Energy Facility Permitting
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
MINNESOTA St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

DEPARTMENT OF 1.800.657.3794 / 651.296.4026
FAX 651.297.7891 TTY 651.297.3067
A ACOMMERCE http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
BEFORE THE
MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGARDING:

I.

THE APPLICATION BY MINNESOTA PIPE LINE COMPANY FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE 295 MILE CRUDE OIL PIPELINE
REFERRED TO AS THE MINNCAN PROJECT
(PUC DOCKET NO. PL-5/CN-06-02);

1L
AN APPLICATION BY MINNESOTA PIPE LINE COMPANY FOR A
PIPELINE ROUTING PERMIT FOR THE MINNCAN PROJECT
(PUC DOCKET NO. PL5/PPL-05-2003)

TOPICS OF THIS NOTICE: This notice provides the dates, starting times and
locations for the public information meetings and public hearings for two matters over
which the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has jurisdiction. These two
matters include: I) The application by Minnesota Pipe Line Company (MPL) for a
Certificate of Need for a Crude Oil Pipeline known as the MinnCan Project; and II) An
application for a Pipeline Routing Permit for the MinnCan Project.

The overall purpose of the proceeding for the Certificate of Need (CON) is to determine
whether the proposed pipeline is needed and in the public interest. The purpose of the
Pipeline Routing Permit (PRP) is to assess and determine the location of the pipeline,
considering the impact that the proposed project will have on humans and the
environment.

This notice also provides a description of the issues to be considered at the public
hearings and the procedural requirements of the Office of Administrative Hearings for
public hearings on large energy facilities.



If you have an interest in this project, please read this notice and contact the appropriate
person identified in this notice if you have any questions.

GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE PROJECT

MPL is proposing to construct a new 24-inch diameter crude petroleum pipeline that is
intended to expand the capabilities of MPL to bring Western Canadian crude oil to
Minnesota. MPL states that its existing pipeline system supplying Western Canadian
crude oil directly from Canada to Minnesota is at capacity and needs to be expanded to
receive crude oil from expanded production in Alberta and Saskatchewan.

The proposed petroleum pipeline originates at the existing interconnection between the
applicant’s pipeline system and Enbridge’s (formerly Lakehead Pipeline) crude oil
pipeline system in Clearbrook, Minnesota, located in Clearwater County in northwestern
Minnesota. See project map. The proposed route for the MinnCan project generally
follows (parallels) and uses a portion of MPL’s existing 65 to 70 foot wide pipeline right-
of-way southward from the Clearbrook Station for about 112 of the 119 miles in the
counties of Clearwater, Hubbard, Wadena, Todd and Morrison. Near Cushing,
Minnesota, in Morrison County, the MPL proposed 1.25 mile wide route leaves the
existing multiple line crude oil pipeline right-of-way. From that point, the proposed
pipeline requires a new permanent right-of-way approximately 50 feet in width, within
the proposed routes, for another 176 miles (generally west and south of the Twin Cities
metropolitan area), in the counties of Morrison, Stearns, Meeker, Wright, McLeod,
Carver, Sibley, Scott, Rice and Dakota.

The project terminates at the Flint Hills Resources refinery in Rosemount, Minnesota, in
Dakota County. The Rosemount terminus will provide a direct interconnection with the
Flint Hills Resources refinery and a direct interconnection through existing pipeline
facilities with the Marathon Petroleum Company’s St. Paul Park Refinery. In addition,
two new pump stations are planned for the project. The originating station will be
located inside MPL’s Clearbrook Station in Clearwater County. The mid-point pump
station is planned to be constructed between Milepost 140 and 146 in Morrison County.

The proposed 295 mile crude oil petroleum pipeline will have an outside diameter of 24-
inches with a nominal wall thickness of 0.350 to 0.500 inches. The maximum allowable
operating pressure will be 1,462 pounds per square inch (psi). The proposed pipeline will
have a design capacity ranging from 60,000 to 165,000 barrels per day.

Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to require a 100-foot-wide
construction right-of-way at most locations. Where new permanent easements are
required, MPL is planning to maintain a 50 foot wide right-of-way. MPL intends to
negotiate with affected landowners for both permanent and temporary easements.



AUTHORITY AND STATEMENT OF ISSUES TO BE DECIDED

Certificate of Need. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is authorized by Minn.
Stat. § 216B.243, subd. 2, to issue a Certificate of Need for a large energy facility if the
applicant can prove there is a need for the project. A Certificate of Need is a state permit
confirming that construction of an energy facility is in the public interest.

Pipeline Routing Permit. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is authorized by
Minn. Stat. § 1161.015 to designate routes and issue pipeline routing permits for certain
pipelines. A pipeline routing permit specifies conditions for right-of-way preparation,
construction and right-of-way restoration. It also designates where the pipeline may be
built. The law also provides the PUC with the authority to hold public meetings and
hearings.

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS

The Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) will conduct public information
meetings at the times and locations listed below. The purpose of the meetings is to
provide background information on the proposed MinnCan pipeline project, the
Certificate of Need Process, the Pipeline Routing Permit process and the hearing process.
At the information meetings the DOC representatives will explain how the public may
participate in each of the processes and answer questions. At the conclusion of each
Public Information Meeting, which is expected to last from 10 to 15 minutes, the public
hearing will begin.

PUBLIC HEARING

An Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) from the Minnesota Office of Administrative
Hearings will hold public hearings for the PUC to establish a complete and accurate
record regarding the two proceedings (Certificate of Need and Pipeline Routing Permit)
for the MinnCan Project that require PUC approval.

Any person who would like to comment on the Certificate of Need or proposed routes, or
propose a minor location change or alignment modification within the proposed 1.25-
mile wide route proposed by the Minnesota Pipe Line Company, will have the
opportunity to present recommendations and comments to the Administrative Law Judge
at any of the scheduled hearings, except at the Certificate of Need Contested Case
Hearing in St. Paul on September 15, 2006.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

Beverly Jones Heydinger will preside at the hearings. Judge Heydinger’s address is
Office of Administrative Hearings, 100 Washington Square, Suite 1700, Minneapolis,
MN 55401-2138. Tel: 612-341-7606; Fax: 612-349-2665.



PUBLIC MEETING AND HEARING SCHEDULE

County City Meeting and Date and Time**
Hearing Location
Clearwater Bagley County Courthouse August 24, 2006
11 am.
Hubbard Park Rapids Park Rapids August 24, 2006
High School 6 p.m.
Wadena Menahga Woodside Manor August 25, 2006
Assisted Living 10 a.m.
Center
Todd Staples Staples-Motley August 28, 2006
High School 3 p.m.
Cafeteria
Morrison Little Falls Falls Ballroom August 29, 2006
1 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Stearns Melrose American Legion August 30, 2006
1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Dakota Farmington High School September 5, 2006
Commons 4 p.m.
Scott New Prague High School September 7, 2006
Cafeteria 4 p.m.
Rice Lonsdale Crusader Civic September 8, 2006
Center 4 p.m.
Wright Cokato City Hall September 11, 2006
Auditorium 11 a.m.
Meeker Litchfield County Courthouse | September 11, 2006
Rooms A and B Sp.m.
McLeod Glencoe Lincoln Junior High | September 13, 2006
School Gymnasium 4 p.m.
Sibley Arlington Community Center | September 14, 2006
11 am.
Carver Hamburg Hamburg City Hall | September 14, 2006
S p.m.
Ramsey St. Paul Public Utilities September 15, 2006
Commission, Large 10 a.m.

Hearing Room

*NOTE: The hearing session will continue until all persons have had the
opportunity to present evidence and question witnesses. If needed, the hearing may
be recessed and continued by the ALJ and additional hearing dates may be
established by the ALJ in accordance with Minnesota Rules Parts 1405.1400 to

1405.2300.




CONDUCT OF HEARING

The ALJ will conduct the public hearings in accordance with the Office of
Administrative Hearings rules relating to procedures for the PUC’s energy facility
permitting process (Minnesota Rules Chapter 1405). Copies of the rules are available for
review at the places identified in the "Information Available for Review" section of this
notice and will be available at the public meetings and hearings. Copies may also be
obtained from the Department of Commerce as described below.

At the start of each hearing session, the ALJ will explain the procedural rules for the
hearing, including the following: a) all persons may present evidence and argument with
respect to issues and may question witnesses; b) all persons may be represented by legal
counsel, but such representation is not required; and c) the rules of evidence.

Questioning of witnesses is allowed, and will be conducted in a sequence determined by
the ALJ.

If needed, the hearing may be recessed and continued by the ALJ and additional hearing
dates may be established by the ALJ in accordance with Minnesota Rules Parts
1405.1400 to 1405.2300.

A person will be allowed to participate without the necessity of intervening as a party.
Participation includes: a) offering direct testimony with or without benefit of oath or
affirmation and without the necessity of prefiling testimony; b) offering direct testimony
or other material in written form at or following the hearing; and c¢) questioning
witnesses. Any person who wishes to question a witness but does not want to ask the
questions may submit questions in writing to the ALJ, who will then ask the questions of
the witness. Questions may be submitted during the hearing or may be sent to the ALJ in
advance of the hearing.

For more information about participation as a member of the public, contact the PUC’s or
DOC’s public advisor (see below).

PARTIES

As of August 2, 2006, Minnesota Pipe Line Company, the Department of Commerce and
the Gardens of Eagan are the only parties. Correspondence relating to MPL’s
applications should be sent to the Administrative Law Judge and the parties:

Administrative Law Judge. Beverly Jones Heydinger, Office of Administrative
Hearings, 100 Washington Square, Suite 1700, Minneapolis, MN 55401-2138;
beverly.heydinger@state.mn.us, Fax: 612-349-2665

Minnesota Pipe Line Company. Eric F. Swanson, Winthrop & Weinstine, Suite 3500,
225 South Sixth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402; eswanson@winthrop.com, Fax: 612-
604-6811, Tel: 612-604-6511

Minnesota Department of Commerce. Valerie M. Smith for Certificate of Need, Karen
Finstad Hammel for Pipeline Routing Permit, Minnesota Attorney General’s Office, 1400
Bremer Tower, 445 Minnesota Street, St. Paul, MN 55101-2127; Fax: 651-297-1138,



valerie.smith@state.mn.us, Tel: 651-296-6170; karen.hammel@state.mn.us, Tel: 651-
297-1852

Gardens of Eagan. Paula Goodman Maccabee, Attorney at Law, 1961 Selby Avenue, St.
Paul, MN 55104; pmaccabee@yvisi.com, Fax: 651-646-5774, Tel: 651-646-8890

AVAILABILITY OF WITNESSES AND REPRESENTATIVES

A witness or representative for Minnesota Pipe Line Company will be available to
answer questions concerning the need for the pipeline and the proposed route at each
hearing. The MPL witnesses and representatives are Larry Van Horn, Todd McKimmey,
Randall Duncan, Richard Skarie and Eric Swanson.

A witness or representative from the Department of Commerce on the Certificate of Need
will be available at each hearing to answer questions. The DOC witnesses and
representatives are Susan Medhaug, Marlon F. Griffing, Jeffrey T. Haase and Valerie M.
Smith.

Representatives from the Department of Commerce on the pipeline routing permit will be
available at each hearing and include Larry B. Hartman or Jeffrey T. Haase.

Witnesses for the Gardens of Eagan will only be available at the hearing in Dakota
County. The witnesses are Deborah L. Allan and James A. Riddle. If you have a
question of the witnesses and are unable to attend the hearing you may present your
questions in writing to the ALJ who will ask the witness to respond to the questions. You
will be provided access to a transcript of the response.

Written Direct Testimony. Parties are required to prefile their direct written testimony
(Minnesota Rules Part 1405.1900). This direct written testimony will be available for
review as described below.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD DEADLINES

Written comments from the public concerning the route shall be received at the Office of
Administrative Hearings (address above) by September 22, 2006 and the hearing record
will close on that date. However, the Department of Commerce staff shall have five
business days to respond to any written comments concerning the route.

INQUIRIES, PROJECT CONTACTS

Public advisors from the DOC and PUC staff have been appointed to assist and advise
persons interested in taking part in the proceedings and will provide on request
documents identified in this notice. However, the public advisors are not authorized to
give legal advice. For more information or to request an accommodation, contact one of
the persons listed below.



Department of Commerce. The Commission has designated DOC staff member Larry
Hartman (Tel: 651-296-5089 or larry.hartman@state.mn.us) as project manager and
Deborah Pile (Tel: 651-297-2375 or deborah.pile(@state.mn.us) as the public advisor for
the pipeline route permit proceeding. You may contact them at: Department of
Commerce, 85 7" Place East, Suite 500, Saint Paul, MN 55101-2198. Other contact
information: Toll-Free: 1-800-657-3794, Fax: 651-297-7891 or TTY: Minnesota Relay
Services, 1-800-627-3529, and ask for the DOC.

Public Utilities Commission. The Commission has designated Ken Wolf (Tel: 651-201-
2257 or ken.wolf(@state.mn.us) of the PUC staff as its public advisor for the CON
proceeding. He may be contacted in writing at: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission,
121 7th Place E., Suite 350, Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147.

Attorney General’s Office. You may contact Lisa Crum, Assistant Attorney General,
on matters dealing with Commission procedures at (Tel: 651-297-5945 or
lisa.crum@state.mn.us).

Project Mailing Lists

If you would like to have your name added to the PUC route permit proceeding mailing
list for the MinnCan Project (PUC Docket PL5/PPL-05-2003), you may register at:
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18339 or contact the DOC staff at
the address above.

The PUC maintains a separate service list for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be
placed on that list (PUC Docket PL5/CN-06-2) mail, fax, or email Robin Benson at
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, Saint Paul, MN
55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson(@state.mn.us.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW

On August 10, 2006, copies of the following information will be available for review at
the locations identified below.

Information available will include: a) Prefiled testimony of the parties (MPL, DOC and
Gardens of Eagan) including a comparative environmental analysis; b) Certificate of
Need Rules for Oil Pipelines (Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7853, Pipeline Routing Rules
(Minnesota Rules Chapter 4415), the Pipeline Routing Act (Minn. Stat. 1161.015), Office
of Administrative Hearings Rules (Minnesota Rules Chapter 1405) for Hearings on
Energy Facilities, and Chapter 1400, parts .5010 to .8400; c¢) MPL’s applications
(Certificate of Need and Pipeline Routing Permit) and a set of pipeline route maps.

Locations: Public libraries in the cities of Bagley, Park Rapids, Wadena, Long Prairie,
Staples, Swanville, Upsala, Albany, Richmond, Paynesville, Dassel, Litchfield, Cokato,
Howard Lake, Glencoe, Winsted, Hutchinson, Norwood Young America, Waconia,
Arlington, Henderson, Belle Plaine, New Market, New Prague, Faribault, Northfield,
Farmington and Lakeville; and at the Department of Commerce office in St. Paul.


http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18339

Application Availability

Minnesota Pipe Line Company has provided a copy of its applications (Pipeline Routing
Permit and Certificate of Need) to each regional development commission, soil and water
conservation district, watershed district, auditor of each county, and to the clerk of each
township and city crossed by the proposed pipeline. Please contact the appropriate office
or person to review the applications.

Minnesota Pipe Line Company will provide a CD or print copy of the certificate of
need and pipeline routing permit applications to any person upon request (Tel: 1-877-
796-7846). An electronic copy is available on the MinnCan website listed below.

PROJECT INFORMATION AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY

PUC Online Information Locations

Information regarding the PUC proceedings on the MinnCan Project will be available on
several websites. Information on the route permit proceeding will be available at:
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18339 or on eDockets at:
http://www.edockets.state.mn.us/. Type in 05-2003 for information on the route
proceedings or 06-2 for information on the certificate of need proceedings.

Minnesota Pipe Line Company Online Information

MinnCan Project information will also be available on the Minnesota Pipe Line Company
website at: (http://www.minncanproject.com). The MPL website provides links to the
PUC websites.



http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18339
www.edockets.state.mn.us
www.minncanproject.com
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