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 BRIAN M. MELOY 
 612-335-1451 DIRECT 
 BRIAN.MELOY@LEONARD.COM 
 
 
August 13, 2008 
 
 
Via E-Filing 
 
 
Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
 
RE:  In the Matter of the Application of Noble Flat Hill Windpark I , LLC For a Certificate 

of Need For a 201 MW Wind Project in Clay County, Minnesota 
 Docket No.  IP-6687/CN-08-951 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
 Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.2421 and 216B.243 and Minnesota Rules Part 
7829.2550,  please find enclosed for filing the Petition Requesting Confirmation That a Separate 
Certificate of Need is Not Required For a Radial Transmission Line, or in the Alternative, 
Petition for Approval of Notice Plan and Variance of Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC. 
 
 Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/  ��������	
� 
Brian M. Meloy 
Counsel for Noble Flat Hill 
Windpark I, LLC 

cc:  Service List 

 

150 SOUTH FIFTH STREET  SUITE 2300 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
 
In the Matter of the Application of    
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC   
For a Certificate of Need    )  Docket No.  IP-6687/CN-08-951 
For a 201 MW Wind Project in   
Clay County, Minnesota     
   

 
PETITION REQUESTING CONFIRMATION THAT A SEPARATE CERTIFICATE  

OF NEED IS NOT REQUIRED FOR A RADIAL TRANSMISSION LINE,  
OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE, PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF NOTICE  

PLAN AND VARIANCE OF NOBLE FLAT HILL WINDPARK I, LLC 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
On August 8, 2008, Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC (“Noble”) submitted a Petition for 

Exemption from Certain Certificate of Need Filing Requirements associated with its proposed 

201 megawatt (“MW”) wind farm in the above referenced docket.  Noble’s Petition requests 

exemptions from certain filing requirements customarily granted to Large Wind Energy 

Conversion Systems (“LWECS”) proposed by Independent Power Producers (“IPP”).  

Consistent with Minnesota Rules Part 7849.0200, Subp. 6, Noble intends to file its Certificate of 

Need (“CON”) application for its proposed Flat Hill Project forty-five (45) days from the date of 

its exemption request.  Consistent with the express language of Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, Subd. 

2, if granted, the CON will apply to the Flat Hill Project and the “transmission lines directly 

associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant to the transmission system.” 

 In accordance with the plain meaning of Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.2421 and 216B.243, Noble 

seeks confirmation from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) that it is 

not required to obtain a separate CON for the approximately 11-mile 230 kV radial transmission 

line directly associated with Noble’s proposed Flat Hill Project and which is necessary to 
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interconnect the plant to the transmission system.  As discussed below, good cause exists to grant 

Noble’s Petition in light of recent interpretations with respect to Minnesota’s CON requirements. 

 In the alternative, if the Commission declines to grant Noble’s Petition despite the plain 

language of Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, Noble requests that the Commission approve its Notice 

Plan required by Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550 and grant a variance to allow Noble to submit 

any CON required for its radial transmission line upon Commission approval of the Notice Plan. 

In support hereof, Noble states: 

I. 
BACKGROUND 

 
A. Description of Noble. 

 Noble, a Delaware limited liability company, is an indirect wholly-owed subsidiary of 

Noble Environmental Power, LLC (“NEP”).  NEP is an independent power developer and 

leading renewable energy company founded in 2004 in response to growing demand for clean, 

renewable sources of energy.  NEP is based in Essex, Connecticut.   NEP has approximately 

3,850 MW of wind parks in operation or under development in eight states, including New York, 

New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Texas, and Wyoming.  NEP is 

majority-owned by JPMorgan Partners Fund, which is managed by CCMP Capital. 

B. Description of the Flat Hill Project. 

 Noble is developing the Flat Hill Project in Clay County, Minnesota.  The Project is 

located twelve miles east of the City of Moorhead and will be comprised of one hundred thirty 

four (134) GE 1.5 MW, 60 Hz wind turbines for a total installed capacity of 201 MWs.  The Flat 

Hill Project will be staged in two 100.5 MW Phases.  Associated infrastructure include access 

roads, step-up transformers, an underground electrical collection system, an approximately 11-
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mile 230 kilovolt (“kV”) overhead transmission line, a substation, and operations and 

maintenance (“O&M”) building and layout areas. 

 The 11-mile 230 kV transmission line is a generator outlet necessary to interconnect the 

wind farm with existing transmission facilities owned by Otter Tail Power Company (“OTP”) at 

a designated point of interconnection (“POI”).1  The transmission line extends from the Flat Hill 

Project substation to OTP’s 230 kV transmission system.2  Any transmission upgrades beyond 

the POI will be determined through the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, 

Inc’s (“MISO”) Generator Interconnection Procedures and are not the subject of this Petition.  

The Flat Hill Project is a “large energy facility,” as defined by Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, Subd. 2.  

Accordingly, a CON issued by the Commission is required for the “facility” under Minn. Stat. § 

216B.243. 3 

III. 
PETITION 

 
A. The Commission Should Confirm that a Separate CON is Not Required for the 

Radial Line Necessary to Interconnect the Flat Hill Project to the Bulk 
Transmission System.  
  

                                                 
1 Noble intends to submit applications for a site permit for the LWECS by October 1, 2008 and a route permit for the 
11 mile 230 kV transmission line by August 29, 2008.  A diagram showing the proposed transmission line is 
attached to the proposed Notice Plan, which is appended hereto. 
 
2 Noble is proposing to construct the 230 kV transmission line, substation and switching station in Clay County, 
Minnesota.  Depending on the final determined route, the proposed transmission line will cover a distance of 
approximately 9.5 to 11.5 miles, and utilize existing roadway right-of-way where possible, consistent with the 
Commission’s routing recommendations for corridor-sharing. The Proposed Project would be constructed to capture 
energy generated by the Flat Hill Project and connect to the existing OTP Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission 
line southeast of Glyndon, Minnesota. The project area includes portions of the Townships of Moland, Spring 
Prairie, Glyndon, and Riverton, east of the City of Glyndon.  
   
3 The Flat Hill Project is a LWECS as defined by Minn. Stat. § 216F.01, for which a Site Permit is required under 
Minn. Stat. § 216F.04.   The Flat Hill Project qualifies as “eligible energy technology" for the purposes of 
satisfying the Minnesota Renewable Energy Objectives (“REO”), as set forth in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691.  The 
REO require Minnesota utilities to provide twelve percent of their “total retail electric sales” from eligible resources 
by 2012, with the number increasing to twenty five percent by 2025.  See Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, Subd. 2a.  
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Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, Subd. 2, provides that “[n]o large energy facility shall be sited or 

constructed in Minnesota without the issuance of a certificate of need by the commission . . ..”  

Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1), defines a "large energy facility" as “any electric power 

generating plant or combination of plants at a single site with a combined capacity of 50,000 

kilowatts or more and transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to 

interconnect the plant to the transmission system.”  Accordingly, the governing statute expressly 

provides that if an applicant obtains a CON for a “large energy facility,” that CON applies to 

“transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant 

to the transmission system.” 

In the present case, the approximately 11-mile 230 kV transmission line associated with 

the Flat Hill Project is a generator outlet necessary to interconnect the wind farm with existing 

transmission facilities owned by OTP.  Thus, consistent with a plain reading of the statute.4 and 

well-established Commission precedent,5 a separate CON is not required for the radial 

transmission line.  To conclude otherwise would improperly render Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, 

Subd. 2 (1) meaningless. 

In particular, if Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1) was somehow interpreted only to 

apply to transmission facilities that did not otherwise meet the definition of a high voltage 

transmission line (“HVTL”) subject to the CON requirements, the language “and transmission 

                                                 
4 The fundamental rule of statutory construction and is to “look first at the specific statutory language and be guided 
by its natural and most obvious meaning.”  See State v. Edwards, 589 N.W.2d 807, 810 (Minn. Ct. App. 1999) 
(citing Heaslip v. Freeman, 511 N.W.2d 21, 22 (Minn. Ct. App. 1994)). This rule reflects the fact that the 
Legislature must be presumed to have chosen the words of a statute thoughtfully and meaningfully, not uselessly.  In 
re Haskvitz, 104 F. Supp. 173, 181 (D. Minn. 1952). 
 
5 See In the Matter of the Application of Mankato Energy Center, LLC, a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Calpine 
Corporation, for a Certificate of Need for a Large Electric Generating Facility, DOCKET NO. IP-6345/CN-03-
1884, ORDER GRANTING CERTIFICATE OF NEED (September 22, 2004) (granting a CON “for the proposed 
facility and the transmission line(s) directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant to 
the transmission system.”). 
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lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant to the 

transmission system” would be rendered entirely meaningless – as the facilities covered would 

not require a CON in any event.  Under Minnesota law, it must be presumed that the legislature 

“does not intend a result that is absurd, impossible of execution, or unreasonable.”6   Requiring a 

separate CON for the Noble transmission line “necessary to interconnect the [Flat Hill Project] to 

the transmission system” would violate the plain meaning of the statute and improperly render 

the statutory provision null and void. 

Finally, it must also be recognized that it would be incongruous to require a separate 

CON for a transmission line necessary to interconnect a “large energy facility.”   If need is 

determined with respect to the Facility, it would be illogical to require a separate need 

determination for a generator outlet line necessary to deliver power from a “certified” Facility to 

the bulk transmission system.  The Legislature certainly recognized this fact when it enacted 

Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124. 

Furthermore, issues with respect to the “routing” of a generator outlet line, as well as any 

alternatives, would be fully evaluated in route permit proceedings and should not be duplicated 

in a CON proceeding.7  Requiring a separate CON, which largely covers the same issues (e.g., 

environmental impacts, alternatives, engineering and construction), is neither an efficient use of 

limited administrative resources nor consistent with the plain language of Minn. Stat. 

§ 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1).  For these reasons, the Commission should confirm that a separate 

                                                 
6 See Minn. Stat. § 645.17(1). 
 
7 The Project is a 230 kV line that would be between 9.5 and 11.5 miles long, and Noble expects to file a Route 
Permit with the Commission by August 29, 2008, as is required by Minn. Stat. § 216E.01, subd. 4 and Minn. R. 
7849.5010, Subp. 9. 
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CON is not required for the 11-mile 230 kV transmission line associated with the Flat Hill 

Project. 

B. Confirmation is Needed to Ensure Orderly, Timely and Efficient Siting and 
Permitting of Wind Facilities. 
 
Consistent with the guidance the Commission has provided in similar circumstances,8 the 

Commission should confirm that a separate CON is not required for the radial transmission line 

associated with the Flat Hill Project.  Confirmation is necessary in light of varying 

interpretations of the requirements of Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.2421 and 216B.243.  Specifically, 

Commission Staff recently issued Briefing Papers in Docket No. IP-6657/CN-07-1425 with 

respect to Wisconsin Power and Light Company’s (“WPL”) proposed Bent Tree Wind Project,9 

erroneously concluding that WPL’s radial 18-mile 161 kV transmission line connecting the 

project’s substation to the Hayward Substation West of Albert Lea required a CON because it 

“meets the definition of a large energy facility under Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421 Subd. 2. (3).”10  

This conclusion may have resulted from WPL’s filing of a joint CON application covering both 

the wind project and the associated transmission line.11 

As discussed above, however, such an interpretation is contrary to the plain meaning of 

Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1), which explicitly provides that a CON for a Facility 

                                                 
8 See e.g., In the Matter of the Petition of Excelsior Energy Inc. and MEP-ILLC for an Order Concerning 
Transmission Infrastructure Under Minn. Stat. §216B. 1694, DOCKET NO. E-6472/CN-07-1640, ORDER 
GRANTING PETITION TO FIND TRANSMISSION FACILITIES EXEMPT FROM CERTIFICATE OF NEED 
REQUIREMENTS UNDER MINN. STAT. § 216B.1694 (April 18, 2008). 
 
9 Prior to its review of the Bent Tree Briefing Papers, Noble was unaware that there was any debate with respect to 
the meaning of Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1). 
 
10 See “ Staff Briefing Papers for ET-6657/CN-07-1425 on August 14, 2008” at page 3.  Commission Staff asserts 
that “[t]he voltage and length of the line meets the definition of a large energy facility under Minn. Stat. § 
216B.2421 Subd. 2. (3) and as a result, the proposed transmission line requires that a Notice Plan be implemented 
under Minn. Rules, part 7829.2550.”  A Notice Plan is only required if a CON application for a HVTL is required. 
 
11 Noble’s preliminary understanding is that WPL’s proposed radial transmission line is necessary to interconnect 
the proposed Bent Tree facility to the transmission system and, therefore, does not require a separate CON under the 
plain language of Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 2 (1). 
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includes “transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect 

the plant to the transmission system.”  Importantly, the applicable statute does not provide that a 

Facility includes “transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to 

interconnect the plant to the transmission system [unless the subject transmission line 

independently meets the definition of a ‘ large energy facility’  under Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421 

Subd. 2. (3)].”  Noble believes that such an interpretation is incorrect as a matter of law12 and 

would render Subd. 2 (1) entirely meaningless. 

In light of Minnesota’s aggressive Renewable Energy Objectives as reflected in Minn. 

Stat. § 216B.1691, it is essential that the Commission address CON requirements for wind 

projects in a timely manner and ensure that statutes and rules are interpreted in accordance with 

their express language and plain meaning that fulfills the legislative intent to eliminate 

unreasonable burdens to permitting projects.  In the present case, Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, Subd. 

2 (1) cannot be reasonably interpreted to require a separate CON for some, but not all, 

“transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant 

to the transmission system.”  The Commission should confirm the same with respect to the Flat 

Hill Project. 

IV. 
ALTERNATIVE REQUEST FOR 

APPROVAL OF NOTICE PLAN AND VARIANCE 
 

 If the Commission declines to grant Noble’s Petition despite the plain language of Minn. 

Stat. § 216B.2421, Noble requests that the Commission approve its Notice Plan required by 

Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550 and grant a variance to allow Noble to submit any CON 

                                                 
12 The most fundamental principle of statutory interpretation is that “the object of all interpretation and construction 
of laws is to effectuate the intention of the legislature.” See Minn. Stat. § 645.16.   If the statute is unambiguous, 
then the plain language adopted by the legislature must be applied.  See Astleford Equip. Co. v. Navistar Int’ l 
Transp. Corp., 632 N.W.2d 182, 188 (Minn. 2001). 
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required for its radial transmission line upon Commission approval of the Plan, which is 

appended hereto as Attachment A. 

V. 
CONCLUSION 

 
 Based on the foregoing, the Commission should confirm that Noble is not required to 

obtain a separate CON for the 11-mile 230 kV radial transmission line directly associated with 

Noble’s proposed Flat Hill Project and which is necessary to interconnect the plant to the 

transmission system.  In the alternative, if the Commission declines to grant Noble’s Petition 

despite the plain language of Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, Noble requests that the Commission 

approve its Notice Plan required by Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550 and grant a variance to 

allow Noble to submit any CON required for its radial transmission line upon Commission 

approval of the Plan. 

Dated:  August 13, 2008      Respectfully submitted, 

/s/  �����������	
� 
_________________________ 
James J. Bertrand 
Brian M. Meloy  
Volha Andreyeva 
Leonard, Street and Deinard 
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
Telephone:  (612) 335-1500 
jim.bertrand@leonard.com 
brian.meloy@leonard.com  
Volha.Andreyeva@leonard.com 
 
Counsel For  
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I , LLC.
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE PLAN AND VARIANCE REQUEST
ATTACHMENT A 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
In the Matter of the Application of    
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC   
For a Certificate of Need    )  Docket No.  IP-6687/CN-08-951 
For a 201 MW Wind Project in   
Clay County, Minnesota     
 
 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF NOTICE 
PLAN AND VARIANCE OF NOBLE FLAT HILL WINDPARK I, LLC 

 
Public Comments on this Notice Plan proposal can be submitted to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission until 4:30 p.m. on September 2, 2008. 
 
Reply Comments can be submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission until 4:30 p.m. on September 22, 2008. 

 In accordance with Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC 

(“Noble”) submits this Notice Plan to provide “all persons likely to be affected by the proposed 

line” with the opportunity to participate in Certificate of Need (“CON”) proceedings.  Noble 
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respectfully requests that the Commission approve its Notice Plan related to its approximately 

11-mile 230 kV transmission line and grant a variance to allow Noble to submit the CON 

application for the transmission line upon Commission approval of the Plan. Noble intends to 

implement the proposed Notice Plan within 30 days of the Commission’s approval. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 Noble, a Delaware limited liability company, is an indirect wholly-owed subsidiary of 

Noble Environmental Power, LLC (“NEP”).  NEP is an independent power developer and 

leading renewable energy company with 3,850 MW of wind parks in operation or under 

development in eight states, including New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Texas, and Wyoming.  NEP is based in Essex, Connecticut. 

 Noble is developing the Flat Hill Project in Clay County, Minnesota.  The Project is 

located twelve miles east of the City of Moorhead and will be comprised of one hundred thirty 

four (134) GE 1.5 MW, 60 Hz wind turbines for a total installed capacity of 201 MWs.  The Flat 

Hill Project will be staged in two 100.5 MW Phases.  Associated infrastructure include access 

roads, step-up transformers, an underground electrical collection system, an approximately 11-

mile 230 kilovolt (“kV”) overhead transmission line, a substation, and operations and 

maintenance (“O&M”) building and layout areas. 

 The proposed 11-mile 230 kV single circuit transmission line is necessary to interconnect 

the Flat Hill Project substation to the existing Otter Tail Power Company (“OTP”) Sheyenne-

Audubon 230 kV transmission line southeast of Glyndon, Minnesota.  From a new Noble Flat 

Hill Windpark I substation located at 70th Avenue N and 120th Street N, northeast of Glyndon in 

Clay County, Minnesota, the proposed 230 kV transmission line generally runs along 70th 

Ave. to MN Highway 9.   The line then follows MN Highway 9 road right-of-way to the existing 
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OTP Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line, which is located on the north side of 50th 

Avenue South (Highway 12) southeast of Glyndon, Minnesota.  The proposed Flat Hill Project 

transmission line and associated facilities will be located in the portions of the Townships of 

Moland, Spring Prairie, Glyndon, and Riverton in Clay County, Minnesota. 

 Noble intends to use H-frame structures for the Proposed Project.  However, certain 

transmission design considerations (such as double-circuiting), geographical constraints (e.g., 

points-of-inflection, narrow rights-of-way in developed areas, etc.), and/or landowner concerns 

may arise where single pole, steel structures would be necessary. 

II. NOTICE PLAN PROPOSAL 

 In accordance with the requirements set forth in Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, 

Subpart 3, this Notice Plan includes the following: 

A. Direct Mail Notice to Landowners. 
 
 Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, Subpart 3(A), requires this Notice Plan to include 

“direct mail notice, based on county tax assessment rolls, to landowners reasonably likely to be 

affected by the proposed transmission line.”  Noble intends to review Clay County tax 

assessment rolls and other pertinent records to determine the names and addresses of the 

landowners who own property within the identified transmission line corridor.  Noble will 

provide each identified landowner with a direct mail notice. 

B. Direct Mail Notice to Mailing Addresses. 
 
 Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, Subpart 3(B), requires this Notice Plan to include 

“direct mail notice to all mailing addresses within the area reasonably likely to be affected by the 

proposed transmission line.”  Based on the mailing lists available from the U.S. Postal Service, 

Noble will send a direct mail notice to every identified mailing address within the proposed 
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transmission corridor.  To the extent feasible, Noble will combine lists identified in A and B to 

ensure that all required addressees are notified. 

C. Direct Mail Notice to Local Governments. 

 Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, Subpart 3(C), requires this Notice Plan to include 

“direct mail notice to tribal governments and to the governments of towns, statutory cities, home 

rule charter cities, and counties whose jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the 

proposed transmission line.”  Noble will provide direct mail notice to the local government of 

Clay County, Minnesota, as well as Townships of Moland, Spring Prairie, Glyndon, and 

Riverton. 

D. Newspaper Notice. 

 Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550, Subpart 3(D), requires this Notice Plan to include 

“newspaper notice to members of the public in areas reasonably likely to be affected by the 

proposed transmission line.”  Noble intends to publish a notice in the following local papers in 

Clay County, Minnesota: 

Barnesville Record-Review 
424 Front St. S., Barnesville, MN 56514 
Phone: 218-354-2606 
 Fax: 218-354-2246 
Website: None 

Hawley Herald 
608 Main St., Hawley, MN 56549 
Phone: 218-483-3306 
Fax: 218-483-4457 
Website: None 

The Forum 
101 5th St. N., Fargo, ND, 58102 
Phone: 701-235-7311 
Fax: 701-241-5487 
Website: www.in-forum.com 

Clay County Union 
112 2nd Ave. E., Ulen, MN 56585 
Phone: 218-596-8813 
Fax: 218-861-6708 
Website: None 

 
The above referenced notices, draft copies of which are attached hereto as Exhibits A-1, 

A-2, and A-3, contain all information required by Minn. R. Part 7829.2550, Subpart 4, including: 

A.  a map showing the end points of the line and existing transmission facilities in the 
area; 
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B.  a description of general right-of-way requirements for a line of the size and 
voltage proposed and a statement that the applicant intends to acquire property 
rights for the right-of-way that the proposed line will require; 

  
C.  a notice that the line cannot be constructed unless the commission certifies that it 

is needed; 
  
D.  the commission's mailing address, telephone number, and Web site; 
  
E.  if the applicant is a utility subject to chapter 7848, the address of the Web site on 

which the utility applicant will post or has posted its biennial transmission 
projects report required under that chapter; 

 
F.  a statement that the Environmental Quality Board will be preparing an 

environmental report on each high-voltage transmission line for which 
certification is requested; 

 
G.  a brief explanation of how to get on the mailing list for the Environmental Quality 

Board's proceeding; and 
  
H.  a statement that requests for certification of high-voltage transmission lines are 

governed by Minnesota law, including specifically chapter 4410, parts 7849.0010 
to 7849.0400, and 7849.7010 to 7849.7110, and Minnesota Statutes, section 
216B.243. 

 
 Pursuant to Minnesota Rules, Part 7829.2550, Subpart 1, Noble has provided a copy of 

this Notice Plan to the Department of Commerce, the Residential and Small Business Utilities 

Division of the Office of the Attorney General, and all persons on the "General List of Persons 

Interested in Power Plants and Transmission Lines" maintained by the Department of Commerce 

and specified in the attached Affidavit of Service.  In addition, Noble has provided a copy of this 

Notice Plan to the Clay County Administrator. 

III. REQUEST FOR VARIANCE OF THE TIME PERIOD 

 Recognizing that Minnesota Rules, Part 7829.2550, Subpart 1 generally requires a three 

month interval between filing this Notice Plan and the filing of the CON application, Noble 

respectfully requests that the Commission vary this rule to allow Noble to file its CON 

application without delay after the Commission approves its Notice Plan.  Under Minnesota 



 

5505252v3 6 

Rules Part 7829.3100, the Commission can vary the time periods established under Minnesota 

Rules Chapter 7829 “at the request of a person for good cause shown.”  Good cause exists for the 

favorable exercise of discretion in this instance. 

 Until recently, Noble was under the assumption that a CON was not required for the 

transmission line under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.2421 and 216B.243.  Minn. Stat. § 216B.2124, 

Subd. 2 (1), defines a "large energy facility" as “any electric power generating plant or 

combination of plants at a single site with a combined capacity of 50,000 kilowatts or more and 

transmission lines directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant to 

the transmission system.”  Accordingly, the governing statute expressly provides that if an 

applicant obtains a CON for a “large energy facility,” that CON applies to “transmission lines 

directly associated with the plant that are necessary to interconnect the plant to the transmission 

system.”  The approximately 11-mile 230 kV transmission line associated with the Flat Hill 

Project is a generator outlet necessary to interconnect the wind farm with existing transmission 

facilities owned by OTP.  Thus, based upon its reasonable interpretation of Minnesota law, 

Noble did not factor into its permitting horizon the 90-day prior notice period under Minnesota 

Rules, Part 7829.2550, Subpart 1. 

 Moreover, Noble has already engaged in significant outreach to the communities along 

the transmission corridor and obtained easements from most landowners within the proposed 

transmission line corridor. As such, Noble has already provided the types of notices required by 

the Notice Plan, albeit in a less formal manner. Noble has met with and provided regular projects 

updates to the Clay County District 2 Commissioner, Jerry Waller.13  Additionally, Noble has 

provided a project overview to certain Township Board Members within each township that will 

host Project facilities.  Further, Noble has an ongoing public outreach program and has opened a 
                                                 
13 All wind turbines and 50% of transmission line are located within District 2. 
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booth at the Clay County Fair to provide Project updates and conducted presentations to local 

high schools and senior citizens groups.  Finally, all landowners within the Project area will 

begin receiving a Noble News Letter (providing Project updates) each quarter beginning in 

September 2008. 

 Accordingly, if the Commission determines that a CON application is required, the 

requested variance should be granted to allow Noble to expedite the CON process to meet its 

project milestones and December 2010 in-service date for Phase I of the Flat Hill Project.  

Finally, the variance, if granted, will not imped public participation in the permitting of the Flat 

Hill Project and will not conflict with any standards imposed by law. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 Based on the foregoing, Noble requests that the Commission approve its Notice Plan 

required by Minnesota Rules Part 7829.2550 and grant a variance to allow Noble to submit any 

CON required for its radial transmission line upon Commission approval of the Plan. 

Dated:  August 13, 2008      Respectfully submitted, 

/s/  ��������	
� 

_______________________ 
James J. Bertrand 
Brian M. Meloy 
Volha Andreyeva 
Leonard, Street and Deinard 
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
Telephone:  (612) 335-1500 
brian.meloy@leonard.com 
Volha.Andreyeva@leonard.com 
 
Counsel For  
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I , LLC 
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EXHIBIT A-1 
 
Date  
 
Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
 RE:  Notice of Certificate of Need Proceeding for New High Voltage Transmission  
  Line in Clay County, Minnesota. 
 
Dear [Landowner or Resident]: 
 
 My name is Mike Beckner and I am the Director of Development for Noble 
Environmental Power LLC (“NEP”), a renewable energy company.  NEP’s subsidiary, Noble 
Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC (“Noble”), is planning to develop a wind farm, the Flat Hill Project, in 
Clay County, Minnesota which will be a clean, renewable source of energy available to 
Minnesota customers. 
 
 I am writing to you because as part of the Project, Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC is proposing 
to construct a new single circuit transmission line. The proposed 11-mile 230 kV single circuit 
transmission line is necessary to interconnect the Flat Hill Project substation to the existing Otter 
Tail Power Company (“OTP”) Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line southeast of 
Glyndon, Minnesota.  From a new Noble Flat Hill Windpark I substation located at 70th Avenue 
N and 120th Street N, northeast of Glyndon in Clay County, Minnesota, the proposed 230 kV 
transmission line generally runs along 70th Ave. to MN Highway 9.   The line then follows MN 
Highway 9 road right-of-way to the existing OTP Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line, 
which is located on the north side of 50th Avenue South (Highway 12) southeast of Glyndon, 
Minnesota.  The proposed Flat Hill Project transmission line and associated facilities will be 
located in the portions of the Townships of Moland, Spring Prairie, Glyndon, and Riverton in 
Clay County, Minnesota. 
 
 The typical right-of-way for a 230 kV transmission line is approximately 125 feet wide.  
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC has acquired easement property rights for the majority of the 
right-of-way that the proposed line will require. 
 
 Noble intends to use H-frame structures for the Proposed Project.  However, certain 
transmission design considerations (such as double-circuiting), geographical constraints (e.g., 
points-of-inflection, narrow rights-of-way in developed areas, etc.), and/or landowner concerns 
may arise where single pole, steel structures would be necessary. 
 
 A map showing end points of the proposed line and existing transmission facilities in the 
area is enclosed with this letter. 
 
 In this letter, I will outline the regulatory process that will be conducted by the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) in order to determine whether our proposed 
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transmission line is needed.  This letter is intended to help you to understand the process and 
encourage your involvement and participation. 
 
 The Process 
 
 For the proposed transmission line to be built, the Commission must issue a Certificate of 
Need.  As part of the Certificate of Need evaluation, the Minnesota Office of Energy Security, a 
division of the Department of Commerce, will issue an Environmental Report. Also, Noble will 
apply for a Route Permit with the Commission which will determine where the line will be 
located.  The requests for Certification of Need and Route Permit are governed by Minnesota 
law, specifically Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243 and Chapter 216E, and Minnesota Rules 
Chapters 4410, 7829, 7849, specifically parts 7849.0010 to 7849.0400, and 7849.7010 to 
7849.7110.  The process is designed to solicit public input. 
 
 If you would like to learn more about the permitting process and/or join the Project 
mailing lists please contact: 
 
Certificate of Need 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 201-2236 
Bret.Eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/ 

Routing and Environmental Review 
Deborah Pile 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 297-3275 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 
http://www.energyfacilites.puc.state.mn.us/ 

 
Also, please feel free to contact me directly at: 

 
Mike Beckner 
Noble Environmental Power 
8 Railroad Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 
 

We hope you will participate in the process and we look forward to cooperatively 
working with you to bring the Flat Hill Project online to provide clean renewable energy to 
Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mike Beckner 
Director, Development 
 
Enclosures/
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EXHIBIT A-2 
 
Date 
 
Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
 RE: Notice of Certificate of Need Proceeding for New High Voltage Transmission  
  Line in Clay County, Minnesota. 
 
Dear [Local Official or Tribal Leader]: 
 
 My name is Mike Beckner and I am the Director of Development for Noble 
Environmental Power LLC (“NEP”), a renewable energy company.  NEP’s subsidiary, Noble 
Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC (“Noble”), is planning to develop a wind farm, the Flat Hill Project, in 
Clay County, Minnesota which will be a clean, renewable source of energy available to 
Minnesota customers. 
 
 I am writing to you because as part of the Project, Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC is proposing 
to construct a new single circuit transmission line. The proposed 11-mile 230 kV single circuit 
transmission line is necessary to interconnect the Flat Hill Project substation to the existing Otter 
Tail Power Company (“OTP”) Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line southeast of 
Glyndon, Minnesota.  From a new Noble Flat Hill Windpark I substation located at 70th Avenue 
N and 120th Street N, northeast of Glyndon in Clay County, Minnesota, the proposed 230 kV 
transmission line generally runs along 70th Ave. to MN Highway 9.   The line then follows MN 
Highway 9 road right-of-way to the existing OTP Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line, 
which is located on the north side of 50th Avenue South (Highway 12) southeast of Glyndon, 
Minnesota.  The proposed Flat Hill Project transmission line and associated facilities will be 
located in the portions of the Townships of Moland, Spring Prairie, Glyndon, and Riverton in 
Clay County, Minnesota. 
 
 The typical right-of-way for a 230 kV transmission line is approximately 125 feet wide.  
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC has acquired easement property rights for the majority of the 
right-of-way that the proposed line will require. 
 
 Noble intends to use H-frame structures for the Proposed Project.  However, certain 
transmission design considerations (such as double-circuiting), geographical constraints (e.g., 
points-of-inflection, narrow rights-of-way in developed areas, etc.), and/or landowner concerns 
may arise where single pole, steel structures would be necessary. 
 
 A map showing end points of the proposed line and existing transmission facilities in the 
area is enclosed with this letter. 
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 In this letter, I will outline the regulatory process that will be conducted by the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) in order to determine whether our proposed 
transmission line is needed. 
 
The Process 
 
 For the proposed transmission line to be built, the Commission must issue a Certificate of 
Need.  As part of the Certificate of Need evaluation the Minnesota Office of Energy Security, a 
division of the Department of Commerce, will issue an Environmental Report. Also, Noble will 
apply for a Route Permit with the Commission, which will determine where the line will be 
located.  The requests for Certification of Need and Route Permit are governed by Minnesota 
law, specifically Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243 and Chapter 216E, and Minnesota Rules 
Chapters 4410, 7829, 7849, specifically parts 7849.0010 to 7849.0400, and 7849.7010 to 
7849.7110.  The process is designed to solicit public input. 
 
 We have provided potentially affected landowners and residents with similar notices. 
 
 If you would like to learn more about the permitting process and/or join the Project 
mailing lists please contact: 
 
Certificate of Need 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 201-2236 
Bret.Eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/ 

Routing and Environmental Review 
Deborah Pile 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 297-3275 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 
http://www.energyfacilites.puc.state.mn.us 

 
Also, please feel free to contact me directly at: 

 
Mike Beckner 
Noble Environmental Power 
8 Railroad Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 
 

We hope you will participate in the process and we look forward to cooperatively 
working with you to bring the Flat Hill Project online to provide clean renewable energy to 
Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mike Beckner 
Director, Development 
 
Enclosures/
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EXHIBIT A-3 
 

NOTICE 
 

Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC Proposes to Build a New High Voltage Electric 
Transmission Line in Clay County Minnesota. 

 
 Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC is developing the Flat Hill Project in Clay County, Minnesota.  
The Project is located twelve miles east of the City of Moorhead and will be comprised of one 
hundred thirty four (134) GE 1.5 MW, 60 Hz wind turbines for a total installed capacity of 201 
MWs.  The Flat Hill Project will be staged in two 100.5 MW Phases. 
 
  As part of the Project, Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC is proposing to construct a new single 
circuit transmission line. The proposed 11-mile 230 kV single circuit transmission line is 
necessary to interconnect the Flat Hill Project substation to the existing Otter Tail Power 
Company (“OTP”) Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line southeast of Glyndon, 
Minnesota.  From a new Noble Flat Hill Windpark I substation located at 70th Avenue N and 
120th Street N, northeast of Glyndon in Clay County, Minnesota, the proposed 230 kV 
transmission line generally runs along 70th Ave. to MN Highway 9.   The line then follows MN 
Highway 9 road right-of-way to the existing OTP Sheyenne-Audubon 230 kV transmission line, 
which is located on the north side of 50th Avenue South (Highway 12) southeast of Glyndon, 
Minnesota.  The proposed Flat Hill Project transmission line and associated facilities will be 
located in the portions of the Townships of Moland, Spring Prairie, Glyndon, and Riverton in 
Clay County, Minnesota. 
 
 The typical right-of-way for a 230 kV transmission line is approximately 125 feet wide.  
Noble Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC has acquired easement property rights for the majority of the 
right-of-way that the proposed line will require. 
 
 Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC intend to use H-frame structures for the Flat Hill Project. 
However, certain transmission design considerations (such as double-circuiting), geographical 
constraints (e.g., points-of-inflection, narrow rights-of-way in developed areas, etc.), and/or 
landowner concerns may arise where single pole, steel structures would be necessary. 
 
The Process 
 
 For the proposed transmission line to be built, the Commission must issue a Certificate of 
Need.  As part of the Certificate of Need evaluation the Minnesota Office of Energy Security, a 
division of the Department of Commerce, will issue an Environmental Report. Also, Noble will 
apply for a Route Permit with the Commission, which will determine where the line will be 
located.  The requests for Certification of Need and Route Permit are governed by Minnesota 
law, specifically Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.243 and Chapter 216E, and Minnesota Rules 
Chapters 4410, 7829, 7849, specifically parts 7849.0010 to 7849.0400, and 7849.7010 to 
7849.7110.  The process is designed to solicit public input. 
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How to get Involved 
 
 If you would like to learn more about the permitting process and/or join the Project 
mailing lists please contact: 
 
Certificate of Need 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 201-2236 
Bret.Eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/ 

Routing and Environmental Review 
Deborah Pile 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 297-3275 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 
http://www.energyfacilites.puc.state.mn.us/ 

 
Also, please feel free to contact me directly at: 

 
Mike Beckner 
Noble Environmental Power 
8 Railroad Avenue 
Essex, CT 06426 
 

We hope you will participate in the process and we look forward to cooperatively 
working with you to bring the Flat Hill Project online to provide clean renewable energy to 
Minnesota. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mike Beckner 
Director, Development 
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COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
Flat Hill I Project Area Quad Sections

CLAY 140 46 23 T140N R46W S23
CLAY 140 46 24 T140N R46W S24
CLAY 140 47 27 T140N R47W S27
CLAY 140 47 26 T140N R47W S26
CLAY 140 46 30 T140N R46W S30
CLAY 140 46 29 T140N R46W S29
CLAY 140 46 28 T140N R46W S28
CLAY 140 46 27 T140N R46W S27
CLAY 140 46 31 T140N R46W S31
CLAY 140 46 32 T140N R46W S32
CLAY 140 46 33 T140N R46W S33
CLAY 140 46 34 T140N R46W S34
CLAY 139 46 6 T139N R46W S6
CLAY 139 46 5 T139N R46W S5
CLAY 139 46 4 T139N R46W S4
CLAY 139 46 7 T139N R46W S7
CLAY 139 46 8 T139N R46W S8
CLAY 139 46 9 T139N R46W S9
CLAY 139 46 18 T139N R46W S18
CLAY 139 46 17 T139N R46W S17
CLAY 139 46 16 T139N R46W S16
CLAY 139 46 20 T139N R46W S20
CLAY 139 46 21 T139N R46W S21
CLAY 139 46 29 T139N R46W S29
CLAY 139 46 28 T139N R46W S28
CLAY 139 46 32 T139N R46W S32
CLAY 139 46 33 T139N R46W S33



COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
CLAY 141 46 25 T141N R46W S25
CLAY 141 45 30 T141N R45W S30
CLAY 141 46 33 T141N R46W S33
CLAY 141 46 34 T141N R46W S34
CLAY 141 46 35 T141N R46W S35
CLAY 141 46 36 T141N R46W S36
CLAY 141 45 31 T141N R45W S31
CLAY 141 45 32 T141N R45W S32
CLAY 140 47 4 T140N R47W S4
CLAY 140 47 3 T140N R47W S3
CLAY 140 47 2 T140N R47W S2
CLAY 140 47 1 T140N R47W S1
CLAY 140 46 6 T140N R46W S6
CLAY 140 46 5 T140N R46W S5
CLAY 140 46 4 T140N R46W S4
CLAY 140 46 3 T140N R46W S3
CLAY 140 46 2 T140N R46W S2
CLAY 140 46 1 T140N R46W S1
CLAY 140 45 6 T140N R45W S6
CLAY 140 47 9 T140N R47W S9
CLAY 140 47 10 T140N R47W S10
CLAY 140 47 11 T140N R47W S11
CLAY 140 47 12 T140N R47W S12
CLAY 140 46 7 T140N R46W S7
CLAY 140 46 8 T140N R46W S8
CLAY 140 46 9 T140N R46W S9
CLAY 140 46 10 T140N R46W S10
CLAY 140 46 11 T140N R46W S11
CLAY 140 46 12 T140N R46W S12
CLAY 140 47 16 T140N R47W S16
CLAY 140 47 15 T140N R47W S15
CLAY 140 47 14 T140N R47W S14
CLAY 140 47 13 T140N R47W S13
CLAY 140 46 18 T140N R46W S18
CLAY 140 46 17 T140N R46W S17
CLAY 140 46 16 T140N R46W S16
CLAY 140 46 15 T140N R46W S15
CLAY 140 46 14 T140N R46W S14
CLAY 140 46 13 T140N R46W S13
CLAY 140 47 21 T140N R47W S21
CLAY 140 47 22 T140N R47W S22
CLAY 140 47 23 T140N R47W S23
CLAY 140 47 24 T140N R47W S24
CLAY 140 46 19 T140N R46W S19
CLAY 140 46 20 T140N R46W S20
CLAY 140 46 21 T140N R46W S21
CLAY 140 46 22 T140N R46W S22

Flat Hill I Project Area Quad Sections



COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
CLAY 137 46 31 T137N R46W S31
CLAY 137 47 33 T137N R47W S33
CLAY 137 47 34 T137N R47W S34
CLAY 137 47 36 T137N R47W S36
WILK 136 46 7 T136N R46W S7
WILK 136 46 18 T136N R46W S18
WILK 136 47 5 T136N R47W S5
WILK 136 47 4 T136N R47W S4
WILK 136 47 3 T136N R47W S3
WILK 136 47 2 T136N R47W S2
WILK 136 47 1 T136N R47W S1
WILK 136 47 7 T136N R47W S7
WILK 136 47 8 T136N R47W S8
WILK 136 47 9 T136N R47W S9
WILK 136 47 10 T136N R47W S10
WILK 136 47 11 T136N R47W S11
WILK 136 47 12 T136N R47W S12
WILK 136 47 18 T136N R47W S18
WILK 136 47 17 T136N R47W S17
WILK 136 47 16 T136N R47W S16
WILK 136 47 15 T136N R47W S15
WILK 136 47 14 T136N R47W S14
WILK 136 47 13 T136N R47W S13
WILK 136 47 20 T136N R47W S20
WILK 136 47 21 T136N R47W S21
WILK 136 47 22 T136N R47W S22
WILK 136 47 23 T136N R47W S23

Flat Hill II Project Area Quad Sections



Please do not staple 
request documents  

 
 

For Agency Use Only 
Received ______________ Due _________ RUSH  
Related ES#  
Search Radius _______ mi.          ER/All     EQs 
Quads 
Map'd ____ C / NoC Let ____ Inv ____ Log out  

MINNESOTA NATURAL HERITAGE INFORMATION SYSTEM DATA REQUEST FORM  
 
DATE OF REQUEST: November 30, 2007 
 
WHO IS REQUESTING THE INFORMATION? 

Name and Title:  Melissa Doperalski, Wildlife and Conservation Biologist 
Agency/Company: Tetra Tech EM, Inc. (MN)  
Address: 2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141                      Bloomington            MN    55425 
Phone: 612-643-2227 FAX: 612-643-2201 E-mail: melissa.doperalski@ttemi.com  
 
THIS INFORMATION IS BEING REQUESTED ON BEHALF OF (if applicable): Noble Environmental Power, LLC 

WHAT INFORMATION DO YOU NEED?  

__X__ Printouts of know occurrences of federally and state listed plants and animals; native plant communities; 
critical habitat areas, and aggregation sites such as bat hibernacula, colonial waterbird nesting sites, and 
prairie chicken booming grounds.  

_____ Information listed above, plus geological features and state rare species with no legal status.  
__X__ Other (specify):  State Recreation and/or Natural Areas 
  Frequent applicants: Check here if you DO NOT need a copy of the field-by-field explanation of the printout: ____   
  
WHERE IS THE AREA OF INTEREST? 1) ENCLOSE A MAP showing detailed boundaries of the project area 
(topographic or aerial photos are preferred.) 2) If a GIS shapefile of the project area is available, please provide a 
copy.  
For Agency Use 
Only:  PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING REQUIRED PROJECT INFORMATION  
  

Region 
County Township# Range# Section(s) (and half-section, quarter-section, etc. if known)  
     

_________ _______________________________________________________________________________ 
_________ ___ See attached listing of County Township, Range, and Sections for target area.____________
_________ _______________________________________________________________________________ 
_________ _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Project name: Flat Hill I Windpark and Flat Hill II Windpark 
 Project Proposer: Noble Environmental Power, LLC 

 
Project Description:  Noble Environmental Power, LLC proposes to construct a 200 MW 
Windpark (Flat Hill I) within a 20,000-acre portion of Clay County and a 200 MW Windpark 
(Flat Hill II) within a 20,000-acre portion of Wilkin County. 

 Past Land-Use of Project Site: Variety of land uses associated with the target area.  



  
 
HOW WILL THE INFORMATION BE USED? Describe planned use of information, including in what form and 
detail you wish to publish this information, if any. Information provided will be written into a Critical Issues 
Analysis Report to be provided to the Project Proposer.  The report will document any significant findings 
related to Natural Resources, as identified by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and other 
agencies. 

TURN-AROUND TIME 
Requests generally take 2 to 3 weeks from date of receipt to process, and are processed in the order 
received. 

FEES 
For-profit organizations are charged a fee for this service. In addition, a fee may be charged for large 
requests from any source. A surcharge (currently $50) is applied for rush orders; if this is a rush order, 
please check the blank below. Fees subject to change. A fee schedule is available upon request. Please do 
not include payment with your request; an invoice will be included with our response letter. 
_____ Rush 

"The information supplied above is complete and accurate. I understand that material supplied to me from the 
Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System is copyrighted and that I am not permitted to reproduce or 
publish any of the copyrighted material without prior written permission from the Minnesota DNR. Further, if 
permission to publish is given, I understand that I must credit the Minnesota Natural Heritage and Nongame 
Research Program, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources as the source of the material" 

Signature _______________________________________________  
 
Mail completed forms to:   For further information call: 
Endangered Species Environmental Review 
Coordinator 
Sarah.hoffman@(dnr.state.mn.us) 

(for project reviews) (651) 296-8319 or 296-8279 

     or   
Assistant Database Manager 
Sharron.nelson@(dnr.state.mn.us) 

(for general requests) (651) 296-8324  

     at   
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program 
Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

  

Or FAX completed forms to: (651) 296-1811    
 

Additional information about the Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program is available at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ecological_services/nhnrp/index.html  

  
For Agency Use Only:      
   
EO's requiring comment    
Sources contacted  Topic Response 
_____________________ _____________________ ____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________ _____________________ ____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________ _____________________ ____________________________________________________________ 
   
Response Summary ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ Responder ___________________________________________________ 
Revised 12/04     



COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
CLAY 141 46 25 T141N R46W S25
CLAY 141 45 30 T141N R45W S30
CLAY 141 46 33 T141N R46W S33
CLAY 141 46 34 T141N R46W S34
CLAY 141 46 35 T141N R46W S35
CLAY 141 46 36 T141N R46W S36
CLAY 141 45 31 T141N R45W S31
CLAY 141 45 32 T141N R45W S32
CLAY 140 47 4 T140N R47W S4
CLAY 140 47 3 T140N R47W S3
CLAY 140 47 2 T140N R47W S2
CLAY 140 47 1 T140N R47W S1
CLAY 140 46 6 T140N R46W S6
CLAY 140 46 5 T140N R46W S5
CLAY 140 46 4 T140N R46W S4
CLAY 140 46 3 T140N R46W S3
CLAY 140 46 2 T140N R46W S2
CLAY 140 46 1 T140N R46W S1
CLAY 140 45 6 T140N R45W S6
CLAY 140 47 9 T140N R47W S9
CLAY 140 47 10 T140N R47W S10
CLAY 140 47 11 T140N R47W S11
CLAY 140 47 12 T140N R47W S12
CLAY 140 46 7 T140N R46W S7
CLAY 140 46 8 T140N R46W S8
CLAY 140 46 9 T140N R46W S9
CLAY 140 46 10 T140N R46W S10
CLAY 140 46 11 T140N R46W S11
CLAY 140 46 12 T140N R46W S12
CLAY 140 47 16 T140N R47W S16
CLAY 140 47 15 T140N R47W S15
CLAY 140 47 14 T140N R47W S14
CLAY 140 47 13 T140N R47W S13
CLAY 140 46 18 T140N R46W S18
CLAY 140 46 17 T140N R46W S17
CLAY 140 46 16 T140N R46W S16
CLAY 140 46 15 T140N R46W S15
CLAY 140 46 14 T140N R46W S14
CLAY 140 46 13 T140N R46W S13
CLAY 140 47 21 T140N R47W S21
CLAY 140 47 22 T140N R47W S22
CLAY 140 47 23 T140N R47W S23
CLAY 140 47 24 T140N R47W S24
CLAY 140 46 19 T140N R46W S19
CLAY 140 46 20 T140N R46W S20
CLAY 140 46 21 T140N R46W S21
CLAY 140 46 22 T140N R46W S22

Flat Hill I Project Area Quad Sections



COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
Flat Hill I Project Area Quad Sections

CLAY 140 46 23 T140N R46W S23
CLAY 140 46 24 T140N R46W S24
CLAY 140 47 27 T140N R47W S27
CLAY 140 47 26 T140N R47W S26
CLAY 140 46 30 T140N R46W S30
CLAY 140 46 29 T140N R46W S29
CLAY 140 46 28 T140N R46W S28
CLAY 140 46 27 T140N R46W S27
CLAY 140 46 31 T140N R46W S31
CLAY 140 46 32 T140N R46W S32
CLAY 140 46 33 T140N R46W S33
CLAY 140 46 34 T140N R46W S34
CLAY 139 46 6 T139N R46W S6
CLAY 139 46 5 T139N R46W S5
CLAY 139 46 4 T139N R46W S4
CLAY 139 46 7 T139N R46W S7
CLAY 139 46 8 T139N R46W S8
CLAY 139 46 9 T139N R46W S9
CLAY 139 46 18 T139N R46W S18
CLAY 139 46 17 T139N R46W S17
CLAY 139 46 16 T139N R46W S16
CLAY 139 46 20 T139N R46W S20
CLAY 139 46 21 T139N R46W S21
CLAY 139 46 29 T139N R46W S29
CLAY 139 46 28 T139N R46W S28
CLAY 139 46 32 T139N R46W S32
CLAY 139 46 33 T139N R46W S33



COUNTY TOWN RANGE SECTION TRS
CLAY 137 46 31 T137N R46W S31
CLAY 137 47 33 T137N R47W S33
CLAY 137 47 34 T137N R47W S34
CLAY 137 47 36 T137N R47W S36
WILK 136 46 7 T136N R46W S7
WILK 136 46 18 T136N R46W S18
WILK 136 47 5 T136N R47W S5
WILK 136 47 4 T136N R47W S4
WILK 136 47 3 T136N R47W S3
WILK 136 47 2 T136N R47W S2
WILK 136 47 1 T136N R47W S1
WILK 136 47 7 T136N R47W S7
WILK 136 47 8 T136N R47W S8
WILK 136 47 9 T136N R47W S9
WILK 136 47 10 T136N R47W S10
WILK 136 47 11 T136N R47W S11
WILK 136 47 12 T136N R47W S12
WILK 136 47 18 T136N R47W S18
WILK 136 47 17 T136N R47W S17
WILK 136 47 16 T136N R47W S16
WILK 136 47 15 T136N R47W S15
WILK 136 47 14 T136N R47W S14
WILK 136 47 13 T136N R47W S13
WILK 136 47 20 T136N R47W S20
WILK 136 47 21 T136N R47W S21
WILK 136 47 22 T136N R47W S22
WILK 136 47 23 T136N R47W S23

Flat Hill II Project Area Quad Sections
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Phone: (651) 259-5109      Fax: (651) 296-1811     E-mail: lisa.joyal@dnr.state.mn.us 
 
 
January 9, 2007 
  
Ms. Melissa Doperalski 
Tetra Tech EM, Inc. 
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 
Bloomington, MN  55425 
 
Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Flat Hill I & Flat Hill II Windparks; 
Clay and Wilkin Counties 
NHNRP Contact #:  ERDB  20080394 
 
Dear Ms. Doperalski, 
 

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or animal 
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the 
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request.  Based on this review, there are 157 known 
occurrences of rare species or native plant communities in the area searched (for details, please see the 
enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields).  Please address the following issues in the 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Site Permit Application for this project.   

 
• The Minnesota County Biological Survey has identified several “Sites of Biodiversity 

Significance” within and adjacent to the proposed project area, including Bluestem Scientific and 
Natural Area, Buffalo River State Park, and a Site of Outstanding Biodiversity Significance 
within the project boundary in T140N R46W Section 11.  “Sites of Biodiversity Significance” 
are areas with varying levels of native biodiversity that may contain high quality native plant 
communities, rare plants, rare animals, and/or animal aggregations.  Outstanding ranking sites are 
defined as sites containing the best occurrences of the rarest species, the most outstanding 
examples of the rarest native plant communities, and/or the largest, most intact functional 
landscapes present in the state.  These particular Sites, as discussed below, contain many native 
plant communities that provide habitat for several rare features.  (GIS shapefiles of MCBS Sites 
of Biodiversity Significance and MCBS Native Plant Communities can be downloaded from the 
DNR’s Data Deli website at  http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/data_search.html.)  We encourage you to 
consider project alternatives that would avoid direct or indirect impacts to these ecologically 
significant areas. 

 
Bluestem Prairie Scientific and Natural Area is located within and adjacent to the Flat Hill I 
project area in T139N R46W Sections 15, 21, 22, 27, 28, 33, & 34.  Scientific and Natural Areas 
(SNA) are legally designated public nature preserves established to protect the state’s rarest 
natural features and sensitive resources.  These natural areas are given the highest level of 
protection and the utmost consideration in assessing potential impacts from nearby projects.  The 
PUC Site Permit Application should include a determination of whether or not the project as 
proposed has the potential to impact the SNA, the rare features the SNA supports, or public use 
of the SNA.  If so, avoidance and protection measures must be proposed.  This particular SNA is 
owned by The Nature Conservancy.  It is one of the largest continuous, undisturbed grasslands in 
Minnesota, and it is one of the highest quality prairie sites in the United States.  If you have not 
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done so already, I recommend that you contact the Conservancy’s Northern Tallgrass Prairie 
Office at 218-498-2679 to discuss this project.   
 
Buffalo River State Park is located adjacent to the Flat Hill I project area in T139N R46W 
Sections 10, 11, 14, & 15.  (Shapefiles of State Park Statutory Boundaries can be downloaded 
from the DNR’s Data Deli website at http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/index.html.)  Please contact Park 
Manager, Brian Nelson at 218-498-2124, to discuss any concerns he may have regarding the 
project as it relates to the state park.   

 
• The above Sites provide essential habitat for several rare birds including the Henslow’s sparrow 

(Ammodramus henslowii) and chestnut-collared longspur (Calcarius ornatus), both state-listed as 
endangered; the loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) and Wilson’s phalarope (Phalaropus 
tricolor), both state-listed as threatened; and the marbled godwit (Limosa fedoa) and greater 
prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus cupido), both state-listed species of special concern.  Wind farms 
can affect birds due to collision mortality, displacement due to disturbance, habitat 
fragmentation, and habitat loss.  Even if collision mortality rates are low, the additional mortality 
may be significant for rare species.  There is also some evidence to suggest that grassland birds 
are deterred from nesting in otherwise appropriate habitat by the presence of tall structures in the 
vicinity.  As such, we recommend that wind turbines not be placed within at least ¼ mile, and 
preferably ½ mile, of prairie remnants.   
The Bluestem Prairie/Buffalo River State Park area and the Felton Prairie Complex north of the 
project area have been identified by Audubon Minnesota and the DNR Nongame Program as 
Important Bird Areas.  Important Bird Areas (IBA) are part of an international conservation 
effort aimed at conserving critical bird habitats.  They are voluntary and non-regulatory, but the 
designation does demonstrate the biological value of this area.   
 
Given the wind project’s proximity to this ecologically significant area, the occurrence of 
endangered and threatened birds in the vicinity, and the potential for wind turbines to cause avian 
mortality, we strongly encourage pre- and post-development avian monitoring.  Any cumulative 
impact assessment should also address the issue of avian mortality. 
 

• The project area also contains known booming grounds of the greater prairie-chicken.  Because 
booming grounds may move slightly from year to year, please contact the Area Wildlife Manager 
Don Schultz, at 218-739-7576, for the most recent data on prairie-chicken use of this area.   

 
If the project area is still used as a booming ground, we recommend that there be no construction 
work in the area from April 1 - May 15 in order to avoid disturbing prairie chickens during their 
critical booming period.  In addition, because other species of prairie grouse exhibit extreme 
avoidance of vertical features and/or structural habitat fragmentation, we recommend minimizing 
roads, fences, and other infrastructure.  Hagen et al. (Wildlife Society Bulletin 2004, 32:69-82) 
recommend that wind turbines be placed at least 1.25 miles from lesser prairie-chicken 
(Tympanuchus pallicicinctus) habitat.  For all prairie grouse, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
recommends that, where feasible, turbines not be placed within 5 miles of known booming 
grounds.   

 
• Several rare butterflies have been documented within native prairie in the vicinity of the 

proposed project, including the assiniboia skipper (Hesperia comma assiniboia), a state-listed 
endangered species; the dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotea), a state-listed threatened species; and 
the powesheik skipper (Oarisma powesheik) and regal frittilary (Speyeria idalia), both state-
listed species of special concern.  The dakota skipper has also been designated by the U. S. Fish 



and Wildlife Service as a candidate species for protection under the federal Endangered Species 
Act.  These butterflies are completely dependent upon the survival of native prairie habitat.  Yet, 
less than 1% of Minnesota's native prairie remains and this remaining prairie mostly consists of 
widely scattered small fragments surrounded by agriculture and development.  As a result, small 
colony sizes (due to past habitat loss) and further habitat destruction are the primary threats 
facing these rare species in Minnesota.  The use of herbicides to control weeds or shrubs can also 
eliminate critical nectar sources, and insecticide drift from nearby agricultural fields may kill 
these butterflies. 

 
To protect the assiniboia and dakota skippers, and other prairie obligate butterfly species, it is 
imperative that destruction and disturbance of native prairie remnants be avoided.  Please 
contact me if project planning within any prairie areas proceeds, as potential impacts to the 
assiniboia skipper and the dakota skipper will need to be addressed and further survey work will 
be required. We will need to discuss potential contractors, survey protocol, and other 
requirements before any survey work is initiated.   

 
• Western prairie fringed orchids, a federally-listed threatened and state-listed endangered plant 

species, have been documented in the Bluestem Prairie SNA and may occur in suitable habitat 
within the project boundary.  Western prairie fringed orchids usually occur in remnant native 
tallgrass prairies and sedge meadows, but have also been observed at disturbed sites.  The 
majority of known sites in Minnesota are on coarse calcareous till or sandy soils.  

 
Given the extreme rarity and protected status of this species, any suitable habitat for this species 
within the project area will need to be identified.  We recommend marking and avoiding these 
areas.  If this is not possible and suitable habitat will be disturbed by the proposed project, a 
botanical survey for this species will be needed.  If this is the case, please contact me before 
any survey work is initiated, as we will need to first discuss potential contractors, survey 
protocol, and other requirements.  
 

• In the mid-1800s, eighteen million acres of prairie covered Minnesota.  Given that more than 
99% of this prairie habitat has been destroyed and more than one-third of Minnesota's 
endangered, threatened, and special concern species are now dependent on the remaining small 
fragments of Minnesota's prairie ecosystem, we feel that all prairie remnants merit protection.  
The proposed project boundary contains many native prairie remnants including a railroad right-
of-way prairie.  (GIS shapefiles of MCBS Native Plant Communities and MCBS Railroad 
Rights-of-Way Prairies can be downloaded from the DNR’s Data Deli website at  
http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/data_search.html.)  Sterile sedge (Carex sterilis), a state-listed 
threatened species, and several plant species of special concern have been documented within 
these prairies.  As such, turbine locations, access roads, and utility routes should avoid all native 
prairie remnants.  If any prairie will be impacted by the proposed project, biological surveys 
for rare butterflies (as mentioned above) and rare plants will be required, and endangered 
species permits will likely be necessary.  Please contact me before any survey work is initiated. 
 
We request that a native prairie protection and management plan be submitted to the Natural 
Heritage and Nongame Research Program.  The plan should include measures to avoid impacts to 
native prairie and measures to mitigate for impacts if unavoidable.  If you have not done so 
already, please contact DNR Prairie Management Specialist Shelley Becklund, at 218-739-7576 
ext. 262, to discuss this project and the prairie protection plan.     
 

• Several mussel species including the black sandshell (Ligumia recta), a state-listed species of 
special concern, have been documented in the Buffalo River in the immediate vicinity of the 



proposed project.  Because they are declining nationwide, freshwater mussels are considered one 
of North America's most imperiled groups of animals.  In Minnesota, 25 of our 48 native mussel 
species are listed as either endangered, threatened, or of special concern.  The primary reason 
behind the decline is the degradation of our lakes and rivers due to runoff and physical changes 
such as damming, channelization, and dredging.  Mussels are particularly vulnerable to 
deterioration in water quality, especially increased siltation.  As such, it is important that sound 
erosion and sediment control practices be implemented and maintained near the river.     

 
• If it is determined that the project will impact any species listed as either endangered or 

threatened, you will need to contact Rich Baker, Minnesota Endangered Species Coordinator, at 
651-259-5073 to discuss the endangered species permitting process.  Minnesota's endangered 
species law (MS 84.0895) and associated rules (MR 6212.1800 -6212.2300 and 6134) prohibit 
the taking of threatened or endangered species without a permit.  For animals, taking includes 
pursuing, capturing, or killing.  I have enclosed some additional information on the permitting 
process for your reference. 
 

• Please send me a copy of the Preconstruction Biological Preservation Survey required by the 
PUC.   

 
• We encourage you to also consider alternate locations for the proposed Flat Hill I wind farm, so 

that the most appropriate site in this area may be selected.  Further guidance on wind farm siting 
can be found at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eco_serv/wind/guidance/. 

 
• The Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program does not have any concerns regarding the 

Flat Hill II project area.   
 

• Given the presence of federally-listed species within the project area, I also recommend that you 
contact Laurie Fairchild with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, at 612 725-3548 ext. 214, to 
discuss all applicable federal regulations. 
 

The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research 
Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Resources, Department of Natural Resources.  It is 
continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on 
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features.  Its 
purpose is to foster better understanding and protection of these features. 

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise 
significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database.  A county-by-county survey of 
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Clay and Wilkin Counties.  Our 
information about native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for these counties.  However, 
because survey work for rare plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been an on-site 
survey of all areas of each county, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist on 
the project area. 

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: short record report and long 
record report.  To control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or 
destruction of a rare element, both printout formats are copyrighted.   

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be 
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report 
compiled by your company for the project listed above.  If you wish to reproduce the short record report for 
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more 
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record 
report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission. 



Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on 
rare natural features.  It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a 
whole.  If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Paul Stolen, at (218) 
308-2672.   

An invoice in the amount of $241.29 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two weeks of 
the date of this letter.  You are being billed for the database search and printouts, and staff scientist review.  
Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural 
resources.  
 
      Sincerely, 

 

           
      Lisa Joyal 
      Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator 
 
 
encl:  Database search results 
  Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields  
  Endangered Species Permitting Process 
 
cc:  Brian Nelson, DNR 
  Don Schulz, DNR 
  Shelley Becklund, DNR 
  Paul Stolen, DNR 
  Katie Haws, DNR 
  Becky Marty, DNR 
  Matt Langan, DNR 
  Laurie Fairchild, USFWS 
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Page 1 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S1B G4 2001-06-02Ammodramus henslowii  (Henslow's Sparrow)  #3 END
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S22

1427

S1B G4 1980-07Ammodramus henslowii  (Henslow's Sparrow)  #13 END
Location Description: T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S11

8696

S3 G3G4 1995-05-30Botrychium campestre  (Prairie Moonwort)  #29 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R45W S31

24845

S3 G5 1988-06-08Botrychium simplex  (Least Moonwort)  #23 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R45W S31

22899

S3 G5 1962-06-30Calamagrostis montanensis  (Plains Reedgrass)  #3 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, 
T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S2, T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S14

3891

S3 G5 1985-07-10Calamagrostis montanensis  (Plains Reedgrass)  #6 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

3894

S1B G5 1992-05-24Calcarius ornatus  (Chestnut-collared Longspur)  #1 END
Location Description: Legal description is too lengthy to fit in allotted space.

1463

S3 G4?Q 1986-08-25Carex hallii  (Hall's Sedge)  #27 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

8673

S3 G5 1964-06-02Carex scirpoidea  (Northern Singlespike Sedge)  #1 SPC
Location Description: T138N R46W S8, T139N R46W S33, T138N R46W S5, T138N R46W S4, 
T139N R46W S32, T138N R46W S10, T138N R46W S9, T138N R46W S3, T139N R46W S34

4081

S3 G5 1980-06-23Carex scirpoidea  (Northern Singlespike Sedge)  #7 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S15

4087

S2 G4 1985-07-16Carex sterilis  (Sterile Sedge)  #19 THR
Location Description: T140N R46W S26

7689

S2 G4 1985-06-28Carex sterilis  (Sterile Sedge)  #20 THR
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S22, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S23

7679

S2 G4 1986-08-25Carex sterilis  (Sterile Sedge)  #33 THR
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

8669

S3 G4 1988-06-09Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #18 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S27, 
T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S21, T139N R46W S22

4300
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Page 2 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S3 G4 1987-05-15Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #149 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S10

7717

S3 G4 1988-06-09Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #172 SPC
Location Description: T140N R45W S6, T141N R45W S33, T141N R45W S32, T140N R45W S5

9163

S3 G4 1992-07-Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #189 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S28, T139N R46W S27

13899

S3 G4 1993Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #219 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10

18148

S3 G4 1981-05-29Cypripedium candidum  (Small White Lady's-slipper)  #374 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S34, T140N R46W S27

34391

S1 GNR 1988-06-14Dry Hill Prairie (Northern) Type  #6 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S14

6682

S2 GNR 1986-08-25Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Northern) Type  #16 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S11

1324

S2 GNR 1985-07-11Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Northern) Type  #19 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

6680

S2 GNR 1987-09-17Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Northern) Type  #24 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R45W S31

7763

S2 GNR 1988-06-16Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Northern) Type  #28 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S26, T141N R46W S25

9555

S2 GNR 1987Dry Sand - Gravel Prairie (Northern) Type  #53 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S2, T140N R46W S11

12508

S3 G5 1980-06-10Gaillardia aristata  (Blanket-flower)  #11 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22

12759

S3 G5 1982-08-13Gentiana affinis  (Northern Gentian)  #5 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S21, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S16

4726

S3 G5 1986-08-25Gentiana affinis  (Northern Gentian)  #30 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

8670

S3 G5T5 1987-09-17Gentianella amarella ssp. acuta  (Felwort)  #4 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S22

7682
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Page 3 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S3 G5T5 1986-08-25Gentianella amarella ssp. acuta  (Felwort)  #5 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S2, T140N R46W S11

8671

S3 G5T5 1962-08-30Helianthus nuttallii ssp. rydbergii  (Nuttall's Sunflower)  #2 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S11, 
T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S2

4791

S3 G5 1962-07-11Helictotrichon hookeri  (Oat-grass)  #15 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S15

11100

S1 G5 1988-08-22Hesperia comma assiniboia  (Assiniboia Skipper)  #10 END
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

6272

S2 G2 1996-07-07CHesperia dacotae  (Dakota Skipper)  #6 THR
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S14

2414

S2 G2 2005-07-15CHesperia dacotae  (Dakota Skipper)  #7 THR
Location Description: Legal description is too lengthy to fit in allotted space.

2415

S3 G5 1993-04-Heterodon nasicus  (Western Hognose Snake)  #24 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S15

18670

S3 G5 1995-06-22Heterodon nasicus  (Western Hognose Snake)  #26 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

21109

S2B G4 1995-06No StatusLanius ludovicianus  (Loggerhead Shrike)  #11 THR
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, 
T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S13, T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S26, 
T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S24

2498

S2B G4 2006-04-17No StatusLanius ludovicianus  (Loggerhead Shrike)  #43 THR
Location Description: T140N R45W S6, T141N R45W S32, T141N R45W S33, T140N R45W S5, 
T140N R46W S2, T141N R46W S36, T140N R46W S1, T141N R46W S35

6811

S2B G4 1995-06-15No StatusLanius ludovicianus  (Loggerhead Shrike)  #45 THR
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S23, T140N R46W S25, 
T140N R45W S30, T140N R46W S14

6813

S3 G5 2004-08-26Ligumia recta  (Black Sandshell)  #361 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S10

32692

S3B G5 1988-05-29Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #55 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S26

8708

Copyright 2007 State of Minnesota DNR Printed 12/13/2007



Element Name and Occurrence Number
Federal
Status

MN
Status

State
Rank

Global
Rank

Last Observed
 Date

Page 4 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S3B G5 1988-05-28Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #56 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

8709

S3B G5 1988-05-28Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #57 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S12, T140N R46W S11

8710

S3B G5 1988-05-28Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #58 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S12, T140N R46W S11

8634

S3B G5 1988-06-05Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #61 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, 
T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S22

8712

S3B G5 1988-06-13Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #63 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S35, T141N R46W S26

8714

S3B G5 1978-06-06Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #94 SPC
Location Description: T140N R47W S12, T140N R47W S2, T140N R47W S1, T140N R47W S11

9498

S3B G5 1980-07-02Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #95 SPC
Location Description: T140N R47W S12, T140N R47W S1

9499

S3B G5 1978-06-06Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #96 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S8, T140N R46W S5

9500

S3B G5 1978-06-06Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #97 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S9, T140N R46W S8

9501

S3B G5 1980-07-02Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #98 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S9, T140N R46W S16

9502

S3B G5 1978-06-06Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #99 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S11, T140N R46W S15

9503

S3B G5 1978-06-06Limosa fedoa  (Marbled Godwit)  #100 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S11

9504

S2 GNR 1985-07-10Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #24 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T140N R46W S2, T141N R46W S35

344

S2 GNR 1985-07-12Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #25 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S2, T140N R46W S11

345
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Page 5 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S2 GNR 1985-07-16Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #26 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S33, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S34, T140N R46W S28

346

S2 GNR 1985-07-16Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #27 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S27

347

S2 GNR 1985-07-11Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #33 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S21

354

S2 GNR 1988-06-14Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #89 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10

6681

S2 GNR 1995-08-09Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #97 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

6683

S2 GNR 1987-09-23Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #137 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S34

7736

S2 GNR 1987-09-17Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #139 N/A
Location Description: T141N R45W S30, T141N R46W S25, T141N R45W S31, T141N R46W S36

7734

S2 GNR 1994-08-24Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #140 N/A
Location Description: T140N R45W S6

7739

S2 GNR 1988-06-14Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #146 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S10

7847

S2 GNR 1988-06-15Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #147 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S14

7848

S2 GNR 1988-08-12Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #148 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T140N R46W S34

7853

S2 GNR 1973Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #149 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S2, T140N R46W S11

7851

S2 GNR 1988-06-16Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #150 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R46W S26, T141N R46W S25, T141N R46W S35

7852

S2 GNR 1988-08-21Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #170 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S26

9557

S2 GNR 1985-07-11Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #255 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S22

22185
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Page 6 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S2 GNR 1989-08-24Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #257 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S15

15999

S2 GNR 1989-08-24Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #262 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S15

22190

S2 GNR 1988-06-14Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #263 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S14

22191

S2 GNR 1996-06-16Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #264 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S10

22194

S2 GNR 1994Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #266 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S35

12507

S2 GNR 1994-08-24Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #267 N/A
Location Description: T141N R45W S32

21881

S3 G5 1991Microtus ochrogaster  (Prairie Vole)  #38 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22

13610

S3 G5 1991Microtus ochrogaster  (Prairie Vole)  #39 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S22

13607

S3 G5 1995Microtus ochrogaster  (Prairie Vole)  #43 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R45W S31, T141N R46W S25

18136

SNR GNR 1986-08-25Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class  #771 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S2, T140N R46W S12, T140N R46W S11, T140N R46W S1

6689

SNR GNR 1988-08-21Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class  #1456 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S26

22186

SNR GNR 1994-08-03Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class  #1524 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T140N R46W S33, T140N R46W S34

21770

SNR GNR 1988-06-14Native Plant Community, Undetermined Class  #1908 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S14

22192

S3 G2G3 1996-07-13Oarisma powesheik  (Powesheik Skipper)  #43 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

2713

S3 G2G3 1996-07-07Oarisma powesheik  (Powesheik Skipper)  #162 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S15

5374
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Page 7 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S3 G2G3 1996-07-08Oarisma powesheik  (Powesheik Skipper)  #163 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15

5369

S3 G2G3 1996-07-12Oarisma powesheik  (Powesheik Skipper)  #164 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S22

5370

S3 G2G3 1996-07-12Oarisma powesheik  (Powesheik Skipper)  #165 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S14, 
T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S23

5371

S1 G5T4 1968-06-15Oeneis uhleri varuna  (Uhler's Arctic)  #5 END
Location Description: T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S16

2734

S3 G4 1947-06-27Orobanche fasciculata  (Clustered Broomrape)  #1 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, 
T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S2, T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S14

5110

S3 G5 1986-08-25Orobanche ludoviciana  (Louisiana Broomrape)  #11 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S11

8672

S3 G5 1988-06-14Orobanche ludoviciana  (Louisiana Broomrape)  #12 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S10

9576

S3 G5 1980-08-05Perognathus flavescens  (Plains Pocket Mouse)  #18 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S22

15923

S2B G5 2007-06-12Phalaropus tricolor  (Wilson's Phalarope)  #108 THR
Location Description: T140N R46W S22

34442

S1 G2 2007-07-09LTPlatanthera praeclara  (Western Prairie Fringed Orchid)  #26 END
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S13

10337

S3 G3 1968-09-02Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #145 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S11, 
T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S9

23670

S3 G3 1980-07-14Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #152 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S22

23678

S3 G3 1996-07-07Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #153 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S14

23679

S3 G3 1995-07-13Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #177 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S15

25090
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Page 8 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
Short Record Report of Element Occurrences within 1 mile radius of:

Flat Hill I and Flat Hill II Windpark
Multiple TRS

Clay and Wilkin Counties

EO ID #

Clay County, MN

S3 G3 1995-07-13Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #178 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S15

25092

S3 G3 1995-07-13Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #179 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S23, T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S22

25298

S3 G3 1988-08-12Speyeria idalia  (Regal Fritillary)  #258 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

32851

S3 G4 1991No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #72 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S35, T140N R46W S3, T140N R46W S2, T141N R46W S34

3227

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #73 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S15

3228

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #74 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S23, T140N R46W S15, T140N R46W S22

3229

S3 G4 1982No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #75 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S35, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S34

3230

S3 G4 1976No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #76 SPC
Location Description: T140N R45W S20, T140N R45W S21, T140N R45W S17

3231

S3 G4 1983No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #77 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S9

3232

S3 G4 2005-06-09No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #98 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S27, T139N R46W S34

3253

S3 G4 1982No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #99 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S22

3254

S3 G4 1991No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #100 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R46W S25

3255

S3 G4 2005-06-09No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #193 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S27

6901

S3 G4 1996No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #194 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S11, T140N R46W S13

6902

S3 G4 1999No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #195 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S27, T140N R46W S23

6903
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Page 9 of 11Minnesota Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program
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Clay County, MN

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #197 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S35, T141N R46W S26, T141N R46W S27

6905

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #200 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S11, T140N R46W S2

6908

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #403 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S14

10234

S3 G4 1992No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #410 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S4, T140N R46W S9

11437

S3 G4 1992No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #411 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S9, T140N R46W S16, T140N R46W S17

11438

S3 G4 2000No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #463 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T141N R45W S31, T141N R46W S25

13942

S3 G4 1994No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #490 SPC
Location Description: T140N R45W S6, T141N R45W S32, T140N R46W S1, T140N R45W S5

18255

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #492 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S10, T140N R46W S3

18257

S3 G4 1994No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #525 SPC
Location Description: T141N R45W S20, T141N R45W S28, T141N R45W S29

20728

S3 G4 1998No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #532 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S32, T141N R46W S31, T140N R46W S5, T140N R46W S6

21736

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #533 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S35, T140N R46W S36

21737

S3 G4 1996No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #555 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S34, T139N R46W S33, T139N R46W S28

12753

S3 G4 2001No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #599 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S36, T140N R46W S1, T140N R46W S2

23970

S3 G4 2000No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #620 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S16, T139N R46W S9, T139N R46W S15

28442

S3 G4 2002No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #675 SPC
Location Description: T141N R46W S35

31137
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Clay County, MN

S3 G4 2003No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #702 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S24, T140N R46W S13, T140N R45W S18, T140N R45W S19

32003

S3 G4 2003No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #703 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S26, T140N R46W S24, T140N R46W S23, T140N R46W S25

32004

S3 G4 2005-06-09No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #735 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S14, T139N R46W S15

32723

S3 G4No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #780 SPC
Location Description: T139N R46W S30

33339

S3 G4 2007No StatusTympanuchus cupido  (Greater Prairie-chicken)  #821 SPC
Location Description: T140N R46W S12, T140N R46W S13

34344

S3 GNR 1994-08-03Wet Brush-Prairie (Northern) Type  #43 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S34

21769

S3 GNR 1985-07-12Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #17 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

433

S3 GNR 1989-08-24Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #48 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S22, T139N R46W S15

6677

S3 GNR 1987-09-23Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #87 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S34, T140N R46W S27

7742

S3 GNR 1987-09-17Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #88 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S22, T140N R46W S21

7748

S3 GNR 1985-07-11Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #100 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S22

7957

S3 GNR 1988-06-16Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #103 N/A
Location Description: T141N R46W S26

9558

S3 GNR 1988-08-12Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #104 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S3, T139N R46W S4

9559

S3 GNR 1988-08-21Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #105 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S34, T139N R46W S27

9560

S3 GNR 1988-06-15Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #106 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S15, T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10, T139N R46W S14

9561
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Clay County, MN

S3 GNR 1988-06-14Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #108 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S11, T139N R46W S10

9578

S3 GNR 1994-08-24Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #153 N/A
Location Description: T141N R45W S29

21941

S3 GNR 1988-08-21Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #160 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S35, T139N R46W S26, T139N R46W S27

7849

S3 GNR 1988-06-14Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #166 N/A
Location Description: T139N R46W S10

22193

S3 GNR 1994-08-03Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #167 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S34, T140N R46W S33

21768

S3 GNR 1987-09-17Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #168 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S22, T140N R46W S27

5911

S3 GNR 1985-07-16Wet Prairie (Northern) Type  #169 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S36, T140N R46W S35, T139N R46W S1, T139N R46W S2

349

S2 GNR 1986-08-25Wet Saline Prairie (Northern) Type  #8 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S11

6392

S2 GNR 1985-07-16Wet Seepage Prairie (Northern) Type  #6 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S26

434

S2 GNR 1987-09-17Wet Seepage Prairie (Northern) Type  #12 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S23, T140N R46W S22

6675

S2 GNR 1985-07-12Wet Seepage Prairie (Northern) Type  #37 N/A
Location Description: T140N R46W S14, T140N R46W S12, T140N R46W S11, T140N R46W S13

12332

Wilkin County, MN

S2 GNR 1988-06-16Mesic Prairie (Northern) Type  #145 N/A
Location Description: T136N R47W S27, T136N R47W S23, T136N R47W S26

7765

Records Printed = 157
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From: Shelley Becklund

To: Kinny, John; 

CC:

Subject: Re: Flat Hill I Wind Park

Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 5:14:45 PM

Attachments:

Hi John 
 
Thanks for the information. I'll review as soon as I get a chance. I did copy Lisa Joyal 
that I received this information from you. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Shelley Becklund 
Regional SNA Management Specialist 
MN DNR Scientific & Natural Areas Program 
1509 1st Ave. N. 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
Shelley.Becklund@dnr.state.mn.us 
(218) 739-7576 x 262 (office) 
(2180 739-7601 (fax) 
 
 
 
>>> "Kinny, John" <john.kinny@ttemi.com> 2/11/2008 3:22 PM >>> 
Greetings, 
 
 
 
Please find the attached map and project area quad sections for the Flat 
Hill Wind Park that we discussed Friday afternoon.  The project area 
consists of two main areas, an area for turbines to the north and a 
narrow transmission corridor extending south.  Approximately 130 GE XLE 
turbines are proposed for the northern portion of the project area.  The 
turbine tower is approximately 262 feet tall and the blades are 130 feet 
long for a total height of nearly 400 feet.  I believe our client would 
like to put the transmission corridor along Highway 9.  

mailto:Shelley.Becklund@dnr.state.mn.us
mailto:/O=TETRATECH/OU=EMIMSX1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JOHN.KINNY


 
 
 
We are very interested in finding out if there is any remnant prairie in 
the following sections: 
 
 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 4 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 3 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 9 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 10 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 16 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 15 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 21 
 
T 140 N, R 46 W, S 22 
 
 
 
We have used the DNR Data Deli and biological survey.  You mentioned 
that you might have better data than this.  Do you have any records of 
remnant prairie in these sections?  Can you share your data?  I would 
greatly appreciate any better data that you may be able to provide to 
help in with our constraints mapping.  If you do not have better data we 
will more than likely need to do ground surveys of these sections.  Can 
you make any recommendations on what would satisfy the DNR in the form 
of ground surveys for remnant prairie areas? 
 
 
 
As I mentioned during our conversation I would greatly appreciate a 
response from you regarding the project as it relates to the native 
prairie in the area.  I would like to be able to show Lisa Joyal with 
the DNR that we have contacted you and started a conversation about the 
project.  I will be emailing you another map in the next day or so 
showing the land our client has signed leases for or is negotiating 
leases.  This may aid you in making recommendations.  Please, don't 
hesitate to contact me with any questions.  



 
 
 
John Kinny | Environmental Scientist 
Direct: 612.643.2235 | Main: 612.643.2200 | Fax: 612.643.2201 
john.kinny@ttemi.com 
 
Tetra Tech | EMI 
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 | Bloomington, Minnesota 55425 | 
www.tetratech.com 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  This message, including any attachments, may include 
privileged, confidential and/or inside information. Any distribution or 
use of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is 
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then 
delete it from your system. 
 
 
 
 
 









Flannery, Sean 

From: Thomas Landwehr [tlandwehr@tnc.org]
Sent: Thursday, August 07, 2008 10:05 AM
To: Flannery, Sean
Cc: Brian Winter
Subject: RE: Flat Hill Windpark, Clay County
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Hi, Sean, and my apologies on the delay in responding.  As we discussed, we (TNC) were very pleased to see 
the changes made to the project footprint, as they did address the majority of our concerns.  What are you looking 
for in terms of documentation of our position?  Thanks. 
  
Tom Landwehr 
Assistant State Director  
MN, ND, SD 
The Nature Conservancy 
1101 W. River Pkwy., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
Phone: 612-331-0705 
  
  
 

From: Flannery, Sean [mailto:Sean.Flannery@ttemi.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 04, 2008 2:22 PM 
To: Flannery, Sean; Thomas Landwehr 
Subject: RE: Flat Hill Windpark, Clay County 
 
Tom, 
  
I left a voice message for your earlier, but I thought I should email as well.  I wanted to follow up with you again 
regarding the proposed Flat Hill windpark and transmission line project that we are working on in Clay County, 
Minnesota. 
  
I know we spoke several weeks back regarding the changes to the projects footprint and we were hoping to get 
an updated response from you and your staff, based on the project as it is now conceived.  The email I sent back 
in May contained figures showing the revised project area, with the proposed turbine locations relocated to the 
west of Highway 9 (as recommended in the original response letter from The Nature Conservancy), and the 
proposed transmission corridor running along Highway 9. 
  
I can send updated versions of these maps if that would be helpful for your response.  We are hoping to include 
any further correspondence from The Nature Conservancy in the Route and Site Permits for the proposed project 
that will be submitted at the end of August and September (respectively).  We greatly appreciate your time and 
assistance with this project. 
  
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks and Sincerely, 
Sean Flannery 
  
Sean Flannery | Project Manager 
Direct: 612.643.2228 | Cell: 651.338.5986 | Fax: 612.643.2201 
sean.flannery@ttemi.com 
  
Tetra Tech | EMI 
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 | Bloomington, Minnesota 55425 | www.tetratech.com 
  



“In times of change, the learners will inherit the earth, while the learned will find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no 
longer exists.” 
- Eric Hoffer 
  
PLEASE NOTE:  This message, including any attachments, may include privileged, confidential and/or inside information. Any distribution or 
use of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. 
  

From: Flannery, Sean  
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2008 5:18 PM 
To: tlandwehr@tnc.org 
Cc: Flannery, Sean; Doperalski, Melissa; laurie_fairchild@fws.gov 
Subject: Flat Hill Windpark, Clay County 
  
Dear Mr. Landwehr, 
  
As we discussed on the phone, I wanted to follow up with you and your staff regarding the proposed Flat Hill 
Windpark in Clay County, Minnesota. 
  
We previously received a response from The Nature Conservancy (letter attached) on March 11, 2008, providing 
some guidance and recommendations about the proposed project and its potential impact on habitat and 
sensitive ecological resources in the originally identified project area. 
  
Based on the response from The Nature Conservancy, as well as responses from the MN DNR and the USFWS 
we produced a constraints map for the wind developer to identify these sensitive areas.  As a result of this 
constraints mapping effort the developer has changed the proposed footprint of the project to avoid all land east 
of Highway 9.  Essentially, they have moved their project into the western half of their original proposed footprint.  
The attached map shows a preliminary turbine layout portrayed on top of the environmental constraints map. 
  
We are interested in hearing any additional response from you and your staff that might result from the change in 
the project footprint, and how the project changes might affect your original recommendations for additional 
environmental assessment.  We intend to pursue some level of additional biological field survey work, including a 
spring/fall avian survey and grassland bird nest surveys at a subset of our avian point count locations, but we 
would welcome any guidance from your staff.  Specifically pertaining to the following: 
  

1)       Level of grassland bird nest assessment that is necessary within the proposed areas of impact west 
of Highway 9 

2)       Level of bat assessment (if any) this is necessary within the project area  
  
If you have any questions about this project or if the attached map is unclear, please feel free to contact me 
directly.  I would only stress that the attached map is a preliminary turbine depiction and it is, therefore, 
confidential information and not intended for the public.  A timely response would be greatly appreciated as we 
are intending to conduct our field surveys during the summer and fall months to facilitate the permiting process for 
the wind project. 
  
Thanks and Sincerely, 
Sean Flannery 
  
Sean Flannery | Environmental Scientist 
Direct: 612.643.2228 | Main: 612.643.2200 | Fax: 612.643.2201 
sean.flannery@ttemi.com 
  
Tetra Tech | EMI 
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 | Bloomington, Minnesota 55425 | www.tetratech.com 
  
“In times of change, the learners will inherit the earth, while the learned will find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no 
longer exists.” 
- Eric Hoffer 
  
PLEASE NOTE:  This message, including any attachments, may include privileged, confidential and/or inside information. Any distribution or 
use of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. 
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From: Brian Nelson

To: Kinny, John; 

CC: Chris Weir-Koetter; 

Subject: Re: Flat Hill I Wind Park

Date: Monday, February 11, 2008 9:54:03 AM

Attachments:

Hi John, 
 
Park staff have reviewed your map and see no immediate concerns regarding your 
proposed project and Buffalo River State Park.  We would however like you to look at 
the areas around the park that act as buffer areas for us.  These areas are important for a 
variety of wildlife.  One area that may be of concern would be the Wildlife Refuge that is 
located directly north of the park.  Another would be any Nature Conservancy properties 
near or around this proposed project.  The land owners should be contacted and given a 
chance to give their input.  If you have any questions please feel free to call me at 218-
498-2124.  Thanks. 
 
Brian Nelson 
Park Manager 
Buffalo River State Park 
218-498-2124 
 
>>> "Kinny, John" <john.kinny@ttemi.com> 2/8/2008 9:25 AM >>> 
Greetings Brian, 
 
 
 
Please find the attached map and list of project area quad sections for 
the Flat Hill I Wind Farm project that we discussed on Wednesday.  As I 
mentioned during our conversation, I would greatly appreciate a response 
from you regarding concerns you may have as the project relates to the 
Buffalo State Park.  I will be contacting Chris Weir-Koetter soon to 
discuss any concerns she may have as the projects relates to the State 
Park.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please feel free 
to contact me. 
 
 
 

mailto:Brian.Nelson@dnr.state.mn.us
mailto:/O=TETRATECH/OU=EMIMSX1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JOHN.KINNY
mailto:Chris.Weir-Koetter@dnr.state.mn.us


John Kinny | Environmental Scientist 
Direct: 612.643.2235 | Main: 612.643.2200 | Fax: 612.643.2201 
john.kinny@ttemi.com 
 
Tetra Tech | EMI 
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 | Bloomington, Minnesota 55425 | 
www.tetratech.com 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  This message, including any attachments, may include 
privileged, confidential and/or inside information. Any distribution or 
use of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is 
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then 
delete it from your system. 
 
 
 
 
 




