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Energy Facility Permitting

A - 85 7th Place East, Suite 500
MINNESOTA St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

_DEPARTMENT oOF 1.800.657.3794 / 651.296.4026
A 5 COMMERCE FAX 651.297.7891 TTY 651.297.3067

htip:/ /energyfacilities puc.state.mn.us

September 11, 2007

Ms. Kathleen M. Brennan, Attorney

McGrann Shea

800 Nicollet Mall

Suite 2600 - -
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-7035

RE: Information Request
PUC Docket No. PL E280/GP-06-1481

Dear Ms. Brennan,

Per our telephone conversation, I am enclosing information on the Department’s request for
additional information on the abandoned pipeline.

A photograph of the underground utility marker and map (figure D-25 from the pipeline
application) indicating the location in which the photograph was taken is enclosed. The
Department is requesting that the applicant provide, at a minimum, the following information
regarding this abandoned pipeline:

e Past and current ownership of the ROW;
Previous function and usage (i.e., product, product supplier, end user);

» Pipeline specifications and map illustrating the full ROW (i.e., diameter, construction
material, ROW width and length, beginning and termination points, depth, etc.);

* An evaluation of this “existing” ROW and its ability to serve as a corridor to supply
natural gas to the NPUC.

The 70 day comment period for the consideration of alternative routes ends on October 15, 2007;
in an effort to maintain the proposed schedule, the Department is asking that you submit you
response by that date. If you have any comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
me. ‘ '
Sin'jely,: ; &
\thiam Cole Storm, DOC-EFP

INEQB\Power Plant Siting\PIPELINE‘\Nashwauk to Blackberry\Correspondance\IR-to-Kaela(9-11-07).doc



Responses to Minnesota Department of Commerce Information Requests 1-5

Docket Number: PL E280/GP-06-1481
Requester: William Storm

Information Request No. 1

Date of Request: September 11, 2007
Response Due: October 15, 2007
Reference: Abandoned Gas Pipeline

The Department is requesting that the applicant provide, at a minimum, the
following information regarding this abandoned pipeline [regarding underground utility
marker and map from figure D-25 and photograph provided to Department]:

e Past and Current ownership of the ROW;

Previous function and usage ( i.e. product, product supplier, end user);

e Pipeline specifications and map illustrating the full ROW ( i.e. diameter,
construction material , ROW width and length, beginning and termination points,
depth , etc.;

e An evaluation of this “existing” ROW and its ability to serve as a corridor to
supply natural gas to the NPUC

Response:
. Past and present ownership of the ROW.

As indicated in the attached correspondence dated October 12, 2007 (IR-1(1)),
from Denise Matthews, Right of Way Analyst for Northern Natural Gas Company
(NNG), NNG originally owned the abandoned pipeline and associated ROW.

NNG noted that in approximately 1972 or 1973, as part of the expansion of state
highway 169, NNG replaced and abandoned the pipeline that was within the
highway ROW. According to NNG, the approximately 8,572 feet of the pipeline
abandoned in place was purged of gas, is not currently in use, and is marked with
signs as abandoned.

o Previous function and usage (i.e., product, product supplier, end user)

The product was natural gas, supplied by NNG to its customers.

. Pipeline specifications and map illustrating the full ROW (i.e., diameter,
construction material, ROW width and length, beginning and termination points, depth,
etc.)

NNG has described the pipeline as 10” diameter. If the ROW has reverted to the
private landowner there is neither width nor length. Upon information and belief,



the ROW, if it exists, would be approximately 8,000 feet long and approximately
50 feet wide. The depth of the pipe would be 36” or greater.

NNG has provided a map of its current operating pipeline. Based on our best
information, including the abandoned pipeline signs, we have shown the
approximate location of the abandoned/removed pipeline (IR-1(2)).

° An evaluation of this “existing” ROW and its ability to serve as a corridor to
supply natural gas to the NPUC.

As noted by NNG, this line was abandoned in 1972 or 1973 to accommodate
relocation of Highway 169. Some of the “existing” ROW now runs under and
along the Highway 169 ROW. If it could not serve an existing pipeline it seems
unlikely to serve a new one even if it does exist. It also appears that the
abandoned pipeline that was not in the Highway 169 ROW was removed. If so,
that portion would not be available either as a pipeline or as ROW. Furthermore,
the size of the abandoned pipeline was approximately 10 inches in diameter. Any
ROW (to the extent it exists) would be unlikely to allow the proposed 24-inch
diameter pipeline in the Nashwauk application.

In addition, the abandoned pipeline ROW (assuming that one still exists) has little
ability to serve as a corridor to supply natural gas -- regardless of the alignment --
due to the ore reserves locations. Using any corridor based upon the abandoned
pipeline (again, to the extent on exists), would require crossing ore reserves.
Furthermore, it would require an alignment that places the pipeline through some
parts of Nashwauk, raising the same fatal flaws described in the response to
Information Request 2.

Response By: Phillip McLean
Company: Natural Gas Consulting, Omaha, Nebraska
Telephone: (402) 505-8835



Northern Northern Natural Gas Company

1111 South 103rd Street

Natural Gas Omaha, NE 68124

A MIDAMERICAN ENERGY HOLDINGS COMPANY

October 12, 2007

Ms. Kaela Brennan

McGrann Shea

800 Nicollet Mall, Suite 2600
Minneapolis, MN 55402-7035

RE:  Gas Pipeline Routing Permit MPUC No. E280, GP-06-1481
Dear Ms. Brennan:

Northern Natural Gas Company (“Northern”) owns and operates a 10-inch, high pressure natural
gas pipeline that runs southwest from the City of Nashwauk, Minnesota and roughly parallels
Highway 169. This pipeline is used to provide natural gas transportation services to several
communities and industrial customers, including the local distribution company that serves the
City of Nashwauk. To the best of our knowledge and belief, a majority of this pipeline is in
private right-of-way.

As part of the expansion of state highway 169 in approximately 1972 or 1973, Northern replaced
and abandoned a portion of the line that was within the highway right-of-way. The portion of the
pipe abandoned in place, approximately 8,572 feet, was purged of gas, is not currently in use,
and 1s marked with signs as abandoned.

Please contact me if you have any question or need any additional information.
Sincerely,

Denise Matthews
Right of Way Analyst
(402) 398-7395

IR-1(1)

0cT 15 2007
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