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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING - CASS LAKE

 AUGUST 12, 2008 - 6:00  

STATE OF MINNESOTA

OFFICE OF ENERGY SECURITY

In the Matter of a Route Permit Application and 
Certificate of Need Application for the 
Bemidji - Grand Rapids 230 Kilovolt Transmission Line

PUC DOCKET NOs:  TL-07-1327 
    CN-07-1222

Palace Casino & Hotel
16599 69th Avenue NW

Cass Lake, Minnesota 56633 
 

Met, pursuant to Notice, at 6:00 in the 

evening on August 12, 2008.  

COURT REPORTER: Christine Munson
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MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  I think we can 

get started.  Thanks very much for coming out 

tonight.  I'm Suzanne Steinhauer.  I'm with the 

Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy 

Facilities -- Office of Energy Security.  And I'm 

the project manager, and I'll be developing the 

environment review record for the state on this.

 And there are a couple of other folks, I 

don't -- I don't see them right now, but Ray Kirsch, 

who was at the sign-in table, a dark-haired 

gentleman, is a public advisor, also with the Office 

of Energy Security.  And Deb Pile is a supervisor 

for the Energy Facility Permitting Group.

And then there are also representatives 

from the applicants, Al Koeckeritz is here.  And 

then from the USDA, Rural Utilities Service, Barbara 

Britton is here tonight.  

We have a court reporter here and she'll 

be taking a record of the meeting.  So, when we get 

to the comment period, I'll try to ask and remind 

you to identify yourself and speak up. 

Tonight's meeting, I'll -- we're trying 

to keep the presentation part brief.  So, as a 

result, it's a pretty high level.  We'll try to hit 

all the highpoints.  I'll go over, generally, the 
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state of Minnesota review process.  The applicants 

will provide an overview of the project.  And then 

Barbara will provide an overview of the federal 

environment review process.  

If you can, I'll ask that you try to hold 

your questions until the end of the presentation.  

We have ample time to try to address them. 

In Minnesota, the Public Utilities 

Commission permits large energy facilities, 

including high voltage transmission lines such as 

this.  They do that in a two-part process.  

One is, they look at the need for the 

project.  That's done in -- generally, in a 

Certificate of Need filing.  That looks at the size, 

type, and timing.  And it's very generally outlined 

in this white, two-page handout that was outside.  

And, also, they issue a route permit.  

The route permit identifies where the project would 

be located and any permit conditions that would be 

designed to mitigate impacts, either human or 

environmental impacts.  

When they do that, there are criteria for 

selecting a route that are laid out in Minnesota 

statute.  So, the Commission has to balance the 

potential impacts of any project.  They try to pick 
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a project that conserves resources to the extent 

possible, minimizes environmental impacts, minimizes 

human settlement conflicts, and ensures the state's 

electric energy security with efficient, 

cost-effective power supply, in this case, electric 

transmission infrastructure. 

And as I mentioned before, once they 

select a project and identify a route, they also 

have the authority to, in the route permit, identify 

route permitting conditions.  Conditions are 

designed to try to minimize the impacts that can be 

related to designs, such as the type of transmission 

structure, a large -- a wider structure versus a 

taller structure, the route where the project would 

be located, the right-of-way preparation, 

construction techniques, and any other conditions 

that are identified. 

In the state's environmental review 

process, we also get participation from other state 

agencies who have either permitting or approval 

authority.  We ask them for input into the issues 

that should be addressed in the environmental review 

and also permit conditions.  They'll receive copies, 

and they are involved throughout the process.  

For this particular project, it requires 
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not only a state permit and state environmental 

review, but for reasons that Barbara will talk about 

later, it also requires an environmental review 

under the National Environmental Policy Act, so a 

federal level environment review.  The RUS is the 

lead agency on that, but other federal agencies are 

participating.  

With this project we're combining the -- 

both the state and federal environmental review.  

And within the state, we're combining environmental 

review for both the need and the route.  The idea 

here is to have one environmental review document 

that covers both federal and Minnesota requirements.  

And the pink sheet, which also includes a 

process flow diagram, I can't really get to right 

now, there -- there will be one Environmental Impact 

Statement.  At that point, the state and the federal 

processes will separate, and each agency will issue 

its own particular decision.  For the state of 

Minnesota, that would be a route permit and a 

certificate of need. 

The environmental review required for a 

project of this size is called an Environmental 

Impact Statement.  Also, identified in the pink 

process flow diagram, it kind of looks at where -- 
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how the -- how the environmental review proceeds.  

It begins with the applicants submitting a Route 

Permit Application, those have been accepted by the 

Public Utilities Commission.  And now we're coming 

out to you to provide information on the process, 

the approval process, and also information on the 

project. 

We're also asking for comments on 

information you believe should be -- that the 

Commission needs to make their decision.  What 

should we look at, what impacts should we study, and 

are there other routes or route alternatives, or in 

some cases, segments that we should take a look at.  

Once all -- the comment period for this 

project closes at the end of August, August 29.  

Once all the comments are received, we'll compile 

those, and the Minnesota Department of Commerce will 

issue something called a scoping decision.  That 

will identify the routes and alternatives that will 

be studied in the Environmental Impact Statement, 

and, also, the impacts that will be studied.  

It will take several months, then, to 

prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  

That will be released, and we will be back out in 

the project area for a series of public meetings on 
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that. 

There will be a comment period on the 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and that will 

be -- again, that's sort of where the processes 

separate.  For the Minnesota process, that will be 

entered into the formal record.  

There will be hearings, also, probably at 

the same time as the public meetings, that will be 

presided over by an administrative law judge.  That 

judge will summarize everything in the record up to 

date, including the comments received in the 

hearing, and make a recommendation.  We'll receive 

that recommendation, and then forward that to the 

Public Utilities Commission with our recommendation 

for a route and appropriate permit conditions.  

So, the issue is, what's in an EIS?  The 

identified -- generally, the broad issues, areas 

here, that's developed in a little bit more detail 

but still pretty broadly in this green sheet here.  

We'll typically look -- we always look at human 

settlement impacts.  The issues that we typically 

address are noise, how the different project 

alternatives would look on the land, what the 

aesthetic effects of those might be, would any of 

the alternatives require displacement of homes or 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163

9

businesses?  So, we also look at things like that. 

We'll also look at the project's affects 

on natural -- on natural environment, such as air, 

water, wetlands, stream crossings, things like that.  

Economic resources, such as farms, agriculture, 

tourism, and recreation, forestry and mining.  

We'll also look at the alternatives to 

the proposed project.  We know, for sure, that the 

alternatives we'll look at will be no-build, what 

would happen if the project wasn't built.  We'll 

look at different solutions to the identified needs, 

and we may look also at alternative routes. 

So, one of the things -- we want to 

provide you information with the process and the 

project -- but one of the things that we would like 

to get to from you is information on what the EIS -- 

what the Environmental Impact Statement should look 

at.  What are the issues, what -- are there 

alternative routes, are there alternative route 

segments, maybe not a whole new route, but it's 

crossing a sensitive resource, is there another way 

to get around that.

Those comments are due to us by the end 

of the day, 4:00, on Friday, August 29.  There's 

several ways we can get your opinions and your 
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comments.  We can do that orally here tonight.  And 

Christine is taking -- there is a court reporter 

here tonight, and she'll take those -- so, we'll 

have that report.  

If you don't wish to speak in front of 

people, and I understand that, you can submit 

written comments to us.  You can either -- there are 

comment forms, or if you have a letter, you can give 

that to us tonight.  You can also send it by mail, 

by e-mail, or by fax.  As long as we get it by 

Friday, August 29.  

And there are some white comment sheets 

located outside, that has all my contact information 

on there, the fax, e-mail, and address.  You can, 

also, just fold it over -- you can fold it over, and 

it has my address on the reverse.  So, there is -- 

if you -- I have some copies outside.  

There is information on the -- the 

project record, that's kept in these two places.  

And then here are the project contacts.  So my cards 

are out there, and I would be happy to provide you 

anything else.  

So, I'd like to turn it over to Al 

Koeckeritz from Otter Tail Power.  He will talk just 

briefly about the project.  
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MR. KOECKERITZ:  All right.  As Suzanne 

mentioned, I'm Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 

Company, representing the utilities here tonight.  

And along with us, we've got other utility 

representatives that are here and our environmental 

consultants as well.  And so we'll answer any 

questions later that you might have.  

Just kind of stepping through, you know, 

how did we get to this point, briefly.  In 2003, you 

remember, there was a large blackout out in Ohio and 

out East.  And that really drove a lot of states 

across the nation -- utilities across the nation to 

say, you know, if that happens there, what could 

happen in our area?  So, utilities in the state of 

Minnesota looked -- looked to determine what we 

should do, and started to look at what those results 

might be.  

As a part of that, then, we launched an 

organization, CapX 2020.  A number of utilities got 

together and said what are the reliability and other 

issues in the state of Minnesota?  And the studies 

that we looked at there, looked at the Bemidji area, 

specifically, in part of the studies, and about a 

50-mile radius around Bemidji.  

We looked at the load growth in the area, 
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it's about three percent.  And found out that, very 

shortly from here looking forward, there's going to 

be a real need for a new reliability project for 

this area.  

In other words, if we don't do something 

pretty soon, the area could be subject to brownouts 

or blackouts or those kind of things.  As a part of 

that, then, what we have to do is, we have to be 

able to maintain a system that if any one of our 

lines is out of service, we have to be able to 

supply power to our customers in the area.  Our 

customers meaning all the utilities, not just Otter 

Tail Power.  Beltrami Electrical, I know, serves a 

number of you in this room.  

So, the main support for this system, 

right now, comes from the west, from Winger, 

Minnesota to our Wilton 230 Substation.  From there, 

if that line is out of service shortly, we'll be in 

a situation where we'll have to have some sort of 

rolling blackouts or another situation where people 

will be without power.  We're not there yet, don't 

go to that point, but we are getting to the point 

right now.  

We've done everything we can that's a 

short-term fix at our substations and other things, 
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but we're really -- we need to do something more 

now.  So, you can see, it's a reliability situation.  

And once we determined that we did have a 

reliability situation here, we looked at about 30 

different options.  From there we narrowed it down 

to 11 options that we explored more fully.  And from 

those studies and the more detailed studies, this 

project, to build a new 230,000 volt line from 

Bemidji, or really the Wilton Substation, to what we 

say Grand Rapids, but it's really the Boswell Power 

Plant at Cohasset.  We took geographical names 

across the state that people could more easily 

identify.  

So, that is what we determined -- felt to 

be the best solution for the -- for the area.  

Concurrently, then, our utilities said, well, who's 

going -- who's going to be involved with this 

project?  And -- and we determined that, and formed 

our team to go forward with what are we -- what are 

we going to do to get this line constructed.  

In early 2006, we started to gather our 

information, look at our environmental impacts, look 

at different potential routes that might be out 

there.  And we started to interact with the state, 

federal agencies, as well as the Leech Lake Band, 
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and move the ball forward.  

Throughout 2007, then, we gathered more 

information.  Remember, you probably know, we were 

here in June of 2007.  We had open houses right here 

in Cass Lake, Bemidji, Cohasset.  We came back in 

October, had additional open houses at that point in 

time as well.  

We got some feedback from the agencies 

and through -- through some of the open houses to 

not just look at one corridor, but to look at these 

other corridors that are on the map here.  So, 

throughout our timeframe, then, we -- we gathered 

this information, and we -- we addressed these 

corridors.  And we made our filings to the federal 

agency, the RUS.  We have a Macro-Corridor Study and 

Alternatives Evaluation Study that we submitted to 

them.  

Then, in March of 2008, we submitted our 

Certificate of Need, which -- which says this is why 

we need to do this project.  And then in June of 

this year, June 4th, we submitted our Route Permit 

Application, that speaks to our routes that have -- 

that we feel meet the need best, and that's the red 

and blue routes on the maps there.  

At the same time, the RUS made final 
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acceptance of the documents filed with them, and 

kicked off all the joint agency discussions, and is 

moving ahead here today.  

We'll be here as long as we need to be.  

We want to get your input.  

And, again, I would emphasis, this is a 

reliability project to serve the customers in this 

area.  

So, thank you very much.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  Thank you, Al.  

Barbara. 

MS. BRITTON:  Hi.  I'm Barbara Britton 

with the Rural Utilities Service.  The reason we're 

involved in this project is, there are three 

investors, and Minnkota Power has come to RUS for 

financing for their portion of the investment.  So, 

that's how we became involved in this. 

Oops, sorry.  

RUS is a federal financing agency within 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture and we finance 

water and waste water programs, telecommunication, 

and electric projects for -- projects for rural 

communities.  

Any federal agency, if it's going to 

issue a permit, if it's going to finance with 
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federal funds, a major federal undertaking, which 

this project is, they have to conduct an 

environmental review under the National 

Environmental Policy Act.  

And, basically, what NEPA, as we call it, 

is a process for obtaining public input into the 

process and for incorporating environmental values 

into the process as we design and go forward with 

projects.

For this particular project, RUS is the 

lead federal agency, although there are a number of 

other federal agencies that are involved in the 

process as well.  

Oh, I'm sorry.  I keep going backward.  

The cooperating agencies for this process include 

the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, who has given us a 

lot of useful input.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which 

has to issue permits related to wetlands and -- and 

river crossings and natural waters.  The Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, which a lot of the proposed project 

is on Indian reservation, the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs wanted to be involved in this.  

And the U.S. Forest Service, of course, 

because so much of the project proposal involves the 
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Chippewa National Forest.  I think, Cathy, would you 

like to stand up?  Cathy is with the Chippewa 

National Forest.  So, Cathy Thompson.  

And, I think, we have some members from 

the Leech Lake Band here, I saw a few minutes ago, I 

saw some people come in.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife isn't a 

cooperating agency, but they will be working with us 

and working on the engendered species side of 

things, as well.  So, we'll be consulting with them. 

The results from the NEPA review, 

basically, inform the process of decision-making 

related to RUS's financing decision.  And also, 

related to the federal permits that have to be 

issued for this project related to wetlands, 

endangered species, special forest issues, and 

national water problems.  

The NEPA process integrates a number of 

other issues.  It's not strictly limited to just 

environmental issues.  We incorporate aspects of the 

Endangered Species Act.  We look at cultural 

resources under the National Historic Preservation 

Act.  In particular, 106, which will be a very 

important part of this process.  

And we also look at impacts to farmland 
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under the Farmland Protection Policy Act. 

There are number of executive orders that 

we also consider in this process.  Again, with 

wetlands, protection of environmental quality.  We 

look at floodplains, which, you know, there are a 

lot of floodplains in this area.  

And we also look at socioeconomic impacts 

and environmental justice concerns.  As we move 

through an environment review process, we classify 

projects based on their likely impact to the 

environment.  

For this project, we've decided to 

proceed with the highest level of review, which is 

an Environmental Impact Statement.  That's largely 

due to some of the needs of the federal agencies to 

look at the project in this level of detail.  And 

also the state's process of the permit -- route 

permit application requires an Environmental Impact 

Statement. 

NEPA, I think this was mentioned earlier, 

NEPA requires consideration of alternatives.  And 

based on the impact -- on the input that we've 

gotten from a lot of the stakeholders in this area, 

we've come up with four major corridor areas that 

we're looking at.  
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Our process is a little bit different 

than the state, because the route application 

process requires them to narrow the routes, and 

they've done that within this central area.  But the 

federal process requires us to look more broadly and 

then to narrow further.  

So, our two processes are now kind of at 

the point where they're actually meeting.  Where the 

federal process is narrowing, and the state process 

can actually encompass more than they considered in 

the route application.  So they're -- the two 

processes are duck tailing quite nicely, I think. 

Again, we follow a similar process as the 

state.  In the federal process, we have -- the 

federal process includes a public scoping, which is 

why we're holding the meetings that we're holding 

this week.  

The RUS requires two different types of 

studies, that's available -- that are available to 

the public for review that give detailed information 

on the project.  

The first is an Alternatives Evaluation 

Study, that looks at the electrical needs for the 

area and the best way to meet the electric need.  

And then we also have a Macro-Corridor Study, that 
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really is taking a look at those five -- those four 

corridors that we just looked at.  And comparing the 

environmental and cultural resources and 

socioeconomic information related to those.  

These are preliminary.  It's preliminary 

information.  As we move forward, we'll develop more 

detailed information on the geographic scope areas 

that we decide to move forward in -- into the 

Environmental Impact Statement.  And a lot of what 

we decide to move forward with depends on the public 

response that we get from you. 

Once we've develop the scope, we'll 

draft -- develop, in coordination with the state, 

draft an Environmental Impact Statement.  And then, 

finally, the Environmental Impact Statement.  And 

all of these have public comment components.  So, if 

you're interested in reviewing these and commenting 

on them, you'll have an opportunity to do that. 

So, basically, what we're doing is 

developing a joint environmental document that will 

be used by a number of agencies, both state and 

federal.  The Final EIS will be used by the federal 

agencies to issue what we call a Record of Decision.

So, each of the federal agencies will 

take this document and weigh the information on the 
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alternatives and issue their Record of Decision, and 

then take their federal action, based on whether 

it's financing or issuing their permit.  

And the same with the state.  The state 

will take that same document, and the PUC will issue 

the route permit, considering that, as well.  And I 

think Suzanne can give you more information on how 

that -- how that process works.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.  I think 

we're going to break things down now so we have a 

little bit more space.  

And we have Mike Thomas here, who will be 

taking your comments.  So, we'll be recording them 

through the court reporter and also on a flip chart.  

So, do we have anybody who can take the 

screen down and turn the projector off?

So, could you -- thank you.  Thank you.  

So, what we'll do to try to respect everybody's time 

is, I'll -- a number of people have said that they 

already knew coming in that they had comments or 

questions, and so I'll go through those people 

first.

And then if -- if you took a comment -- 

if you took one of the green comments cards, and 

decide you want to -- you have a comment or 
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questions, if you can turn those in, we'll call on 

those people next.  And then we'll just open it up. 

And if -- we also, if you could, please, 

speak slowly and identify yourself so that the court 

reporter can get your name.  And we may -- I'll try 

to keep checking back with her and see if she needs 

us to repeat anything. 

And so, I think, the first person here is 

Lisa Roulette.  Lisa Roulette?  

Barbara Hinkemeyer?  

MS. HINKEMEYER:  My question actually has 

been answered, but it's a health concern.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.

MS. HINKEMEYER:  Since I have a pacemaker 

and defibrillator, I was just wondering about, you 

know, how close this line would go, you know, to my 

property.  And what -- what might -- how it might 

affect the pacemaker and defibrillator.  Someone 

else might have the same question.

MS. STEINHAUER:  And so the question is 

you want information on what the line's effect on 

implanted pacemakers and defibrillators might be.  

Thank you.  

MS. HINKEMEYER:  Um-hmm.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Jack Gustafson.
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MR. GUSTAFSON:  Yeah.

MS. STEINHAUER:  I'm sorry.  I should ask 

you, just if you could spell your last name.  I'm 

sorry.  If we could back up.  

MS. HINKEMEYER:  It's 

H-I-N-K-E-M-E-Y-E-R.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Gustafson.  

MR. GUSTAFSON:  G-U-S-T-A-F-S-O-N.  Cass 

Lake.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.

MR. GUSTAFSON:  My primary concerns are 

the alternative number two that you proposed.  I 

guess I'm radically opposed to that alternative, 

especially.  My primary concern is the corridor 

across the Chippewa National Forest, in particular, 

the part between the Pike Bay and Cass Lake there.  

I'm concerned about the -- 

MS. STEINHAUER:  You mean Pike Bay and 

Cass Lake?  Referring to the map, if you could. 

MR. GUSTAFSON:  This little narrow strip 

right here (indicating).

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  You're referring 

to the narrow strip -- 

MR. GUSTAFSON:  And also I'm talking 
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about alternative number two, all the way across the 

Chippewa National Forrest.  I mean, it's -- in my 

view, it's -- it's a fairly wild drive.  You can't 

go hardly any place in Minnesota and see some 

unspoiled real estate.  And that's what this is.  

And I think that power line along there would be -- 

it would have an impact on it. 

I prefer alternative number -- this is 

one, but I would suggest -- or any alternative 

really, other than U.S. 2.  But on this route right 

here (indicating), if you are going to put it there, 

I would suggest that the power line be as far south 

of the railroad track as possible, so you can't see 

it, or it would be minimally visible from U.S. 2.  

And I also have a question about this 

route right here, where it would go across Moss 

Lake.  What are you going to -- it goes -- your line 

would go right across the neck of Moss Lake.  What 

are you going to do to mitigate the impact of that?  

That's a concern I have.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  So, I'm just 

trying to highlight it for the court reporter.  

MR. GUSTAFSON:  Okay.

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, he's indicating that 

strip near Moss Lake.  Okay.  And your concerns 
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are -- they're with the aesthetics?  

MR. GUSTAFSON:  Right, exactly.  And my 

-- the biggest concern I have -- the biggest concern 

I have is this little narrow -- our town doesn't 

have anything going -- our area doesn't have 

anything going for us except for the aesthetics.  

You take the aesthetics away from us, we don't have 

anything, as far as I'm concerned.  You put this 

corridor right there, it would be ugly. 

In this little corridor, right here, I 

was out measuring it today.  I parked my car on the 

shoulder of the road -- the shoulder of U.S. 2, and 

I went to the railroad grades, the middle of the 

railroad grades, and it's 58.5 yards from the center 

of the railroad grades to the shoulder of U.S. 2.  

Now, this is where you're talking about 

putting that corridor.  Let me tell you what you've 

got.  You've got two pipes -- two pipes, they're 

talking about two more pipes going in there in the 

not-that-distant future.  You have a bicycle trail, 

you have half a railroad grade, you've the U.S. 2 

corridor, and you have an ATV trail.  I think that's 

just too small of an area.  

And that power line would be visible from 

everywhere in Pike Bay, a significant part of 
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U.S. 2.  The people on the bicycle trail would see 

it, everybody on U.S. 2 would see it.  And it would 

just be ugly as hell, as far as I'm concerned.  I 

don't care where you put it, but please don't put it 

on U.S. 2. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  

MR. THOMAS:  We're going to get some tape 

and tape these to the walls and then we can refer to 

them.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.  And 

Robert White.  Mr. White, it would be good to spell 

your name.  

MR. WHITE:  W-H-I-T-E.  I have a 

question, I guess, a big thing with the environment 

impact of -- running a power line or maintaining a 

power line.  I have a 115 volt power line now that 

runs through my property.  Their easement was signed 

in 1967.  Actually, the section of land was 

homesteaded in -- by my family's relatives, 1800's.  

They're now maintaining a 130 -- about 

135 foot average cutting, which is clear cut on a 

hundred foot easement.  So, no matter where they 

would run the power line, what needs to be 

considered is the width of the easement that they're 

willing to purchase.  
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In our case, they have a grey area of a 

100 foot easement with the need for problem trees.  

Well, to clear cut the 135 feet, they -- everything 

is a problem tree.  So, whatever easement they wish 

to maintain, that's the easement they should 

purchase, no matter where they run the power line.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  So -- 

MR. WHITE:  And that's a big 

consideration, because they went through this winter 

and cut.  I came back up -- I live in the Cities, 

and the damage is done.  And the easement is signed 

100 feet, and to cut outside of that without 

permission, without regard to the environment, what 

I would consider, needs to be considered.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.

MR. WHITE:  So, if they wish to cut at -- 

over the 125 feet that they're asking for, if that's 

what they want is 100, then stay at 125 feet, not as 

the years progress  it will keep getting wider.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Al, is that -- can you 

talk just generally? 

He can't address your existing easement.

MR. WHITE:  Well, see, that's a big 

thing, because this runs for miles and miles.  It's 

not just my property that that 100 foot 
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easement -- this would be miles and miles and miles 

of overextending their right to -- 

MS. STEINHAUER:  No, I understand that.

MR. WHITE:  -- destroy the environment 

because --

MS. STEINHAUER:  Yes.

MR. WHITE:  -- where they ran through our 

section was 100 percent wooded before that power 

line was there, and now it's growing.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  So -- 

MR. WHITE:  It's a big concern.

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, it sounds like your 

concern is that they -- they only get the easement 

they -- they signed.  

MR. WHITE:  That's correct.  And the 

easement that they wish to maintain and not -- 

126 feet is overstepping.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Um-hmm.

MR. WHITE:  And that's a big 

consideration for the, whatever the payment, 

whatever the purchase price of their easement 

actually is. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  And then if I can 

ask Al or somebody from the applicants, the easement 

that you acquire, is that just for construction, or 
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does it include operation and maintenance?  

MR. KOECKERITZ:  No.  That would be -- 

that would be the operation and maintenance 

easement.  Right.  Yep.  So his concern should be -- 

MR. WHITE:  See -- and that, actually, 

the thousand foot corridor that they want to 

construct, is that written on those -- I'm on the 

alternate route, the plan A or plan B route, is that 

a thousand foot?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  The -- the applicants 

have asked for the state to consider a 

thousand-foot-wide easement.  And they're saying 

they need 125.  

MR. WHITE:  Right.  And, you see, in some 

cases -- 

MS. STEINHAUER:  The applicants have 

asked the state to consider a thousand foot route. 

MR. WHITE:  Right-of-way.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  No.

MR. WHITE:  To put it anywhere in that 

thousand foot corridor.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  That's what they -- 

that's what they have requested.

MR. WHITE:  They want to maintain 125 

feet, correct?  
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MS. STEINHAUER:  The applicants have 

requested -- the project, as they've described it, 

and, again, we're at the beginning.  So, we need to 

make sure this is what happens.  They have asked for 

a 125 foot easement -- 125 foot right-of-way to be 

located within a wider route.  

MR. WHITE:  Right, I understand that.  

They already have one easement through ours, through 

our section, through that alternative route.  So, 

now, they would widen that? 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Could you --  

MR. WHITE:  This thousand feet, why 

wouldn't they -- why shouldn't this be narrowed?  

Not a thousand foot right-of-way, maybe another 125 

foot to build along side of it is the way it would 

have to go.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Mr. White is indicating 

a portion.  Can you tell me where this is, just 

generally, where your --

MR. WHITE:  Yeah.  But it's -- it's the 

width.  Why would they want -- have the right-of-way 

to build the power line over on this side when they 

have an existing path cut already?  They should 

be -- if they come this route (indicating), they 

should be confined to following that existing line 
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with no variance from it, not a thousand feet wide.  

That would just, I mean, that would destroy 

property.  Any of the small, 10-acre, 20-acre 

parcels, you can take out the whole thing.  So, if 

they -- if they came that route, hold them to the 

existing easement that is there.

MS. STEINHAUER:  I think, generally, that 

along in the portions where the applicants are 

proposing to run along an existing transmission 

line, would you -- that would be adjacent, 

generally?

MR. KOECKERITZ:  Our proposal would be 

adjacent, generally, potentially double circuit 

options, but what we need to be conscious of is just 

what the gentleman is addressing, there are people 

that own properties that are very close to the 

existing transmission line.  

So, what we try to do is get as, you 

know, Suzanne -- a wide enough area that we can move  

around situations like that, so we don't -- so we 

impact the fewest amount of potential people or 

environmental concerns that are out there.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, it sounds like your 

issues would -- you may also -- one of the ways that 

that could be done is to look at using a different 
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type of structure, perhaps, it's -- where both lines 

would be -- 

MR. WHITE:  That's what I was told -- 

MS. STEINHAUER:  -- on the same 

structure.

MR. WHITE:  -- if they chose that route, 

that it would go to a single-pole system, built 

adjacent to the line that's there, not to disrupt 

the service.  So, when they move that line over to 

the new pole, that would double the width of the 

easement that they've already overstepped.  I 

guess --

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, looking at the -- 

looking at the easement, and then trying to make 

that as small as possible for any used, existing 

areas.  

MR. WHITE:  And maintain only what they 

ask for.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  Thank you.  

I think that's -- that's it as far as 

people who are signed up.  So, if you could raise 

your hand, and then, again, identify yourself for 

the reporter, please.  

MR. ZIERHUT:  My name is Frank Zierhut, Z 

as in zebra, I-E-R-H-U-T.  First name is Frank.  I 
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am agreeing with Jack Gustafson on the aesthetics.  

I would like to know how tall these towers are going 

to be.  The trees in this area are -- tallest ones 

are probably 180, maybe some 100 footers.  Are these 

going to be 100-foot towers?  230,000 volts, it's 

not anything you want to put your fingers on.

MS. STEINHAUER:  No.  Okay.  So, 

aesthetics and, especially, looking at the height of 

the structure.

MR. ZIERHUT:  Yes.  When you come north 

on 371, you go across this, well, taller ridge where 

them two towers are on top of the ridge.  And if you 

look north, you can see this whole area, and there 

is nothing out there.  You can see the telephone 

tower south of Cass Lake.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Um-hmm.

MR. ZIERHUT:  That's about all that's out 

there, and if you're going to have these towers, you 

know, they're going to be sticking up above the tree 

levels, you're going to be able to see them for 

miles.  And that's what I'd like to know, what are 

the height of these towers going to be?  There is, 

like I said, the aesthetics of the area, there are 

-- there are no -- or very, very few manmade objects 

that stick up above the trees.
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MS. STEINHAUER:  The short answer to your 

question is, I think the applicants, the structure 

type they're proposing, I think, are in the 70- to 

90-foot range.  The long answer is, that's what 

we're proposing, that's not what's been approved, 

yet.  So, we've got a long process to get to what's 

approved and the location and the type of 

structures. 

MR. ZIERHUT:  Are the -- well, a tower's 

a tower, but I don't know if they've improved them 

lately from the basic four-legged things that, you 

know, that come up with the big arms sticking out 

and everything else.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  No.  Those are, I think, 

those are lattice structures, like the big --- they 

look like aliens marching across the land.  That's 

not what's proposed -- 

MR. ZIERHUT:  Okay.

MS. STEINHAUER:  -- for this project. 

MR. ZIERHUT:  Now, one more thing.  With 

these big, tall towers up there, are they going to 

help reduce the property taxes?  Because we're 

losing the scenic wonder of it all. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, the impact of the 

project on property taxes?  
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MR. ZIERHUT:  Yes.  That would be another 

concern of mine.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay. 

MR. ZIERHUT:  The lakeshore property 

taxes up there are pretty high.  So, I'm looking for 

any break we can get.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  The lady in the 

back, do you have any question or a comment?  

MS. KINCAID:  My name is Audrey Kincaid.  

I'm wondering if the sounds of the wires are going 

to be as much of a problem as aesthetic?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  So, noise from 

the project?  

MS. KINCAID:  Right.

MS. STEINHAUER:  And I'm sorry, could you 

just give us your name, please?  

MS. ROCK:  My name is Feather Rock, 

R-O-C-K.  And my question is about the health 

environmental impact.  Is there going to be specific 

environmental impact studies into the impact on the 

cultural -- the subsistence, the people who live on 

subsistent diets?  

And specific -- specific studies on the 

impact of the health of the band members, and the 

impact on the reserved rights under the treaties for 
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those people who still -- who still maintain 

cultural ties to the land. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, by -- by impact, do 

you mean impacts on the health, and also on their -- 

MS. ROCK:  Specific studies to the 

impacts of the indigenous people --

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay. 

MS. ROCK:  -- who -- who -- live on 

subsistence diets -- who have subsistence diets 

coming from -- from that area that is going to be 

impacted.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  But specifically 

related -- 

MS. ROCK:  Not specific to every -- 

specific to the issues within -- within the Ojibwe 

community, and -- and the health of the Ojibwe 

community.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  Thank you. 

MS. ROCK:  And I'm particularly concerned 

as a grandmother on the impact on the birthing 

process.

MS. STEINHAUER:  So, impacts 

specifically -- when you say with the diet, does 

that mean the impacts on the food resources or on 

the ability --
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MS. ROCK:  On the food chain.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.

MS. ROCK:  On the gathering of the food.  

Are our rights going to be impacted, are our hunting 

sites going to be impacted?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Um-hmm.

MS. ROCK:  What gathering sites are going 

to be impacted?  You know, are there medicines in 

that area that are being gathered right now by 

traditional people?  You know, specific to the 

cultural -- to the cultural rights of the indigenous 

people here.

MS. STEINHAUER:  And then your second 

point, on the -- 

MS. ROCK:  And the second concern is, are 

the pregnant mothers, stillborns, you know, like the 

impact with the birthing process, miscarriages and 

stillborns.  

MR. THOMAS:  Did I -- did I capture that?  

Look at what I wrote there and let me know whether I 

captured your concerns.

MS. ROCK:  Yeah.  Impact on birthing. 

MR. THOMAS:  Thank you.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.

MS. ROCK:  Thank you. 
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MS. STEINHAUER:  Are there questions or 

comments?  

MR. GEHRKE:  My name is Harold, 

G-E-H-R-K-E.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.

MR. GEHRKE:  I'm opposed to that northern 

route, too, because I live, you know, over by the 

pumping station there.  The pipeline is coming 

through, and it's going to take 140 feet, I think it 

is now.  Then, if that high line comes through 

there, it's going to take another 125.  

I have 40 areas of property.  But, then, 

I have timber in the back.  They're going to wipe 

out my whole backyard, and I have the railroad 

behind.  So, I'll be -- I have the track, you know, 

the trains going right through the property.  I 

might as well -- and then I was wondering, how do 

they compensate for that?  How much is it, or how do 

they compensate for that?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  So, it sounds 

like you have two issues.  

MR. GEHRKE:  Um-hmm.

MS. STEINHAUER:  The first is, you think 

that because it's so close, you think it's taking a 

lot of your land.  
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MR. GEHRKE:  Right. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Specifically, timber.

MR. GEHRKE:  Yeah.  How do they plan on 

compensating the people for that?  What is the 

usual, you know, I mean, how much a rod or how much 

a foot or how do they do that?  

MR. THOMAS:  One question, when you said 

northern route, which one are you referring to?  

MR. GEHRKE:  Right.  I'm right by the 

pumping station there.  

MS. STEINHAUER:  That's the blue line.  

MR. THOMAS:  The blue one.  Okay.  So, 

that's designated as alternative two.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Alternative two.

MR. GEHRKE:  So, that's two?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  Yes.  

Okay.  There's no questions?

MR. GEHRKE:  Do you know how they 

compensate, then, for that?  Or how do they work 

that?  The easement, how much do they usually pay 

for the easement?

MS. STEINHAUER:  I do not know the answer 

to that question.  That's -- and, I think, the 

applicants could, perhaps, talk generally about how 

the easements are calculated, but I don't think 
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anybody could give you an answer tonight.

MR. GEHRKE:  Because I don't like -- I 

don't like the thought of, when you open that up, 

and what do you do the with property?  You might as 

well buy it from me because I have no use for it.  

You can't build on it, you can't, you know, use the 

property for anything besides growing a couple of, 

you know, some grass or something.  

I'm not a farmer.  So, I'd rather have 

the trees growing, and, you know, eventually get 

something out of the trees, where you don't if it's 

chopped down every four years or something. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  And did you -- did you 

want a general answer to your questions about how --

MR. GEHRKE:  Yeah, if you have an answer. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Can you answer that? 

MR. KOECKERITZ:  Generally, we -- we base 

an easement payment on the width of the 

right-of-way, and the -- and the length that we 

cross the piece of property.  And we look at the 

current market values for the land that's up here 

and we pay a percentage based on the market value of 

the land.

MR. GEHRKE:  Percentage?  

MR. KOECKERITZ:  Right.  
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MR. GEHRKE:  You don't have anything to 

help out on the taxes, then, for -- for the future 

years?

MR. KOECKERITZ:  Generally, that's not 

the way we go, so --

MR. GEHRKE:  So, that's all you get.  You 

get to pay the taxes once that's opened up, you 

know. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Okay.  Any other 

questions about the process of the project?  

MR. WIELAND:  Yeah, my name is Leo 

Wieland. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Could you spell that, 

please? 

MR. WIELAND:  W-I-E-L-A-N-D.  And this is 

pretty much along the same lines of that gentleman 

there.  Back in 1974, we bought some property in 

Hubbard County.  It had two gas lines on it, and 

they were, you know, small.  Well, through the years 

they've came by and added pipes and added pipes, and 

now they're coming through and Enbridge is going to 

add two more pipes.  

And now the right-of-ways keep getting 

bigger and bigger and bigger, and we're not getting 

any compensation for that.  They give a few dollars, 
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and they expect that to last you for a lifetime.  We 

bought this property in 1974 to finance our 

retirement.  We were going to sell it off in 

five-acre lots.  

Now, if this pipeline follows that red 

line right through there, they're going to come, 

more than likely, they are going to come between the 

two pipelines, if there is room, because I 

understand that you have to be so far away from the 

pipeline.  So, if the pipelines take up 125 feet, 

then you have to be 125 feet away from the pipeline, 

then you get your 125 feet for the power line.  

By the time this power line gets put in 

there I'm going to lose 40 acres.  So, if you want 

to buy 40 acres, I'll sell it to you.  So, if you 

want to buy 40 acres, because it's not going to do 

me a damn bit of good.  Not at all what I intended 

to do with that -- with that chunk of land. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  So -- so, the way that 

Mike's written -- summarized your comments, as 

concern about property with other easements, which 

means the right-of-way keeps expanding.

MR. WIELAND:  Right.  As it stands now, 

there would be room to build a house in between the 

two pipelines.  You could get by with that , so it's 
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salable.  But once that power line comes through, if 

it comes through that route, that whole 40 acres is 

going to be useless.  You won't be able to build 

anywhere, or sell it as buildable property.  

And like I said, the little bit of money 

that you get once, it's not going to help me.  It's 

not going to finance my retirement.  So, either buy 

the 40 acres or have a yearly stipend of some kind 

to compensate the people. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Thank you.  Okay.  Other 

comments or questions?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  My name is Bonnie 

Williams, W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S.  And, I guess, I agree 

with the two gentlemen, we have both pipelines on 

our 40 acres.  We do have our house in the middle, 

but we will not be able to do any expanding.  

And it's likely to take out orchards and 

things like that that we have planted.  So, that is 

a big concern.  And for our children, there really 

isn't -- what value will there be for selling it 

later on, is a concern for us. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  Would you like to add -- 

do you believe that his comments sort of summarizes 

that?  

MS. WILLIAMS:  Really, mostly they do.  
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Yes.  

MS.  STEINHAUER:  Other questions, 

comments?  Going once.  

MR. THOMAS:  I was going to say, anything 

that you talk about tonight, this -- this, again, 

this is an opportunity for you to indicate items of 

concerns, certainly, but also things that you would 

like to see in the Environmental Impact Statement.  

The purpose of this scoping process is 

to, basically, set the scope of that document, and 

it indicates areas where we may still need to go out 

and collect additional data.  So, some of those -- 

the studies that are needed for something like this.  

And then you will have the opportunity to 

have answers to your questions that we might not 

have tonight, but certainly would have in the Draft 

EIS.  So, again, this is a good opportunity for you 

to not only express your concerns, but also to learn 

a little bit more.  This is a learning experience 

for us, just as it was a learning experience for you 

as an open house.  

So, again, you know, one of the reasons 

why we want to put these up on the walls is to maybe 

help you think about some other concerns that you 

might have.  So, we've got as much time as you would 
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like to spend on your concerns and information. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  And if you -- we'll be 

around for a while, if you have other concerns or 

comments.  

Otherwise, the comment period is open 

until August 29.  I know, when I'm at these things, 

I think of things later.  So, please, feel free 

to -- to send comments, either by mail, by fax, or 

e-mail them to me.  We'd really appreciate that.  

And the more we can try to identify what the 

concerns of the project are, I think, in the end, 

the better the project will be, and the stronger the 

record that the Commission has to make that 

decision. 

MR. GEHRKE:  Are you from Bemidji, or 

where are you from?  

MS. STEINHAUER:  No.  My office is in 

St. Paul.

MR. GEHRKE:  St. Paul.

MS. STEINHAUER:  Where the Commission 

office is, and the Department office is.

MR. GEHRKE:  Okay. 

MS. STEINHAUER:  But we'll be up here for 

some time.  So, I don't also want to cut people off, 

but I also want to respect people's time.  So if 
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there are no other comments or questions I think 

we'll adjourn the normal meeting, but I'll be 

around.  If you have questions, the applicants will 

be around, also.  

So, thank you very much for your time, 

and I look forward to getting additional comments by 

August 29.  Thank you very much. 

(Hearing was adjourned at 7:00.)
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