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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 

February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Tom Balcom, Environmental Review Supervisor 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
 

RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 

Dear Mr. Balcom: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power Cooperative 
(Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the above-mentioned 
project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 4400.1150, Subp. 3.  
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit.  Minn. Statutes 
116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be prepared prior to the PUC 
granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that the Rural Utilities Service will be 
the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and Beltrami 
counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line between the 
Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton Substation, located west of 
Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the Applicants are evaluating two 
corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in particular 
any concerns related to potential effects to natural resources.  Construction of the facilities will 
occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project location map, and shown in the 
following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate them into 
information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area this spring.  If you 
require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be seeking on-
going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through review.  Your comments 
on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their review of the project.  If you 
require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 

Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Herb Nelson,  
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Whipple Federal Building 
One Federal Drive, Room 550 
Fort Snelling, MN 55111 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to cultural or natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

 
Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Ms. Cathy Thompson  
Chippewa National Forest 
200 Ash Avenue NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Ms. Thompson: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic or natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Ralph Augustin,  
US Army Corps of Engineers 
190 5th Street East 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Augustin: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic or natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 
 Tamara Cameron - USACE 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Paul Burke  
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
4101 East 80th Street 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Burke: 
On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to cultural or natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

 
Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Lynn Eaton  
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
District 2 
3920 Highway 2 West 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Eaton: 
On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic or natural resources 
and potential conflicts with any known transportation improvement plans in the region.  We 
are also requesting comment on the project from Mn/DOT’s District 1 office.  Construction 
of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project location 
map, and shown in the following table: 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   
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The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 
 Mike Robinson – Mn/DOT District 1 

File 
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February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Mike Robinson  
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
District 1 
1123 Mesaba Avenue 
Duluth, MN 55811 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Robinson: 
On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic or natural resources 
and potential conflicts with any known transportation improvement plans in the region.  We 
are also requesting comment on the project from Mn/DOT’s District 2 office.  Construction 
of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project location 
map, and shown in the following table: 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   
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February 9, 2007 
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The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com

 Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 
 Lynn Eaton, Mn/DOT District 2 

File 
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Dennis Gimmestad  
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
345 Kellogg Boulevard West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 

Dear Mr. Gimmestad: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to cultural resources.  Construction of the 
facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project location map, and 
shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
February 9, 2007 
Page 2 
 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

uzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 

 

mailto:Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 

February 9, 2007 
 
Ms. Shirley Nordrum  
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
6530 US Highway 2 NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Ms. Nordrum: 
On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic and natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
February 9, 2007 
Page 2 
 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 
We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power  Richard Robinson, Leech Lake Band 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power File 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 
 Steve Mortenson, Leech Lake Band 
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Lee Coe  
Red Lake Watershed District 
102 Main Avenue North 
PO Box 803 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Coe: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic and natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Red Lake Watershed District 
February 9, 2007 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
February 9, 2007 
 
Ms. Janet Ekholm 
Mississippi Headwaters Board  
Cass County Courthouse  
P.O. Box 3000 
Walker, MN 56484  
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Ms. Ekholm: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic and natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Mississippi Headwaters Board 
February 9, 2007 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. Bill Lorenzen 
United States Department of Agriculture  
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Lorenzen: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic and natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Natural Resources Conservation Service 
February 9, 2007 
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County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette   
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  
 

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
February 9, 2007 
 
Mr. John Hippchen 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Office of Aeronautics 
222 E. Plato Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55107-1618 
 
RE:   Bemidji – Grand Rapids 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Mr. Hippchen: 

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and Minnkota Power 
Cooperative (Applicants) HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests your comment on the 
above-mentioned project for potential effects.  This request is made pursuant to Minn. Rules 
4400.1150, Subp. 3. 
 
HDR is currently gathering information for the Applicants as they prepare to apply to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit. .  
Minn. Statutes 116C.57, subd. 2c require that an Environmental Impact Statement be 
prepared prior to the PUC granting a permit for the facility.  The project will also require 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Applicants anticipate that 
the Rural Utilities Service will be the lead agency for NEPA review. 
 
The proposed project is located in northern Minnesota in Itasca, Cass, Hubbard, and 
Beltrami counties.  The Applicants propose to construct a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line between the Boswell Substation, located west of Cohasset, Minnesota and the Wilton 
Substation, located west of Bemidji, a. distance of approximately 70 miles.  At this point, the 
Applicants are evaluating two corridors and no preferred route has been identified.  
 
The Applicants and HDR would like you to comment on the proposed route corridors, in 
particular any concerns related to potential effects to social, economic and natural resources.  
Construction of the facilities will occur within the corridors indicated on the attached project 
location map, and shown in the following table: 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Cohasset 55 W 26 N 3-6, 8-10 
Cohasset 56 W 26 N 19, 28-34 
Deer River  56 W 27 N 4, 9-10, 14-16, 21-27, 35-36 
Deer River  57 W 27 N 33-34 
Morse 145 W 25 N 13-36 

Itasca 

Unorganized 145 N 26 N 29, 34, 24 
Cass Wahnena 144 W 25 N 1-7, 11-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 26 N 1-12 
 Unorganized 144 W 27 N 1-4, 6, 12 
 Unorganized 144 W 28 N 1-6 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NE) 144 W 29 N 1-11 

 



Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Office of Aeronautics 
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Page 2 
 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
 Ottertail Peninsula (NW) 144 W 30 N 1-12 
 Wilkinson 144 W 31 N 1-6, 10-12 
 Unorganized 145 W 26 N 24, 29-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 27 N 19, 25-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 28 N 19-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 29 N 13-36 
 Unorganized 145 W 30 N 7-25, 29-36 
 Pike Bay 145 W 31 N 3-36 
Hubbard Farden 145 W 32 N 1-18, 20-27, 31-36 
 Helga 145 W 33 N 1-5, 8-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-28, 

33-36 
 Hart Lake 144W 32N 1-12 
 Guthrie 144W 33N 1-3, 10-12 
Beltrami Frohn 146 W 32 N 30, 31 
 Bemidji 146 W 33 N 6-8, 16-36 
 Great Valley 146 W 34 N 1-3, 10-15, 22-25 

 

We would appreciate receiving comments by March 15, 2007 to allow time to incorporate 
them into information provided at open house meetings that will be held in the project area 
this spring.  If you require additional information or have questions regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.   

The Applicants expect to file an application at the PUC in the fall of 2007 and will be 
seeking on-going feedback from you and your agency as this project proceeds through 
review.  Your comments on the project will assist the Applicants, HDR and the PUC in their 
review of the project.  If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette 
Vice President 
763-278-5910 
Michelle.Bissonnette@hdrinc.com  

Suzanne Steinhauer 
Environmental Planner 
763-591-5434 
Suzanne.Steinhauer@hdrinc.com  
 

Enclosures:  Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Al Koeckeritz, Otter Tail Power 
 Bob Lindholm, Minnesota Power 
 John Graves, Minnkota Power 
 Mark Plank, RUS 

File 
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Project Overview Map

230 kV Bemidji to Grand Rapids Transmission Line Project

Otter Tail Power Company, Minnkota Power Cooperative & Minnesota Power



From: Bissonnette, Michelle
To: akoeckeritz@otpco.com; Bob Lindholm (ALLETE); 

jgraves@minnkota.com; 
CC: Current, Rhonda; snehk@otpco.com; Steinhauer, Suzanne; 
Subject: FW: Bemidji-Grand Rapids HVTL Project / 230 kV 

Transmission Line
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 9:44:33 AM
Attachments:

For your files 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Rex Bordson [mailto:Rex.Bordson@dot.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 9:35 AM 
To: Bissonnette, Michelle 
Cc: Duane Hill 
Subject: Bemidji-Grand Rapids HVTL Project / 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
February 20, 2007 
 
 
 
Michelle F. Bissonnette 
HDR Engineering Inc. 
701 Xenia Ave. South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 
 
Subject:  Bemidji-Grand Rapids HVTL Project / 230 kV Transmission Line 
 
Dear Ms. Bissonnette: 
 
After reviewing the proposed route corridors for the 230 kV transmission line from 
Bemidji to Grand Rapids and with the information available to us at this time we are 
unable to comment on any impact the proposed line may have on the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation. 
District 1 does have a small Transportation Improvement Plan scheduled for 2011 that 
consists of a thick bituminous overlay on T.H. 2 east bound and west bound for approx. 8 
miles from Cohasset to Deer River.  Other than that we have no other construction plans 
scheduled for the area. 

mailto:/O=HDR/OU=HDRHUB/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EXCHANGE5/CN=MBISSONE
mailto:akoeckeritz@otpco.com
mailto:rlindholm@allete.com
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Please keep us informed of the proposed project developments and the final route 
selection as information comes available so we can continue to provide you with our 
comments. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (218) 725-2779.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rex Bordson 
Right-of-Way Permits Supervisor / District PUC Contact 
 
 
Rex Bordson 
District 1 Permits Supervisor 
MN. Dept. of Transportation 
1123 Mesaba Ave. Duluth, MN. 55811 
E-mail : rex.bordson@dot.state.mn.us 
Office Phone # (218) 725-2779 
Cell Phone # (218) 428-9735 
Fax # (218) 723-4874 
 
 














































