
Minnesota remains 10th in 2016 ACEEE State 
Energy Efficiency Scorecard 
Minnesota ranked 10th in the 2016 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard and scored 31 points out of a 
possible 50, the same position and score it earned last year. Minnesota has ranked among the top 
10 in nine of the 10 years the scorecard has been compiled by the American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy (ACEEE). California and Massachusetts tied for first. 
 
The State Energy Efficiency Scorecard measures the progress of state policies and programs that 
save energy while also benefiting the environment and promoting growth. It uses data vetted by state 
energy officials to rank states in six categories: 
 

• utility programs 
• transportation 
• building energy codes 
• combined heat and power 
• state initiatives 
• appliance standards 

 
Minnesota earned 12.5 out of 20 points for its utility policies and programs. The state’s utilities 
administer both electricity and natural gas efficiency programs, and continued to post high levels of 
energy savings in 2015, the scorecard reports. Decoupling and performance incentives are in place 
for utilities, which value energy efficiency as a low-cost utility system resource. 
 
Minnesota also ranked high in the building energy codes and state initiatives areas, scoring 6 out of 
a possible 7 points in each. It scored well for its building energy code stringency and compliance 
efforts. In 2015, the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) became effective for both 
residential and commercial buildings. The state offers code training and outreach, and completed a 
baseline compliance study in September 2013. 
 
State-led energy efficiency initiatives proved to be a bright spot. The report said: “The state offers 
multiple loan programs and energy efficiency investments. Minnesota has enabled Property 
Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing and has several active programs. The state government 
leads by example by setting energy requirements for public buildings, benchmarking energy use, and 
encouraging the use of energy savings performance contracts.” 
 
In summarizing the state’s highlights and opportunities, the scorecard notes: “Minnesota continued 
to rank among the top energy-efficient states in the nation. It is also looking to the future through 
ongoing efforts to modernize its grid and unlock new opportunities for efficiency. The past year has 
seen significant work on the state’s new 2025 Energy Action Plan, which lays out a path forward on 
renewable energy and efficiency targets, and on the e21 Initiative designed to align the utility 
business model with state policy goals.”  
 
To learn more about Minnesota’s scorecard performance, read more (pdf).  
 
The overall scorecard shows that energy efficiency is a key resource in the top 10 states and others, 
with utilities spending approximately $7.7 billion in 2015 for efficiency programs nationwide, up from 
approximately $7.3 billion in 2014. 
 
Download the complete scorecard.  

http://www.mn.gov/commerce/policy-data-reports/energy-data-reports/mn-action-plan.jsp
http://aceee.org/sites/default/files/pdf/state-sheet/2016/minnesota.pdf
http://aceee.org/state-policy/scorecard


 
ACEEE State Energy Efficiency Scorecard Top Ten States 
 
1. California 
1. Massachusetts 
3. Vermont 
4. Rhode Island 
5. Connecticut 
6. New York 
7. Oregon 
8. Washington 
9. Maryland 
10. Minnesota 

 


