
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Hennepin 4th Judicial District

16A11133Prosecutor File No.
 Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Warrant

vs.

KIRK JAMES BARTCH    DOB: 01/20/1965

1022 5th Avenue NW
Apt #9
East Grand Forks, MN 56721

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.17.4(2), 609.52.3(5), 609.52.3(1)
Maximum Sentence: HALF OF, 20 YEARS AND/OR $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 04/20/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16000916

Charge Description: That on or between 4/20/2016 and 4/29/2016, in Hennepin County, Minnesota,
James Bartch Kirk attempted to obtain property or services from victim by swindling him/her using artifice,
trick, device or other means, and the property or services had an aggregate value in excess of Thirty-Five
Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00).

COUNT II

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 YEARS AND/OR $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 04/20/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16000916

Charge Description: That on or between 4/20/2016 and 4/29/2016, in Hennepin County, Minnesota,
James Bartch Kirk obtained property or services from victim by swindling him/her using artifice, trick,
device or other means, and the property or services had a value in excess of Five Thousand Dollars
($5,000.00).
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COUNT III

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.17.4(2), 609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: HALF OF, 10 YEARS AND/OR $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 04/20/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16000916

Charge Description: That on or between 4/20/2016 and 4/29/2016, in Hennepin County, Minnesota,
James Bartch Kirk attempted to obtain property or services from victim by swindling him/her using artifice,
trick, device or other means, and the property or services had a value in excess of Five Thousand Dollars
($5,000.00).
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Complainant has investigated the facts and circumstances of this offense and believes the following
establishes probable cause: 

On April 29, 2016, Edina Police took a report of theft from P.M., a resident of Edina. P.M. told police that
KIRK JAMES BARTCH (“Defendant”) had swindled her of a large amount of money by persuading her to
give him the money to invest in a company Defendant told her he was associated with. Defendant then kept
the money for his own personal use. 

P.M. told police that she met Defendant at the Circle K gas station located at 5401 France Avenue S,
Edina, Hennepin County, Minnesota on April 20, 2016. Defendant told P.M. he was looking for investors for
a business. P.M. agreed to meet with Defendant the next day at the Starbucks located at 3939 W 50th
Street, Edina, Hennepin County, Minnesota. At this meeting, Defendant persuaded P.M. to invest a total of
$36,000.00 in a business called Pulse 4 Life Company. P.M. wrote Defendant a check for $11,000.00
during this meeting. 

P.M. then met Defendant at the U.S. Bank located at 4100 W 50th Street, Edina, Hennepin County,
Minnesota on April 22, 2016. P.M. applied for a loan for $25,000.00 and then issued Defendant a check for
$25,000.00. 

P.M. was informed the following week that the loan application would take longer than expected to process,
but Defendant continued to call and text her asking when he could cash the check. This caused P.M. to
change her mind about the investment. P.M. canceled the loan application and stopped payment on the
check. Defendant never returned the remaining $11,000.00 to P.M. 

Police contacted a representative for the Pulse 4 Life Company and learned that Defendant had never
been asked to invest in Pulse 4 Life Company. The representative further said that Defendant was not an
investor in Pulse 4 Life Company. 

In a post-Miranda statement, Defendant admitted to police that he never invested any of the money in Pulse
4 Life Company or any other business. Defendant further admitted that he attempted to deposit the
$25,000.00 check. Defendant also admitted to spending all of the $11,000.00 on his own personal
expenses and admitted that he did not invest any of the money in Pulse 4 Life Company as he represented
to P.M. 

Defendant is presently in custody on an unrelated matter. A warrant is therefore requested.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Scott John Willson Electronically Signed:
10/26/2016 02:42 PM
Hennepin County,  Minnesota

Special Agent
85 7th Place East
Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101
Badge: 106

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
10/26/2016 10:48 AM

Zachary Stephenson
300 S 6th St
Minneapolis, MN 55487
(612) 348-5550
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Fourth Avenue S, Minneapolis, MN 55415 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANTX
To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute NationwideX Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $75,000.00
Conditions of Release:  No Contact with Minors/Males/Females under age of:: No children under 18; Make All Appearances;
Remain Law Abiding

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: October 26, 2016.

Judicial Officer David Duffy
Judge

Electronically Signed: 10/26/2016 02:59 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

Kirk James Bartch
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Warrant

upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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DEFENDANT FACT SHEET

Name: Kirk James Bartch

DOB: 01/20/1965

Address: 1022 5th Avenue NW
Apt #9
East Grand Forks, MN 56721

Alias Names/DOB:

SID:  

Height:

Weight:

Eye Color:

Hair Color:

Gender: MALE

Race:

Fingerprints Required per Statute: Yes

Fingerprint match to Criminal History Record: No

Handgun Permit: No

Driver's License #:  

SILS Person ID #: 805958

SILS Tracking No. 2897349

Alcohol Concentration:
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STATUTE AND OFFENSE GRID

Cnt
Nbr

Statute
Type

Offense
Date(s)

Statute Nbrs and Descriptions Offense
Level

MOC GOC Controlling
Agencies

Case
Numbers

1 Charge 4/20/2016 609.52.2(a)(4)
Theft-By Swindle

Felony U1069 A MN062095Y 16000916

  Penalty 4/20/2016 609.52.3(1)
Theft-Firearm or Property Value Over
$35,000

Felony U1069 A MN062095Y 16000916

  Penalty 4/20/2016 609.17.4(2)
Anticipatory
Crimes-Attempts-Penalty-1/2 Of
Intended

Felony U1069 A MN062095Y 16000916

2 Charge 4/20/2016 609.52.2(a)(4)
Theft-By Swindle

Felony U106G   MN062095Y 16000916

  Penalty 4/20/2016 609.52.3(2)
Theft-Value over $5,000 or Trade
Secret, Explosive, Controlled
Substance I or II

Felony U106G   MN062095Y 16000916

3 Charge 4/20/2016 609.52.2(a)(4)
Theft-By Swindle

Felony U106G A MN062095Y 16000916

  Penalty 4/20/2016 609.52.3(2)
Theft-Value over $5,000 or Trade
Secret, Explosive, Controlled
Substance I or II

Felony U106G A MN062095Y 16000916

  Penalty 4/20/2016 609.17.4(2)
Anticipatory
Crimes-Attempts-Penalty-1/2 Of
Intended

Felony U106G A MN062095Y 16000916
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