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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS  
 

Certificate of Need Application 
In the Matter of the Xcel Energy Certificate of Need Application for Three 115 kV 

Transmission Lines in Southwestern Minnesota  
PUC Docket E002/CN-06-154  

 
 

February 21, 2007 February 22, 2007 February 22, 2007 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Murray County Govt Ctr  Lincoln County Courthouse Marshall Municipal Utilities 
Courts Bldg Meeting Room Assembly Room 113 South 4th Street 
2848 Broadway  319 North Rebecca Street Marshall, MN 
Slayton, MN Ivanhoe, MN 
 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Xcel Energy has applied to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) for a Certificate of Need proposing to build and operate three 115 kilovolt 
(kV) electric transmission lines in southwestern Minnesota.  The Minnesota Department of 
Commerce (DOC) Energy Facilities Permitting Unit will hold public information meetings at the 
dates, times and locations above to inform the public about the project and the regulatory 
proceedings; discuss environmental, social and economic issues of importance in the area 
potentially affected; and to gather public input into the scope of the Environment Report (ER) to 
be prepared for the project.  The meetings provide the public an opportunity to ask questions 
about the project, and to suggest alternatives and specific impacts to address in the ER. 
 
Representatives of DOC, PUC and Xcel Energy will be at the meeting to describe the proposed 
project and answer questions.  
 
Project Description 
 
The transmission lines proposed by Xcel Energy will each be 115 kilovolts (kV) and will 
connect the following substations: 
 

• A 10 – 15 mile line from the Lyon County Substation near Balaton to the Marshall 
Southwest Substation near Marshall.   

• A 15 – 20 mile line between the Fenton Substation near Chandler and the Nobles 
County Substation near Worthington.  

• A 10 – 15 miles line between the Yankee Substation south of Hendricks to the 
Brookings County Substation near Brookings, South Dakota.   



The routes which the proposed lines would follow, if approved, have not yet been determined 
by Xcel Energy.  The transmission line routes will be reviewed through a separate PUC or local 
government permitting process expected to begin sometime in mid to late 2007.   
 
This project is part of a series of projects intended to increase transmission capacity to export 
wind energy generated on the Buffalo Ridge to Xcel Energy’s customers.  In addition, the project 
intends to resolve electric reliability issues in the city of Marshall.   
 
Certificate of Need 
 
Xcel Energy has applied for a Certificate of Need from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the proposed project.  This proceeding is the only proceeding in which a no-
build alternative and the size, type, timing, system configuration and voltage of the proposed 
project will be considered.   
 
The PUC has one year from December 4, 2006, to complete the Certificate of Need process and 
make a decision on the project.  Copies of the Certificate of Need application are available at the 
PUC web page below, or by contacting the DOC.   
 
If issued a Certificate of Need by the PUC and route permits by the PUC or a local government, 
Xcel Energy may exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire the land necessary for the 
project pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 216E.12 and Minnesota Statutes Chapter 117.   
 
The DOC will conduct the meetings.  The DOC is responsible for analyzing the Certificate of 
Need application and administering the environmental review process for the Commission.  The 
PUC is the agency responsible for determining if the transmission lines proposed are needed.   
 
Environmental Report and Public Comment Period 
 
The Environmental Report (ER) is a written document that describes the human and 
environmental impacts of the proposed facilities, alternatives to the project and methods to 
mitigate anticipated adverse impacts.  The ER must be prepared before the PUC can make a 
decision on the Certificate of Need application.  The public information meetings and comment 
period are your opportunity to participate in the determination of the content or “scope” of the 
ER.   
 
Written public comments can be sent to the address below until March 14, 2007.  Once the scope 
is determined, the DOC staff will prepare the ER which will be introduced into the record at a 
public hearing to be scheduled, noticed and held at a later date.    
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Additional Information and Mailing List 
 
If you would like to obtain additional information about the transmission lines proposed, the 
regulatory proceedings, the environmental review process, or to be added to the mailing list for 
future notices regarding environmental review of this project, please contact Mr. Adam Sokolski, 
651-296-2096, Minnesota Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 
55101, adam.sokolski@state.mn.us . 
 
You may add your name to the mailing list for future notices or obtain documents relevant to this 
proceeding through the Commission’s web site at:   
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18664
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