 
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goes straight, and that's an advantage to putting in 


a power line because you save money when you don't 


have to do the zigs and the zags and put the extra 


tension on the lines.  You also make it less 


vulnerable to storms, terrorist threats and other 


things than going through the zigzag route where you 


go south to 245th and then you go north again and 


then you go east and then go south.  That's a lot 


more expensive and this is a better route, 86.


Secondly, County Road 86 is a wide state 


road.  It has wide ditches and right-of-way.  It's 


got shoulders on the road.  That is a huge contrast 


to Dodd Boulevard, which some in the paper have 


called Dangerous Dodd because of all the deaths on 


Dodd, which has no shoulders.  Nor does 240th.  So 


in terms of motorist safety, in terms of workers on 


the power lines, it would be safer for the trucks, 


maintenance workers to park on the shoulders than to 


be building along Dodd or 240th in Eureka Township.  


Third, in terms of Highway 86, I 


understand from talking to the Minnesota Department 


of Transportation that they have had discussions 


between Minnesota Department of Transportation, 


Dakota County and Scott County regarding making 


County Road 86 what they call a principal arterial 
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road.  That would put it on par with 494 -- or 


Highway 62, 494, County Road 42, County Road 46, the 


next one would be County Road 86.  That would -- 


that would imply that they would have a hookup to 


35W.  It would imply that this would become a wide, 


you know, road, which would be noisy.  Eventually 


there would be industrial people that want to move 


along there and probably be zoned, large portions of 


it, industrial.  


So homeowners, unfortunately, as the 


future moves forward are going to be looking at that 


problem.  They might have to move back or buffer 


their houses from that.  Therefore, the power line 


would not be as detrimental an impact to them long 


term as it is to these Eureka citizens in the long 


run.  


Fourth, County Road 86 provides easy 


future accessibility along its entire length for 


future power line hookups to wind, nuclear or other 


sources without having to snake power lines north to 


connect with the proposed northern preferred route.  


I think that's pretty important.  This has got to be 


for the future.  And I assume we're not going to get 


all our energy from South Dakota where all the 


revenue goes over there, and also there's state law 
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that says we have to put more into renewables.  So 


if there is wind and it's south of the Twin Cities, 


if you have your line further south, it's easier to 


get to that.  I doubt that any major, you know, 


power lines are going to be put -- any major power 


plants would be approved in Eureka Township because 


they don't even have industrial.  So that would be a 


more logical site for that reason.


MR. EK:  Mr. Kaufenberg, do you have all 


this down in writing? 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  I'm almost at the end 


here. 


MR. EK:  Okay.  I just want to -- just 


out of respect of your neighbors and other folk who 


would like to comment.  


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Okay.  All right.  I'm 


just about done.  


The last thing I'd say is I'd agree with 


the other individual, we could move the substation 


from Lake Marion down to 86, which would make it a 


better situation.  


The last part, which is my conclusion, if 


you will, is that you need to look at, as an 


environmental impact, cultural values and land use 


goals.  And that's certainly something the state has 
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said you should look at.  And when you do look at 


that, you're going to find that the cultural values, 


goals and future plans of Eureka Township citizens 


have been affirmed over many years and are clearly 


documented in the township's comprehensive plans, 


ordinances, envisioning task force reports and way 


of life.  Eureka Township citizens have affirmed 


that they strongly value:  


One, preserving natural areas, open space 


and wildlife.  Over 90 percent of Eureka's land is 


ag, undeveloped, wetlands and open water.  


Two, they've affirmed preserving peace 


and quiet of rural life, which has allowed them to 


fight development from the pressures of neighboring 


communities.  


Three, they've affirmed preserving 


farming and agriculture.  Over 25 percent of 


Eureka's land is in the metropolitan ag preserve 


program, which is a long-term commitment for these 


folks.  


Fourth, limiting housing to one per 


quarter quarter section and clustering housing is a 


low density.  


And fifth, they prohibit almost all 


commercial and industrial except school and 
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churches.  Only four-tenths of 1 percent of the land 


in Eureka is commercial or industrial.  


And so, therefore, when you look at the 


cultural values of that community, it's obviously a 


stark contrast to Lakeville, New Market Township or 


a lot of the other areas you're going near.  And 


that should be respected.  And the conclusion here 


is this respect thing.  


You know, everybody gets up here and they 


all say, well, there's nothing you can do about it, 


there's nothing you can do about it.  You know, at 


some point maybe citizens have to do something 


dramatic about this.  You know, the Declaration of 


Independence states that we hold those truths to be 


self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 


they are endowed by their Creator with certain 


unalienable rights, among them, life, liberty, and 


the pursuit of happiness and that to secure these 


rights, governments are instituted among them, 


deriving their just powers from the consent of the 


government -- governed.  


We don't have the consent of the governed 


in this community, and they -- and the pursuit of 


happiness is unalienable right which people were 


willing to fight for and take arms for.  Maybe 
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that's what we have to do in Eureka Township, is 


take arms over this issue.  By forcing these towers, 


these huge ten-story towers, and dangerous power 


lines through the township against the will, it 


defies the nature of what it means to be an American 


and defies our unalienable rights.  The forced 


intrusion upsets the peace and quiet.  And it's like 


exploiting the Amish for preserving their way of 


life.  It's just plain wrong.  It represents an 


affront to our rights and our pursuit of happiness.  


Our country, way back when, was founded 


on Judeo-Christian morals and principles, and our 


currency still bears the words In God We Trust and 


our views are sworn in on the Bible.  These utility 


companies that take land by eminent domain while 


being exempt from the laws that require fair 


negotiation and compensation to landowners is 


morally and ethically wrong and should not be 


allowed by this community.  It opposes the spirit of 


the law regarding takings and the property rights in 


the Minnesota and U.S. Constitution and has no place 


in a free or moral society and absolutely no place 


in Eureka Township.  


So that's the conclusion.  And I'd just 


like to say that I think if it takes dramatic 
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action, then that's what people have to do.  But 


enough is enough of this.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  I think you did a 


very thorough job of conveying your comments for the 


office.  And I'll take these -- both of these here. 


MR. KAUFENBERG:  Yeah, one is on that 


other section. 


MR. EK:  All right.  Thank you.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Hi, my name's Parnell 


Mahowald, P-A-R-N-E-L-L, M-A-H-O-W-A-L-D.  


Thanks.  I'll be brief.  Now, on the 


power line, okay, I live in New Market Township on 


Section 17.  And a mile east of me there's a natural 


gas pipeline at that goes -- crosses -- it crosses 


once, and then it zigzags and crosses it again, and 


then it zigzags it again.  So in the application it 


says that they're worried about the pipeline 


corroding, you know, over time with the electric 


current going through it.  Why -- why do they have 


it zigzagging over three times when they can do it 


once?  


And, anyway, this is -- this is my farm, 


I'd like to submit this.  I don't know.  But I'm a 


third generation.  My grandpa bought it in '42 or 


'43, something like that.  And I bought the farm 
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five years ago, and I spent $17,000 burying wires 


underground.  And now I got a shadow of -- I'll show 


this.  Now, if you take the property line, which 


would be right here (indicating), right here in 


these trees, so if you go up 175 feet, it would be a 


shadow right there (indicating).  So that would be a 


health hazard.  And it would -- your value is going 


to go down considerably, and it's not going to be 


worth much being in the shadow of a power line.  


So -- and, you know, I'd hate to, you know, be 


carrying around -- you know, have chains dragging 


from all my wagons, you know, to ground them out so 


I don't get static electricity from built up, you 


know, wagons and stuff and augers that are higher 


than 35 feet, you know.  


And my dad's got a pacemaker.  And my 


neighbor across the road, he's got a pacemaker too.  


And he survived -- in 1946 he was in Operation 


Crossroads where he was seven or eight miles away 


from a nuclear power plant or nuclear explosion in 


'46, and he's got a pacemaker.  He's 80 years old; 


and he's like 600 feet from the line, which they're 


going to give him nothing.  And that's not -- he 


already paid his price, to being eight miles away 


from a nuclear explosion.  He's got all kinds of 
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cancer.  He probably won't be alive three years from 


now.  Why should he have to, you know -- but -- and 


I wanted to -- anybody that Googles this, e-mail -- 


or I should say watch the video, Operation 


Crossroads, Google that and watch the short one.  If 


you want to have nightmares, watch the eight-minute 


video.  It's tragic, you know.  You almost feel like 


you're -- you have a picture of these young -- bomb 


going off and then they've got -- you know, it's a 


nuclear thing.  And a bunch of sheep that were on a 


ground zero and they got a picture of them, and that 


was not the disturbing part.  The disturbing part 


was these people that know they have health effects.  


What they don't know are the young soldiers that 


were crawling over that wreckage of a nuclear bomb 


like it was candy, like it was May Day or 


whatever -- not May Day, you know, but was crawling 


over like it was kids in a playground, you know, 


young guys that are 20 years old or 18.  Okay.  


And I think it would be better off to put 


the property -- the lines somewhere where it's not, 


you know, affecting so many people on -- you know, 


like -- I don't want to dump it on Rice County, but 


they've got a bigger span of 40 acres per household.  


And New Market Township I think it's eight, one 
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household per.  And that's about what I got to say.  


Okay.  


MR. EK:  Sir, could I -- could you, just 


for the record, so I can reference where you're 


located --


MR. MAHOWALD:  I'm on --   


MR. EK:  -- give me your address again, 


please?  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Section 17.  I e-mailed 


you that on Sunday.  


MR. EK:  Okay.  But just so I have it 


again.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  It's section -- New Market 


Township, Section 17 on Dakota Avenue, 24416 Dakota 


Avenue.  


MR. EK:  Fantastic.  That's what I wanted 


so I can take a look at exactly where you're 


located. 


MR. MAHOWALD:  And this map, you know, 


I've got a grain dryer that's 62 feet from it, you 


know, which, you know, what are they going to do, 


push it over 16 feet and -- you know.  


MR. EK:  No, that wouldn't be the case.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  And also I --  
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MR. MAHOWALD:  Or maybe I could maybe 


send you that.  


MR. EK:  Yeah, I was going to say, you 


know, this is your family photo.  I don't --  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Well -- 


MR. EK:  I don't think -- I really feel 


uncomfortable.  This is a nice photo of your farm.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  We can -- we can definitely take 


a look at it, you know, on the project to see.  And 


I would much rather have you just take that home 


with you --


MR. MAHOWALD:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  -- instead of submitting it.  I 


think it's much more valuable to you.  Yeah, you can 


make a scan of it and e-mail it.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  I think that would be fine.  


MR. MAHOWALD:  Okay.  


MR. EK:  But thank you.  Thank you for 


your comment.


MS. BROWN:  My name is Linda Brown, 


B-R-O-W-N, and I live in New Market Township.  


I wish to enter into the record that I 


object to the proposed alternative route, 
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specifically where you go south from the Lake Marion 


substation, down Pillsbury, and then you go back 


north again.  I -- I would propose a couple 


alternatives.  One would be, as has already been 


suggested here tonight, to move the Lake Marion 


substation south along 86 so that you're making a 


straight route, you're not going north where there's 


population and disrupting all of the residents 


there.  


It seems to me when you look at whether 


it's alternate route or proposed (sic) route, we're 


coming right through the heart of Scott County, 


which is -- has been exploding population that has 


many, many residences.  And I just don't understand 


why there isn't more thought to moving the route 


further south and having less of an impact on less 


residences. 


The other proposal that I wanted to make 


is, again, using the interstate corridors that are 


already existing there, going along the west side of 


35W through that rest area, north up to County Road 


70, and then possibly heading east from that 


direction.  


You know, I think we really need to take 


into consideration the effect that this is going to 
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have on all the homes.  And that comes to my second 


point, my concern with the stray voltage and the EMF 


and the long-term health effects on humans and 


animals.  We already had one gentleman up here that 


has indicated his experience with the stray voltage 


and his dairy farm, and there's -- there's many 


other farmers.  


Most recently, in the last year, there 


was a huge article in the Star Tribune or Pioneer 


Press -- I'm not sure which it was -- where a dairy 


farmer south down Spring Valley, Rochester area, 


that was -- has been in litigation with the energy 


company because he has -- animals are falling over 


dead and are no longer producing.  What affects the 


animals certainly are going to affect humans.  I 


request the Department of Commerce to seek out 


unbiased research on the effects, because they will 


find it does negatively impact human and animals, 


and we need to insist that the power company be held 


accountable for that and for what they are creating 


for all of us in the future.  


I also am concerned and object to the 


fact that the power company is not required to 


reimburse those that are within a general area of 


these transmission lines.  To say that it only 
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impacts these people over here when I'm standing 


here is ludicrous.  I mean, first of all, from the 


stray voltage, number one, and from the aesthetics.  


It's been said time and time again, property values, 


if you're living near something like that, are right 


down the tubes because nobody -- people are smart.  


People know, they know now that there's negative 


effects from this.  Nobody wants to live by these 


things.  So you're kind of issuing a death sentence 


for those of us that have property even in a 


surrounding area of these things.  And I think we 


should be compensated for that.  


The other point that I wanted to make, 


you know, we're at a time where we're moving towards 


going green, and I guess I -- why aren't we looking 


more at solar energy, more at conservation methods 


where we don't have to be transmitting electric 


energy from out of the Dakotas into Minnesota, all 


the way to Chicago?  I'm not saying that we don't 


need electricity.  I mean, we need electricity.  But 


there's -- there's many other methods that could be 


looked at so that we don't need to be constructing 


these huge power lines that are having negative 


effects on all of us.  


And I respectfully ask the State 
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Department of Commerce to take their charge of 


representing and working for the people zealously 


and to hold the citizens as your top priority in 


this whole decision-making process for the 


betterment of the citizens and not for the 


betterment of the electric company.  


And I guess I'll just end with sort of 


recapping.  You know, my main concern is looking at 


different routes that are going to have less of an 


impact on residents.  The -- during the EIS, I think 


we need to do a mindful, open-minded, unbiased study 


of the stray voltage issue and EMF.  And I think as 


part of that we need to require that the power 


company institute measurements (sic) to eliminate 


those negative effects.  You know, they can -- I 


don't care if it costs more money.  We're talking 


long-term health effects for each one of us.  And 


the other thing, I think, that is important that was 


brought up here tonight is extending the comment 


period beyond the April 30th date.  I think there's 


a lot of people out there that are unaware, for one 


reason or another -- there's no reason to point 


fingers.  It doesn't matter.  They are unaware.  And 


to extend the comment period another 30 days, I 


think, is not an unreasonable request.  
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Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments.  


And I just wanted to note that you adequately 


addressed the alternatives.  And also I wanted -- 


you talked about compensation for when the power 


line's on -- not on your land, but in your purview 


or what it may be.  And, unfortunately, that's not a 


question we can answer in the EIS.  That's a 


question for the lawmakers to decide.  So, as 


Beverly pointed out, you know, contact the 


legislators on that one.  


And for your other issues, they were 


brought up before, and, of course, we will be 


addressing them in the EIS.  And -- and we -- I can 


tell you myself I am working for the citizens 


zealously for this project.  So thank you for your 


comments.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Hi, I'm Cindy 


Helmberger, H-E-L-M-B-E-R-G-E-R.  


I've been to four meetings now, and I'm 


still zero convinced that it should be up in Scott 


County and Dakota County.  So I will never be 


convinced.  


I really just want to strongly suggest -- 


we've all heard it and several of us have said it, 
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is to move the Lake Marion substation south, get it 


out of where the population is, where the population 


is potentially going to grow.  It needs to get down 


there where it's less populace.  


And also for the people that stayed as 


long as you have, you've got a lot of time invested 


to it.  So what -- I guess what I would really 


encourage you to do -- Scott's going to show you 


some more information for you to follow up.  The 


information shows you, you know, who you can write.  


A couple of people have strongly said write your 


state legislators, you know, the state Senate, your 


rep, find out who they are.  You've held here for a 


couple of hours.  That's commendable.  Go back and 


tell your neighbors that were here -- that weren't 


here, that couldn't make it.  If there's some 


elderly people that might struggle with writing a 


letter, help them craft a letter.  Maybe offer to -- 


have them mail a letter but also offer to also maybe 


e-mail that.  


We need to do this as a community, and 


it's been a really good grassroots -- people telling 


people, flyers have been out there, good 


participation last night.  So really go back and 


crank up people so that they are writing and they 
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are calling, getting their comments in.  


I wanted to tap on to the gal that was 


ahead of me regarding extended period.  What I would 


really like to have on record is that with that 


extension period, that CapX is required to send a 


letter to everybody affected in the townships, not 


just on that 500 feet, that it has to, on the 


outside of the envelope, clearly mark as best it can 


that this affects your neighborhood because of 


high-power lines that are coming through your 


neighborhoods.  That way people aren't going to just 


go, CapX, don't know what it is, it's in the 


garbage, I'm recycling it.  That's what happened to 


probably 95 percent of the people.  They didn't know 


what this was.  I really want that to be a 


requirement, that a letter goes out again to 


everybody in the townships that are affected in 


these counties.  


Let's see.  I've got to make sure I got 


everything covered here.  I just have a quick 


question.  I'm going to put you on the spot again, 


Craig.  Of this $720 million, do you know 


approximately -- I remember reading something about 


25 acres.  I don't know if that's total acquisition.  


But out of the $720 million for the project, if that 
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does include acquisition, what percent is that in 


paying for acquisitions?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, the preferred route, 


I believe, is $700 million, estimated; and the 


alternate route, I believe, is $755 million.  What 


percentage of that is acquisition, I'm not sure.  


Good question.  Because the property values in 


western -- far western Minnesota are much different 


than they are when you get to the metro area here in 


Dakota County.  I'm not sure what that total 


estimate was.  I do have that figured up somewhere. 


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  And I think it's all lumped 


into that whole thing.  And I know that in our 


estimates in the document, we spell out some of 


those things.  But, unfortunately, right-of-way is 


not one of those.  It's probably lumped in with 


construction cost.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  So there wouldn't be a 


way to have a ballpark figure of what that 


acquisition would be for -- I mean, obviously we 


just care about our counties.  


MR. POORKER:  I'm trying to think of the 


acreage numbers.  I know in the document, too, we do 


say how many acres of easement acquisition it would 
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approximately entail.  400 acres or something like 


that comes to mind.  I'm not sure if that's right, 


I'd hate to say what number it is, but that's in 


there.  And to just come up with a rough estimate, I 


know southwestern Minnesota we used, in estimating, 


probably 8,000 an acre.  And when you get to Dakota 


County, some areas you're looking at 40,000 an acre.  


That's what we've seen along the freeway.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.  So it would be 


possible to call and get that information from you?  


MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  I had figured that 


for the document itself.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  So we can talk about that, 


sure.  


MS. HELMBERGER:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you 


for your time. 


MR. POORKER:  Thank you, Cindy.  


MR. EK:  Any additional comments tonight 


from any folks?  


All right.  Well, with that, then, we'll 


wrap up.  And, again, as I said before, I encourage 


you to grab one of the comment forms out front, grab 


one of the handouts of the presentation with all the 


information, the websites, so you can therefore 
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provide a comment before the April 30th deadline.  


It's important that you do so.  And you can do it by 


mail, e-mail, online, fax, and give me a call if you 


have trouble with either of those or want help 


putting together a letter.  


But thank you all for attending, I 


appreciate it.  And please submit your comments.  


Thank you.


(Public comments concluded.)
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MR. EK:  So now we'll open it up to 


public comments.  So if I could have folks who would 


like to comment, if they could come up to the 


microphone here.  And I'm going to kind of turn it 


this way so the court reporter can kind of see you 


talking as well.  It helps her transcribe.  So 


you're welcome to come up, just kind of form a line 


and submit your comments and we'll get them down.  


MR. RICE:  Someone's got to be first, 


right?  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah, that a boy.


MR. RICE:  My name is Tom Rice, R-I-C-E, 


and I live at 4500 222nd Street in Hampton.  I own 


about 60 acres of property over there that I think 


will be severely negatively impacted by the 


high-voltage lines.  


My wife did attend the meetings in 


Lakeville this week and turned in some proposed 


route stuff and some additional information on the 


property itself.  And so I don't need to resubmit 


that, right?  It's in the -- in the queue already.  


What I would like to do, and try not to 


come across as a whiner, is to bring up a couple of 


things and ask a couple of questions and make a few 


statements.  You mentioned in the presentation here 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


4


that there was a human element and a financial 


element.  And I'm wondering, how does a company go 


about drawing that line where you say, you know 


what, it's just too darn expensive, heck with the 


people, we're going to go here?  Is there a process 


that Great River or the Applicants went through to 


determine that?  I mean, is there a -- you guys 


answer that now do I just keep talking?  


MR. EK:  No, I can comment on the state.  


We don't -- I can't comment for the process that the 


Applicants went through to decide on how they came 


up with what they came up with and the criteria, but 


what we do is we take the information that was 


provided in the application, we vet that 


information, we make sure it is correct.  We take 


all the public comments we're receiving, you know, 


this past two weeks and up till April 30th here, and 


look at those impacts -- proposed impacts that were 


suggested to us and the potential impacts this line 


would have, human, financial, whatnot.  There may be 


some areas where the human impact is greater than 


the financial -- and it all depends along the line.  


There's nothing that -- I guess we don't rate 


financial above human or human above finance -- it 


depends on the impact in the specific area of the 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


5


line and that specific route that we're looking at, 


and then we compare the routes and pick the one that 


has the least impact.  


And particularly we'd look -- we'd look 


to the public on, you know, those items that have 


kind of floated to the top to being the most 


important.  And in this case, every meeting I've 


been at it's been proximity to homes as well as 


electric and magnetic fields.  So that is an item 


we're going to definitely study along the entire 


route and in depth, because it's been made evident 


to us that that's a very important subject.  


Now, I can let Craig maybe answer how or 


why the criteria they use when, you know, designing 


these routes and putting them in the application 


when it compares to finances and human settlement 


and so forth, because, you know, the state wasn't a 


part of that process.  


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question, 


Tom, and I can address that real quickly.  When we 


were looking for these routes across this corridor, 


we -- we did not look at what it was going to cost.  


That's not what I do as a routing person.  I'm not 


an engineer.  And if you look at the routes, there 


are several turns.  We're not going in straight 
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lines.  We're turning where we had to to try to 


avoid homes.  And the estimates that are in our 


route permit application are based on the routes 


that we came up with first.  We were not told here's 


how much money we're going to spend; now go route it 


and keep it there, keep it under that budget.  We 


came up with a route, and then the engineers came up 


with their estimates.  So it was the route that came 


first, and then what's in the application as far as 


dollar estimates for the project was based on the 


routes that we came up with. 


MR. RICE:  Okay.  Thank you.  That kind 


of fits into these other questions.  And I got quite 


a bit here, but I'll try not to take too darn much 


time.  Was the route originally to run through Rice 


County versus Dakota County?  


MR. POORKER:  I'm not sure what that 


refers to.  We came up with two routes. 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. POORKER:  And one of them does go 


through Le Sueur, Scott, and Dakota, and the other 


one dips down, I believe, through Rice County.  


MR. RICE:  Okay.  All right.


MR. POORKER:  So we have two alternates.  


MR. RICE:  Some of this might sound kind 
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of redundant.  What percentage of the power provided 


by the system is going to consumers in Minnesota, do 


you know?  Or what is the end result of the line?  


Who is it going to serve, and... 


MR. EK:  That comes to a question of need 


that's answered -- or analyzed, I should say, 


analyzed and addressed in the need process.  And I 


guess I should describe that there's -- we're here 


tonight, it's called the routing process.  What's 


been going on for two, maybe three years -- I'm not 


part of the need process, so I can't get into real 


detail, just big details.  But what it is, they've 


been discussing the need for the project and the 


need for the energy in Minnesota and the need for 


where it's going, the need for the power lines, the 


timing, the type, the size, all that stuff is need.  


And that's -- that's kind of wrapped up here in the 


last month.  


And, as a matter of fact, next week the 


Public Utilities Commission on Wednesday will hear 


oral arguments from all those folks that have been 


intervenors and so forth and have been involved in 


that need process.  They will -- they will hear 


their final, you know, oral arguments when it -- 


when it pertains to this need issue.  Thursday, the 
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16th, the next day, the Public Utilities Commission 


will deliberate.  And essentially what that means, 


they'll -- there's five commission members, and they 


will sit and go through all the data they have been 


going through and look at the summaries and the oral 


arguments, all the information, and they will make a 


decision that day on whether this project is needed. 


MR. RICE:  Okay.


MR. EK:  Should they decide it's not 


needed, this whole routing goes away.  We end there.  


There's no more routing because the transmission 


line is not needed.  If they say yes, it is 


needed -- and there may be some fashion, different 


types of need they put in there, elements of need -- 


the project would continue, the routing would 


continue from today on.  Those meetings are open to 


the public.  They're not opportunities for the 


public to raise their hand to comment.  Essentially 


it's just an opportunity to listen -- 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- on what's -- you know, what 


they've heard.  It's been a long, long process, a 


lot of input from a lot of folks.  So that would be 


an opportunity just for the public to listen and 


finally hear what the PUC might decide when it comes 
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to need.  And this need decision not only includes 


this Brookings line, but three other lines that are 


included in this CapX -- broader CapX.  


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  Yeah.  That question, when you 


get the percentages where it's going, that's a need 


question that I couldn't answer tonight.


MR. RICE:  Yeah, I was just concerned 


that, you know, if it's for the neighbors, it's 


different than if it's going to Chicago, I guess.  


For me personally, that's all I was getting to.


MR. EK:  Oh.  Oh.  Well, I can answer 


that.  You know, the line is being built to pull 


some of that -- the wind energy that's coming on 


line on Buffalo Ridge in southwest Minnesota, and 


the reason for building the substations and 


upgrading the substations is to -- those are -- 


those are points where they can start to -- where 


they can distribute the energy that's coming on this 


new line into those local areas.


MR. RICE:  All right.


MR. EK:  So, no, it's not just a line to 


go across Minnesota to transfer energy somewhere 


else. 


MR. RICE:  Right.
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MR. EK:  There are those stopping points 


that will allow -- you know, hook the energy into 


the local areas along that line from those 


substations. 


MR. RICE:  All right.  Thank you.  


Let's see.  You have a map here.  But as 


my own property is laid out, the proposed power 


line, the yellow one, I think it's plan A, is to 


cross my driveway, but actually run parallel to my 


property about 75 to 100 feet away from my house.  


It's actually on someone else's property.  So all 


it's got to do is cross my driveway to get -- my 


driveway splits two 40-acre lots, basically, is what 


it is.  Is that -- hopefully that's clear.  


My wife took from the Lakeville meeting 


that, you know, with all the easement negotiations 


and payment, that as this line comes across and it 


only crosses 33-and-a-half feet of my land, that's 


what's negotiated.  It's not the devaluation of the 


property with this huge tower structure and 350,000 


volt line 75 feet away from my house.  I find that 


hard to understand.


MR. EK:  You're the photography studio, 


right?


MR. RICE:  Yes, I am.  
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MR. EK:  Okay.


MR. RICE:  I'm getting to that one.


MR. EK:  Sure.  The state doesn't deal 


with the whole easement issue and the easement 


negotiation.


MR. RICE:  You say it doesn't, Scott?  


MR. EK:  No, no, no.  So I'll let Craig 


talk to you about that whole easement process -- 


MR. RICE:  Okay. 


MR. EK:  -- and how that goes about.


MR. RICE:  All right.  Thank you - --


MR. POORKER:  Yeah, you bring up a good 


question, and an unfortunate -- unfortunate one.  


The easement acquisition process is a process where 


we acquire easements from only properties that are 


encumbered physically by the easement.  So -- and 


that question's come up a lot in the project about 


the proximity.  Some homes are going to be across 


the road from the transmission line, and the people 


whose property we cross will be compensated, and the 


people on the opposite side of the road don't get 


anything.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How can you 


justify that?  


MR. POORKER:  That's the way the easement 
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system works.  And that's one we do wrestle with, 


both my boss and I wrestle with that.  And we 


certainly understand that gets -- 


MR. RICE:  -- is that correct, though, 


Craig?  I mean, does that -- I understand the rules, 


but does that seem right?  


MR. POORKER:  That's the question that my 


boss and I wrestle with.  My background is easement 


acquisition, and we do wrestle with that one.  Would 


we be opposed to that?  That's something we'd like 


to do, but I'm not sure what avenue we would take to 


do that, because we've heard people along the route 


corridor at some of these meetings say -- for 


instance, a guy was a mile away, and he thought that 


was too close, and he wanted to be compensated as 


well.  I'm not sure where we start or where we end 


on that or what the amount would be. 


MR. RICE:  You'd think it would be a 


graduated thing.  I will tell you that, as I sit on 


my deck at my home, this line is probably going to 


be 100 feet away from my deck, right there out my 


front window, off my front step, on my neighbor's 


property.  And you're telling me that, you know, 


tough, you'll get your 33-and-a-half foot and you'll 


like it.  And I'm not sure I want to like that. 
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MR. POORKER:  Yeah.  And there are 


several instances like that on the 237-mile route, 


most definitely. 


MR. RICE:  Okay.  That's unfortunate.  I 


will tell you, though, from a devaluation 


standpoint, that if that line was there when I 


bought the property in 2002, I never would have 


purchased it.  Plus, I can almost guarantee you 


that, even with the bad times in the real estate 


market, I know for a fact that as people drive my 


half-mile-long driveway and as they drive up to my 


house and if this line goes in and they see it 


there, I guarantee some potential home buyer would 


turn around and head back out to the highway.  I'm 


almost positive that's going to happen because of 


this line, and I can't do a darn thing about it.  


That doesn't seem right to me. 


MR. POORKER:  That's a good point.  There 


are some people that will not buy a house by it or 


buy a house near a power line, and other people that 


don't care. 


MR. RICE:  You actually have people that 


don't care if they live 75 feet -- I just can't 


believe that. 


MR. POORKER:  I would invite you to take 
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a look in Monticello, Big Lake, Sherburne County, 


Elk River, St. -- St. Michael and Albertville, some 


of the fastest-growing real estate in the country.  


And if anybody knows anything about electricity and 


generation, Sherco -- Sherburne County -- 


Sherburne -- Xcel Energy has a plant up there, two 


plants, and there are transmission lines everywhere, 


bigger than we're talking about, and there are homes 


that are built right up against the right-of-way -- 


MR. RICE:  All right. 


MR. POORKER:  -- in those cities. 


MR. RICE:  Yeah.  Okay.  I don't doubt 


that for a second.  I would like to get a list of 


potential buyers from you in the event the house 


does go on the market.  


I am -- so, Craig, just to follow up on 


that, just one little thing.  I promise I'm just 


about done.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You're doing fine.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Keep going.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Take your time.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Hang in there. 


MR. POORKER:  I've got all night.  I'll 


be here till the last person leaves.


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Forget about him. 
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MR. RICE:  So are we clear that you don't 


pick routes because -- I can't remember if I said 


this or not.  But the land in front of me is owned 


by someone else, and they live in Marshall, 


Minnesota.  Is the decision to -- I think you kind 


of covered this in the economic or human element.  


But is the decision -- they don't care if the line 


is there.  They'll get a fat check because it's 


going to cross 80 acres of their property, and I'm 


the one living 75 feet away from the power line.  Is 


the decision to put that power line -- hopefully the 


intent is not to go for absent landowners.  Is that 


coming into the equation?


MR. POORKER:  No.  When we routed this 


transmission line, we did not look at who owned 


what.  That's not how we routed it.  In fact, we 


route some of this transmission line by people that 


are co-op board members for our company.  And so we 


did not take a look at who owned what.  But we do 


try to -- in your case we tried to be -- I think we 


drew a proposed -- 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. POORKER:  -- center line in there.  


But that's where the center line is going to be, 


unless the State tells us that's where it's going to 
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be.  But we moved it over a little bit because of 


the tree situation.  That's why we kind of pushed it 


in that gentleman's field.  


MR. RICE:  Okay.  And that rolls into 


kind of the last couple of points here.  As 


submitted previously, my wife does run a pretty 


decent, thriving photography studio out of our home 


north of Hampton.  The land that we have there has 


helps grow business and attract future customers.  


We've done kind of an informal deal with some folks 


that have used -- she has about a thousand clients 


that have come over these last few years.  And I 


don't have it in paper and I can't submit something; 


but, informally speaking, some of those clients say, 


oh, 350,000, no thanks, and turn around and head the 


other way.


Impact a business, impact a female-owned, 


sole proprietor business.  Is there any -- any 


credit given to something like that that I 


perceive -- and maybe you guys don't, but I perceive 


will be huge when a pregnant woman wants baby 


pictures, they takes pictures of herself pregnant 


and three months later comes with her kids -- or kid 


or kids, depending on octu-mom or something.  But 


the literature in a lot of the papers written about 
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EMF, as Scott had talked about, there's concern, 


health concerns with infants, with pregnant women.  


I'm concerned that having that line 75 feet from my 


house, every customer that comes to the studio is 


going to drive underneath it.  What's that going to 


do to potential customers?  My wife is 38 years old.  


For the next 25 years, what's that going to do?  And 


how does that -- how is that right?  


I don't -- and I'm just a little guy, a 


little drift in the sea here.  I understand that.  


But to me that just doesn't seem right that all 


those folks -- that the line could come through 


virgin territory and impact -- help your business or 


other businesses, but hurt ones that are established 


and already there.  I don't understand that.  And I 


need an explanation on why that's okay.  


MR. POORKER:  Is it okay?  I would not 


say that it's okay.  But if there's an impacted 


business, I'm not sure what the law says on that, 


but that's probably something different.  Just like 


if the county put a median in front of a gas station 


and impacts that business, even though they didn't 


have to buy an easement from that person, they may 


have affected his business.  And I believe there's 


law there that addresses that.  And the law, I think 
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it's called going concern -- 


MR. RICE:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  -- which affects a 


business.  


MR. RICE:  Where would I find that 


information?  


MR. POORKER:  Probably a land attorney.  


MR. RICE:  Land attorney.


MR. POORKER:  Certainly.  Sure.  


MR. RICE:  David Paulen (phonetic) -- I 


don't know if anyone else has gotten that, but I've 


gotten four or five pieces of mailing from 


attorneys.  So I may have to do that.  I heard one 


of the fellows here talking about the hair, when you 


stand underneath these high-power lines, the hair on 


your arms going up.  I'm not an engineer and I'm 


obviously not the smartest guy in the room, but I'm 


concerned about that.  Lots of people at the 


business.  I have a wife and a child, a 14-year-old 


daughter.  I'm concerned about that.  And I -- what 


assurance do I have that that isn't going to screw 


us up, this being 100 feet away from my front door?  


What assurance does an average homeowner have?  


MR. EK:  I can tell you we've studied 


this over and over the last 30 years.  You know, I 
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live in the Cities, I drive under transmission 


lines, my hair doesn't fly up.  I have transmission 


lines -- or distribution lines with transformers 


right 30 feet from my house.  The literature we've 


studied in the past has said there is not a 


causal -- they have not found a causal link between 


electric magnetic fields and cancer or leukemia.  


They have found that the link, if there is one, it's 


little.  So science has continued to study that 


research because it is little.  It's not -- it's not 


none.  There is still -- there is still the 


possibility of a small impact.  They don't -- you 


know, there's two sides to this, two sides of the 


fence.  And that's something we're -- we are going 


to study in this EIS.  In the past we haven't found 


it to be an issue.  


There's many studies.  And, fortunately, 


throughout those scoping meetings, I have received 


additional new studies and information and links to 


information and documents.  We're going to work with 


the Department of Health.  We may even go farther 


than that to beef up this whole subject on electric 


and magnetic fields and the impact that it could or 


could not have in this EIS.  And this is a great 


opportunity for us to do that. 
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MR. RICE:  Okay. 


MR. EK:  So we're taking this very 


seriously.  You know, it's a tough subject, because 


you have people out there that say no, it's not a 


problem.  You have people out there that say they 


do -- that it is.  So it's -- and you don't know who 


to believe.  So -- but we're going to tackle this 


subject as best we can -- 


MR. RICE:  All right.


MR. EK:  -- and try to provide the 


greatest amount of information and the proper 


information to folks in the environmental impact 


statement.  And I just wanted to comment, you 


seem -- you sound like you're relegated that this 


line is already going to go through your property, 


it's a done deal.  And I know your wife submitted to 


me an alternative and everything.  And that's -- 


that's exactly what we're looking for.  This is, 


remember, a proposal.  


MR. RICE:  Right.  That's why I wanted to 


treat it like it was going to happen.  I don't want 


to be lulled into complacency and one day wake up 


and have the forms of a 100-foot tower poured 


outside my front door.


MR. EK:  Sure.  But at the same time you 
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don't want to stand still and not let your voice be 


heard.  


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  So we don't know.  


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  So I do have your wife's -- 


MR. RICE:  Yep. 


MR. EK:  -- letter, the map.  


MR. RICE:  Yep. 


MR. EK:  Even the brochure of your 


photography studio.  


MR. RICE:  Yes.  If you need some 


pictures taken before the power line.


MR. EK:  I'd be happy to bring my 


daughters over there. 


MR. RICE:  That would be great.  We'll 


give you a good deal.


MR. EK:  But don't -- don't let it 


discourage you, because we look at these 


alternatives -- 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- and they are considered.  So 


very, very often, routes change -- 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- in applications as they 
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come -- once they come in and once they go out, they 


can look very different -- 


MR. RICE:  Right. 


MR. EK:  -- and that is due to public 


comment -- 


MR. RICE:  Right.


MR. EK:  -- so -- and impacts that we 


study in environmental impact statements.  


MR. RICE:  Thank you, Mr. Ek, I 


appreciate that.  I'm just not sure what to tell a 


customer that says is that going to hurt me and me 


quoting somebody's paper, when there's just as much 


information that states otherwise.  I'm not sure how 


that's going to carry. 


MR. EK:  Yeah.  I understand.  I 


understand. 


MR. RICE:  Okay.


MR. EK:  It's a tough subject.  


MR. RICE:  All right.  I guess, in 


closing, then, I'll say that, you know, there's 11 


utility companies -- I think I read that in the 


literature -- taking part in the project.  And I'm 


sure every one of them's got a full staff of smart 


engineers and designers, and the State's, obviously, 


Office of Energy Security, filled with good smart 
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people.  And it seems like there's lots of other 


options on the table or potential tweaks that would 


decrease the human impact and decrease business 


impact.  And I hoping that as you work your way 


through this process at all that you consider -- I 


wouldn't move in next to a line, and I bet you most 


people in this room wouldn't move next to a line -- 


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why don't you ask 


for a show of hands?  


MR. RICE:  I don't know that that's 


appropriate.  But I will tell you that we were here 


first, and I wouldn't move in if it was there.  And 


I think -- don't lose sight of that, please.  And 


thank you for the opportunity. 


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments, sir.


If you could state and spell your name 


for the court reporter, please. 


MR. SCHLUEER:  Paul Schlueer from Stanton 


Township, S-C-H-L-U-E-E-R.


Some of the questions I have --


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't hear you.


MR. SCHLUEER:  My question is how many 


other power lines of 345 kilovolts are in the state 


right now?  You mentioned a little bit ago that 


Sherco was one.  And how many miles of these lines 
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are presently in the state, and -- do you know?  Can 


you tell me or...  


MR. EK:  You know, offhand there are 


other 345 kilovolt lines.  Off the top of my head, I 


couldn't tell you how many. 


MR. SCHLUEER:  Do we find it on the map 


or your website or something?


MR. EK:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  Actually, on 


our website there is a map of transmission lines 


throughout Minnesota.  It's on the website that's in 


the handout, as a matter of fact.


MR. SCHLUEER:  Can we look at them or...  


MR. EK:  Yes, sir.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  Anything higher than 


345 kilovolts. 


MR. EK:  I believe there are -- there 


are -- there are one or two that are higher than 


345.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  Is it possible that this 


line could be increased beyond voltage higher than 


345 in the future?  


MR. EK:  That's an engineering and, I 


guess, that's a planning question by the power 


companies.  I couldn't answer that from the state's 


perspective.  
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MR. POORKER:  There are several hundred 


mile -- hundreds of miles of 345 kV transmission 


lines in the state.  An example of one is right up 


northeast of Hampton, just on the northeast corner 


of Hampton on the easterly side of Highway 52.  


Those are an H-frame, wood-frame structure.  There's 


a corner out there in the Mauers' (phonetic) field.  


It's a big lattice structure.  That is a 345 kV 


transmission line, and that's one that we want to 


hook into to connect that grid system.  


There's another 345 line that goes 


through Le Sueur County and Scott County and Helena 


and Derrynane Township.  It kind of runs at a 


diagonal.  That's a 345 kV line.  There are bigger 


lines.  There's a 400-kV DC line that runs from 


North Dakota down to the southwest metro area, and 


there's also a 500 kilovolt line running from -- I'm 


not sure what the starting point is in Chicago 


County, but it does go through Chicago up to the 


north into Manitoba.  And there are several 345-kV 


lines. 


MR. SCHLUEER:  Okay.  Has there been any 


studies of people that live right under those lines 


that have been affected or people complain about the 


effect of the EMF?
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MR. POORKER:  Let me address your other 


question first.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  Okay.


MR. POORKER:  And that was, could this 


line ever be upgraded to something bigger.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  Yes.


MR. POORKER:  Without going through a 


whole process just like this one, it could not.  I'm 


not sure if you're talking physically or if you're 


talking by easement or whatever. 


MR. SCHLUEER:  No.  That might be voltage 


wise, going to a higher voltage.


MR. POORKER:  No, if it's built at 345 


and that's what the permit is for, that's all it can 


operate at.  It can't operate higher than that.  It 


has to be 345 because of the transformers that are 


in the substation.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  You would have to get 


another permit to go higher?


MR. POORKER:  Right, that's exactly 


right.  Go through the whole process, both need and 


routing permit, too.  


MR. SCHLUEER:  Do you know if there's 


been any studies about under those big lines that 


people have had problems with electromagnetic fields 
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or anything?  


MR. EK:  No, no.  The State put out a 


White Paper, and I forget the date, but in those -- 


you know, this is before my time.  So I can say that 


I guess I can't comment on all the studies, but the 


studies we use and we have in our literature for 


EIS's and EA's today, we indicate that no, that 


there is -- is no risk.  And what the Department of 


Health said in their White Paper that was issued -- 


done in Minnesota, they called for prudent 


avoidance.  What that means is, you know, just have 


common sense and stay away from the power lines.  


But here's the thing.  This is old data, 


you know.  This has been done -- this has been done 


way back.  You know, we're talking 30-year data.  So 


this is -- this is our opportunity now, for this 


project, to take a look at some of that new data 


that has come out and really dig into that and, you 


know, supplement or maybe even refute the data that 


we've had in the past with the new data that's come 


out, because they're constantly doing studies.  So 


it's hard for me to comment on old projects because 


I wasn't even around.  So -- but I can just -- all I 


can tell you is that this is very well known to us, 


just talking to my boss today about it, that EMF is 
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high, probably number one here on this project to 


take a look at and beef up on that subject and the 


information that we provide to the public. 


MR. SCHLUEER:  All right. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MR. HUDDLESTON:  My name is Jerry 


Huddleston, H-U-D-D-L-E-S-T-O-N.  Well, I'll see if 


I can be any more awkward going forward.  


Well, I'd like to thank the Office of 


Energy Security for the opportunity to listen to our 


voices and concerns that we have about working 


transmission line.  It's great to see so many folks 


and see representatives from the state and from.  


Like all the folks here, we are certainly 


concerned about the effect that the transmission 


line is going to have on human and environmental 


futures in our community.  We are planning to pass a 


resolution at the next city council meeting, which 


would be next Tuesday, asking the Minnesota Public 


Utilities Commission to locate the transmission line 


outside of the city of Hampton.  


I can briefly summarize some of the 


concerns that we have.  We're concerned that our 


residents and our businesses will not receive market 


value for property taken for the purpose of the 
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transmission line.  We're also concerned about the 


effect on the market value of property adjacent to 


the transmission line, such as the gentleman who 


spoke first.  We're concerned about the 


environmental impact of the large structure, 


conductors and the substation.  We're concerned 


about the human impact, the noise and 


electromagnetic fields of transmission lines and the 


potential health risks it may pose to our families 


and our children that live near the transmission 


line.  


I'm not sure how much influence we can 


have over the routing process, but we certainly ask 


that you take into consideration the concerns we 


have and the effect that this transmission line will 


have on our community, our homes, our businesses, 


and our property.  You know, there's really no 


question in my mind that I wouldn't buy property 


that had a power line running through it, like this 


gentleman said earlier.  And I can't imagine more 


than just a handful of people that actually would do 


that.  


That's all I have.  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Could I just ask you -- or 


confirm something?  You said you were going to send 
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a letter to the Public Utilities Commission?  You're 


more than welcome to do that.  But I would also ask 


that you send it to me as well, to the Office of 


Energy Security, because it would be as a comment 


and an alternative.  So just to make -- because we 


handle that part of it and we funnel all that 


information to the PUC.  And you can send it to the 


PUC too.  I just ask that it comes to us as well so 


we have that, just so it doesn't get lost somewhere 


in the PUC and so we have that information.  


MR. HUDDLESTON:  Okay.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


MS. JOHNSON:  Hi, I'm Trish, T-R-I-S-H.  


Johnson, S-O-N.  And I have a letter here from a 


neighbor who was not able to be here and he wanted 


me to read it into the record.  


Dear Ms. Johnson, I will be out of town 


on business and will be unable to attend the 


April 8th or 9th power line public meeting.  Please 


read this letter in its entirety into the record at 


that public meeting.  


I am not in favor of routing a large 


power line in front of my property at 2757 East 


220th Street between Farmington and Hampton, 


Minnesota.  I already have a power line in front of 
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my property, and it disrupts my farming activities.  


My property has been offered for sale.  One of the 


selling features is an excellent view of the woods 


to the south.  This view would be compromised if the 


proposed power line were built in front of the 


property.  


A number of health issues exist with 


respect to cancer and other diseases caused by 


electromagnetic fields which arise from electric 


power transmission.  This would result in a major 


reduction in property value.  The proposed power 


line route following 220th Street would disrupt 


wetlands and woodlands, which add much to the appeal 


of the area.  


I have reviewed the proposed power line 


route information provided.  There are other 


possible routes and technology which would cause 


less loss of market value and less potential health 


hazards.  


Sincerely, Bruce Lamp.  


And that's L-A-M-P.  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  Thank you for your 


comments.  


MS. JOHNSON:  I need to give -- I'll give 


this to Ray. 
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MR. EK:  Okay.  Great.


MR. REINARDY:  Marlin Reinardy, 


R-E-I-N-A-R-D-Y, the City of Hampton.  I'm involved 


with both this line and also the line going to 


Rochester and La Crosse.  I'm aware that this 


meeting isn't about that line, but on the alternate 


route that runs through Hampton, also the same 


proposal that they're proposing for that line.  I 


realize the permit hasn't been put in for it, but at 


least their plans are to put it.  


And I guess my question is, how close 


would you put two high-voltage power lines?  Now, I 


understand that one could possibly carry up to 


750,000 volts.  Now, we've got this one.  They're 


saying that it would probably carry 345 plus that 


750.  So all of a sudden we're talking 13,000 volts 


together.  How close together would you put these 


two lines?  


MR. EK:  The State's not aware of a 700 


or higher volt line.  Craig, are you?  I'm not quite 


sure. 


MR. POORKER:  The other transmission 


line, I think, is the one you are talking about that 


goes down to Rochester and La Crosse?


MR. REINARDY:  Yes. 
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MR. POORKER:  That's also a 345. 


MR. REINARDY:  I just got back in town.  


I was out of the town for the last two months, but I 


have read this since I've been back the last two 


days.  So either somebody's got erroneous 


information -- but even if it's just a 345, how 


close would you put these two together?


MR. POORKER:  That's something for the 


planning engineers.  I think that's probably 


addressed in the need portion of the project.  I 


think it's -- I've heard talk that they can -- and I 


think this is probably changing, but it used to be 


that they were supposed to be a mile away, and that 


is so that -- from each other, and that is so that 


if one line went down in a storm, perhaps the other 


one would stay up and it wouldn't have such a 


serious situation as if the two of them went down.  


But I'm not 100 percent sure on that, because that 


has changed recently in some FERC rules.


MR. REINARDY:  Okay.  In this 


right-of-way, this 150-foot right-of-way, what 


restrictions are in that?


MR. POORKER:  Okay.  When we purchase an 


easement for an electric transmission line, the 


rights that we purchase from you as a landowner 
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would be the right to build that transmission line 


and to maintain it and to operate it, and that's 


all.  It's still -- there are no other restrictions 


other than restrictions on buildings in it, new 


buildings, and also tall trees or anything that 


might come in contact with the wires.  It's still 


your private property.  Nobody else can use it.  


They can't put a bike path on it or other 


infrastructure of any kind in that.  It's still your 


private property.  And if anybody else wants to bury 


something in there or put anything else, even on the 


poles, they would have to get another easement from 


you as the landowner.  


MR. REINARDY:  Okay.  Where this would 


border the highway right-of-way, will these two 


right-of-ways overlap?  For instance, if you got 


150 feet in the highway sitting there -- say State 


Highway 52, I believe, is a hundred feet of 


right-of-way -- does yours go outside that or will 


yours border into that 100 feet?  


MR. POORKER:  That's something we'd have 


to negotiate with MnDOT.  But in most cases when we 


go along a highway, we like to be right up against 


the right-of-way line of that highway so that the 


over -- so that the rights-of-way do overlap.







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


35


MR. REINARDY:  So you're saying then it 


would run under the east side of 52, as the 


alternate plan; for 150 feet back, it would be 


nothing.  That's a commercial area where it would be 


going through.  So we basically kill the commercial; 


is that what you said?  


MR. POORKER:  I don't know exactly where 


the route is that's going to be chosen.  I think 


part of ours does run up Highway 52, and I'm not 


sure what the zoning may be right there or what is 


there offhand without looking at it.  


MR. REINARDY:  It's commercial now.


Mr. POORKER:  Okay.  


MR. REINARDY:  I guess that would be my 


concern, is that basically -- for the city of 


Hampton, basically the only business district they 


have and the only potential in the future for 


commercial growth.  And this line goes near within 


150 feet, we've basically killed any commercial.  


MR. EK:  Just -- I think maybe you might 


be talking about sharing right-of-ways.  It kind of 


sounds like it.  And that's one of the options that 


I think Craig was getting to in dealing with 


different county or MnDOT transportation 


departments.  What would happen is they'd work out a 
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deal where they'd put the transmission lines as 


close as they can to the right-of- way.  They'd 


share -- they'd share that 75 feet on one side of 


the transmission line with that existing road 


right-of-way.  So then they'd only have to incur the 


other 75 feet on the other side of the road 


right-of-way.  So it wouldn't be that 150 feet 


because they'd be sharing 75 of it.  And, then, 


depending how far out from the road, you know, you'd 


subtract that from 75 and whatnot and add to it, I 


guess I should say.  So...


MR. REINARDY:  How about the frontage 


road, can a frontage road be within that 150 feet?  


MR. POORKER:  That's a good question.  


Frontage roads are usually probably owned by the 


city or the township or the county, something like 


that.  Again, we'd have to visit with the land -- or 


with the transportation authority of that, whether 


it's the county or the township or the city.  We 


have to get permits from all those folks and visit 


with them about where they would like it placed.  


And usually they're going to want us right close to 


the right-of-way so we're not a hazard to the 


driving public.


MR. REINARDY:  There's currently a 
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frontage road in the area.  What happens to that?  


MR. POORKER:  We're not going to be 


setting poles in the middle of a roadway, so I don't 


know that specific location.  But I think if you 


have concerns with the highway, with the frontage 


road and with the City of Hampton, I think what 


Scott is looking for is for those comments or 


concerns.  


MR. REINARDY:  I would -- if it's going 


to go there, I would recommend it went further east 


to the city line.  Obviously you're pushing it, but 


it would at least have less effect as far as the 


City of Hampton and the residents.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  And, sir, what I might suggest 


is the computer stations back there, Maybe you could 


go and they can zoom in on that area, print you out 


a map, and you could submit it to me or Ray and show 


us the area you're talking about, and we can include 


that in our comments, and it's something we'll look 


at as an alternative. 


MR. REINARDY:  Thank you. 


MR. EK:  Thank you.  


Additional comments?  


MR. HUSEETH:  John Huseth, Sogan 


(phonetic) Valley Trail, Dennison, Minnesota.  
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H-U-S-E-T-H.  Hi, my name is John Huseth, Sogan 


Valley Trail, Dennison.  And I'm just going to 


breeze over this.  I put together a packet of 


comments that I'll be able to submit as information 


for you.  


Fourth generation dairy farmer.  We're 


not involved with the siting here right at Hampton.  


But it's south of here, so the siting at Hampton 


does have an effect here.  To me there's been not 


enough research done and there needs to be more 


research done on the effects of transmission lines 


with concentrated feedlots of hoofed animals.  


There's been a few research.  And if you look out 


for that research, it's done, out there, but clearly 


it hasn't been done on a level with enough cows to 


look at the number of variations that can happen.  


Unfortunately, my family's lived through 


this on another feedlot site, and we choose not to 


live through this again on another one of our 


feedlot sites with unwanted ground current.  What 


I've done for you, in just summation, is I included 


in here some general losses of our concentrated 


feedlot at another location.  If you wish to contact 


me further and talk further and get more in depth in 


the amount of losses we lost there, I'd be more than 
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happy to go through that with you.  


I also included in this packet an 


advertisement from Xcel Energy that came out about 


three months earlier, and I did present it to the 


individuals that are working on our part of the 


line.  But it was kind of humorous because, as I was 


working on the presentation with them, it says, Xcel 


Energy wants to partner with you to help solve your 


voltage problems.  So obviously Xcel Energy, through 


this advertisement, is admitting that there could be 


a problem out there, and they want to work with the 


dairy farmers to figure out how we can solve the 


problem.  So what I guess we're here today telling 


you and what I told folks before is we're willing to 


partner with you to help solve these problems, and 


that's why we're here today.  


The other part of it is a transmission 


line study done by Donald Hillman.  He's a Ph.D. out 


of Michigan State University.  And that dealt with a 


transmission line and some of the readings they were 


taking off underneath that transmission line that 


was built in very close proximity to a feedlot.  I 


also included another study, also by Dr. Hillman, 


Charles Ishi and Richard Moser that was presented at 


the 12th International Conference on Production 
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Diseases of Farm Animals.  So for your reading 


pleasure, I would appreciate it if you would also 


look at that.  


I also included in here, which I'm sure 


Xcel and your lawyer department, you're well aware 


of, there are a number of cases which you have been 


involved with regarding concentrated feedlots and 


the effect of unwanted ground current.  In that 


particular article, it just talks about the cases, 


some of them settled.  Some have not been settled.  


But if you're not aware of the problems out there, I 


would suggest you talk to your legal department 


because they're fully -- they've been fully 


entrenched in those.  


And then last, I'm not a hog guy, but I 


did also include a study from National Hog Farmer 


Magazine, and that one also outlines, actually, a 


case study of a very, very large hog operation that 


dealt with breeding animals and the affects of 


unwanted currents on that particular operation.  


So I would encourage you to read through 


these.  I would encourage you to do your due 


diligence, and you need to really research where 


you're going to site this thing and what in 


proximity.  Because economic activity in this state 
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is kind of a buzzword right now.  According to the 


governor and the legislature, I don't think we have 


enough of it right now to pay our bills.  So we're 


asking that we -- we're asking you, please let us 


pay our fair share of taxes and make a buck out of 


it.  Thanks for your time. 


MR. EK:  No, thank you.  And I'll tell 


you what, thanks for -- can I just grab that 


information now?  


MR. HUSETH:  You bet.


MR. EK:  Because that's fantastic, 


because that's exactly what we're looking for.  And 


to answer your -- this is just going to help.  And 


just to let you know, that subject of stray voltage 


and induced voltage and so forth has come up at 


every single meeting we've had since last Monday.  


So we know it's an issue.  


We do know, of course, across this whole 


line it's not going to happen, but there are -- it 


is -- it happens.  I will tell you it does happen.  


And we will -- that's another one of those subjects 


that are right up there at the top that people are 


really concerned about, and it's fantastic that 


we're getting this new information to take a look at 


and include in an environmental impact statement.  
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And we will do our due diligence and provide the 


best information possible when it comes to 


proposing -- or I guess funneling all this 


information to the PUC for their decision on whether 


to permit the line and where it should go when they 


make that decision.  So thank you very much.


MR. HUSETH:  Thank you for your 


consideration.


MR. JOHNSON:  This is Robert Johnson.  


Well, I'd like to touch on a few points before 


reading part of a prepared statement for the record 


with respect to the CapX Brookings to Hampton 


transmission routing issue.  


And the first point I'd like to make is 


that a lot of us are frustrated with this whole 


process and the prospect of having power lines going 


near our homes and power poles on our properties.  


And a lot of that frustration, I think, comes from 


the fact that we feel perhaps our destiny -- our 


control of our destiny is outside of our personal 


control.  Somebody else has taken over.  We're 


battling a group of 11 utilities with respect to the 


need and the routing in this whole project.  And, 


unfortunately, nice people such as Scott come out to 


these meetings, and they're the face of the 
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utilities.  


Scott and I don't know each other; 


however, I do know that he's been at any number of 


these meetings, six, seven, eight or nine of them in 


the last week or so, and I've got to believe that 


he's been beaten up on at every single one.  I don't 


think that -- of all the reports we've heard from 


folks we've had at the Marshall meeting, Henderson 


meeting, New Prague meeting, Lakeville meeting, I 


don't think that anyone has come forward and said, 


this sounds like a wonderful idea to me, I'm happy 


to have these power lines coming through.  So all 


this negativity gets brought past toward these two 


gentlemen.  And I want to say, Scott, you've 


probably got the worst job in Minnesota right now.  


And we're aware of that and appreciate what you're 


going through.  


And at the same time when you and your 


staff get around to writing the environmental impact 


study, I hope you'll remember that these are real 


people with real lives who are all here and maybe 


overlook some of the beating up you've gotten, if 


that's possible, and think about what you've really 


heard as you've been out in the communities of 


Minnesota and give consideration, seriously, to what 
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it is you're supposed to be doing with that 


environmental impact statement, which I'm sure you 


will.  And I can tell just by looking at Scott, he's 


pretty tired.  


A couple of other comments.  I'd like to 


share some thoughts with you that have come back to 


me.  And by way of introduction, my name is Bob 


Johnson.  I and my wife live just west of Hampton 


along 220th Street.  I'm a professional in the 


national real estate investment industry.  I've 


owned a company that's operated nationally for 


39 years.  I'm considered somewhat of an expert in 


real estate analysis and valuation.  My wife and I 


own 100 acres of property around along 220th Street 


and are highly concerned about the part of the 


transmission project that's proposed to come along 


200th Street and then go to the substation that's 


proposed to be built north of Hampton for tying the 


345 line down to Prairie Island, and then from there 


to La Crosse and Chicago and places beyond.  


A couple of -- a couple of points, 


without wanting to personalize this.  I do want to 


mention, just as a citizen, that it's important that 


all of you and all of us attending these meetings -- 


and this is the last one, I believe -- I understand 







1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25


45


that Craig's a great guy, but he's here as a 


representative of the utilities who are for profit 


or which are for-profit companies.  And I think at 


the end of the day what the utilities would really 


prefer, probably, that these meetings didn't occur 


or went away or something.  You know, what they want 


is for the lines to go in in the most efficient, 


cost-effective way possible.  And I'm not standing 


up here proposing to you they just trample on 


people's rights without caring about it, but I 


didn't get the feeling in any of the meetings that 


I've attended that I could really rely on the 


utilities to look out for my best interests as a 


property owner.  I have to look out for my best 


interests, and they're looking out for their 


interests, and that's a tension between the two 


groups.  


And while it's okay to attend these 


meetings -- and it's great to attend these meetings, 


and Scott's office needs and wants input from all of 


us.  What we say here tonight really probably 


doesn't amount to a whole lot.  What really counts 


is submitting your concerns and your comments in 


writing to Scott's office.  You need to write to 


your state legislators.  You need to write to the 
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governors.  You should write to the executives of 


the companies involved.  You should make phone 


calls.  You have to be as vocal and as outspoken, 


preferably in writing, as you possibly can.  


Somebody told me that in these sorts of 


process, if you don't write it and send it in, as 


far as the utilities and governmental agencies are 


concerned, you're invisible.  You've got to do this 


writing.  Last Saturday I wrote 25 letters.  It 


didn't take long.  There's no reason when you go 


home this week you can't write 50.  You have to do 


that kind of thing.  Otherwise it really doesn't 


count.  


And I suppose the flip side of that is if 


these power lines end up going over your home or 


there's a pole in your living room, figuratively 


speaking, you've got nothing to complain about if 


you didn't stand up and exercise your rights as 


citizens and express your thoughts and your 


concerns.  


A couple of responses to some comments I 


heard this evening which echo questions and answers 


from other meetings.  With respect to the PUC, one 


of my concerns as someone who has been studying this 


issue for about the last three months -- and some of 
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my staff has been helping out with that as well -- 


one of my concerns is that of the five members on 


the Public Utilities Commission, none of them are 


electrical engineers.  And, Scott, if I say 


something that's all wet here, stop me, or Craig.  I 


don't believe that any of them are electrical 


engineers.  There are no urban planners.  There are 


no Ph.D.'s in medical studies or transmission, 


nothing on that.  Three of them are lawyers, I don't 


know the other two.  


This is the largest project to come 


through the state of Minnesota in 30 to 50 years, 


maybe, since the '70s.  It's the largest project of 


this sort that the Office of Energy Security has 


handled.  And I'm a little concerned that the 


members of the PUC at least -- I'm sure everyone in 


Scott's office is familiar with this thing.  But I'm 


concerned about the members of the PUC may be in 


over their head determining whether or not the need 


is really there and whether or not it really makes 


the best possible sense.  There's a great deal of 


money on the table.  This is a 2 to $4 billion 


project when you add everything all up.  There 


are -- there's lots of money to be made.  And in my 


experience in business for 39 years, I've learned 
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one thing; and that is, when there's lots of money 


on the table, there are lots of conflicts of 


interest that float up and other strange things 


happen.  


I have concerns about the process 


involved in all of this.  And if you have concerns 


about any of that, I hope that you, like I, will 


write to Scott, write to your legislators, do those 


kinds of things.  


Somebody asked where most of this power 


is going to go.  Eventually it seems to me that most 


of it goes to Chicago and markets east.  There's a 


proposed upgrade of the lines from Buffalo Ridge 


wind farms into the metroplex area and some 


improvements up around the St. Cloud area.  But the 


345 lines -- which, by the way, the utilities have 


already -- have either already applied for or are 


already planning on upsizing to double the 345 in 


the Hampton area.  Most of this stuff is going to 


tie into the lines going out to Prairie Island, 


La Crosse, jump the river to La Crosse, and go to 


eastern markets.  


I think that's right, is it not, Craig?  


MR. POORKER:  I don't know.


MR. JOHNSON:  Don't know?  Okay.  Well, 
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Craig's a -- Craig's a senior field representative, 


and you can get on the websites and check some of 


these yourself.  


With respect to wind energy -- and we're 


all interested in green energy.  The wind -- the 


wind energy thing in Minnesota is rather 


interesting.  And without a lot of detail, I want to 


share with you that, as far as I'm aware, neither 


Xcel nor any of the CapX utility members have any 


contracts to take any wind energy at this time.  


And, in fact, they don't have any obligation under 


the law to do so.  I believe that's accurate.  And 


according to the news release put out last Thursday, 


with a 180-page supplement added to it by CapX, the 


coal-fired and hydrocarbon-fired generating plants 


northwest of the Twin Cities, if they're brought on 


line would, in fact, tend to squeeze out the energy 


coming up from the wind farms.  That's in CapX's 


document, their news release last Thursday.  


So where wind energy is concerned, I'm 


not convinced personally that this project and the 


pain that Minnesota is going to go through to pay 


for all this, really gets us much of that.  The 


initial project is -- costs about $1.72 billion.  


I've seen any number of estimates.  Even though the 
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electricity that's generated in the Dakotas by 


burning coal and shipped east across Minnesota is 


sold in other markets, Minnesota will pay about 


80 percent of the whole project through rate 


increases.  


Somebody asked at Lakeville last night if 


the rates will go up.  And I'm not sure that the 


answer really was that your rates will go up, but I 


saw on the website -- and I've made a copy of it, 


which I'll put in the record -- that either Xcel or 


CapX has already submitted a rate increase -- rate 


increase application for this.  So to the extent 


that anybody thinks rates aren't going to go up to 


pay for all this, they will, and you're going to be 


the ones doing it.  


A couple of last thoughts, and then I'm 


just going to read a few comments for the record.  


Somebody asked about the fairness of not 


being paid for property real close to an easement.  


I think that was Mr. Rice back there.  And Craig 


said that he and his boss struggled with this.  


Sorry, Craig, I would suggest that a way you could 


stop struggling is to simply write some checks.  


Xcel alone, in the last 12 months, made net after 


tax $641 million.  I would suggest that, out of that 
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$641 million in net income, maybe Craig and his boss 


could convince some of the folks to write some 


checks and make some payments.  


Last night at Lakeville Craig said that 


3,500 homes are negatively impacted between Hampton 


and the Brookings western end of this thing.  Run a 


little numbers -- a few little numbers, and if you 


paid each one of them a half a million dollars cash, 


you wouldn't burn up much of the CapX total profit 


very fast, unless you paid them all off.  Anyway, if 


CapX or Xcel or Great River is struggling with the 


ethics or the morality of all this, I suggest that 


one thing that you could do so you won't feel badly 


at night is you and your boss get up there and go 


see those white collar guys and get a checkbook out 


and start writing some checks to people.  That's not 


going to happen, but that's -- that would make Craig 


feel better.  


With respect to EMF transmission, there's 


a report on the Internet from Dr. Carpenter.  If you 


haven't read Dr. Carpenter's report, that's a good 


place to begin.  The research that's out there 


indicates fairly strongly that there is a reasonably 


good connection between a doubling of the rate of 


leukemia in children under three, the spontaneous 
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miscarriage of women, pregnant women in the first 


trimester.  There's no literature that says I 


believe it's causative of cancer, but it acts as a 


precursor, a conditioning for cancer to occur.  I 


will stand here up in front of you and say as an 


adult, I sure as hell don't want to live underneath 


one of those things, and I don't know anyone else 


who does either.  You can get Dr. Carpenter's report 


off the Internet.  If you can't find it there, then 


I'm going to have a phone number for you where you 


can call and get it.  


Lastly, if you're a concerned citizen, I 


would refer you to a couple of resource websites.  A 


very good one sponsored by a group in Minnesota 


named CEF -- CEFT or CETF.  Citizens Energy Task 


Force is a group of citizens, volunteers, dedicated 


to educating the public in Minnesota about this 


whole issue.  They're on the web at www.cetf.us, and 


you can find some pretty good resources and 


information on health there as well.  


And also on the web, of course, are the 


names and contact information of all your state 


legislators.  


And, with that little bit of background, 


I'd like to read just a few comments into the 
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record.  


As I mentioned, my wife and I own a 


hundred acres of homestead property fronted along 


220th Street west of Hampton.  We built our home in 


1980 and have been working since then to improve it.  


What was once soybeans and cow pasture today is 


biologically diverse habitat of natural prairie 


grass, ponds, and woodland.  While the city of 


Hampton serves as a bedroom community to Minneapolis 


and St. Paul, Hampton Township remains one of the 


largest, close-in rural areas in the southeastern 


metropolitan region.  


Together, the city and the township 


create a unique rural environment that remains 


conveniently accessible to the residents of the Twin 


Cities.  On any given spring or summer day, families 


and tourists by the dozens can be seen hiking and 


biking in the Hampton area.  220th Street and County 


Road 81 going north from it is filled with routes 


for bicycle clubs and individual biking enthusiasts. 


And Hampton Woods is, I believe, the last largest 


remaining stand of original hardwoods in Dakota 


County, if not all of southern Minnesota.  Hampton 


Township is a clean, healthy place to live.  Some of 


the families who live in Hampton are in their third 
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and fourth generations.  


Through conscientious planning, the 


members of the town council and township board have 


over the years remained true to a farsighted vision 


with preserving valuable rural area.  Routing 


high-energy lines along 220th Street, the only 


primary access into Hampton from the west, would 


harm the health, nature and character of rural 


Hampton Township and Hampton City.  It would degrade 


a rural two-lane blacktop street into a transmission 


corridor that would be aesthetically, ecologically, 


medically, and socially unacceptable.  


Even if one were willing to ignore the 


seriously negative, if not downright dangerous, 


aspects of this project, there are three important 


reasons why this power line should not built along 


the 220th Street corridor to a substation around 


Hampton.  


The first is that the route is not 


required because the demand does not exist.  And I 


know this touches on the need question, but the two 


are related and it's relevant.  Here's some 


important information that some of you may not have 


about what's happening to demand in this area.  The 


assumptions and pro forma used by CapX to predict 
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growth in electrical demand, assumptions upon which 


CapX built its entire case for need are erroneous.  


The numbers are not real.  Xcel represents about 


43 percent of CapX.  Based upon Xcel's February 2009 


ten-page filing with the Securities and Exchange 


Commission, the current demand and projections of 


future demand are misrepresented.  Contrary to what 


CapX projected in its needs filing last year, demand 


across Xcel's system is not going up but going down 


and has been going down each year, every year for 


the last three years.  When we project that out into 


the future, it's apparent that the current 


transmission grid in the metroplex Minnesota area 


can probably handle the demand -- the supply and 


demand needs without the building of new power 


lines.  


A second concern some of us have is that 


this first CapX project is a Trojan horse for even 


larger transmission projects to follow.  In Reader's 


Digest form, once a transmission line is established 


and constructed along a particular route, that 


action establishes a corridor with other power lines 


expected to follow.  And there are up to three other 


power line projects already slated for Minnesota.  


Consequently, in addition to the havoc that would be 
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caused by the existence of CapX line itself, the act 


of siting the transmission power on 220th Street 


into Hampton or north of Hampton will more likely 


than not open a corridor for the construction of 


additional lines by CapX or other companies.  The 


construction and existence of a CapX power line 


along 220th Street will cause irreversible and 


noncompensable damage to property owners along 


220th Street and to the residents of Hampton City 


and Hampton Township.  


In brief, if you haven't -- if you 


haven't seen a report put out by a local group 


called the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, here's 


their phone number you can write down and get a copy 


of it and some other materials.  You can call 


866-839-7744, and they'll supply you with resource 


information.  


Lastly, I'd like to touch on the subject 


of EMF, the electromagnetic fields and field 


radiation.  Some knowledgeable sources that I find 


call EMF the asbestos of the 1990s and 2000's.  


There's credible evidence supporting the rationality 


of this concern.  It's connected with leukemia in 


small children.  A growing body of research points 


to the opinion that EMF causes risk, including some 
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forms of cancer.  Locating lines of high levels of 


EMF near homes and businesses is, I feel, 


irresponsible.  It's endangering the health of 


people who live or work near them.  


The perceived dangers of living 24/7, 24 


hours a day, all the time, near power lines of the 


size proposed by CapX with high levels of EMF 


transmission emissions, stands to damage not only 


our health but our property values as well.  Because 


of public concerns over dangers associated with 


high-voltage electric transmission lines, property 


values along the proposed CapX route will take 


substantial hits.  Local Realtors, professionals 


experienced about property values in Dakota County, 


already tell us that property values along the route 


could drop by 30 to 100 percent.  Those properties 


not immediately adjacent to the power line are 


likely to also suffer appreciable loss in value.  


Acreage sold just two miles east of us for 34,000 an 


acre.  And it's my opinion, as a real estate 


professional, no one's going to pay anywhere near 


that kind of a price if there are large, ugly 


potentially dangerous power lines nearby.  


On that point, I brought a letter dated 


April 9th of 2009 from a local Dakota County real 
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estate appraisal service I'd like to read.  It's 


brief.  It says, Based on a drive-by inspection of 


the homesteads located east of Lane Avenue, which is 


County Road 79, along 220th Street to Darso Avenue 


East, the proposed location of transmission line 


along this route could have a significant impact on 


the value of real estate.  An appraisal either 


before and after would need to be completed, the 


value of the land would need to be established.  In 


addition, severance damages will need to be 


determined.  So much damage is estimated in the 


decline in the market value of the remainder that 


arises as a result of construction of a public 


transmission line.  Given the size and scope of this 


project, along with the close proximity to homes 


would be to the new transmission line, the damages, 


in my opinion, could be very significant.  Signed by 


the licensed real estate appraiser.  And we'll give 


that to Scott as well.  


Finally, with respect to property values, 


we have -- my wife and I have two remaining 


concerns.  When it comes time for us to sell our 


hundred acres west of Hampton, there are a limited 


number of groups who could buy our property.  The 


first group would be families with small children.  
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I don't believe that, willingly, families with small 


children are going to come and buy property situated 


under or in close proximity to 345 kV lines.  The 


second group would be retired folks, yet many 


retired people have medical or other conditions that 


they perceive would be aggravated or could be 


aggravated by being in close proximity to EMF.  


Some of those people such as Buzz Gahler 


(phonetic) have defibrillators installed.  Buzz's 


doctor has told him that it would be dangerous for 


him to be near those 345 lines.  So Buzz has a 


decision to make.  He can stay and take that risk or 


he can move out.  It doesn't seem appropriate to 


expect somebody who's living in their retirement 


home to have to potentially vacate for that reason.  


Now, you've all heard that the 


right-of-way for the CapX transmission lines is 


150 feet, I believe.  That's about 17 yards each 


side of the center line.  I can produce studies for 


you which will tell you that the minimum safe 


distance to a 345 -- or from a 345 line is 


600 meters.  Call it 600 yards.  Not a paltry 17 


yards, but 600.  1,800 feet.  If you're living 


closer than that, you're inside of 600 meters, that 


study at least would tell you that you're moving 
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into the danger zone.  


So when you think about where these lines 


will go, or could go, whether the primary -- whether 


the preferred route or the alternate route, and 


consider what the effects may be on you, your family 


or your property, if you're concerned at all, what 


you really need to do and why I'm standing up here 


tonight is you need to go home and take a pen and a 


paper or computer or typewriter, whatever you have, 


and you need to start writing letters.  An outcry 


from the public can have political consequences.  


We don't have much pull at all in 


meetings like this.  In my own opinion, the PUC is 


really -- helps promote projects like this.  Scott's 


department in the Office of Energy Security is under 


the Commerce Department.  None of those agencies act 


as advocates for citizens in Minnesota.  I'd like to 


think they do, but I don't really think they do.  To 


the extent that that happens, then I applaud it.  


However, whether they function as our advocates or 


not, the way for you to express your concern is to 


get written comments to the people who make the 


decisions that control these sorts of things.  So 


please, please give your written comments and 


concerns to Scott's office, send copies to your 
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state legislators, send copies to your governor, 


write to everyone you can, and at the end of the day 


it possibly can have some positive effect.  


Thank you very much.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments.  If 


you have documents you'd like to hand in for the 


record, sir.  Mr. Johnson, documents.  


MR. JOHNSON:  Did you want to take them 


or leave them with her?  


MR. EK:  I'll take them.  


MR. SOULE:  My name is Greg Soule, 


S-O-U-L-E.  2915 345th Street, Dennison.  


My name is Greg Soule.  I live at 


2915 345th Street in Warsaw Township.  I want to 


echo some of Mr. Johnson's comments.  I certainly 


appreciate them.  


Scott, as I understand it, the primary 


purpose of tonight's meeting is to discuss with you 


what we think the scope of the EIS should be, what 


issues you should consider; is that correct?  


MR. EK:  Correct. 


MR. SOULE:  And on the sheet you 


provided, number 3 is economic and land use 


resources.  So one of the appropriate scopes is what 


the economic impact would be of this line; is that 
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correct?  


MR. EK:  Yes, that's something we will 


study in the environmental impact statement. 


MR. SOULE:  Then what I'm going to 


request formally -- I will submit a letter to you as 


well.  I'm going to request formally that you 


provide an appraisal of each parcel that's going to 


be affected to the line and delivered to the 


homeowners.  That will be assessment of the economic 


impact of this property.  


Now, you may say to me it's too 


expensive.  But I think anybody who's going to be 


affected wants to know what the impact is going to 


be.  And unless you actually have a formal 


appraisal, there's no way -- some vague 


calculations -- to determine what the actual 


economic impact is going to be for that line.  Any 


appraiser will tell you, a real estate person, 


Mr. Johnson would say, location, location, location.  


So you can't tell me in general farmland would be 


affected this much or somebody's house would be 


affected this much.  You really need specific 


appraisal information for each of the parcels that 


are affected.  And I would formally request that you 


do engage as part of your EIS that part of your 
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mission is to assess economic impact.  I would say 


there's no realistic, credible way you could do that 


unless you have actual appraisals.  


Now, interestingly, the appraisal issue 


really dovetails with how these properties are 


acquired.  There is -- there is right now in the 


state of Minnesota a bill that was proposed by 


Senator Dahle and Representative Bly that you may or 


may not be familiar with.  Back in 2006 when 


citizens were pretty upset as to how the state is 


taking property for all kinds of purposes, the 


legislature passed a law that it holds a number of 


reforms on how that condemnation process would 


happen.  For example, they required the utility to 


provide their appraisal to the landowner in the 


process of negotiation.  They required the utility 


to reimburse the landowner more than the $500 


pittance, but a real cost for an appraisal, between 


1,500 and $5,000, for the whole purpose of the 


property owner to go get a real appraisal to be able 


to negotiate on an even footing with the utility.  


They had a provision that said if a utility comes in 


and makes an initial lowball offer to you and that's 


their final lowball offer and then you take them to 


condemnation court and if your award is more than 
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40 percent bigger than what their last informal 


lowball offer is, then they got to pay your 


attorneys' fees.  And that's not to make attorneys 


rich, it's to say to the utility don't feed these 


people a lowball offer, because if you do and they 


actually take you to court, you're going to have to 


end up paying their attorneys' fees.  


So there were some wonderful provisions 


that were enacted in 2006 that protect it.  It also 


required that the utilities negotiate in good faith.  


Seems pretty simple, I mean, that the condemning 


authority negotiate in good faith.  They also had a 


reimbursement of going-concern, sir, which you 


addressed earlier.  There was one little problem 


with this bill that was passed in 2006.  It applied 


to the state, so it applies to your town or your 


county or the state.  So when MnDOT comes and does a 


condemnation for a road or they put a new sewer -- a 


public sewer line to your property, it applied to 


the county, it applied to your state, it applied to 


your township.  But guess who they put an exception 


in for?  The utilities.  So the utilities have an 


easier row to hoe when it comes to doing 


condemnation.  They aren't subject to any of these 


restrictions or any of these limitations, and it's a 
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real curiosity to me as to why that was done.  You 


would think that any laws and restrictions on 


condemnation that apply to your government would for 


sure apply to a private utility, but they don't.  


The utilities have an easier route when it comes to 


doing condemnations, and they can do it to you -- 


I'm not saying they're bad people.  I'm just saying 


they have far fewer legal restrictions when it comes 


to condemnation than it would -- than applies to our 


own government.  


Now, Senator -- if you want to write a 


letter, Senator Dahle and Representative Bly, who 


are both from the north area, have introduced bills 


this year that would require utilities be subject to 


the same requirements as the government is already 


required to.  And I testified on that bill twice.  


I've been there when these two representatives of 


these same utilities have, guess what, testified in 


opposition to that rule.  


So you might say why are you wasting my 


time talking about this bill?  Number one, I'm just 


talking to you to say, if you want to do something 


to protect yourself, if you're going to go in this 


process and they're going to take your land, you 


better try and get your representatives to change 
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the law so that utilities are subject to at least 


the same requirements.  


Now, when we -- when we've gone and heard 


testimony, the representatives of Xcel have said, 


there's no problem, we hardly ever condemn anybody; 


there was this 115-mile long line, and we had to 


deal with over 500 property owners, and we only had 


to condemn two people.  Now, there's two reasons why 


that might be.  Number one, maybe they're offering 


really fair prices, and so no landowner had to take 


them to condemnation court to get a fair price.  The 


other alternative though might be this:  The 


condemnation process is so disadvantageous to the 


homeowner, to the property owner, that when you go 


and talk to the lawyer and say, I want to challenge 


these guys in court, the lawyer may tell you, well, 


you're going to have to pay all my attorneys' fees, 


you're going to have to pay for your appraisal, your 


appraisal is going to be an expensive appraisal, all 


you get is 500 bucks back from the utility and your 


appraisal is going to be a lot more than that, so 


it's going to really cost you a lot of dough to go 


through this process.  So maybe that person then 


says, well, it's a lowball offer, but it's going to 


cost me so much money to fight it, forget it, I'll 
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just take the offer.  I don't know which of those 


two things it is.  


It struck me as kind of ironic that if 


utilities are really fair in their prices, then I 


don't understand why they were fighting this bill.  


It was curious.  


In terms of whether it really is fair, I 


have a letter, and I don't know the -- personally 


the circumstances of this, but it talks about when 


there was -- when Great River Energy was putting in 


115-volt electric lines that ran through, I believe, 


Empire Township on 210th Street in 2007.  And this 


letter indicated that the original offers from the 


utility were $14,600 and many residents accepted 


them, until finally a few of them hired an attorney 


and said, you know, maybe this isn't as good as it 


ought to be.  And according to this letter, the 


appraiser confirmed that a power line across the 


street would diminish their homes' property values 


by around 10 percent and that FHA loans would 


prohibit FHA loans within certain distance of high 


voltage lines and that buyers with pacemakers and 


their families would likely not be able to own these 


homes close to power lines.  Suddenly the money 


awards jumped to $55,000.  Now, I don't have all of 
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facts of this, so I -- you know, this is a letter 


that somebody else wrote that communicated that 


experience, but I've heard stories like this before.  


So, now, how does this all relate back to 


the scoping issue?  That's the reason why I'm asking 


you to do appraisals.  Because with the current 


process, you would get an appraisal from the 


utility, but it's their appraisal.  I think the 


state ought to do appraisals.  If you are really 


assessing the economic impact of the property from 


these lines, you need an appraisal just to satisfy 


your mandate.  But, even more importantly, given the 


current status of the condemnation law and what an 


incredible disadvantage the property owners are put 


to, they need to be able to see an appraisal done by 


the state, a disinterested party who would get a 


fair appraisal for the property.  At least then the 


property owners entering into that negotiating 


process with the utility would have the state's fair 


appraisal to guide them in terms of how they should 


be negotiating when the utility comes to call and 


wants to buy your -- buy an easement for this line.  


So I hope my comments -- while there's a 


political element to it in terms of changing the 


condemnation law, I had to bring that forward just 
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to indicate the significance of asking for an 


appraisal to be able to establish the economic 


impact of the lines.  


Thank you very much.  


MR. EK:  Thank you, sir.  It's a 


complicated comment, but it's in the record, and 


it's a comment that we will consider.  So thank you.  


MS. TOPP:  My name is Beth Topp, T-O-P-P.  


I'm from Eureka Township.  And I did make some 


formal statements last night into the record, but 


there's a few things that I would like to say 


tonight.  I am the chair of the Citizens Energy Task 


Force, which is what Mr. Johnson was talking about, 


CETF.  I started that group because I followed the 


application process for CapX with the PUC very 


closely, and exceptions seem to be what happens in 


every phase of this project.  They received a number 


of exceptions from the Public Utilities Commission 


that I could see meant a lot of information would 


not be given during the certificate of need process.  


I started our group, and we hired an 


attorney, and she participated in the certificate of 


need process all last summer.  And we submitted a 


significant amount of information, had an expert 


witness on the stand that called into question the 
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numbers that they used to create the case for need, 


just as one of the issues that came up.  


I'd like to talk to you about just a few 


things tonight.  By the way, I have some information 


on CETF with a website and a couple of other things.  


So if you want to see me after the meetings, do 


that.  


I would like to talk about the routing 


issue.  We have a citizen in Eureka Township who 


studied her section of the routing very carefully, 


and you might want to do this.  You can go onto the 


CapX site and go onto the Brookings line, and they 


actually have little toggles numbered 1 through 17, 


whatever it is, to find your area.  You can zone in 


very, very closely.  When she did that -- and she 


knows a lot about GIS -- she discovered there were 


many, many mistakes on this segment of the land.  


Houses weren't there.  So obviously the data set 


must not be up to date, because there were houses 


that had been built that were not on there.  I 


believe when she talked to Mr. Poorker, he looked 


and found that a center pivot irrigation system was 


called a house.  So you will want to take a look at 


that information very carefully.  This was submitted 


to the OES.
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The OES is set up to -- as I understand, 


to protect the public interest.  But when they were 


asked at the task force meeting where they got their 


information from and were they going to check them, 


they just stated to us that they just accepted what 


CapX gave them.  So I think that creates a problem.  


I know we talked a lot about EMF tonight.  


There were a number of things that I was going to 


talk about, but many that I don't need to because of 


the excellent testimony by people.  But a couple of 


things I'd like to point out about EMF.  Scott said 


that they found not to have really much of a problem 


with it but that many reports are updated.  It is 


true there are some variable reports.  But when my 


task -- when the Citizens Energy Task Force 


submitted comments to the environmental review for 


the certificate of need process that was before the 


routing, we pointed out a number of studies since 


2000 that showed, for example, the miscarriage 


problem in women that are in there and also 


leukemia.  


I would just like to read something to 


you.  You've probably not had a chance to read all 


of your information tonight.  But if you go to the 


sheet on the World Health Organization and we talk 
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about the incidents of leukemia, I'd like to read 


something.  Childhood leukemia is a comparatively 


rare disease.  And they talk about the average of 


field exposures above .3 in homes are rare.  But 


what it ends up saying is the association from 


magnetic fields and childhood leukemia is causal.  


The number of cases worldwide that might be 


attributable at magnetic field exposure is estimated 


being from 100 to 2,400 cases.  And then they talk 


about how, therefore, the damage is limited.  I 


don't know about you people, but one of these cases 


is too much in my opinion.  And it doesn't sound 


like a lot; but if it's your child, it's a lot.  And 


I think we need to pay attention to these speakers.  


Scott announced April 15th for the PUC.  


They're going to actually -- the information that 


our attorney presented, along with other intervenors 


along with CapX, put in a case for need is going to 


be presented orally at the PUC on April 15th 


starting at 9:30 in the morning.  Mr. Johnson talked 


about the fact that it is very important to show up, 


not just by sitting in a meeting like this, but to 


write letters to the legislators about the 


exceptions to the eminent domain, about the need for 


CapX.  But I want to tell you I think it's really 
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important that you show up on April 15th at the PUC 


offices.  It's called Seventh Place -- Seventh 


Street, Place or something.  What is it, Craig, do 


you know?  


MR. POORKER:  I think it's Seventh Place 


East. 


MS. TOPP:  You can look it up on the web, 


too, for the address.  The PUC needs to see citizens 


sitting there and letting them know that this is 


about real people and that it is about a lot of real 


people who are going to be affected.  So I can't 


encourage you enough to show up for that meeting.  


And everything else has been covered, so 


that's all I'm going to say for the night.  Thank 


you.  


Oh, wait, one more thing.  I find this 


really interesting.  These (indicating) are 


fluorescent tubes that were placed under electric 


lines and lit up by EMFs under the electric lines.  


This came out -- there was an artist, Bristol Artist 


Wins the Bombay Sapphire Prize in 2004.  It was 


created by planting 1,300 fluorescent light tubes in 


the earth underneath an overhead power line.  The 


electromagnetic fields from the power cables lit the 


tubes.  No danger; right?  And then the other one, 
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this picture, as I've been told, that gives you how 


many lights, how far into the easement.  It's a 


little hard to see it from there afterwards.  But I 


don't know about the arguments about no dangers.  


This causes concern for me.  


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thanks for your comments. 


I just wanted to clarify one statement 


that you made about just accepting the application 


as it is.  We do accept the application.  We need to 


accept that information.  And as a matter of fact, 


the Applicants have done a lot of hard work to put 


that information into the application.  And there 


are standards in Minnesota statute and law that 


they're required -- items they are required to put 


in those applications.  We're required to look and 


make sure that everything is in that application to 


make -- and then deem it to be adequate.  So this is 


the first step is the application.  


So, indeed, we do take the application 


and the information.  Right now we take your 


comments.  We take the application.  We use the help 


of our third-party consultant.  We vet all the 


information in that application, all the data in 


that application.  We supplement it with new 
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information.  We supplement it with your comments.  


This is just the start of the whole process.  So to 


say we just take the application -- and Mrs. Topp 


made it sound like we rubber stamp it and just let 


it go as is.  No, we take it, we go through it, we 


find inconsistencies, we correct them, we add to it, 


and we also supplement it with your comments.  So I 


just wanted to make that clear.  


Any further comments?  


MS. OSBORN:  My name is Joyce Osborn, and 


I'm from Burnsville.  Good evening, Ladies and 


Gentlemen.  I am an individual who has gone to a lot 


of -- a lot of meetings in the last three-and-a-half 


years.  I am a survivor of the MinnCan pipeline.  I 


have never, ever gone through such a mess nor 


dreamed that I would ever go through such a mess.  


And I've listened to Craig and now you, Scott, and I 


can understand where you're coming from.  But you're 


going to have to forgive me when I say this.  I've 


heard other people say the same thing, granted from 


a different company, but it's the same stuff.  This 


is a high-voltage transmission line that is getting 


a new corridor.  The MinnCan pipeline got a new 


corridor.  And one of the questions that we asked at 


meetings with Scott last year was, well, I suppose 
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now that the MinnCan has a new corridor, I would 


imagine that the high-voltage transmission lines are 


going to be real close to it.  And we were told -- 


and I don't know if it was you, Scott, or somebody 


else I was talking to -- they said, no, they can't 


put that over an underground pipeline because it 


would corrode the pipe.  Well, if it corrodes the 


pipe -- we're not made out of metal.  I'm hoping 


everybody here knows that.  We're not made out of 


metal.  If it will corrode the pipe underground -- 


and maybe this is just a bunch of BS that people are 


spreading around.  I wouldn't know.  I'm not metal, 


but I don't want to live under one of them.  I just 


plain do not.  


There's a lot of other issues.  You're 


talking about the PUC.  We've been through that 


process as well.  And three to five years ago a 


member of the PUC was running around from state to 


state advocating for this very project.  


Now, there's another issue called the 


Green Power Express that is coming from Michigan 


going into Chicago.  That's a 765-kilovolt line.  


And I just wonder how much this line coming from 


North Dakota, South Dakota, and going east isn't 


going to tie up with that 765 Green Power Express.  
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The grid is 17 states.  Goes all the way back east.  


New York has said they don't need the energy there.  


Chicago has said they don't need that energy there.  


The economy is such right now who the hell needs any 


more energy?  


Nobody talks about conservation.  I have 


very rarely heard conservation.  Lord knows I can 


really squash down my energy coming into my house or 


out of my house.  I can turn off lights.  I can do a 


lot of things.  That's called conservation.  


There's a lot of other issues.  How about 


local generation?  I'm way more interested in local 


generation than I am in a cross-country high-voltage 


transmission line that may or may not be dangerous.  


Local generation is a bigger avenue.  It should be 


way more explored than what it has been.  And I know 


that energy companies don't like to hear this kind 


of thing because they're out there to make money.  


Hey, aren't we all out here to make money.  As long 


as we live on this earth, we need money to survive.  


And our government right now has put us into a real 


squeeze.  And bailing everybody -- every corporation 


in the entire world out with money that we taxpayers 


have to foot the bill on is insane.  If you people 


don't start writing Washington or your congressmen 
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in both Washington but especially our state, then we 


deserve what we get, which will be nothing, and 


nothing will have changed.  


Every single one of you need to really 


wake up and understand this is our country.  This is 


my country, and I am pissed at what's happening to 


it.  I have never been so mad in my entire life.  


I'm pushing 70 real hard, and I don't feel like I 


want to go through this garbage.  But then I only 


have a few more years to live.  Maybe 20 at the 


most, God willing.  But I hate to think of what 


our -- my grandchildren, your grandchildren, our 


descendents further on down the line, what are they 


going to get?  They're not going to have what we had 


at one time.  And America is disappearing, and our 


government is doing it to us.  And that's really 


sad.  


So send your letters out to Washington 


and every single representative and senator in the 


state of Minnesota and advocate everybody else to do 


the same.  Thanks.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments.  


MS. ENGGREN:  My name is Mary Ann 


Enggren.  M-A-R-Y, capital A-N-N, E-N-G-G-R-E-N.  I 


was at the Lakeville meeting yesterday and did my 
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long paper.  This is much shorter.  Anyways, I live 


on 220th Street East, and I'm going to be the jog 


where the power line is going to be to the west side 


of my home and to the north side of my home.  So I'm 


going to get corroded.  But there's no reimbursement 


for me, because it's not my property.  


Anyway, I'm concerned on this road.  


220th Street a very narrow two-lane road.  There are 


flat areas.  There are hilly areas.  I happen to 


live right near a hill.  This road drifts very 


easily and frequently.  Hard to go through, and it's 


directed back again.  I can't tell you how many 


accidents there are and how many fatalities there 


have been on this road.  With the current poles, at 


least a person had a chance to not hit a pole, if 


you're lucky and have that second to try to save 


yourself.  These poles have an eight-foot base.  


That's huge.  Your chances are -- have just gone 


down tremendously for not hitting a pole.  Very 


difficult to avoid solid structures.  There are 


numerous fatalities on this road.  I don't have the 


statistics on that.  Dakota County has those.  This 


road does not have a legal shoulder, and this road 


does not have an obstacle clear free zone, both of 


which are required for MnDOT.  Again, the road is 
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very narrow.  I think it's a poor choice.  Several 


have power and poles.  Another distraction.  So, 


anyways, I'm very concerned about the safety.  


As to an earlier statement, when you were 


talking about human life and financial, it was 


stated financial first.  I'm very insulted by that.  


I work to save people's lives as a profession, and I 


believe in it.  And I believe in helping one 


another.  I lost my spot here.  So, anyways, I just 


wanted it to be stated that I am insulted.  Human 


life should be first.  And if we don't make and 


continue that to be first, we're in a real world of 


hurt here.  And I think the CO for the company -- we 


just -- with government buyouts and everything like 


that, I think we saw what financial does -- what 


financial greed does.  And maybe if some of those 


people had put human life first and have values, 


none of that would have happened.  


And that's all.  Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comment.  


MS. MOESLER:  Allene Moesler.  


M-O-E-S-L-E-R.  A-L-L-E-N-E.  Allene Moesler, 


Randolph Township.  And I hadn't really planned on 


speaking; but listening to the process and seeing 


how things have evolved, it seems to me that the 
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entire process is a little backwards.  It seems to 


me that it's rather absurd to do all the siting 


before the certificate of need is even accepted.  


From a taxpayer standpoint, it seems it's a waste of 


my taxpayer dollar to have state agencies holding 


all these hearings in these kinds of things before 


the certificate of need is even approved.  So that 


to me is a problem.  


But in terms of looking at the 


environmental impact statement that you're going to 


be doing, I suggest that you look at existing power 


lines, where they are and how they impact the 


landowners, so that you're looking at everything 


collectively.  


One of the things I know in the 


permitting process and I've dealt with some of it 


with the MPCA, is that permits are issued on a 


case-by-case basis with collective impacts rarely 


looked at.  And that's particularly true in terms of 


everything that's an issue here.  But I would like 


to suggest that you take a look at what the 


collective impact of our energy resources are on the 


communities through which this line will be going.  


The other thing I would like to comment 


on, it seems like the Office of Energy Security 
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should be driving the process of how we develop our 


energy and how that energy is transmitted rather 


than having -- or having the reverse done; that 


there should be a master plan, perhaps even going so 


far as to have a generic impact statement on energy 


for the state of Minnesota so that we're looking 


collectively at how the ener -- or what the needs 


are, where the energy is produced, how it's getting 


from place to place.  And what was mentioned before, 


someone had mentioned about having looked at 


regional use of energy -- or local use of energy, 


we're seeing places like Carleton and St. Olaf put 


up wind mills and creating -- they're reducing their 


dependence on long transmission lines.  


So I think we really need to be looking 


down the road not five years, not ten years, but we 


need to be looking down the road a hundred years.  


And what -- what are we doing now that's going to 


impact our great, great grandchildren, and what are 


we going to be leaving them with?  Are we going to 


be leaving them with miles and miles of high power 


transmission lines that could possibly threaten 


their health or are we going to be leaving them with 


safer greener alternatives perhaps more 


locally-produced energy, which is a possibility?  So 
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I think we're really relying on old technology 


rather than looking at something in the future and 


having future view.  


But in terms of the EIS, I really hope 


that you take a look at the collective use or the 


collective impact of the transmission lines, whether 


they're -- regardless of voltage that's coming 


through the areas so that people have some sense of 


what they're going to be exposed to. 


Thank you.  


MR. EK:  Thank you for your comments.  


Do we have additional commenters tonight?  


Well, with that, then, we will wrap it 


up.  Again, I urge you -- strongly urge you to 


either -- before you leave tonight pick up a copy of 


the handout that I had on the presentation that 


gives you the websites to go to, the online website 


to sign up for the mailing list.  I urge you to sign 


up for the mailing list, pick up a form, a comment 


form.  That will have all the information, the mail, 


U.S. Mail, e-mail, online.  And please send it in.  


It's of great importance.  


And, again, the comment period ends 


April 30th of this month.  So please have the 


comments in prior to -- or April 30th before 
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4:30 p.m.  


And thank you for coming.  I appreciate 


all your comments. 


(Public comments concluded.)





