217 8% Street South

Virginia, MN 55792

March 8, 2007
Bill Storm, State Planning Director NS g xé&.
Energy Planning and Advocacy l AL R
Routing & Siting Unit
anesota Department of Commerce MAR 9 200
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 T BenrariasT

Wit Dept of Comm
Re: MP & GRE HVTL i%g?[raam

Dear Mr. Storm:

Yesterday, March 7%, 2007, I received a notice dated 2/27/2007, mailed on 3/6/2007, and containing
a 3/9/2007 deadline for citizen comments on the above referenced matter. This lack of adequate
notice is obviously intentional.

The notice indicated that alternate citizens’ routes were being proposed following the February 13,
2007, Embarrass meeting, and a map was enclosed. However, the map indicates that the above HVTL
is still located on the west side of Bergstedt Road in Township 60, Range 15 Section 8.

Since the 1920s, my family has owned the following property, with mineral rights, in section 8:
' ¢+ SE1/4 of SW1/4 Twp 60, Rg15, Sec 8 [ 2007 valuation 27,400]
+ SW1/4 of SE1/4 Twp 60, Rg 15, Sec 8 [2007 valuation 16,400]
. SEI/4 of SEI/4 Twp 60 Rge 15 Sec 8 [2007 vaiuatxon 11 300]

SE1/4 of SW1/4 is mainly: hlghland contains much pine neanng matunty and is acces51ble by road
on two sides: Bergstedt Road on the east and Saari Road on the south. As you can glean from the
2007 valuation, this is choice property suitable for home sites. SW1/4 of SE1/4 is accessible only on
the west by Bergstedt Road and except for a narrow strip of higher land on its southern boundary,
consists primarily of swamp. SE1/4 of SE1/4 is even less valuable since it has no road access and is
mostly swamp. Unless other motives are involved, it is only reasonable to expect “Big Power”
exerting eminent domain to use the least valuable land since its presence devalues property.

In studying your enclosed map, I can see that the proposed HVTL crosses Hwy 135 south of Taylor
Road in a northeasterly direction. This route could be extended into sections 16 and 9 and then
redirected northerly to meet with one of the routes proposed by the citizens” group. I grew up in
section 3, hunted along the former DM&IR tracks and know the area I am proposing consists
primarily of inferior properties.

I am aware that MP is the major project of the Allete corporation that is also involved in lands and
minerals. And, I am also aware that our properties were drilled in the 1940s by a private company
and much mineral exploration has been done in the area, both by plane and on foot. I suspect that the
proposed route was selected by MP for undisclosed reasons since inferior public lands exist to the
east of the proposed route.. I.am also awaré of the great interest in non-ferrous minerals in the area.

Sincerely,
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Bill Storm Wi Dept ¢f wiommelcs
Energy Planning and Advocacy
Routing and Siting Unit

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Subject: Proposed (alternative route) for high voltage transmission ling---
Embarrass-Tower area

Dear Mr. Storm:;

| am writing in response to the disturbing letter we received, dated, February
27th, 2007 ,concerning the proposed alternative routes for the new transmission
powerline. We understand, from the map enclosed, that both of the aiternative
routes would go thru our property in Kugler Township. We strongly oppose
these alternatives as it would greatly de-value our property. The land that it
would go thru would be an ideal home building site---but a powerline thru the
center of it, would absolutely ruin that and make it un-saleable in the future
should we wish to sell it. The route which is located the farthest east would have
less impact and be the least objectionable. Another consideration would be that
it would encourage even more trespassing thru our property. That has been a
constant hassle for us. A cousin, who lives in the Lakeland area has a powerline
going thru their land and they said that the showmobilers in winter and the four-
wheelers in summer are constantly trespassing along the power line right of
way. Fences don't even keep them out. We were OK with the original plan and
would hope that would be the one that is finally agreed upon. We strongly
oppose the "alternative route proposal” and sincerely hope you will go with the
original plan. -

Sincerely,

. é‘

Reinhold C. & Patricia M. Johnson
Land Owners

5555 Wahisten Rd.

Tower, MN 55790



Bill Storm, | have also attached the following letter as a separate WORD file.
3-25-07

Steven Lotz
9388 Holter Road
Tower, MN 55790
Bill Storm
MN DOC

Re: Tower Transmission Project — HVTL Route Comparison Matrix
Dear Mr. Storm,

A week or so ago | received a copy of the Route Comparison Matrix from the SLC Land
Department. | assume that this matrix originated with your office. | find several
inadequacies in this matrix.

1) The routing factor “Private parcels crossed” gives the number of parcels crossed.
For the purpose of comparison it would be very helpful to also give miles and acres
involved, as is done for the other factors.

2) The number of roads crossed, as shown for alternative C, disagrees with both the
SLC Plat Book and the USGS map for the area.

3) The “Accessibility” factor is entirely misleading. It would lead one to believe
that there is no other road in the area except for Highway 135 in Kugler Township. In
fact alternative C crosses Wahlsten, Jeranson, and Sherman Roads. Sherman and
Jeranson Roads are less than 2.5 miles apart so there is one point that is not quite 1.25
miles from a road. The rest of the route is progressively closer to one road or the other.
For alternative B, the Wahlsten and Sherman Roads are approximately 3.25 miles apart
so at one point the route is 1.6 miles from either road and the rest of the route is
progressively closer to on road or the other. The distance from Highway 135 is
irrelevant, as the route would be accessed from other roads.

4) Since the proposed route follows Fuller Creek for part of its route it would give a
more complete picture to give miles and acres of designated trout stream within each
right-of-way and within 200 feet of each route.

Steven Lotz

cc: the citizen group
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7756 Ely Lake Drive
Eveleth, Minnesota 55734

February 6, 2007

William C., Storm, State Planning Director
Energy Facility Permitting

Minnesota Department of Commerce

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

RE: MP and GRE Tower Transmission Lne Project
Dear Mr. Storm:

T am writing to express concern about the use of a section of the Iron Ore recreational
snowmobile trail as part of the proposed route for a new electrical transmission line from
the Embarrass area to Tower. At the meeting held at the Embarrass Township Hall on
February 15, 2007, Mr. Lindholm from Minnesota Power, referred to this trail as a public
cortidor. This is a gross misconception of the actual situation. The Iron Ore Snowmobile
trail is similar to approximately 20,000 miles of recreational snowmobile trails in the
State of Minnesota, it exists because landowners have partnered with snowmobile
organizations allowing for development of non-permanent trails on their lands. Most of
these trails Jegally exist solely during the winter months, December 1 to April 1.

Prior to my retirement, I was Director of the Trails Division for the Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation Board. As part of my role in that position | was involved in
various capacities in the development of recreational trails in an effort to help diversify
the economy of Northeastern Minnesota. One of the trails developed and subsequently
maintained as part of our efforts was the Iron Ore Snowmobile Trail.

The Iron Ore Snowmobile Trail was developed in the mid 1980°s as the result of a
collaborative effort of several state and local units of government and property owners
with the Vermilion Penguins Snowmobile Club being the lead organization. It was
developed under the guidelines of the Minuesota Trails Assistance Program, more
commonly referred to as the Grant-In-Aid (GIA) program. For the most part,
nuthorization for use of the properties traversed was in the form of a license/permit which
allowed properties to be used for recreational snowmobiling from December 1 to April 1
on an annual basis. Beyond this authorized four (4) month period, no other public use
was authorized. Use of this trial is limited to duly licensed snowmobiles. Further, a Trail
Permit allowing for use is required since this is a GIA trail. The combination of the type
of permit authorizing use of the land, the short duration of the permitted use and the
license requirements allowing the participants to use the trail, all suggest that it is not a
public corridor in the true meaning of the descriptive phrase, a public corridor.

In regard to winter maintenance of the trail, I was responsible for the overall
supervision of the groomer operators and the scheduling of the trail grooming equiprnent
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for the first 14 years of its existence. Ifound that usuable length of the season to be 3 to
4 weeks less than similar trails in the immediate area. This can only be attributed to the
type and height of the vegetation growing adjacent to the trail treadway. Through the
years, the usuable seasonal length of use increased in a direct relationship to the type, age
and density of the vegetation adjacent to the treadway. In part this was due to the amount
of shade the vegetation provided. Additionally, it was a reflection of the susceptibility of
the trail to ground drifting of the snow. In the more elevated and open areas of the trail
the snow depths on the treadway was substantially less than other areas of the trail.
Consequently, the reduced length of the season. Alteration of existing vegetation
growing adjacent to the trail will reduce the length of the current season.

It is my understanding that based on the input received at the February 15™ meeting
other siting alternatives would allow for utilization of public lands to the cast of the
initially proposed route and within the identified 6000° wide corridor. Beyond the
easterly corridor siting boundary, there appears to be several options for siting of the line
on public lands. 1am confident that environmental issues are of a concern in the siting of
the line. However, these environmental challenges can be addressed and overcome. It is
not uncommen to encounter environmental challenges in this area. Power lines are
located in similar types of situations within this immediate area. One such line is the
powerline from Babbitt to Embarrass which this proposed electrical transmission line will
be interconnected with. :

In closing, I would like to urge that alternative routes be considered and utilized for
the siting of this proposed powerline, especially those which utilize public lands. Both
recreational snowmobile trails and the resultant tourism generated and the need for
electrical power expansion are important for the continued diversification of the economy
of Northeastern Minnesota.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

%dﬁf OQMS '

President, Minnesota United Snowmobilers Association, Region 11
Director, Iron Range Resources and Rehabiliation Board, Trails Division (Ret.)

82



Bill Storm

From: sueron@frontiernet.net

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 9:37 AM

To: Bill. Storm@state.mn.us

Subject: Power Line Route

Bill,

We (Ron Norha -- Russ Norha -- Lois Steichen) own 80 acres at 7865 Bergstedt Road.

SEC: 8 TWP: 60.0 RG:15 NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 (40 acres)
SEC: 8 TWP: 60.0 RG:15 SE 1/4 of NW 1/4 (40 acres)

Our property has numerous 100 year old white and red pines that are within 100 feet of the
existing Lake Country power line. The proposed Minn. Power route would require that these
trees be cut down and would drastically alter our property. OQur proposal is to move the
proposed line To the east side of Bergstedt Road starting at the junction of East Saari
Road and Bergstedt Road. Run the line north to where it would join the north route along
Road 590. This would also eliminate a 90 degree turn at Bergstedt Road and Road 590.

Also the existing Lake Country power line could be left as is.

Ronald T. Norha

80071 Waters of Vermilion Road
Tower, MN 55790

Telephone: 218-753-4716
E-mail: sueron@frontiernei.net



March 6, 2007
Biil Storm, State Planning Director
Energy Planning and advocacy
Routing & Siting Unit
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7t Place Fast, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
(651) 296-9535

RE: MP and GRE Tower Transmission Line Project
Dear Mr. Storm:

I am against Minnesota Power’s (MP) and Great River Energy’s (GRE) proposed power line route, and
favor one of the two dtizen’s routes. The power companies route will split eleven (11) private properties in
half. Seven (7) of those properties have homes/cabins on them. Most citizens are in favor of a new power
line. However, all of the 100+ citizens at the recent public meetings believe routes ate available across nearby
public lands. '

Additienally, the power companies’ route will destroy the elevated sections of the Iron Ore snowmobile
trail. This is a valuable connecting trail between the Taconite trail and the Laurentian trail. MP and GRE
should be required to add the cost of constructing a new snowmobile trail to their power line proposal. This
should be part of the environmental assessment for the power companies’ proposed route.

Thank you for requiring MP and GRE to meet with the citizen’s group. It has helped the group propose
two additional citizen’s routes. Since that time the citizen’s group has met and has found additional routes that
could lower MP’s and GRE’s costs. We know the process needs to end sometime, but we believe MP and GRE
did not review the available options. It was not difficult for an inexperienced citizen’s group to find viable
routes through available public lands. We have created the new routes through the help of the St. Louis County
land department and the Tower office of the Department of Natural Resources. We understand that MP and
GRE are not required to search out public lands, but it should be in their best intetest. If MP and GRE would
take a less impacting approach, private citizens would not look at changing eminent domain legislation.
Currently the legislation gives a ot of control to power utilities. This helps infrastructure get created.
However, if utilities are allowed to run-over private property at will, when public land is available, then new
legistation may be needed. :

We are also concerned that the final substation location is not part of the scoping process. It is our
understanding that the land purchase has not been finalized and that the Substation near Soudan could be a

viable location. Should this not be part of the scoping process?

I have attached our arguments for selecting one of the citizen’s routes. 1 hope this helps with your
environmenital assessment.

Sincezely,

Michael A. Indithar
Vermilion Penguin Snowmabile Clab



MP & GRE Tower Transmission Line Project

j"t(’ ) l?zuz Z/Z

March 6, 2007

Route fron Ore Citizens B Citizens A
Description Snowmaobile Trail Between Snowmobile Trail Most East Route
and Eastern Route
Land Type Private Public Public
Proposed by MP & GRE Citizens Citizens
No. of private parcels split
S anat " ! 0
No. of private edge parcels 0 4 2
No. of Homes 5 0 0
No. of Cabins 2 0 0
Total Structures 7 0 0

Expansion

No room for expansion
especially near the
Milbridge residence

Room for expansion

Room for expansion

Human Health

High risk near structures

None

None

Detrimental - destroys a key
snowmobile frail link

Undeveloped - timber

Undeveloped - timber

Land Use between the Taconite Trail harvested land harvested land
and Luarentian Trail
Destroys austhetics of rural
. snowmobile & the view
Austhetics from 11 landowners which
includes 7 residences.
opp%isﬁ;?tisb?ﬁ:i::%nthe Creates new opporiunities | Creates new opportunities
unmainiainable. Destroys a g gnf !andy oging 9 gnl landy 9ging
tourist opportunity. y ) y ’
Cost Shorter Route / Add new | Medium length route / No Longest Route / No

snowmobile trail cost

snowmobile trail cost

snowmobile trail cost

Flora / Fauna

Crosses 5 trout streams
and a number of wetlands

Crosses 1 trout stream and
skirts wetlands

Crosses large tracts of
wetlands and high ridges.

impacts historical railroad

Archeological/Historical route through the area. Unknown Unknown
Radio / TV interference 7 homes 0 0
1805 EVERETT BAY RD » TOWER/MN +« 55790

PHONE: (218) 753-3127 »

UPNORTHI@FRONTIERNET.NET
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Box 433

Tower, Minnesota 55790
Phone: (218) 753-4311

Embarrass, Minnesoia 55732
Phone: (218) 984-3501

EIL SALTER CO., INC.
“Sosing Hotheve Wiweata fon over HO geans.”

Specializing in:

Commercial Real Estate

Property Management
and Apprdisals

(218) 722-5556

www.fisalter.com

1



Bill Storm

From: dwmeehan@frontiernet.net

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 10.03 PM

To: Bill. Storm@state.mn.us

Subject: Proposed 115 kV Transmission Lin in the Tower/Embarrass Area

From: William Meehan
PO Box 546
Tower, MN 55790

Subject: Proposed 115V Transmission Line in the Tower/Embarrass area

Mr. Storm, I want to go on record as opposing the placement of the northern portion of the
proposed transmission line on the abandon rail grade. Since its abandonment over twenty
years ago the rail grade has turned into a privately owned walking trail. It is not a
public route of transportation. The land owners give the snowmobile club permission to use
the route for their trail. One point that iz very disturbing is the fact that this route
cuts through the middle of many private properties. It doesn't follow survey lines or
normal edges of property. Cutting through the middle of a forty acre lot is way too much
to ask of private landowners, especially when there is an alternate route on public land.
There are twelve landowners on the northern end of the proposed route and all of them are
opposed to this plan. That's 100%. As you know some of the landowners have negotiated two
alternate rotes. I believe these routes should be considered because they were developed
with the power companies and the local county representatives. At this meeting everyone in
the room agreed to some degree that these were viable routes and other then cost there
should be no problem with them. This in my mind was an agreement between all parties.

This old rail grade has caught the attention of the power company as a route because
of its ease to construct. This is troublesome to the local landowners that fear that more
and larger lines will soon follow. In fact a number of the landowners, including myself
will not give permission to the snowmobile c¢lub next year if the power line goes on the
grade. According to the snowmobile club members this will force them to look for funding
of an alternate route, and may cause a negative economic impact on the area if no funding
is available. We can live with the snowmobile trail, but we can't live with anyone
thinking they can use this land for power poles, lines, gas lines, and bike trails just
because it's a snowmobile trail.

I also think the power companies are going to use the added cost of the two
alternate routes to disqualify them. This is not right.

They should not be allowed to just choose the easyest route for themselves and then claim
added costs. This would mean that whatever route they choose first will always win out.

I know you are aware of these issues and T am sending this for you to use as public
input and as a matter of record. I thank you for helping out all parties in this issue and
find your involvement very professional.



The Evangelical |
Free Church
of Embarrass

BRCE Szt

Committed to
Edifying the Saints,
Equipping Workers,
And Evangelizing the World

So that Christ may be
Exalfed.

February 15, 2007 cEH Ty

Dear Mr. Storm:

My name is Mariin Bjornrud, and I am pastor at the Evangelical Free Church of
Embarrass. Please find enclosed, a comment sheet concerning a proposed project in our
area: MP & GRE Tower HVTL Project, PUC Docket No. E015/TL-06-1624.

Thank you,
Trta By

Pastor Marlin Bjornrud
Evangelical Free Church of Embarrass

EFCE
5606 Taylor Road
Embarrass, MN 55732
(218) 984-3402

www_efreechurch.com
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3-7-07

Steven Lotz
9388 Holter Road
Tower, MN 55790
Bill Storm
MN DOC

Re: Tower Transmission Project — Environmental Assessment
Dear Mr. Storm,

The following are specific impacts and mitigative measures that should be covered in
your environmental review for the Tower Transmission Project.

1) The statutory township of Kugler (T 61, R 15) consists of approximately 7,686
acres of privately owned land and approximately 15,354 acres of publicly owned
land. The publicly owned land is not parkland. Over 86% of the public land in
Kugler is State of Minnesota tax forfeited land administered by St. Louis County
(13,240 acres). As suggested by the fact of prior tax forfeiture this is not prime
land. The balance of public land is City of Tower (1080 acres), State (820 acres),
Town of Kugler (120 acres), Federal (40 acres), and St. Louis County Highway
Department (40 acres). The preferred alignment would divide or otherwise
impact privately owned parcels of 1,080 acres, 14% of the privately owned land
in Kugler Township. What impacts can be expected and how might the route be
altered to minimize impacting such a large portion of the property tax base in
Kugler Township?

2} The preferred alignment follows a recreational trail for approximately 5.5 miles.
This existing trail is considered the most likely route for the Mesabi Trail
extension to Tower and Ely. The Mesabi Trail is a paved, multiuse trail.
Minnesota Power has stated that the existing railroad grade in this portion of the
alignment would be a beneficial access to the adjacent proposed power line (2-21-
07, DNR-Tower). Since MP/GRE expects to use the grade for maintenance and
repairs then the grade must be within the easement area. Heavy utility equipment
and a paved trail cannot be expected to be compatible uses of the narrow grade.
Therefore the assessment must include a review of the possible use of this
corridor for a Mesabi Trail extension and the impacts of the loss of this trail
corridor for use as a Mesabi Trail route including additional acquisition and
construction costs for an alterative trail location.

3) William Storm (DOC) stated that trails, especially mechanized trails, and power
lines are not incompatibie (2-13-07, Embarrass Town Hall). This sets aside the
fact that, while power lines may be very similar, trails differ from one to another
In many ways; aesthetics, terrain, openness, the feel of the trail. The assessment
must include a discussion of possible impacts of an immediately adjacent power
line on an existing trail, with the trail being taken up in the easement, including



4)

5)

6)

Loty

possible future uses of the trail, through a forested area with a very limited
amount of current development impacts.

It is reasonable to expect that the simple proposal of this power line alignment on
this trail corridor has already negatively impacted the process of obtaining trail
easements for clubs and government agencies. What increased impacts or
additional impacts may be expected on the process and ease of obtaining trail
easements from private land owners by clubs and government agencies if
approval is granted for the preferred alignment?

The preferred alignment parallels Fuller Creek, a designated trout stream, for
almost a mile and one half as the stream meanders from on side of the grade to the
other (T61 R 15,sections 8, 17, & 20). What impacts can be expected on the
streamn and the watershed from the close proximity for this extended distance,
during installation and with ongoing repairs and maintenance?

The preferred alignment appears to either repeatedly cross or run adjacent to the
Pike River (T60 R 15, section 20). What impacts can be expected
environmentally, recreationally, aesthetically, and archaeologically and how
might these impacts be mitigated?

Alternative routes have been proposed by members of the public. The following may be
considered reasons in support of these alternate routes:

1y

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

Fully two thirds of the land in Kugler Township (T61, R 15) is public land. The
alternate routes utilize this public land to avoid bisecting private holdings and to
impact many fewer private landowners and have impacts only at private parcel
boundaries. Thus impacts would be reduced on residents, private landowners, and
the property tax base.

The alternative routes eliminate impacts on over 5.5 miles of recreational trail and
impact the trail in only two crossings. The trail corridor is also preserved for
future use as a paved, multiuse portion of the Mesabi Trail system.

The alternative routes eliminate impacts on Fuller Creek and eliminates at least 3
crossings, while the preferred route parallels Fuller Creek for over a mile and a
half as the creek meanders from one side of the alignment to the other.

While portions of the alternate routes are a little over a mile from intersecting
roads, portions of the preferred route (both North and South) are also over a mile
from intersecting roads. In fact the South portion of the preferred route runs
cross-country in a fashion very similar to the alternative routes.

The alternative routes would prevent additional negative impacts on the ability to
obtain future trail easements locally, regionally, and statewide.

The alternate routes can accommodate expansion of transmission line capacity
with minimal additional impact and with no impact to human settlement.

The alternative routes minimize negative effects on; human settlements, public
health and safety, land based economies {(specifically tourism), archaeological and
historic resources, and the natural environment.

Steven Lotz
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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Tower HVTL Project
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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Tower HVTL Project
PUC Docket No. E015/T1L-06-1624

Name: Representing:

AANMTY RIUTHILUa MA 8760 HWY 135
WHERE T LIVE

Comment:
AL CTHE BEAWTIFRL PARTS 6F oWwR  PROPERTY WIiLL BEcome

CONTAMINATED 4 WORTHLESS— (NCLUDING PONDS, 4 ofF
DUR BUILDINGS ARE Bwdor sucH THAT THEY cansNoy BE

TAKEN APART OR MoVvED: CAN Yot iMAGINE —+HE WoRK

4 EXPENSE P NONE OF &S WolllD SoRVIVE TaAT. Yo SHoalDd
BUN ot THE “ONLY & AFEECTED PROPERTIES ! FoRk WHAT
+HE omkyg'fes HAVE INVESTED N THEIR FMP:‘:—:&TY -
BUILDINGS | + FIMD THEM A PROPERTY IWST LIKE WHAT
THEY MNOW SWA « Yoil COULDN T — T HEY 'RE Al ONE

OF A KIND spPEcisL PROPERTIES, WE po NaT WAMT
'ﬁ:} Loas &T A B KV POWER, LINE 24T oF SR
WILINDOWS . THAT 15 NOT THE VIEW WE WANT, WE
we D ELEEE_E HAVE BousAY THIS PROFPERTY |- WE
HAD KNOWN THIS, Yok KEPT A LiD ON YouRr

Please submit eomments to meeting moderator or send fo:

William Cole Storm ’ Email: bill.storm(@state mn.us
MDOC _ Voice: 651-296-93535

85 7® Piace East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500 '

St. Paud, MIN 55101-2198
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DEPARTMENT OF
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Comm‘euts Continued:

DECEPTIVE WAYS  THER SPRANG IT oN THE PEPPLE. OR
Did WiND oF.THIS LEAK ocutT —To THE PREVIOLS OWNERSS

WE _DID NoT NEED THIS SYRESS [NV oU® LIVES AT
THIS STAGE oF ouR LIVES, LET |+ BE DOCUMENTED
RIGHT HERE THAT MY HuSBaD  HAS HAD + SURVIVED
o HEART ATT ACKS « THE STRESS oF THIS WillL BE
A CONTREBUTING EACTOR T©6 IS TWUTWRE HEALTH.
Yot ARE RESPONSIBLE PoR <THIS TERRIBLE unCALLED

FeR _STRESS o BOTH OF US . walkK 1N oUR Stoest

TE ONE CF oUR PREUOKS G RANDSONS WAS ALIVE HERE
aN EARTH TopAY, HE WolldkD HAVE LoVE 4+ CoMPASSIGN
+ BE StIcRING 0P FoR HIS GRANDPA + GRANDMA: T
'QA—N’ ::"L\,S'T" HEAR W Scoipinvg Moo w iT# EB&D BAD,
Babl? who i1s st LCKING P FoR_ALe OF us? HGW’ Do
Yoo PECIPE WHO: Yo W Ll Sﬂcﬁ LT To ’7 LUH?3
bECIDES  wite Yo WHLL NeT “sTick 1T To P2
You. MicHT BE AEMMNST WUS NOW, (A RIS TolRSY
TURNVY WPSibE pownN WOERLD, B»L‘r THANMKS BE To OUR
PDEAR HEAVENLY FENTHER, 0 WR DEAR LORD TESUS, ¥
sl DEAR HtoL SF’&R&H‘,,W‘E Rvew WHoe wWINS v THE
EMD: Do Yo HAVE A CONSGIENCE L GIVE ALL THE
oM ME /T _S'HEE'I’.SI, FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE A&AINST
T HE STRANGE ROWTE [DEAS, To ThE INVESTIGATIVE
wri= Pai‘%‘r’ERSE LUISTEN To THE PLEPEE 9F ALLEGIANCE
WITH (MPUrT FReM ToanN WAYNE L THEY PLAY IT o
KM RADIO, oPEN ROAD CHANNEL, BILL MACR sHOW,
WHICH TomMES op At L AM  WEER DAYS m—F .
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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Tower HVTL Project
PUC Docket No. E015/TL-06-1624

Name: Representing:

F760 HWY |35 PROFERTY

NANCY RiUHILUGMAA !
WHERE I LIVE

F O BoxX HHg
THWER MN 535790 \

Comment:
STRAMGE ROUWTES HAVE BEEMN CHOSEN FoR THE HE KV -

POWER LINE, o  THIS 15 AOT ACCEPTARBLE ., THE [ AW
Yo ARE TRYING TO &5 BY WAS FOR A SITUXATIoN (N
SOUTHERM MN 4+ AeT EoR A S (TUATI OA) tN NORTHERN
MN, T SADDENS w ALARMS ME WHEA YouR MEETING
PRE SENTERS USE _INTIMIDATING EMINENT DomalN
BML-LY//UG-:, SIVE SARCASTIC ﬁr_—-siﬁon}s@s/ UsE £3 YCH&L@@{@AL
SANE S, GIVE CONTRADICTING STATEMENTS, MAKE FALSE
STATEMENTS, CIRCLE ARCUND PEOPLES QUE S TIONS
WITHOUWT CIVING ANSWERS ~ SHowW Ao RESPECT FOR
EINE COMNCERNED <ITIZENS WHEN THEY ARE SPEAKIMG,
IT WAS MCeRE imMmPoRTANT Fds’Q_THEM T BE DISRUPTIVE
W TALK AMNONGST THEMSELNVES. A PRESENTER [WAS
ASKED [F HE Wouid LIkE 1T oN HIS PROPERTY oR

Please submit comments to meeting moderator or send to:

Email: biil.storm(@state.mn.us

| o ¥

‘William Cole Storm
MDOC Voice: 651-296-0335
85 7" Place East Fax: 651-297-7891
Suite 500
St. Paul, MIN 55101-2198
r(MSGTA
. DEPARTIEINT OF
: “COMMERCE
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Comme;lts Continued:
) : i
BY ONE 4+ HE ANSWERED UNG .

(T kE woweld CIVE
MM DEPT oF coMMER,c&:,

MM Pu\,{.’ER &REAT RIVER ENZJ'I\C;V

e wHeEVER ELSE) CAN CHOOSE A ROUTE OEE OF
Wit CANT EysN

PRIVATE (WHICH INSLUDES PEJPLE
BE BY A MICROWAVE OVEN, LET ALONE A jl5 KV
PauwER LWE}.,»C,M{RQH PROPERT Y: SHAME onN YOU~—

(S CofMMond 5&/\;’55 WHEN MPrPS SHow

TAX FOREEIT 51’4‘1‘5 LAND ?

PULLL  THLS STRESS FUL. [/
THERE (S5 STILL

WHERE
R GE SectionNs oF
You  bo Mol HAVE TO

Ri&H T+ MWRONG. AND THIS IS WRoNG, F Can
luNﬁEﬁSTﬁND WHY You wWoll)D &REED FOR SUR
EAND, \WWHERE FOLKS MHAVE BEEN SeETT LEDS
ESTABLISHED FOR YEARS -~ WHERE THE HisToRIC
ABANDONED RAILROAD BED 15; THAT TRAMWS HALLED
THE _F(RST [RON oRE owrT oF HERE ON, WHEAN THE
q-rea;E HAs PROPERTY » CAUSES aneE o LoSE
i’?EspEcr o ALl OF YOU.. TFE Yol PusH TH#HIS e
US, T Wil AT STAY: YoU WML BE FORCING ME
To WALK AWAY (ABANDON), HAVE =INANCIAL RULN,
4 GATHERING (OFF OF OUR PROP@-:RT\/\ RULIN. YoU__HAVE
BEEAN. GIVEN waY¥ TOo MUCH cowﬁor_-éf POWER TG
RUIN, PERHAPS TRAT |S WKAT You DEEP DOWA WANT
+To Do TO EVERYONE AEFECTED: THEN Yowu ARE 1IN
THE BUSINESS dF RUWINING . AND You Dop T
\VALUE PEOPLE, POES 1T MAKE You HAPPY T
BE INVOLVED (N FINANCIALLY RUWINING PEOPLE -
MA KNG THEIR LNIQUE PROPERTIES (THAT THEY
WORKED HARD + LoN& TO BE ABLE TO _PURCHASE)
(GOCD WoRR ETHIC PESPLE) WORTHILESSY

)
IAEQB\Power Plant Siting\Projects - Active\GRE Tower h’\’?L‘.Projeé: ManagementPublic Comment Shest.doc




=
Rochidoers =/3

Comments Continuned:

Al REidM q'rmucés D6 ARISE WHEN PECPLE MEED 17
SELI. THEIR PROPERTY (NO oNE wollld BUY
AF‘Fffcj-.Eb PJQ@PER‘TY:)_- Po Yol CARE?D WE WERE
FREE To CHOOSE WHERE WE DREAM To &IVE,
SPE Fileaely, NEAR THE Lﬂc}tRENﬁ&M‘ DWIDE 4 LAKE
VERMILION . PLE—“ﬁs‘E}. K(NDLY, KEEZP THE (15 £V EPoWwER
LINE AWAY FRromM WHERE FOLKS + CHURUE ARE
ESTABLISHED + SETTLED) PLEASE. PLEASE CARE,
Yok _BAfeW  You C AN PUTT IS LINE 2 WHERE
PZopRLE aAReEN'T { ‘
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Public Comment Sheet
MP & GRE Tower HVTL Project MAR 7 2007
PUC Docket No. E015/TL-06-1624

'MN {}ept cn Cdmﬂzcn.e

Name: NANCY R ((HILUOMA Representing: 8760 HWY (35
PO Box #44§ PRIVATE PROPERTY WHERE
TowWER MA 55750 I LIVE

MARCH X087

Comment:
RED Fipacs comiE UP Al oVER THE PiACE, ALL S TUATIONS ARE

NOT _THE SAME .. EACH S (TusTIon) |5 DIFFERENT + SHOULD BE
TREATED inMDIvIDIALLY. iN THIS SITUATION, /N KUELER | T HE
[15 KV, rMeRE, + meRE POWER LINES CaN BE JEE EAST BY

THEMS ELVES . ARRCEANT (NTUMIDATING BULLYING EMINENT
IN THIS

D OMAIRN ciﬁ-N BE REMIVED FROM Ul VocABUWLARN

SITUATION: EMINENT DeMAIN T0 ME' EQUALS LIE, CHEAT,
ROB, STEAL , DESTRGY. i HERE WERE THE LREAT MmIMDS OF
Yot PLF\NI\)ERS?HOW C AW ‘foLL WiTH A CLEAR coNsc;E‘Nth,

TUSTIFY &eiNG CVER HCOWSES OSWN TTHE MIDDLE OF
ESPECIALLY

PRIVATE PROPERTY NEXT TC0 A ¢ H ULRCH
J N
1S TAX FeRFEIT ¥ STATE LAAMD (N THIS

WHEN PHERE
ST ATION, YeaR o7 o 3R s wWAaTH Wil BE oA ol HeusE,

L THE TAX FORFENT + STATE LAND Yol HAVE ROoM TOR

Please submit comments to meefing moderator or send to:

William Cole Storm Email: bill storm(@state.mn.us
MDOC . Voice: 651-296-93535

835 7™ Place East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 35101-2198
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Commgnts Continued:
137, Q'WiBRﬁ SWATHS , DiD WIND 08 THIS LEAK 0T Te |

SR 3. ok MORE PREVIOUS OWAUNERS oFE Ot R PROPERTY +

EHTHER '4'P_EQOP-ERTIES? THeSE SeciiERS @ot +HER ¥
(DOLLARS). THEN Yot WANT TO FORCE U5 To ABSORE
EINANGOAL RuN (= pon'y 1wk So L ABSo L LT ELY
wa\ (N AWHAT MARY. EROM A ROUND THE KSA
n:scms:_ NoRTIHERN MAN AS ALREADY HA\/ENGf- A
“Qot_f‘_\f!v/_;?{_‘g_c_:f@" EConG fny/, WHILE Yol PICK+ CHoos

MARE DEALS W(TH OTHERS. THE ABANDONED HISTORIG
RAILRCAD BeED REVERITED BACK TO PRIVATE PROPERTY
LOULS CAUATY ATLAS SIVES ANC

iN KA GEA SR -~ T ST

COWNERS: SANT
REFERENTE Fo A RA(LROAD
BPRIVATE PROPERTY , TAX COREELT STATE LAND , £TC.
FAMILIARIZE Yon.R&?L«—Lr on -erz EXPLS SION Aff
EVELETH TACONITE +THE AMOUNT oF POWER
INVCLVED Q/WH*&-'!“ 1T DD To THAT YounNG ENGINEER
(T CREMATED HIM AT HowW MANY TIMES MORE HEAT
THAN 13 (LSED AT CREMATION PLACES?). DO THE MENTH
5 KV PowER. LINME WORLD BE. Do THE
(NVOLVED | F T WwWAS DOIWBLED

SN WHAT THE
MATH aN THE POWER
= ﬁ‘Rif’LED: WE Woluld BE EXPosED T6 THAT DAN A~
DAY ouT BECAUSE THAT L5 JUR PRIVATE PROPERTY

T AM NoT WILLING o BE A HUMAN EXPERIMEN TS

Dow T WANT EBAMILY ¢ FRIUENDS EXPOSED E [THER.

THIS STAGE

o )
GLLR “""‘Lf"\,L c/bc:&@‘/ t‘fEﬁff—“TH MaNEY AT

OE &R L.,:FE ..S’Huf,u.ﬁ AT BE’ SPEMT EIGHTING LAW.)/
SE ERS/CO&FORA-T'ZONS wWHe ARE

coﬂxPﬁNLES/P RE SEN
:!Z.fE CH’EAT EDB ST-EAL DESTROY O UR

SN LY ew::r’ To
PRIVATE E%agﬁ&’r\é L OUR HE‘ L H oL Il DIAGS
G AR Etglgﬁgfcgs CUR UATER SALPLY Samﬂcg_,, A
T’\._QB\PowerPlam Siting\Projects - Acnve\GR.E Tower HVTL\Pr oJcct Management\Public Cornment Sheet.doc .
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PAGE 3

Comments Confinued:

oL LETCH Fc: AD, SUR TAMARACKS 7+ CAEf*NS‘!MG-/
CiLTERING CATTAILS + FEN  CUR wﬁ"ﬁtr&m}é} CUR \:_;__E__u_f_
THERE IS AL&E’;—%—DP‘ HEALTH Ru.!/\/ FROM THE STKESS, THIS 5
ALREADY DRAINING ouR ENEREY. THiS (S ALREADY TAKING
L5 1S ALREADY CAUSING ADDED EXPENSE,

UP . OWR_TIME,
L look AT MY HUSBAND +SEE _SADNESS. ConNaAMINATED
PRCF‘EI\TY E&LLAL‘S 2LdA vt e EADS To wWRRTHLIESS
.PRGPFrcry SUHICH LEADS T FINANUAL RUA. BE:;M{SE =
CtRLLLMS‘T“;"rNCES AROSE WHERE AN OWNER CHeSE T
sEtte Mo opE WoulD BUY IT— MO ONE WwokD TFouch

'--:"‘r‘—— T Wanop BE LIKE THERE (S5 LEPROSY L—(—EREJ
ol LD ;\fo; MH—N"” THE SE

ey Do PEopLE ARCUND THE
K!MD POW’E’}Q LINES A EAR }"EOPLE’D WE 5N0LVMGE9iLC,

i1 L5 ANoT c-aap FOR SnNoWMeBILLE TRALILS TO B& 5}5 |
UE KV ~+~MERE KV + MoRE KV s POWER L INES. ALL

TUILS DEESA T SEEM To MATTER To You AS LONe
o YouR HOUSES, SeMETHING

AS Yeu ARE comMmFY CoZY
WRONEGE wWiTH THIS SCENARIS ¢ ANCTHER EXAMPLE oF
ClgonE AMUCKY, ook PasT YOUR AEENDA T FUSH
SNEY YouR WAV ¥ GET BACK Te THE TRUTH THAT
LERE  |S AX TSREE(T - STATE LAND, WE 'RE ToLd BY
PRESENTERS To Eo TO SAINT PAUL MEETINGS — TARING
We_ouR tTyme, ENBREY, HEAL,TH MONEN~— aNEY To FIAD
o T 1N G’L{L—Y— it \,U‘AS QRAN\AAP.F) DoewA) ouR THREATS —
T WS TIWE, ENERGY, HEAL:I’H MmaMEY wasTED , WHE STICKS
@ET SR ComMBENT SHEETS

AP FolR WE THE PECPLE.
ST T iINVESTIENTIVE REP&R,TERSL,%’; *4’!, ~- T

T <O MEOHME TO CoME T ool ALDt Helt? US eET
CLommoh SENSE PosiTIVE RESWLTS WE WANT-

THE
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TO! WILLIAM Coil STorm
MDD ac-
8w TTH prAace s2AsST
SrTE Hoo
EANVNT Pau MAN
BE01-219g

THIS IS -5 MiLe ¢F oWk DRIVE WA Y-
ABANPONED RR BED— ANOW PRIVATE
PRO PERTY

THIS (53 oupRr FEN

T AAS ANO INCET OR
OUT LET g HAS 4 PH ARCUND MEWTRAL .
WATER LEVEL ALWAYS ABORT THE samE,
THERE ARE CEECHES LINVING A IT. 1T IS
THE LEVEL OF O0uRrR Wt WATER, L&

THINK T IS THE SAME WATER
TABLE + WE Do NOT WaANT 70 HAVE
A CHANGE To RWN THAT BY
CoNST

RUSTION AND SPRAY/AMé LATER,

FROM ! NORMAN + N ALCY RITHILUGAMA,

8760 HwWY 135

TOWER MAN 55790
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Michael E. Morley, Jr. H
1104 North Fayal Avenue
Eveleth, MN 55734 | MAR 7 2007
(218)780-5957
morleym@co.st-louis.mn.us Fid Dot of Commerce

SRR (111} | 3-0)9)

William Cole Storm

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 Seventh Place East

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

March 3, 2007
Dear Mr. Storm:

I am writing concerning the Embarrass-Tower HVTL project (PUC Docket No.
EO015/TL-06-1624). I would like to apologize for not getting this to you sooner, but I was
just made aware of the routes proposed by the citizens’ committee. In looking at these
routes I do believe they would be the best option as far as avoiding human conflict as
much as possible, though it is my impression that they could be easily dismissed as not
being cost feasible because of the added length and the fact that they do not fall into the
original proposed corridor for the line. Because of these factors, I am submitting the
attached route for consideration.

I believe that the enclosed route would be the best alternative for the landowners and
snowmobilers as a whole, while keeping the total length of the line about the same total
length as that of the route proposed by the applicants. The route I am proposing would
run mostly through public, tax-forfeit property while staying on or near property lines
where private property cannot be avoided. It also better avoids the sensitive ecosystems
of Fuller’s Creek and the adjacent wetlands.

The major objection many have with the applicants’ route following the Iron Ore Grant-
in-Aid Snowmobile Trail is that it passes through the middle of the private properties
affected, nowhere near the property lines. The justification the applicants are using for
their route is that is an “established corridor”, though it amounts to nothing more than a
twenty foot wide snowmobile trail running along an abandoned rail grade. There is no
current right-of-way and there would still be a need for significant clearing of forested
areas to accommodate the line. The route I am proposing would require little more
clearing of forested areas and add little extra total length to the line than that of the
current proposed route, while mitigating the negative effects on the landowners involved.

As I am sure you already know, the applicants’ proposed route along the Iron Ore Trail
has caused a number of the involved landowners to serve notice to the snowmobile club
that operates the trail that after this season the club will no longer have permission to pass
through their properties. These landowners, who receive no compensation for allowing



the trail, feel that if this trail is going to leave them susceptible to a project such as this
proposed line and seemingly any other similar infrastructure project, it makes no sense to
continue to give permission to allow a grant-in-aid trail through their properties. Other
areas of the same abandoned rail grade that run through private property and have no trail
are totally grown over and are barely distinguishable as a former rail grade. I doubt these
areas would ever be regarded as an established corridor for a project such as this. Is this
how these landowners should be rewarded for sacrificing a part of their properties for
public recreation and the betterment of the local economy? Allowing the applicants to use
the reasoning that a grant-in-aid trail constitutes an “existing corridor” would set a
disturbing precedent that could jeopardize this state’s entire grant-in-aid trail system,
cause irreparable damage to the local tourism industry, and possibly damage the tourism
industry anywhere grant-in-aid trails are a vital part of the economy.

In addition, the route I am proposing would mitigate any possible damage to Fuller’s
Creek and the adjacent wetlands by moving the route onto the higher ground to the east.
The applicants’ proposed route closely follows the creek for a distance of over a mile
while crossing it up to five times. This is a stream that I have fished trout in since I was a
child. I doubt that the construction process and the herbicides used in the maintenance of
power lines would have a positive impact on this sensitive ecosystem.

It seems to me that the only factor considered by the applicants in their route is cost,
regardless of the impact their route would have on area residents and the environment. I
believe that if the alternate routes are examined more closely and all the factors spelled
out in statute 4400.3150 truly are considered, the choice to move to an alternate route will
be an easy one. There are many other people who share my feelings about this project
and we are prepared to fight for our collective voice to be heard every step of the way.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Morley, JIr.
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March 6, 2007

William C. Storm

Minnesota Department of Commerce
State Planning Director

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Mr. Storm:

After much thought about writing a comment letter to you about the proposed power line
route, I realize that my original speech given before all the people present at the February
13, 2007 meeting in Embarrass covers my thoughts best. T am enclosing that speech on
paper as | presented it that night.

Since our meeting with all parties involved at the DNR Office in Tower, I am left with
one big question. Iknow you gave the citizens group a chance at a second route that
night. Our second choice was /4 mile further west than the first proposal. We had
another route picked out beforehand that was another % mile further west. I am sending
you a map of the suggested 3™ citizens route. If cost becomes a critical factor on which
route to use, I would like this proposal to go on record as another way of making our
citizens routes less costly. Ido not trust MP and GRE for supposedly helping us in good
faith. They were all too willing to put taped routes on their map knowing that these
routes were outside of the proposed alignment corridor and were longer.

May I repeat one more time. We are not against a new power line. Qur request is for the
power companies to abandon their choice of following the Iron Ore Trail route which is
mostly on private land, to a route further east that is on mostly public land.

Thank you,

iy Lo

Gary Skogman

Vermilion Penguin Snowmobile Club
Trail Coordinator

1744 Everett Bay Road

Tower, MN 55790

(218) 753-4623



Thank you,

My name is Gary Skogman and I am the Trail Coordinator for the Vermilion Penguin
Snowmobile Club. We are the club that is in charge of the Iron Ore Trail. This is the
snowmobile trail that MP and GRE wants to use for their powerline alignment route. We

realize that many snowmeobile trails are built along power line routes and we thank the
power companies.

[ would like to give you a little history of this snowmobile trail. During the 1980°s many
of the snowmobile routes in this area were completed. The Taconite Trail was finished
trom Ely westward to Grand Rapids. The Babbitt Club connected a trail from the
Taconite Trail thru Babbitt to the Giants Ridge area. The Virginia area club had the
Laurentian Trail that connected Giants Ridge and went westward until it reached the
Taconite Trail north of the Sand Lake area. This created a circle route of 180 miles—a
long trip. In the 80°s the DM&IR abandoned its railroad between Ely and Embarrass.
The land along this railroad route was given back or sold to the adjacent land owners.
This land then became private land.

At this time our club pursued the idea of trying to establish a snowmobile route between
Tower-Soudan and Embarrass. This 16 mile trail would provide a crosslink making 2-—
90 mile loops to the previously mentioned trail. With a lot of hard work our club was
able to get permission from all the many landowners and establish the Iron Ore Trail.
Money for the maintenance of this trail came through the Grant-in-Aid system managed
by the DNR and Trails & Waterways Division. For the first 14 years our club contracted
with the IRRB trail grooming people to groom this trail. This division of the IRRB was
disbanded and we were on our own to continue with the grooming of this trail. We

purchased additional grooming equipment so we could take care of this trail. This came
at a cost of many thousands of dollars.

Now the need for more power in our area threatens the very existence of our trail. MP
and GRE want to use approximately 6 miles of this trail for a new power line. We do not
question the need for more power in this area or the construction of a new power line.

We question their route selection. By them using the route of the Iron Ore Trail it would
make a beautiful trail almost useless. This old railroad grade is built up in the air where it
crosses many low land and creek areas. After they clear the route to a width of about 100
feet this trail would no longer hold snow and be windy. It would be like having a trail
built on top of the Great Wall of China. Furthermore, the land owners in this area would
no longer give us permission to cross their private land.

A very easy solution can be made to all our problems. The route of this powerline could
be moved a little further East and be built on all the public land that parallels the Iron Ore
Trail. This entire route is on more highland and has been extensively logged over in

recent years. It is mostly small growth poplar. Construction of a powerline in this area
would not be difficult.

The most important thing to remember about this route is that they would be using public
land (our land) and not be taking private land away from our friends and neighbors.

b Y

Where 1s the heart of Big Business?
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