
January 5, 2012

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING and U.S. MAIL

Dr. Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
350 Metro Square Building
121 Seventh Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Application for Approval of Minor Alteration for Interconnections, Hampton 
Substation and Interstate 35 Crossing

In the Matter of the Route Permit Application by Great River Energy and 
Xcel Energy for a 345 kV Transmission Line from Brookings County, South 
Dakota to Hampton, Minnesota
MPUC Docket No. ET-2/TL-08-1474

Dear Dr. Haar:

Great River Energy, a Minnesota cooperative corporation, and Northern States Power 
Company, a Minnesota corporation, (“Permittees”) request that the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) approve minor alterations for the Brookings County to Hampton 345 
kV Transmission Line Project (“Project”) pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7850.4800.  The three minor 
alterations are requested to clarify the provisions of the Route Permit and to authorize additional 
conductors at the crossing of Interstate 35.  None of the requests results in significant  changes in 
the human or environmental impact of the facility.

Summary of Request

First, Permittees request that the Commission approve a minor alteration to incorporate 115 
kV and 345 kV transmission line interconnections at Cedar Mountain and Hampton substations that 
were not included in the Route Permit maps.  The record was fully developed on these two 
connections and addressed in the Route Permit, and the routes should be included in the maps for 
completeness.  Great River Energy contacted Scott Ek at the Department of Commerce, Energy 
Facility Permitting (“EFP Staff”), regarding this omission, and he noted that a request for a minor 
alteration would need to be submitted. 

Second, Permittees request that the Route Permit, including the relevant map page, be 
amended to clarify that the minimum area required for the Hampton Substation is 15 acres on the 
southern portion of the original siting area.  This modification is sought in response to landowner 
concerns raised by the limited discussion of the substation size based only on the fenced area of 6 to 
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8 acres rather than the minimum 15 acres of land necessary for equipment, setbacks, ponding 
requirements and access.

Third, Permittees request that a minor alteration be approved to authorize the installation of 
six conductors at the crossing of Interstate 35 to enhance the double circuit capability of the Project 
and to respond to Minnesota Department of Transportation’s preference to avoid additional traffic 
impacts when a second circuit is constructed.

Further details regarding these requests are provided below.

Discussion

Interconnections

On December 29, 2008,  Permittees submitted an Application for a Route Permit for the 
Project.  The application requested a route for 345 kV transmission line facilities from Brookings 
County Substation to Hampton Substation with six intermediary substations including two new 
substations: Cedar Mountain Substation near Franklin, Minnesota, and Hampton Substation in 
Hampton, Minnesota.  

As part of the proceeding, Permittees requested Commission approval of a 115 kV 
transmission line between the Franklin Substation and the Cedar Mountain Substation.1   The 
Permittees also requested approval for a 345 kV connection between the Hampton Substation and 
the Prairie Island – Blue Lake 345 kV transmission line.2  

The Route Permit for the Project was issued September 14, 2010, as amended March 1, 
2011.  The Route Permit identifies the Cedar Mountain 115 kV and Hampton 345 kV 
interconnections in the text of the Route Permit:

C. Interconnections and Associated Facilities

The project will include a short transmission line connector 
(approximately one-half mile) between the existing Wilmarth – Blue 
Lake 345 kV line and the new Helena Substation; and a short 
transmission line connector (approximately one-half mile) between 
the existing Prairie Island – Blue Lake 345 kV line and the new 
Hampton Substation. 

An approximate five-mile 115 kV transmission line will be 
constructed between the Cedar Mountain Substation and Franklin 
Substation and expansion of and modifications to the Franklin 
Substation to accommodate the new 115 kV transmission line 
facilities.3

                                                
1 See e.g Route Permit Application, p. 2-4 and Section 7.3. 
2 See e.g. Route Permit Application, p. 2-4. 
3 Route Permit at pp. 5-6.  
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The maps attached to the Route Permit showing the approved route and alignment for the 
Project facilities, however, do not show the Cedar Mountain 115 kV and Hampton 345 kV 
interconnections.  To correct the map set included with the Route Permit, Permittees request that 
the enclosed maps, Attachment 1, labeled CF1-CF5, be added to the map set to depict the 115 kV 
line route between Cedar Mountain Substation and Franklin Substation.  Revised maps showing the 
345 kV interconnection at Hampton Substation is also requested as detailed below.  Permittees 
believe that adding revised maps showing these connections to the Route Permit will clarify for 
landowners the facilities approved in the permit.

Hampton Substation

The Project included construction of four new substations, including the Hampton 
Substation.  The Route Permit notes that for the Hampton Substation, the “substation fenced and 
graded area will be approximately five to eight acres.” 4  The Route Permit does not address 
additional land necessary for the substation.

After the Route Permit was issued, Permittees sought to purchase the substation site and 
were advised by the landowner that he believed that a maximum of 8 acres was needed for the 
substation based on the Route Permit language.  The landowner, Jerome Werner, subsequently 
submitted a complaint to the Department of Commerce.  In response to the complaint, Permittees 
met with EFP Staff to review the substation requirements.  The minimum amount of space 
necessary to accommodate the 345 kV double circuit compatible design is approximately 15 acres 
(excluding road right-of-way) and is necessary for the equipment, water management requirements, 
grading and buffer.  The substation area abuts the southern border of the Werner property.  
A diagram showing these requirements is included as Attachment 2.   Permittees believe that a 
modification of the Route Permit to identify space requirements for the Hampton Substation is 
appropriate to clarify the minimum  amount of land needed for construction, operation and 
maintenance of the substation.

Permittees request that the enclosed map, Attachment 3, labeled LH22, be substituted in 
place of existing maps LH21-22 to the Route Permit to show the Prairie Island—Blue Lake 345 kV 
line connection and a 15-acre substation area for the Hampton Substation.  Additionally, Permittees 
request a revision to the Route Permit text to clarify that 15 acres of land as shown on the enclosed 
maps is the minimum space necessary for the Hampton Substation.

Six Conductors Across I-35

The approved route for the Project crosses Interstate 35 into the Chubb Lake Substation, 
formerly Lake Marion Substation, north of Elko New Market.  The configuration in the segment 
between Helena Substation and Lake Marion Substation is a double circuit capable configuration 
with all arms installed, but conductors strung on only one side.  The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation has stated its preference for this configuration and Permittees request a minor 

                                                                                                                                                            

4 Route Permit, p. 4. 
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alteration  to authorize the initial installation of six conductors at the span crossing Interstate 35.  
The conductors initially would be tied together.  When conditions warrant, and a second circuit is 
strung, the two sets of conductors can be separated with minimal disruption to traffic and the 
operation of Interstate 35.  This request is consistent with the Route Permits issued for the 
Monticello—St. Cloud 345 kV Project, Docket No. ET2, E002/TL-09-246, and the Fargo—St. 
Cloud 345 kV Project, Docket No. ET2, E002/TL-09-1056.  The one private landowner whose 
property along the span at issue is copied on this submission.5

Closing

Permittees respectfully request that the Commission approve the three changes to the Route 
Permit pursuant to the minor alteration rule, Minnesota Rule 7850.4800.  Should you have any 
questions regarding this submission, please contact me at (763) 445-5975. 

Sincerely,

in Lahr
Dan Lesher
Routing Lead
Great River Energy

Enclosures
cc: w/enclosures:

Scott Ek, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Facility Permitting Staff
James Burkhardt, counsel for Jerome Werner
Potts Properties, LLC
Dave Seykora, Minnesota Department of Transportation
Service List

                                                
5 Great River Energy is the owner of the only other affected parcel.
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In the Matter of the Route Permit Application by 
Great River Energy and Xcel Energy for a 345 
kV Transmission Line from Brookings County, 
South Dakota to Hampton, Minnesota

MPUC Docket No. ET-2/TL-08-1474
   

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Jill N. Yeaman certifies that on the 5th day of January, 2012, she filed a true and correct 
copy of Great River Energy and Northern States Power Company's Application for 
Approval of Minor Alteration for Interconnections, Hampton Substation and Interstate 35 
Crossing, by posting on www.edockets.state.mn.us.  Said document was also served via U.S. 
Mail and e-mail as designated on the Official Service List on file with the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission in the above-referenced docket and to persons named in the attached 
Landowners Mailing List.

/s/ Jill N. Yeaman
Jill N. Yeaman
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In the Matter of the Route Permit 
Application by Great River Energy and
Xcel Energy for a 345 kV Transmission 
Line from Brookings County, South
Dakota to Hampton, Minnesota

Application for Approval of Minor Alteration 
for Interconnections, Hampton Substation 
and Interstate 35 Crossing

MPUC Docket No. ET-2/TL-08-1474 
    

LANDOWNER MAILING LIST

James M. Burkhardt
Attorney at Law
215 4th Street North
Cannon Falls, MN  55009

Potts Properties
11386 East Hedgehog Place
Scottsdale, AZ  85262

Mr. David Seykora 
Minnesota Department of Transportation ("MnDOT")
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55104
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