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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Morris Wetland Management Distct

43875 230th St.
Morris, MN 56267

August 25,2006

Al Koeckeritz

Manager, Delivery Project Development
Otter Tail Power Company
215 S. Cascade Street
P.O. Box 496
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496

Dear Mr. Koeckeritz:

Please consider this your letter of authorization to replace the existng electrcal trsmission
system on the Hegland Waterfowl Production Area in Lac Qui Parle County, Minnesota (T.
1 19N, R. 43W S. 4). You informed me that you can instll the new transmission system entirely
within your existing right-of-way on the eas side of Highway 119 so there is no need for
additional right-of-way. Please instll the replacement poles and lines between August 1 and
April 1 to avoid the primar spring bird nesting season on the waterfowl production area. If these

dates don't work for you, please call to discuss alternative dates to minimize wildlie disturbance.
This letter of authorization is valid immediately and expires on December 31, 2008. The
authorization can be extended if the project is not completed by that date.

Tha you for the excellent coordination and cooperation you have provided on this project. I
particularly appreciate your wilingness to stay within the existing right-of-way on the waterfowl
production area and your willngness to bury lines and eliminate redundant lines on the adjacent
state owned land, to minimize wildlife harm caused by the transmission lines.

Sincerely,

l~¡ttl
Wetland District Manager

cc: L. Fairchild, FWS
D. Soehren, DNR
D. Trauba, DNR
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Lac qui Parle Wildlie Management Area
14047 20th STNW

Watson, MN 56295

Augt 29, 2006

Mr. AI Koeckentz
Ottr Tail Power Company
215 S. Cascade Street
PO Box 496
Fergus Falls, MN 56538

RE: Appleton to Canby Tramission Line Upgrde

Dea Mr. Koeckentz:

Ths letter is meat to acknowledge that wildlife staf from the Miesota Deparent of
Natu Resources, Lac qui Parle Wildlife Mangement Area have been workig closely
with Oter Tail Power Company on the Appleton to Canby Tramission Line project. I
would like to thank Otter Tail Power Company for being proactive in bnngig all
interested paries to the table early in the procèss. Due to ths early coordination
including at least two site visits, I.bèlieve we have a plan that mizes, and in some
areas actuy enhances the landscape fotgrsland dependent wildlife species.

The plan thus far is a cooperative venture between Ottr Tail Power Company and
Agrte Electrc Cooperative and discussions have centere on tranmission/electrcal
distbution lies in Sections 27, 28, and 34 of Appleton Township (T120N R43W). At
this time the plan briefly consist of such:

1) Keep the Oter Tail Power Company Appleton to Canby Tranmission Line
(upgrade 115kV) in the present easement right-of':way as it crosses the Lac qui
Parle Wildlife Management Area (prane landscape) in Sections 27 & 28,
Appleton Townhip.

2) Remove two Agrite Electric Cooperative overhead electrical distrbution lines
and one Oter Tail Power Company electrical distbution line that cross portons
of Sections 27, 28, & 34, Appleton Townhip.

3) Burg an electrca distrbution line across thé Lac qui Parle Wildlife
Management Area. At ths time the actual route is unown until a decision is
mae relative to futue electrca service (Agralite or Otter Tail) to the cusomer
located in Section 34.

I believe this is an accurte sumar of our discussions to date.
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I look forward to futue discussions, espeialy as related to options for reducing bird
ste mortty (visibilty markers, limiting/condening the number ofhonznta wis)

associated with the native prane and Miesota River crossings.

Sincerely,

¡a~
David R. Trauba
Wildlife Maer
La qui Parle WM
14047 20th ST NW
VVatson, MN 56295
320-734-451

Cc: John Schladweiler, Assistat Regional Wildlife Mager, New UIm
Kala Ihs, Lands & Mieras, New U1
Gerad Johnn, Federa Assisce Coordintor

Joyce Pickle, Environmental Scientist, HDR Co.\
Steve Delehaty, USFVVS
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Minnesota Deparment of Natural Resources
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program, Box 25

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-40_

Phone: (651) 259-5107 Fax: (651) 296-1811 E-mai: sarah.hoffmanêdn.state.mn.us

May 11, 2006

Ms. Michelle Bissonnette
IIR Engieerig, Inc.
6190 Golden Hils Dnve
Mineapolis, MN 55416-'1567

Re: Request for Natual Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Canby to Appleton Trasmission Line

NH Contact #: ERDB 20060840 County Townslun Range Sections
Yellow Medicine 1I5N 45W 24,25

1l5N 44W 5-8, 17-20

Lac Qui Parle 116N 44W 5-8, 17-20,29-32
1I7N 44W 13-17,20-24,29,32
117N 43W 4,5.8.9, 16-21

118N 43W 4,5,8,9.16.17,20,21,28,29,32.33
119N 43W 4,5.8,9,16,17,20,21,28,29,32,33

Swift 120N 43W 15. 16,21,22,27,28.32-34

Dear Ms. Bissonnette,

The Miesota Natural Hentage database has been reviewed to determe if any rarplant or animal
species or other signifcant natural feafues ar known to occur within an approximate one-mie radius of the
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request. Based on this review, there ar 60 known
occurences of rar species or native plant communities in the area seached (for detas, see enclosed database
pritout and explanation of selected fields). Following are specific comments for only those elements that

may be impacted by the proposed project. Rare feature occurrences not listed below are not anticipated to be
affected by the proposed project.

· The proposed transmission lie passes though or adjacent to several areas identied by the
Miesota County Biological Surey as "Sites of Biodiversity Signifcance" in T119N R43W
Sections 4, 5, & 17 and in T120N R43W Sections 15, 21, 22, 27, & 28. "Sites of Biodiversity
Signifcance" are areas with varying levels of native biodiversiry that may conta high qualty
native plant communities, rare plants, rare animals, and/or animal aggregations. These parcular
sites,. which are mostly with the La qui Parle Wildlie Management Area and the Hastad and
Heglund Watedowl Production Areas, contai mesic, wet, and dr sand-gravel prae native plant
communities (go to htt://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/to download the boundares of the sites and
communities). Several rare plant, butterfy, and bird species have also been associated with these
praie remnants. Because more than 99% of the praire that was present in the state before
settlement has been destroyed, and more than one-third of Minesota's endangere, theatened,
and special concern species arnow dependent on the remaining small frgments of Miesota's
praie ecosystem, we feel that al prae remnants ment protection. To protect the praire and the
associated rare species, every effort should be made to restrct constrction activities to previously
disturbed areas within the existig transmission line corrdor. Only vehicles and supplies

necessar for installation should be allowed on site. Most importantly, al vehicles and

constrction equipment should be inspected and cleaned prior to being brought to the site to
prevent the introduction and spread of exotic species, such as leafy spurge, into praire areas.
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Imediately following constrction, distubed areas should be planted with prae species native
to Minesota. Lastly, given the diversity of rare bird species in the area, it would be advisable to
sta constrction as late in the breeding/nestig season as possible (i.e. end of July or later) to
reduce the potential for nest abandonment and disturbance of young.

The Natural Heritage database is maitaed by the Natu Heritage and Nongae Reseach Progr,
a unit withi the Division of Ecological Services, Deparent of Natu Resources. It is contiualy update as
new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on Miesota's rare or otherwise
signifcant species, native plant communities, and other natura features. Its purose is to foster better
understading and protection of these featues.

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise
signifcant natural features in the state that ar not represented in the database. A county-by-county surey of
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Yellow Medcine, Lac Qui Parle, and Swif
Counties. Our information about native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for those counties.
However, because surey work for rae plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been
. an on-site surey of al aras of each county, ecologically signcant featues for which we have no records

may exist on the project area.
The enclosed results of the database search ar provided in two formats: short record report and long

record report. To control the releae of locational inormation, which might result in the damage or destrction
of a rare element, both pritout formats ar copyrghted.

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the neast section, and may be
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmenta Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report
compiled by your company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the short record report for
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permssion. The long record report includes more
detaed locational inormation, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprit the long record
report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permision.

Please be aware that review by the Natu Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on
rare natural features. It does not constitute review orapproval by the Deparent ofNatu Resources as a
whole. If you require furter information on the environmental review process for other natual resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Todd Kolander, at (507)
359-6073.

An invoice in the amount of $176.31 wil be maied to you under separate cover within several weeks
of the date of ths letter. You are being biled for map and database search and sta scientist review. Than
you for consultig us on ths mattr, and for your interest in preserving Miesota's rae natura resources.

Sincerely,

Sarah D. Hoffn
Endangered Species Environmenta Review Coordinator

end: Database search results

Rare Featue Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields

cc: Todd Kolander

John Schladweiler

Dave Trauba
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
SL Paul Distrct Corps of Engineers

190 Fift Street East

SL Paul, Minnesota 55101-1683

May 19,2006

REPLY TO
ATTNTION OF

Operations
Reguatory (2006-2223- TMV)

Ms. Michelle Bissonnette
HDR Engineenng, Inc.
6190 Golden Hils Dnve
Mieapolis, Miesota 55416

Dear Ms. Bissonnette:

T1s letter responds to your request for comments about the Otter Tail Power Company
project which involves upgrading approximately 42 miles of 41.6kV transmission line to I i 5kV
line between Appleton and Canby and expanding or relocating the Dawson substation. The
project is located in Yellow Medicine, Lac qui Parle, and Swift Counties, Minnesota.

Based on the information provided. we have prelimianly determined that the project
area does contai waters of the United States, including wetlands, which are with the
reguatory junsdiction of the Corps of Engineers. Waters of the United States include navigable
waters, their tributanes, and adjacent wetlands (33 CFR § 328.3). Without detailed constction
plans, we canot provide specific comments regardig Deparent of the Ary permt
requirements. In lieu of a specific response, please consider the followig general information
concerng the Corps Reguatory Program as it applies to the proposed project.

When a proposal involves activity in navigable waters of the United States, such as the
Miesota River, it may be subject to the Corps of Engineers' jurisdiction under Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (Section 10). Section 10 prohibits the constrction,
excavation, or deposition of materials in, over, or under navigable waters of the United States, or
any work that would affect the course, location, condition, or capacity of those waters, uness the
work has been authorized by a Deparent of the Ary permt.

If the proposal involves deposition of dredged or fill matenal into waters of the United
States, including discharges associated with mechancal land cleanng, it may be subject to the
Corps of Engineers' junsdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CW A Section 404).
CW A Section 30 1 (a) prohibits discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United
States, uness the work has been authorized by a Deparent of the Ary permt under Section
404. Information about the Corps permtting process can be obtaied.online at
htt://ww.mvp. usace.ary.milJregulatory.
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Temporar placement of fill matenal into any waterbody or wetland for puroses such as
bypass roads, temporar stream crossings, cofferdam constrction, or storage sites may require a
Deparent of the Ary permt.

The placement of poles and/or overhead wiring at upland locations is not with the
jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers, provided the work does not involve the placement of
dredged or fill matenal into any waterbody or wetland.

The Corps evaluation of a Section 10 and/or a Section 404 permit application involves
multiple analyses, including (1) evaluatig the proposal's impacts in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NP A) (33 CFR par 325), (2) determnig whether the
proposal is contrar to the public interest (33 CFR § 320.4), and (3) in the case of a Section 404

permt, determing whether the proposal complies with the Section 404(b)( 1) Guidelines

(Guidelines) (40 CFRpar230).

If the proposal requires a Section 404 permt application, the Guidelines specifically
require that "no discharge of dredged or fill matenal shall be permtted if there is a practicable
alternative to the proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic
ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other signficant adverse environmental
consequences" (40 CFR § 230.10(a)). Time and money spent on the proposal pnor to applyig
for a Section 404 permit canot be factored into the Corps' decision whether there is a less
damaging practicable alternative to the proposal.

: Without detailed constrction plans, we canot provide specific comments regardig the
effects that the proposed activity would have on watercourse floodstages. It has been our
experience that overhead utility constrction has negligible effects on flood stages, provided
excess constrction material is removed from the floodplain and additional care is taken not to
distub its hydraulic charactenstics.

You may also need city, county, and/or State permits for the project. You should contact
the appropnate agencies for their permt requiements. If the project includes the placement of
dredged or fill matenal in a Federally regulated waterbody, we will notify the responsible State
agency for water quality (40 I) certfication.

You should also contact the State Histoncal Preservation Offcer (SHPO) to determne if
there are any known historic or archeological sites in the area or if any cultual resource surey
would be requied.

If an application for a Corps permt has not yet been submitted, the project proposer may
request a pre-application consultation meeting with the Corps to obta information regarding the
data, studies or other inormation that will be necessar for the permt evaluation process. A pre-
application consultation meeting is strongly recommended if the proposal has substatial impacts
to waters of the United States, or if it is a large or controversial project.



CEMVP-OP-R (2006-2223-TMV) 3

If you have any questions or to request a pre-application consultation meeting, contact
Todd Vesperman in our St. Paul Distnct offce at (651) 290-5358. In any correspondence or
inquies, please refer to the Reguatory number shown above.

Sincerely,~~./

k. Robert 1. Whiting
/ - Chief, Regulatory Branch

Copy fushed:
Al Koeckeritz-Otter Tail Power Company


