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PUC Docket ET2/TL-06-980

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMEHCE

RECEIVED

OCT 6 2006

M/slUept of 6ommerce
Front Desk

Please share your comments on or propose route alternative(s) to Great River
Energy's proposed Mud Lake to Wilson Lake transmission line project. Your
comments will he considered in developing the scope of the Environmental
Assessment that will be conducted on the proposed project.

M (Use lack of page fin addiUunal comments.)
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Comments must be received by October 6. 2006. Turn in this form tonight or mail to

Adam Sotataki, Project Manager
Minnesota Department of Commerce - Energy Facility Permitting

85 7th Place East, Sre. 5QO
Saint Paul, MN 55 10 J -2 198

651-296-2096 phone 651-297-7891 fax

or email comments lo: adamsokolslci@3iaie.mn. us
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RECEIVED

WILSON LAKE PROJECT QCT 6 2006

NOTICE OF PETITION

DESCRIPTION

\ do understand and support that there is a public need for higher voltage
power lines. However, I strongly oppose the proposed plan for installation of
the power lines and demand that they be rerouted.

We the Petitioners/Landowners on State Highway 18, in Crow Wing County,
Minnesota, submit the following petition to reroute the Wilson Lake 115kv
transmission Hue to the existing 69kv transmission line currently existing and
in use.

We are opposed for the following reasons;

1) Right of way issues. Approximately 35 feet of the home owners land will
be terminated.
2) Valuable trees and scenery will be destroyed.
3) Privacy of land owners will be invaded by loss of tree coverage.
4) Noise from the proposed line will be present.
5) The scenic view of the highway will become non-rural/metropolitan.
6) Decrease the potential resale value of properties.
7) Proposes an increased safety hazard to pedestrians, landowners, children,
and emergency personnel when dealing with downed power lines.

We demand that the 115kv Wilson Lake transmission line be rerouted to the
existing 69kv transmission line currently in use.
This would be a much more logical, cost effective route considering the
existing 69kv line is already constructed and maintained.
This would eliminate all above issues a?id would need no further
consideration.

Thank you,
The Petitioners
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RECEIVED
WILSON LAKE PROJECT

OCT 6 2006

NOTICE OF PETITION
ront Desk

DESCRIPTION

I do understand and support that there is a public need for higher voltage
power lines. However, I strongly oppose the proposed plan for installation of
the power lines and demand that they be rerouted.

We the Petitioners/Landowners on State Highway 18, in Crow Wing County,
Minnesota, submit the following petition to reroute the Wilson Lake 115kv
transmission line to the existing 69kv transmission line currently existing and
in use.

We are opposed for the following reasons:

1) Right of way issues. Approximately 35 feet of the home owners land will
be terminated.
2) Valuable trees and scenery will be destroyed,
3) Privacy of land owners will be invaded by loss of tree coverage.
4) Noise from the proposed line will be present.
5) The scenic view of the highway will become nou-niral/raetropolitan.
6) Decrease the potential resale value of properties.
7) Proposes an increased safety hazard to pedestrians, landowners, children,
and emergency personnel when dealing with downed power lines.

We demand that the 115kv Wilson Lake transmission line be rerouted to the
existing 69kv transmission line currently in use.
This would be a much more logical, cost effective route considering the
existing 69kv line is already constructed and maintained.
This would eliminate all above issues and would need no further
consideration.

Thank you,
The Petitioners
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Adam Sokolski ^ 7L -

From: Sandra Museus [lrsmuseus@brainerd.net]

Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2006 11:23 AM

To: Adam.Sokolski@state.mn.us

Subject: Great River Energy's proposed Mud Lake to Wilson Lake transmision line project

Adam Sokolski, Project Manager,

We have lived along State Highway 18 for 30 years. We moved here to an agricultural area to raise a family
and a few cows in a very rural setting. We own fourty acres along the highway and our adult son owns the thirty
acres to the east of our farm. About seven years ago we have stopped pasturing the cows adjacent to the
highway ( about a fourth of the land bordering the highway was pasture and the rest of the land adjacent to the
highway already has mature white pines along the highway frontage) thus allowing brush and small tree
seedlings to flourish where pasture once was. We planted many pine seedlings in that pasture area and behind
the seedlings we hired a tree spade to transplant several rows of 15-20 foot pine trees to create a screen from the
highway. Taking down natures tree and brush cover will cause more highway noise and lack of privacy provided
by this beautiful natural screen of trees and vegetation. The majestic white pines are one of the few stands left in
the area and should be allowed to stand not be destroyed for a transmission line. Taking down 35 feet of trees
and vegetation on either side of the proposed power line will also decrease property values along the proposed
route, because the rural look and feel of our homes and farms will be turned into a more urban area and the rural
appeal will be lost.

We own and operate a greenhouse/nursery business along the highway where we live, Country Roots
Nursery. We believe in the most organic means possible to produce a quality product for our customers. The
power line proposed will be maintained in the future years with harsh pesticides. We do not want harsh pesticides
on our ag land or by our greenhouse/nursery business. Pesticides have been proven to harmful, and we are
strongly opposed to their use near our home and also our business. Adjacent to our highway frontage on the
eastern side is low and grows cattails both on our property and our sons. Applying these pesticides will harm
these wetland areas and expose the groundwater to pesticides. Our water table is extremely high and we are
concerned about the pesticide affects to us and to wildlife.

Please, consider rerouting the Wilson Lake 115kv transmission line to the existing 69kv transmission line
currently existing and in use. I do understand the need for transmission lines but this higher voltage line could be
routed to the existing line without unnecessary loss of trees and vegetation , the right of way issues, the
pesticides concerns, the loss of land owners privacy and decrease in property values and the loss of more rural
land to urbanization. Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

\
Les and Sandra Museus (218-764-3297)
17698 State Hwy 18
Brainerd, MN 56401

10/9/2006


