
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Dakota 1st Judicial District

CA-2016-01768Prosecutor File No.
 Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

CHRISTOPHER ROBERT LUEDTKE    DOB: 12/17/1973

15966 Highland Pointe Court
Apple Valley, MN 55124

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Aggravated Forgery (Utter or Possess)
Minnesota Statute: 609.625.3, with reference to:  609.625.1
Maximum Sentence: 0-10 Years and/or $6,000.00  -  $20,000.00
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/06/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16000982

Charge Description: On or about October 6, 2015, in the County of Dakota, Minnesota, CHRISTOPHER
ROBERT LUEDTKE, did with intent to defraud, utter or possess with intent to utter any forged writing or
object mentioned in Minn. Stat. 609.625, subdivision 1, not including a check as defined in 609.631 or a
financial transaction card as defined in 609.821, knowing it to have been so forged.

COUNT II

Charge: Aggravated Forgery (Writing or Object)
Minnesota Statute: 609.625.1(1)
Maximum Sentence: 0-10 Years and/or $6,000.00  -  $20,000.00
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/01/2015 to 10/06/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16000982

Charge Description: On or about September 1, 2015 - October 6, 2015, in the County of Dakota,
Minnesota, CHRISTOPHER ROBERT LUEDTKE, did with intent to defraud, falsely make or alter a writing
or object whereby, when genuine, legal rights, privileges, or obligations are created, terminated,
transferred, or evidenced, or any writing normally relied upon as evidence of debt or property rights, other
than a check as defined in Minn. Stat 609.631 or a financial card as defined in 609.821, so that it purports
to have been made by another or by the maker or alterer under an assumed or fictitious name, or at
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another time, or with different provisions, or by authority of one who did not give such authority.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

In May of 2016, an agent of the Minnesota Department of Commerce Fraud Bureau met with an

individual who had been the victim of a forgery of a real estate title document for a residence in the City of

Apple Valley, Dakota County.

The victim reported that she had been dating an individual she identified as CHRISTOPHER

ROBERT LUEDTKE, the defendant, since 2013. The victim indicated she had purchased a home in July of

2014 in Apple Valley, she was the sole person listed on the title and mortgage. LUEDTKE and the victim

were living together and became engaged in December of 2014.

In August of 2015 the victim had agreed to add LUETKE to the title for the home and they drafted a

Quit Claim Deed to add LUEDTKE. That document was filed with the county, but was rejected as the

victim’s name was misspelled, it contained an incorrect description of the property and it only listed the

victim on the tax statement portion.  After the rejection, the victim had second thoughts about adding

LUETKE to the title for the residence and told him she did not want to add him.

In mid-October of 2015, the victim opened mail that had been sent to her and LUEDTKE from the

Dakota County. She discovered that another Quit Claim Deed had been filed with the County on 10/6/15,

adding LUEDTKE to the title and giving him property rights to the residence. The victim noted that the

signature on the paperwork was not hers. The victim confronted LUEDTKE about it and he stated because

they were engaged and due to the prior rejection he could legally sign her name on the document.

In June of 2016, during a recorded phone call between the victim, a friend and LUEDTKE; they were

attempting to get LUEDTKE to sign the residence back to the victim and LUEDTKE refused. LUEDTKE

admitted he had forged the victim’s signature on the deed. LUEDTKE claimed that he was free to do so

because they were engaged, and because the first deed had been rejected for errors. He also claimed that

the notary had told him he could sign for the victim.

The agent spoke with the notary who stamped the document when it was presented by LUEDTKE at

the Apple Valley office and she indicated she would never and had not told LUEDTKE that he could sign

another’s signature. The notary stated they were short staffed and had step in at lunch and had been

looking at the rejection paperwork to make sure the errors were correct and should have paid more

attention to the signature.

3



SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Brandon Johnson Electronically Signed:
08/19/2016 09:17 AM
Ramsey County,  MN

Supervisory Special Agent
85 7th Place East
Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101
Badge: 102

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/10/2016 03:15 PM

Dain L Olson
Assistant Dakota County
Attorney
1560 Hwy 55
Hastings, MN 55033-2392
(651) 438-4438
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 1560 W Highway 55 Dakota County Judicial Center, Hastings, MN 55033 to
answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: August 19, 2016.

Judicial Officer Kathryn D. Messerich
Judge of District Court

Electronically Signed: 08/19/2016 09:31 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF DAKOTA
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

Christopher Robert Luedtke
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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