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Issued:  June 3, 2009  
 

REVISED 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

In the Matter of the Certificate of Need and Route Permit Applications for a 161 kV Transmission 
Line and Associated Facilities in Jackson County, Minnesota.  

 
PUC Docket Numbers: IP-6686/CN-08-944 and IP-6686/TL-08-1120 

 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on behalf of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Commission) on the certificate of need and route permit applications submitted by 
Northstar Transmission, LLC (Northstar) for a proposed 161 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and 
associated facilities in Jackson County, Minnesota, at the location listed below. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, June 23, 2009 - 6:00 P.M. 
AmericInn of Jackson 

110 Belmont Lane 
Jackson, Minnesota 

 
 
Administrative Law Judge.  Administrative Law Judge Bruce Johnson will preside at the hearing.  Judge 
Johnson’s address is:  Office of Administrative Hearings, P.O. Box 64620, St. Paul, MN 55164, phone:  651-
361-7839, email:  bruce.johnson@state.mn.us. 
 
Project Description.  Northstar is proposing to construct a 9- or 10-mile 161 kV transmission line, a 
substation in Petersburg Township, and a switching station east of the city of Jackson, Minnesota.  The 
transmission line would originate at a newly constructed substation located approximately one half mile 
north of the Minnesota-Iowa border in Petersburg Township and proceed north out of the substation along 
County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 25/560th Avenue for approximately five and one half miles to 558th 
Avenue and continue north two miles to CSAH 14 traveling one-quarter mile east.  At this point the 
transmission line route would veer slightly north-northwest traveling across private agricultural land 
along property and section lines to a newly proposed switching station (Figure 1). 
 
Certificate of Need.  The proposed project is considered a large energy facility under Minnesota Statute 
216B.2421, subd. 2(3), as it would have a capacity of 100 kV or more and exceed 10 miles in length.  
Northstar filed a certificate of need application for the proposed project on October 28, 2008, that was 
accepted by the Commission as complete on January 22, 2009.  The Commission has one year to issue a 
certificate of need from the date the application was deemed complete.  In its Order, the Commission 
found it appropriate for the certificate of need process in this case to proceed under the informal or 
expedited review process (comment and reply) rather than referring the matter to the Office of 
Administrative Hearings for a contested case hearing. 
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Route Permit.  No person may construct a high-voltage transmission line without a route permit from the 
Commission under Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subd. 2.  A high-voltage transmission line is defined as 
any conductor of electric energy and associated facilities designed for and capable of operating at a 
voltage of 100 kV or more and is greater than 1,500 feet in length.  Associated facilities include, but are 
not be limited to, insulators, towers, substations, switches, and terminals. 
 
The project is eligible for consideration under the alternative permitting process (Minnesota Rule 
7849.5500) of the Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statute 216E.04, subd. 2).  The alternative 
permitting process is shorter than the full permitting procedures and does not require the applicant to 
propose any alternative sites or routes to the preferred site or route, but does require the applicant to 
disclose rejected route alternatives and an explanation of why they were rejected.  Under the alternative 
permitting process, the Commission has six months to issue a route permit from the date a route permit 
application is deemed complete.  The Commission accepted the Northstar route permit application as 
complete on December 1, 2008. 
 
Environmental Assessment.  The Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security (OES) has 
prepared an environmental assessment (EA) on the proposed project to cover the environmental review 
requirements for both the certificate of need and route permit processes.  The EA addresses alternatives to 
the project and the potential impacts of the proposed transmission line.  Electronic versions of the EA and 
other documents relevant to this matter are available for viewing and download on the PUC website at:  
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19789 or eDockets at:  
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp (Certificate of Need Docket Number 08-944 or 
Route Permit Docket Number 08-1120). 
 
Conduct of Hearing.  The public hearing will be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the 
Power Plant Siting Act, Minnesota Statute 216E.04, subd. 6, and the rules of the Commission, Minnesota 
Rules parts 7849.5500 to 7849.5720, for projects of the size and type proposed in this case. 
 
OES staff will be present at the hearing and make a brief presentation describing the project and introduce into 
the record a number of documents relating to the project, including the applications, the EA, and certain 
procedural documents.  Representatives of the Northstar will also be present to offer their evidence by way of 
testimony and exhibits.  In addition, members of the public will have an opportunity to ask questions of OES 
staff and Northstar representatives, to make statements, and to offer written comments and material into the 
record.  Members of the public are not required to file any papers in advance of the hearing in order to 
participate.   
 
Written comments regarding whether or not the certificate of need and the route permit should be granted for 
the proposed project should be submitted directly to Judge Johnson at the address above.  The time period for 
submitting comments will be set by the judge and will extend at least ten days beyond the close of the hearing 
to Friday, July 3, 2009.  Written comments should include the Docket Numbers (IP-6686/CN-08-944 and/or IP-
6686/TL-08-1120) for this proceeding. 
 
Purpose of Hearing.  The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comments on the application 
for a certificate of need and a route permit for the proposed project.  Upon closure of the public comment 
period Judge Johnson will compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision 
on the permits requested.  The Commission will make a final decision on the permits at a subsequent 
meeting. 
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Additional Information.  For more information about the process, the proposed project or to place your 
name on the project mailing list, contact the OES project manager or public advisor at: 
 

Scott Ek, Project Manager 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 

85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 

(651) 296-8813 
scott.ek@state.mn.us 

Deborah Pile, Public Advisor 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 

85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 

(651) 297-2375 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 

 
Questions specific to the certificate of need should be directed to:  Tricia DeBleeckere, Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101-2147, phone:  (651) 201-2254, email:  
tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us. 
 
Mailing List.  Any person may add his or her name to the mailing list maintained by OES for future 
mailings regarding this project.  If you would like to receive notice of the Commission’s final decision in 
this matter please add your name to the mailing list.  Names can be added to the list by contacting the 
OES project manager or by registering on the PUC website at:  http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/ 
Docket.html?Id=19789. 
 
This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by calling 651-
201-2202 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (TTY relay service). 



Figure 1: Proposed Project 
 
 

 


