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Assistive Technology (AT) Works!

Minnesota Assistive Technology Advisory
Council seeks citizens who want to make
a difference

TheMinnesotaAss stive Technology Advisory Council isseeking citizens
whowant to help ensurethat personswith disabilitieshavethe devicesthey
needtolive, learn, work and play. The Council overseesthe planning,
implementation and eval uation of the Stiate Ass stive Technology Plan,
whichissubmitted tothefedera government.

Applicationsfor the 15-member council, which meetsquarterly, will be
accepted through Aug. 15, 2007. Membersreceive reimbursement for
travel expenses. The Council especialy encouragesapplicantswho reflect
thediversity of Minnesota, including racial and ethnic groups, geographic
location and range of disabilities. At least Sx membersmust beindividuals
with disabilitieswho use ass stive technol ogy, family members, or guardians
of theindividud.

Assstivetechnology (AT) isany devicethat maintains, improvesor
increasesfunction of anindividua with adisability at home, work, school
and inthecommunity. AT rangesfrom pencil gripsto sophisticated devices
that generate speech.

Interested citizens can apply online at www.sos.state. mn.us(click onthe
open appointmentslink); by writing to the Secretary of State, Open
Appointments, 180 State Office Building, 100 CongtitutionAve., . Paull,
55155-1299; or by calling the Secretary of State’ s office at 651/297-
5845.

TheMinnesotaA ssistive Technology Advisory Council was
established under thefederal Assistive Technology Act of 1998,
asprovided by Public Law 108-364, asamended. The
Department of Adminisiration ischarged under Minnesota
Statute 16B.055, subd. 1, asthelead agency in assisting the
Council with carrying out itsrespongibilities.
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STAR Awards Device Loan and Demonstration Grants

STAR recently awarded three grantsto increase accessto deviceloansand demonstrationsin
Minnesota. The 2007 grant recipientsare: PeopleA chieving Change Through Technology (PACTT) a
program of Ability Building Center (www.abcinc.org) located at 310 Elton HillsDrive NW, Rochester;
United Cerebral Palsy of Minnesota (www.ucpmn.org) located at1821 University Avenue West, St.
Paul; and, United Cerebra Palsy of Central Minnesota (www.ucpcentralmn.org) located at 510 25th
AvenueNorth, Saint Cloud. Using grant funds, theseloan & demonstration programswill purchase
equipment to increasetheinventory of itemsavailablefor short-term|oan throughout the Sate.

Assistive equipment available to MN employers and
employees with hearing loss: Pathways to Employment
Loan Program

Inan effort to increase competitive employment for personswith hearing lossin Minnesota, Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Services (DHHSD), adivision of the State of Minnesota Department of Human Services, received a
federa grant from Pathwaysto Employment to purchase assi stivetechnol ogy and to establish an equipment loan
programfor employers.

Through the Pathwaysto Employment Loan Program, DHHSD will help employersdeterminethetechnology
needed to provide communi cation accessfor an employee (or an applicant) with hearing loss. DHHSD will
demonstrate the equipment, makeit avail able on short-term loan (30-day) and providetraining on how to use
thetechnol ogy to the person with hearing | oss, their co-workersand supervisors,

Thetarget audiencefor thisprogramincludesjob-ready deaf, |ate-deafened, deafblind and hard of hearing
personswho are applying for ajob, on thejob or seeking new assignmentsor promotion. Thisaudience may
include Rehabilitation Services' clientswith hearinglosswho arewaiting receipt of assistivetechnol ogy.

For additiona information the Pathwaysto Employment Equipment L oan program, contact your nearest Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Servicesoffice:

dhhs.bemidji @gtate. mn.us, dhhs.duluth@state.mn.us,
dhhs mankato@gtate.mn.us, dhhs metro@state. mn.us,

dhhs.moorhead@state. mn.us, dhhs.rochester @state.mn.us, STA RT E

dhhs.std oud@state. mn.us, dhhs.virginia@state. mn.us Reusing Assistive Technology

Find or sall used assistivetechnology
STAR Announcement using STAR Technology Exchange

After serving as STAR's Executive Director for nearly four www.mnstarte. org

years, Chuck Rassbachretired in July. STAR and itsAdvisory
Council thank Chuck for hisserviceto STAR and hiseffortsto
hel p Minnesotans obtainthe ass stive technol ogy they need.
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Minnesota's First AT Reuse Conference is a
Success

Over 100 registrants participated in Minnesota sfirst Assistive Technol ogy Reuse Conferenceheld
Tuesday, July 24 at the DHS Elmer L. Anderson Buildingin Saint Paul.

“We are heretoday to begin laying the groundwork for asystemthat will get reusable assistive
technol ogy to Minnesotanswho needit.” Commissioner DanaBadgerow, Department of
Adminigtration, told participantswhilewe coming them to the conference.

During themorning, Jeremy Buzzdll, program specidist from Rehabilitation ServicesAdministration
and Carolyn Phillipswith the Georgia Department of Labor and Director of thenew National AT
Reuse Technical Assistance Center, Pass|t On, informed and inspired participantswith anational
purposeand vision for promoting reuse of ass stivetechnol ogy. Conference presentationsare
availablefor viewing at www.starprogram.state.mn.us.

The afternoon sessionsincluded apane discussionrepresenting AT Reuse servicesand program
dready availableto Minnesotans. Therewasal so thoughtful discussion onthefutureof AT reusein
Minnesotafacilitated by Management Analysisand Development, adivision of the Department of
Adminidration.

Participants also had an opportunity to celebratethe 17th anniversary of theAmericanswith
DisabilitiesAct during theafternoon bresk sponsored by the Minnesota State Council on Disability.

TheMinnesotaSTAR program and the Department of Human Services Disability ServicesDivision
gratefully acknowledgethe conference planning committeewhose effortsgreetly contributed tothe
successof theday:

AssgtiveTechnology of Minnesota

Courage Center

Department of Employment and Economic Development, Rehabilitation Services
Department of Employment and Economic Devel opment, State Servicesfor the Blind
Department of Human Services, Department of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Division
Gillette Lifetime Specidty Hedthcare

MinnesotaGovernor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
Minnesota State Council on Disability

Multiple Sclerosis Society- Minnesota Chapter
PACER Center/Simon Technology Center _
United Cerebral Palsy of Minnesota L earn more about reusing

assigtivetechnology by visiting

STAR asowould liketo thank our co-sponsor, the
Department of Human Services, Disability Services www.gar program.gdatemn.us
Division, for theuseof itsspacious conferenceareaand
untiring commitment to makethe conferenceasuccess.
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Department of Administration
STAR Program
309Administration Building
50 Sherburne Avenue

St Paul, MN 55155

Phone:  651-201-2640
Fax  651-282-6671
E-mail: star.program@state.mn.us

Check our Web siteat
www.star program.state.mn.us

Assistive Technology Directory

Would you like afree copy of the 2006
Assistive Technology Directory of Funding
Resources? Call 651-201-2640 or toll-free
888-234-1267 to request one or more copies
of this popular directory or browse our online
version at www.starprogram.state.mn.us. %ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁmm
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All STAR materials are available in alternative formats
iFOLLETOSEN ESPANOL! STAR haempezado traducir folletosen InglésaEspafiol. Actuamente, STAR

tienedosfolletosen Espariol: “ Directorio de Recursos de Financiamiento para TecnologiaAsistivaen Minnesota’ y
“El ProgramaSTAR: Un Sistemade TecnologiaparaLograr Resultados.

STAR doesnot endorse or recommend any particular product, individual or agency. The posting of informationin
thisnewd etter and on STAR' sWeb siteiseducational in nature and does not imply endorsement by STAR'sfunder,
the Rehabilitation ServicesAdminigtration.

A System of Technology to Achieve Results (STAR) is located within the Minnesota Department of
Administration and funded by the Rehabilitation Services Administration under the Assistive Technology Act
of 1998, asamended in 2004 (P.L. 108-364).

100% of the cost for producing and mailing thisnewd etter wasfinanced with federal money.





