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Table I-1. State and Federal Special Status Species within One Mile of Routes 

Segment Scientific Name Common Name Type Qty MN 
Status* 

U.S. 
Status**

Preferred Route 

Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike Bird 2 THR None 
Microtus ochrogaster Prairie Vole Mammal 2 SPC None 
Onychomys leucogaster Northern Grasshopper Mouse Mammal 1 NON None 

Brookings to 
Lyon 

Spermophilus richardsonii Richardson's Ground Squirrel Mammal 1 NON None 
Actinonaias ligamentina Mucket Mussel 1 THR None 
Buellia nigra A Species of Lichen Fungus 1 END None 
Elaphe vulpina Eastern Fox Snake Reptile 4 NON None 
Eumeces fasciatus Five-lined Skink Reptile 7 SPC None 
Hordeum pusillum Little Barley Plant 1 NON None 
Opuntia macrorhiza Plains Prickly Pear Plant 3 SPC None 

Lyon to 
Minnesota 
Valley 

Orobanche fasciculata Clustered Broomrape Plant 2 SPC None 
Actinonaias ligamentina Mucket Mussel 1 THR None 
Astragalus lotiflorus Low Milk-vetch Plant 1 NON None 
Quadrula nodulata Wartyback Mussel 1 END None 

Lyon to Cedar 
Mountain 

Speyeria idalia Regal Fritillary Insect 2 SPC None 
Bartramia longicauda Upland Sandpiper Bird 1 NON None 
Cycleptus elongatus Blue Sucker Fish 1 SPC None 
Elaphe vulpina Eastern Fox Snake Reptile 2 NON None 
Gymnocladus dioica Kentucky Coffee-tree Plant 1 NON None 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Bird 2 SPC None 
Panax quinquefolius American Ginseng Plant 3 SPC None 
Polyodon spathula Paddlefish Fish 1 THR None 

Cedar 
Mountain to 
Helena 

Speyeria idalia Regal Fritillary Insect 1 SPC None 
Emydoidea blandingii Blanding's Turtle Reptile 1 THR None Helena to 

Lake Marion Oxypolis rigidior Cowbane Plant 1 NON None 
Desmodium cuspidatum var. 
longifolium Big Tick-trefoil Plant 1 SPC 

None 

Emydoidea blandingii Blanding's Turtle Reptile 1 THR None 
Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike Bird 2 THR None 

Lake Marion 
to Hampton 

Panax quinquefolius American Ginseng Plant 1 SPC None 
Alternate Route 

Astragalus flexuosus Slender Milk-vetch Plant 1 SPC None 
Astragalus lotiflorus Low Milk-vetch Plant 1 NON None 
Hesperia ottoe Ottoe Skipper Insect 1 THR None 
Oarisma powesheik Powesheik Skipper Insect 1 SPC None 

Brookings to 
Lyon 

Speyeria idalia Regal Fritillary Insect 1 SPC None 
Actinonaias ligamentina Mucket Mussel 3 THR None 
Buellia nigra A Species of Lichen Fungus 2 END None 
Elaphe vulpina Eastern Fox Snake Reptile 5 NON None 

Lyon to 
Minnesota 
Valley 

Eumeces fasciatus Five-lined Skink Reptile 11 SPC None 
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Segment Scientific Name Common Name Type Qty MN 
Status* 

U.S. 
Status**

Hordeum pusillum Little Barley Plant 2 NON None 
Opuntia macrorhiza Plains Prickly Pear Plant 5 SPC None 
Orobanche fasciculata Clustered Broomrape Plant 3 SPC None 
Actinonaias ligamentina Mucket Mussel 2 THR None 
Alopecurus carolinianus Carolina Foxtail Plant 1 NON None 
Botaurus lentiginosus American Bittern Bird 1 NON None 
Cerastium brachypodum Mouse-ear Chickweed Plant 3 NON None 
Cycleptus elongatus Blue Sucker Fish 2 SPC None 
Elaphe vulpina Eastern Fox Snake Reptile 1 NON None 
Elliptio dilatata Spike Mussel 1 SPC None 
Lasmigona compressa Creek Heelsplitter Mussel 1 SPC None 
Lasmigona costata Fluted-shell Mussel 1 SPC None 
Lespedeza leptostachya Prairie Bush Clover Plant 1 THR LT 
Ligumia recta Black Sandshell Mussel 2 SPC None 
Pleurobema coccineum Round Pigtoe Mussel 2 THR None 
Reithrodontomys megalotis Western Harvest Mouse Mammal 3 NON None 

Lyon to Cedar 
Mountain 

Scaphirhynchus platorynchus Shovelnose Sturgeon Fish 2 NON None 
Besseya bullii Kitten-tails Plant 2 THR None 
Carex annectens Yellow-fruited Sedge Plant 1 SPC None 

Cedar 
Mountain to 
Helena Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Bird 1 SPC None 
Helena to 
Lake Marion 

Oxypolis rigidior Cowbane Plant 2 NON None 

Decodon verticillatus Waterwillow Plant 1 SPC None 
Desmodium cuspidatum var. 
longifolium Big Tick-trefoil Plant 1 SPC 

None 

Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike Bird 20 THR None 
Liparis liliifolia Lilia-leaved Twayblade Plant 1 NON None 
Oxypolis rigidior Cowbane Plant 1 NON None 

Lake Marion 
to Hampton 

Panax quinquefolius American Ginseng Plant 1 SPC None 
 * END – Endangered; THR – Threatened; SPC – Special Concern; NON – no legal status, data being gathered for possible future listing.  
** LT – Listed Threatened; None – no legal status. 
Source: Minnesota Natural Heritage and nongame Wildlife Program. 2008. Threatened Natural Communities and Rare Species List 
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Table I-2. Rare and Unique Communities and Features within One Mile of Routes 

Segment Description Type Quantity

Preferred Route 

Brookings to Lyon Mesic Prairie (Southern) Community 1 
Colonial Waterbird Nesting Site Animal Assemblage 1 
Mesic Prairie (Southern) Community 1 
Southern Dry Prairie Community 2 
Metamorphic Composition (Archean) Geologic 1 
Mixed Unit or Sequence (Archean, Lower 
Proterozoic) Geologic 1 

Lyon to Minnesota Valley 

Southern Bedrock Outcrop Geologic 2 
Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Southern) Community 1 Lyon to Cedar Mountain 
Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 1 
Colonial Waterbird Nesting Site Animal Assemblage 1 
Elm - Basswood - Black Ash - (Hackberry) Forest Community 1 

Cedar Mountain to 
Helena 

Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 13 
Helena to Lake Marion Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 1 

Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 3 
Red Oak - Sugar Maple - Basswood - (Bitternut 
Hickory) Forest 

Community 1 
Lake Marion to Hampton 

Willow - Dogwood Shrub Swamp Community 2 
Alternate Route 

Calcareous Fen (Southwestern) Community 1 Brookings to Lyon 
 Mesic Prairie (Southern) Community 2 

Colonial Waterbird Nesting Site Animal Assemblage 1 
Dry Hill Prairie (Southern) Community 1 
Mesic Prairie (Southern) Community 1 
Southern Dry Prairie Community 2 
Metamorphic Composition (Archean) Geologic 1 
Mixed Unit or Sequence (Archean, Lower 
Proterozoic) Geologic 1 

Lyon to Minnesota Valley 

Southern Bedrock Outcrop Geologic 3 
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Segment Description Type Quantity

Mussel Sampling Site Animal Assemblage 1 
Dry Hill Prairie (Southern) Community 3 
Mesic Prairie (Southern) Community 1 
Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 5 
Southern Dry Prairie Community 3 
Fossil Plant (Quaternary) Geologic 1 
Sedimentary Unit or Sequence (Cretaceous, 
Quaternary) Geologic 1 

Lyon to Cedar Mountain 

Weathering (Jurassic, Cretaceous) Geologic 1 
Cedar Mountain to 
Helena 

Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Southern) Community 2 

Colonial Waterbird Nesting Site Animal Assemblage 1 Helena to Lake Marion 
 Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 5 

Mussel Sampling Site Animal Assemblage 2 
Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class Community 3 

Lake Marion to Hampton 

Southern Seepage Meadow/Carr Community 2 
Source: Minnesota Natural Heritage and nongame Wildlife Program. 2008. Threatened Natural Communities and Rare Species List 
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Table I-3. List of Mammal Species Known to Occur in the Project Area 

Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

Beaver Castor canadensis Rodents ** 
Big Brown Bat Eptesicus fuscus Bats SB, SC 
Common Muskrat Ondatra zibethicus Rodents SC 
Coyote Canis latrans Carnivores SC 
Eastern Chipmunk Tamias striatus Rodents DK, SC 
Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus Rabbits and hares ** 
Eastern Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis Rodents ** 
Hayden's Shrew Sorex haydeni Shrews and Moles BW, RW, SC, YM 
Hoary Bat Lasiurus cinereus Bats ** 
House Mouse Mus musculus Rodents BW, DK 
Little Brown Myotis Myotis lucifugus Bats SB 
Masked Shrew Sorex cinereus Shrews and Moles BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SC, YM  
Meadow Jumping Mouse Zapus hudsonius Rodents BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SC, YM  
Meadow Vole Microtus pennsylvanicus Rodents BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM  
Northern Short-tailed Shrew Blarina brevicauda Shrews and Moles YM 
Northern Short-tailed Shrew Blarina brevicauda Shrews and Moles BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SC 
Plains Pocket Gopher Geomys bursarius Rodents ** 
Prairie Deer Mouse Peromyscus maniculatus bairdii Rodents BW, LE, RN, RW, YM 
Raccoon Procyon lotor Raccoon ** 
Red Bat Lasiurus borealis Bats ** 
Red Fox Vulpes fulva Cyote/Fox ** 
Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus Rodents RN, SC 
Shorttail Shrew Blarina brevicauda Shrews and Moles ** 
Silver-haired Bat Lasionycteris noctivagans Bats SC 
Southern Flying Squirrel Glaucomys volans Rodents RN 
Southern Red-backed Vole Clethrionomys gapperi Rodents DK 
Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis Weasel/Skunk/Otter ** 
Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tridecemlineatus Rodents BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SC, YM  
Virginia Opossum Didelphis virginiana Opossums LE, SC 
Western Harvest House Reithrodontomys megalotis Rodents DK, RW, SC, YM  
White-footed Mouse Peromyscus leucopus Rodents BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus Deer ** 
White-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus townsendii Rabbits and hares SC 
Woodchuck Marmota monax Rodents ** 
* Data from MN Valley NWR and MN DNR   
** County information was not provide in MN Valley NWR Data. Data not included for Lincoln, Lyon, Le Sueur and Rice Counties (MN 
DNR).  
LN=Lincoln County, LY=Lyon County, YM=Yellow Medicine County, RW=Redwood County, BW=Brown County, RN=Renville 
County, SB=Sibley County, LE=Le Sueur County, SC=Scott County, RC=Rice County, DK=Dakota County 
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Table I-4. List of Bird Species Known to Occur in the Project Area* 

Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum Tyrant Flycatchers DK, RW 
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus Herons and Bitterns YM 

American Coot Fulica americana 
Rails, Gallinules, and 
Coots YM 

American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos Jays, Magpies, and Crows BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis Finches BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
American Kestrel Falco sparverius Falcons DK, RN, SC, YM 
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla New World Warblers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
American Robin Turdus migratorius Thrushes BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
American Woodcock Scolopax minor Sandpipers and Phalaropes DK, SB 

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia Swallows BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, SC, YM 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Swallows BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Barred Owl Strix varia Owls BW, SC 
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii Vireos DK 
Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon Kingfishers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, SB, SC, YM 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger Gulls and Terns BW, LE, RC, RW, SC 
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia New World Warblers SC 
Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus Cuckoos DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 
Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus Chickadees and Titmice BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Herons and Bitterns DK, SC 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea Cardinals and Grosbeaks BW 
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata Jays, Magpies, and Crows BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea Gnatcatchers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors Ducks, Geese, and Swans BW, DK, LE, RW, SC, YM 
Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus New World Warblers BW, DK, RC, RW, SB, SC 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, SB, SC, YM 

Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles SC 

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus Hawks and Eagles LE, SC 
Brown Creeper Certhia americana Creepers DK, LE, RW, SC 

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 
Mockingbirds and 
Thrashers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis Ducks, Geese, and Swans BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Canvasback Aythya valisineria Ducks, Geese, and Swans RW 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum Waxwings DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica New World Warblers RN, SC 
Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica Swifts BW, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 
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Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonata Swallows BW, DK, SC, YM 

Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, YM 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor Nighthawks and Nightjars LE, RW 
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas New World Warblers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii Hawks and Eagles DK, SB, SC 
Dickcissel Spiza americana Cardinals and Grosbeaks BW, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 
Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus Cormorants DK, LE, SC, YM 
Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens Woodpeckers DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Grebes RW, YM 
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis Thrushes BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus Tyrant Flycatchers BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC 

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe Tyrant Flycatchers DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs DK, RN, SB, SC, YM 

Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens Tyrant Flycatchers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris Starlings BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Gadwall Anas strepera Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 

Grasshopper Sparrow 
Ammodramus 
savannarum 

Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 
Mockingbirds and 
Thrashers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias Herons and Bitterns BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus Tyrant Flycatchers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Great Egret Ardea alba Herons and Bitterns DK, LE, RN, SC 
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus Owls LE, YM 
Green Heron Butorides virescens Herons and Bitterns BW, DK, LE, RC, SC, YM 
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 
Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus Ducks, Geese, and Swans DK, RW, SC 
Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris Larks BW, DK RC, SC 
House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus Finches BW, DK, LE 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Old World Sparrows BW, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon Wrens BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea Cardinals and Grosbeaks BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus Plovers BW, DK, LE, RW, SC, SB, YM 
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Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs LE, RN, RW, SC, YM 

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Herons and Bitterns DK 
Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus Tyrant Flycatchers BW, DK, LE, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Ducks, Geese, and Swans BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris Wrens BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura Pigeons and Doves BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphicus New World Warblers BW, DK, SB, SC 
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis Cardinals and Grosbeaks BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus Hawks and Eagles BW, RW, SC 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 
Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis Swallows BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, RW, YM 

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla New World Warblers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps Grebes DK, RW, SC, YM 
Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC 
Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus New World Warblers RC 
Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea New World Warblers DK, LE, RW, SC 
Purple Martin Progne subis Swallows LE, SC 
Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis Nuthatches DK 
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus Vireos BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Redhead Aythya americana Ducks, Geese, and Swans BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena Grebes BW 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis Hawks and Eagles BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis Gulls and Terns SC 
Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 

Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Partridges, Grouse, and 
Turkeys BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Rock Pigeon Columba livia Pigeons and Doves BW, SC, YM  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus Cardinals and Grosbeaks BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird Archilochus colubris Hummingbirds BW, DK, SB, SC, YM 
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis Ducks, Geese, and Swans YM 
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Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus 
Partridges, Grouse, and 
Turkeys DK, SB 

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, LE, RC, RN, RW, SC, YM 

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea Tanagers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis Wrens BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, YM 

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Sora Porzana carolina 
Rails, Gallinules, and 
Coots DK 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius Sandpipers and Phalaropes DK, RN, RW, SB, SC 

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor Swallows BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura New World Vultures LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda Sandpipers and Phalaropes LE, RC, YM 
Veery Catharus fuscescens Thrushes DK, RC, SC, YM 

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
Towhees, Sparrows, and 
Longspurs BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, YM 

Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 
Rails, Gallinules, and 
Coots BW, SC 

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus Vireos BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis Grebes YM 
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis Tyrant Flycatchers YM 

Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis Nuthatches BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC 

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 
Partridges, Grouse, and 
Turkeys BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii Tyrant Flycatchers BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata Sandpipers and Phalaropes BW, DK, YM 
Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Wrens DK, RW 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa Ducks, Geese, and Swans BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Thrushes BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia New World Warblers BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius Woodpeckers BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Cuckoos LE, YM 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

New World Blackbirds and 
Orioles BW, DK, LE, RC, RW, SC, YM 

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons Vireos BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
* Data from MN Valley NWR and MN DNR   
** Data not included for Lincoln and Lyon Counties (MN DNR) 
LN=Lincoln County, LY=Lyon County, YM=Yellow Medicine County, RW=Redwood County, BW=Brown County, RN=Renville County, 
SB=Sibley County, LE=Le Sueur County, SC=Scott County, RC=Rice County, DK=Dakota County 
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Table I-5. List of Reptile and Amphibian Species Known to Occur in the Project Area* 

Common Name Scientific Name Group County 

American Toad Bufo americanus Frogs and Toads Scott 
Common Gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis Snakes Scott 
Cope's Gray Treefrog Hyla chrysoscelis Frogs and Toads Scott 
DeKay's Brownsnake Storeria dekayi Snakes Scott 
False Map Turtle Graptemys pseudogeographica Turtles Scott 
Gopher Snake Pituophis melanoleucus Snakes ** 
Gray Treefrog Hyla versicolor Frogs and Toads Scott 
Green Frog Rana clamitans Frogs and Toads Scott 
Milksnake Lampropeltis triangulum Snakes Scott 
Northern Leopard Frog Rana pipiens Frogs and Toads Scott 
Northern Map Turtle Graptemys geographica Turtles Scott 
Northern Water Snake Nerodia sipedon Snakes ** 
Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta Turtles Scott 
Plains Gartersnake Thamnophis radix Snakes Scott 
Prairie Skink Eumeces septentrionalis Lizards Scott 
Red-bellied Snake Storeria occipitomaculata Snakes Scott 
Smooth Softshell Trionyx muticus Turtles Scott 
Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina Turtles Scott 
Spiny Softshell Apalone spinifera Turtles Scott 
Spring Peeper Hyla crucifer Frogs and Toads ** 
Tiger Salamander Ambystoma tigrinum Salamanders Scott 
Western Chorus Frog Pseudacris triseriata Frogs and Toads Scott 
Western Foxsnake Elaphe vulpina Snakes Scott 
Western Hognose Snake Heternodon nasicus Snakes ** 
Wood Frog Rana sylvatica Frogs and Toads Scott 

* Data from MN Valley NWR and MN DNR   

**County information was not provide in MN Valley NWR Data. Data only available for Scott County 
(MN DNR) 
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Table I-6. List of Fish Species Known to Occur in the Project Area* 

Common Name Scientific Name County 

Bigmouth Buffalo Ictiobus cyprinellus BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Black Bullhead Ameiurus melas BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Bowfin Amia calva DK, LE, RC, SB, SC 
Brook Trout Salvelinus fontinalis DK 
Brown Bullhead Ameiurus nebulosus BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Brown Trout Salmo trutta DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC 
Burbot Lota lota DK 
Channel Catfish Ictalurus punctatus BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Common Carp Cyprinus carpio BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
White crappie Pomoxis annularis BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Black crappie Pomoxis anigromaculatus BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Flathead catfish Pylodictis olivaris BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Freshwater drum Aplodinotus grunniens BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB 
Lake Sturgeon Acipenser fulvescens BW, DK, RC, RN, RW, SC, YM 
Largemouth Bass Micropterus salmoides BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Long-nose Gar Lepisosteus osseus DK, LE, RC, SB, SC 
Muskellunge Esox masquinongy LE, SB, SC  
Northern Pike Esox lucius BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Rainbow Trout Oncorhynchus mykiss RC, SC 
Sauger Stizostedion canadensis BW, DK, LE, RC, SB, SC 
Smallmouth Bass Micropterus dolomieu BW, DK, LE, RN, RW, SC, SB, YM 
Walleye Sander vitreus BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
White Sucker Catostomus commersonii BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Yellow Bullhead Ameiurus natalis BW, DK, LE, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
Yellow Perch Perca flavescens BW, DK, LE, LN, LY, RC, RN, RW, SB, SC, YM 
* Data from MN DNR 
LN=Lincoln County, LY=Lyon County, YM=Yellow Medicine County, RW=Redwood County, BW=Brown 
County, RN=Renville County, SB=Sibley County, LE=Le Sueur County, SC=Scott County, RC=Rice County, 
DK=Dakota County 
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Table I-7. Recreational Resources 

Segment Resource Use 

Preferred Route 

Lac Qui Parle River Canoeing and Fishing 
Yellow Medicine River Canoeing and Fishing 
Highway 75 – King of Trails Historic highway 
Lincoln County Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Brookings to Lyon 

Lyon County Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Lines WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 

waterfowl, doves Lyon to Minnesota Valley 
*Blue Devil SNA  Hiking and bedrock outcrop communities 
Luescher-Barnum WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 

waterfowl 
Wildlife Viewing: wetland habitat 

Daub’s Lake WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants,  
Wildlife Viewing: prairie habitat 

Morgan Sportsman Club Recreational shooting area 
Minnesota River Valley National 
Scenic Byway  

Wild and Scenic River: canoeing, hiking, 
camping, boating, fishing and wildlife 
observation 

MN Valley Snowriders Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Lyon to Cedar Mountain 
 

Renville County Drift Runners Snowmobile Trails 
Minnesota River Valley National 
Scenic Byway 

Wild and Scenic River: canoeing, hiking, 
camping, boating, fishing, wildlife 
observation and historic sites 

Le Sueur Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Renville County Drift Runners Snowmobile Trails 

Cedar Mountain to Helena  

River View Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Michel Marsha WMA Hunting: deer, small game, pheasant, and 

waterfowl 
Wildlife Viewing: wetland and prairie 
habitat 
Canoeing opportunities  

Cedar Lake County Park Lake and Recreation Area: fishing, 
boating, swimming, camping 

Lakeville Snowmobile Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Le Sueur Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Helena to Lake Marion 

Sno Trails Snowmobile Trails 
Dakota Trail Snowmobile Trail Lake Marion to Hampton 

 Lakeville Snow Trackers Trail Snowmobile Trail 
Alternate Route 

Salix WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
doves Brookings to Lyon 

Muskrat Junction WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, doves 
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Segment Resource Use 

Thostenson WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, doves 

Furgamme WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, doves 

Thostenson WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, doves,  

Coot WMA Deer, small game, pheasants, waterfowl, 
doves,  

Rogge WMA Hunting: deer small game, pheasant, 
waterfowl and doves 

Public Recreation Area Horseback Riding 
Highway 75 – King of Trails Historic highway 
Lincoln County Drift Clippers 
Trail 

Snow mobile Trails 

Lyon County Trails Snowmobile Trails 

Gabriel Anderson WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, doves 

*Blue Devil SNA  Hiking and bedrock outcrop communities 
Lyon County Trails Snowmobile Trails 

Lyon to Minnesota Valley  

Monevideo Sno-Drifters Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Klabunde WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, forest game 

birds, pheasants, turkeys,  
Beaver Falls County Park Camping, hiking, picnic area 
MN Valley Snowriders Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Lyon to Cedar Mountain 

Renville County Drift Runners Snowmobile Trails 

O’Brien WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, forest game 
birds, pheasants, waterfowl, turkeys 
Wildlife Viewing: Wetland and forest 
habitat  

Michel Marsh WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, pheasants, 
waterfowl, turkeys,  
Wildlife Viewing: Wetland and prairie 
habitat 

Minnesota River Valley National 
Scenic Byway  

Wild and Scenic River: canoeing, hiking, 
camping, boating, fishing, wildlife 
observation and historic sites 

Carver-Sibley County Club Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Renville County Drift Runners Snowmobile Trails 

River View Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Cedar Mountain to Helena 

Sno Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Lakeville Snowmobile Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Le Sueur Trail Snowmobile Trails Helena to Lake Marion 

Lonsdale Snow Wizards Snowmobile Trails 
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Segment Resource Use 

Chub Lake WMA Hunting: Deer, small game, forest game 
birds, pheasants, waterfowl, turkeys 
Wildlife Viewing: Wetland, forest and 
prairie habitat 

Baseball Diamond Hampton community baseball games 
Dakota Trail Snowmobile Trails 
Lakeville Snowmobile Trail Snowmobile Trails 

Lake Marion to Hampton 

Waterford Warriors Trail Snowmobile Trails 
* Outside the route corridor, but may have visual impacts  

  


