








































From: Laurie Swanson
To: Suzanne.Steinhauer@state.mn.us; 
Subject: transmission line
Date: Monday, September 29, 2008 3:22:38 PM

I am e-mailing you about the new transmission line that would possibly go through 
Hiram Township.  The Hiram Township Board is against the transmission line 
coming through Hiram Township at this time.  The board got this letter last week 
and they do not have enough time to have a meeting before the comment date.  
This notice was too short.  This could also affect the tourism and resorts in the 
area.  The board will meet on the second Tuesday of October and discuss this 
issue.  If you have any questions, please call.  Please e-mail me that you have 
received this message.
 
Laurie Swanson, Clerk
Hiram Township
3276 52nd Ave. NW
Hackensack, MN 56452 
(218)675-5414
lswanson@tds.com 

mailto:lswanson@tds.net
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From: Laurie Swanson
To: Suzanne.Steinhauer@state.mn.us; 
Subject: Bemidji - Grand Rapids transmission line
Date: Monday, October 20, 2008 1:40:06 PM

To: Suzanne Steinhauser,
 
The Hiram Township Board had a meeting on Tuesday, October 14, 2008 and they 
discussed the transmission line.  The Hiram Township Board voted unanimously to 
oppose the use of the Non-CNF Macrocorridor for the transmission line.  The board 
would prefer the use of the Central Macrocorridor  and more specifically use 
existing utility corridor in the Central Macrocorridor.  
 
If you have any questions please call or e-mail.  Please let me know that you have 
received this e-mail.
 
Thank you,
 
Laurie Swanson, Clerk
Hiram Township
3276 52nd Ave. NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
(218)675-5414
lswanson@tds.net
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Chippewa National Forest 
Supervisor’s Office 

200 Ash Avenue NW 
Cass Lake, MN  56633-8929 
Phone:  218-335-8600 
Fax:  218-335-8637 
TTY:  218-335-8632 

 

  The USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
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File Code: 1950/2720-1 
Date: September 30, 2008 

 
  
Suzanne Steinhauer 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
 
Dear Ms. Steinhauer: 

RE:   Proposed Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230 kV 
Transmission Line.  This letter identifies the comments from the Chippewa National Forest 
(CNF) regarding impacts on National Forest System lands. 
 
Ottertail Power, Minnesota Power and Minnkota Power (Applicants) are seeking a Special Use 
permit for a transmission line right-of-way on National Forest System lands.  A part of the 
application process is to ensure the project complies with the established goals, objectives, 
standards and guidelines for management of the land where the activity will take place.  This 
information is in the 2004 Chippewa National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan).  Management direction is also found in laws, regulations, the Forest Service 
Handbook, Forest Service Manual or other policies and applicable laws. 
 
Cumulative effects need to address activities in the Cuba Hill, Lydick, Lower East Winnie, 
Portage Lake and the Enbridge Energy pipeline projects.  These projects have harvesting, 
burning and road decommissions.  Coordinate with the CNF for a detailed listing.   
 
Following are the comments: 
 
1.  Transmission line construction and future maintenance activities involving widening of 
the ROW could affect the scenic quality and landscape character observed from roads and 
adjacent trails.  The impacts to scenic quality will need to be thoroughly evaluated in relation to 
the Scenic Integrity Objectives, standards and Guidelines in the Forest Plan.  The proposed 
project will need to be consistent with Scenic Integrity requirements in the Forest Plan.      
 
2. Clearing of trees may convert forested areas to open areas which may alter forest 
community types.  Change may result in the timber suitable acres due to corridor development.  
Examples of uncommon and rare features include the Ten Section Area and an administrative 
study on Goblin Fern.  Clearing of trees can allow introduction of undesirable vegetation.   
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3. The transmission line construction and maintenance activity may restrict recreational use, 
and the widening of permanent ROW clearing could affect the recreational experience of the Mi-
Ge-Zi Bike Trail and the Soo Line Trail. 
 
4. Widening of the right-of-way (ROW) and removing vegetation may cause an increase of 
unauthorized off-road vehicle use, in turn causing detrimental impacts to the area.  Arsonists, fire 
control and unauthorized garbage dumping are examples of increased hazards with expanded 
access along roads.       
 
5. Construction and maintenance of the transmission line may cross the Leech Lake 
Reservation and areas of high interest.  A government to government relationship is especially 
important in areas of treaty interest, rights, traditional and cultural resources and ecosystem 
integrity.  An environmental document will need to address tribal rights with respect to cultural 
resources, traditional use areas and areas of special interest that include tribal cultural values, 
properties, and uses and species of special concern.  
 
6. Location and construction of the transmission line may impact or compromise research 
conducted on the Pike Bay Experimental Forest (EF) administered by the Northern Research 
Station out of Grand Rapids, MN.  The EF is the site of long-term, active research on forest 
management.  In addition to current research studies, the EF also offers the potential for greatly 
increased research at larger spatial scales, due to the largely intact, un-fragmented condition of 
the forest.   
 
7. Unauthorized vehicles and construction vehicles may be vectors for the spread or 
introduction of noxious weeds.  The seed and mulch mix must be native species and weed free.  
The CNF has concerns about repeated disturbance with access and future maintenance. 
 
8. The CNF is concerned about a possible broken line or failure and how this will 
jeopardize public safety.   
 
9. Construction near the St. Regis Paper Company Superfund Site may result in surface 
water (Pike Bay) contamination. 
 
10. During transmission line construction and maintenance local access, route, and traffic 
flow may be affected.  Traffic would likely be diverted during construction.  Homes and critical 
areas would need access.  The CNF is concerned about safety issues related to access within the 
City of Cass Lake, surrounding communities and in residential areas.  Additionally there is 
concern about effects during peak recreational and hunting periods. 
 
11. Transmission line construction may result in socioeconomic impacts on the communities 
surrounding the projects.  There could be cumulative effects with the proposed construction of a 
pipeline.   
 
12. Transmission line construction activities may cause impacts to archaeological sites and 
Native American properties.  
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13. Construction and maintenance of the transmission line may cross the Leech Lake 
Reservation and areas of high interest for hunting, gathering or cultural practices. 
 
14. Increasing the width of the cleared ROW could reduce security cover, thereby impeding 
movement of wide-ranging wildlife.  The CNF is concerned about changes to the vegetation 
structure of the land. 
 
15. Construction and maintenance with ground disturbing activities may affect special status 
species (TES, MIS and RFSS). 
 
16. The CNF is concerned with effects of alterations to the land topography and how this 
may affect groundwater, surface water and wetlands hydrology adjacent to the transmission line. 
 
17. The CNF is concerned about the impacts to soils during transmission line construction.  
Also, transmission line construction in forested areas may affect soils that are wind or water 
erodible, compaction prone, or droughty. 
 
18. Transmission line construction and maintenance activities may cause adverse effects on 
water bodies, streams (example, the Mississippi River) and wetlands.  
 
19. The CNF is concerned that approval of a new transmission right-of-way makes it more 
likely that an expansion of that right-of-way may be needed in the future, with associated 
cumulative effects of an ever-widening corridor. 
 
We look forward to assisting in the development of these issues and subsequent alternative 
analysis.  If you have questions, please contact Cathy Thompson at (218) 335-8655 or 
cjthompson@fs.fed.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Robert M. Harper 
ROBERT M. HARPER 
Forest Supervisor 
 
 
cc:  Barbara - Britton 
Sharon Klinkhammer 
Dennis L Parker 
Catherine J Thompson 
Carolyn Williams 
Jim A McDonald    

mailto:cjthompson@fs.fed.us
















 

County Administrator     
Our mission is to deliver quality public services to the citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.  
 
PO Box 3000, 303 Minnesota Avenue, Walker, MN 56484-3000 
Phone: 218-547-7419  Facsimile: 218-547-7455 TDD: 218-547-1424 
E-Mail: robert.yochum@co.cass.mn.us Web site:  www.co.cass.mn.us  
 
 
 
 
 
To:  MN Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security 
  MN Public Utilities Commission 
  USDA Rural Utility Services 
  Bemidji-Grand Rapids Transmission Project 
  Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
   
From:  Robert H. Yochum 
  Cass County Administrator 
 
Date:  October 17, 2008 
 
 
During the Cass County Board of Commissioners Meeting on Tuesday, October 7, 2008, the Cass County 
Board Commissioners took the following action: 
 
Ken Kostial, summarized the Child, Girl and Woman Lake Property Owners Association concerns regarding 
the proposed Bemidji to Grand Rapids 230 Kilovolt Electric Transmission Line. The project is considering 
four routes: North Macrocorridor, Central Macrocorridor, South Macrocorridor and Non-Chippewa National 
Forest Macrocorrider. The CGWLPOA Board of Directors recently voted unanimously to oppose the use of 
the Non-Chippewa National Forest Macrocorridor for the transmission line routing. The County Board 
discussed the County Comprehensive Plan preference for the use of existing utility corridors (i.e. County 
road right-of-way) and what appears to be the most cost effective route.   
 
M/S/P Peterson, Kangas – To recommend to the appropriate agencies that the Central Macrocorridor 
should be the only route considered for the proposed Bemidji to Grand Rapids 230 Kilovolt Electric 
Transmission Line project. Unanimous. 
 

mailto:robert.yochum@co.cass.mn.us
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/
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