REGULAR BOARD MEETING

University Park Plaza

University Conference Room A – 4th Floor

2829 University Avenue SE

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

January 17, 2003

 MINUTES

Members Present:
Kathleen Beehler, LSW
Anthony Bibus, III, LISW 

Paul Gaston, LSW 

Barbara Kaufman, LISW, Vice-Chair

Margaret Sebring Khali, LSW

Peter Langseth, LSW

Lois McDougall, Public Member

Anoma Mullegama, LICSW

Steven Sawyer, LICSW, Chair

Timothy Schmidt, Public Member

Antonia Wilcoxon, Public Member, Secretary-Treasurer
Members Absent:
Miriam Bergmark, Public Member

Jane Braun, LSW

Marilyn Kiloran, LICSW

Michael Yang, Public Member

Staff Present:

Louis Hoffman, Director of Compliance
Frank Merriman, Executive Director

Brenda Mammenga, Compliance Coordinator

Sheryl McNair, LICSW, Staff Social Worker 

Connie Oberle, Office Manager

Kate Zacher-Pate, LSW, Assistant Director
1.
PROPOSED AGENDA


Vice-Chair Kaufman called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.; a quorum was present.  Member attendance sheet was passed.  A motion was made by Bibus, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the agenda for the January 17, 2003 Board Meeting with the addition of another reinstatement/restoration of expired license case.  The motion carried unanimously.
2.
MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 22, 2002 MEETING


A motion was made by McDougall, seconded by Schmidt, to approved the minutes for the November 22, 2002 Board Meeting with the following corrections:  1) under 7., Sawyer rather than Bibus was interested in attending the FARB Conference; 2) under 8. F., “ASI” should be replaced with “ACT.” 

3.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Frank Merriman

An expression of sympathy was given to Barbara Kaufman.  Her thank you note was circulated and Merriman noted that a donation was sent to a charitable organization.
Information Items:
· ASWB Newsletter:  Newsletter circulated noting pictures of Ralph Holcomb, Barbara Kaufman presenting at ASWB fall delegate assembly, and Zacher-Pate receiving an award on behalf of the Board.
· Board Meeting Schedule:  Rooms are reserved for 2003 noting the meetings for September and November will be in the Board of Medical Practice’s conference room.
· Budget:  State budget deficit is $356 million through 6/30/03 and then $4.2 billion for the next biennium (7/1/03-6/30/05).  No cuts are projected for the Health Boards because their budgets are fee based rather than tax based.  The Board’s budget will go to the legislature February 18.
(Gaston arrives at 10:11 a.m.)
· Building Lease:  Lease negotiations are underway.  The fees are reasonable at the current location and the Board as well as other health-related boards would like to stay there.
· Computer Project:  The Board has hired a consultant to oversee the online renewal project and assist in hiring a developer.  The project should be completed by 6/30/03, and if budget permits, upgrades will be completed in 2004.
· ASWB New Member Board Training:  May register online:  www.aswb.org.  March 7-9 in New Jersey, June 27-29 in Chantilly,VA, September 19-21 in Culpeper, VA.
· Staff Reorganization:  Target date is June 30, 2003 and includes performance evaluations and updating position descriptions.  Promotions have been approved:  Zacher-Pate’s title is Assistant Director/Licensure Division Supervisor and Oberle’s is Office Manager/Supervisor.
(Sawyer arrives at 10:19 a.m.)
Action Items:
· Attendance at Conferences:  A motion was made by McDougall, seconded by Kaufman, that there will be no out of state paid travel planned after June 30, 2003 by Board members and staff until we know the status of our budget.  The motion carried unanimously.
· Staff Attendance at Conferences:  A motion was made by Schmidt, and seconded by Langseth, to assign decisions regarding staff attendance at conferences to the Executive Director with oversight by the Board’s Finance Committee.  The motion carried unanimously.  
4.
PROPOSED BYLAWS:  Steve Sawyer 
· The November 13 draft was revised and copies distributed.  Underline denotes additions and strike-over denotes deletions. The Bylaws are a public document and should be posted on the new web site.  A motion was made by Gaston, and seconded by Wilcoxon, to approve the Bylaws.  The motion carried unanimously.

· The FARB Code of Conduct was distributed.
5. 
DISCIPLINARY MATTER (Public)
(Bibus recused himself and left the meeting)


1.
In the Matter of Halle S. Ricketts, LICSW.  Ricketts was not present or represented.  Zacher-Pate distributed letter from Robert Holley.  Susan Damon, Assistant Attorney General, represented the Board and gave instructions.  Robert Holley, Assistant Attorney General, represented the Board’s Compliance Panel - Kaufman, Kiloran and Mullegama.  Holley distributed Supplemental Affidavit of Louis Hoffman.  Chair Sawyer gave procedural instructions.  Holley presented oral argument.  
(Kaufman, Mullegama, Hoffman and Holley recused themselves during deliberations.)
Damon distributed a draft of the Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Final Order.

· A motion was made by Sebring Khali, and seconded by Beehler, to accept the Supplemental Affidavit of Louis Hoffman as the Compliance Panel proved that the licensee did not comply with the Stipulation and Order dated May 9, 2002.  The motion carried unanimously.
· A motion was made by Langseth, and seconded by McDougall, to revoke the stay of suspension, which is not influenced by the late submission of the Supplemental Affidavit of Louis Hoffman dated January 17, 2003.  The motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Langseth, to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Final Order as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.
(Bibus, Kaufman, Mullegama and Hoffman return; meeting closed – 11:25 a.m.)
6.
DISCIPLINARY MATTERS (Executive Session)

(Beehler recused herself)


1.
In the Matter of Henry L. Beauduy LICSW.   A motion was made by McDougall, seconded by Kaufman, to revoke Beauduy’s LICSW license.  The motion carried, with Beehler recused.

2.
In the Matter of Robert J. Lupient, LICSW.  A motion was made by Sebring Khali, and seconded by Wilcoxon, to revoke Lupient’s LICSW license.  The motion carried unanimously.

3.
In the Matter of Mark J. Nohre, LSW.  A motion was made by Kaufman, seconded by McDougall, to revoke Nohre’s LSW license.  The motion carried unanimously.

4.
In the Matter of Leslie A. Thompson, LICSW.  Hoffman distributed background information and proposed Stipulation and Order.  The Compliance Panel, Kaufman and Mullegama, concurred with the Stipulation and Order.  A motion was made by Kaufman, and seconded by Langseth, to approve the Stipulation and Order regarding Leslie A. Thompson.  The motion carried unanimously.
(Meeting re-opened at 11:45 a.m.)

7.
REINSTATEMENT/RESTORATION OF LICENSES:  Kate Zacher-Pate
· Note: one licensee will appear in person
1.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case E’s LSW

 license.  The petitioner and her supervisor appeared requesting reinstatement of her expired license.  Petitioner distributed her statement of cancelled checks dated 9/6/02.  A motion was made by Langseth, and seconded by Gaston, to restore Petitioner’s expired LSW License provided she pay the late fee.  The motion carried unanimously. 
(12:00-12:35 Lunch Break)

2.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case A’s LSW license.  A motion was made by Bibus, and seconded by McDougall, to reinstate Petitioner’s LSW license. The motion carried unanimously.


3.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case B’s LSW license.  A motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Kaufman, to deny restoration of Petitioner’s expired LSW license.  The motion carried with Beehler, Bibus and McDougall opposed.

4.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case C’s LSW license.  A motion was made by Bibus, and seconded by McDougall, to restore Petitioner’s expired LSW license.  All others opposed.  Another motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Kaufman, to deny restoration of Petitioner’s expired LSW license.  The motion carried, with Bibus and McDougall opposed. 

5.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case D’s LICSW license.  A motion was made by McDougall, and seconded by Schmidt, to reinstate Petitioner’s expired LICSW license, and allow Petitioner to apply for Inactive License Status as requested.  The motion carried unanimously.

6.
In the Matter of the Petition for Reinstatement/Restoration of Case F’s LSW license.  Zacher-Pate distributed Case F.  A motion was made by Wilcoxon, seconded by McDougall, to reinstate Petitioner’s expired LSW license.  The motion carried, with Sawyer recused.

A motion was made by Sebring Khali, and seconded by McDougall, to have staff research and then seek Advisory Committee input regarding reinstatement.  Licensees who have not submitted renewal materials 15 days before expiration would receive a reminder notice so they would have time to submit the materials prior to expiration.  The motion carried unanimously.
8.
APPOINTMENTS OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Steve Sawyer
A.
Application Review Committee:  inactive
B.
Compliance Committee:  remove Kiloran, add Mullegama


Compliance Panel B:  remove Kiloran, add Mullegama
C.
Executive Committee:  Wilcoxon replaces Langseth as Secretary-Treasurer
D.
Finance Committee:  Wilcoxon replaces Langseth as Chair, Langseth is a member and add Schmidt
E.
Hiring Committee:  inactive

F.
Legislation and Rules Committee:  add Beehler and Schmidt
G.
Licensure Exam Study Work Group:   remove Sawyer, add Kiloran 
(Discussion:  The Secretary-Treasurer of the Board will inform the Governor that Yang has missed three Board meetings.)
Board Liaison Appointments:

A.
Advisory Committee:  maintain Kaufman

B.
Association of Social Work Boards:  Bibus will step down at March meeting


C.
Council of Health Boards:  remove McDougall, add Gaston


D.
E-Therapy Committee:  disbanding after a final meeting and distribution of final 

report

E.
Health Professionals Services Program:  maintain Bibus


9.
2003 LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE:  Tony Bibus

The Advisory Committee reviewed the three year plan.  Fees will remain the same unless the Board is mandated by legislature to reduce costs by 10%.  A motion was made by Bibus, and seconded by McDougall, to approve the general plan for the 2003 and 2005 legislative agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion regarding 2003 legislation:

· SCOBO’s recommendation, and Board approval in July 2001, to discontinue licensees receiving a second “reminder notice.”  Has this resulted in additional expired licenses?  Recommendation:  licensees whose licenses were not reinstated or restored between July 2001 and the effective date of the legislation will be allowed to be reinstated within one year of the effective date of the law.  Deferred to Legislative and Rules Committee.  
· At the ten year point, should notice be sent to inactive licensees reminding them to reactivate their license or it will expire.  By rule, the Board is not required to send notice; however, it is Board policy to send notice with an application.  Board determined notification requirement should be added to new legislation.
· Reinstatement provision proposal for:
1)  hardship cases maintaining the current provision and requiring renewal and 

     late fees;

2)  non hardship cases may apply for reinstatement one year from date of

     expiration, and pay renewal and reinstatement fees.

A motion was made by Langseth, and seconded by Kaufman, to approve, as amended, the 2003 legislative agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Committee was commended for its work.
*Public Comment:
Alan Ingram, National Association of Social Workers of Minnesota, proposed striking “only”on page 14, line 15 of the proposed legislation:  [City, county and state agency social workers who are not licensed under sections 148B.18 to 148B.289] may use only the title “City Agency Social Worker” or “County Agency Social Worker” or “State Agency Social Worker.”  Ingram also proposed that a social worker could not use the title of “Social Worker” unless they had an accredited CSWE degree.
Board Response:   Legislation to this effect may be controversial and, therefore, this change to legislation would not be pursued.

10.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Application Review Committee: Tony Bibus


No report


B. Compliance Committee: Jane Braun-absent


Hoffman distributed “Compliant Status Report as of January 14, 2002”
C. Executive Committee: Steve Sawyer

No report
D. Finance Committee: Antonia Wilcoxon

No report-tentative meeting 5:00 Thursday, March 20
E. Legislation and Rules Committee: Tony Bibus
Report in #9 above.  Meeting 9:00 Monday, February 3
F. Licensure Exam Group: Peter Langseth

No report.  Merriman will meet with local foundations regarding funding.
11.
OTHER REPORTS
A.
Advisory Committee: Barbara Kaufman
· Met in December regarding legislation.

· Discussed where, how long, and what should be published regarding disciplinary actions.  Kaufman will defer to the Compliance Committee.  
B.
Council of Health Boards: Lois McDougall
· Met in December and January.  Reviewed and approved subcommittee reports of Optometry, Speech Pathology, Massage Therapy

· Reviewed pending legislation

· Merriman discussed whether the Boards should amend their Practice Acts to include the Rules.

C.
E-Therapy Committee: Kate Zacher-Pate
· Susan Winkelmann and Zacher-Pate finalized the report and referred it back to the committee.  There are no specific recommendations regarding policy or legislation.  Copies will be distributed upon completion.  
D.
HPSP: Tony Bibus

No report.

12.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

(Comment:  Beehler was informed at the CAC conference that, according to the Health Resource Commission, Minnesota is out of compliance regarding submission of complaint data to the Health Resource Service Administration.  She will give the information to Louis Hoffman).  
13.
ADJOURN


A motion was made by Langseth, and seconded by Wilcoxon, to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.

(The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.)
Respectfully submitted,
ANTONIA WILCOXON

Secretary-Treasurer
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