
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 

 
 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
AVAILABILITY 

 
Issued: October 31, 2007 

 
In the Matter of the Elm Creek Wind, LLC, Certificate of Need Application for a 

Large Wind Energy Conversion System in Martin and Jackson Counties 
 

PUC Docket No. IP6631/CN-07-789 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Environmental Report (ER) for the Certificate of 
Need (CON) on the Elm Creek Wind Project (Project) proposed by PPM Energy has been 
completed and is available to the public.  The ER addresses potential human and 
environmental impacts of the proposed Large Wind Energy Conversion System 
(LWECS) and alternatives to the Project.  Copies the ER and other relevant documents 
are accessible at: 
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19191 
 

and 
 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp 
 
Paper copies of the ER may be requested from the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
(DOC) staff listed at the end of this notice.   
 
Project Description 
The proposed Elm Creek Wind Project is a LWECS of approximately 100 megawatts 
(MW) and consisting of up to 66 wind turbines.  The turbines proposed are utility grade 
wind turbine generators between 1.5 MW and 3.0 MW in capacity, mounted on 
freestanding tubular steel towers.  The towers will be 80 meters (262 feet) to 105 m (345 
feet) in height.  The rotor diameter will be 78 meters (256 feet) to 100 m (328 feet), 
resulting in a maximum overall height of 119 meters (390 feet) – 150 m (493 feet) when 
one blade is in the vertical position.  The electrical collector system will consist of 
underground and overhead 34.5 kV collection and feeder lines and facilities providing 
step-up transformation.  Power from the Project will be delivered to a five acre expansion 
of the existing Trimont Substation, which serves the Trimont Area Wind Farm.  Other 
Project associated facilities will include pad mounted step-up transformers, junction 
boxes, a permanent meteorological tower and SODAR unit, and turbine access roads.  At 
this time, the PPM Energy has not entered into a purchase agreement (PPA) for sale of 



the electricity generated by the Project and intends to sell the electricity to utilities 
serving retail customers in Minnesota. 
 
PUC Review Process 
On June 12, 2007, PPM Energy, on behalf of Elm Creek Wind, LLC, filed an application 
for a CON for the Elm Creek Wind Project. On August 1, 2007, the PUC issued its Order 
accepting the application as substantially complete. 
 
The Project is a “large energy facility” as defined by Minnesota Statute 216B.2421 and 
requires a CON from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute 216B.243.  An ER is required for the CON.  The PUC is jointly considering a site 
permit application for the Project in PUC docket number IP6631/WS-07-388.   
 
A public hearing on the Elm Creek Wind Project Certificate of Need will be held by 
Administrative Law Judge Steve Mihalchick.  Detailed information about the hearing is 
listed below: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING  
 

November 27, 2007 
6:00 p.m. 

AmericInn  
110 Belmont Lane 

Jackson, MN 56143 
 

Notice of the hearing will be published in local newspapers and mailed to persons 
receiving this notice by U.S. Mail and those who register their names on the project 
mailing list with the Department.  Persons interested in adding their names to this mailing 
list should contact the DOC or register on the webpage cited below. 
 
Project Contacts and Additional Information 
Persons interested in receiving additional information regarding the environmental 
review in this matter can register their names on the Project Docket webpage at 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19191, by contacting Adam 
Sokolski, Energy Facilities Permitting, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, Minnesota 
55101, phone (651) 296-2096, e-mail: adam.sokolski@state.mn.us , or by contacting 
PUC staff person Bret Eknes, Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, 
St. Paul, MN 55101, (651) 201-2236.   
 
 
 


