
Board of Cosmetologist Examiners 
July 21, 2014 Board Meeting Minutes 

9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
Conference Room A, University Park Plaza 

2829 University Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN  55414 
 

Present at Meeting: 

Mary Finnegan, Chair  
Laurie Boggess, Member 
Robert Salmonson, Member 
Kurt Deile, Member 
Michele Owen, Attorney 
  

Gina Stauss Fast, Executive Director 
Diane DelaBarre, Assistant Executive Director 
Billi Jo Jones, Licensing Division Manager 
Catrina Mairose, Licensing Specialist 
Tami Thein, Assistant to the Executive Director 

 Rebecca Gaspard, Compliance 
I. Call to Order 

MF: Called meeting to order at 9:03 AM. 
 

II. Approval of Proposed Agenda 
LB: Made a motion to pass the proposed agenda with flexibility. 
BS: Seconded.  4 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

LB: Made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 12, 2014 Board meeting. 
KD: Seconded.   4 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried. 

 
IV. New Business:  Public Comment, Waivers, Delegate Authority to RFP Review and Appoint 

Licensing Committee 
A. Public Comment:  Doug Nepp 

DN:  Representative for VN School; believes the students have met the requirements and 
that the school should be penalized if any violations were made.    

Discussion:  MO and GSF discuss that the information on student applications are not 
public data and “The Board” does not determine the application approval, which is 
the responsibility of the Board staff and their process.  GSF explains that for those 
who received a letter to submit supporting documents by the July 10th deadline, will 
receive a decision of licensure or denial within 15 business days.  Students addressed 
the Board with concerns of time.   

Students:  Thao Nguyen, Mai Truong, Truc Ly, Trang Le, Phuong Nguyen, Doan Trinh, Hoa 
Nguyen, Tung Dang and Dawin Koester    
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B. Waiver – Sabine Bjork 
CM: SB is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0160, which requires applicants for a Salon 

Manager License to have 2700 hours of licensed practice within the three years prior 
to application. SB holds an active operator license, but does not have recent licensed 
practice. Her request is based on a medical hardship, which would be alleviated if she 
returned to a career involving standing and movement, and on the financial hardship 
of an operator income versus a manager income. 

Discussion:  KD, MF, LB and SB question work history. 
LB:  Made motion to deny SB request based on she didn’t prove that she can’t put 2700 

hours in.  
BS:  Seconded.  3 Ayes, 1 Nays.  Motion Carried 

C. Waiver—Olga Nagoryansky 
CM: ON is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0160, which requires applicants for a Salon 

Manager License to have 2700 hours of licensed practice within the three years prior 
to application. ON accidentally renewed as inactive on 12/13/2011 and did not catch 
the error and reactivate until 6/26/14; no work experience from this time frame can 
be considered licensed practice, thus it does not count toward her manager license 
requirements. ON is requesting this waiver based on the financial hardship of not 
receiving her Salon Manager License. 

KD:  Made motion to grant the request for waiver due to financial hardship if board staff 
verify hours. 

LB:  Seconded.  4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 

MF calls for break at 10:18AM. 
MF calls for order at 10:37AM. 
 
     D. Waiver—Tiffany Whitehead 

GSF: TW is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0150, which requires a license applicant to 
pass examination and be licensed within a period of not more than three years from 
the date of successful completion of the required training. TW finished her 
cosmetology training program in November of 2008 and wishes to take the 155-hour 
refresher course and apply for licensure. Her request is based on medical hard-ship 
that prevented her from obtaining her license within the three years after her 
training. 

LB:  Made motion to grant the waiver request 2105.0150 to allow TW to take 155, exams 
and certification of skills within one year due to financial hardship. 

BS:  Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
E. Waiver—Karri Abbott 
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GSF:  KA is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0150, which requires a license applicant to 
pass examination and be licensed within a period of not more than three years from 
the date of successful completion of the required training. KA finished her esthetician 
training program and passed her written exam in April of 2001. She would like to take 
a 60 hour refresher course rather than return to school for the full course of training. 
Her request is based on financial hardship that the cost of returning to school for a 
full course of training would cause. 

KD: Made motion to grant the waiver request 2105.0150 to allow KA to take 60 hour 
refresher, exams and certification of skills within one year due to financial hardship. 

LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
F. Waiver—Tiffany Duff 

GSF: TD is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0150, which requires a license applicant to 
pass examination and be licensed within a period of not more than three years from 
the date of successful completion of the required training. TD finished her 
cosmetology training program in June of 2009, but did not take her exams until early 
in 2014. She now wishes to apply for licensure and bases her request on medical 
hardship that prevented her from taking her exams and obtaining her license within 
the three years after her training. 

KD:  Made motion to grant TD request under MN Rule 2105.0150 to allow TD to take 155 
refresher course within 1 year of testing date due to medical hardship. 

BS: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
G. Waiver—Barlin Abdi 

GSF:  BA is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0150, which requires a license applicant to 
pass examination and be licensed within a period of not more than three years from 
the date of successful completion of the required training. BA finished her 
cosmetology training in December of 2009 and now wishes to obtain her license. Her 
request is based on the financial hardship that would be caused by completing 
second 1550-hour training and the medical hardship undergone by her mother which 
prevented BA from applying for her license. 

KD:  Made motion to grant BA request under MN Rule 2105.0150 to allow TD to take 
written exams, practical and 155 refresher course within 1 year due to financial and 
medical hardship. 

LB:  Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
H. Waiver—Sharon Fearon 

GSF: SF is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0160, which requires applicants for a Salon 
Manager License to have 2700 hours of licensed practice within the three years prior 
to application. Sharon has recently taken a 155-hour refresher course to reinstate her 
cosmetologist license that has been expired for over three years. She would now like 
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a waiver of the 2700 hour requirement so that she may obtain a Salon Manager 
License. She claims that she would face financial hardship if she returned to 
cosmetology as an operator rather than a manager. 

BS:  Made motion to deny waiver request to SF based on not meeting financial hardship 
requirements. 

LB:  Seconded. 3 Ayes, 1 Nays. Motion Carried. 
I. Waiver—St. Mary’s Regional Health Center 

GSF: Tonya Clem, of St. Mary’s Regional Health Center, is requesting a waiver of MN Rule 
2105.0360(A) for the salon within their senior living facility. This rule requires 
cosmetology salons to have a minimum workspace of 120 square feet for the first 
practitioner, and 50 square feet for each practitioner thereafter. The salon has 96 
square feet of workspace. This request is based on financial hardship. 

Discussion.  
KD: Made motion to grant request of waiver based on financial hardship with a note for 

Inspectors to review sanitation process when there. 
LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 

J. Waiver—Aitkin County Housing & Redevelopment Authority 
CM: Nancy Johnson, on behalf of ACHRA, is requesting that the housing facility be 

included in MN Rule 2105.0400(4) which states that a licensed health care facility can 
allow licensed operators with Certificates of Identification to perform services within 
the facility. ACRA wishes to be able to utilize CIDs, rather than maintain their salon 
license, and would like their Housing with Services Registration from the MN 
Department of Health to qualify them as a licensed health care facility. 

Discussion.  
KD: Made motion to deny waiver request of ACHRA based on ACHRA is not the definition 

of a licensed health care. 
BS: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 

K. Waiver—Salon Genesis 
GSF: Michelle Johnson, on behalf of SG, is requesting a waiver of MN Rule 2105.0370, Sub. 

6, which requires clean, hot, and sanitary running water provided in a salon work 
area. SG is a residential salon and does not have a sink or shampoo bowl in the work 
area. MJ is requesting this rule to be waived due to the financial hardship that 
installing a sink or widening a doorway would cause. 

BS: Made motion to grant waiver of Rule 2105.0370 due to financial hardship with a note 
to inspect soon. 

LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
L. Waiver—Ly Truong 
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GSF: LT is requesting a waiver of MN 2105.0220(D-F) which requires an individual with a 
revoked license to wait two years be-fore applying for re-licensure and meet all initial 
licensing requirements. LT license was revoked on 2/13/13 based on an audit and LT 
inability to provide proof of training and examinations. LT has requested that her 
license be reinstated while she is in her nail technician training because of the 
financial hardship of not being able to work. 

BS: Made motion to grant request of waiver to reinstate her license once all requirements 
for initial licensure are met.  LT is required to complete her 350 hour training, pass all 
exams, prove high school graduation, and apply for a Nail Technician Operator 
License.  

LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
M. New Business – Delegate Authority to RFP Review 

GSF: The Request for Purchase for a new testing vendor contract has been published and 
a team has been established to observe vendor candidate presentations. The group 
consists generally of the same individuals that worked on revising the written 
examinations earlier this year. These presentations are tentatively planned for mid-
September. Vendor candidates will be reviewed and scored on multiple areas, 
including cost and accessibility. 

Discussion:  To allow RFP Team to select best testing vendor candidate and present its 
findings to the Board at the October meeting. 

BS: Made motion to grant request to allow GSF and RFP Team to select best testing 
vendor. 

KD: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
N. New Business – Appoint Licensing Committee 

GSF: BCE staff would like the Board to create a Licensing Committee consisting of at least 
two Board members. The goal of this ad hoc committee would be to review unique 
and complex licensing situations and offer direction on the issuance of licenses in 
unusual circumstances. 

KD: Made motion to grant request to create a Licensing Committee. 
LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 

 KD and MF appointed to Licensing Committee 
 

V. Division Reports –Expenditure Report,  Compliance, Inspection and Licensing 
A. Expenditure Report 

GSF:  Review of Expenditure Reports and the responsibility the ASU Unit adds in gathering 
the data. 

B. Compliance Division Report 
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DD: In the 4th quarter, a total of 25 complaints were filed with the Board.  Board staff 
currently has 100 active complaints.   

C. Inspection Division Report 
DD: The School inspections have begun.   

D. Licensing Division Report 
BJJ: The licensing staff has been making the necessary adjustments to all application types 

to include the new legislative language and to make the applications and their 
process more user-friendly.  Our processing time is has been maintained (on average) 
at 15 business days. 

 
MF calls for break at 11:52AM. 
MF calls for order at 12:02PM. 
 
VI. New Business – Rules Update 

A. Eyebrow Threading Update  
RG: The Reviser’s Office has completed review of the preliminary draft of the rule 

amendments.  (RD4263). 
Discussion audio in full is available on request. 
KD:  Made motion to approve RD4263 draft. 
LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
RG:  The Board’s approval in the form of a resolution is required in order to proceed with 

the proposed rule amendments.  
KD:  Made motion to adopt the resolution RD4263 draft. 
LB: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 

B. Rule Revisions 
RG: A preliminary Reviser’s draft of the rule amendments is in progress, and it is 

anticipated that only minor revisions remain. (RD4158) 
Discussion audio in full is available on request. 
BS:  Made motion to approve RD4158 draft. 
KD: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
RG: The Board’s approval in the form of a resolution is required in order to proceed with 

the proposed rule amendments 
Discussion audio in full is available on request. 
LB:  Made motion to adopt the resolution RD4158 draft. 
BS: Seconded. 4 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion Carried. 
 

VII. Adjournment 
MF: Adjourned the meeting at 12:32 PM. 
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