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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Badoura HVTL Project
PUC Docket No. ET2, E015/TL-76-76

Name: BRUCE KRIENS Representing: BRUCE'S CONTRACTING, INC.
Adress: 2050 COUNTY 41 N Email: rkriens@gmail.com
BACKUS, MN 56435 brucescoutracting@gmail.com
bkriens@tds.net
Comment:

1. Current line runs through Bruce's Contracting’s constrvction vard —

(Shipping/Receiving), equipment loading and unloading.

2. We would like an alternate route of two options considered:

= Run I1ine on North property line between private land owners and

Cass County property. (All land owners have discussed this_option

and are in agreement with this alternate route.)

— Run line on South side of County Road 41 in an under-build with

an existing Itasca-Mantrap line.

Please submit comments to meeting moderator or send to:

William: Cole Storm Email: bill.stormi@istate mn.us
MDOC Voice: 651-206-9533

85 7% Place East Fax: 651-297-7691

Suire 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2108
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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Badoura HVTL Project
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April 24, 2007

William C. Storm

State Planning Director
Energy Facility Permitting
85 7" Place East,Suite 500
St.Paul, MN 55101-2198

Re: Public comment
MP &GRE Badoura HVTL Project
PUC Docket No. ET2, FO15/TL-76-76

Dear Mr Storm,

It was nice meeting you at the April 17, 2007 meeting in Backus regarding the proposed
transmission line. At that meeting and also at the previous meeting I attended, I was
informed by MP and GRE representatives, that if the powerline project was to go along
County Road 171 it would be where the exisitng powerline is or farther south behind the
houses. I attended the meetings because I live on County Road 171 (29™ St SW in Pine
River) and will be affected by the proposed power line and the corridor that is currently
centered on County Rd 171 west from Cass County Highway 1. Our legal description of
our property is:

Walden Township
Sec:12 Twp:137.0 Rg 30 Lot: Blk: Acres20.29
E1/2 of NW NE

Since installing powerlines usually follows where the old powerlines are, they would be
installed on the south side of the road. I would like to see the corridor moved completely
to the south side of County Road 171. There are only 4 residences that would be
affected on the south side compared to the north side having 9 residences that would be
affected. If the corridor was moved totally to the south of County Road 171, then the
power line could either go along the south side of the road or to the south of the 4
residences We have heard that some of those owners would like to see it south of their
property. Moving the corridor to the south of County Road 171 would give them more
footage to the south of their homes.

The north side of County Road 171 currently has 9 residences that would be affected.
This part is also heavily wooded along 3 miles as compared to the south side that is not.
Please see photo attachments regarding each side of the road.

I would appreciate your help in this matter as you make your final decisions where the
corridor will be going.

Sincerely,
Gordy Kramer
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Wayne E. Anderson _ _ Land owner
2665-36™ Ave. SW

- Pine River, MN 56474 -

218-587-3993
Dated April 24, 2007

Section 4, Walden Township

Presently I own 226 acres of land with 170 acres in CRP. The existing power lines diagonals
this land. The proposed new 115K line will parallel this line on the East side. It will require and
additional 85 feet of right-of-way or three plus acres of CRP. This acreage in planted in Norway
pines 6 feet apa.rt for approximately 1,463 feet and are 30 years old.

The removal of these trees creates three concerns for the landowner:

#1. Loss of CRP land is financially refundable to the State Agricultural Department from
the inception of the contract (10 years).

#2_ Loss of apprommateiy 1,500 trees for potential lumber and pulp, even at a declining
wood product time will be substantlal

#3. Rehabilitation to the land will create costly labor and matenal expense

Tlus loss can be greatly reduced by consmferatlon of one or more of the followmg options:

A. Use a single pole construction rather than a double pole construction.

B. Move the easement line to the west of the existing power line corridor.

C. Do not follow the existing power line but coordinate with MDOT down Hwy. 371
‘where the Tripp Lake sub statlon 1ntersects the Hwy. on the east. Then down to the
Pine River Substation. -

D. Begm by placmg all new power lines under ground.

Should the line easement go as presently proposed the follovwng concerns need to be addressed:

A. The only access to mstall the new hne is across my present property. Canl charoe an
access fee? Who pays for land repairs caused by heavy trucks and equipment..
crossing my personal roads?

Who pays for the additional use of 1and needed for the new power lines?

Who pays for the trees and CRP land and timber loss?

Who pays for the rehablhtauon of stump removal and brush or limbs disposal and
grass reseedmg‘? _

What is the process and time lines for the above questions.

tf ;3‘03:0

1 have requested Jim Atkinson to‘"m'e'et' with m'e re'gerding the abOve quéstions on Mey 30, 2007.

Respectfully,

Wayn%rion, Property Owner-
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April 26, 2007

RECEIVED
William C. Storm

State Planning Director AP

Minnesota Department of Commerce 30 20
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500 -

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 N Dept of Comieros

RE: New 115 kV Badoura
UEI Project No.106.0895

Dear Mr. Storm,

I recently a;ttended the open meeting on this power line proposal in Backus on
April 17,2007, ‘

I will start by expressing my concerns over the alternative route of this
proposed line along 209th Ave and State Hwy 34.

I currently own property along State Highway 34 and am 1 property owner
that would be greatly affected by the alternative route being considered.

My property is a 15-acre tract with 660 feet of frontage on State Hwy 34. My
acreage is almost totally wooded with many trees ranging in age from 30 to
100 years old. The 300+ feet between my home and the proposed alternative
route is 100% wooded with the tree cover I have described.

To come onto this timber acreage and clear cut anywhere from 50 to 100 feet
of these existing trees for a easement between my home and the road would
not only eliminate the buffer and privacy I purchased this piece of land for,
but it would have a devastating affect on my property value. My property
would lose a substantial amount of appeal and major property value should
this alternative route be approved.

As I drive up this proposed alternative route, I find that there are numerous
properties with similar tree covers and aesthetic appeal as my property along
this alternative route.

I would ask that the existing route or another alternative route be chosen
rather then the 209" Ave and State Hwy 34.



*z_/'j’

The owners along the existing route have purchased their properties with the
power line and easements already in place. Any devaluing of property as a
result of the power line has already been taken into consideration in the
process of establishing price and the sale or purchase of these properties.

To try to establish what affect this power line easement may have on property
where there was no easement when the properties were purchased is difficult
to determine, however, I am certain it would be substantial taking into account
the soft real estate market and the leveling off and in some cases the
decreasing of values in our local market.

As I review this proposal and the alternative route, I lock at three different
issues. These issues not only affect my property personally, but also will have
long lasting affect on the future cost of power, preservation of the
environment and aesthetic beauty for all who travel along State Hwy 34.

Economically: Certainly the cost of changing the existing line from a 34K
line to a 115K line and leaving the line where it is would be less costly for the
power companies involved. They would have much less right of way to B
purchase, and much less expense in tree cutting, removal and maintenance. If
Tunderstand it correctly the additional expense would consist of some
additional right of way purchase, new poles and of course new line if the route
were kept where it is currently. The total cost would be no comparison to
what it would cost to change this line to a totally new route. If costis nota
factor in determining where this line should be than lets bury the entire line
and then there would be few objections to location. Furthermore, the
alternative proposal would affect 2 to 3 times as many property owners as the
~ existing line does. From an economic standpoint to leave the line where it is
makes the most sense.

Environmental: Most things that change now require an evaluation of
- environmental impact and this situation certainly requires a strong

~ environmental evaluation. I am not as familiar with the existing power line
route from an environmental standpoint, but believe that the environmental
issues and results to the environment have already been addressed when the
line was established and other concerns regarding the environment have been
dealt with along the way as necessary. Certainly additional environmental
impact on the existing line will happen, as additional right of way would be
purchased and additional tree removal would have some environmental
impact, however again there would be no comparison to the environmental
impact that would happen with the alternative route. Much of both sides of
State Hwy 34 along the proposed alternative route are heavily tree covered
and to clear cut 50 to 100 feet of trees ranging from new growth to 100+ years
old could have a serious impact on wildlife, erosion and other environmental
issues. Surly, anyone could see that clear cutting even a 50 foot wide path of
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trees over the entire 6+ miles of alternative route along State Hwy 34 would
have a serious affect on the environment.

Last but not least, consideration must be given to the aesthetics, view, and
beauty of the alternative route. State Hwy 34 have been designated a scenic
highway by the State of Minnesota and as I drive along the nature and beauty
of the area is certainly not as appealing in the areas where there power poles
running adjacent to the highway right of way. We really do not need an
additional 6+ miles of power poles interrupting the scenic beauty and nature
of the beautiful area.

It most certainly appears that there is some division set between the property
owners on the existing line and the property owners on the alternative line.
The truth of the matter is, that if possible, nobody probably wants a power line
running next to or over his or her property.

Reality shows that it is necessary to expand this power line because of need. I
have attempted to approach this from an economic, enviromment and aesthetic
point of view and also have tried to approach it logically even though I know I
have a biased opinion because I own a property along the alternative route.

The results of my approach to this issue certainly shows that the best
alternative for this increased load line is on the same path as the existing line
and that it does not fit, economically, environmental or aesthetically on State

Hwy 34.

Sincerely,

// -
steve Kopkie
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19050 178th Street

‘April 25, 2007

State Planning Director I APR 26 200
85-7" Place East Stébe 500 TR
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198 - . i ?r‘m P

This Tetter is in response to the 4/17/07 meeting in Backus. I.came away from that meeting with
the impression that no one wants-the 115 KV power line near them. The overtiding issue
however, is still its proximity to Lake Peysenske and the negative effect it will have on property
values for its residents. The 33 KV line has presented some problems that would be magnified by
the 115 KV line to a level that is unacceptable (as shown by our petition) and would have the
- effect of changing the concept: of our envuonmental lake. The value of hvmg on an
' environmental lake such as Lake Peysenske is in the beauty and seremty as well as the fact that
there is no pubhc access or outs1de mtrusmns We do not want thls to change

'The trees along the west shorelme of Lake Peysenske prowded beauty as well as a noise barrier. .
L The present 33 KV line has already presente& some tree problems which would be magnified by
. the pro lposed 115 KV line. Also, the present 33 KV doesn’t follow County Rd. 20 to the corner -
o of 178t Street but mstead cuts d1agona11y across pnvate property to 178 Street _ -

: ’]."he persons select:lng the route for the 115 KV lme must take 111to cons1derat10r1 the fact that the
L :3property north of 178" Street and along County Rd 20 1s prnne for h1gh quahty development

i Our pnontles for route selection for the 115 KV lme are as follows

___Go underground. ThlS tgec: ology . el estabhshed ' o
Instead of % mile jog north on Coun ,11 to 178th Street go streught across fa:tmland and
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October, 2005

TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSN_[ISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY

RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE.
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October, 2005

TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

- WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

Name Address. incl. Zip Code Phone #
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October, 2005

TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

Name Addresé, incl. Zip Code Phone #
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TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

Name Address, incl. Zip Code Phone #
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" Qctober, 2005 4
TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT | | _
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY a
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE. '

Name Address, incl. Zip Code Phone #
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October, 2005

TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE. '

Name Address. incl. Zip Code Phone # -
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TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY

RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

Name Address, incl. Zip Code Phonpe #
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TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFF ERENT ROUTE.

N ame Address, incl. Zip Code Phone #
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TO: GREAT RIVER ENERGY AND MINNESOTA POWER

October 2005

- WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE-OPPOSED TO THE 115 KVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE BEING PLACED ON HUBBARD COUNTY
- RD #20. YOU NEED TO FIND A DIFFERENT ROUTE. -

Name Address, incl. Zip Code Phogpe #
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SANGWIST CONST. INC.

Fax 12187329215 fpr 17 °07

12:39 P.02

We the undersigned, residents of Hubbard County, and land owners along the alternative route of
the Badoura Area 115KV Transmission Project, are against the Alternative Route, in Hubbard
County along 209" Ave. and TH 34. We feel that the alternative route wonld be mors of an
enviromental impact than the proposed route, due to the number of trees to be removed and
crossing over Hellkamp Creek. There would also be considerably more easements to be obtained
over approximately 4 miles than 1 mile that Minnesota Power and Great River Energy has
proposed and the line is aiready existing there. The 3 miles along TH 34 is also a Scenic Byway.
Therefore we would like the Minnesota Department of Commerce to vote in favor of Minnesota
Power’s and Great River Encrgy’s propesed route along Hubbard County Rd #20, for the

Badoura Area 115KV transmission Project.
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SANQUIST CONST. INC. Fax:2187329215 Fpr 17 '07  12:40 P.03

We the undersigned, residents of Hubbard County, and land owners along the altemative route of
the Badoura Area 115KV Transmission Project, are against the Alternative Route, in Hubbard
County along 209" Ave. and TH 34. We feel that the alternative route would be more of an
enviromental impact than the proposed route, dus to the number of trees to be removed and
crossing over Hellkamp Creek. There would also be considerably more easements to be obtained
over approximately 4 miles than 1 mile that Minnesota Power and Great River Energy has
proposed and the line is already existing there. The 3 miles along TH 34 is also a Scenic Bywsy.
Therefore we would like the Minnesota Depariment of Commerce to vote in favor of Minnesota
Power's and Great River Energy’s proposed route along Hubbard County Rd #20, for the
Badoura Area 115KV transmission Project.
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SENQUIST CONST. INC.  Fax:2187329215 Apr 17 07  12:40 P.04

We the undersigned, residents of Hubbard County, and land owners along the alternative route of
the Badoura Area 115KV Transmission Project, arc against the Alternative Route, in Hubbard
County along 209" Ave, and TH 34, We feel that the alternative route would be more of an

Power’s and Great River Eneigy’s propesed route along Hubbard County Rd #20, for the
Badoura Aren 115KV trangmission Project.
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