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January 24, 2012

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: Northport Substation and Transmission Line Construction
Dear Dr. Haar:

In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act, Minn. Stat. § 216E.05, subd. 3, this
letter, filed via eFiling, serves as the required notice to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission) that Great River Energy has elected to seek local approval
for construction of a 115 kilovolt (kV) substation and approximately 1.1 miles of 115 kV
line in Nicollet County, Minnesota.

Electrical load growth in the North Mankato area is greater than recent projections
anticipated and with several additional loads in the planning stages, is estimated to
continue to grow in the near future.

The proposed single circuit 115 kV transmission line will be located in the City of North
Mankato and Belgrade Township, along Sections 2 and 3, T108N, R27W in Nicollet
County. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

Nicollet County is the permitting authority for Belgrade Township. On December 13,
2011, the Nicollet County Board of Commissioners adopted “the resolution relinquishing
Nicollet County's permitting authority to North Mankato for the GRE Transmission Line
Project.” Great River Energy intends to permit the entire project through the City of
North Mankato.

A Conditional Use Permit application for the project was submitted to the City of North
Mankato on January 23, 2012. The city has been informed that it has 60 days to refer
the permitting process to the Commission.



Dr. Burl W. Haar
January 24, 2012
Page 2

Questions regarding this project should be directed to Mike Fischer, City Planner, City
of North Mankato at (507) 625-4141; or Peter Schaub of Great River Energy at (763)
445-5976; or me at (763) 445-5215. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Marsha Parlow
Transmission Permitting Analyst

Enclosure

cc: Affidavit of service on: General List of Interested Persons
Mike Fischer, City Planner, City of North Mankato
Deborah Pile, Department of Commerce

s:\member services\environmentaltransmission\projects\74831 Northport\RFPUCNOTLTR.doc



Northport Substation and 115 kV transmission line

GREAT RIVER ENERGY BENCO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

12300 Elm Creek Boulevard / 20946 — 542 Avenue, PO Box 8

Maple Grove, MN 553694718 B E Nl @)  Mankato, MN 56002-0008
1-888-521-0130 E L E @€ T A 1 © 1-888-792-3626

GREAT RIVER www.greatriverenergy.com www.benco.coop

ENERGY"

Project Need:

Electrical Load growth in the North Mankato area is greater than
recent projections anticipated and, with several additional loads in the
planning stages, is estimated to continue to grow in the near future.
To reliably serve these loads, an electrical distribution substation is
needed in the area of North Mankato and Belgrade Township.

Project Goal/Description:

Construct a 115 kV distribution substation (“Northport Substation,”
see Figure 1) and approximately 1.1 miles of 115 kV double circuit
transmission line (see Figure 2) to support that substation. The
location of proposed Northport Substation is approximately 1/3 of a Figure 1

mile north pf the existing gnd‘of Ringhofer Drive (see_Perecl Map on Typical 115 kV distribution
back). This will result in improved electrical reliability, provide substation
contingency support for the Johnson and Penelope substations and
supply a strong second-source to serve, and back-up, electrical
demands in the North Mankate area.

The new 115 kV transmission line will consist of six energized
conductors attached to horizontal post insulators on galvanized steel
poles. Grounded shield wire will be attached at the top of each pole
for lightning protection. It is estimated that typical pole heights will
range from 70 to 90 feet above the ground, and the distance between
poles will range from 350 to 450 feet depending on terrain and
physical features. All energized substation equipment is located
inside a chain link fence providing safety and security.

Schedule:

Local/State Permitting: 1¥! Quarter 2012

Footings/Foundations: Spring 2012 Fiijore 2
Transmission Line Construction----------- Late Summer / Fall 2012 .
Project Completion November 2012 Typical 115 KV structure

For project updates and information, visit greatriverenergy.com/northport or contact:

Peter Schaub Dick Hiniker
Great River Energy Benco Electric Cooperative
12300 Elm Creek Boulevard 20946 549th Avenue, P.O. Box 8
Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 Mankato, MN 56002-0008
763-445-5976 507-387-7963
1-888-521-0130 ext. 5976 1-888-792-3626
pschaub@GREnergy.com dick.hiniker@benco.coop

12/20/2011




. 4 CsAke.., |
—_— T, =
Belgrade
Township

Proposed
Northport
Substation

Proposed
Great River Energy
115 kV double circuit
transmission line

Existing Xcel Energy
1115 kV transmission line

m Distribution substation
#|Proposed Great River Energy
= 115 kY double circuit fransmission line
xisting Great River Energy
69 kV transmission line

H— — 115 k¥ fransmission line
=59 k¥ transmission line




AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) RE: Notice of Intent by Great River Energy to
) s8. seek local approval of the Northport 115 kV
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) Substation and Transmission Line Project in
Nicollet County
MPUC Docket No.
QW‘ m&k: , being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and states that on

the 24 th day of January, 2012, copies of the Notice of Intent to seek local approval for
the above-referenced project were mailed either by email (as noted) or by United States
first class mail, postage prepaid thereon, to the parties on the attached Service List.

LE 22

/

SWORN TO BEFORE ME this
29 *day of January, 2012.

1%@

/ NOTARY PtﬁaLIC

VICTORIA ELY

351 \OTIRYPUBL-MANESOTA
/ MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 1/31/2015

i







Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG

From:
Sent:
To:

Ely, Victoria GRE-MG

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 12:30 PM

‘adina.r.florea@xcelenergy.com'; 'aemahan@me.com’; ‘alise.zachman@allina.com';
‘amsjoe350@yahoo.com'’; 'amy@duraflexinc.com'; 'annetter@nationalconductor.com'’;
‘asokolski@iberdrolausa com’; 'baertlein.cheryl@mayo edu’; 'balm38@yahoo.com'; Ambrose,
Bob GRE-MG; 'barbara@powersys.com'; 'barbarab@acornenvironmental.com'’;
'bbfai@frontiernet.net’; 'be682@msn.com'’; 'beaukennedy@yahoo.com'’;

‘becky coates@psiusa com'; 'benjamin.schaefer@dnr state. mn.us'; 'bettyz@means.net’,
‘bhegerle@marcyconstruction.com’; 'billheaney@billheaney.com'’;
'bmitchell@corvalgroup.com'; 'bmo2504@juno.com’; 'bobbie97@bevcomm.net’;
'brian.leng@ulteig.com'; 'brian.meloy@lecnard.com’; 'brian.r.zelenak@xcelenergy.com';
'brown.andrew@dorseylaw.com'; 'bruce@ranww.org';
'bschulz@houstonengineeringine.com'; 'bsmelton@pitel.net’; 'cal.dufault@mertenson.com';
‘callis2@embargmail.com’; 'candmpg@cloudnet.com’; 'celtichand56 @yahoo.com';

'cesia kearns@sierraclub.org'; 'cftownship@frontiernet. net';
'chad.galloway@arionenergy.com'; 'chad@ibewlocal343.org'; 'charles_koen@msn.com';
‘christian@christianrieck.com'; 'chuckh@electrotech-inc.com’; 'cjblijb@gmail.com';
‘cmueller@wildblue.net’; 'cowguy @kmwb.net'; ‘crude@mvtvwireless.com';
'cynat@bevcomm.net’; 'dale beckmann@westwoodps.com’; 'dana.slade@avantenergy.com’;
‘darrenk@kenningoutsource.com'’; 'david.richardson@amec.com'’;
‘dbpasse@embargmail.com'; ‘dbrandt@hartfordgrp.com’; ‘ddrusch@redred.com’;
‘dgerber@cleanwater.org'; ‘'dhickeymn@yahoo.com’; ‘dimillersS@means.net';
'dmelvie@wiktel.com'; 'dmorris@ilsr.org'; 'drohl24057 @aol.com'’; 'Dufault@mchsi.com’;
‘ehlen@mchsi.com’; 'elfe0012@umn.edu’; 'elise. doucette @pca.state. mn.us',
'emily.dalager@horizonwind.com'; 'emily. ulmer@sierraclub.org'; 'fassettj@iemenergy.com’;
‘feswed@bevcomm.net’; 'fignat@comcast.net’; ‘floydg@pennwell.com’,;
‘garletz@mncounties.org'; ‘gjjarnot@mywdo.com'; 'gmarkegard@ci.bloomington.mn.us';
'goffwe@earthlink.net'; 'Skarbakka, Glen GRE/MG'; ‘hadley.davis@sierraclub.org’;
'halicarlson@kmts.ca'; 'hartman.larry@gmail.com'; ‘hdrider4710@aol.com';
'jacquijovonovich@gmail.com'; ‘jafgol@gmail.com’; 'jahffmn@bevcomm. net’;

'fames. bertrand@leonard.com'; ‘james_9mm@yahoo.com’; 'jamie.s.nickel@comcast.net',
'jamie.schrenzel@state. mn.us'; 'jbutner@stresscrete3.com'’; ‘jcardoze@mobilemini.com’;
'ickueb@clearwire.net’; 'jdrawz@fredlaw.com'’; '[duehr@pirnie.com'’;
'jeffvetsch@cleanenergyresourceteams.org'; 'jenny frost@ulteig.com'; 'jgale @fpdpower.com';
lee@barr.com’, 'jivoller@clearwire. net'; 'jmalwitz@yahoo.com'; jmkocer@myclearwave. net';
'inhzooo@aol.com'; 'john@nationalpoleandstructure.com’; ‘jockremin@mchsi.com’;
'josephmorse@hotmail.com’; 'joshua. bird@ge.com'; 'jporter@atclic.com’;
'jrstraub@usfamily.net'; jrwright@bemidji.k12.mn.us"; 'jthayer@rockfordconstruction.com’;
'julie@redwoodfalls.org'; "justin@geronimowind.com'; 'kageb1 @gvtel.com’;
'kared@myclearwave.net', 'karen.hammel@state. mn.us'; 'karen.kromar@state. mn.us',

'kari krause@amec.com'; 'kate oconnell@state. mn.us'; 'katstradley @gmail.com';
'keevinkellyn@swiftel. net’; 'kevin. mixon@dnr state. mn.us'; ‘kevsuealex@aol.com';
kip@ibew160.0rg’; 'kmaclaury@mncee.org'; 'kris. henry @northfieldwifi.com';
‘kristines@mvec.net'; 'kswenson@windpower.com'’; 'LCrum@lisacrumlaw.com',
'livorwerk@yahoo.com'; 'llegatt@yahoo.com’; lonabrams@yahoo.com'; 'lorift@utplus.com’;
'lorrykzbag@hotmail.com'; 'Isegroves@barr.com'; 'lvscheffler@hotmail.com’;
'maebowman@aol.com'; ‘mapanorman@usfamily.net'; ‘marco trivellizzi@kiewit.com';
'mariner@eldinc.com'’; 'marshman1@hotmail.com’; 'mary.greening@co.dodge. mn.us';
'masnd76@cox.net’; 'matthias@projectresources.net'; 'mbates@dadco.com’;
'mestopdetailers@hotmail com'; ‘mdavidson@isd2899 k12 mn.us';
'melissa.doperalski@state.mn.us'; 'michael pangborn@nexteraenergy.com’;

'michelle. bouta@umvrdc.org'; ‘michellemcmorrow@yahoo.com'’;
'mike@scrupleshaircare.com'; 'mir-mir-z@suddenlink.net’; 'mjdolan@dolanitd com’;
'msp@sei.cmu.edu’; Steckelberg, Mike GRE-MG; Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG;
‘muller.sharon@mayo.edu’; ‘mvezina@muellersales.com'; 'naherzog@msn.com’;
‘nancy.caneff@gmail.com’; ‘nicolairepair@embargmail. com'; 'niftyfarm@myclearwave. net';
'ninjette@msn.com’; "o _hogwash@yahoo.com'; 'org49ero@yahoo.com'’;
‘overland@legalectric.org’; 'pands@nobleswildblue.com’; 'pat_stengel@hotmail.com';
'patrick. anderscn@lee.net'; 'pbartell@volco.net'; 'peteadelmann@yahco.com’,
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To: ‘phydev@swrdc org'; ‘pihoiman@frontiernet.net’; 'pkennon@acciona-na.com’;
'pmaccabec@visi.com’; 'renedy@msn.com’; thenry @tcwr.net';
'rick. howden@mail. house.gov'; 'rickscherping@hotmail.com’;
‘rminer@marcyconstruction.com’; 'rothaus@trefoilcultural.com'’;
‘rschroeder@frandsenbank com’; 'rschumacher@is-ea.com'’; 'rtlyke @pitel. net’,
'rudlongboarding@yahoo.com’; 'ruccolo@fresh-energy.org';
'scottw@wagnergreenhouses.com'; 'sgau@sleepyeyetel net’;
'shaneske@hibbing.k12.mn.us'; 'shirleymidtownphillips@msn.com’; 'sindust1@msn.coem';
'sjewell02@hamlineuniversity. edu’; 'sjnotch@albanytel.com’; 'skdelong@polarcomm.com';
'slwithers@nfpinc. com’; 'sswartz@braunintertec.com'’; 'sswenson@pipestonestar.com';
'stacy. kotch@state. mn.us'; 'stephanie.nyhus@state. mn.us'; 'stevebubb@gmail.com';
'stevelisa9@aol.com’; 'swnyhus@flaherty-hood com'; tedebearmark@msn.com’;
'themoellers_2@hotmail.com’; ‘timhunstad@hotmail.com’; 'timothy_fehr@transcanada.com’;
‘tkaufman@wellingtonmgt.com’; ‘toddmorse@cableone. net’; ‘tom@nationalconductor.com’;
‘TPORTER@REYNOLDSINC.COM'; 'tricia. debleeckere@state. mn.us’,
'tscriven@rvtcorp.com'; 'tswafford@umsi.us'; 'ttadych@atclic.com’; 'vherring@briggs.com';
‘vhessenius@myclearwave. net'; 'ward06counciloffice@ci.minneapolis. mn.us';
'wayne@wecif.org'; 'weook@rpu.org'; 'wooderS8@yahoo.com'

Cc: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG; Schmidt, Carole GRE-MG; Schaub, Peter GRE-MG

Subject: RE: Notice of Intent by Great River Energy to seek local approval of the Northport 115kV
Substation and Transmission Line Project

Attachments: NorthportSubstationAndTransmissionLineFactsheet_20111220.pdf; RFPUCNOTItr. pdf

This is notice is being resent to include the project Fact Sheet.

Notice of Intent by Great River Energy to seek local approval of the Northport 115kV Substation and Transmission Line
Project

This notice is being sent on behalf of Marsha Parlow, Transmission Permitting Analyst.

Victoria Ely

Administrative Assistant

Land Rights Department

Great River Energy

0 Elm Creek Blvd

ple Grove, MN 55369

direct; 763-445-5971 / cell: 763.360.7516 / fax: 763-445-6771 / toll-free: 888-521-0130, ext 5971
www. GreatRiverEnergy.com

From: Ely, Victoria GRE-MG
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 9:56 AM
To: 'adina.r.florea@xcelenergy.com’; ‘aemahan@me.com'’; ‘alise.zachman@allina.com’; ‘amsjoe350@yahoo.com'’;
‘amy@duraflexinc.com'; ‘annetter@nationalconductor.com’; ‘asokolski@iberdrolausa.com’; ‘baertlein.cheryl@mayo.edu’;
'balm38@yahoo.com’; Ambrose, Bob GRE-MG; 'barbara@powersys.com’; 'barbarab@acornenvironmental.com'’;
'bbfai@frontiernet.net’; 'be682@msn.com’; ‘beaukennedy@yahoo.com’; 'becky.coates@psiusa.com’;
'benjamin.schaefer@dnr.state.mn.us'; 'bettyz@means.net’; 'bhegerle@marcyconstruction.com’;
'billheaney@billheaney.com’; 'bmitchell@corvalgroup.com’; 'bmo2504@juno.com’; 'bobbie97@bevcomm.net’;
‘brian.long@ulteig.com'; ‘brian.meloy@leonard.com'; ‘brian.r.zelenak@xcelenergy.com’; ‘brown.andrew@dorseylaw.com’;
'bruce@ranww.org'; 'bschultz@houstonengineeringinc.com'’; 'bsmelton@pitel.net’; ‘cal.dufault@mertenson.com';
‘callis2@embargmail.com'; ‘candmpg@cloudnet.com’; ‘celtichand 56@yahoo.com; 'cesia.kearns@sierraclub.org';
‘cftownship @frontiernet.net’; 'chad.galloway@arionenergy.com'; 'chad@ibewlocal343.0rg'; 'charles_koen@msn.com';
‘christian @christianrieck.com’; 'chuckh@electrotech-inc.com’; 'cjbljb@gmail.com’; 'cmueller@wildblue.net’;
'cowguy@kmwb.net’; ‘crude@mvtvwireless.com’; ‘cynat@bevcomm.net’; 'dale. beckmann@westwoodps.com’;
'dana.slade@avantenergy.com'; *darrenk@kenningoutsource.com'; 'david.richardson@amec.com';
'dbpasse@embargmail.com’; ‘dbrandt@hartfordgrp.com’; ‘ddrusch@redred.com’; ‘dgerber@cleanwater.org’;
'dhickeymn@yahoo.com'; 'dimillers5@means.net’; 'dmelvie@wiktel.com'’; "dmorris@ilsr.org'; ‘drohl24057 @aol.com’;
'Dufault@mchsi.com’; "ehlen@mchsi.com’; 'elfe0012@umn.edu’; 'elise.doucette@pca.state.mn.us';
‘emily.dalager@horizonwind .com’; "emily.ulmer@sierraclub.org’; ‘fassettj@iemenergy.com'’; 'fcswed@bevcomm.net';
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‘fignat@comcast.net’; 'floydg@pennwell.com’; "garletz@ mncounties.org'; 'gjjarnot@mywdo.com’;
‘gmarkegard@ci.bloomington.mn.us’; ‘goffwe@earthlink.net’; ‘Skarbakka, Glen GRE/MG'; 'hadley.davis@sierraclub.org’;
'halicarlson@kmts.ca’; 'hartman.larry@gmail.com’; ‘hdrider47 10@aol.com’; ‘jacquijovonovich@gmail.com’;
‘jafgol@gmail.com’; ‘jahffmn@bevcomm.net’; ‘james.bertrand@leonard.com'; ‘james_9mm@yahoo.com';
‘jamie.s.nickel@comcast.net’; 'jamie.schrenzel@state.mn.us'; 'jbutner@stresscrete3.com’; 'jcardozo@ mobilemini.com’;
'jckueb@clearwire.net’; ‘jdrawz@fredlaw.com’; 'jduehr@pirnie.com’; ‘jeffvetsch@cleanenergyresourceteams.org’;
‘jenny.frost@ulteig.com’; 'jgale@fpdpower.com’; ‘jlee@barr.com’; ‘jivoller@clearwire.net’; 'jmalwitz @yahoo.com';
‘jmkocer@ myclearwave.net'; 'jnhzooo@aol.com'’; ‘john@nationalpoleandstructure.com’; 'jokremin@mchsi.com’;
‘josephmorse@hotmail.com'; ‘joshua.bird@ge.com’; "jporter@atcllc.com’; ‘jrstraub@usfamily.net';
'jrwright@bemidji.k12.mn.us'; ‘jthayer@rockfordconstruction.com’; 'julie@redwoodfalls.org’; 'justin@geronimowind.com’;
'kageb1@gvtel.com’; 'kared@myclearwave.net'; 'karen.hammel@state.mn.us'; 'karen.kromar@state.mn.us';
'kari.krause@amec.com’; 'kate.oconnell@state.mn.us'; 'katstradley@gmail.com’; 'keevinkellyn@swiftel.net';
'kevin.mixon@dnr.state.mn.us'; 'kevsuealex@aol.com’; "kjp@ibew160.org'; ‘kmaclaury@mncee.org’;
'kris.henry@northfieldwifi.com'; 'kristines@mvec.net'; ‘kswenson@windpower.com’; ‘LCrum@lisacrumlaw.com’;
'livorwerk@yahoo.com’; 'llegatt@yahoo.com’; ‘lonabrams@yahoo.com’; 'lorift@utplus.com'; 'lorrykzbag@hotmail.com';
'Isegroves@barr.com'; "lvscheffler@hotmail.com'’; 'maebowman@aol.com’; 'mapanorman@usfamily.net’;
'marco.trivellizzi@kiewit.com'; 'mariner@eldinc.com’; ‘marshman1@hotmail.com’; 'mary.greening@co.dodge.mn.us'’;
'masnd76 @cox.net’; "'matthias@projectresources.net’; 'mbates@dadco.com’; 'mestopdetailers@hotmail.com’;
‘mdavidson@isd2899.k12.mn.us’; 'melissa.doperalski@state.mn.us'; ‘michael.pangborn@nexteraenergy.com’;
'michelle.bouta@umvrdc.org'; 'michellemcmorrow@yahoo.com'; 'mike@scrupleshaircare.com'; 'mir-mir-
z@suddenlink.net’; ‘'mjdolan@dolanitd.com’; ‘'msp@sei.cmu.edu’; Steckelberg, Mike GRE-MG; Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG;
‘muller.sharon@mayo.edu'’; 'mvezina@ muellersales.com’; ‘naherzog@msn.com’; ‘nancy.caneff@gmail.com’;
‘nicolairepair@embargmail.com’; 'niftyfarm@myclearwave.net’; ‘ninjette@msn.com'’; ‘o_hogwash@yahoo.com';
'org49ero@yahoo.com’; 'overland@legalectric.org'; 'pands@nobleswildblue.com'; "pat_stengel@hotmail.com’;
'patrick.anderson@lee. net’; "'pbartell@volco.net’; ‘peteadelmann@yahoo.com'; 'phydev@swrdc.org’;
‘pjholman@frontiernet.net’; ‘pkennon@acciona-na.com’; 'pmaccabec@visi.com’; 'renedy@msn.com'; 'rhenry@tewr.net’;
'rick.howden@mail.house.gov'; 'rickscherping@hotmail.com’; 'rminer@marcyconstruction.com'’;
'rothaus@trefoilcultural.com’; 'rschroeder@frandsenbank.com’; 'rschumacher@is-ea.com'; 'rtlyke@pitel.net’;
'rudlongboarding@yahoo.com’; 'ruccolo@fresh-energy.org'; 'scottw@wagnergreenhouses.com’; 'sgau@sleepyeyetel.net’;
'shaneske@hibbing.k12.mn,us'; 'shirleymidtownphillips@msn.com'; 'sindusti@msn.com};
'sjewell02@hamlineuniversity.edu’; 'sjnotch@albanytel.com'; 'skdelong @polarcomm.com'; "slwithers@ nfpinc.com’;
'sswartz@braunintertec.com'; 'sswenson@pipestonestar.com'; 'stacy.kotch@state.mn.us'; ‘stephanie.nyhus@state.mn.us';
'stevebubb@gmail.com'; 'stevelisa9@aol.com’; ‘'swnyhus@flaherty-hood.com’; 'tedebearmark@msn.com'’;
'themoellers_2@hotmail.com’; 'timhunstad@hotmail.com'; 'timothy_fehr@transcanada.com’;
'tkaufman@wellingtonmgt.com'; 'toddmorse@cableone. net'’; ‘tom@nationalconductor.com';
'TPORTER@REYNOLDSINC.COM'; ‘tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us'; ‘tscriven@rvtcorp.com'; ‘tswafford@umsi.us';
'ttadych@atcllc.com'; ‘vherring@briggs.com'; ‘vhessenius@myclearwave.net'; ‘ward06counciloffice@ci.minneapalis.mn.us';
‘wayne@wcif.org'’; ‘wcook@rpu.org'; 'wooder59@yahoo.com'

Cc: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG; Schmidt, Carole GRE-MG; Schaub, Peter GRE-MG

Subject: Notice of Intent by Great River Energy to seek local approval of the Northport 115kV Substation and
Transmission Line Project

Notice of Intent by Great River Energy to seek local approval of the Northport 115kV Substation and Transmission Line
Project

This notice is being sent on behalf of Marsha Parlow, Transmission Permitting Analyst.

Victoria Ely
Administrative Assistant
Land Rights Department
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek BEivd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

direct; 763-445-5971 [ cell: 763.360.7516 / fax: 763-445-6771 / toll-free: 888-521-0130, ext 5971
www. GreatRiverEneray.com
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RECEIVED JaN 3 0 2012

Energy Facllity Permitting
MINNESOTA 85 7th Place East, Suite 500

DEPARTMENT OF St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198
. COMMERCE ph 651,296.4026 | fx 651.297.7891
[y www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us

January 26, 2012

Mike Fischer

City of North Mankato
1001 Belgrade Ave.

PO Box 2055

North Mankato, MN 56002

Marsha Parlow

Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Blvd.
Maple Grove, MN 55369

Re: Local Review of Northpoint Substation and 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Commission Docket Number: ET2/LR-12-80

Dear Mr, Fischer and Ms. Parlow,

Greetings. This letter confirms that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
has received notification that Great River Energy (GRE) intends fo seek local review to construct
anew 1.1 mile long, 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and associated substation (Northpoint
Substation). The project would be located in the city of North Mankato and also in Belgrade
Township, Nicollet County.

Under the Power Plant Siting Act, a permit from the Commission is required for transmission
line projects over 100 kV (Minn. Stat. § 216E). However, local review and permitting is
possible for eligible projects (Minn. Stat. § 216E.05). For such projects, a utility may apply to a
local unit of government instead of the Commission for a permit to build the project. This letter
confirms that GRE’s proposed project is eligible for local review.

Based on the proposed location of the project, the city of North Mankato and Nicollet County are
the local units of government with jurisdiction to permit the project. GRE indicates that Nicollet
County has relinquished its permitting authority for the project to the city of North Mankato.
GRE relates that it submitted a conditional use permit application to the city of North Mankato
for the project on January 23, 2012. A local unit of government may relinquish its permitting
Jjurisdiction by requesting that the Commission assume jurisdiction within 60 days of the filing of
an application with the local unit of government (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 4).



An environmental review process, including the development of an environmental assessment
(EA), must be conducted by a local unit of government with jurisdiction over the project (Minn.
Rules 7850.5300). GRE indicates that city of North Mankato will be responsible for the
environmental review process for the proposed Northpoint project.

Specific requirements with regard to the environmental review process include (Minn. Rules
7850.5300, Subp. 5; see enclosed local review guide):

(1) Providing an opportunity for the public to participate in the development of the scope of
the environmental assessment before it is prepared,

(2) Publishing notice in the EQB Monitor when the assessment is available for review and
the procedure for commenting on the assessment, and

(3) Withholding a final decision on the project until at least ten days after the notice appears
in the EQB Monitor.

The city of North Mankato must provide a copy of the environmental assessment to the
Commission when it is completed (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 5). Electronic filing (eFiling)
of the environmental assessment is encouraged (https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling).

This letter confirms that GRE has sent the required notice to those persons on the Commission’s
general notification list that a permit has been applied for from a local unit of government (Minn.
Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 3).

Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Ray Kirsch
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
651-296-7588

enclosure

cc: Burl Haar, Commission
Bob Cupit, Commission



Local Review of Energy Facilities — A Guide for Governmental Units, Utilities, and
Developers

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has responsibility and authority for the siting
and routing of energy facilities in Minnesota, including power plants, transmission lines, wind farms, and
pipelines. For certain eligible projects, local review and permitting is possible (Minn. Stat. § 216E.05).
For these projects, a utility (or developer) may apply to a local unit of government instead of the
Commission for a permit to build the project.

Minnesota Rule 7850.5300 provides the procedural requirements that must followed by local units of
governments (LGUs) and by utilities/developers for the local review option. These requirements should
be reviewed before initiating a local review process.

Applicant Responsibilities

The utility/developer (applicant) considering local review should first ensure that the project meets the
eligibility requirements of Minn. Stat. 216E.05. Second, the applicant should discuss, with the applicable
LGU(s), the environmental review process required by Minn. Rule 7850.5300 and the permits that will
be required for the project.

The applicant must, within ten days of applying to an LGU for a permit, notify the Commission of their
intent to seek local review for the proposed project. The notice should include:

(1) A complete description of the project,

(2) A project map,

(3) The LGU that will be conducting the environmental review for the project,
(4) The LGU(s) that will need to issue a permit for the project, and

(5) Contact information for the applicant and LGU(s).

The notice should be electronically filed through the Commission’s eDockets system,
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling. Upon filing, the project will be assigned a docket number,
which will be used to reference all future documents related to the project.

The applicant must also mail (by post or email) notice to the Commission’s general notification list. This
is a list of persons who have expressed an interest in local review projects. The list is available by
contacting Department of Commerce, Energy Facility Permitting (EFP) staff. EFP staff acts as technical
staff to the Commission and ensures compliance with local review procedural requirements. EFP staff
contacts are listed on the Commission’s energy facility permitting website. The staff person for local
review projects is Ray Kirsch, 651-296-7588, raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us.

The notice to the general notification list, with an accompanying affidavit of service, should be
electronically filed into the eDockets system (eFiled).

LGU Responsibilities

A local unit of government (LGU) that accepts a local review project’, must conduct an environmental
review of the project before making a permit decision. This review requires the preparation of an
environmental assessment (EA). An EA is an environmental review document provided for by the Power
Plant Siting Act; it is not an EAW (see Minn. Rule 7850.3700). The environmental review process

' An LGU may request that the Commission assume jurisdiction over a project by making a request to the
Commission within 60 days of the permit application by the utility/developer, Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 4.

10.24.11 1



requires: (1) an opportunity for the public to develop the scope of the EA, and (2) notice in the EQB
Monitor when the EA is completed and how persons may view the EA. An LGU may not make a permit
decision until citizens have had a chance to review the EA (at least ten days after the EQB Monitor
notice).

An environmental assessment should include, in an appendix, the following documents:

(1) Notice of the EA scoping meeting (e.g., copy of letter, newspaper notice)

(2) All comments received on the scope of the EA, including citizen comments and agency
comments. If no comments were received (e.g., no citizen comments), then this should be
noted.

(3) A scoping decision by the responsible LGU which outlines those topics which will be evaluated
and discussed in the EA.

To ensure that citizens are aware of the proposed project and how they can participate, the LGU should
provide notice of public meetings (scoping meeting and any other public meetings for the project)
through: (1) newspaper notice and (2) direct notice to affected landowners/citizens. The LGU should
develop and use a mailing list that includes potentially affected citizens and applicable state agencies.
The LGU should use this mailing list to provide notice of the EA’s completion and availability for review
(in addition to placing notice in the EQB Monitor — most citizens do not regularly read the EQB Monitor).

The LGU which leads the environmental review process must provide a copy of the EA to the
Commission when completed. The EA should be electronically filed. An LGU does not need to submit
the permit that it issues for the project to the Commission.

eFiled Documents
Based on Minnesota Rule 7850.5300 and the above discussion of applicant and LGU responsibilities, the
documents that should be eFiled for a local review project include:

(1) Applicant’s notice to the Commission

(2) Applicant’s notice to the general notification list with affidavit of service

(3) Notice in the EQB Monitor of the availability of the environmental assessment
(4) The environmental assessment for the project

Assistance from EFP Staff

After the applicant provides notice to the Commission and to the general notification list, EFP staff will
send a letter to the applicant and applicable LGU(s) (1) affirming that the project is eligible for local
review, (2) recognizing one LGU as responsible for the environmental review of the project, and (3)
noting those LGUs which must issue a permit or approval for the project.

EFP staff is available to assist applicants and LGUs with questions concerning the local review process.
Additionally, applicants and LGUs can review previous local review projects on the Commission’s energy
facility permitting website, see Local Review.

Frequently Asked Questions

(1) What if a proposed project affects several LGUSs, e.g., County A, County B, and City C?
Each LGU will likely have a specific permit which is required for the project. For example, County A
and County B may need to issue a conditional use permit; City C may need to issue a facility permit.
However, there is only one environmental review process for the project; one EA is developed. The
LGUs affected must agree on the LGU that will lead the environmental review process. This LGU will

10.24.11 2



create the EA. All of the LGUs will then use the EA in making their permitting decisions. Thus, by
agreement, County A could develop the EA for the project. County A, County B, and City C would all
use this EA to make their respective permitting decisions.

2

Can an applicant email notice to those persons on the general notification list that have provided
email addresses?

Yes, notice can be provided by email. The State of Minnesota provides notice by regular mail and
solicits emall addresses only for backup contact information. However, applicants can provide
notice by a combination of email and regular mail, If an email address bounces, a regular mail
address should be used.

(3) How does an LGU place a notice in the EQB Monitor?
The EQB Monitor is a biweekly publication managed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
Notices for the EQB Monitor should be sent to: EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us. Staff contacts and the
EQB publishing schedule are available on the EQB website: www.eqgb.state.mn.us.

(4

How does an LGU electronically file documents?

Instructions for electronically filing (eFiling) documents with the Commission are included on the
eDockets website: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling. Click on “eFling Help,”
http://www.commerce.state.mn.us/eDocFile/eFilingHelp.html.
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Michael Fischer

From: Schaub, Peter GRE-MG [pschaub@GREnergy.com)
Sent:  Monday, January 23, 2012 2:13 PM

To: Michael Fischer
Subject: RE: North Mankato CUP
Mike:

I'm glad you received my letter and the check. Thank you for the email, I spoke
to Marsha and she explained to me the change in schedule.

Thanlk you for your help with this.
Peter

Peter M. Schaub
Sr. Field Representative
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Bivd.

Maple Grove, MN 55389

direct: 763.445.5976 / Fax: 763.445.6776 / cell: 612.801,7370
Toll Free: 800-442-3013 ext. 5976

Email: pschaub@GREnergy.com

From: Michael Fischer [mailto:michaelf@northmankato.com]
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2012 1:45 PM

To: Schaub, Peter GRE-MG

Cc: Parlow, Marsha GRE-MG

Subject: North Mankato Cup

Peter,

| received your CUP request and payment taday. In a telephone conversation with
Marsha this morning regarding the project review timeline, City review of the CUP will
occur on the following dates:

March 8, 2012 ~ Pianning Commission
March 19, 2012 ~ City Council

As we get closer to the review dates, | will send you a formal letter regarding the times
and dates of the upcoming meetings.

Feel free to contact me should you have any questions regarding the CUP review
process and timeline.

Mike Fischer

City Planner

City of North Mankato

1001 Belgrade Avenue

North Mankato, MN 56003
(507) 625-4141
michaelf@northmankato.com

1/23/2012

The agenda and public notice will be published on February 27, 2012.
Affidavits of publication and mailing will be posted on the PUC website.
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/PUC/index.html
Commission Docket Number ET2/LR-12-80







