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Appendix M - Comments and Responses -  
Agency, Local Government, Applicant

This appendix contains all of the written and oral comments received on the draft environmental impact 
statement (EIS) for this project, and responses to these comments by Department of Commerce, Energy 
Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff. The draft EIS was issued on March 21, 2014. Comments on the 
draft were solicited by EERA staff through public meetings and a public comment period. The public comment 
period ended on May 9, 2014.

A total of 404 written and oral comments were received during the public comment period. Each comment 
has been assigned a unique identification number (ID number, Final EIS ID #). Individuals who submitted 
multiple written comments have been assigned a separate comment ID number for each comment. Individuals 
who made multiple oral comments have been assigned a separate ID number for each comment period at the 
microphone. 

This appendix includes EERA staff’s responses to each of the 404 comments received. Some of these responses 
are relatively short; others are longer. Some of the responses include modification of the text, tables, maps and 
figures of the EIS. All such modifications are noted in the responses. All substantive modifications to the text 
of the EIS appear in bold type.

Comments in this appendix have been arranged in four volumes. Volume 1 includes written comments from 
agencies, local units of government and the applicant. Volumes 2 and 3 include written comments from 
citizens arranged in alphabetical order. Volume 2 includes citizen comments from A through N. Volume 3 
includes citizen comments from O through Z. Volume 4 includes oral comments arranged chronologically as 
the public information meetings occurred – April 22, 23 and 24, 2014, in the cities of Fairmont, Jackson and 
Blue Earth, respectively.  

A separate table of contents has been prepared to aid readers in finding particular comments and responses 
in this appendix. The table of contents includes the commenter’s name, ID number, the page on which the 
comment begins and the page on which EERA staff’s response begins. 

For each comment submission, an image of the comment letter or the transcript from the public meeting is 
provided on the left-hand page, along with the comment ID number. Individual sub-comments within each 
comment have been marked on the left-hand side of the page to indicate their location. These sub-comments 
are designated with the ID number followed by a dash and a number for the sub-comment. Thus, for example, 
comment 16-1 is the first sub-comment in the submission from commenter #16; 16-2 is the second sub-
comment. 

EERA responses to each sub-comment are provided on the right-hand page. Responses are labeled with the 
same nomenclature as the sub-comments (e.g., 16-2) and correspond one-to-one with the marked sub-
comments. 

In the responses to comments, Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis staff 
is referred to as EERA staff. Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources, Energy Regulation and 
Planning staff is referred to as DER staff. 
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