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ORDER REVOKING SITE PERMIT

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On September 23, 2008, the Commission issued a wind-farm site permit to Sibley Wind
Substation, LLC (Sibley or the Company).

On October 12, 2011, the Commission granted Sibley a permit amendment, which included
extending the deadline for commencing construction to two years from the date of the
amendment.

On December 19, 2013, members of the public raised concerns over the project’s impact on bald
eagles and other avian species and requested that Sibley undertake migration studies to quantify
the potential impact. Sibley undertook an eagle-monitoring survey in the spring of 2014. A
follow-up survey was done in the fall. Eagles were observed near the project area.

On May 12, 2015, the Commission ordered Sibley to file an avian and bat protection plan
documenting the work done to date and identifying procedures to mitigate potential impacts to
bird and bat species during construction and operation of the project.

On May 15, 2015, Sibley filed a draft avian and bat protection plan and the results of its
eagle-monitoring surveys. The Company stated that more data was needed to quantify the risk to
eagles and proposed to coordinate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop a protocol
for additional surveys.

On June 24, 2015, the Commission sent Sibley a letter asking the Company to file (1) a summary
of the scope of any further avian studies and the projected timeframes for completing those
studies and (2) a status update on the Company’s draft avian and bat protection plan and the
anticipated timeframe for a final plan.



On July 31, 2015, Sibley filed a letter requesting that the Commission cancel its permit while the
Company worked to resolve issues related to avian studies. The letter stated that the Company
understood that a new site permit would be required for construction to proceed.

On August 27, 2015, the Commission met to consider the matter.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Minnesota Statutes section 216F.04 authorizes the Commission to issue and revoke wind-farm
site permits. Section 216F.03 states that the Commission’s siting authority is intended to provide
for the siting of wind farms “in an orderly manner compatible with environmental preservation,
sustainable development, and the efficient use of resources.”

Sibley has asked the Commission to cancel its site permit while it works on a solution for avian
studies that is agreeable to all parties. The Commission agrees that revocation is appropriate. It
will advance the statutory purpose of ensuring compatibility with environmental preservation by
permitting full development of avian- and bat-protection issues, and it will advance the statutory
purpose of efficient use of resources by ending piecemeal examination of this project.

ORDER

1. The Commission hereby revokes the Sibley Wind Substation site permit.

2. This order shall become effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
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Daniel P. Wolf
Executive Secretary

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling
651.296.0406 (voice). Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us through their
preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
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