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January 25,2008

Mr. Tony Sullins.

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish:and Wildlife-Service: -
“Twin Cities Ecological Services Office
4101 East 80" Street
Bloomington, Minriesota. 55425

SUBJECT:  Prairie Island Nuiclear Genéfating Plant License Renewal ,
Request:for Information on Threatened and Endangered Species

Dear Mr. Sullins:

Nuclear Management Company {(NMC), acting on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a
wholly-owned:subsidiary-of Xcel Energy would-like:to thank the U.S. Fish-and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) for-your June 20, 2007 memorandum:from M. Gary Wegein response.to-our April
2007 fetter seeking information and-concérns about the proposed action of rénewing the Prairie
Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) licenses for an additional 20 years. The memiorandui,
listed:two issues. of interest to'the Seérvice: (1) potential thermal effluent changes; ‘particularly‘in
winter, and (2).an interagency task force's desire:to:draw down of Pool 3 to allow re-
establishment.of aquatic vegetation. The USFWS 'memorandum did not mentiori-threatened:and:
endangered species

NMG is currently finalizing the application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission:(NRC) to
renew the operating licenses for Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP), which-expire-in
2013.(Unit1) and 2014 (Unit 2). As:part of the license renewal process, the NRC requires license -
applicants to."assess the impact of the proposed: action on threatened and endangered species in
accordance with the Endangsred Species Act” (10 CFR51,53). The-NRC will reguest an informal
consultation with yeur-office at a later date-under Section 7 of the‘Endarigered Species Act. By
contacting you: in advance; we hopé to identify anyissues that need fo-be addressed or any
information your office:may need to.expedite the NRC. consultation.

Renewal ‘of the PINGPoperating licenses: would not involve:any land disturbance; any ‘changes to
plant operations, ‘or-any mdifications of the transmission.system that connects the plant to the.
‘regional electric:grid. There are plans, however, to réplace the Unit:2.steam generators.in.the fall
0f2013, one year'before the Unit 2:operating license expires. The steam generators would arrive
by barge, and would be installed within the Unit 2 containment: structure, Temporary buildings
and parking ‘areas would be necessary, but these facilities would be:constructed in-previcusly-
disturbed areas. Because, in‘all Iikelihood, Northern States Power would not replace the steam
generators were it-not seeking approval for-an additional 20 years of operation, we-have.
considered environmental impacts of steamn generator replacement.in‘the Environmental‘Report
we:are submitting‘to the NRC. In.NEPA parlance, itis a "connected-action" (40 CFR 1508.25):
We would therefore appreciate. your taking:steam generator replacement into consideration when
you.conduct your review of the project's potential effect on threatened or-endangered species.

NMCwould appreciate your.review of the following assessment summary,-and transmittal of
written concurrence, or concerns, relative to-the:following conclusions that-centinued operation of
PINGP would'have little or'no adverse. effect on threatened and endangered species in the
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vicinity of the site. NMC does not expect renewal of the PINGP operating license to negatively
impact state or federally listed threatened and endangered species, jeopardize the continued
existence of such species, or result in destruction or adverse alteration of any critical natural
habitats.

Area of Concern

The PINGP site, located in Goodhue County, Minnesota, consists of 578 acres on the west bank
of the Mississippi River, within the city limits of Red Wing, Minnesota (Figure 1). The City of
Hastings is located approximately 13 miles northwest (upstream) of the plant. Minneapolis is
located approximately 39 miles northwest and St. Paul is located approximately 32 miles
northwest of the plant. At the plant location, the Mississippi River serves as the state boundary
between Minnesota and Wisconsin. PINGP is located on the western shore of Sturgeon Lake, a
backwater area located one mile upstream from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Lock and Dam No. 3. The Vermillion River lies just west of PINGP and flows into the Mississippi
River approximately two miles downstream of Lock and Dam No. 3.

Figure 2 shows the property boundary and exclusion zone, which is restricted by a perimeter
fence with “No Trespassing” signs. Access to the exclusion zone by water is not restricted by a
fence; however, “No Trespassing” signs are placed at intervals along the shoreline of the river.
East of the plant the exclusion zone boundary extends to the main channel of the Mississippi
River. Islands within this boundary as well as a small strip of land northeast of the plant are
owned by the Corps of Engineers.

Directly north of Xcel property lies the Prairie Island Indian Community and Reservation, a
federally recognized Indian Tribe organized under the Indian Reorganization Act. The Prairie
{sland Indian Community owns and operates the Treasure Island Resort and Casino, a 250-room
hotel and convention center that is currently being expanded. It offers gaming, dining, live
entertainment, an RV park, a 137-slip marina to accommodate visitors arriving by the Mississippi
River, and sightseeing and dinner cruises on their river boat.

Five transmission lines connect PINGP to the regional electric system. The transmission system
is depicted in Figures 3 and 4. The output of PINGP is delivered to the substation just north of
the generating facilities with 345-kV and 161-kV switchyards, where five transmission lines leave
via three transmission corridors. The transmission lines include two 2.5 mile (Red Rock 1 and
Adams) transmission connections, the Red Rock 2 connection to the Red Rock Substation in St.
Paul, the Blue Lake Substation connection, and the Spring Creek Substation connection.

Transmission corridors are maintained by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy using an
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) approach that includes both mechanical and chemical
control methods. In particular, both wetland and upland habitats are maintained in low-growing
vegetation through the use of manual cutting and the selective application of EPA-approved
herbicides resulting in the open habitats preferred by threatened and endangered species.

NMC does not expect PINGP operations through the period of extended operation (an additional
20 years) to have little or no adverse affect on threatened or endangered species in the vicinity of
PINGP and associated transmission lines. Nor does NMC expect steam generator replacement
to adversely impact ecological resources on site because the project will not involve ground
disturbing activities in any previously undisturbed areas.

We would appreciate your sending a letter detailing any concerns you may have about potential
impacts to threatened or endangered species (or their habitats) in the area of PINGP or
confirming NMC's conclusion that operation of PINGP over the license renewal term would have
no effect on these species. This letter serves as NMC's official request for USFWS concerns
about threatened and endangered species issues regarding PINGP license renewal. NMC will
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include a copy of this letter and your response in the license renewal application that we submit to
the NRC.

Again, thank you for your previous assistance providing PINGP with USFWS concerns. We look
forward to continuing to work with the USFWS through the license renewal process. Please direct
any requests for additional information, questions and your response to:

James J. Holthaus, PMP
Environmental Project Manager
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
1717 Wakonade Drive East
13 — Plex (License Renewal)
Welch, MN 55089
651-388-1121 ext 7268

Sincerely,

/Mc./CiZ 0&)

Mike Wadley
Prairie Island Site Vice President
Nuclear Management Company

Enclosures: Figure 1
Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
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Figure 2
PINGP Site Boundary
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Figure 3
PINGP Site Transmission Line Layout
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HOW WILL THE INFORMATION BE USED? Descn'be the planned use of the information, i includin 5

in what form and detail you wish to publish this information, ifany. Information will be used to

_ evaluate potential ecological impacts of renewing the operating 1i of
PINGP Units 1 and 2. Locations of gignificant natural communities(e.g.,

colonial waterbird colonies) will not be shown on maps. in the Envirommental

Report submitted to NRC if that is M;mnesota DRR's ptefetenne.

TURN-AROUND TIME
Requests generally take 3 weeks from date of receipt to process, and are processcd in the order received. .
Rush requests are processed in 2 weeks or less.

FEES

For-prnﬁt erganizations, including consultants worling for governmental agencies; are charped a fee for this
service. In addition, a fee may be charged for large requests from any source. A surcharge (currently $50) is
applied for rush orders; if this is a rush order, please check the blank below. Fees subject to change. A fee
schedule is available upon request. Please do not include payment with your request; an invoice will be sent _
to you.

__X_ Rush

“The information supplied above Is complete and accurate. | understand that material supplied to me
from the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System is copyrighted and that | am not permitted to
reproduce or publish any of this copyrighted material without prior written permission from the Minnesota
DNR. Further, if permission to publish is given, | understand that | must credit the Minnesota Natural

‘Herltage and Nongame Research Program, Minnesota Pepa nt,of Ngj ural Resources as the source of
the material.” .
Signature

Mail or email cbﬁigleted forins to: For further information call

Bndnng_gred Species Environmental Review Coordinator  (for project reviews) (651) 259-5107 or 259-5109
Sarah.wren@dnr,state,mn,us e.g-EAWs
.. or 3 .
Asgistant Database Manager ) : (for general requests) (651) 259-5123
Sharron;nelson@dnr.state. mo.us . . .
at :
Natural Hentage and Nungame Research Program’
Minnesota Departient of Natural Resources
500 Laﬁlyette Road, Box 25
- St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Or FAX completed forms to: (651) 296-1811

Additional mformntmn about the Natural Heritage & Nonjanie Research Program is nvmlable at
X tate.nn, U5 ecolo ical semcesl ks /mdex  html

For Agency Use Only: o
"-~EO's requiring comment = e,
. Sources contacted Topic ; ) Response

" Response Summary

. ah o Resbondef’ :
" Raviged 09/06 - :
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Natural'Heritage and Nonga:%&]ei ng-gl)} el’{{g zggaBox 25
St. Paul; Minnesota'55155-40.__

Phone: (651)259:5100  Fax: (651)296-1811  F-miail: lisajoyal @dnr.state:mn.us

 June 15, 2007

M. James Holthaus

Nuclear Management Company
13-Plex 1717 Wakonadé Dr. E.
Welch, MN 55089

Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
(license renewal), TL13N R15W Sectionis 4 & 5, Goodhue County
NHNRP Contact #: ERDB 20070820:

Dear Mr. Holthaus,

The Minnesota Natiral Heritage database hasbeenreviewed to determiné if-any:tare plant or animal
spemes orother significant natural features aré known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the
area indicated on-the map-enclosed with your information fequest. Based on this review, there-are 73 known
occurrences of rare species or native: plant ‘communities in the area searched. For details, please see the
‘enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields.

The Natural Heritape database is maintained by the Natural Heritage.and Nongame Research Program,
a unit within the Division of Bcological Services, Department of Natural Resources. It is.continually updated as
new information:becomes available, and is-the most complete source of data.on Minnesota's:rare.or otherwise
significant species, native plant comumurities, and other natural features. Ifs purpose:is to foster better
indeétstanding and- protection of these features.

Because o information is:not'based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or-otherwise
significant natural features in the state thatare not represented in the database. A county-by-county survey of
rarenatural features:is now underway, and has been compléted for Goodhue County. Ourinformation about
native plaiit communitiesis, therefore; quite thorough for that county. However, because survey work for rare
plants and. animals is fess: exhaustive, and. because there has not been an on-site survey of 4ll areas of the
county, ecologically significant features for which:we have no.records may exist-on the project area.

The enclosed results.of the:database search are:provided in two formats: short record report and long
record-report. Tocontrolithe rélease of locational information, which mightresultin the damage or destruction
of arare-element, both printout formats are copyrighted.

The short record report provides rare feature: locations only. to. the nearest section, and may be
reprinted, unaltered; in an Bnvironmental Assessment Werkshest, municipal natural resource:plan, or report
compiled by your company for'the project listed above. If'you wish to reproduce the short record reportfor
any other purpose, please:contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more
detailed locationalinformation, and is for'your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record
report for any purpose; please contact me to request:written permission.

Please be aware thatreview by-the Natural Heritage-and Nongame Research Program focuses only on
rarenatural features. It does not constitute review-or.approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a
whole. ‘If you require further information on the environmental reviéw process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental AssessmentEcologist, Wayne Barstad, at (651)
772-7940.

DNR Information: 651:296-6157 © 1-888-646-6367 ° TTY: 651:296-5484: o 1:800-657-3929

&, Printed-on'Recycled Paper-Containing a

An Equal-Opportunity Employer vﬂ g Minimum of 10% Post:Corisuiner Wiste
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An invoice in the amount of $85.48 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two weeks of
the date of this letter. You are being billed for map and database search and staff scientist review. Thank you
for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.

Sincerely,
Lisa A. Joyal
Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator

encl:  Database search results
Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program, Box 25

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4025

Phone: (651) 259-5109  Fax: (651) 296-1811  E-mail: lisa.joyal@dnr.state.mn.us

August 9, 2007

Mr. James Holthaus

Nuclear Management Company
13-Plex 1717 Wakonade Drive East
Welch, MN 55089

Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Prairie Island Nuclear Generating
Plant — Transmission Lines (license renewal), Scott, Dakota, Goodhue, and Washington Counties
NHNRP Contact #: ERDB 20070820-0002

Dear Mr. Holthaus,

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or animal
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request. Based on this review, there are 367 known
occurrences of rare species or native plant communities in the area searched. For details, please see the
enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields.

The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research
Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Resources, Department of Natural Resources. It is
contimually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features. Its
purpose is to foster better understanding and protection of these features.

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise
significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database. A county-by-county survey of
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Scott, Dakota, Goodhue, and Washington
Counties. Our information about native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for those counties.
However, because survey work for rare plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been
an on-site survey of all areas of each county, ecologically significant features for which we have no records
may exist on the project area.

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: short record report and long
record report. To control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or
destruction of a rare element, both printout formats are copyrighted.

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report
compiled by your company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the short record report for
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record
report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission.

Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on
rare natural features. It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a
whole. If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Wayne Barstad, at (651)
772-7940.

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 @  1-888-646-6367 ] TTY: 651-296-5484 ®  1-800-657-3929
An Equal Opporiunity Employer Who Values Diversity

ATTACHMENT C Page C-23



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

An invoice in the amount of $250.55 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two
weeks of the date of this letter. You are being billed for the database search and printouts. Thank you for
consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.

Sincerely,

Lisa Joyal
Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator

encl: Database search results
Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields
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