
Minnesota Board of Pharmacy 
 

EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTH MEETING 
 

At approximately 9:00 a.m., on December 16, 2015, the Minnesota Board of 
Pharmacy met in Conference Room A, at the University Park Plaza Building, 2829 
University Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a 
general business meeting.  All members of the Board were in attendance.  Also in 
attendance were the Board’s Executive Director, Dr. Cody Wiberg; Deputy Director, Dr. 
Beth Ferguson; Legal Counsels, Mr. Hans Anderson and Ms. Jennifer Coates; and 
Board of Pharmacy staff members, Ms. Candice Fleming, Mr. Steven Huff, Ms. Ame 
Carlson, Mr. Brian Park, Ms. Barb Carter, Ms. Katrina Howard, Ms. Melissa Winger, and 
Ms. Patricia Eggers.   

 
President Stuart Williams called the meeting to order.   
 
The Board went into closed session to discuss a personnel issue and matters 

regarding disciplinary cases.  President Williams temporarily stepped down as chair 
because he served on the Committees involved in two of the contested disciplinary 
cases.   Consequently, Vice-President Laura Schwartzwald presided over the closed 
session. 

 
At the conclusion of the closed session, the meeting was reopened to the public. 
 
The Board next discussed the minutes of the November 4, 2015 business 

meeting. The minutes were approved as written.    
 
Mr. Bob Goetz moved and Dr. Kurt Henn seconded that the items on the 

Consent Agenda be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
The Consent Agenda for the meeting was as follows: 
   

 Variance Committee Report – Approve 

 Except that variance requests from the following 
pharmacies, related to ‘Tech-Check-Tech programs,” 
were pulled from the report so they could be considered 
by the full Board: Mayo Clinic, Rochester Methodist and 
Hennepin County Medical Center. 

 CE Report – Approve 
 Membership and Licensure Issues for 2016 – Approve 

 Continue Membership in NABP 

 Continue to require graduation from an approved college 
of pharmacy and continue to approve and adopt the 
accreditation standards of the Accreditation Council on 
Pharmacy Education (ACPE) and the list of approved 
colleges of pharmacy established by ACPE as the list of 
colleges from which the Board will accept graduates as 
candidates for licensure. 
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Ms. Schwartzwald moved and Mr. Goetz seconded that the remainder of the 

agenda be approved.  The motion passed. 
 
The Board next turned its attention to election of officers and designation of 

officials for calendar year 2016.   
 
For the office of President, Mr. Goetz nominated Mr. Williams.  Ms. Schwartzwald 

seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations, the nominations were 
closed and Mr. Williams was elected to the office of President by a unanimous vote.   

 
For the office of Vice President, Dr. Henn nominated Ms. Schwartzwald.  Mr. 

Goetz seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations, the nominations 
were closed and Ms. Schwartzwald was elected to the office of Vice President by a 
unanimous vote. 
 

Mr. Rabih Nahas made a motion that the following individuals be designated to 
serve in certain positions: for the office of Secretary (Executive Director), Dr. Cody 
Wiberg; for the position of Deputy Director, Dr. Beth Ferguson; for the position of 
Associate Director for Compliance, Ms. Candice Fleming; and for the position of 
Assistant Director for Administrative Affairs, Ms. Patricia Eggers.  Ms. Schwartzwald 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Director Wiberg and President Williams next presented recommendations for a 
change in the manner of conducting meetings of the Committee on Professional 
Standards (COPS) and the Complaint Review Panel (CRP).  Dr. Henn moved and Mr. 
Goetz seconded that the recommendations be approved and that Board Members be 
paid a per diem for reviewing complaints when they are the designated CRP members.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
President Williams next began a discussion of appointments to the Board's 

standing committees for 2016.  After a brief discussion, the following committee 
appointments were made. 

 
Ms. Schwartzwald, Dr. Joseph Stanek, and Dr. Ferguson are appointed to the 

Internship Advisory Committee. 
 
All members of the Board will rotate through the Variance and Policy Review 

Committee, with two members serving at each meeting and with the Board’s Pharmacy 
Surveyors serving and rotating as well, with two Surveyors and Ms. Candice Fleming 
present at each meeting.  As Associate Director for Compliance, Ms. Fleming will chair 
the VPRC. The other two Surveyors and the two Board Members are the voting 
members of the Committee.  Ms. Fleming may vote to break a tie.   

 
Mr. Williams will be the representative and Mr. Nahas will be the alternate to the 

Program Committee of the Health Professionals Services Program.   
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Director Wiberg next provided information concerning the PMP Advisory Task 

Force (PMPATF), noting that the relevant section of statutes does not state that the 
Board should have a representative on the PMPATF.  Director Wiberg recommended 
that the Board not reappoint former Board Member Betty Johnson but that it formally 
recognize her service on the PMPATF. The Board accepted this recommendation and 
directed Dr. Wiberg to extend the Board’s appreciation and thanks to Ms. Johnson.   

 
Dr. Ferguson will be the representative to the Minnesota Alliance for Patient 

Safety.   
 
 The first variance and policy review issue to come before the Board was from Mr. 
Randy Hanna.  Mr. Hanna requested that he be allowed to reciprocate into the state of 
Minnesota without having to take the NAPLEX examination, which he would normally 
have to do, pursuant to Minn. Rules 6800.1300, given that he has not worked as a 
pharmacist for five years.  Mr. Hanna works for Target Corporate Offices as the leader 
of the Pharmacy Managed Care Team.  After deliberation, Mr. Nahas moved and Dr. 
Henn seconded that Mr. Hanna’s variance request be granted. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 The next variance and policy review issue to come before the Board was from 
five locations of Thrifty White Pharmacies located in Karlstad, Renville, Fertile, and 
Clearbrook, MN and Fargo, ND.  The five Thrifty White Pharmacies are requesting a 
policy review of their revised tele-pharmacy policies.  At the November 4, 2015 meeting 
the Board voted to approve the revised policies until this Board meeting - on condition 
that Thrifty White submit additional revisions to the policies and procedures by the 
deadline for the December 2, 2015 VPRC meeting.  The documents were not submitted 
by that deadline but were received after the VPRC met.  Present at the meeting were 
Mr. Jeff Shorten, Pharmacy Operations Manager, and Mr. Jeff Lindoo, Vice President of 
Governmental & Regulatory Affairs for Thrifty White.  After deliberation, Mr. Nahas 
moved and Mr. Goetz seconded that the matter be deferred until the next Board 
meeting, that Thrifty White be asked to submit all necessary documents for review at 
the next VPRC meeting, that Thrifty White be offered the opportunity to work with Mr. 
Steve Huff and Ms. Michele Mattila on any questions related to this issue and that 
Thrifty White refrain from remote certification of unit dose packaging (other than for 
Schedule II controlled substances) and refrain from remote certification of emergency 
kits. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 At this time, Dr. Stanek excused himself from the meeting. 
 
 The next variance and policy review issue to come before the Board was for 
Fairview Southdale Hospital Pharmacy.   Present at the meeting were Dr. Carl Woetzel, 
Pharmacist-in-charge at Fairview Southdale Hospital Pharmacy; Ms. Emily Medcraft, 
Pharmacy Specialist; and Ms. Sara Brown, Compliance & Licensing Analyst. The VPRC 
deferred this request to the full Board and recommended that the Board discuss 
restricting Tech-Check-Tech programs involving the use of automated drug distribution 
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systems to patient care areas where barcode medication administration is utilized.  The 
VPRC further recommended that Tech-Check-Tech policies include a provision that a 
specific pharmacist, per shift, will be assigned responsibility for supervising the 
technicians performing Tech-Check-Tech duties. Director Wiberg suggested that, with 
the approval of Fairview Southdale, the variance request be deferred to the next Board 
meeting so that additional research could be done.  Dr. Woetzel stated that Fairview did 
not want the variance request to be deferred. After a lengthy discussion, Dr. Henn 
moved and Ms. Schwartzwald seconded that the Board approve the variance on the 
condition that Fairview’s policies be revised to include a provision that a specific 
pharmacist, per shift, will be assigned responsibility for supervising the technicians 
performing Tech-Check-Tech duties and that Fairview utilize the Tech-Check-Tech 
program only in patient care areas where barcode medication administration and patient 
profiles are utilized.  The portion of the policies that would allow Fairview to utilize the 
Tech-Check-Tech program in other areas of the hospital would be brought to the next 
board meeting for further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 

The next variance and policy review issues to come before the Board were for 
various Fairview Pharmacies.  These variances came before the Board so that Dr. 
Stanek could recuse himself from voting on them.  They are: 

 

 Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy and Fairview Infusion Services in 
Minneapolis.  This was a policy review of central filling by Fairview 
Infusion Services for Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy.  The VPRC 
recommended not approving.  Ms. Sara Brown from Fairview agreed to 
defer the policy review to the next meeting and to submit additional 
materials for review at the next VPRC meeting. The board unanimously 
approved the VPRC recommendation. 

 Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy in Minneapolis.  This was a policy 
review of the consulting/management of automated distribution cabinets 
for floor stock at the ambulatory clinics in the University of Minnesota 
Health Clinics and Surgery Center Building.  The VPRC recommended an 
approval.  The board unanimously approved the VPRC recommendation. 

 Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy in Minneapolis.  This was a policy 
review of a TCGRx automated inventory system with both the AVF-64 and 
AVF-6 canister models (collectively called AVF-70).  The VPRC 
recommended approval on condition that the pharmacy follows previous 
policies.  The board unanimously approved the VPRC recommendation. 

 
 Dr. Stanek returned to the meeting.   
 
 Mayo Clinic Methodist Hospital, Rochester and Hennepin County Medical 
Center, Minneapolis also submitted Tech-Check-Tech variance renewal requests.  
Director Wiberg recommended that the Board approve these variance requests only 
until the next Board meeting so that concerns raised during VPRC discussions of the 
Tech-Check-Tech variance submitted by Fairview Southdale could be considered. The 
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concerns relate to the use of Tech-Check-Tech programs in patient care areas where 
barcode medication administration and patient profiles are not utilized. After some 
discussion, Ms. Schwartzwald moved and Mr. Nahas seconded that the Board approve 
the existing Tech-Check-Tech variances until the January meeting.  The motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
 Mr. Nahas excused himself from the meeting. 
 

The next variance and policy review issues to come before the Board were for 
various Allina Health System pharmacies.  These variances came before the Board so 
that Mr. Nahas could recuse himself from voting on them.  They are: 

 

 Mercy Hospital Pharmacy in Coon Rapids submitted a variance to allow 
remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician 
medication orders by Mercy Hospital Pharmacy for Grand Itasca Clinic & 
Hospital in Grand Rapids, District One Hospital in Faribault, and FirstLight 
Health System in Mora when the hospital pharmacies are closed.  The 
VRPC recommended a one year approval with conditions listed in the 
letter of December 16, 2015.  Mr. Goetz moved and Dr. Henn seconded 
that the recommendation of the VPRC be approved.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 Unity Hospital Pharmacy in Fridley submitted a variance request to allow 
outpatient prescription processing for Allina Health Unity Pharmacy by the 
hospital’s 11-7 night pharmacist, utilizing a hospital technician.  The VPRC 
recommended a deferral to the next VPRC meeting on January 6, 2016, 
however the Executive Director recommended a deferral until the next 
Board meeting.  Dr. Daniel Niznick, pharmacist-in-charge at Unity, was 
present at the variance meeting and agreed to the deferral.  Dr. Henn 
moved and Mr. Goetz seconded that the recommendation of the Executive 
Director be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Mr. Nahas returned to the meeting. 
 

 Ms. Carter next gave an update on the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP).  
Ms. Winger presented the Board with information about a required report to the 
legislature concerning Interstate Data Sharing.  Dr. Howard presented the Board with 
information about a required report to the legislature concerning Unsolicited Reporting.  
After some discussion, Ms. Schwartzwald moved and Dr. Henn seconded that these 
two reports to the legislature be approved.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Dr. Howard next presented the Board with information about a revision to the 
Joint Statement on Pain Management that has been issued by the Minnesota Boards of 
Medical Practice, Nursing, and Pharmacy.  After some discussion, Ms. Schwartzwald 
moved and Mr. Nahas seconded that the Board approve the revised Joint Statement on 
Pain Management.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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 Director Wiberg presented the Board with information about a required report to 
the legislature concerning Obsolete Rules.  Director Wiberg also presented the Board 
with information about a required report to the legislature concerning Controlled 
Substances.  Mr. Kurt Hanna asked to address the Board and requested that the Board 
make a recommendation in these reports that cannabis be removed from Schedule I in 
Minnesota. Mr. Hanna expressed his belief that cannabis does not meet the 
requirements for a drug to be placed in Schedule I because it now has an approved 
medical use.  No motion was made in regards to Mr. Hanna’s request, so no action was 
taken.  After some discussion, Dr. Henn moved and Mr. Nahas seconded that these 
reports to the legislature be approved.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Director Wiberg next began a discussion concerning the relation of Minnesota 
Statues §§ 151.44 and 151.47 to the federal Drug Supply Chain Security Act.  Mr. 
Sumeet Singh was present at the meeting and was asking for the Board to go on record 
to the effect that a business that he wants to operate does not need to be licensed as a 
drug wholesaler under Minnesota law.  After some discussion, no Board member made 
a motion related to this issue so no action was taken.  
 
 Director Wiberg next presented information concerning possible legislation for 
the 2016 Session related to the prescribing of naloxone by pharmacists.  After much 
discussion, Ms. Schwartzwald moved and Dr. Stanek seconded that the Board go on 
record as supporting such legislation and authorizing Dr. Wiberg to work with interested 
parties to seek its passage.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Director Wiberg next presented information concerning possible legislation for 
the 2016 Session related to pharmacists prescribing certain self-administered 
contraceptives. The Minnesota Department of Health is considering such legislation. Dr. 
Wiberg recommended that the Board take no action until a final draft of any proposed 
legislation is available for review.  No action was taken.  
 
 Director Wiberg and President Williams next presented information concerning 
possible new legislation for the 2016 related to the Health Professional Services 
Program (HPSP) and the HPSP Program Committee.  After much discussion, Mr. 
Nahas moved and Dr. Henn seconded that the Board go on record as supporting this 
legislation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Director Wiberg next gave an update on the appointment of individuals to fill 
Board vacancies, indicating that the Governor has not yet made appointments but that 
his staff appears to be ready to make recommendations to him. 
 
 President Williams and Director Wiberg provided background information 
concerning the Board’s proposed work condition rule. President Williams then opened 
the floor for public testimony. 
 Individuals who spoke and appeared to be opposition to all or part of the 
proposed rule were: Mr. Joel Kurzman from the National Association of Chain Drug 
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Stores, Mr. Brian Carr from the Minnesota Retailers Association, Mr. Bill Cover from 
Walgreens Company, Mr. Tim Gallagher from Astrup Drug, Mr. Jeff Lindoo from Thrifty 
White Pharmacies, Ms. Monica Brands of Cub/Supervalu Pharmacies, Mr. John Pastor 
from Fairview Pharmacy Services, Mr. Kyle Skermont from Fairview Pharmacy 
Services, Mr. Craig Harvey from Regions Hospitals and Health Partners, Mr. Shaun 
Holm from Walmart, Ms. Kristi Gullickson, from the Minnesota Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (MSHP), Ms. Melissa Carlson from MSHP, Ms. Ann Byre from Allina 
Health, Ms. Karen Bergrud from Mayo Clinic Midwest Pharmacy Leadership Group, and 
Mr. Steve Mosner, a community pharmacist in Minnesota. Some of these individuals 
gave suggestions for amending the proposed language of the rules in ways that would 
help address their concerns.  
 
 Ms. Julie Anderson, a pharmacist in Minnesota, spoke in support of the work 
condition rule.  
 
 Director Wiberg then provided a summary of a document he prepared titled: Staff 
Analysis of Comments Received during the Comment Period that Followed Publication 
of the Dual Notice in the September 28, 2015 Issue of the State Register; with 
Recommendations for Changes to the Proposed Rule. That document includes a 
summary and analysis of comments that the Board has received about the proposed 
rules.  It also includes his recommendations for making changes to the proposed rule 
language that would address some of the concerns expressed in the comments 
received.  
 
 Board Members Schwartzwald and Goetz offered suggestions concerning the 
length and timing of meal breaks. Board Member Nahas pointed out that, with one 
exception, all pharmacist testifiers appeared to be managers and opined that staff 
pharmacists might not be able to get off of work to provide testimony.  President 
Williams expressed that, as a public member, he was concerned about the work 
conditions that pharmacists and technicians often currently endure and expressed 
continued support for the proposed rule.     
 
 After much discussion, Ms. Schwartzwald moved and Mr. Nahas seconded that 
Director Wiberg be authorized to continue the rule making process using the revised 
language that was recommended in the above-mentioned analysis document.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 There being no further business requiring action by the Board, President Williams 
adjourned the meeting at approximately 3:45 p.m.   
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_______________________________ 
PRESIDENT 

 
  
          

   ___________________________________ 
      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Variance Committee Report of December 2, 2015 
for Board Meeting of December 16, 2015 

9:00 AM in conference room C 
 
Attendees: Laura Schwartzwald, Bob Goetz, Candice Fleming, Beth Ferguson,  
Cody Wiberg, Steve Huff, Ame Carlson, Karen Schreiner, Michele Mattila, Fei Tang, 
ShuYing Ng, Leah Frantzen, Amy Paradis, Marcy Olson, Sam Testa, Sarah Brown,  
Lisa Ganske, Carl Woetzel, Emily Medcraft, Tim Boonstra, Darcy Malard Johnson,  
Jeff McNamara, Kristi Gullickson, Matthew Ditmore, Teresa Kossakowski,  
Christianna Finnern, Dan Niznick, Ross Fishman, Nguyen Luong, Brent Kosel,  
Blair Miller, Scott Anderson, and Steve Steurer 
 
 
 
Information for Discussion: 
 
Hy-Vee Pharmacy Fulfillment Center’s 2015 Q2 Error Report 
Board Committee reviewed and discussed.  
Please respond in writing why scanning technology is not catching replenishment errors 
(pages37-38 of pdf) and provide a more effective corrective action plan to eliminate 
human errors and avoid future errors 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Appointments: 
 
10:00 
Sterling Long Term Care Pharmacy Owatonna 
Charles Olson 264431-001 
to allow the utilization of a DocuTrack system in the pharmacy for storage of faxed 
transmissions as an electronic document 
A variance is no longer needed  
Prescriptions must be kept in the original format in which they were received.  Policies 
and procedures retained on site must meet MN Statute 151.211, should include back up 
of the database, what occurs at verification, removal of e-mail orders (not legal), and 
address verbal orders.  DEA regulations must also be met 
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Sterling Long Term Care Pharmacy #30 Rushford 
Sherwood Peterson 264436-005 
to allow the utilization of a DocuTrack system in the pharmacy for storage of faxed 
transmissions as an electronic document 
A variance is no longer needed  
Prescriptions must be kept in the original format in which they were received.  Policies 
and procedures retained on site must meet MN Statute 151.211, should include back up 
of the database, what occurs at verification, removal of e-mail orders (not legal), and 
address verbal orders.  DEA regulations must also be met 
 
 
Sterling LTC Pharmacy #32 Worthington 
Amy Paradis 264426-005 
to allow the utilization of a DocuTrack system in the pharmacy for storage of faxed 
transmissions as an electronic document 
A variance is no longer needed  
Prescriptions must be kept in the original format in which they were received.  Policies 
and procedures retained on site must meet MN Statute 151.211, should include back up 
of the database, what occurs at verification, removal of e-mail orders (not legal), and 
address verbal orders.  DEA regulations must also be met 
 
 
Sterling Long Term Care Pharmacy   Owatonna 
Charles Olson 264431-007 
to allow the pharmacy to provide an emergency kit to Beauterre Recovery Institute 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that you submit revised policies and procedures to clarify the agents, 
verbal orders, and the pharmacist’s involvement in the monthly review per MN Rule 
6800.6700 
 
 
Sterling Long Term Care Pharmacy Owatonna 
Charles Olson 264431-008 
policy review of centralized prescription processing and filling 
Your policies have been reviewed with recommended revisions to meet MN Rule 
6800.4075 
 
 
Sterling Long Term Care Pharmacy #30 Rushford 
Sherwood Peterson 264436-006 
policy review of centralized prescription processing and filling 
Your policies have been reviewed with recommended revisions to meet MN Rule 
6800.4075 
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Sterling LTC Pharmacy #32 Worthington 
Amy Paradis 264426-006 
policy review of centralized prescription processing and filling 
Your policies have been reviewed with recommended revisions to meet MN Rule 
6800.4075 
 
 
10:30 
See Fairview Pharmacies in the “Deferred to the Board” section. 
 
 
11:30 
See Abbott Northwestern Hospital Pharmacy in the “Deferred to the Board” section. 
 
 
1:00 
Dakota Treatment Center Burnsville 
Gary Oien 261484-004 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding a pharmacist being on duty at all 
times while the pharmacy is in operation  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Dakota Treatment Center Burnsville 
Gary Oien 261484-006 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding drug utilization reviews 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Dakota Treatment Center Burnsville 
Gary Oien 261484-009 
to allow nurses and the Treatment (Program) Director to have limited access to the 
pharmacy when the pharmacist is not present  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Dakota Treatment Center Burnsville 
Gary Oien 261484-011 
to allow a pharmacist to perform remote order review and entry from a clinic in  
Rochester for the treatment centers in Burnsville, Roseville, and St. Cloud 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
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Rochester Metro Treatment Rochester 
Teresa Kossakowski 262695-001 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding a pharmacist being on duty at all 
times while the pharmacy is in operation  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Rochester Metro Treatment    Rochester 
Teresa Kossakowski 262695-005 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding drug utilization reviews 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Rochester Metro Treatment Rochester 
Teresa Kossakowski 262695-009 
to allow nurses and the Treatment (Program) Director to have limited access to the 
pharmacy when the pharmacist is not present  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Rochester Metro Treatment    Rochester 
Teresa Kossakowski 262695-011 
to allow a pharmacist to perform remote order review and entry from a clinic in  
Rochester for the treatment centers in Burnsville, Roseville, and St. Cloud 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
St. Cloud Metro Treatment     St. Cloud 
Mark Stang 262696-003 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding a pharmacist being on duty at all 
times while the pharmacy is in operation  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
St. Cloud Metro Treatment     St. Cloud 
Mark Stang 262696-004 
to allow an exemption from the Board's rule regarding drug utilization reviews 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
St. Cloud Metro Treatment St. Cloud 
Mark Stang 262696-009 
to allow nurses and the Treatment (Program) Director to have limited access to the 
pharmacy when the pharmacist is not present  
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
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St. Cloud Metro Treatment     St. Cloud 
Mark Stang 262696-011 
to allow a pharmacist to perform remote order review and entry from a clinic in  
Rochester for the treatment centers in Burnsville, Roseville, and St. Cloud 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
1:30 
See Unity Hospital and Allina Health Unity Pharmacy in the “Deferred to the Board” 
section. 
 
 
2:00 
PharMerica Fridley 
Blair Miller 261548-012 
policy review of an RxNow electronic e-kit for first dose and emergency medications 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
PharMerica       Fridley 
Blair Miller 261548-014 
to allow the use of RxNow automation in place of traditional emergency kits 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
PharMerica Fridley 
Blair Miller 261548-018 
to allow a greater number of permitted emergency medications in the e-kit 
Deferred to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
2:30 
See Mercy Hospital and the affiliated pharmacies in the “Deferred to the Board” section. 
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Policy Reviews: 
 
Merwin Long Term Care Pharmacy   Minneapolis 
Ryan Pederson 264142-005 
policy review of a Cubex unit dose cabinet for first dose 
Approved  
On condition that the policies and procedures be revised to state that only the 
pharmacy has access to the keys 
 
 
Merwin LTC Pharmacy #3 Cambridge 
Deborah Frazey 264140-005 
policy review of a Cubex unit dose cabinet for first dose 
Approved  
On condition that the policies and procedures be revised to state that only the 
pharmacy has access to the keys 
 
 
Omnicare - Minnesota Brooklyn Center 
Alison Sinclair 261366-021 
policy review of an Omnicell automated distribution system for nursing homes 
Not Approved 
Resubmit updated policies and procedures that limits over-rides for true emergency 
drugs, clarifying who does the monthly audit, that returns must be returned to the return 
bin, training of the staff, and that only the pharmacy has access to the keys 
 
 
St. Luke's Hospital Pharmacy Duluth 
Gina Lemke 200442-004 
policy review of a Robot-Rx Cart Fill dispensing system 
Not Approved 
Submit a variance request to MN Rule 6800.3100 for certification and include policies 
that address repackaging medications for the robot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINNESOTA BOARD OF PHARMACY – 850
th

 Meeting, December 16, 2015 

Page 15 

 

 

 
New Variances: 
 
Avera ePharmacy      Sioux Falls, SD 
Andrea Darr 263452-001 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Avera ePharmacy for Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center, Tyler 
Healthcare Center, Pipestone County Medical Center, Madelia Community Hospital, 
Glacial Ridge Hospital, Sleepy Eye Medical Center, Chippewa County Montevideo 
Hospital, Hendricks Hospital, Johnson Memorial Health Services, North Valley Health 
Center, Appleton Area Health Services, and the new addition of Swift County Benson 
Hospital when the hospital pharmacies are closed from normal business hours of 
operation  
Approved – Until 11/04/2017 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
 
 
Swift County Benson Hospital Pharmacy Benson 
Melissa Hampton 205427-004 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Avera ePharmacy for Swift County Benson Hospital when the hospital 
pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of operation  
Approved – Until 11/04/2017 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
 
 
Genoa, a Qol Healthcare Company, LLC  Roseville 
Rita Schille 264657-002 
to allow the pharmacy to deliver patients' medications to an off-site business or other 
designated facility 
Denied 
Resubmit your policies and procedures to explain counseling, a delivery log verifying 
designated staff that receives the prescriptions, documentation of temperatures for 
storage of drugs, and the return of patient medications to the pharmacy 
 
 
Option Care       Roseville 
Cecile Do 262204-001 
to allow the pharmacy to utilize a non-contiguous space for the storage of increased 
drug inventory 
Approved - Permanently 
Pending an on-site inspection 
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New Variances Deferred: 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
Extensions to Current Variances: 
 
HCMC Addiction Medicine Program Minneapolis 
Kevin Olander 263786-003 
to allow the pharmacy to abstain from placing the dosage of Methadone on the label of 
the prescription bottle when the provider and the patient deem it to be necessary 
Approved – Until 03/04/2017 
On condition that you utilize this for limited circumstances as per policy 
 
 
Hennepin County Medical Center Minneapolis 
Brian Howard 262931-006 
to allow the utilization of the Tech-Check-Tech program in the pharmacy  
Approved – One Year 
On condition that Tech-Check-Tech is restricted to ADMs in patient care areas utilizing 
barcode medication administration 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys - Austin Hospital Phcy  Austin 
Robert Holt 264086-001 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mayo Clinic Health System - Austin Hospital Pharmacy for Mayo Clinic Health 
System - Albert Lea, Cannon Falls, and Lake City when the hospital pharmacies are 
closed from normal business hours of operation  
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health System - Cannon Falls Cannon Falls 
Gerald Jacobson 262762-004 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mayo Clinic Health System - Austin Hospital Pharmacy for Mayo Clinic  
Health System - Cannon Falls when the hospital pharmacy is closed from normal 
business hours of operation  
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
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Mayo Clinic Health System - Lake City  Lake City 
Kelly Kennedy 261637-003 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mayo Clinic Health System - Austin Hospital Pharmacy for Mayo Clinic  
Health System - Lake City when the hospital pharmacy is closed from normal business 
hours of operation  
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
 
 
MCHS - Albert Lea Hospital Pharmacy Albert Lea 
Ross Martinson 200439-004 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mayo Clinic Health System - Austin Hospital Pharmacy for MCHS - Albert  
Lea Hospital when the hospital pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of 
operation  
Approved – One Year 
Conditions listed in the letter of 12/16/2015 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-Austin Clinic  Austin 
Rick Knoll 264085-002 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, either on-site at MCHS - Austin or off-site at MCHS - Albert Lea 
Approved – 6 Months 
On condition that you resubmit policies and procedures to address the unique identifier 
for the data entry person, counseling documentation, an RDAC policy to keep on 
person, and that you submit a policy for review to MN Rule 6800.4075 for central 
service for Austin and Albert Lea 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health System Pharmacy – Albert Lea  Albert Lea 
Lawrence Costello 261534-004 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist, either on-site at MCHS - Albert Lea or off-site at MCHS - Austin 
Approved – 6 Months 
On condition that you resubmit policies and procedures to address the unique identifier 
for the data entry person, counseling documentation, an RDAC policy to keep on 
person, and that you submit a policy for review to MN Rule 6800.4075 for central 
service for Austin and Albert Lea 
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Mayo Clinic Health Sys-Austin Clinic  Austin 
Rick Knoll 264085-003 
to allow the utilization of a telepharmacy in LeRoy and Blooming Prairie  
Denied 
The conditions of your original variance were not met   
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys - Blooming Prairie  Blooming Prairie 
Nancy Cope 264087-001 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open, no compounding equipment, and space  
Denied 
The conditions of your original variance were not met  
 
 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys - Leroy Clinic  LeRoy 
Timothy Habermann 264088-001 
to allow exemptions from the Board's rules regarding having a pharmacist on duty at all 
times that the telepharmacy is open, no compounding equipment, and space 
Denied 
The conditions of your original variance were not met  
 
 
Mayo Clinic Hospital - Rochester, Methodist  Rochester 
Karen Bergrud 200540-003 
to allow the utilization of the Tech-Check-Tech program in the pharmacy 
Approved – One Year 
On condition that Tech-Check-Tech is restricted to ADMs in patient care areas utilizing 
barcode medication administration 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Hospital - Rochester, Methodist  Rochester 
Karen Bergrud 200540-004 
to allow two pharmacy technicians to witness and waste the excess controlled 
substances they have retrieved per policy  
Approved – Two Years 
 
 
Mayo Clinic Hospital - Rochester, St. Mary’s  Rochester 
Kevin Dillon 201162-002 
to allow two pharmacy technicians to witness and waste the excess controlled 
substances they have retrieved per policy 
Approved – Two Years 
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Target Pharmacy T-619 Shoreview 
Barry Fuchs 260845-002 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, 
profile review, drug utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable 
prescriptions, by more than one pharmacist at your pharmacy, utilizing Target's unique 
identifier  
Approved – One Year 
 
 
Target Pharmacy T-861 Buffalo 
Stacey Magnuson 261055-003 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, 
profile review, drug utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable 
prescriptions, by more than one pharmacist at your pharmacy, utilizing Target's unique 
identifier  
Approved – One Year 
 
 
Target Pharmacy T-1144 Coon Rapids 
Molli Jannette 261599-002 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, 
profile review, drug utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable 
prescriptions, by more than one pharmacist at your pharmacy, utilizing Target's unique 
identifier  
Approved – One Year 
 
 
Thrifty White Drug #762 Plymouth 
Bradley Phillips 262827-007 
to allow the separation of the prescription dispensing process including verification, drug 
utilization review (DUR) and/or certification for new or refillable prescriptions, by more 
than one pharmacist on site  
Approved – One Year 
 
 
Thrifty White Drug #762 Plymouth 
Bradley Phillips 262827-010 
to allow the utilization of a paperless, queue based workflow system  
A variance is no longer needed  
Prescriptions must be kept in the original format in which they were received.  Policies 
and procedures retained on site must meet MN Statute 151.211, should include back up 
of the database, what occurs at verification, and address verbal orders.  DEA 
regulations must also be met 
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Extensions to Current Variances Deferred: 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
PIC Changes: 
 
None  
 
 
 
 
PIC Changes Deferred: 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
Deferred to the Board: 
 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Kristine Gullickson 201004-006 
to allow two licensed providers that are employees of Abbott, but not the inpatient 
pharmacy, to replenish the automated dispensing cabinets in the WestHealth  
Emergency Department  
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a two year approval 
 
 
Fairview Infusion Services  Minneapolis 
Erin Maki 263532-007 
policy review of the management of automated distribution cabinets for patient profiled 
medications in the hospital-based University of Minnesota Health Clinics and Surgery 
Center Building 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 
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Fairview Southdale Hospital Pharmacy Edina 
Carl Woetzel 261547-002 
to allow the utilization of the Tech-Check-Tech program in the pharmacy 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a discussion on restricting Tech-Check-Tech with ADM to 
patient care areas where barcode medication administration is utilized and polices 
reflect the supervising pharmacist per shift for the technicians performing Tech-Check-
Tech 
 
 
Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Timothy Boonstra 262549-011 
policy review of central filling by Fairview Infusion Services 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends not approving 
 
 
Fairview Infusion Services Minneapolis 
Erin Maki 263532-005 
policy review of central filling for Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends not approving 
 
 
Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Timothy Boonstra 262549-012 
policy review of the consulting/management of automated distribution cabinets for floor 
stock at the ambulatory clinics in the University of Minnesota Health Clinics and Surgery 
Center Building 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends an approval 
 
 
Fairview University Clinic Pharmacy Minneapolis 
Timothy Boonstra 262549-013 
policy review of a TCGRx automated inventory system with both the AVF-64 and AVF- 
6 canister models (collectively called AVF-70) 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends approval on condition that you follow previous policies 
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Mercy Hospital Pharmacy Coon Rapids 
Brent Kosel 260411-005 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mercy Hospital Pharmacy for Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital, District One 
Hospital, and Firstlight Health System when the hospital pharmacies are closed from 
normal business hours of operation  
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval with conditions listed in the letter of 
12/16/2015 
 
 
District One Hospital Pharmacy Faribault 
Brianne Peroutka 264615-001 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mercy Hospital Pharmacy for District One Hospital when the hospital 
pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of operation  
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval with conditions listed in the letter of 
12/16/2015 
 
 
FirstLight Health System     Mora 
Brent Thompson 204576-001 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mercy Hospital Pharmacy for Firstlight Health System when the hospital 
pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of operation 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval with conditions listed in the letter of 
12/16/2015 
 
 
Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital Pharmacy Grand Rapids 
Melissa Walters 261457-003 
to allow remote pharmacy after hours order review and entry of physician medication 
orders by Mercy Hospital Pharmacy for Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital when the hospital 
pharmacy is closed from normal business hours of operation 
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a one year approval with conditions listed in the letter of 
12/16/2015 
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Unity Hospital Pharmacy Fridley 
Daniel Niznick 260414-005 
to allow outpatient prescription processing for Allina Health Unity Pharmacy by the 
hospital's 11-7 night pharmacist utilizing a hospital technician  
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a deferral to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
 
 
Allina Health Unity Pharmacy Fridley 
Lori Borchardt 260415-004 
to allow outpatient prescription processing for Allina Health Unity Pharmacy by the 
hospital's 11-7 night pharmacist utilizing a hospital technician  
Deferred to the Board 
The Committee recommends a deferral to the next Variance meeting on 01/06/2016 
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Pharmacist Licensure Report 

 

 

 

Name Licensed By Original Licensure Date Registration Number 

Catherine Nguyen Examination 10/28/2015 122615 

Brittney Lynn Gerber Examination 11/5/2015 122619 

John David Youmans Examination 11/17/2015 122623 

Teklu O Bahta Examination 11/20/2015 122626 

Sara Arum Hwang Examination 12/2/2015 122633 

Nichole J T Ramsey Reciprocity 10/28/2015 122617 

Lawrence D King Reciprocity 11/03/2015 122618 

Zachary E Russell Reciprocity 11/16/2015 122620 

Ha T Hoang Reciprocity 11/16/2015 122621 

Jillian F Handley Reciprocity 11/20/2015 122625 

Brian K Fung Reciprocity 12/01/2015 122628 

Lucky Yang Reciprocity 12/01/2015 122629 

Vicki McConnell Reciprocity 12/01/2015 122631 

Olakunbi A Agiri Reciprocity 12/03/2015 122634 

Jessica A Ziegler Reciprocity 12/03/2015 122636 

Guy J Faber Reciprocity 12/01/2015 122630 

JoAnna Harper Reciprocity 11/16/2015 122622 

Bernadette M Keller Reciprocity 11/30/2015 122627 

Kevin D Hillegass Reciprocity 11/20/2015 122624 

Katerina D Anastasiou Reciprocity 10/28/2015 122616 

 

 


