
Release Date 11/21/07  
 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

NOTICE OF  AVAILABILITY  
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATMENT 

 
Large Electric Power Generating Plant Site Application 
Great River Energy’s Elk River Peaking Station Project 

PUC Docket No. ET2/GS-07-715 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC)  announces the 
availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Elk River Peaking 
Stations Project (PUC Docket ET2/GS-07-715) for public comment, as well as the dates, 
locations and times for public meetings. 
 
Copies of the DEIS can be obtained through the DOC Project Manager and maybe viewed at the 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) web site: 
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=19178 
 
Copies are also available for viewing at the Elk River and Rosemount city halls. 
 
Public Meeting.  DOC will conduct two public meetings to obtain comments on the DEIS.  The 
meetings will be held beginning at 7 p.m. at the following locations: 
 
Elk River       Rosemount
Thursday, December 20, 2007    Wednesday, December 19, 2007 
Elk River City Hall      Rosemount City Hall 
13065 Orono Parkway NW     2875 145th Street West 
Elk River, MN  55330-5600     Rosemount, MN 55068-4997 
 
The public will also have until Monday, December 31, 2007, to submit written comments to the 
DOC on the DEIS.  Written comments should be mailed to Bill Storm (bill.storm@state.mn.us ), 
Minnesota Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place, Suite 500, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198.   
 
Background: May 18, 2007, Great River Energy (GRE) submitted an application for a 
Certificate of Need (CON) for the proposed Elk River Peaking Station.  The PUC issued an 
Order finding the CON application to be substantially complete on June 19, 2007.  The docket 
number for this filing is ET2/CN-07-678. 
 
On June 14, 2007, GRE submitted an application for a Site Permit for the proposed Elk River 
Peaking Station.  The PUC issued an Order finding the Site Permit application to be complete on 
August 1, 2007, and authorized the Department to initiate the full review process under Minn. 
Rules 7845.5010 to .6500.  The docket number for this filing is ET2/GS-07-715. 
 
Regulatory Review Process.  In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota 
Statutes, 216E.001 through 216E.18) a site permit is required before a large electric power 
generating plant (LEPGP) can be constructed.  The power plant siting act requirement became 
law in 1973.  The rules to implement the permitting requirement for LEPGP are in Minnesota 
Rules Chapter 7849.5010 through 7849.6500.  A LEPGP is defined as  any electric power 



generating equipment and associated facilities designed for or capable of operation at a capacity 
of 50,000 kilowatts or more.  
 
GRE’s LEPGP site permit application is being reviewed under the Full Review Process 
(Minnesota Rule Chapter 7849.5200) within the Power Plant Siting Act.  Under the full 
permitting process the applicant is required to submit two sites (i.e., a preferred and an alternate) 
for consideration.  As part of the permitting process, the Department of Commerce is responsible 
for certain procedural requirements (i.e., public notice and meetings), issuing the EIS Scoping 
Decision and the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  A contested case 
hearing will also be conducted following completion of the draft EIS.  The PUC will make the 
final decision; that decision includes a determination on the adequacy of the EIS and the 
determination whether to grant the requested permits, as well as, site selection and permit 
conditions. 
 
Project Description.   
 
Inquiries about this project should be directed to the DOC project manager, Bill Storm 
(bill.storm@state.mn.us) or the public adviser, Deb Pile (Deborah.Pile@State.mn.us) 85 7th 
Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101, telephone 651.296.9535, (toll free 1.800.657.3794), 
facsimile 651.296.3698 (TTY relay service 800.627.3529).  
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