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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY  
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATMENT 

 
 

In the Matter of the Northern States Power Company (Xcel Energy)  
Certificate of Need Applications and Site Permit Application  

 
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant 

Extended Power Uprate and Additional Dry Cask Storage Proposals 
 

PUC Docket Number: E002/CN-08-509 (Certificate of Need Extended Power Uprate) 
PUC Docket Number: E002/CN-08-510 (Certificate of Need Additional Dry Cask storage) 

PUC Docket Number: E002/GS-08-690 (Site Permit Extended Power Uprate) 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) announces the 
availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Prairie Island Nuclear 
Generating Plant (PINGP) extended power uprate and additional dry cask storage projects. 
 
Copies of the FEIS can be obtained through the OES Project Manager and maybe viewed at the 
Public Utilities Commission (Commission) web site: 
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19602 
 
Copies will also be available for viewing at the following public libraries: 

 
Red Wing Public Library 
315 West 4th Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 

Hastings Public Library 
830 Vermillion Street 
Hastings, MN 55033 

Ellsworth Public Library 
312 West Main Street 
Ellsworth, WI 54011 

St. Paul Public Library 
90 Fourth St. West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Power Uprate - The extended power uprate (EPU) would involve increasing the amount of heat 
produced in the reactor, which would result in more steam being produced.  Balance-of-plant changes 
would be made to convert the additional steam to electricity.  The power uprate is proposed to be 
implemented during the 2013 and 2015 refueling outages for Unit 1 and Unit 2 respectively. 
 
The major balance-of-plant modifications will include Upgrade high-pressure turbines, replace main 
generator rewinds, Replace generator step-up transformers, Replace moisture separator reheaters, and 
Upgrade isophase bus duct cooling. 
 
Additional Dry Cask Storage - This project requests to increase the number of canisters stored at 
the existing Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installations (ISFSI).  The PINGP currently has State 
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authorization for 29 canisters to store the spent fuel generated until the end of the current operating 
licenses in 2013 and 2014.  Extending the life of the plant an additional 20 years and implementing 
the power uprate will require an additional 35 canisters.  The concrete pads within the existing ISFSI 
would be expanded to hold the additional canisters.  The ISFSI is currently licensed by the NRC to 
store 48 TN-40 casks and the proposed extension of the storage pads would be sufficient to 
accommodate the 16 additional casks. 
 
COMMENTS ON THE FINAL EIS 
 
Comments on the adequacy of the Final EIS will be accepted until Friday, August, 21, 2009.  
Comments should be sent by e-mail or U.S. mail to: 
 
Bill Storm, Project Manager 
Minnesota Dept. of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
Email: bill.storm@state.mn.us 
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