
 
 
After reviewing the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Prairie Island (PI) requests for 
uprate and additional dry cask storage, I feel there are many unanswered questions and concerns 
regarding the additional storage request. The issue of permanency has long been a real concern for many 
Minnesota residents and continues to be so. The Federal repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada has been 
a politically charged issue and its future regarding the acceptance of any nuclear waste is highly doubtful 
to say the least. The president of the United States along with congressional support has stated that the 
Yucca Mountain facility is not an option. Still, the draft EIS continues to assume and depend on the 
federal repository being the final resting place for Minnesota’s high level nuclear waste. You cannot 
assume or depend on something that will not happen in any foreseeable future. Minnesota must actively 
address how to safely and responsibly store the PI nuclear waste. It is unlikely that any federal 
repository will be available to accept any nuclear waste hence the PI ISFSI would become a permanent 
facility. In 1993, the Minnesota Court of Appeals regarding dry cask storage at the PI plant said..:” the 
proposed facility is probably classified as one in which waste is permanently stored…”. The 
administrative law judge found it unlikely that a federal facility would be available to take waste from 
dry casks in the predictable future and that the PI facility is likely “permanent” in the sense that it has no 
foreseeable end. Permanent or long term storage has much different sets of issues, concerns and impacts 
associated with them then does a 20 to 150 year storage term. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) has not completed an EIS for long term storage at the reactor site. The actual term of storage at 
the PI facility not been determined nor have there been any attempts to do so. We must enter into a 
careful, considered, and honest assessment of the current dry cask storage at the PI plant. 
 
Since no permanent storage facility is yet authorized, nuclear plants all across the country have been 
running out of spent fuel storage capacity. It was estimated that by 2006, approximately 60 plants will 
have no more storage space in their spent fuel pools and will need to develop at reactor site storage. In 
1994, a Minnesota House Research Information brief stated…” The State cannot prohibit storage of 
high-level radioactive waste from other states or other nuclear power plants at the dry cask facility at 
Prairie Island. Given the pervasive federal preemption of concerns related to high-level radioactive 
waste, it is unlikely that a state would be allowed to prohibit entry into the state of waste generated 
elsewhere as long as the NRC has approved the facility and the transport of the waste.  
 
The draft EIS depends on the Department of Energy (DOE) taking title to the waste to go to the federal 
repository who’s funding is doubtful nor has it been licensed to accept any waste. There are no 
assurances that the dry cask storage at PI will not become a permanent facility. The draft EIS must 
address all the storage issues along with the fact that there is no federal repository for the waste to go to 
in the future.  
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