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Minnesota’s economy continues  
to make solid gains 

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

U.S.

Minnesota

= U.S. Recession 

Unemployment Rate 
Monthly, Seasonally Adjusted 

Source: MN Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 

4.5% 

6.1% 



 
 

Trend #1: 
Population 
aging will 
dampen 
future 

economic 
growth 



How many additional “older adults” will 
Minnesota gain during this decade? 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau 
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Unprecedented increases in MN’s  
“older adult” population  
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What the Twin Cities 7-county metro will look 
like… next year 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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What the Twin Cities 7-county metro will look 
like… in 11 years 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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What the Twin Cities 7-county metro will look 
like… in 21 years 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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What the Twin Cities 7-county metro will look 
like… in 31 years 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 



Percent age 65+, 2012 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Social Explorer. 



As Baby-Boomers move out of the prime 
working years, labor force growth slows 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 



Labor force growth is projected to slow 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center Projections 
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Healthy life expectancy at age 65, 2007-2009 

Source: Centers for Disease Control, 2013 



Labor force participation of older adults 
has increased only slightly 
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+ Immigration not likely to be enough to 
countervail aging trend 
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Average levels of net-migration 



Rate of net migration by age 
Minnesota 1980s-2000s (per 1,000) 

Source: University of Wisconsin, Center for Demography and Ecology 



Source: Hermalin and Neidert, 2014. 

Which states attract? Which states retain? 





 
 

Trend #2: 
Increasing 
diversity 



Source: mncompass.org  

50 years of growing diversity 
in our region, state, nation 
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Populations of Color > 20% 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Social Explorer. 



Populations of Color > 20% in 2000 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Social Explorer. 



Populations of Color > 20% in 2008-2012 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Social Explorer. 



Black, Latino and Asian populations 
growing rapidly 
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7% (390,000) of 
Minnesotans 
foreign born 
 
Source: 2012 American 
Community Survey 



Minnesota’s projected net migration and 
natural change, 2012-2065  
 

Source: State Demographic Center projections, U.S. Census Bureau data used as base population for projections 



+ Our foreign-born population is becoming 
increasingly diverse 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 
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Wide range of immigration patterns across MN 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 

Percent foreign-born in Greater MN Counties: 
• 5 counties: > 10% 
• 21 counties: 3-10% 
• 61 counties: < 3% 

 



One dot = 500 
foreign-born 
residents 
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Pelican Rapids 

Long Prairie 

Melrose 

St. James 

Worthington 

Greater MN Cities 
with 15%+ & 500+ 
foreign born 
residents 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Social Explorer. 



Minnesota by race, 2012 

Source: 2012 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Source: Tabulated by MN Compass from Minnesota Department of Education data 

Large gaps in educational achievement and 
attainment exist across racial groups 



Considerations of demographic change  

• Without immigration, population growth 
will slow  

• States that do slow growth best will thrive 

• States and firms that find and retain 
skilled workers will have the advantage 

 



Demographics will shape the future…but not 
completely determine it 

Policy responses include: 

 
• Supporting worker productivity 

(Health, Education, Research & 
innovation, Infrastructure) 

• Leaving no worker, no entrepreneur 
behind 



Minnesotans for the American 
Community Survey 

http://minnesotansforacs.org/ 



Stay tuned, keep in touch. 

 

http://www.demography.state.mn.us 

susan.brower@state.mn.us 

Twitter: @MN_StateData 
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