
 
 

State of Minnesota 
Office of Energy Security 

Issued: July 2, 2008 
 

NOTICE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF AN 
ADVISORY TASK FORCE  

FOR THE BEMIDJI – GRAND RAPIDS TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT 
 

PUC Docket Number: E017, E015, ET-6/TL-07-1237 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security 
(OES) has appointed the following individuals to serve as members of an Advisory Task Force (ATF) 
for the proposed Bemidji – Grand Rapids transmission line project.  Additional appointments may be 
made; the final task force membership may be larger.     

 
Bemidji – Grand Rapids Advisory Task Force 

 

Name Governmental Body 

Jack Frost Beltrami County 
Dave Olsonawski Hubbard County 

Lori Dowling Itasca County 
Donna Andersen Frohn Township 

Wanda Arenz Farden Township 
Vernon Barsness Sr. Pike Bay Township 

Larry Martinson Wilkinson Township 
Jeanne Bixby Morse Township 

 
The ATF will assist OES staff throughout the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) scoping process 
and assist OES staff in determining the following: 

 
1. What routes should be evaluated for the proposed transmission line project, and  
2. What impacts and issues should be considered in the EIS for the project. 

 
The project application from Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative was accepted by the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) on June 26, 2008.  Copies of the 
application can be viewed on the PUC website, where persons can also request to be added to the 
project mailing list: http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19344
 
Questions about the ATF should be directed to Ray Kirsch (raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us), Public 
Advisor, Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101.  Telephone 
651.296.7588, facsimile 651.297.7891 (TTY relay service 800.627.3529).  
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