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January 25, 2008

Ms. Lisa Joyal .

Endangered Species: Envifonmental Review Coordinator
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program
Division of Ecological Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500. Lafayette-Road; Box 25

'St Paul, Ninnesota 55155

SUBJECT: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant License Renewal
Request for Information on Threatened and Endangered Species

Dear Ms. Joyal:

Nuclear Managemenit Company:(NMC), acting on behalf of Northern States Power:Company, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy, would like ‘to thank the Minnesota Deparirment.of Natural
Resources (MNDNR) Natural Hetitage and Nongame Research Program for providing _
information regarding rare plant-or animal species, and other significant natural features-present
on:of within the vicinity.of the:Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) site’and
assooiated transmission:lines on June: 15 and August 8, 2007, respectively. This information
provided by MNDNRconcerning occurrences of rare species and natural communities on the
PINGP:site-and associated transmission corridors has been utilized in orderto assess potential

“impacts:on threatened and-éndangered species, should PINGP continue to operate for an
additional fwenty years.

PINGP is finalizing its application to-the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission(NRC) to renew the
operating licenses for PINGP, which expire-in 2013 {Unit 1) and 2014 (Uniit 2). As.part of the
license renewal progess, the NRC requires license applicants to “assess the impact.of the
proposed action-on threatened and endangered species in accordance with the Endangered
Species-Act” and-will almost certainly seek your agency's assistarice in the identification of
important species and. habitats in the project area.. By contacting:you'in advarice, we hope o
identify any issues that need to be-addressed-or any information your-office: may need to expedite
the: NRC.consultation.

Renewal of the PINGP operating licenses would not involve. any-land disturbance; any changes to
plant operations, or-any-modifications of the transmission system that connects the plant to the
regional electric grid. There are plans, however; to replace the Unit 2'steam generators in‘the fall
of 2013, one year before the Unit 2 operating license expires. The steam generators would arrive
by-barge,-and would -be installed within the Unit:2 containment structure. Temporary buildings
and. parking areas would be:necessary, but these facilities would be constructed in previously-
disturbed areas. Because, in all likelihood, Northern-States Power would notreplace the steam
generators-were it riot seeking approval for an ‘additional 20 years of operation, we-have
considered environmental impacts:of steam: generator replacement inthe Environmental Report.
we are submitting to:the:NRC. In'NEPA parlance, it is @ "connected action” (40.CFR 1508.25).
We would therefore-appreciate your taking. steam generator replacement into consideration when
you conduct your review of the project's potential effect on threatened or endangered species.

NMC would appreciate your review of the following assessment summary;-and transmittal of
written concurrerice, -or concerns, relative to the following conclusions that continued operation of
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PINGP would have little or no adverse effect on threatened and endangered species in the
vicinity of the site. NMC does not expect renewal of the PINGP operating license to negatively
impact state or federally listed threatened and endangered species, jeopardize the continued

existence of such species, or result in destruction or adverse alteration of any critical natural
habitats.

Area of Concern

The PINGP site, located in Goodhue County, Minnesota, consists of 578 acres on the west bank
of the Mississippi River, within the city limits of Red Wing, Minnesota (Figure 1). The City of
Hastings is located approximately 13 miles northwest (upstream) of the plant. Minneapolis is
located approximately 39 miles northwest and St. Paul is located approximately 32 miles
northwest of the plant. At the plant location, the Mississippi River serves as the state boundary
between Minnesota and Wisconsin, PINGP is located on the western shore of Sturgeon Lake, a
backwater area located one mile upstream from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Lock and Dam No. 3. The Vermillion River lies just west of PINGP and flows into the Mississippi
River approximately two miles downstream of Lock and Dam No. 3.

Figure 2 shows the property boundary and exclusion zone, which is restricted by a perimeter
fence with “No Trespassing” signs. Access to the exclusion zone by water is not restricted by a
fence; however, “No Trespassing” signs are placed at intervals along the shoreline of the river.
East of the plant the exclusion zone boundary extends to the main channel of the Mississippi
River. Islands within this boundary as well as a small strip of land northeast of the plant are
owned by the Corps of Engineers.

Directly north of Xcel property lies the Prairie Island Indian Community and Reservation, a
federally recognized Indian Tribe organized under the Indian Reorganization Act. The Prairie
Island Indian Community owns and operates the Treasure Island Resort and Casino, a 250-room
hotel and convention center that is currently being expanded. It offers gaming, dining, live
entertainment, an RV park, a 137-slip marina to accommodate visitors arriving by the Mississippi
River, and sightseeing and dinner cruises on their river boat.

Five transmission lines connect PINGP to the regional electric system. The transmission system
is depicted in Figures 3 and 4. The output of PINGP is delivered to the substation just north of
the generating facilities with 345-kV and 161-kV switchyards, where five transmission lines leave
via three transmission corridors. The transmission lines include two 2.5 mile (Red Rock 1 and
Adams) transmission connections, the Red Rock 2 connection to the Red Rock Substation in St.
Paul, the Blue Lake Substation connection, and the Spring Creek Substation connection.

Transmission corridors are maintained by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy using an
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) approach that includes both mechanical and chemical
control methods. In particular, both wetland and upland habitats are maintained in low-growing
vegetation through the use of manual cutting and the selective application of EPA-approved
herbicides resulting in the open habitats preferred by threatened or endangered species.

NMC does not expect PINGP operations through the period of extended operation (an additional
20 years) to significantly affect any threatened or endangered species in the area. Nor does
NMC expect steam generator replacement to adversely impact ecological resources on site
because the project will not involve ground disturbing activities in any previously undisturbed
areas.

We would appreciate your sending a letter detailing any concerns you may have about potential
impacts to threatened or endangered species (or their habitats) in the area of PINGP or
confirming NMC'’s conclusion that operation of PINGP over the license renewal term would have
no effect on these species. NMC will include a copy of this letter and your response in the license
renewal application that we submit to the NRC.
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Again, thank you for your previous assistance providing PINGP with rare and threatened species
and habitat information. We look forward to continuing to work with the MNDNR through the

license renewal process. Please direct any requests for additional information, questions and
your response to:

James J. Holthaus, PMP
Environmental Project Manager
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
1717 Wakonade Drive East
13 — Piex (License Renewal)
Welch, MN 55089
651-388-1121 ext 7268

Sincerely,

V0
Mike Wadley

Prairie Island Site Vice President
Nuclear Management Company

Enclosures: Figure 1
Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
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Figure 1
PINGP 50-Mile Radius
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Figure 2
PINGP Site Boundary
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Figure 3
PINGP Site Transmission Line Layout
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Figure 4
PINGP Transmission Outlets
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