
Issued:  June 13, 2011 
 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION ACCEPTANCE 
 

In the Matter of the Site Permit Application of Prairie Wind Energy, LLC  
for a 100 MW Large Wind Energy Conversion System in Otter Tail County 

 
PUC Docket Number: IP-6844/WS-10-438 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Prairie Wind Energy, LLC (PWE) has applied to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for a site permit to build and operate a Large Wind 
Energy Conversion System (LWECS) of 100 megawatts (MW) in Otter Tail County.  The 
Commission issued an order accepting the site permit application on June 8, 2011. 
 
Project Description 
The Project is located approximately one mile from the community of Parkers Prairie in Otter 
Tail County, west of State Highway (SH) 29 and north of SH 235.  The Project site is located in 
the townships of Parkers Prairie, Elmo, Effington and Folden (see attached map).  The Project 
Boundary encompasses approximately 23,921 acres, of which approximately 8,000 acres are 
under site control.   The current design for the project includes: 
 

1. A wind turbine layout consisting of up to 41 Nordex 2.4 MW N117 WTGs for a 
total project capacity of 98.4 MW; 

2. Associated facilities, including gravel access roads, an electrical collection system, 
permanent meteorological towers, one step-up substation, a Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system and an O&M building. 

 
The project does not have an associated transmission system, as the project would connect at 115 
kV into a proposed Great River Energy Graven Lake Substation along SH 29 and CR 138.  The 
Applicant’s goal is to complete the construction of the project and achieve commercial operation 
by December 31, 2012.   
 
Site Permit Review Process 
The Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Facility Permitting unit (EFP), on behalf of 
the Commission, is initiating the permit review process for this Project under the Wind Siting 
Act (Minnesota Statute 216F) and Wind Permitting Rules (Minnesota Rules 7854).  Upon 
completion of this process, the EFP will present the record of this matter to the Commission for a 
final permit decision.   
 
EFP is currently soliciting comments on issues that should be considered in developing the draft 
site permit for the Project.  Based on comments received, EFP staff will prepare and submit a 
draft site permit to the Commission for consideration.  If the Commission issues a draft site 
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permit for public review and comment, a public meeting will be held in the Project area, and 
members of the public will have an opportunity to ask questions and provide additional 
comments.  Persons on the EFP mailing list for the Project will receive notice of all public and 
Commission meetings.    
 
Mailing List 
Persons interested in adding their names to the EFP Project Mailing List for this project should 
contact the state permit manager or public advisor identified below, or register online at: 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=30591. 
 
Public Comments 
The EFP is soliciting comments on issues that should be considered in developing a draft site 
permit for this Project.  Such issues include unique characteristics of the proposed site or Project 
that should be considered and items that may be missing or mischaracterized in the site permit 
application.  Interested persons may comment until June 30, 2011.  Please include the Project 
docket number (IP-6844/WS-10-438) on all comments.  Comments can be mailed, emailed, or 
faxed to the EFP State Permit Manager identified below.  Comments can also be entered on the 
Commission’s website at http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us under the heading Public 
Participation.   
 
Project Documents 
The site permit application and other documents relevant to the proposed Project are available on 
the Commission’s website:  http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=30591 and on 
the Department of Commerce’s eDocket website at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp (enter the docket number 10-438). 
 
Physical copies of the application are also available for review at the auditor’s office in Otter 
Tail County, the city offices in Parkers Prairie, and at the township clerks of Effington, Elmo, 
Folden and Parkers Prairie townships.   
 
Project Contacts and Information 
If you have questions about the permit process please contact: 
 
  David Birkholz, State Permit Manager 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 296-2878 

  Fax: 651-297-7891  
david.birkholz@state.mn.us 

 

Jamie MacAlister, Public Advisor  
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 297-1335 
jamie.macalister@state.mn.us 
 
 

Questions about the Project and site permit application can also be directed to the applicant by 
contacting Terry Carlson of Prairie Wind Energy, LLC at (218) 338-4875 or 
tjabcarl@midwestinfo.net.  
 
This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio) by calling 
651-296-0391 (voice).  Persons with hearing or speech disabilities may call us through 
Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529 or by dialing 711. 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=30591
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=30591
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp
mailto:david.birkholz@state.mn.us
mailto:jamie.macalister@state.mn.us
mailto:tjabcarl@midwestinfo.net


 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce  
Notice of Application Acceptance 
 
Docket No. IP6844/WS-10-438 

 
 
Dated this 13th of June, 2011 
 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
 
 



Otter Tail County Auditor 
Government Services Center 
510 Fir Ave W 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

 

  

Folden Township 
Jennifer Howard, Clerk 
17452 495th Ave 
Vining, MN 56588 

 

  

Elmo Township 
Julie Raap, Clerk 
53765 Co Hwy 136 
Henning, MN 56551 

 

  

Effington Township 
Judith Moeller, Clerk 
51214 110th St  
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 

 

  

Parkers Prairie Township 
Bruce Jahnke, Clerk 
55222 Co Hwy 6 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 

 

  

City of Parkers Prairie 
102 N Otter Ave 
PO Box 70 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 

 

  

   

   

   

   



 

Rick Arvidson 
Parkers Bus Company 
15311 Co. Hwy 42 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Gary and Jane Bartlett 
54592 150th Street 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Linda Bates 
614 West Colfax 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Douglas Benson 
Minnesota Department of Health 
625 North Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

  

Josh Bird 
GE Energy 
2025 49th Ave N 
Minneapolis, MN  55430 

  

David Birkholz 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East 
Suite 500 
Saint Paul, MN  55101 

 

Bob Broadwater 
212 W. Tedin Ave. 
Box 74 
Rosholt, SD  57260 

  

Sylvia Brunson 
14447 Resser Road 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Steven Bubb 
Energy Pursuits  LLC 
261 School Avenue 
Suite 200 
Excelsior, MN  55331 

 

Darrel Carlson 
540 West Oak Street 
PO Box 49 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Gary Christensen 
23945 Webster Avenue 
Lakeville, MN  55044 

  

James Clonk 
19897 540th Ave. 
Henning, MN  56551 

 

Robert Curtis 
52042 180th Street 
Vining, MN  56588 

  

Peggy Dauphunas 
PO Box 344 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Richard Davis 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4101 American Blvd. E. 
Bloomington, MN  55425 

 

Casey Dodds 
PO Box 61 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Dale Downing 
53726 County Hwy 40 
Henning, MN  56551 

  

James Drown 
15239 555th Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Dale Duits 
52126 160th St 
Vining, MN  56588 

  

Jeff Freeman 
DEED 
332 Minnesota Street  E200 
St. Paul, MN  55101 

  

Rick Gappa 
211 South Otter 
Apt. 345 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Travis Germundson 
BWSR 
520 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

  

Gerald Getz 
17346 Elmo Road 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Bob Giarusso 
17217 198th Avenue 
PO Box 408 
Big Lake, MN  55309 

 

Del Glanzer 
5258 State Hwy 27 West 
Alexandria, MN  56308 

  

Karen Hammel 
Attorney General s Office 
1400 Bremer Tower 
445 Minnesota Street 
St. Paul, MN  55101 

  

Carol Hellerman 
52970 Co Hwy 6 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Brian Hemquist 
15983 Tomten Road 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Glenn Herdman 
20671 St. Hwy 29 
Henning, MN  56551 

  

Doug Hoffman 
Fortwengler Electric Inc. 
PO Box 32 
304 Dayton Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 



 

Terry Iverson 
56624 Co Hwy 40 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Gale Iverson 
55822 County Hwy 136 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Greg Iverson 
14427 Tomten Road 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Harland Jahnke 
53591 County Hwy 6 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

John Kamphsky 
JJ s Company 
507 North Otter Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Karen Kromar 
MPCA 
520 Lafayette Road North 
4th Floor 
St. Paul, MN  55116 

 

Dale Klaessy 
PO Box 73 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Stacy Kotch 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mailstop 678 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

  

Daniel McCourtney 
Allete 
30 W Superior St. 
Duluth, MN  55802 

 

Fred and Claudia Liljegren 
54929 County Road 6 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Jennifer Marquardt 
The Independent 
PO Box 42 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Judith Moeller 
Effington Township 
51214 110th Street 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Russell McLaughlin 
43768 271st Lane 
Aitkin, MN  56431 

  

Brent Meinert 
1512 Jasmine Drive 
Alexandria, MN  56308 

  

Stephanie Nyhus 
State of Minnesota 
600 North Robert Street 
Mail Station 3340 
St. Paul, MN  55992 

 

Rodney Moske 
50325 St Hwy 235 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Linda Nokes 
PO Box 211 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Gary Olson 
57048 Cty Hwy 126 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Amy Oeltjenbruns 
5673 555th Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Jamie Olson 
54269 150th Street 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Jennie Ross 
MN Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
Mail Stop 620 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

 

Mel Ost 
13362 County Hwy 129 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Bob Patton 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
625 North Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

  

Rodney Peterson 
PO Box 48 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Ken Peterson 
Peterson Aerial Spraying 
1711 Airport Rd 
Staples, MN  56479 

  

Robert Prevss 
PO Box 196 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Jennifer Pulling 
603 Otter Avenue North 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Alan Riedel 
56557 Cty Hwy 46 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Debbie and Mike Rooney 
56 Glenn Road 
Alexandria, MN  56308 

  

Dean Trosdall 
Folden Town Board 
46808 Trappers Road 
Vining, MN  56588 



 

Annette Rubink 
National Conductor 
18119 State Highway 371 
Brainerd, MN  56401 

  

Andy Schmidt 
Great River Energy 
17845 Highway 10 
PO Box 341 
Elk River, MN  55303 

  

Doug Schmidt 
11569 595th Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Delmer Schmidt 
14785 485th Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Jamie Schrenzel 
MN DNR 
500 Lafayette Road 
Box 25 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

  

Kim Schroeder 
317 West Jackson Street 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Lewis Struthers 
123 N McCornell Avenue 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Dr. Constance Tarasek 
Parkers Vet Clinic 
PO Box 37 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Darline Witt 
53376 State Hwy 235 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

 

Robert Turehin 
20553 475th Avenue 
Vining, MN  56588 

  

John VanHaren 
National Pole and Structure 
9428 Talladay Road 
Willis, MI  48191 

  

Dale Venzke 
19339 550th Avenue 
Henning, MN  56551 

 

Steven Wards 
14159 County Hwy 42 
Parkers Prairie, MN  58361 

  

Jeffrey Wark 
56238 Cty Hwy 138 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 

  

Gary Waskosky 
Folden Township 
20071 495th Avenue 
Henning, MN  56551 

 

Luther Westad 
52787 160th Street 
Vining, MN  55688 

  

Paul White 
Project Resources Corporation 
618 2nd Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN  55414 
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