
North Dakota training looks at building science of high-performance, 
energy-efficient homes 

Home builders, realtors, appraisers, lenders, building inspectors, energy assessors, and other related 
professionals will have a unique opportunity to participate in joint training intended to bring them up-
to-date on the new building science of constructing homes for high performance and low energy use. 
The training, called “What’s New in Residential Construction?”, will be held Oct. 4–5 in Fargo, N.D., 
and brings diverse industry professionals together that will enable them to: 

• Define the terms associated with the new building science such as Energy Ratings, Home 
Energy Rating System report, air changes per hour, high-performance house, smart house, 
green house, net zero energy house, passive solar house, zero energy ready house. 

• List the benefits of high-performance construction. 
• Identify ways to market and establish the fair appraised value of high-performance homes. 

 

The four-hour training will be repeated three times (Tuesday 8 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., or 
Wednesday 8 a.m. to noon) and will be held in a high-performance home (like the one below). 
Sandra Adomatis, author of Residential Green Valuation Tools, will present the first three hours. In 
the fourth hour a 3D computer mock-up will be shown to highlight key design elements of the home 
along with their energy and sustainability benefits. A guided tour will follow to point out the special 
features of the home and to share details on how such a home should be marketed and appraised 
to capture its true value. Continuing education credits are in submittal for some of the professions. 

Training will be provided in a high-performance, 5,800-square-foot home (excluding garage) with an annual 
energy bill of approximately $700. (Photo by Larry Mayer) 

http://www.adomatisappraisalservice.com/
http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/residential-green-valuation-tools/


 

This training is the first in a two-year series. Future trainings will target each of the specific industry 
professional groups to allow a deeper dive into specifics relevant to that group, such as how to build 
a high-performance home and document its performance, how to effectively market and sell a high- 
performance home at a fair market value, how to properly appraise a high-performance home, and 
how to process a loan for a high-performance home within FHA guidelines using a green addendum. 

The training, funded by the North Dakota Department of Commerce, is open to Minnesota 
professionals in the building industry. The deadline for registration is September 26. For more 
information, contact Larry Mayer, Solution Design Inc. (701-799-1758), or Jenny Erickson at the 
Home Builders Association of Fargo-Moorhead (701-232-5846). 
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