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BEFORE THE MINNESOTA
l : BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
In the Matter of e STIPULATION AND ORDER
. Christine Napijerala, D.VM. ‘ o , : :
- License No. 08089 '
’ST[PULATION

Christine Naplerala D.V.M. ("Licensee™), and the. Minnesota Board of Vetennary.
Mechcmc Complaint Review Committes ("Complaml Review Comrmttee") agree that the above-
referenced matter may be resolved without trial of any issue or fact as follows:

L
JURISDICTION

A, The Minnesota Board of Veterinary Medicine ("Board") is authorized under
Minnesota Statutes chapter 156 to license and regulate veterinarians and to take disciplinary
action as appropriate.

B. Licensee holds a license from the Board to practice veterinary medicine in the
State of Minnesota and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Board With respect to the matters
referred to in this Stipulation and Order.

IL
COMPLAINT REVIEW COMMITTER

A. The Complaint Review Commitice, which negotiated this Stipulation and Order
with Licensee, is composed of Frances Smith, D.V.M., Board President, Meg Glatﬂy, DVM.,,
Board Member, _and Roland C. Olson, D.V.M., Executive Director of the Board. Susan E.
Damon, Assistant Attorney General, represented the Complaint Review Committee. Licensee

was advised of her right to be represented by counsel in this wmatter, and knowingly and

voluntarily waived that right,
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II1,
FACTS
A For purposcs of Board of Vetennary Medicine proceedmvs only and without
| prejudice to Llcensee In 2 proceeding in any. nther forurn the chrd may consider the folIow:ng
as truc

; L. '_ ‘Licensee was iﬁitially licensed by the Boérd as akvcteﬂnaﬁzm on June 17,
1989, | R |
| 2. On May 7, 1997, the Board suspended Licensee’s ‘licensé to practice
| veterinary medicine in the State of Minnesota under the authority of Minn. R. 9100.0500, subps.
5 and 6, based on Licensee's nonpayment of her renewal fee for the license period Mareh 1, 1997

through February 28, 1999 and a late fee. _ _ ‘

3. By letter dated May 13, 1997, the Board’s Executive Director notified
Licensee of the May 7, 1997 suspension, and informed her that ihe suspended status of her
license would be removed only upon payment of a reinstatement fee -plus renewal fees and late
penalty fees for each year or part of a year that the license was not renewed. The May 13, 1997
letter notifying Licensee of the suspension was sent by certified mail, return receipt requested.
On May 14, 1997, Liccnsec.. signed the certified mail return receipt for the May 13, 1997 letter,
Licensee’s license has not been reinstated since it was suspended on May 7, 1997,

4, Following the suspension of Licensee’s license and foilmiving Licensee’s
receipt of the May 13, 1997 letter notifying her of the suspension, Licensee continued to practice
veteﬁhary medicine in the State of Minnesota,

5. Following the suspension of Licensee’s license and fdllowing Licensee's
receipt of the May 13, 1997 letter notifying her of the suspension, advertisements listing Licensee
as a veterinarian were placed in the January 1998/1999 US West Dex Yellow Pages for
Minneapolis and Surrounding Area and in the July 1998/1999 US West Dex Yellow Pages for St.

Paul and Surounding Area. The advertisements were misleading, as a reader of the
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advertisements would reasonably believe that Licensee held an active license to practice
veterinary medicine in the State of Minnesota.

o 6 . The Complaint Review Committee of the Board commenced an
1nvest1gatmn of Licensee relating to the alleganons that Licensee had practiced and advemsed.
after her license was suspended. In connection \mth thc 1nvesugat10n, the Comnnttee issued a

- Notice of Conference with Board C.‘omplamt Review Connmttee Wthh scheduled a dlscxphnary
conference for 11: :30 a.m. on May 4, 1999 The Notice of Coni‘erence listed a]legatmns against
Licensee and contained a statement mformmg Licensee that Minnesota Statutes section 156.123
required her to appear at the coﬁferencé. The Notice of Coﬁférence further stated that the
Complaint Reviéw Committee requested a written response to the allegations no later than seven
days before the conference and requested that Licensee bring to the conference certain patient
medical records relating to the investigation, The Notice of Conference was served on Li&enscc
by certified United States mail on April 13, 1999. On April 15, 1999, Licensee signed the
certified mail return receipt for the Notice of Conference. Licensee did not submit the requested
wrilten response to the allegations, did not appear at the May 4, 1999 conference and did not
provide the Complaint Review Committee with any of the requested medical records.

7. On or about May 26, 1999, an investigator served a Board subpoena duces.
tecumn on Licensee for patient medical records and appointment books in Licensee’s possession
relating to the investigation. The investigator asked Licensee to provide the requested records

- and appomtment books by June 4, 1999. Licensee did not objéct to the subpoena. However,
Licensee failed either to produce any of the medical records or appointment books sought by the
subpoena or to inform the iﬁvcsﬁgatom that the records did not exist.

IV.
LAWS
A. - Licensee acknowledges that the facts and conduct described in section III above

would, if proven at a hearing, constitute violations of Minn. Stat. §§ 156.081, subd. 2(8) and
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(12) and 156.123; and Minn. R. 9100.0700, subd. 1.G. and agrees to the disciplinary action st
forth below. | |
‘ V.
DISCIi’LINARY ACTION
A. The Board of Vetenna:y Medlcme hereby takes the followmcr dlsmplmary action

‘ aoamst Licensee:

1. Licensee is rcprimanded , , v

2. Llcensce shall pay to the Board a $1 500 admmlstranve pcnalty, payment
of which is due 30 days from the date of this Order.

3. Before the suspended status of Licensee’s license méy be removed,
Licensee shall comply with the following:

a. Licensee shall pay all renewal fees for the periods March 1, 1997

through February 28, 1999 and March 1, 1999 through February 28, 2001, the total of whicvh is

$400;

b. Licensee shall pay all late renewal fees for the periods March 1,
1997 through February 28, 1999 and March 1, 1999 through February 28, 2001, the total of
which is $200;

c. Licensee shall pay a reinstatement fee of $50;

d. Licensee shall certify to the Board her completion of 60 hours of

continuing education for the past two renewal periods; and
e. If Licensee does not comply with the requirernents of V.A.3.a-d. by
May 6, 2002, Licensee shall comply with all requirements of Minn, Stat. § 156,071 for
relicensure.
4. In addition to cc:rhplying with the requirements of V.A.3. above, before
Licensee may resume any actual practice of veterinary medicine, Licensee shall, at her own
¢Xpense, undergo an evaluation by a licensed health care professional approved in advance by the

Complaint Review Comminee for the purpose of determining whether Licensee has any

4
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condition which may impair her ability to safely practice veterinary medicine and, if so, whether
any restrictions or conditions on Licensee’s practice would be appropnate The scope of the
evaluatxon shall be deterrmned by the Cornplaint Review Committee in consultation with the
licensed health care professwnal " Licensee shall ~comply w:th ‘any reCOmmendamons for
treatment or other actions macle by the Ilcensed health care professmnal ‘and shall sign any
ncccssary wajvers or releases to cnablc the licensed health care profcss:oual and the Complamt
Review Commitiee to exchanf'c private or conﬁdenual mformatlon
| 5 Commencmu upon removal of the suSpendcd status of Licensee’s license _
in accordance with paragraph V.A 3. above, Llccnsee shall be on probauon with the Board for a
period of one year or until she completes any treatrnent or other recommendatxons made by the
. licensed health care professional referenced in paragraph V.A 4_above, whichever is later.,
| | VL
CONSEQUENCES OF A VIOLATION OF THIS STIPULATION AND ORDER
A Summary Proceeding Before the Board. If the Complaint Review_ Committee
 determines that Licensee has violated any term or condition of this Stipulation and Order, Minn.
Stat. ch. 156 or Minn. R. ch. 9100, the Complaint Review Committee fnay, in its discretioh, seck
additional discipline against Licensee by the following procedure:

L Notice of Hearing/Response. The Complaint Review Committee shail
schedule a hearing before the Board. At least 30 days before the hearing, the Complaint Review
Committee shall mail Licensee a notice of the violation(s) alleged by the Complaint Review
Committee. In addition, the notice shall designate the time and place of the hearing. At least
seven days before the hearing, Licensee shall submit a written response to the allegations. If
Licensee docs not Sl.lbmlt a timely response to the Board, the allegations may be deemed
admitted.

2. Hearing Before Board. The Board shall hold a hearing before its own

members in accordance with the procedures set forth in paragraph VI.A.3 below to determine
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whether to take any additional disciplinary action against Licensee, which may include any of the

forms of dlsc1p11nary actlon set forth in Minn. Stat. § 156 127, subd. 1.

3. Ewdence at Hcanng/Burden of  Proof/Waiver of Hcarmz Before

| Adm:mstratwe Law Judge. At the hearing before the Board, t.he Complamt Review Committee
and Licensee may present affidavits made. on personal knowledge and verified documents and
may present argument based on such ev1dence in support of the1r posmons The record hefore
" the Board shall be hnuted to such affidavits, documents and this Stxpulanon and Order. Thcl
Complmnt Review Comxmttee shall file with the Board all evidence it mtends to prcsent at the
hearing and shail serve a copy on Licensee at least 14 days bef‘ore the hearing. Licensee shall file
with the Board all evidence she intends‘to present at the hearing and shall serve a copy on the
Complaint Review Committee at least seven days before the hearing. The Complaint Review
Committee must prove by a preponderance of the evidence that Licensee has violated this
Stipulation and. Order. The Board shall issue a final order within 30 days of the hearing,
Licensee waives a hearing before an administrative law judge and waives discovery, cross-
examination of adverse witnesses, and other procedures governing administrative hearings or
civil trials. Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver of Licensee’s right of appeal to the
Minnesota Court of Appeals from a final order issued under the summary procedﬁres set forth in

paragraphs VL.A.1-3.

B. Statutory Procedures.  Nothing herein shall limit the Complaint Review
Committec's right to attempt to resolve an alleged violation of this Stipulation and Order, Minn.
Stat. ch. 156 or Minn. R. ch. 9100 through the procedures of Minn. Stat. § 214.103, subd. 6.
Nothing herein shall limit the Complamt Review Committee’s right to temporarily suspend
Licensee’s license under Minn. Stat. § 156.126, to initiate a contested case proceeding under
Minn. Stat. ch. 14 or to seek injunctive relief under Minn. Stat. § 214.11 based on an alleged

violation of this Stipulation and Order, Minn. Stat. ch. 156 or Minn. R. ch. 9100.
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VIL
PETITION FOR UNCONDITIONAL LICENSE
A. Petition for Unc‘ohditional Licensure. Licensee may petition the Board for an

unconditional ‘licénse at any regularly scheduled Board meeting at least one ycarr after removal 'of
the suspended status of Licensee’s license in accordance with paragraph V.A.3. above or
following Licensee’s su¢cessful'compietion of treatment or 6thcr recommcndations made by the
licensed,health care professional referenced in paragx*aph V.A4. abov;é, whichever is later. Any
petition shall be in ‘Writing and shﬁll includc an éfﬁdavit from Licensee stating whether she has
compiied with all of the terms and conditions set forth in part V above ahd may include any other
information that Licensee deems relevant to the Board's consideration of her petition.

B. Meeting With the Complaint Review Committee, At the timé Licensee submits a
petition for an unconditional license in accordance with paragraph VILA above, the Complaint
Review Committee may, in its discretion, schedule a meeting with Licensee to discuss her
petition. Licensee shall provide any additional information or documentation that the Complaint
Review Committee reasonably deems necessary to the Board’s consideration of Licensee’s
petition. , |

C. Information Submitted to the Board by the Complaint Review Committee. The
Complaint Review Committee may submit any information to the Board that it deems relevant to
the Board's consideration of Licensee’s petition.

D. Grant of Petition. The Board shall grant a petition submitted in accordance with

the above paragraphs if it determines that the preponderance of all information received indicates
that Licensee:

L. Has fully complied with this Order:

2. Has provided wholly truthful information in her reinstatement petition and
has otherwise complied wjth all rcinstatemént requirements; and

3, Can be expected to practice veterinary medicine in compliance with Minn.

Stat. ch. 156 and Minn. R. ch. 9100 without conditions on her license.
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E.  Consequences of Denial of Petition, In the event the Board denies a petition [or

unconditional licensure submitted by Licensee, Licensee shall not again petition the Board for a
period of six months from the date of the denial.
| v
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A L1censee. knowmgly and voluntanly waives a contested case hearmg and all other
procedures before the Board to whlch Licensee may be entitled under the Minnesota and United

 States constitutions, statutes or rules.

B. Licensee knowingly and Voluntarily.waives'any and al] ¢laims against the Board,
the Minnesota Attorney General, the State of Minnesota, and their agents, employees, and .
representatives related to the investigation of the conduct herein, or the negotiation or execuﬁon

- of this Stipulation and Order, which may otherwise be ax;ailablé to Licensee.

C. This Stipulation and Order, the files, records, and proceedings associated with this
matter shall constitute the entire record and may be reviewed by the Board in its consideration of
this matter.

D. Licensee has been advised of her right to be represented by counsel in this matter
and has knowingly and voluntarily waived that right.

| E. Licensee has read, understands, and agrees to this Stipulation and Order and has
voluntarily signed the Stipulation and Order. Licensee is aware that this Stipulation and Order
must be approved by the Board before it goes into effect. The Board may either approve the
Stipulation and Order as proposed, approve it subject to specified change, or reject it. If the
changes are acceptable to Liccnseef the Stipulation and Order will take effect and the Order as
modified will be issued. If the changes are unacccptabie to Licensee or if the Board rejects the
Stipulation and Order, it will be of no effect except as specified in paragraph VIILF.
F. Licensee agrees that if the Board rejects this Stipulation and Order or a lesser

remedy than indicated in this settlement, and this case comes again before the Board, Licensee
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will assert no claim that the Board was prejudiced by its review and discussion of this Stipulation ‘
and Order or of any rccords relating to it. v
G. This Shpulanon and Order shall not limit the Board’s authonty to proceed against
L:censee by mmatmg a contested case hearmg or by other appropriate means on the basis of any
act, conduct, or omission of L,lccnsee which constitutes grounds for d:scxphnary action and which
_is not directly re]ated to the faczs and clrcumstances set forth in this document
IX.
" DATA PRACTICES NO!TICE
| A. This Stipulation and Order constitutes dlsc1pl1nary action by the Board and is
class1fied as public data pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13.41, su‘bd. 4,
x|
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
A, This Stipulation contains the entire agreement between the parties, there being no

|
other agreement of any kind, verbal or otherwise, which varies this Stipulation.

CHRISTINE NAPIERALA, D.V M.

‘Licensee

Dawed: ___/2/23] 1999,
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=

ORDER
Upon consideration of the Stipulation and all the files, records and proceedings herein,

the terms of the Supulatlon are approved, adopied and hereby issued as an Order of this Board

_effective this___dayof ,» 2000.

MINNESOTA BOARD

OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

ROLAND C. OLSON
Executive Directar

AG277740.v. 1
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