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Piner, Angela

From: Moratzka, Lynn [LYNN.MORATZKA@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US]
Sent: Wednesday, March 15, 2006 4:33 PM
To: Piner, Angela
Subject: FW: Clarification of County Comment (3-15-2006)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Red

> To:  Angela Piner, Environmental Scientist, HDR Engineering, Inc.
> 
> RE:  Cannon Falls Tap 115kV Transmission Line Construction, G405 
> Substation Construction and Expansion of the Cannon Falls Transmission 
> Substation
> 
> This email is in reply to your email (of 3-XX-06) regarding the County's comment 
about the proposed new 161kV/115kV Substation (G405 Substation).  
> 
> Our letter of March 6th included a comment based on the mistaken understanding that 
the new substation would be located on Xcel property near the existing Cannon Falls 
Substation at Lake Byllesby.  After talking with you, we now understand that the new 
substation would be located on the property for the site of the new power plant in the 
Cannon Falls Industrial Park.  
> 
> Based on this information, we wish to withdraw our comment about the G405 
Substation.
> 
> Thank you
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ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2006 
 
 
 
Mr. Tod Sherman 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Program Management Section 
1500 West County Road B-2 
Roseville, MN 55113 
 
RE:   Cannon Falls Transmission Project 
 
Dear Mr. Sherman: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR), on behalf of Xcel Energy, contacted Mn/DOT’s 
Metro District for comments regarding the Cannon Falls Transmission Project on 
February 20, 2006.  Mr. Terry Zoller responded on March 20, 2006 to our inquiry.  
We would like to thank Mr. Zoller for his comments on the project and formally 
respond to Item 4 of his letter regarding traffic.   
 
Mr. Zoller requested we contact you to review the traffic information that has been 
developed for the Project.  Your response to our request indicated that Mn/DOT 
would like to review any traffic information that has been developed due to concerns 
that, “The increased development resulting from the proposed substation will have a 
significant impact on the safety and capacity of Mn/DOT’s transportation 
infrastructure.”   
 
Our initial letter to you identified TH 52 within the Project study area.  Since that 
time, the study area has been refined.  The proposed routes for the proposed 
transmission line and substation (see attached map) will follow CSAH 85 and 86, and 
will not cross TH 52.  Xcel Energy proposes to work with Dakota and Goodhue 
counties to address any traffic concerns that may arise during construction along these 
roads.   
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Mr. Tod Sherman 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
April 12, 2006 
Page 2 of 2 

 

 

As described in our initial letter, this substation is being constructed for the Invenergy 
Power Plant.   Xcel Energy does not have any plans to serve other energy loads from 
this substation.  If there are concerns regarding Invenergy’s Power Plant and impacts 
to traffic in the area, Xcel Energy assumes Invenergy has been working with 
Mn/DOT on this issue.  If not, Xcel Energy can provide Mn/DOT a contact at 
Invenergy. 
 
Finally, based on our knowledge of the traffic flow along CSAH 85 and 86, we believe 
the proposed substation and transmission will not have a significant impact on the 
safety and capacity of Mn/DOT’s transportation infrastructure.  HDR consulted the 
2004 traffic volumes for Dakota County and the 2003 traffic volumes for Goodhue 
County for the Project.  These maps identify the AADT on CSAH 86 as between 
2,100 and 2,500 vehicles and 490 vehicles along CSAH 85.  Following construction, 
there will be limited traffic to Xcel Energy’s substation.  It will consist primarily of 
maintenance staff inspecting the substation on a periodic basis. 
 
Based on the traffic volumes along these roads, and the functional roadway capacity 
of roads of this type, HDR respectfully disagrees that the proposed substation and 
transmission infrastructure will cause significant impacts to the safety and capacity of 
Mn/DOT’s transportation infrastructure.  HDR suggests that no further studies are 
necessary to evaluate the potential impact of the project to the transportation 
infrastructure, as impacts are negligible. 
 
Feel free to contact myself at (763) 591-5442 or Angela Piner at (763) 591-5478 if you 
have any further questions regarding the Cannon Falls Transmission Project. 
 
Sincerely, 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
 
 
  
Mike Martinez, P.E.    Angela Piner 
Traffic Engineer     Project Manager 
 
Encl. 
 
Cc:   Pam Rasmussen, Xcel Energy 
 Terry Zoller, Metro District Construction Engineer 
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