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Topics in this issue
Policies and Procedures: FFY2016 EAP funding update; EAP Service Provider website reminder; 
Household/community outreach and coordination encouraged 
Notices: None 

Policies & Procedures
FFY2016 EAP funding update: Still uncertain about release date 

HHS has yet to release funds for the second quarter of FFY2016. The funding would be 
the remaining 10 percent of Minnesota’s EAP funds for FFY2016. Commerce EAP is 
anticipating additional funds in the neighborhood of $12.6M. Additional Administrative 
and Assurance 16 funds will be distributed from the coming award. Minnesota’s 
second EAP award could come at any time, but should not be later than this month. 

EAP Service Provider website reminder  
Service Providers must maintain up-to-date EAP information on local websites. Periodically reviewing EAP 
information is recommended to ensure information is correct, downloads are functional, and links to other sources 
are intact.  

Service Provider websites must meet the following standards: 
 Contain local Service Provider address and phone number; 
 Have basic EAP information including income and eligibility guidelines and how to apply; 
 Make available the current Federal Fiscal Year Energy Programs Application (including the Instructions and 

Privacy Notice and Your Rights and Responsibilities) with local Service Provider name/address/phone or a 
connection to the Commerce web application with clear instructions to mail the completed application to the 
local Service Provider; and 

 Contain a link to the correct Commerce website address: http://mn.gov/commerce/. 

Household/community outreach and coordination encouraged 
No ROOM this program year 
Current projections show EAP has adequate 
funding for the program year and will not Run 
Out Of Money (ROOM). EAP applications are 
down 12 percent compared to a year ago, 
which equates with Primary Heat Benefits 
expenditure being down $10M from last year. 
Most EAP Service Providers are caught up with 
application processing and are working on 
applications as they are received. 
 
Continue outreach activity 
EAP Service Providers are encouraged to engage in household and community outreach efforts that encourage 
households to apply for EAP. A suggestion is to check with other Service Providers to see what has proven 
successful in reaching new households. Contact last year’s EAP households, who have not applied for the current 
program year. Though the CWR ends April 15, some energy vendors begin sending disconnection notices 30 days 
prior to that date, so requests for Crisis assistance may increase beginning mid-March. 
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