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27 July 2006

Mr. Dennis Gimmestad

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office
345 Kellogg Boulevard West

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115 kilovolt (kV)
transmission project in north central Minnesota that is needed to meet the growing electrical
needs of the area. MP and GRE obtained certification of the proposed Badoura Transmission
Project under the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission's (Commission) biennial transmission
planning process outlined in Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

To obtain information for the certification process, MP and GRE sent a letter to you on May 18,
2005 seeking a review of the project corridor that had been identified at that time. A reply letter
sent by you on June 29, 2005 suggested that a cultural resource consultant be retained to
develop an appropriate strategy for identification, evaluation, and treatment of historic properties.
A follow-up letter you sent on December 13, 2005 indicated that more detail should be provided
as to how the review would proceed and that the role of RUS should be clarified.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and are preparing a
Route Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative Permitting processes of Minn. Rules
pts. 4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal to the Commission. A preferred route and alternate
route segments have been selected as shown on the attached map, and potentially affected

sections are shown on the attached table.

The applicants’ environmental consultant, HDR, has conducted a preliminary literature search of
known sites and surveys within the general region to gather information on historic properties that
may be affected by the project. In total, the archival review identified six archaeological
resources and 14 architectural/historic properties within a mile of the route segments. Additional
identification and discovery will be conducted as part of the route permit process. Resources
identified during the archival review within one mile of the route are shown on the following page.

The project team is determining ways to minimize potential issues where resources cannot be
completely avoided, and looks forward to continuing discussions with your agency regarding the
best way to minimize negative impacts to the cultural resources within the project area.

Now that the scope of the project has been refined, MP and GRE request your review of the
proposed routes to identify potential impacts to cultural and archaeological resources from the



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

| County ’ Township Name ‘ Township ] Range 1 Sections

| Crow Wing | Jenkins | 136 | 20w [2,3

| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N | 20w | 4,5, 11

| Cass [ Wilson [ 137N | 20w | 6,19, 29, 30, 32, 33

[ Cass | Walden | 137N | 30w [ 1,3-5,10-14, 24

| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30w | 30-32

| Cass [ Bull Moose [ 138N [ 31w | 4,5,9-10, 14-15, 23-25
| Cass | Powers | 139N | 30W [5,7,8,17,18

| Cass | Deerfield [ 139N | 31w [ 2-6,9-12,30-32

| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30w | 19,20,29,30,32
| Hubbard | Badoura | 139N | 32w [ 1-3, 10, 14, 15, 23-25
| Hubbard [ White Oak | 140N | 32w | 31-34

| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33w | 25-30, 36

| Hubbard | Henrietta | 140N | 34w | 13-16, 19-21, 24-30




1&{ RECEIVED 52 - 1 2908

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
State Historic Preservation Office

November 29, 2006

Ms. Carole Schmidt
Great River Energy
PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Re:  Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Cass, Crow Wing, Hubbard Counties
SHPO Number: 2005-2130

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

We have written you about the above referenced project on 13 December 2005 and on
29 June 2005. Those letters recognized the need for additional cultural resource
surveys of the project areas.

You subsequently wrote us on 27 July 2006, requesting that we review the proposed
routes to identify potential impacts to cultural resources. We failed to respond to your

request at that time. However, until the surveys that identify cultural resources are
complete, we are unable to comment further on potential impacts to those resources.

We look forward to working with you as the planning for this project proceeds. Contact
me at 651-205-4205 with questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
H(IB»\/(/V

Dennis A. Gimmestad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer

315 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Paul. Minnesola 53102-1906/ Telephone 631-296-6126



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

December 13, 2005

Ms. Carole Schmidt
Great River Energy
PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Re:  Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Cass, Crow Wing, Hubbard Counties
SHPO Number: 2005-2130

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for submitting a copy of the certification document to our office.

As you know, we wrote you on 29 June 2005 regarding this project, recommending a
detailed cultural resource assessment. We note that Section 5.9 of the document
discusses the cultural resource issues for the project, and includes provisions for
additional survey. We appreciate this discussion. The section should be supplemented
with a more precise discussion about how the specific steps of the Section 106 review
will be handled for the survey and for any eligible sites that are identified. Within this
discussion, the specific role of RUS as the federal agency should be made clear.
Contact us at 651-296-5462 with questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

H/a'tQQ Y jﬁL@;’?g‘.;“‘f&LbL N C\»D

Dennis A. Gimmestad

\ Government Programs & Compliance Officer

315 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Paul. Minnesota 53102-1906/ Telephone 631-296-6126



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

June 29, 2005

Ms. Carole Schmidt
Great River Energy
17845 E. Highway 10
PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Re: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project

Cass, Crow Wing, Hubbard Counties
SHPO Number: 2005-2130

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for your letter regarding the above referenced project.

Consideration of cultural resource issues will be important as the project planning for this
effort moves forward. The project is a large one, including areas with varying potentials

for archaeological properties. We would recommend that you retain a cultural resource
consultant to develop an appropriate strategy for identification, evaluation, and treatment

of historic properties.

We look forward to working with you as the planning process proceeds.

Sincerely,

HQ,Q, L/\;JJ SLC\?&?:X{; Loy \)’

Dennis A. Gimmestad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer

315 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Panl, Minnesota 53102-1906/ Telephone 651-296-6126
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27 July 2006

Ms. Sarah Hoffmann

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Ms. Hoffmann:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission
project in north central Minnesota that is needed to meet the growing electrical needs of the area. MP
and GRE obtained certification of the proposed Badoura Transmission Project under the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission's (Commission) biennial transmission planning process outlined in Minnesota

Rules, Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

To obtain information for the certification process, MP and GRE sent a letter to you on May 18, 2005
seeking a review of the project corridor that had been identified at that time. A reply letter sent by Cindy
Buttleman on June 17, 2005 indicated that licenses to cross state lands or public waters would be

required for this project.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and are preparing a Route
Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative Permitting processes of Minn. Rules pts.
4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal to the Commission. A preferred route and alternate route
segments have been selected as shown on the attached map, and potentially affected sections are

shown on the attached table.

The applicants’ environmental consultant, HDR, has obtained a license to use the Natural Heritage and
Nongame Research Program database to gather information on rare species or natural communities in
the project area. A list of occurrences within a mile of the proposed routes is enclosed to facilitate your

review.

There are no WMAs within 1,000 feet of any of the route segments. Species of concern that are relatively
near (within 1,000 feet) the proposed route segments are:

Preferred Route:

Eastern Hognose Snake

Northern Goshawk

Greater Prairie Chicken

Colonial Waterbird Nesting Site (containing Blue Herons)



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

[ County [ Township Name | Township | Range ] Sections

| Crow Wing | Jenkins | 136 [ 29w | 2,3

| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N [ 29w | 4,5, 11

| Cass | Wilson [ 137N | 20w | 6,19, 29, 30, 32, 33

| Cass | Walden [ 137N | 30w [ 1,3-5,10-14, 24

| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30w [ 30-32 ) |
| Cass | Bull Moose | 138N [ 31w | 4.5,9-10, 14-15, 23-25
[ Cass | Powers [ 139N ] |6,7,8,17,18

| Cass | Deerfield | 139N | 31W | 2-6,9-12, 30-32

[ Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30w [ 19, 20, 29, 30, 32

| Hubbard | Badoura | 139N [ 32w | 1-3,10, 14, 15,2325
| Hubbard | White Oak | 140N | 32w | 31-34

| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N [ 33W | 25-30, 36

| Hubbard | Henrietta | 140N | 34w | 13-16, 19-21, 24-30




Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Sarah Hoffmann [Sarah.Hoffmann@dnr.state.mn.us]
Jent: Tuesday, September 26, 2006 5:47 PM

To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Line

Hi Carole,

No, we are not planning on sending a letter since your 8/29/06 email to Lisa Joyal
indicated that your consultants had access to the database.

Sarah

>>> "Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER" <cschmidt@GREnergy.com> 9/14/2006 11:00 AM

>>>

Hi Sarah - I was just wondering if you planned to send a letter on this project in

response to my July 27 letter? I am just checking back with the agencies I have not heard
from. Thanks - Carole



Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Division of Lands & Minerals
2115 Birchmont Beach Road NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

June 17, 2005

Carole Schmidt

Gireat River Energy
17845 E. Highway 10
PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for contacting the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) on May 18,
2005 concerning the Badoura 115 kV Transmission Line Project being considered in Crow
Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties. Your letter indicated that Great River Energy & Minnesota
Power will be seeking certification for this project and that you are currently gathering data to be
used in preparation for several applications and approvals.

This is a reply to your inquiry about permits needed to cross state land. A “License for Utility to
Cross State Land” is required for any state land administered by DNR anticipated to be crossed
by this transmission line. A separate “License for Utility to Cross Public Waters” is required if
public waters are crossed by this project. Cass and Hubbard Counties are located in the NW
Region while Crow Wing is located in the NE Region. As this is one project we would likely
issue one iand crossing license covering all the land crossings in both the NW & NE Regions. A
separate water crossing license would probably be issued for all the water crossings related to the
project. Both the land and water crossing licenses would be subject to Department review and
approval. Utility licenses will be not issued until after environmental review is completed.

Future questions regarding land and water license applications can be directed to Joe Rokala at
218-999-7894 (for Crow Wing County) and/or Cindy Buttleman at 218-755-4067 (for Hubbard
& Cass Counties). Prior to submitting your license applications, please contact either Joe or
myself to review the license application process in more detail.

Please note that your letter has been forwarded to the Department’s Environmental Review
section in St. Paul. Future questions about environmental concerns related to your proposal can
be directed to Matt Langan, DNR Environmental Review section, at 651-297-3359.

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 « 1-888-646-6367 = TTY: 651-296-5484 = |-800-657-3929

An Egual Opportunity Emploser Printed on Reescled Paper Containing a
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If I can be of further assistance, please contact me.

Sincerely,

QM,LLFB e

Cindy Buttleman
Lands & Minerals Regional Supervisor

Ce: Alan Jones, Forestry — St. Paul
Joe Rokala, Land & Minerals — Grand Rapids
Mike Chapman, Forestry - Backus
Mark Carlstrom, Forestry — Park Rapids
Greg Kvale, Forestry - Brainerd
Matt Langan, Ecological Services — St. Paul

Carole Schmidt — June 17, 2005
Page 2 of 2
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27 July 2006

Mr. Bill Baer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
10867 East Gull Lake Drive NW
Brainerd, MN 56401-9051

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Mr. Baer:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115 kilovolt (kV)
transmission project in north central Minnesota that is needed to meet the growing
electrical needs of the area. MP and GRE obtained certification of the proposed
Badoura Transmission Project under the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(Commission) biennial transmission planning process outlined in Minnesota Rules,

Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

To obtain information for the certification process, MP and GRE sent a letter to Mr.
Robert Whiting on May 18, 2005 seeking a review of the project corridor that had been
identified at that time. A reply letter sent by you on June 3, 2005 provided general
information regarding regulatory programs that might apply to the proposed project.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and are
preparing a Route Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative Permitting
processes of Minn. Rules pts. 4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal to the Commission.
A preferred route and alternate route segments have been selected as shown on the
attached map, and potentially affected sections are shown on the attached table.

Now that the scope of the project has been refined, we request that the Corps comment
on potential effects to Section 404 and Section 10 waters along the proposed routes
indicated on the map. There are several NWI wetlands and other regulatory waters
along the route, including Pine River and Crow Wing River. Your input on the project will
assist MP, GRE, HDR, and the Commission in their review of the project.



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

[ County ‘ Tq\{vnship ] Township ‘ Range r Sections
| Crow Wing | Jenkins | 136 | 20W | 2,3
| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N | 20w | 4,5, 11
| Cass | Wilson | 137N | 29W | 6,19, 29, 30, 32, 33
| Cass | Walden | 137N | 30w | 1,35, 10-14, 24
| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30W | 30-32
Cass Bull Moose ‘ 138N ‘ 31W };;55, 9-10, 14-15, 23-
| Cass | Powers | 139N | 30w | 5,7,8,17,18
| Cass | Deerfield [ 139N | 31W | 2-6, 9-12, 30-32
| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30w | 19, 20, 29, 30, 32
Hubbard Badoura } 139N I 32W ‘ ;53 10, 14, 15, 23-
| Hubbard | White Oak | 140N | 32w | 31-34
| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33w | 25-30, 36 _
| Hubbard | Henrietta | 140N | 34w | 13-16, 19-21, 24-30




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS CENTRE
190 FIFTH STREET EAST
ST. PAUL MN 55101-1638

June 3, 2005 RECEIVED JUN ~ ¢ 2005

REPLY TO
ATTENTION

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch (MVP-2005-3045-WAB)

Ms. Carole Schmidt
Great River Energy
17845 E. Highway 10
PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

We have received your letter dated 18 May 2005 requesting comments regarding the
Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project in Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard counties. In lieu of a
specific response, please consider the following general information concerning our regulatory
program that may apply to the proposed project.

If the proposal involves activity in navigable waters of the United States, it may be
subject to the Corps of Engineers’ jurisdiction under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899 (Section 10). Section 10 prohibits the construction, excavation, or deposition of materials
in, over, or under navigable waters of the United States, or any work that would affect the
course, location, condition, or capacity of those waters, unless the work has been authorized by a
Department of the Army permit.

If the proposal involves deposition of dredged or fill material into waters of the United
States, including discharges associated with mechanical land clearing, it may be subject to the
Corps of Engineers’ jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA Section 404).
Waters of the United States include navigable waters, their tributaries, and adjacent wetlands (33
CFR § 328.3). CWA Section 301(a) prohibits discharges of dredged or fill material into waters
of the United States, unless the work has been authorized by a Department of the Army permit
under Section 404. Information about the Corps permitting process can be obtained online at
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/regulatory.

Printed on @ Recycled Paper
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The Corps' evaluation of a Section 10 and/or a Section 404 permit application involves
multiple analyses, including (1) evaluating the proposal’s impacts in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (33 CFR part 325), (2) determining whether the
proposal is contrary to the public interest (33 CFR § 320.4), and (3) in the case of a Section 404
permit, determining whether the proposal complies with the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines
(Guidelines) (40 CFR part 230).

If the proposal requires a Section 404 permit application, the Guidelines specifically
require that “no discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable
alternative to the proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic
ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other significant adverse environmental
consequences” (40 CFR § 230.10(a)). Time and money spent on the proposal prior to applying
for a Section 404 permit cannot be factored into the Corps’ decision whether there is a less
damaging practicable alternative to the proposal.

If an application for a Corps permit has not yet been submitted, the project proposer may
request a pre-application consultation meeting with the Corps to obtain information regarding the
data, studies or other information that will be necessary for the permit evaluation process. A pre-
application consultation meeting is strongly recommended if the proposal has substantial impacts
to waters of the United States, or if it is a large or controversial project.

For further information or to request a pre-application consultation meeting, please
contact Bill Baer at (218) 829-2711, project manager in the Brainerd Regulatory Field Office.

Sincerely,

St S
4

Robert J. Whiting
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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27 July 2006

Mr. Paul Burke
MN Threatened and Endangered Species Review

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4101 East 80th Street
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Mr. Burke:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115 kilovolt (kV)
transmission project in north central Minnesota that is needed to meet the growing
electrical needs of the area. MP and GRE obtained certification of the proposed
Badoura Transmission Project under the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(Commission) biennial transmission planning process outlined in Minnesota Rules,

Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

To obtain information for the certification process, MP and GRE sent a letter to Mr. Dan
Stinnett on May 18, 2005 seeking a review of the project corridor that had been identified
at that time. No reply to this letter was received by MP or GRE.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and are
preparing a Route Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative Permitting
processes of Minn. Rules pts. 4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal to the Commission.
A preferred route and alternate route segments have been selected as shown on the
attached map, and potentially affected sections are shown on the attached table.

Now that MP and GRE have refined the scope of the project, we request that the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service comment on potential effects to known federally-listed
threatened or endangered species in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended, along the preferred and alternate routes. Your input
on the project will assist MP, GRE, our environmental consultant (HDR), and the

Commission in their review of the project.



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

[ Hubbard

[_ - County | TO_\'-V.nShiP | Township | Range | Sections
| CrowWing | Jenkins | 136 | 29w 12,3
| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N | 29W | 4,5, 11
| Cass | Wilson | 137N | 20w | 6,19, 29, 30, 32, 33
| Cass | Walden | 137N 30W | 1,3-5,10-14,24
| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30w | 30-32 |

Cass Bull Moose ’ 138N \ 31W | :21,55, 9-10, 14-15, 23-
| Cass | Powers | 139N | 30w |5,7,817,18
| Cass | Deerfield | 139N | 31w | 2-6, 9-12, 30-32
| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30w | 19, 20, 29, 30, 32
‘ Hubbard Badoura \ 139N { 32w | ;53 10, 14, 15, 23-
[Hubbard [ White Oak [140N (32w [31-34
| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33w | 25-30, 36

| Henrietta | 140N | 34w | 13-16, 19-21, 24-30
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27 July 2006

Mr. Richard Schossow

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Walker Field Office

300 Minnesota Avenue

PO Box 3000

Walker, MN 56484-0089

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Mr. Schossow:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115
kilovolt (kV) transmission project in north central Minnesota that is needed to
meet the growing electrical needs of the area. MP and GRE obtained
certification of the proposed Badoura Transmission Project under the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) biennial transmission planning
process outlined in Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and
are preparing a Route Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative
Permitting processes of Minn. Rules pts. 4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal
to the Commission. A preferred route and alternate route segments have been
selected as shown on the attached map, and potentially affected sections are

shown on the attached table.

Now that the scope of the project has been refined, MP and GRE are requesting
information on the possible effects of the proposed project on important or prime
farmlands along the preferred and alternate segments. Your input on the project
will assist MP, GRE, our environmental consultant (HDR), and the Commission in

their review of the project.

Structure types under consideration for this project include two-pole wood H-
frame structures with an average height of 60-80 feet, or single pole wood

structures with an average height of 65-90 feet.



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

[ ~ County | Township |T_own_ship | Range | _ Sections

| CrowWing | Jenkins | 136 | 29W |2,3

| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N | 20W 14,5, 11 -

‘ Cass [ Wilson } 137N ‘ 29W ‘ 331 9,29, 30, 32,

[Cass | Walden | 137N | 30W | 1,3-5, 10-14, 24

| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30w |30-32
Cass Bull Moose ‘ 138N [31w 4,5,9-10, 14-15,

23-25

[Cass [ Powers (139N [30W 5,7,8,17,18

| Cass | Deerfield | 139N | 31W | 2-6,9-12,30-32

| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30W [ 19,20,29,30,32
Hubbard Badoura i 139N ’ 32w ‘ ;53 10, 14, 15, 23-

[Hubbard [White Oak | 140N [32W | 31-34

| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33w | 25-30, 36

} Hubbard

} Henrietta

\ 140N

{ 34W

13-16, 19-21, 24-
30
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United States Department of Agriculture
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Natural Resources Conservation Service
P s Phone: (218) 732-97
212 % West 2" St Helping People FAX.  218)739.3004

Park Rapids, MN 56470
Help the Land

August 7, 2006

Carole L. Schmidt, Environmental Scientist
Great River Energy

17845 East Highway 10

P.O. Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

In reply to your letter dated July 27" 2006, concerning the proposed 115 kV transmission project in
Hubbard County, the areas depicted on your map does include prime and /or Statewide Important
Farmlands.

In our estimation, your construction plans and methods would have little or no effect on the prime
and statewide important farmlands within or along the proposed route of the portion located in
Hubbard County.

Please refer to a copy of Public Law 97-98, and a copy of the AD-1006 form. You may wish to
become familiar with these items as they pertain to the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981.

A concern we feel you should be aware of, is the potential of soil erosion on construction sites.
Care should be exercised during construction to minimize the potential of soil erosion.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to call me at (218) 732-9723 ext 110.

Sincerely,

Russell D Johnsrud, District Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Park Rapids, MN 56470

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help
people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



United States Department of Agriculture

\Q} NRCS RECEIVED Al - ° 2006

Natural Resources Conservation Service
70 %QTS Phone: (218) 736-5445

1004 Frontier Drive
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 " . . . FAX: (218) 736-7215
A Partner in Conservation Since 1933

August 7, 2006

Carole Schmidt

Great River Energy

17845 E. Highway 10

P.O. Box 800

Elk River, Minnesota 55330

Re: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project, Crow Wing and Cass Counties, and the Farmland
Protection Policy Act, PL97-98.

Dear Carole: I have reviewed the planned construction route map for the above named
project. It was forwarded to me by Rich Schossow in our Walker Field Office.

One and two-pole transmission lines fall into the corridor category of PL97-98 and would
be exempt from FPPA. Substation construction and/or expansion would be covered under
PL97-98 and would require a completed AD1006 form that portion or portions of the
project. The acreage amount would not be an issue. The new FPPA rules cover down to 0.1
acres of impact.

In this mailing I will include a copy of PL97-98 for your reference and use. NRCS also
has a website dedicated to the Farmland Protection Policy Act. It is

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/index.html
This site has .pdf’s for companies and Agencies to access the AD1006 form and other

information as needed.

If the planned construction includes substation site work where land will be converted,
an AD1006 form will be required. Parts I,III,VI, and VII are completed by you as agents
for RUS. NRCS will complete Parts II, IV, and V.

Construction plans within Cass and Crow Wing are within my coverage area and I would
complete forms pertaining to those Counties.

If you have ANY gquestions at all concerning this response feel free to give me a call.

Sincerel
Mike Lieser
Area Soil Scientist

Encl:

Cc: Rick Schossow, SCT incharge, NRCS, Walker, MN
Mary Jane Reetz, DC, NRCS, Baxter, MN
File

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help
people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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27 July 2006

Mr. Jim Groehler

Office of Aeronautics

Minnesota Department of Transportation
222 E. Plato Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55107-1618

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties

Dear Mr. Groehler:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are proposing a 115
kilovolt (kV) transmission project in north central Minnesota that is needed to
meet the growing electrical needs of the area. MP and GRE obtained
certification of the proposed Badoura Transmission Project under the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) biennial transmission planning
process outlined in Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7848 on May 25, 2006.

MP and GRE are now moving forward with the routing phase of the project and
are preparing a Route Permit Application (in accordance with the Alternative
Permitting processes of Minn. Rules pts. 4400.2000 to 4400.2950) for submittal
to the Commission. A preferred route and alternate route segments have been
selected as shown on the attached map, and potentially affected sections are

shown on the attached table.

Now that the scope of the project has been refined, MP and GRE are requesting
information on the possible effects of the proposed project on airports or airstrips
along the preferred and alternate route segments. Structure types under
consideration for this project include two-pole wood H-frame structures with an
average height of 60-80 feet, or single pole wood structures with an average

height of 65-90 feet.

Your input on the project will assist MP, GRE, our environmental consultant
(HDR) and the Commission in their review of the project.



Sections Potentially Affected by the Badoura Transmission Project

‘ - County 1 Township | Township ! Range | ~ Sections

| CrowWing | Jenkins | 136 | 20W [2,3

| Cass | Loon Lake | 136N | 29W | 4,5, 11

‘ Cass ‘ Wilson l 137N ’ 29W } ggg, 29, 30, 32,

| Cass | Walden | 137N | 30W [ 1,3-5,10-14,24

| Cass | Pine River | 138N | 30W | 30-32 |
Cass Bull Moose ‘ 138N ‘31vv .4u5,9-10,14-15,

23-25

| Cass | Powers | 139N | 30W |5,7,8,17,18

| Cass | Deerfield | 139N | 31w | 2-6,9-12,30-32

| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30W | 19, 20, 29, 30, 32

‘ Hubbard } Badoura ' 139N } 32W ‘ ;53 10, 14, 15, 23-

| Hubbard | White Oak | 140N | 32w | 31-34

| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33W | 25-30, 36
Hubbard Henrietta

|140N

‘ 34W

13-16, 19-21, 24-
30
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8 7 Minnesota Department of Transportation
B
] g
)\ "de Office of Aeronautics Phone: 651/296-8202
OF TRA Mail Stop 410 Phone: 651/297-1600
222 East Plato Boulevard Fax: 651/297-5643
St. Paul, MN 55107-1618 Fax: 651/296-1828

August 25, 2006

Carol L. Schmidt
Environmental Specialist
Great River Energy

17845 E. Highway 10

P.O. Box 800

Elk River, Minnesota 55330

Subject: Minnesota Power (MP) & Great River Energy (GRE)
Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass, and Hubbard Counties

Ms. Schmidt:

In response to your letter, dated July 27" regarding the Badoura transmission project, the submitted
information has been reviewed and it appears that it may not be necessary to submit a “Notice of
Proposed Construction or Alteration” (FAA Form 7460-1). However, I understand that MP and GRE are
in the routing phase of the project and will be able to identify specific poles, heights, and locations which
may create penetrations in their future design stages of this project.

Form 7460-1, item 77.13(a)(2)(1), indicates the form must be submitted for any structures that would
penetrate a slope of 100:1 for a distance of 20,000 feet from the nearest point of the runways at the
Backus Municipal and Konshok Field airports. The form must also be submitted for any structures that
would penetrate of 50:1 for a distance of 10,000 feet from the nearest point of the runway at the Pine
River Regional airport. Airport information pertinent to form 7460-1 is as shown in the table shown
below.

General Field Runway Zone C Zone C
Airport Elevation Runway Length Radius Elevation
Backus 1,355' MSL 15/33 3,588 6,000' 1,505' MSL
Konshok ; 13/31 5,498 10,000’
Field LA MEL g 3,190' 6,000 1,=98MaL
Pine River 1,295' MSL 16/34 3,000 6,000' 1,444.5' MSL

Three publicly accessible airports in the vicinity of this project are Backus Municipal Airport, Park
Rapids (Konshok Field) Municipal Airport, and Pine River Regional Airport. The nearest point of the
proposed facilities to the Backus Municipal Airport is approximately 25,000 ft. The nearest point of the
proposed facilities to Konshok Field is approximately 14,000 ft. The nearest point of the proposed
facilities to the Pine River Regional Airport is approximately 6,000 ft.
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August 25, 2006 Minnesota Power (MP) & Great River Energy (GRE)
Carol L. Schmidt Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project
Great River Energy Crow Wing, Cass, and Hubbard Counties

The airport zoning ordinances identify limitations that the airport would impose on the subject project.
General requirements or restrictions of this airspace can be found in the Aeronautics Rules at the

following web address:

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/8800/2400.html.

The most current zoning document on record with Mn/DOT’s Office of Aeronautics for Backus is an
ordinance adopted on October 14, 1977 by the Cass County — City of Backus Joint Airport Zoning Board.
Based on this adopted ordinance, the proposed project and corridor is outside the limits of the airport’s
zoning.

The most current airport zoning ordinance on record with Mn/DOT’s Office of Aeronautics for Konshok
Field is an ordinance proposed for adoption as identified in a City of Park Rapids — Hubbard County Joint
Airport Zoning Commission resolution dated February 20, 2002. The most recent plan depicting the
ordinance on record with Mn/DOT’s Office of Aeronautics is dated April 2006. Based on this proposed
ordinance, the proposed project and corridor appears to be within limits of the airport’s proposed zoning.

The most current airport zoning document on record with Mn/DOT’s Office of Aeronautics for Pine
River is a zoning plan adopted on November 9, 1980. Based on this document, the proposed project and
corridor appear to be either within or very close to the limits of the airport’s current zoning.

For more specific zoning information, please refer to the zoning ordinances of the specific airports
identified in the letter. Or, you may contact the Aeronautics Planning Section at 651-296-8202. Kathy
Vesely or Deb Sorenson should be able to assist you. Please contact me if you have any questions. I can
be reached by phone at 651-297-1522, or by email at lucas.smith@dot.state.mmn.us.

Sincerely,

e

Lucas Smith, P.E.
Assistant Regional Airport Engineer

c: Tracy Schmidt, P.E. — Regional Airport Engineer, Mn/DOT

Kathy Vesley — Planning & Research Specialist, Mn/DOT
Deb Sorenson — Planning & Zoning Coordinator, Mn/DOT
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17 August 2005

Mr. George Goggleye

Leech Lake Reservation Business Comm.
6530 US Highway 2 NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

RE: Badoura 115 kV Transmission Project

Dear Mr. Goggleye:

Minnesota Power (MP) and Great River Energy (GRE) are currently gathering
data to be used in preparation of several regulatory applications necessary to
obtain approvals and permits for the construction of the proposed Badoura 115
kV Transmission Project in Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard counties. The project
is needed to meet the growing electrical needs of the area. MP and GRE intend
to seek certification of the proposed project under the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission’s (Commission) biennial transmission planning process outlined in
Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7848.

The proposed project would connect the Pequot Lakes Substation located north
of Pequot Lakes, the Pine River Substation located southwest of Pine River, the
Badoura Substation, the Long Lake Substation located east of Park Rapids, and
the Birch Lake Substation located east of Hackensack (see attached map). At
this point Minnesota Power and Great River Energy have not identified a route
for the project, but are evaluating transmission alternatives within identified study
corridors. Potentially affected sections within the proposed study corridors are
provided in the attached table.

MP and GRE request your review of this project to identify potential impacts to
cultural and archaeological resources from the project. At this point it is unknown
whether the project will require federal permits or use federal funding. Your input
on the project will assist MP, GRE, our environmental consultant (HDR) and the

Commission in their review of the project.



Sections Potentially Affected by Badoura Transmission Project

] County l Township Name [ Township ‘ Range l Sections
| Crow Wing | Pelican [ 136N | 28W | 5-8,18,19
| Crow Wing | Jenkins | 136N [ 29w [ 1-3, 10-15, 22-27
| Crow Wing | Ideal | 137N | 28W | 30-32
1 Cass Loon Lake l 136N J 29W r 4,5,8,9, 16, 17,
20, 21

| Cass | Wilson [ 137N | 20W [ 3-10, 14-23, 25-36
| Cass [ Walden | 137N [ 30w | 1-5,9-14
| Cass [ Barclay [ 138N | 20w | 19,29-33
| Cass | Pine River [ 138N | 30w [ 3-10, 13-29, 30-36
| Cass | Bull Moose | 138N | 31W [ 1-17,13-15,21-25
| Cass | McKinley | 138N | 32w |1
| Cass | Powers | 139N | 30w | 3-10, 15-22, 27-34
[ Cass | Deerfield | 139N | 31w [ 1-20, 24, 28-34, 36
| Cass | Birch Lake | 140N | 30w | 4-10, 15-23, 26-34
| Cass | Hiram | 140N | 31W [ 1.11-14, 22-26, 31-36
| Hubbard | Badoura | 139N | 32w [ 1-17, 21-27, 35-36
| Hubbard [ Crow Wing Lake | 139N | 33W [ 1-6
| Hubbard | Hubbard | 139N [ 34w [1.3-8
| Hubbard | Straight River [ 139N | 35W [1,2,12
| Hubbard | White Oak [ 140N | 32w | 19, 26-36
| Hubbard | Nevis | 140N | 33W | 18-36
[ Hubbard [ Henrietta | 140N | 34w [ 7-10, 13-36

| Todd | 140N | 35W | 11-14, 22-27, 35-36

| Hubbard




“Gina M. Pap.sodor
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer.

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

George Goggleye, Chairman
Arthur “Archie” LaRose, Secretary/Treasurer

District I Representative District II Representative District III Representative
Burton “Luke” Wilson Lyman L. Losh Donald “Mick” Finn

September 12, 2005 .
RECEIVED €52 17 2005
Great River Energy

Attn: Carole Schmidt

17845 E. Highway 10

P. O. Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330

RE:  Proposed Badoura 115kV Transmission Project
Crow Wing, Cass, and Hubbard Counties, Minnesota
LLBO Land Claim Area
LL-THPO Number: 05-198-NCRI

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer by the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1992 and the Procedures of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (38CFR800).

I have reviewed the documentation; after careful consideration of our records, I have
determined that the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe does not have any concerns regarding sites of
religious or cultural importance in this area.

Should any human remains or suspected human remains be encountered, all work shall cease
and the following personnel should be notified immediately in this order: County Sheriff’s
Office and Office of the State Archaeologist.

You may contact me at (218) 335-2940 if you have questions regarding our review of this
project. Please refer to the LL-THPO Number as stated above in all correspondence with this
project.

Res é/ fully submitted,

1

[l

g//@wgﬁ)

Leech Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Office * Established in 1996
6530 U.S. 2 NW * Cass Lake, Minnesota 56633
(218) 335-2940 * FAX (218) 335-2974
lIthpo@hotmail.com








