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2500.0100 DEFINITIONS

   Subpart 1.  Scope.  For the purposes of this chapter, the  terms defined in this part have the
meanings given them. 
   Subp. 2.  Accredited school.  "Accredited school" means a  school of chiropractic which has
been approved by the Council on  Chiropractic Education or fully accredited by an agency
approved  by the United States Office of Education or its successor as of  January 1, 1988.  
   Subpart 3. Repealed
   Subp. 3a.  MR 1997 Obsolete, MS s 14.47, subd. 6,  paragraph (b) 
   Subp. 3b.  Board.  "Board" means the Minnesota Board of  Chiropractic Examiners.  
   Subp. 4.  Certification of good standing.  "Certification  of good standing" means the
issuance of an official notice from  another state certifying the licensee has no pending or final 
disciplinary action.  
   Subp. 4a.  Continuing education unit.  "Continuing  education unit" means one 50-minute
session that qualifies under  part 2500.1500 or 2500.1550 as an approved program.  
  Subpart 4b. Repealed
   Subp. 5.  Direct patient care.  "Direct patient care" means  primary chiropractic care given to
an individual who has sought  such care from a doctor of chiropractic.  
   Subp. 5a.  Renumbered subp. 5b 
   Subp. 5a.  Extern.  "Extern" means a graduate of a  board-approved chiropractic college who
does not hold a current  Minnesota license, and who assists in the care of patients under  the
authority of the graduate preceptorship program.  This  definition does not apply to a person
providing appropriately  supervised care provided during a course of training provided by  an
accredited chiropractic college or care provided pursuant to  the exceptions granted in
Minnesota Statutes, section 148.105,  subdivision 2. 
   Subp. 5b.  Good standing.  "Good standing" means any  license which is not the subject of
current disciplinary action  as identified in Minnesota Statutes, section 148.10,  subdivisions 1,
3, and 4.  The pendency of a complaint shall not  cause a license to lose good standing unless
and until the  complaint results in disciplinary action under Minnesota  Statutes, section 148.10
or pursuant to a stipulation and  order.  A license shall be restored to good standing upon the 
satisfactory completion, expiration, or other agreed upon  termination of all terms of a
stipulation and order.  An  agreement for corrective action as described under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 214.103, subdivision 6, shall not cause a  license to lose good standing. 
   Subp. 6.  Inactive license.  "Inactive license" means a  restricted license that allows the
licensee to maintain a  license but does not allow the licensee to actively practice in  Minnesota. 
   Subp. 7.  Independent examination.  "Independent  examination" means a physical
examination of a patient or a  review of records by a doctor of chiropractic, for the purpose  of
generating a report or opinion to aid a reparation obligor  under Minnesota Statutes, chapter
65B, in making a determination  regarding the condition or further treatment of the patient. 
   Subp. 7a.  MR 1997 Obsolete, MS s 14.47, subd. 6,  paragraph (b) 
   Subp. 8.  Instructor.  "Instructor" means a full-time  faculty member of an accredited school
who is duly licensed in  the state of Minnesota, and has attained a status of professor, 
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associate professor, assistant professor, or instructor.  An  instructor does not include adjunct
faculty, postgraduate  faculty, or part-time faculty. 
   Subp. 8a.  Renumbered subp. 5a 
   Subp. 9.  Invasive.  "Invasive" means instrumental  penetration of the viscera or
nonsuperficial tissues of the  body, specifically excluding acupuncture.  
   Subp. 9a.  License.  "License" means a license issued by  the board to practice chiropractic
including an original license  or renewal license. 
   Subp. 9b. Repealed.
   Subp. 9c.  Private practice.  "Private practice" means a  privately owned chiropractic
business held individually or by  incorporation operating without the interest of any hospital, 
teaching facility, or insurance company. 
   Subp. 10.  Qualified staff.  "Qualified staff" means a  person who has specific training in an
area of rehabilitative  therapy and who will administer rehabilitative therapies to a  patient. 
   Subp. 11.  Rehabilitative therapy.  "Rehabilitative therapy"  means therapy that restores an
ill or injured patient to the  maximum functional improvement by employing within the practice 
of chiropractic those methods, procedures, modalities, devices,  and measures which include
mobilization; thermotherapy;  cryotherapy; hydrotherapy; exercise therapies; nutritional 
therapy; meridian therapy; vibratory therapy; traction;  stretching; bracing and supports; trigger
point therapy; massage  and the use of forces associated with low voltage  myostimulation, high
voltage myostimulation, ultraviolet light,  diathermy, and ultrasound; and counseling on dietary
regimen,  sanitary measures, occupational health, lifestyle factors,  posture, rest, work, and
recreational activities that may  enhance or complement the chiropractic adjustment. 
   Subp. 12.  Voluntarily retired license.  "Voluntarily  retired license" means a license which
has been voluntarily  surrendered by a chiropractor.  It relinquishes all rights to  practice
chiropractic in Minnesota. 
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ADVERTISING
   
2500.0200 PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR ADVERTISING.  

   Subpart 1.  Individual advertising.  All advertisements, of  any nature whatsoever, including
office designation and business  displays, must bear the name of the licensee or licensees.  All 
advertisements which solicit patronage without disclosing the  name or names of the
practitioner or practitioners to the reader  so that the public may know who is soliciting their
patronage  are wrongful.  
   Subp. 2.  Institutional advertising.  It is to be noted  that so-called institutional
advertisements which bring to the  attention of the public the qualifications of chiropractors, 
generally, and the benefits to be derived from chiropractic,  which are sponsored by chiropractic
groups or societies, and do  not solicit patronage for any particular practitioner or group  of
practitioners are not within the purview of this prohibition. 
   Subp. 3.  Testimonial advertising.  The use of  testimonials, whether single or in groups;
summaries of types of  treatment; or examples of treatment as used in the advertiser's  office
carry with them an implication that the conditions  described in the advertisement have been or
will be helped by  the practitioner.  Therefore, before an advertisement is  produced, distributed,
or displayed, a practitioner who requests  from a patient a testimonial to the treatments or
modalities  used by the practitioner must obtain written consent and have a  signed release
form from the patient to be kept in the patient's  file.  
   The patient has the right to review the advertisements that  use the patient's statements,
likenesses, or case summaries  before the advertisements are released for production, 
distribution, or displaying. 
   Statements made by patients that are untruthful,  improbable, misleading, or impossible may
not be used even if  the patient made the statements.  
  
   
2500.0300 EMERGENCY ANSWERING EXCHANGE.  

   It is to be noted that membership in any answering exchange  or other emergency service
which is open to all members of the  profession admitted to practice in this state on an equal
basis,  selects responding members on a rotating basis, and is designed  as a public service
rather than for the individual gain of any  chiropractor, directly or indirectly, is permissible.     
   
2500.0400 PROHIBITED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

   The terms "cure" or "guarantee to cure" or similar terms in  advertisements are fraudulent and
misleading to the general  public.  
   The advertising by any means of chiropractic practice or  treatment or advice in which
untruthful, improbable, misleading,  or impossible statements are made is prohibited. 
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2500.0500 ADVERTISING FREE SERVICES.  

NOTE: Rule was repealed by error, and then reinstated in Statute (See also citation in Statute:
148.10, Subd. 1a) It is reprinted below for convenience, but is now Statute and not rule. 

148.10 LICENSES REVOKED; NEW LICENSES. 

Subd. 1a. Free or discounted examination or treatment. (a) Free or discounted 
examinations must provide sufficient information to allow for a diagnosis and initiation 
of treatment, with the exception of examinations clearly identified as for the purpose of 
screening. Free or discounted chiropractic treatments shall be comparable to similar 
nondiscounted chiropractic treatments. 
 (b) When using the word "free," or any other term with essentially the same meaning 
in reference to delivering any service, examination, or treatment, the following statement 
must be presented to the patient or guardian for signature and kept on file: "I
understand 
that one or more services provided have been or will be free of charge. Any subsequent 
services provided will be provided at the fees that have been or will be explained to me." 

   
2500.0510 ADVERTISING. 

   All advertising must use the word "chiropractor" or  "chiropractic" in the name of the clinic or
incorporate it into  the body of the advertisement as follows:  
     A.  all written advertisements must make the chiropractic  reference in a print size or
emphasis equal to the average print  size or emphasis utilized in the rest of the advertisement;
and 
     B.  all verbal advertisements must make the chiropractic  reference in a form as audible as
the rest of the advertisement. 
  
   
2500.0550 PROFESSIONAL DESIGNATIONS.  

   A licensee must in all forms of professional reference  include one or more of the following
designations:  doctor of  chiropractic, D.C., chiropractor, or any other title or letters  that leads
the public to believe that the person who uses the  title or letters is engaged in the practice of
chiropractic.   The designation shall be in an emphasis, whether written or  verbal, equal to the
emphasis of the written or verbal material  which contains the designation. 
  
   
2500.0600 BOARD CERTIFICATION ADVERTISING. 

   A licensee who represents in any advertisement the  possession of any credential,
certification, or registration  shall identify the board, agency, or other body which issued the 
additional credential, certification, or registration. 
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LICENSING AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
   
2500.0700 EXAMINATION ADMINISTRATION.  

   The board may solicit the help of Minnesota licensed  chiropractors for the purpose of:  
     A.  examination development; 
     B.  examination administration; and 
     C.  postexamination audit.  
   Each chiropractor must be in good standing with the board  and must have been licensed in
Minnesota three years before  helping with any portion of the examination.      Other than board
members, no chiropractor may participate  in more than one portion of the examination process
described in  items A to C for any single administration of the examination.  
  
   
2500.0710 CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS FOR EXAMINERS.  

   Minnesota licensed chiropractors will receive up to nine  units of credit for continuing
education  for participation in  the development of an examination, the administration of an 
examination, or the post-examination audit when the units are  verified in writing by the chief
examiner or other designee of  the board.  Units must be calculated according to part 
2500.0100, subpart 4a.  No chiropractor may receive more than 18 units per calendar year.  
  
   
2500.0720 APPLICATION AND LICENSURE PREREQUISITES.  

   A.  Subject to parts 2500.0700 to 2500.1000 and Minnesota  Statutes, section 148.06,
evidence of qualification for  licensure, which must include passing the National Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners' tests:  Part I, Part II, the Written  Clinical Competency Examination,
and the Physiotherapy  Examination, or other approved licensing examination, must be 
received by the board before an applicant may sit for the  examination.  With the exception of
those examinations, an  applicant may not take examinations approved by the board more  than
six months before the applicant's expected date of  graduation from an approved college of
chiropractic.  
   B.  No applicant is eligible for licensure until: 
     (1) the prerequisites in item A have been completed; 
     (2) the applicant has successfully completed the  National Board of Chiropractic Examiners
Part IV Practical or  other approved examination; and 
     (3) the applicant has successfully completed all  prerequisites, according to Minnesota
Statutes, section 148.06,  subdivision 1, clause (c), and taken the board's  jurisprudence/ethics
examination. 
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2500.0730 Repealed, 25 SR 1862
   
2500.0740 Repealed, 25 SR 1862
 

  
2500.0750 RETAKING EXAMINATION.  

   Applicants who fail the jurisprudence/ethics examination  may retake this examination. 
   If within one year from submission of the original  application fee the applicant fails to
successfully complete all  requirements for licensure, the applicant must resubmit an 
application, pay the required application fee, and retake the  jurisprudence/ethics examination. 
  
   
2500.0800 APPROVAL OF EXAMINATION FROM ANOTHER STATE OR  JURISDICTION. 

A practitioner who can demonstrate a cumulative active practice record in another state or
jurisdiction for at least five years prior to this application may request that the examination
resulting in the practitioner's licensure in that state or jurisdiction be approved for Minnesota
licensure.  The board shall consider requests according to the requirements in items A to M. 

     A.  The applicant must submit the required license  application and all appropriate fees
established in part  2500.1000. 
     B.  The applicant must be actively licensed in the  other state or jurisdiction at the time of
application. 
     C.  The applicant must not be the subject of current  disciplinary action in the other state or
jurisdiction. 
     D.  The applicant must not have been found guilty of  any actions which could have resulted
in discipline pursuant to  Minnesota Statutes, section 148.10, at any time within the five  years
immediately preceding the application. 
     E.  The applicant must remain in good standing in the  other state or jurisdiction until the
applicant is licensed in  Minnesota. 
     F.  The applicant must have all other states or  jurisdictions in which the applicant has held a
license to  practice supply letters of good standing as part of the  application. 
     G.  The applicant must have all other states or  jurisdictions in which the applicant has held a
license to  practice forward any and all available information pertaining to  the examination
taken by the applicant which resulted in  licensure in the other state or jurisdiction. 
     H.  If the licensing examination of the other state or jurisdiction is inadequate to meet the
requirements of the Minnesota board, or if the applicant has failed a licensing examination
administered by any chiropractic licensing board, the applicant may be required to take other
exams, including the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners Practical Examination or the
National Board of Chiropractic Examiners Special Purposes Examination in Chiropractic
.      I.  The applicant must be current with continuing education requirements of the state or
jurisdiction in which the applicant currently resides. 
     J.  The applicant must submit an affidavit that contains the statements described in subitems
(1) to (3). 
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       (1) The applicant is not the subject of any current complaints or investigations in any other
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant has held a license to practice.  Alternatively, if the
applicant is the subject of a complaint against the applicant's license in any other state or 
jurisdiction in which the applicant has held a license to  practice, the applicant must provide all
details regarding the  complaint.  The board may withhold approval on an application  until it
has completed its review of any such complaint. 
       (2) The applicant has not been subject to  disciplinary action in any other state or
jurisdiction.  If the  applicant has been subject to disciplinary action that precedes  the
application by a period of five years or more, the applicant  must attach a copy of the order to
the application. 

       (3) The applicant must demonstrate an active practice record of 24 months during the 30-
month period immediately preceding the application. 

     K.  If disciplinary action described in item J exists,  the applicant must, prior to licensure,
cooperate with any  necessary investigation or inquiry initiated by the board,  according to
Minnesota Statutes, section 148.104. 
     L.  The board may assess reasonable costs of the  investigation or inquiry, which must be
remitted prior to the  granting of a license. 
     M.  An applicant whose application is denied may, within 30 days of receipt of the denial,
request a contested case hearing.  In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 148.06,
subdivision 1, the burden of proof is on the applicant to demonstrate eligibility for licensure.  An
applicant whose application is denied under this item may not reapply for a period of one year
from the date of the denial.  
   
2500.1000 LICENSE APPLICATION FEE.  

 Applications for examination and licensure must be  accompanied by a fee of $250. 
  
   
2500.1100 INDIVIDUAL ANNUAL LICENSE RENEWAL. 

   Subpart 1.  Renewal notice.  Thirty or more days before  January 1 each year, the state
board of chiropractic examiners,  hereafter board, shall mail to the last address on file with the 
board a license renewal fee notice to each person, hereafter  licensee, licensed to practice
chiropractic within this state. 
   Subp. 2.  Renewal fees.  The license of each licensee shall  expire at midnight on December
31 each year.  Subject to the  terms of part 2500.1200, the board shall renew the license upon 
receipt from the licensee of a license renewal fee of $200, plus  any applicable penalty fee in
subpart 3.  Each licensee shall  submit the license renewal fee and all required renewal 
materials, postmarked no later than December 31 in the year of  license expiration, for renewal
in the following calendar year. 
   Subp. 3.  Penalty fees.  A licensee shall submit to the  board, in addition to the license
renewal fee, a penalty fee of  $150 per month for each month or portion of a month for which 
the license renewal fee is in arrears, or for which the licensee  is unable to provide
documentation of continuing education  compliance.  In no event shall the penalty exceed $900. 
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2500.1105 CHANGE OF NAME OR ADDRESS. 

   Subpart 1.  Name change.  A licensee who has changed names  must notify the board in
writing within 30 days of the change.   The name change will be reflected on the next license or 
registration certificate issued to the licensee.  If the  licensee wishes to immediately receive a
certificate as changed,  the licensee must pay the fee in part 2500.1150, item E.  
   Subp. 2.  Address change.  A licensee who has changed  addresses must notify the board in
writing within 30 days of the  change.  The address change will be reflected on the next  license
or registration certificate issued to the licensee.  If  the licensee wishes to immediately receive a
certificate as  changed, the licensee must pay the fee in part 2500.1150, item E.
  
   
2500.1110 LICENSE TERMINATION PROCEDURE.  

   Subpart 1.  For failure to renew license.  A license  expires if it is not renewed by midnight
of December 31 of any  calendar year for any of the following reasons: 
     A.  failure to pay required fees; 
     B.  failure to submit a completed application; or 
     C.  failure to complete all continuing education  requirements. 
   An expired license is not considered a disciplined license  solely as a result of the expiration.  
   An expired license which continues to remain expired as a  result of item A, B, or C must be 
terminated according to this  part.  A terminated license is not considered a disciplined  license
solely as a result of the termination. 
   Subp. 2.  Notice.  Within 30 days of a licensee's failure  to comply with any provisions of
subpart 1, the board shall send  a notice to the licensee at the address on file with the board.  
The notice must state one or more of the following: 
     A.  the licensee has failed to make application for  renewal; 
     B.  the amount of renewal and late fees; 
     C.  the licensee has failed to comply with the  continuing education requirements in part
2500.1110, subpart 1,  or 2500.1200; 
     D.  the licensee may voluntarily retire the license by  notifying the board or that the licensee
may apply for an  inactive license; and 
     E.  failure to respond to the notice by the date  specified, which date must be at least 33
days after the notice  is sent out by the board, either by submitting the renewal  application and
applicable fees, or the information required  verifying continuing education units, or by notifying
the board  that the licensee has voluntarily retired the licensee's license  shall result in
termination of the license to practice  chiropractic in Minnesota. 
   Subp. 3.  Date of termination.  If the application for  renewal, including required information
verifying continuing  education, annual fees, late fees, or notice of voluntary  retirement is not
received by the board by the date specified in  the notice, the license must be terminated.  The
termination is  not considered a disciplinary action against the licensee. 
   Subp. 4.  Deferment of continuing education deadline.  If a  deferment of continuing
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education has been granted according to  part 2500.2000, the license expires at the end of the
extension  unless the licensee submits evidence of having accumulated the  required units of
continuing education.  Any continuing  education units accumulated during the extension period
do not  count toward the meeting of requirements of the next year's  renewal requirements. 
   Subp. 5.  Repealed, 27 SR 1102 
  
   
2500.1150 FEES. 

   The fees charged by the board are fixed at the following  rates: 
     A.  peer review fee to be paid by a requesting doctor  or by a requesting insurance
company, $100; 
     B.  licensing examination regrade fee, $30; 
     C.  copy of a board order or stipulation fee, $10  each; 
     D.  certificate of good standing or licensure  verification to other states, $10 each; 
     E.  duplicate of the original license or of an annual  renewal, $10; 
     F.  miscellaneous copying fee, 25 cents per page; 
     G.  independent medical examination registration fee, $150; 
     H.  independent examination annual renewal fee, $100; 
     I.  incorporation renewal late charge, $5 per month; 
     J.  computer lists, $100; and 
     K.  computer printed labels, $150. 
  
   
2500.1160 INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION REGISTRATION. 

   Subpart 1.  Qualifications; proof.  Documentation  establishing that a chiropractor meets the
qualifications must  be included with the application to register with the board as  an
independent examiner under Minnesota Statutes, section  148.09.  A chiropractor must be
licensed to practice in  Minnesota and must have been in practice for the two years 
immediately preceding registration. 
   The chiropractor/instructor must present to the board proof  of instructor status or attest to
being involved in direct  patient care for 50 percent of the time spent in practice during  the two
years immediately preceding the independent examination  of a patient.  An affidavit on a form
as provided by the board  must be filed with the board at the time of application to  register. 

   Subp. 2.  Registration.  The chiropractor must apply for  registration with the board not less
than 30 days prior to the  anticipated date of commencement of independent examinations. The
chiropractor must pay a registration fee as established by  the board in part 2500.1150, item G. 
   Subp. 3.  Annual renewal.  An annual renewal of  registration is required by March 1 of each
year after initial  registration with the board.  The chiropractor must pay an  annual renewal fee
as set by the board in part 2500.1150, item  H.  The chiropractor must fulfill the continuing
education  requirements set by the board in part 2500.1200, in addition to  other continuing
education requirements set by the board, before  renewal is granted. 
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2500.1200 CONTINUING EDUCATION. 

   Subpart 1.  Purpose.  The primary purpose of chiropractic  continuing education is to
advance the chiropractor's  professional skills and knowledge. 
   Subp. 2.  MR 1997 Omitted in part, MS s 14.47, subd. 6, 
paragraph (b) 
   Subp. 2.  Annual requirement.  Except as otherwise provided  in this part, every person
licensed to practice chiropractic in  this state shall obtain a minimum of 20 continuing education 
units during the calendar year preceding the renewal.  At least  three of the continuing
education units must be devoted to  radiographic or advanced imaging safety, technique, or 
interpretation, and at least one unit must be devoted to  professional boundaries in the clinical
setting.  Any person who is also registered to provide acupuncture services according to part
2500.3000 must acquire, as part of the person's annual requirement, two units in acupuncture
or acupuncture-related subjects. The continuing  education courses must be recognized and
approved by the board  or a board-approved sponsor. 

   Subp. 3.  Repealed, 17 SR 1711 

   Subp. 4.  Schedule of required continuing education units.  

Chiropractors must obtain 20 continuing education units by  December 31 of each calendar
year.  A chiropractor is not required to obtain any continuing education units during the calendar
year in which the chiropractor is initially licensed.  

   Subp. 5.  Repealed, 25 SR 1916 

   Subp. 6.  Full-time faculty.  Full-time faculty of a  chiropractic college accredited by the
Council on Chiropractic  Education may have up to six units of continuing education  credit
applied to each annual requirement.  Full-time faculty  shall be defined as such by the
chiropractic college by which  they are employed.  The faculty must have been employed as 
full-time faculty by the college for at least eight months  during the calendar year for which
credit is requested.   Licensees applying for this credit shall have the college submit  written
verification of faculty status before any credit may be  applied.  This credit may not be applied
to the requirements for  professional boundaries or radiographic/advanced imaging safety, 
technique, or interpretation. 

    

2500.1250 CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM APPROVAL. 

   A list of all programs to be provided, including amendments  or additions to said list, must be
submitted by the sponsor to  the board no less than 45 calendar days prior to the  presentation
date of the first such program.  Failure to do so  may result in disapproval of each program
scheduled to be  presented 45 days or less from the submission date. 

2500.1300 Repealed, 17 SR 1711

   

2500.1400 Repealed, 17 SR 1711
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2500.1410 SPONSORSHIP OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

   The board shall register and approve organizations or  individuals who wish to offer
continuing education programs to  individuals licensed to practice chiropractic in this state as 
described in items A to C. 

     A.  The sponsor must submit an annual fee of $500 for  all programs given during the year,
or a fee of $100 for each  program given during the year. 

     B.  The sponsor must complete and submit to the board  annually a registration form
developed by the board which  includes at least:  

       (1) the name, address, and telephone number of  the organization; 

       (2) the name, address, and telephone number of  the person responsible and authorized to
do business with the  board regarding continuing education matters; 

       (3) a signed statement which indicates that the  sponsor of the continuing education
program knows, understands,  and agrees to follow all criteria for the approval of programs  as
listed in parts 2500.1500 and 2500.1550, and criteria for  unapproved programs listed in part
2500.1600; and 

       (4) a signed statement which indicates that the  sponsor agrees to provide original receipts
of participation to  each Minnesota licensed chiropractor whose participation  obligations are
met indicating: 

         (a) the attending chiropractor's name and  address; 

         (b) the attending chiropractor's Minnesota  chiropractic license number; 

         (c) the name of the program and the program  identification number; 

         (d) the date on which the program was  attended; 

         (e) the number of continuing education units  obtained; 

         (f) the type of continuing education units  obtained; and 

         (g) whether the units were obtained through  traditional classroom participation, or
whether the units were  acquired through alternative formats in accordance with part 
2500.1550.  

     C.  The sponsor must sign a statement agreeing to  allow any representative of the board to
attend all or part of  any program that the sponsor is offering.  If the representative  of the board
is a chiropractor licensed in Minnesota, that  person must pay the full registration fee to be
awarded  continuing education units for attending the program. 

   When granting approval to individual sponsors or  instructors providing continuing education
programs for credit,  the board must consider whether the providers or instructors are  qualified
by training, experience, or licensure to provide such  education.  The board must also deny
approval to individual  sponsors or instructors who are the subject of current  discipline by their
licensing boards, or whose licensing boards  have issued any notice of contested case hearing
in which the  allegations, if proven, would directly reflect on the provider's  qualifications to
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provide such programs. 

   Within 15 business days, the sponsor must report to the  board any changes in an instructor's
eligibility to provide  continuing education programs in accordance with the  requirements in
item C.  

    

2500.1420 REPORTS TO BOARD.  

   Subpart 1.  Maintenance of records by chiropractor.  The  chiropractor shall affirm
compliance with continuing education  requirements and provide copies of such records when
requested  by the board.  For this purpose the chiropractor shall: 

     A.  maintain all continuing education records  described in part 2500.1410, item B, subitem
(4), or 2500.1720; 

     B.  maintain the records until requested and verified  for compliance by the board, but not for
a period exceeding five  calendar years; and 

     C.  provide legible copies of records to the board  within 21 calendar days of the board's
request. 

   Subp. 2.  Board notification.  The board shall notify the  chiropractor: 

     A.  of the receipt of the submitted records; and 

     B.  whether the records indicate compliance or  noncompliance with requirements. 

   If the records indicate compliance, the board shall notify  the licensee that the licensee is no
longer obligated to  maintain such records up to and including the period of the  audit. 

   If the records indicate noncompliance, the board shall  notify the licensee of the licensee's
obligation to comply with  part 2500.1800. 

    

2500.1500 PROGRAM APPROVAL CRITERIA.  

   The sponsor shall employ the following criteria in  determining whether a continuing education
program shall be  approved and the number of continuing education units for which  approval is
granted: 

     A.  whether the material to be presented is likely to  enhance the practitioner's knowledge
and skill in the practice  of chiropractic; 

     B.  whether the instructors or speakers presenting the  program, and those persons
preparing the program, are  sufficiently qualified in the field of their instruction, either  by
practical or academic experience or both; 

     C.  whether the classes will be held in a suitable  setting, or under suitable conditions, that
are considered by  the board to be conducive to the learning process; and 

     D.  whether the program may improve the practitioner's  ability to keep records necessary to
substantiate the need for  chiropractic care. 
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2500.1550 ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM PRESENTATION. 

   A chiropractor may obtain the annual requirement through alternatives to traditional
classroom presentations.  The programs must be approved by the board or a  board-approved
sponsor according to parts 2500.1200 to  2500.2000.  The programs approved for continuing
education  credit under this part must include a written assessment  instrument, designed to
ensure that the chiropractor actively  participated in the presentation of material and derived a 
measurable benefit from participation.  For the purposes of this  part, an instrument that
provides a minimum of two questions  from each unit of instruction, and of which 75 percent or
more  are correctly answered, satisfies this requirement. 

     

2500.1600 UNAPPROVED PROGRAMS.  

   Courses dealing with administrative and economic aspects of  practice shall not be approved
for continuing education credit  by the board.  Courses dealing with administrative and
economic  aspects of practice include those designed to increase practice  income, but do not
include those dealing with risk management,  appropriate coding procedures, or contemporary
health care  issues affecting the health care industry as a whole. 

     

2500.1700 Repealed, 17 SR 1711

   

2500.1710 SPONSORSHIP REVOKED. 

   The following shall result in the termination of the  sponsorship status given to an organization
or to an individual: 

     A.  awarding continuing education units for programs  which fail to meet the criteria in part
2500.1500; 

     B.  making any false representation to the board or to  the chiropractors who attend a
program; and 

     C.  failure to comply with any of the provisions in  parts 2500.1200 to 2500.2000.  

   At least 30 days prior to the proposed date of revocation,  the board shall notify the sponsor in
writing of its alleged  infractions.  The sponsor then has 30 days to notify the board  in writing of
its intent to contest.  The intent to contest must  include the sponsor's answer to the notice of
alleged  infractions. 

   Upon receipt of an intent to contest, the executive  officers of the board shall notify the
sponsor of a time and  place to meet to review the proposed sponsorship revocation  including
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the sponsor's answer.  

   Any decision of the executive officers terminating  sponsorship following such a meeting shall
be final and binding  without a contested case hearing and shall not be subject to  judicial
review or to a judicial stay pending any attempt to  seek such review.  

   The sponsor may continue to present continuing education  courses until the issuance of a
final written decision of the  revocation process by the executive officers of the board.  

  

 2500.1720 PROGRAMS DEVELOPED.  

   Doctors of chiropractic licensed in Minnesota may report  continuing education units for the
development of a program  which meets the standards in part 2500.1500.  No more than six 
continuing education units may be reported for each year.  For  the purposes of a compliance
review the chiropractor must submit  a letter describing: 

     A.  a summary of the program; 

     B.  a listing of at least one date on which the  program was presented; and 

     C.  a statement specifying which type of continuing  education units the chiropractor wants
to be awarded.  

   Continuing education units shall be reported under this  part only once for each chiropractor
for each new program  developed.  

  

   

2500.1800 FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS.  

   In accordance with part 2500.1110, the board shall provide  written notice to any licensee who
fails to comply with  continuing education requirements.  The licensee has 90 days  from the
date of the notice to: 

     A.  acquire the continuing education which would have  been necessary for renewal; 

     B.  pay penalty fees established in part 2500.1100;  and 

     C.  verify attendance at an additional ten units of  continuing education for each year the
licensee is unable to  verify compliance. 

   Only courses taken after the date of the notice may be used  to satisfy this requirement. 
Courses taken to satisfy the  requirements in part 2500.1800 may not be applied to current or 
future continuing education requirements.  Failure to comply  with this part shall cause the
board to initiate termination  proceedings under part 2500.1110. 
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2500.1900 LICENSE REINSTATEMENT.  

A license terminated by reason of the licensee's failure to comply with the continuing education
requirements of parts 2500.1200 to 2500.2000, or failure to submit a completed application for
license renewal as prescribed by the board, may be reinstated or restored to full status by
following one of the applicable procedures in items A to E. 

A. An applicant whose license has been terminated for a period of less than five years, and
who can verify continual practice elsewhere during that time, shall be reinstated by
completing all interim continuing education and paying all interim licensure fees that
would have been required for continual licensure, paying any accrued penalty fees
established in part 2500.1100, subpart 3, and repairing any other deficiencies that led to
the termination. 

B. An applicant whose license has been terminated for a period of greater than five years
and who can verify continual practice elsewhere during that time must, in addition to
following the procedures in item A, complete the board's jurisprudence examination.

C. An applicant whose license has been terminated for a period of less than five years, and
who cannot verify continual practice during that time, shall be reinstated by completing
all interim continuing education that would have been required for continual licensure,
completing an additional ten units of approved continuing education for each intervening
renewal year, paying all accrued penalty fees and interim licensure fees required for
continual licensure, and repairing any other deficiencies that led to the termination.

D. An applicant whose license has been terminated for a period of greater than five years,
and who cannot verify continual practice during that time, shall be reinstated by paying
all accrued penalty fees and interim licensure fees that would have been required for
continual licensure, repairing any other deficiencies that led to the termination, taking
the board's jurisprudence examination, and completing the Special Purposes
Examination in Chiropractic administered by the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners, or other examination approved by the board.

E. At the election of the applicant, the board shall waive any of the continuing education
requirements in items A to C upon successful completion of the Special Purposes
Examination in Chiropractic administered by the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners, or any other examination approved by the board, within 12 months
preceding the application. 

Any continuing education units acquired in another jurisdiction for the purposes of license
renewal may be applied to item A, B, or C. None of the continuing education units obtained for
the purpose of reinstating a terminated license apply to the current annual requirement.
Applicants must complete a board-approved application for reinstatement.
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2500.2000 WAIVER OR DEFERMENT OF CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS.  

   The board shall waive or defer compliance with some or all  annual continuing education
requirements for any licensee  presenting satisfactory written evidence to the board of illness 
or hardship making it impossible or highly impractical for the  licensee to attend or to have
attended a sufficient number of  approved continuing education units.  No deferment will be 
considered unless submitted in writing prior to the deadline for  license renewal.  No deferment
shall last more than 60 days.   Any deferment granted shall not continue beyond March 31 
following the date of the written request. 
  
 2500.2020 INACTIVE LICENSE. 

   A Minnesota licensed chiropractor may apply to the board  for an inactive license according to
items A to C.  An inactive  license is intended for those chiropractors who will be in  active
practice elsewhere.  
     A.  Applicants must complete a board-approved  application which must include a signed
affidavit stating that  the applicant will no longer be actively practicing chiropractic  in the state
of Minnesota.  
     B.  Upon approval of an application, the board will  modify the annual license certificate to
indicate inactive  licensure. 
     C.  The board may refuse to approve an application if: 
       (1) a pending or final disciplinary action exists  against an applicant's Minnesota license; 
       (2) a pending or final disciplinary action exists  against an applicant's license in another
state where the  applicant has been licensed to practice chiropractic; or 
       (3) the applicant's Minnesota license is not  current in fees and penalties paid, or in
continuing education  units obtained for annual license renewal. 
    
2500.2030 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF INACTIVE LICENSE.  

   The annual renewal fee for an inactive license is 75  percent of the current fee imposed by
the board for license  renewal.  
  
2500.2040 REINSTATEMENT OF INACTIVE LICENSE. 

   An inactive license may be reinstated to a nonrestricted  license according to items A to E: 
     A.  completion of a board-approved application of  reinstatement; 
    B.  payment of a reinstatement fee in the amount of  $100; 
    C.  submission of a certification of good standing  from each state the doctor was granted a
license; 
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D.  submission of a notarized statement from the  doctor stating: 
       (1) that the doctor has remained in active  practice in another state or country during the
period of  inactive license status in Minnesota; 
       (2) that the doctor has met the continuing  education requirements as approved by
Minnesota or the states or  countries in which the doctor practiced chiropractic, or has  taken at
least 12 units of continuing education each year of  inactive license status, whichever is greater;
and 
       (3) the specific addresses of where the doctor  has been in active practice; and 
   E.  completion of 20 units of continuing education as  approved by the board the year prior to
application for  reinstatement.  
   If any of the requirements of items A to E are not met by  the doctor, the board will deny
approval of the application for  reinstatement.    
2500.2050 Repealed, L 2001 c 46 s 1
   
2500.2060 Repealed, L 2001 c 46 s 1
   
2500.2070 Repealed, L 2001 c 46 s 1
   
2500.2100 VOLUNTARILY RETIRED LICENSE.  

   Upon request of a Minnesota licensed chiropractor, the  board may place a license in
voluntary retirement unless: 
     A.  a pending or final disciplinary action exists  against an applicant's Minnesota license; 
     B.  a pending or final disciplinary action exists  against an applicant's license in another state
where the  applicant has been licensed to practice chiropractic; or 
     C.  the applicant's Minnesota license is not current  in fees and penalties paid or in
continuing education units  obtained for annual license renewal. 
     
2500.2110 REINSTATEMENT OF VOLUNTARILY RETIRED LICENSE. 

2500.2110 REINSTATEMENT OF VOLUNTARILY RETIRED LICENSE. 

A.  An applicant who has voluntarily retired a license may be reinstated or restored to full
status by:

(1) completing a board-approved application of reinstatement; 

(2) paying a reinstatement fee in the amount of $100;

(3) submitting a certification of good standing from each state the doctor was granted a
license; and

(4) following one of the applicable procedures in items B to F.
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B. An applicant who has been voluntarily retired for a period of less than five years, and
who can verify continual practice elsewhere during that time, shall be reinstated by completing
all interim continuing education and paying all accrued penalty fees and interim licensure fees
which would have been required for continual licensure, and repairing any deficiencies that
occurred prior to retirement. 

C.  An applicant who has been voluntarily retired for a period of greater than five years
who can verify continual practice elsewhere during that time must, in addition to following the
procedures in items A and B, complete the board's jurisprudence examination.

D.  An applicant who has been voluntarily retired for a period of less than five years, and
who cannot verify continual practice during that time, shall be reinstated by completing all
interim continuing education that would have been required for continual licensure, completing
an additional ten units of approved continuing education for each intervening renewal year,
paying all accrued penalty fees and interim licensure fees that would have been required for
continual licensure, and repairing any deficiencies that occurred prior to retirement. 

E.  An applicant who has been voluntarily retired for a period of greater than five years,
and who cannot verify continual practice during that time, shall be reinstated by paying all
accrued penalty fees and interim licensure fees that would have been required for continual
licensure, repairing any other deficiencies that may have occurred prior to retirement, taking the
board's jurisprudence examination, and completing the Special Purposes Examination in
Chiropractic administered by the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners, or any other
examination the board may deem appropriate. 

F.  At the election of the applicant, the board shall waive any of the continuing education
requirements in items B to D, upon successful completion of the Special Purposes Examination
in Chiropractic administered by the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners, or other
examination the board may deem appropriate, within the 12 months preceding the application.

Any continuing education units acquired in another jurisdiction, for the purposes of

license renewal, may be applied to items B, C, and D. None of the continuing education units
obtained for the purpose of reinstating a voluntarily retired license apply to the current annual
requirement. Applicants must complete a board-approved application of reinstatement.

2500.2115 EMERITUS REGISTRATION APPLICATION. 

   Any doctor of chiropractic licensed to practice in the  state pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
sections 148.01 to  148.105, who declares to be retired in all jurisdictions from  the active
practice of chiropractic may apply to the board for  doctor of chiropractic emeritus registration. 
The chiropractor  may do so by indicating on the annual registration form or by  petitioning the
board if the chiropractor is completely retired  and has not been the subject of disciplinary
action resulting in  the suspension, revocation, qualification, condition, or  restriction of the
chiropractor's license to practice  chiropractic.  There is no charge for the application, 
certificate, or modification of the license designation to  emeritus status. 
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2500.2120 STATUS OF EMERITUS REGISTRANT. 

   The emeritus registration is not a license to engage in the  practice of chiropractic as defined
in Minnesota Statutes,  chapter 148, or in the rules of the board and the registrant  shall not
engage in the practice of chiropractic.   
   
2500.2125 EMERITUS CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. 

   The continuing education requirements of parts 2500.1200 to  2500.2000 are not applicable
to emeritus registration.    
   
2500.2130 EMERITUS CHANGE TO ACTIVE STATUS. 

2500.2130 EMERITUS CHANGE TO ACTIVE STATUS.

Subpart 1. [Repealed, 34 SR 1328]

Subp. 2.  [Repealed, 34 SR 1328]

Subp. 3.  Reinstatement. Reinstatement of an emeritus status to an active license status shall
be done according to the reinstatement provisions of a voluntarily retired license in part
2500.2110. 

  
2500.2135 EMERITUS RENEWAL CYCLE FEES. 

   Being registered as emeritus will not subject a person to the annual renewal cycle fees. 
  
   
                 GRADUATE PRECEPTORSHIP PROGRAM
   
2500.2500 DEFINITIONS. 

   Subpart 1.  Scope.  The definitions in this part apply to  parts 2500.2500 to 2500.2530.  
   Subp. 2.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
   Subp. 3.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
   Subp. 4.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
   Subp. 5.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
   Subp. 6.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
   Subp. 7.  Preceptor.  "Preceptor" means a supervising  licensed chiropractic physician
approved by the board.  
   Subp. 8.  Preceptorship training program.  "Preceptorship  training program" means a
board-approved program by which an  extern may practice chiropractic under the direct
supervision of  a licensed chiropractic physician for one 12-month period. 
   Subp. 9.  Repealed, 20 SR 1245 
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2500.2505 PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR. 

   The preceptorship training program is administered by the  Executive Director, Minnesota
Board of Chiropractic Examiners,  2829 University Avenue SE, Suite 300, Minneapolis,
Minnesota  55414. 
  
2500.2510 ROLE OF THE PRECEPTOR. 
   Preceptors shall follow the procedures in items A to C when  supervising an extern. 
     A.  The preceptor shall meet with the extern on a  regular basis, at least one hour per week,
to provide valuable  feedback and interaction for one another regarding the extern's 
performance as an associate doctor and the preceptor's  performance as an educator.  Patient
care shall be discussed as  outlined in item B.  
     B.  The preceptor shall involve the extern in sharing  patient care responsibilities, including:  
       (1) completing the history and examination; 
       (2) conducting x-ray examinations, preparing  reports, and conducting laboratory tests, if
applicable; 
       (3) having the extern maintain patient records  and convey information to the preceptor's
practice; and 
       (4) treatment of patients. 
     C.  The preceptor shall approve the extern's treatment  plan before implementing the
treatment of a patient. 
  
   
2500.2515 ELIGIBILITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PRECEPTOR. 

   Subpart 1.  Eligibility.  The preceptor must:  
     A.  be licensed by the board; 
     B.  have actively practiced chiropractic continuously  for the preceding five years; 
     C.  have actively practiced chiropractic in Minnesota  for at least the last three years; 
     D.  be in good standing with the board; and 
     E.  be in private practice only.  
   Subp. 2.  Doctor to extern ratio.  The doctor to extern  ratio shall be one to one unless
special authorization is  granted by the board's executive director and at least one board 
member.  Special authorization shall not exceed a doctor to  extern ratio of one to two in any
situation.  An authorization  for a doctor to extern ratio greater than one to one lasts only  for the
duration of that specified extern's preceptorship  training program.  Special authorization shall
be given under  the following circumstances:  
     A.  when a preceptor is removed from the program while  an extern is under the preceptor's
supervision and the extern  needs to be placed with another registered preceptor; or 
     B.  when one extern has failed to pass the board  licensing examination and that extern's
preceptorship training  program time overlaps into another extern's expected starting  date.  
   Subp. 3.  Fees.  If preceptor application is approved, a  $100 fee shall be assessed.  In
addition, the preceptor shall be  assessed a $100 annual fee for participation in the 
preceptorship training program.  
   Subp. 4.  Application.  An applicant for preceptorship must  complete and file with the board
a preceptor application, a  sworn affidavit, and a preceptor/extern agreement on forms 
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prescribed by the board.  The affidavit must: 
     A.  state that the applicant has been practicing  continuously for the immediately preceding
five years and in  Minnesota for the immediately preceding three years; 
     B.  state that the applicant has never been  disciplined by the board or any state board and
is not currently  the subject of any professional disciplinary action in any  state; 
     C.  include the applicant's Minnesota license number  and year of issuance; and 
     D.  include the name, current mailing address, birth  date, and physical description of the
extern. 
   Subp. 5.  Continuing requirements.  A preceptor whose  application has been approved
must follow the requirements of  items A to E.  
     A.  The preceptor shall notify the board of any  malpractice or disciplinary action that occurs
subsequent to  board approval of participation in the preceptorship training  program.  
     B.  The preceptor shall act as a teacher to the  graduate within the practice environment.  
     C.  The preceptor must be within the environment in  which an extern is working at all times. 
Failure to maintain  this requirement shall result in immediate dissolution of the  preceptorship
agreement.  In the event of a vacation or illness  of the preceptor, the extern may only continue
with the extern's  duties under the guidance of a licensed doctor of chiropractic  who has been
approved to serve as a preceptor. 
     D.  The preceptor must direct the extern only in  treatment care that is within the educational
background and  experience of the preceptor.  
    E.  The preceptor must provide all patients with the  following standard policy statement that
informs them of the  possibility of an extern performing various services: 
     Patient care, examinations, and treatment are       administered by Dr. (the name of the
board-approved       chiropractic extern).       Dr. ............ is a graduate of an accredited      
chiropractic college but has not yet completed       requirements for Minnesota licensure. 
Please notify       office staff if you have any questions or concerns       regarding this Office
Policy Statement.  If you are in       agreement with this statement, please sign your name      
and date on the space provide below. 
     Patient Name:_______________________________________ 
     Date:_______________________________________________ 
  
   
2500.2520 ELIGIBILITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EXTERN. 

   Subpart 1.  Eligibility and limitations.  Prior to  approval, an extern must: 
     A.  be a graduate of an accredited chiropractic  college; 
     B.  if licensed elsewhere, provide evidence of good  standing in all jurisdictions in which the
extern is licensed;  and 
     C.  if licensed elsewhere, not currently be the  subject of any discipline or complaints in any
jurisdiction in  which the extern is licensed. 
   Subp. 2.  Malpractice insurance.  Prior to approval, an  extern must submit to the board
proof of application and  acceptance to an authorized malpractice insurance carrier for 
coverage during the term of the preceptorship training program.     The extern must contact the
insurance carrier of the  preceptor doctor and fulfill the carrier's requirements to  obtain
malpractice insurance coverage during the entirety of the  extern's preceptorship program.  
   Subp. 3.  Application.  An applicant for externship must  complete and file with the board an
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application in a form  prescribed by the board. 
   Subp. 4.  Continuing requirements.  An extern whose  application has been approved may
only participate in treatment  care that is within the educational background and experience of 
the preceptor.  
     
2500.2525 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF A PRECEPTORSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM. 

   The following requirements must be met for board approval  of a preceptorship training
program:        A.  An extern shall not function in the program 
without written approval of the board; and 
     B.  A licensed doctor shall not function in the  program without written approval of the board. 
  
   
2500.2530 TERMINATION OF PRECEPTORSHIP PROGRAM.  

   A preceptorship training program must terminate no later  than 12 months after inception.  It
must be terminated before  that time if: 
     A.  the board finds that either the extern or the  preceptor failed to comply with Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 148,  or part 2500.2100; 
     B.  a letter of termination is received by the board  with either the signature of the preceptor
or the extern; 
     C.  upon completion of the 12-month preceptorship  program if the extern fails to pass the
board licensure  examination for a second time; or 
     D.  the preceptor is removed from the preceptorship  training program because of activities
that result in  disciplinary action by the board that did not involve the  extern.  Board staff shall
make every effort to place the extern  with another preceptor in order for the extern to complete
the  preceptorship training program with little or no interruption. 
  
   
ACUPUNCTURE
   
2500.3000 ACUPUNCTURE. 

   Subpart 1.  Sterilization; disposal.  Where nondisposable  needles are used for
acupuncture, the needles must be sterilized by: 

      A.  autoclave; 
      B.  dry heat sterilization; or 
      C.  ethylene oxide sterilization.  

  Needles must be individually packaged for each patient.   The individually packaged needles
must either be discarded  following patient treatment or sterilized according to the above 
methods of sterilization when nondisposable needles are used. 

    Needles must be disposed of according to the Infectious  Waste Control Act, Minnesota
Statutes, sections 116.75 to  116.83.  In addition, all needles to be discarded must be 
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sterilized and placed in a rigid puncture-resistant container  before disposal.  Noncorrosive
needles must be used.  An  infectious waste disposal plan must be filed with the Department 
of Health.  

    Subp. 2.  Qualifications and fees.  Prior to engaging in  acupuncture, a licensed
chiropractor must be registered with the  board.  Prior to initial registration, the chiropractor
must  complete no less than 100 hours of study, in the utilization of  acupuncture.  Courses or
seminars offered by accredited schools,  the National Acupuncturists' Association, or separately
approved 
by the board according to parts 2500.1200 to 2500.1600 shall be  accepted by the board.  The
chiropractor must submit  certification of completion of the approved course of study  along with
a $100 registration fee.  In addition, the applicant  must have successfully completed either the
National Board of  Chiropractic Examiners Acupuncture Examination or the National 
Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine  (NCCAOM) Examination.  

    Doctors of chiropractic who are applying for licensure  under the provisions of part 2500.0800
and who do not have proof  of compliance with the requirements in the preceding paragraph, 
may satisfy the requirements by providing the board with an  affidavit stating the following:  

      A.  the doctor of chiropractic has obtained no less  than 100 hours of acupuncture-related
education from an  educational institution approved by the board prior to the  submission of this
application; and 
      B.  the doctor of chiropractic has performed no less  than 500 acupuncture-related patient
visits per year for at  least three years preceding this application for registration.  

    Upon applying to the board for registration, the doctor of  chiropractic must submit the
affidavit in addition to a $100  registration fee.  An annual renewal fee of $50 is required in 
order to maintain registered status with the board. 
    Subp. 3.  Continuing education.  The doctor of chiropractic  is required to fulfill the
continuing education requirements as  set by the board in part 2500.1200 before a renewal of 
registration is granted. 
    Subp. 4.  Sanitary office or clinic.  It is unprofessional conduct to maintain unsanitary or
unsafe equipment as it relates to the utilization of acupuncture.  
    Subp. 5.  Registration certificate.  Upon receiving a registration certificate from the board, a
doctor of chiropractic may utilize acupuncture to prepare for or complement a chiropractic
adjustment. 
    Subp. 6.  Exemptions.  Any doctor of chiropractic who is separately registered according to
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 147B, is exempt from subparts 2 and 5. 
    Subp. 7.  Renewals.  Within 14 days after the due date of acupuncture registration renewal,
the board shall mail notices to applicants who have not completed registration.  
    Any registrant who fails to renew registration for more than 30 days after the due date for
renewal, and who wishes to renew registration, must reapply for registration prior to providing
acupuncture services, pay the initial registration fee, and pay the penalty fees in part
2500.1150. 
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    Any registrant who fails to renew registration for more than one year but less than five years,
and who wishes to renew registration, must reapply for registration prior to providing
acupuncture services, pay the initial registration fee, pay the  penalty fees in part 2500.1150,
and complete ten hours of acupuncture-related continuing education for each year the
registration was not renewed.  

    Any registrant who fails to renew registration for a period of more than five years and who
wishes to renew registration, must reapply for registration prior to providing acupuncture 
services, pay the initial registration fee, pay the penalty fees in part 2500.1150, and
successfully complete either the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners Acupuncture
Examination or the  NCCAOM Examination. 

    Any person continuing to provide acupuncture services while not authorized to do so is in
violation of Minnesota Statutes, section 148.10. 
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2500.3100 INACTIVE ACUPUNCTURE REGISTRATION. 

     A Minnesota licensed chiropractor who has converted a Minnesota license to inactive may
apply to the board for an inactive acupuncture registration. An inactive acupuncture registration
is intended for those chiropractors who will be in active practice elsewhere. Upon approval of an
application, the board will modify the annual acupuncture registration certificate to indicate
inactive registration. 

2500.3200 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF INACTIVE ACUPUNCTURE REGISTRATION. 

A registrant must complete an annual renewal application and submit the annual renewal fee
for an inactive acupuncture registration as authorized under Minnesota Statutes, section
148.108. 

2500.3300 REINSTATEMENT OF INACTIVE ACUPUNCTURE REGISTRATION. 

Subpart 1. Generally. An inactive acupuncture registration may be reinstated to an active
acupuncture registration according to items A to C: A. completion of a board-approved
application of reinstatement; B. payment of a reinstatement fee as authorized under Minnesota
Statutes, section 148.108; and C. submission of a notarized statement from the doctor stating
that the registrant has completed two hours of continuing education credits in acupuncture or
acupuncture-related subjects as approved by the board for each year the registration was
inactive. 

Subp. 2. Denial. If any of the requirements of subpart 1, items A to C, are not met by the
doctor, the board shall deny approval of the application for reinstatement. A person who
maintains an inactive acupuncture registration will not be required to take the NBCE
acupuncture examination for the purposes of reinstatement. 

2500.4000 Repealed

2500.5000 Repealed

RULES VARIANCE 
   
2500.5050 VARIANCE. 

   Subpart 1.  Right to request a variance.  A person subject  to the rules of the board may
request that the board grant a  variance from any rule of the board. 
   Subp. 2.  Submission and contents of request.  A request  for a variance must be
submitted to the board in writing.  Each  request must be on a form prepared by the board, and
must  contain the following information: 
     A.  the specific rule for which the variance is  requested; 
     B.  the reason for the request; 
     C.  the alternative measures that will be taken if a  variance is granted; 
     D.  the length of time for which a variance is  requested; and 
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     E.  any other relevant information necessary to  properly evaluate the request for the
variance. 
   Subp. 3.  Decision on variance.  The board shall grant a  variance if it determines that: 
     A.  the variance will not adversely affect, directly  or indirectly, the health, safety, or
well-being of the public; 
     B.  the alternative measures to be taken, if any, are  equivalent to, or more protective of the
public, than those  prescribed in the rule from which the variance is requested; and 
     C.  compliance with the rule from which the variance  is requested would impose an undue
burden on the applicant. 
   The board shall deny, revoke, or refuse to grant or renew a  variance if the board determines
that either item A, B, or C has  not been met.  Any decision made relative to this provision  shall
be final. 
   Subp. 4.  Notification.  The board shall notify the  applicant in writing within 30 days of the
board's decision.  If  a variance is granted, the notification shall specify the period  of time for
which the variance will be effective and the  alternative measures or conditions, if any, to be
met by the  applicant.  All such requests, as well as the board's response  to the requests, shall
be public information. 
   Subp. 5.  Withdrawal.  The board shall have the right to  withdraw the variance if the
conditions for which the variance  is granted become no longer applicable.  The board shall mail
a  notification of withdrawal no less than 14 calendar days prior  to the effective date of the
withdrawal. 

2500.6000 ENGAGEMENT IN THE PRACTICE OF CHIROPRACTIC. 

    A chiropractor is engaged in the practice of chiropractic when: 

      A.  the chiropractor provides examination or treatment services; and 
      B.  the patient, or a person authorized to act for the patient, accepts the services provided. 
    The chiropractor is subject to items A and B regardless of  whether the patient or the
patient's agent was billed or was paying for chiropractic services.

2500.6050 SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 

    For the purposes of determining the presence of sexual misconduct: 

      A.  a person is considered to remain an active patient  until no less than two years have
lapsed since the last date on which the chiropractor examined or treated the patient; and 

      B.  the conduct must occur at the time of or subsequent to the provision of an initial
examination or  treatment. 
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    Consent or mutual consent may not be used by the chiropractor in the defense of an
allegation of sexual misconduct by the chiropractor.

2500.6060 PREPAY PLANS.

Subpart 1. Description. Any arrangement or agreement between a chiropractor and a patient
for a course of future treatment for which funds in an amount of $1,000 or more are collected in
advance of these services shall be considered a prepay plan within the meaning of this part. 

Subp. 2. Escrow account.

A. All funds received in connection with prepay plans shall be deposited into a
designated escrow account insured by the FDIC, and shall not be commingled
with a chiropractor's personal or business account.

(1)  All instruments, including checks and deposit slips, shall bear the

phrase "Escrow Account."

(2)  The chiropractor shall maintain a clear accounting of all funds

received, including the date and from whom the funds were received.

(3) The chiropractor shall maintain a clear accounting of all

disbursements including the dates and to whom the disbursements were
made, and to which patient the disbursements are to be applied or
accounted for.

(4) No more than one account is required regardless of the number of

prepay plans maintained by the chiropractor.

B. Funds may only be transferred out of the escrow account for the following

reasons:

(1)  After services, goods, or appliances have been provided to the
patient, and only in the amounts specifically related to the services,
goods, or appliances provided.

(2)  To reimburse the patient any amounts owed following a notice by
either the patient or the chiropractor to terminate the prepay plan. Any
amounts shall be transferred according to the written agreement.

C. The chiropractor shall cause a reconciliation of the escrow account to be made
no less than quarterly, and shall retain a copy of the reconciliations and all
supporting documents for no less than seven years.
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Subp. 3.  Written plans.  All prepay plans shall be in writing, signed by both the chiropractor
and the patient, with a copy provided to the patient and a copy maintained in the patient's
record, and shall include at least the following:

A. A list of all services, goods, and appliances which are covered by the plan.

B. A list of all fees related to the services described in item A.

C. A statement that an accounting may be requested by the patient at any time.This
accounting shall:

(1)  be provided to the patient within 14 days of a written or verbal request; and

(2)  itemize all fees used to calculate any reimbursement.

D. An explanation of the reimbursement policies and formulae which are used in
returning unused funds to the patient in the event of early termination by either
the chiropractor or the patient.

E. An explanation of any policy modifying the plan in the event of a new injury, such
as an auto injury or worker's compensation injury. This explanation shall be
separately initialed by the patient.

F. A provision that the patient will be notified in writing when the patient's account

reaches a zero balance.

G. A statement that the patient has the right to cancel the prepay plan without
penalty within three business days of entering into the plan by submitting a
written and signed cancellation notice, and upon the chiropractor's receipt of the
cancellation notice, the chiropractor shall have seven days to fully refund any
unused funds to the patient. This right of cancellation shall not be waived or
otherwise surrendered.

Subp. 4. Limitation on number of service treatment dates per plan.

A. No prepay plan may be based upon a package which would exceed 50 visits per
individual.

B. A plan may not be renewed until the visits in the previous plan for that individual
have been exhausted.

Subp. 5.  Billing to third-party payors. A chiropractor shall not bill a reimbursement entity or a
patient for any amount exceeding what is actually earned and disbursed to the chiropractor.
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ANIMAL CHIROPRACTIC

2500.7000 DEFINITIONS. 
Subpart 1. Scope. The terms defined in parts 2500.7000 to 2500.7090 have the

meanings given in this part. 
Subp. 2. Animal chiropractor. "Animal chiropractor" means a doctor of chiropractic who

is licensed under Minnesota Statutes, sections 148.01 to 148.108, and who is registered under
parts 2500.7010 to 2500.7080 to perform services on animals. 

Subp. 3. Animal rehabilitative therapy. "Animal rehabilitative therapy" means any therapy
applied for the purposes of preparing for or complementing the chiropractic adjustment to
animals. These therapies shall include mobilization, light therapy, therapeutic ultrasound,
thermotherapy, ice application, hydrotherapy such as whirlpool or water tanks, exercise therapy,
meridian therapy that does not result in puncture or interruption of the integument, vibratory
therapy, traction that does not require instrumentation or mechanical devices, stretching, trigger
point therapy, and massage. Animal rehabilitative therapy does not include the use of forces
associated with low voltage stimulation, high voltage stimulation, ultraviolet light, or diathermy.

Subp. 4. Board. "Board" means the Minnesota Board of Chiropractic Examiners.
Subp. 5. Owner. "Owner" means the actual owner of the animal or any person having

responsibility for and control of the animal.
Subp. 6. Patient. "Patient" means an animal or nonhuman client treated under parts

2500.7010 to 2500.7090. 
Subp. 7. Veterinarian. "Veterinarian" means a doctor of veterinary medicine, who is

licensed under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 156, or the veterinary practice act of any other state
or jurisdiction.

2500.7010 REGISTRATION. 
A. No person may provide services to any animal without first being registered by the

board.
B. Initial registration shall require:

(1) completion of an application established by the board;
(2) transcripts received directly from an institution approved by the board, which

provides training in animal chiropractic according to Minnesota Statutes, sections 148.01 and
148.032, and which indicates successful completion of the program; and 

(3) any fee which may be set by the legislature.
C. Registration renewals shall require:

(1) completion of a renewal application established by the board;
(2) completion of the renewal of the doctor of chiropractic license;
(3) verification of compliance with six continuing education credits under part

2500.7040 in addition to those credits required for the renewal of the doctor of chiropractic
license; and 

(4) any fee which may be set by the legislature.
 
2500.7020 DOCUMENTATION OF REFERRAL.

A. Referrals from doctors of veterinary medicine must be maintained in the animal's
record. Written documentation in the form of letters, handwritten notes, e-mails, or other forms
shall be considered acceptable. Verbal referrals such as direct consultation or phone referrals
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must be documented in the animal's record by the chiropractor. All referrals shall contain, at a
minimum:

(1) date of referral;
(2) name, practice address, and practice phone number of the veterinarian; and
(3) any special considerations conveyed by the veterinarian including

contraindications or other health-related matters that may impact the care by the chiropractor.
B. The animal chiropractor is authorized to convey clinical information regarding

treatment of the animal to the referring veterinarian
 
2500.7030 PATIENT RECORD.

Subpart 1. Ownership of records. All records, including radiographic reports, that are
created subject to parts 2500.7000 to 2500.7090, must be maintained for a minimum of three
years following the last clinical encounter. 

A. The written animal chiropractic records shall remain the sole possession of the facility
or proprietor of the facility in which animal chiropractic care was delivered.

B. Copies of animal chiropractic records must be provided to the animal's owner, the
owner's designated agent, other health care provider, or to the board within two weeks of a
written and signed request. A reasonable charge for copying may be made, except in the case
of a board investigation, in which case no charges shall be authorized. A reasonable charge
shall be defined as those charges consistent with the charges applicable to human patients,
and governed by Minnesota Statutes, section 144.292. 

Subp. 2. Content of records. Patient records must contain sufficient information to justify
and describe the course of care. The records shall contain, at a minimum:

A. name, address, and telephone number of owner;
B. identity of the animals, including name, age, sex, and breed;
C. dates of consultations, examinations, or treatments;
D. brief history of the condition of each animal treated;
E. examination findings including designation of subluxations;
F. written findings for any diagnostic imaging which may have been conducted

specifically for the purposes of rendering animal chiropractic care;
G. working chiropractic diagnosis;
H. treatment plan including expected duration and frequency; and
I. daily treatments, including areas adjusted or otherwise treated.

2500.7040 CONTINUING EDUCATION.
Animal chiropractors must take at least six hours of continuing education in animal chiropractic-
related subjects each year in which they maintain a registration.

A. Any hours taken that are designated for the purpose of fulfilling the requirement in
this part shall be entirely separate from the 20-hour annual requirement in part 2500.1200, and
shall not be applied to other subject matter requirements as part of the chiropractor's annual
20-hour requirement. 

B. Only courses designed to enhance the academic knowledge or clinical skills of the
animal chiropractor shall be approved. Courses shall be approved according to parts 2500.1200
to 2500.2000. 

2500.7050 DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES.
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A. The board is authorized to utilize the executive director, staff, board members, or a
consultant of the Minnesota Board of Veterinary Medicine (MBVM) to assist the board in
complaint resolution.

B. Any of the acts in Minnesota Statutes, section 148.10, that may reasonably be
applied to animal patients are considered unprofessional conduct and constitute grounds for
disciplinary action. The acts in subitems (1) to (8) shall also be considered unprofessional
conduct and constitute grounds for disciplinary action under Minnesota Statutes, section
148.10: 

(1) asserting or implying in a public manner material claims of professional
superiority in the practice of animal chiropractic that cannot be substantiated;

(2) practicing animal chiropractic under an expired, terminated, suspended, or
revoked chiropractic license or animal chiropractic registration;

(3) promoting, aiding, abetting, or permitting the practice of veterinary medicine
or animal chiropractic by an unlicensed or unregistered person, except as otherwise permitted
by Minnesota Statutes, section 156.12, subdivision 2; 

(4) prescribing, ordering, suggesting, dispensing, administering, delivering,
using, misusing, or in any other manner making available to an owner or any other person, any
controlled drug listed in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 152, or the federal Controlled Substances
Act;

(5) performing surgery;

(6) refusing the board or its designated agent, at reasonable hours, the right to
inspect a facility in which animal chiropractic is performed, pursuant to an investigation by or on
behalf of the board;

(7) Failing to report to law enforcement or humane officers inhumane treatment
of animals, including staged animal fights or training for fights, of which the animal chiropractor
has direct knowledge or has information or belief that such activity has occurred; and

(8) failure to report to the board any action taken in another jurisdiction against
the veterinarian's authorization to practice chiropractic care on animals. If the registrant is also
a licensed veterinarian in this and any other jurisdiction, the registrant is required to report any
action against the registrant's license in the other jurisdiction.

2500.7060 INACTIVE ANIMAL CHIROPRACTIC REGISTRATION.

Upon approval of an application to convert a Minnesota chiropractic license to inactive status by
a Minnesota chiropractor who also maintains an animal chiropractic registration, the board shall
modify the annual animal chiropractic registration certificate to indicate inactive registration.

2500.7070 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF INACTIVE ANIMAL CHIROPRACTIC REGISTRATION.

A registrant must complete an annual renewal application and submit any annual renewal fee
which may be set by the legislature for an inactive animal chiropractic registration as authorized
under Minnesota Statutes, section 148.108. 
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2500.7080 REINSTATEMENT OF INACTIVE ANIMAL CHIROPRACTIC REGISTRATION.

An inactive animal chiropractic registration shall be reinstated to an active animal chiropractic
registration according to items A to C:

A. completion of a board-approved application of reinstatement;

B. payment of any reinstatement fee which may be set by the legislature; and

C. submission of a notarized statement from the doctor stating that the registrant has
completed six hours of continuing education credits in animal chiropractic-related subjects as
approved by the board for each year the registration was inactive.

2500.7090 DENIAL.

If any of the requirements of part 2500.7080 are not met by the doctor, the board shall deny
approval of the application for reinstatement. 
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