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Greetings, 
 
Enclosed is material for the CapX 2020 Work Group meeting we’ve scheduled in your area in 
February and early March. 
 
These meetings will be very beneficial in helping us identify the most important routing criteria 
in your area and identifying the best location for the route we will propose to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission in late 2008. 
 
If you can attend the work group, please RSVP by calling 1-888-473-2279 or emailing Randy 
Fordice at rfordice@GREnergy.com or Craig Poorker at cpoorker@GREnergy.com. You can 
also confirm your attendance through our Web site at www.CapX2020.com; just click the 
Contact Us link. 
 
If you have any questions about the work groups, please call the number above. 
 
Thanks, and we look forward to seeing you. 
 
Regards, 
 
Randy Fordice and Craig Poorker 
CapX 2020 Brookings, S.D. to SE Twin Cities Team 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Dear Work Group Participant: 
 
On behalf of the CapX 2020 utilities, thank you for participating in the upcoming work group 
meeting in your area. The meeting will include a short presentation to discuss the agenda and 
goals for the meeting. The remainder of the meeting will be spent in small groups viewing maps 
and identifying specific issues of concern in your area. We expect the session to take 
approximately 3 hours as there is a great deal of information to cover. We are asking you and 
your fellow participants for input on several issues: 

♦ What routing criteria are most important in your area. 
♦ Potential corridors we should consider for the transmission line location. 
♦ Issues that are specific to your area that we should consider when analyzing route 

options. 
 
Before attending the work group meeting, please think about the routing criteria on the 
attached fact sheet that are most important to you, your neighbors and your community. 
Please come to the work group ready to discuss your ideas and potential areas for new 
transmission lines that meet those criteria. Feel free to mark-up the attached map of your 
area and bring a list of comments and concerns to the work group meeting. 
 
Work group meetings will specifically focus on routing criteria and routing issues. CapX 
2020 utilities will continue to hold other public meetings in the region to discuss energy 
needs and alternatives. If issues unrelated to routing arise during work group meetings, 
additional meetings/discussions can be scheduled. 
 
Dinner will be provided. 
 
The work group in your area will meet: 
 
DATE: March 4, 2008 
TIME: 5:00 pm-8:00 pm 
LOCATION: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New Prague, MN 
PARTICIPANTS:  Agencies, landowners, and other groups with interests in the vicinity of the 
location identified above. 
GOAL:  Work group participants identify important resources in the project area and establish 
routing criteria for the CapX Partners to consider in the routing process. 



CapX 2020 Background 
 
CapX 2020 is a partnership of 11 utilities in Minnesota and the surrounding region that operate 
high voltage electric transmission lines. The utilities’ studies show that the current transmission 
line system does not have enough capacity to meet the electric demands of a growing population 
or deliver large amounts of renewable energy to the transmission line system. Details of the 
project are available at http://www.capx2020.com. The work group you will be participating in 
will be led by Great River Energy, one of the 11 utilities in the CapX 2020 partnership. 
 
Key Permits Required in Minnesota for a High Voltage Transmission Line 
 
The first step for a large project, such as the CapX 2020 projects, is to file an application with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) explaining the need for the project. This 
application is called the Certificate of Need (CON) and was filed with the PUC in August 2007 
requesting three 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission lines to increase transmission capacity. The 
application is currently under review, and a decision on the CON is expected in late 2008 or 
early 2009. Prior to the CON filing, the utilities sent letters to landowners and local governments 
located in broad ‘notice corridors.’ 
 
The next large step for the project is to file a route permit application for the transmission line. In 
order to submit the route permit application to the PUC, the CapX partners will need to study a 
minimum of two transmission line route options. The purpose of the work group meeting is to 
begin the process of narrowing the broad ‘notice corridors’ into smaller corridors and then, later 
in 2008, to potential routes. The narrowing of the ‘notice corridors’ to potential routes is what we 
call the “routing process.”  The CapX 2020 utilities plan to file a Route Permit Application with 
the PUC in fall 2008. 
 
Public Involvement in the Routing Process 
 
The transmission line routing process incorporates as much input from local residents, 
governments and state agencies as possible. The ideas generated and information gathered during 
the work group sessions will be considered when we narrow the ‘notice corridors’ into smaller 
corridors, and again when we identify routes. The work groups and the public will provide the 
CapX partners with input at each stage of the route selection process. Based on information 
gathered at work groups and open houses, the CapX partners will select routes for inclusion in 
the Route Permit Application. 
 
Because local involvement is critical to the success of this project, work group meetings and 
public open houses will be scheduled to limit conflicts with the planting season as much as 
possible. 
 
Thank you again for helping the CapX 2020 utilities identify the best routes for the proposed 
transmission lines. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to contact us at  
1-888-473-2279. 
 



Please complete and return this RSVP and Survey Form

to the address below by February 25, 2008.

FOLD HERE

Great River Energy
P.O. Box 800
Elk River, MN 55330

CapX 2020
Great River Energy
P.O. Box 238
Elk River, MN 55330

TAPE HERE (DO NOT STAPLE)



Please take a few minutes to fill out the survey below. Your responses will help us prepare for the small group
discussions at the Routing Work Group meeting.  Thank you.

I will be attending the Routing Work Group Meeting in:           Lakeville, March 6

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.

Visual / Aesthetic resources

Proximity to residences

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)

Water resources (wetlands, river crossings)

Biological resources (wildlife habitat, birds, native prairie)

Historic and cultural sites

Radio, television or GPS interference

Noise

Health and safety

Cost/electric bill increases

Other: 

What questions would you like addressed during the Routing Work Group Meeting?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: 

Representing (Optional): 

Mailing Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Daytime Phone (Optional): 

Email Address (Optional): 

RSVP AND SURVEY FORM
Routing Work Group Meeting

B r o o k i n g s , S D  –  S E  T w i n  C i t i e s



























Dear Work Group Participant: 
 
To those of you who participated in our first round of work groups in February and 
March, a heartfelt thank you. Your work has been a tremendous help to us in revising our 
initial notice corridors. 
 
To those of you receiving a work group invitation for the first time, thank you for 
offering to help us identify potential routes and issues of concern in your area. 
 
A couple of notes about the work groups. Because we only have a few hours and a lot of 
maps and information to go through, the format for the work groups leads to a tight 
timeline in the work group meeting. For those of you that have questions about the 
overall project, we’ll be available after the meeting. We will spend as much time as you 
would like explaining the reasons we propose the project, the public process and how you 
can participate in that process. Feel free to contact us prior to the meeting as well.  
 
The work groups are scheduled to be three hours in length. During that time, we will 
review criteria the state requires us to consider when proposing a route for a new 
transmission line. Please refer to the enclosed fact sheet to review those criteria. 
 
After discussing the criteria we will review aerial maps that contain route segments and 
other information we’ve collected over the past year about the area under study. Since 
you live and work in the area and have detailed knowledge of that, we will review the 
area maps and identify the various criteria in the specific locations we’re reviewing. We 
will use that information, as well as information we receive from our own field work and 
other meetings with local officials and state agencies, to develop our proposed route 
alternatives. 
 
After all of the work group meetings are complete we will send a recap of all the 
meetings to those who participated. 
 



If you have any questions about the work groups, please feel free to contact us at our toll-
free number: 1-888-473-2279. 
 
Please RSVP by calling that number or by mailing us the enclosed postcard. We need an 
accurate attendance count so we can plan for staffing and meals. 
 
Thank you again for helping us with this important project! 
 
Regards, 
 
Craig Poorker 
CapX 2020 
Brookings-SE Twin Cities Project 



Please plan on attending one of the following work groups: 
 
May 28     May 28 
Location TBD     Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites 
Address TBD     20800 Kenrick Ave 
Elko/New Market    Lakeville 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    5:00-8:00 pm 
 
May 29     May 29 
Arlington Community Center   Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
204 Shamrock Dr.    1300 E. Main St. 
Arlington     New Prague 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    5:00-8:00 pm 
 
June 2      June 3 
Winthrop City Hall    Redwood Area Community Center 
305 North Main    901 Cook St. 
Winthrop     Redwood Falls 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    11:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
June 4      June 5 
Best Western Marshall Inn   Midwest Center for Wind Energy 
1500 E. College Dr.    2390 County Highway 1 
Marshall      Hendricks 
11:00 am-2:00 pm; 5:00-8:00 pm  11:00 am-2:00 pm 



LOCATION SPECIFIC POST CARD TO BE INCLUDED IN EACH LETTER 
 
To RSVP -  Please return this postcard to or call the toll-free number at 1-888-473-2279. 
 
You’re invited to attend the CapX 2020 Brookings-SE Twin Cities work group at: 
LOCATION 
ADDRESS 
DATE 
TIME 
 
(Checkbox) I Will attend 
__Elko/New Market   __Lakeville  __Arlington 
__New Prague    __Winthrop  __Redwood Falls 
__Marshall (AM)   ___Marshall (PM) __Hendricks 
 
Name_______________ 
 
(Checkbox) I can not attend but would like to attend a different meeting; please send me 
the schedule 
Name____________ 
Address__________ 
City_____________ 
State____ZIP__________ 
 
Meals will be provided. If you have any questions or comments, please contact us. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Dear Work Group Participant: 
 
There were some printing issues with the mailings that were sent last week where some of you 
didn’t receive the enclosed fact sheet and others only received a one-sided copy of the letter 
without the dates and locations on the reverse side. I apologize for any confusion and 
inconvenience. 
 
Enclosed is a list of all work groups. You may RSVP via the postcard in the original mailing, by 
calling the toll-free number at 1-888-473-2279 or contact us through the web site at 
www.CapX2020.com. 
 
Also enclosed is a Transmission Line Routing Criteria Fact Sheet that was noted in the original 
mailing. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. Again, I’m sorry for the confusion, and 
we look forward to seeing you in a few weeks! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Craig Poorker 
Routing Team Lead 
CapX 2020 Brookings-Twin Cities 
 

 

http://www.capx2020.com/


 
 
Please plan on attending one of the following work groups: 
 
May 28     May 28 
Elko Speedway    Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites 
23650 France Avenue    20800 Kenrick Avenue 
Elko New Market    Lakeville 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    5:00-8:00 pm 
 
May 29     May 29 
Arlington Community Center   Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
204 Shamrock Drive    1300 E. Main Street 
Arlington     New Prague 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    5:00-8:00 pm 
 
June 2      June 3 
Winthrop City Hall    Redwood Area Community Center 
305 North Main    901 Cook Street 
Winthrop     Redwood Falls 
11:00 am-2:00 pm    11:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
June 4      June 5 
Best Western Marshall Inn   Midwest Center for Wind Energy 
1500 E. College Drive   2390 County Highway 1 
Marshall      Hendricks 
11:00 am-2:00 pm; 5:00-8:00 pm  11:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
 
 



 

June 18, 2008 
 
 
Dear Work Group Participant: 
 
Thank you once again for being a part of the routing process for the Brookings to SE Twin Cities CapX 
2020 project. Your input and knowledge of the area is invaluable and will greatly assist our team in 
developing the route we will propose to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission later this year. 
 
Your participation, input from local and state governments and a host of environmental and engineering 
expertise has helped guide the process of narrowing a 12-mile-wide area into potential route segments. 
The combination of these efforts will, we believe, enable us to propose the best possible route options 
that will help us deliver renewable energy onto the electric system while also ensuring we have reliable 
electricity to meet growth throughout the region. 
 
During the first work group session, we asked participants to identify environmental and routing criteria 
throughout the corridor, both what the state requires us to review, and also what residents in the area 
value. At the most recent session, we reviewed potential route segments, based on all of the information 
we’ve collected to this point. 
 
Work Group II Recap: 
 

• Reviewed and connected potential route segments throughout the project area 
• Noted preferences and comments regarding proposed segments 
• Discussed new ideas for potential routes and identified any missing criteria 
• Discussed the importance of avoiding homes, impacts to agriculture and sensitive environmental 

resources  
 
We encourage you to stay involved with this important project, including upcoming milestones: 
 

• Certificate of Need Public Hearings—June 17 through July 2 (schedule available at 
www.CapX2020.com) 

• Written comments to Administrative Law Judge regarding Certificate of Need application, due 
by August 22 

• Upcoming open houses—Letter will be sent in late July or early August with schedule (also 
posted at www.CapX2020.com) 

• Route Application permit filing in Fall 2008 where we will present at least two route options to 
the Public Utilities Commission; the process is expected to last approximately one year.

 

http://www.capx2020.com/
http://www.capx2020.com/


If you have any questions about the work groups or the process as it moves forward, please feel free to 
contact us at our toll-free number: 1-888-473-2279 or at brookingsinfo@CapX2020.com. 
 
Thank you again for your help with this important project. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Craig Poorker 
CapX 2020 
Brookings-SE Twin Cities 
www.CapX2020.com
 
P.O. Box 238 
Elk River, MN  55330-0238 

mailto:brookingsinfo@CapX2020.com
http://www.capx2020.com/


To RSVP – Please return this postcard or call the toll-free number at 1-888-473-2279.

You’re invited to attend the 
CapX 2020 Brookings–SE Twin Cities routing work group

I Will attend

� Elko/New Market � Lakeville � Arlington
� New Prague � Winthrop � Redwood Falls
� Marshall (AM) � Marshall (PM) � Hendricks

Name

Meals will be provided. If you have any questions or comments, please contact us.

www.capx2020.com



CapX 2020/Great River Energy
Attn: Krista Benjamin
12300 Elm Creek Blvd.
Maple Grove, MN 55369



Transmission Line Routing Criteria

Delivering electricity you can rely on

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
Dairyland Power Cooperative

Great River Energy
Minnesota Power

Minnkota Power Cooperative
Missouri River Energy Services

Otter Tail Power Company
Rochester Public Utilities

Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
Wisconsin Public Power Inc.

Xcel Energy

• Use or paralleling of:
Existing rights-of-way 
Survey lines
Natural division lines
Agricultural field boundaries

• Use of existing large electric power generating plant sites
• Use of existing transportation, pipeline, and electrical 

transmission systems or rights-of-way
• Electric system reliability
• Cost of constructing, operating, and maintaining the 

facility which are dependent on design and route
• Unavoidable adverse human and environmental effects
• Irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources

It is important to note that the State prohibits the construc-
tion of transmission lines through two distinct areas:2

Wilderness areas. No high voltage transmission line may be
routed through state or national wilderness areas.

Parks and natural areas. No high voltage transmission line may
be routed through state or national parks or state scientific
and natural areas unless the transmission line would not
materially damage or impair the purpose for which the area
was designated and no feasible and prudent alternative
exists. Economic considerations alone do not justify use of
these areas for a high voltage transmission line.

For more information on how to participate in the regulatory
process, visit www.CapX2020.com/learn.html.

To view the entire chapter relating to electric infrastructure,
visit www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule. Choose Rule 7849
from the table of contents.

The State of Minnesota will use the following factors1 to
decide where to locate the transmission lines proposed by
the CapX 2020 utilities:

• Human Settlement
Displacement 
Noise
Aesthetics
Cultural values
Recreation
Public services

• Public health and safety
• Land-based economies 

Agriculture
Forestry
Tourism
Mining

• Archaeological and historic resources
• Natural environment 

Air
Water quality
Flora
Fauna

• Rare and unique natural resources
• Design options that:

Maximize energy efficiency
Mitigate adverse environmental effects
Accommodate future expansion of transmission 

or generating capacity
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T
he CapX 2020 utilities are working with local 
residents, landowners, state agencies and other
stakeholders to discuss and identify routing 
criteria for the three proposed 345-kV lines. The

State of Minnesota has established set criteria that
must be considered by utilities when determining
potential routes for transmission lines.

1-25-2008

1 Adapted from Minnesota Rules 7849.5910 – Factors 
Considered

2 Minnesota Rules: 7849.5930—Prohibited Routes
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