Minnesota Department of Natural Resources e
500 Lafayette Road © St. Paul, MN © 55155-40

May 25, 2011

' DEPARTMENT OF
Scott Ek, State Permit Manager NATURAL RESOURCES

Energy Facility Permitting
Division of Energy Resources
85 7w Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

Re:  Route Permit Application for the St. Cloud Loop 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Sauk
Rapids, Minnesota [PUC Docket No. E002/TL-10-1026]

Dear Mr. Ek:

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has reviewed the Route Permit Application for
the St. Cloud Loop 115 kV Transmission Line Project and provides the following input.

Generally, from the information provided, the Proposed Route, or Proposed Route with Segment A,
impacts less forested land and water features than the Alternative Route. The Proposed Route also
primarily utilizes existing rights-of-way. An exception to this general assessment is a wetland area and
wooded swale in the northeast quadrant of the Highway 10/Benton Drive interchange along the
Proposed Route. The Proposed Route through this area following the alignment shown in the Route
Permit Application would appear to result in substantial tree clearing. The wooded swale in this area is
also known to be periodically used by a pair of red-tailed hawks. It may be possible to avoid tree
clearing if the alignment is changed within the propose right of way if the line is routed over a Type 2
(lowland grass) wetland. However, following Segment A through this area would appear to avoid more
forest impacts and would also avoid proliferation of transmission lines by following developed rights-of-
way. The DNR recommends avoiding vegetation impacts through these areas to the extent possible,
which appears to be more likely if Segment A is followed. The DNR would also appreciate the
opportunity to provide input regarding alignments through this portion of the project. Any necessary
vegetation clearing should occur outside of the migratory bird nesting season, which generally includes
April through July.

Wooded wet swales occur north and south of Golden Spike Road at the Highway 10 interchange. These
swales are part of an important wetland corridor and provide the only contiguous tree cover in the
immediate area. The DNR recommends avoiding tree and shrub removal in these wetland swales.

The Route Permit Application lists summaries of DNR comments and includes a statement that the
applicant and DNR are currently working on these comments. The DNR appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments during early stages of project development and that the concerns were identified in
the Route Permit Application along with mitigation plans such as Blanding’s Turtle best management
practices. Further coordination is still recommended regarding previously submitted comments and
mitigation recommendations, including those summarized in the Route Permit Application. Some
example topics include: alignment in forested and wetland areas; recommended locations of bird
diverters to avoid collisions of migratory birds using the Mississippi River corridor including trumpeter
swans (state-listed threatened), Canada geese, and sandhill cranes; and avoidance of hydrologic impacts
to a fen near the Proposed Route.
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DNR staff appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding the St. Cloud Loop Project. Please
contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

~

Jamie Schrenzel

Principal Planner
Environmental Review Unit
(651) 259-5115

Ek 5/25/2011 pg. 2



Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Schrenzel, Jamie (DNR)

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2011 10:06 AM

To: Ek, Scott (COMM)

Cc: Doperalski, Melissa (DNR); Doneen, Randall (DNR); Colvin, Steve E (DNR); Joyal, Lisa
(DNR)

Subject: St. Cloud Loop 115 kV Transmission Line - DNR Comment Letter Clarification

Attachments: DNR-CommentsSt.CloudLoopTransmissionApplication110525.pdf

Mr. Ek:

The following paragraph was included in the attached DNR comment letter sent May 25, 2011 regarding the St.
Cloud Loop 115 kV Transmission Line Route Permit Application and contains an error:

“Generally, from the information provided, the Proposed Route, or Proposed Route with Segment A,
impacts less forested land and water features than the Alternative Route. The Proposed Route also
primarily utilizes existing rights-of-way. An exception to this general assessment is a wetland area and
wooded swale in the northeast quadrant of the Highway 10/Benton Drive interchange along the
Proposed Route. The Proposed Route through this area following the alignment shown in the Route
Permit Application would appear to result in substantial tree clearing. The wooded swale in this area is
also known to be periodically used by a pair of red-tailed hawks. It may be possible to avoid tree
clearing if the alignment is changed within the propose right of way if the line is routed over a Type 2
(lowland grass) wetland. However, following Segment A through this area would appear to avoid more
forest impacts and would also avoid proliferation of transmission lines by following developed rights-of-
way. The DNR recommends avoiding vegetation impacts through these areas to the extent possible,
which appears to be more likely if Segment A is followed. The DNR would also appreciate the
opportunity to provide input regarding alignments through this portion of the project. Any necessary
vegetation clearing should occur outside of the migratory bird nesting season, which generally includes
April through July.”

Please disregard the above paragraph and consider the following two comments in its place for clarification
purposes:

Generally, from the information provided, the Proposed Route, or Proposed Route with Segment A,
impacts less forested land and water features than the Alternative Route. The Proposed Route primarily
utilizes existing rights-of-way. An exception is a wooded area near the intersection of County Road
29/35™ Street NW and Highway 10 in the northern portion of the project (see Application Figure B-3).
The two route options near this location are Segment A and the Proposed Route. The Proposed Route
through this area, following the alignment shown in the Route Permit Application, appears to result in
substantial tree clearing. It may be possible to avoid tree clearing if the alignment is changed within the
right-of-way. However, following Segment A through this area would appear to avoid more forest
impacts and would also avoid proliferation of transmission lines by following developed rights-of way.
The DNR recommends avoiding vegetation impacts through these areas to the extent possible, which
appears to be more likely if Segment A is followed. The DNR would also appreciate the opportunity to
provide input regarding alignments through this portion of the project.

The Proposed Route also crosses through a wetland area and wooded swale near the northeast quadrant
of the Highway 10/Benton Drive interchange (see Application Figure B-9). The wooded swale is an
important green space in a developed area and is known to be periodically used by a pair of red-tailed
hawks. Red-tailed hawks are not a rare species. However, their presence serves as an indicator that the
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area has habitat value despite its location in a developed area. EXxisting lines there occur in a narrow
corridor cleared of trees; the new line could result in substantial additional tree clearing depending on its
placement, or generally avoid trees if spanning a Type 2 (lowland grass) wetland. The DNR
recommends that the alignment selected through this area avoid as much vegetation clearing as possible,
and would appreciate the opportunity to provide input regarding the alignment through this area as
details are available. Any necessary vegetation clearing should occur outside of the migratory bird
nesting season, which generally includes April through July.

Thank-you for your consideration of these clarifications the May 25, 2011 DNR comment letter and for your
patience with any inconvenience correcting the record. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jamie Schrenzel

Principal Planner
Environmental Review Unit
(651) 259-5115



Minnesota Department of Transportation

Office of Technical Support Phone: 651-366-4635
395 John Ireland Boulevard Fax: 651-366-4769
Saint Paul, MN 55155 Mailstop 678 stacy kotch@state.mn.us
May 25, 2011

Scott Ek

Planning Director

Office of Energy Security

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: In the Matter of Xcel Energy's Applications for a Route Permit for the St. Cloud Loop
115kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket Numbers: E002/TL-10-1026

Dear Mr. Ek:

On April 13, 2011, the Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) issued a Notice Of
Public Information and EA Scoping Meetings and request for public comments on the scope of the
Environmental Assessment (EA) relating to the route permit application by Xcel Energy fora 115
kV High Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit for the St. Cloud Loop 115kV Transmission Line
Project in Benton County. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has reviewed
the route permit application regarding the proposed transmission line project and submits the
following comments in response to the Notice.

Mn/DOT appreciates the opportunity to comment on the scope of the EA. Mn/DOT wishes
to participate in the development of the EA so that it will contain a thorough evaluation of the
effects various route proposals may have on the state transportation system. Mn/DOT's
fundamental interest is to ensure that the EA identifies and quantifies, to the extent possible, any
impacts the proposed high voltage transmission line (HVTL) may have on the safety of the
transportation system, the effectiveness of the operations or maintenance of the state trunk
highway system and any additional costs that may be imposed on the state trunk highway fund as
a result of the location of the proposed HVTL.

Mn/DOT's approach to the HVTLs such as those involved in the Xcel's proposal is to work
to accommodate these HVTLs within or as near as feasible to the trunk highway rights of way,
based on an evaluation of the specific locations to ensure that appropriate clearance is maintained
to preserve the safety of the traveling public and highway workers and the effective operation of
the highway system now and in the foreseeable future. Mn/DOT has adopted a formal policy and
procedures for accommodation of utilities on the highway rights-of-way (Utility Accommodation
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Policy"). A copy of Mn/DOT's policy can be found at
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/files/pdf/appendix-b.pdf .

Mn/DOT's policy seeks to permit utilities to occupy portions of the highway rights-of-way
where such occupation does not put the safety of the traveling public or highway workers at risk or
unduly impair the public's investment in the transportation system.

A review of the route permit application shows that the preferred route has a segment that
would run parallel to US Highway 10. This section of US Highway 10 is freeway design and the
provisions of the Utility Accommodation Policy relating to freeways will be applicable at this
location. The EA should assess the relationship of the placement of the proposed utility poles and
the location of the highway activities for both the current traveled way and the future traveled way,
including Benton County and the City of Sauk Rapids’ plan to revise the interchange at US 10 and
Benton CSAH 3 (Golden Spike Road). The limits of construction for that revision may now be
available. The Permittee should contact Benton County for the new right of way limits and base the
pole placement on that information. Such future improvements to the highway may change the
proximity of the proposed HVTL and make the line close enough to occupy a portion of the
highway right of way.

Highway crossings by utilities generally do not pose insurmountable difficulties in issuing a
permit, and Mn/DOT routinely grants such permits to a variety of types of utilities. These permits
usually have conditions associated with them, such as placement of the poles so that they do not
become a physical obstruction that might be struck by an errant vehicles or block the visibility of
traffic. Mn/DOT also does not permit utilities to run diagonally across intersections and prefers that
crossings occur as close to right angles as possible. Mn/DOT has a long history of working with
Xcel and other utilities to establish appropriate conditions in locations where the utility seeks to
cross a trunk highway.

Sincerely,

Stacy Kotch
Utility Transmission Route Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Andrew_Horton@fws.gov

Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:58 AM

To: Ek, Scott (COMM)

Cc: Kaluzniak, Mike (PUC); joseph.g.sedarski@xcelenergy.com
Subject: MPUC Docket No. E002/TL-10-1026

Thank you for contacting this office about the proposed construction of a new 115 kV transmission line in Sauk Rapids,
Minnesota. Our records indicate there are no federally listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed
critical habitat within the action area of the proposed project. Our only recommendation would be to avoid or
minimize wetland impacts in the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of Section 14, Township 36, Range 31 and NE 1/4 of SW 1/4 of
Section 25, Township 36, Range 31.

If project plans change, additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available, or new species are
listed that may be affected by the project, consultation should be reinitiated. If you have any further questions,
please contact me at (612) 725-3548 x2208. Thank you.

Andrew Horton

Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Twin Cities ES Field Office
4101 American Blvd East
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665
(612) 725-3548 ext. 2208



MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF

» COMMERCE

A
Verbal Comment Log
Commenter’s Name: Terry Douvier
Commenter’s Address: 3465 Quarry Rd. NE, Sauk Rapids, MN
EFP Representative: Scott Ek
Date of Conversation: May 11, 2011 (After Public Meeting)
Topic: St. Cloud Loop Project

I spoke to Mr. Douvier after the public meeting about the possibility of shifting the alignment
and right-of-way of the proposed transmission line at a point approximately one-quarter of a mile
west from the intersection of County Road 57 and County Road 29 where the route turns directly
south and then southwest to U.S. Highway 10 (Section 14 of Sauk Rapids Township).

Mr. Douvier suggested that the proposed alignment and right-of-way in that area be shifted north

and northwest approximately 300 feet so that it would follow an existing tree line in an attempt
to reduce the right-of-way tree clearing that would likely be necessary in that area.

PUC Docket no. E002/TL-10-1026



