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Dear Advisory Task Force Candidate, 
 
Staff of the Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC), Energy Facilities Permitting 
Unit (EFP Staff) is soliciting individuals to serve as a member of an Advisory Task 
Force.  The task force will assist the DOC in scoping the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) and in evaluation of the Certificate of Need and Route permit applications for the 
Chisago County to Apple River HVTL Project (Project). 
 
Specifically, the Advisory Task Force members will assist the DOC EFP staff in 
determining: 
 

1. Whether local information as presented within the applications is 
inaccurate or missing information; 

2. What route specific impacts and issues of local concern should be assessed 
in the EA;  

3. What need specific impacts and issues of local concern should be assessed 
in the EA, such as size, type and timing; and 

4. Whether there are alternate route(s) or route segment(s) that should be 
evaluated in the EA. 

 
The Task Force will expire upon completing the above charge or upon designation by 
the Commissioner of the DOC of any alternative routes to be included in the EA, 
whichever comes first (Minnesota Statute 216E.08 Supd. 1).   
 
EFP Staff anticipate holding up to three meetings to accomplish the requirements of the 
Advisory Task Force.  Currently EFP Staff have identified the weeks of March 12th, 19th, 
and 26th as the weeks during which the Task Force meetings will take place.  
 
If you would like to be considered for inclusion on the Advisory Task Force, please fill 
out the attached information form.  Also, please pass on this letter along with the 
attached form to any persons or groups you think might be interested, including non-
government organizations, civic groups, environmental organizations or any citizen 
you think might be a likely candidate. 
 
 



Please email, fax or send completed candidate information forms to: 
 

David Birkholz 
<david.birkholz@state.mn.us> 

 Fax #: 651.297.7891 
Energy Facilities Permitting 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 

St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
Please submit all candidate information forms to Mr. Birkholz by March 5th.  EFP 
Staff anticipate selecting up to twelve Advisory Task Force members the week of March 
5th.  Members selected to the Advisory Task Force who have provided complete contact 
information will be contacted by March 9th.  
 
To view the Route Permit Application for the Project, or if you would like any 
additional information, please view the EFP project docket webpage at: 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18938. 
 
To view the Certificate of Need Application, go to eDockets at 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp and search for “04-1176.” 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 
 

 
David Birkholz, Project Manager 
 
Phone #: 651.296.2878 
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Chisago Transmission Project  
Advisory Task Force  

Candidate Information Form 
 

 
 
Candidate Name: 
 
Address: 
City, Zip: 
 
Telephone: 
 
Email: 
 
 
Current Employment: 
 
 
Current Job Function: 
 
 
Affiliation with Governmental unit or NGO, if applicable: 
 
 
General Interest in the Chisago Transmission Project: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Important: Check this box to certify that the candidate is not affiliated with 

Xcel Energy or Dairyland Power Cooperative, nor are they an officer, agent or 
employee of said organizations. 


