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March 25, 2015 

Dear Minnesota County Leaders, 

 

My name is Susan Brower and I am Minnesota’s State Demographer. I want to let you know about 

something that is happening right now in Washington D.C. that could seriously impact the future 

availability and quality of census data in the years to come. I’m talking about the census data. 

Census data which state, county and city leaders use every day to understand challenges, make 

decisions, distribute resources, and govern efficiently. Census data help us answer the most basic 

questions, such as “How many people live in my county?” and more difficult questions such as, 

“How many people in my county are living in poverty?” and “How many older adults with 

disabilities live alone?” and “How is the economic recovery taking hold?” The census data are our 

primary way of knowing the characteristics of the people who live in our state. 

 

I wanted to let you know that right now—late March 2015—there are real and serious threats 

to the future availability and quality of the census data.  What are these threats? 

 

 Because of budget constraints, the Census Bureau has recently said that it will publish data less 

frequently for many cities and counties (those with 20,000 to 65,000 residents).  These 

Minnesota counties and cities that currently receive new census data every 3 years would only be 

able to get it every 5 years. A list of the Minnesota counties and cities that would be affected by 

this change is on page 3 of this letter. 

 

 Sufficient funding to plan 2020 census operations is needed now.  Without adequate resources, 

the accuracy of the 2020 Census is at great risk, given Congress’ directive to keep the cost of the 

next census at the 2010 level. This doesn’t allow for the population growth that has occurred 

since 2010, nor for testing new data collection methods that would allow for cost-savings in the 

long run.  

 

 In recent years, there have been a number of bills proposed
 
to make the American Community 

Survey (the modern version of the census long form) a voluntary survey. Most recently, a 

voluntary ACS amendment was passed by the U.S. House in May 2014. These threats have not 

yet been successful, but are real. A voluntary ACS would seriously degrade the quality of the 

resulting statistics. Data for less populous areas, or for smaller groups such as American Indians 

and other cultural communities, would be especially vulnerable if the American Community 

Survey became a voluntary survey. Canada made its census voluntary in 2011 and, as a result, 

data are no longer available for a quarter of Canada’s towns and counties. 
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The census data has always been there for us, and most people assume it will always be there. But 

many of us who are tracking the situation in Washington have serious concerns about the future of 

the data. 

 

What can you do to help support census data? 

 

1. Pass a resolution in support of a sufficiently funded 2020 Census and a mandatory American 

Community Survey. 

2. Let your U.S. Senators and U.S. Representatives know that you rely on census data to make 

smart decisions and to govern efficiently. 

3. Sign on as a public supporter of census data through the non-partisan, educational, grassroots 

organization called Minnesotans for the American Community Survey.  

4. Learn more about what’s at stake at http://minnesotansforacs.org 

5. Tell your colleagues and partners about the real threats to census data that is so essential for 

decision-making. 

 

Voicing support for census data seems almost too obvious to have to say, right?  My fear is that not 

enough of us will speak up in support of the data before it’s too late. Please join me in doing that 

today. 

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Susan Brower, MN State Demographer 

susan.brower@state.mn.us 

mn.gov/demography 

 

 

p.s. See the next page for a list of Minnesota counties and cities that would lose data if the proposal 

to eliminate the 3-year estimates from the American Community Survey succeeds. 

http://minnesotansforacs.org/?page_id=174
http://minnesotansforacs.org/
mailto:susan.brower@state.mn.us
http://mn.gov/admin/demography
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